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PREFACE. 


The  year  of  which  we  treat  was  fo  abundant 
in  military  event,  that  if  all  other  memorials 
of  the  fame  nature  were  loft,  it  might  afford  no  very 
imperfed  tranfcript  of  the  art  of  modern  war  in  all 
its  forms,  whether  by  fea-  or  by  land.  Though  we 
are  not  aftonifhed  by  the  appearance  of  fuch  im- 
menfe  armies  as  have  fo  often  defolated  the  old 
world,  nor  by  thofe  addons  which  have  in  a  day 
decided  the  fate  of  nations  and  empires,  we  fee  as 
vaft,  though  lefs  concentrated,  operations  of  war, 
conduded  upon  its  moft  fcientific  principles.  When 
taken  in  a  general  view,  the  combination  of  its  de¬ 
tached  parts  forms  a  great  whole,  whether  confi- 
dered  with  refpedc  to  adion  or  confequence.  We 
fee  the  war  rage,  nearly  at  the  fame  time,  An  the 
countries  on  both  fides  of  the  North  River,  on  the 
Chefapeak,  in  South  Carolina,  the  Floridas,  North 
Carolina,  Virginia,  the  Weft  Indies,  the  American 
and  Weft  Indian  feas.  Through  this  arrangement, 
in  part  fortuitous  and  in  part  the  effed  of  defign, 
we  are  prefented  with  a  number  of  the  beft-con- 
duded  and  fevereft  adions  recorded  in  hiftory.  We 
behold,  in  an  unhappy  contention  between  Eng¬ 
lishmen,  the  greateft  exertions  of  military  {kill,  a 
valour  which  can  never  be  exceeded,  and  all  the 
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perfection  of  difclpline  exhibited  on  the  one  fide, 
and  oppofed  on  the  other  by  an  unconquerable  re- 
folution  and  perfeverance,  infpired  and  fupported  by 
the  enthufiafm  of  liberty. 

If  the  foldier  finds  abundant  matter  of  entertain¬ 
ment  and  obfervation  in  the  recital  of  thefe  events, 
the  ftatefman  and  philofopher  will  not  find  lefs 
room  for  ferious  contemplation  in  the  caufes  and 
confequences  of  the  contention.  They  have  led  to 
the  eftablifhment  of  a  new  epocha  in  the  hiftory  of 
mankind  $  they  have  opened  the  wav-  to  new  fyf- 
tems  of  policy  $  and  to  new  arrangements  of  power 
and  of  commerce.  To  the  whole  Britifh  nation* 
however  difperfed  in  the  old  or  in  the  new  world, 
every  part  of  the  hiftory  of  this  contention,  in  all 
Its  circumftanees  and  confequences,  muft  at  all 
times  be  in  tfie  higheft  degree  interefting. 

It  would  be  trefpaffing  too  far  on  the  indulgence 
of  the  public,  to  trouble  them  with  any  detail  of 
the  unavoidable  and  unfortunate  interruptions  which 
have  occafioned  the  delay  of  our  prefent  publication. 
We  confole  ourfelves  in  the  hope,  that  thofe  caufes 
will  not  appear  in  any  degree  to  have  operated  with 
refpedt  to  the  attention  which  we  have  paid  to  a 
faithful  difcharge  of  our  duty  in  the  CQftdudt  of  the 
Hiftory.  The  happy  return  of  the  public  tran¬ 
quility  will,  by  lefiening  our  labours,  enable  us  to 
recover  our  former  ftation  in  point  of  publication, 
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CHAP.  I. 

RetrofpeBive  view  of  affairs  in  Europe  in  the  year  1780.  Admiral  Geary 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  channel  fleet  on  the  death  of  Sir  Charles 
Hardy .  Eojl  and  Wejl  India  convoy  tadten  by  the  combined  fleets ,  and 
carried  into  Cadiz .  Lofs  fuflained  by  the  Ehiebec  feet.  Admiral  Geary 
reftgnSy  and  is  fucceeded  by  Ad?niral  Darby .  M.  de  Guichen  arrives  at 
Cadiz,  and  the  French  fleets  return  to  France.  Great  gallantry  difplayed 
i)i  various  engagements  between  Britijh  and  French  frigates.  Siege  of 
Gibraltar.  Spanijh  fir^ffips  defrayed.  Succefs  of  General  Elliot  in  de • 
ftroying  the  enemy'* 1  s  works.  Educe n  of  Portugal  refufes  to  accede  to  the 
armed  neutrality .  Germany.  Election  of  the  Arthduke  Maximilian  to 
the  coadjutorfloip  of  Cologne  and  Munfler ,  oppofed  in  vain  by  the  King  of 

1J ruff a.  Correfpondenee  between  the  King  and  the  Elector  of  Cologne  on 
the  fubjedi.  Meeting  of  the  Emperor  and  the  Emprefs  of  Ruff  a,  at  Mo- 
hilow  In  Poland •  Proceed  together  to  P eterfburgh.  King  of  Sweden 
viflts  Holland.  Death  of  the  Emprefs  ffuecn,  and  feme  account  of  that 
great  princefs.  flueflion,  by  torture,  abolijhed  for  ever  by  the  French 
king.  Great  reform  of  his  houjhold .  Loans  negociated  by  the  court  of 
Madrid.  Public  and  private  contributions  to  relieve  the  exigencies  of  the 
flaie.  Humatiity  of  the  Biff  op  of  Lugo .  Duke  of  Modena  aboliffes  the 
Inquifltion  in  his  dominions . 

THE  death  of  Sir  Charles  ty  with  refpeR  to  a  propercomman- 
Hardy,  about  the  middle  of  der,  who  would  undertake  the  im- 
May  1780,  occafionedfomedifficul-  portant  charge  of  the  channel  fleet* 
Vol.  XXIV.  [A],  as 
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as  the  difcontents  which  had  To  long 
prevailed  in  the  navy,  kept  feveral 
of  our  bed  officers  from  the  fervice. 
To  remove  this  difficulty,  Admi¬ 
ral  Geary,  an  experienced  officer, 
but  who,  like  his  predeceffor,  had 
for  many  years  retired  from  adlual 
fervice,  was  prevailed  on  to  aban¬ 
don  his  retreat,  and  to  enter  a- 
nevv  into  the  active  duties  of  his 
profeffion. 

He  failed  from  Spithead  pretty 
early  in  June^with  23  fail  of  the 
line,  feveral  of  which  were  capital 
flips,  and  was  joined  during  his 
cruize  by  live  or  fix  more.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  French  fleet  from 
Brefl  had,  according  to  a  cuilom 
now  becoming  annual,  formed  a 
junction  with  the  Spaniards  at  Ca¬ 
diz  ;  by  which  the  allied  nations 
acquired  fuch  a  fuperiority,  at 
leak  in  point  of  number,  (chough 
with  refpedi  to  real  force  and  con 
didon  it  might  perhaps  have  ad¬ 
mitted  of  fome  doubt)  as  a  Horded 
them  the  apparent  dominion  of  the 
European  feas. 

Admiral  Geary  had  the  fortune, 
in  the  beginning  of  July,  to  fall 
•  in  with  a  rich  convoy  from  Port 
au  Prince,  of  which  he  took  twelve 
'merchantmen  ;  but  a  thick  and 
Tudden  fog  checked  his  fuccefs, 
and  along  with  the  nearnefs  and 
danger  of  the  enemy’s  coafl,  af¬ 
forded  an  opportunity  to  the  rell, 
as  well  as  to  the  flrips  of  war  by 
whom  they  were  guarded,  to  make 
their  efcape.  It  happened  unfor- 
'  innately,  that  the  fatisfaflion  af¬ 
forded  by  this  fmall  fuccefs  was 
foon  overwhelmed  and  loll,  in  the 
contemplation  of  one  of  the  hea- 
•vieft  blows  that  ever  had  been  fuf- 
tained  by  the  Britifh  commerce. 

B  ut  before  this  event  took  place, 
the  naval  commanders  having  re¬ 


ceived  intelligence,  that  a  detach¬ 
ed  fquadron  of  French  and  Spanifh 
fhips  of  war,  under  the  conduct  of 
M.  de  Beauffet,  were  cruizing  on 
the  coafts  of  Spain  and  Portugal, 
the  fquadron  proceeded  to  the 
louthward,  at  leak  to  the  height 
of  Cape  Finiilerre,  in  the  hope  of 
intercepting  the  enemy. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  rich  and 
confiderable  convoy  for  the  Eaft 
and  Well  Indies,  under  the  con¬ 
duct  of  Capt.  Moutray  of  the  Ra- 
millies,  and  two  or  three  frigates, 
failed  from  Portfmouth  in  the  lat¬ 
ter  end  of  July,  and  were  inter¬ 
cepted,  on  the  9th  of  Auguft,  by 
the  combined  fleets,  under  Don 
Louis  de  Cordova.  The  convoy 
included,  befldes  the  merchant¬ 
men,  eighteen  victuallers,  flore- 
fhips,  and  tranfports,  deflined  for 
the  fervice  in  the  Well  Indies  ;  one 
of  thefe  was  of  particular  import¬ 
ance,  being  laden  with  tents  and 
camp  equipage,  for  the  troops  de- 
figned  for  aftive  fervice  in  the 
Leeward  Iflands.  The  five  Eall 
Indiamen,  likewife,  befldes  arms, 
ammunition,  ana  a  train  of  artil¬ 
lery,  conveyed  a  large  quantity  of 
naval  (lores,  for  the  fupply  of  the 
Britifh  fquadron  in  that  quarter. 
The  five  Eall  India  fhips,  and 
above  fifty  Well  Indiamen,  in¬ 
cluding  thofe  upon  government 
account,  were  taken.  The  Ra- 
millies,  with  the  frigates,  and  a 
few  Weil  India  fhips,  had  the  for¬ 
tune  to  efcape. 

Such  a  prize  had  never  before 
entered  the  harbour  of  Cadiz.  An 
Englifh  fleet  of  near  fixty  fhips, 
led  captive  by  a  Spanifh  fquadron, 
was  extremely  flattering  to  a  peo¬ 
ple,  to  whom  naval  captures,  from 
fuch  an  enemy,  were  an  unufuaj 
fpeClacle.  All  their  antient  Ioffes, 
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all  the  infults  which  their  coafls, 
and  that  city  and  port  in  particu¬ 
lar,  had  formerly  endured,  feemed 
now,  at  one  itroke,  to  be  done 
away. 

The  appearance  of  the  nume¬ 
rous  priloners,  confiding  of  all 
orders  and  denominations,  and  re- 
fembling  more  the  various  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  a  facked  city,  than  the 
ordinary  crews  of  a  fleet,  feemed 
to  render  even  the  triumph  more 
complete,  and  made  the  fight  dill 
more  lingular.  They  conlifled  of 
1520  feamen,  including  their  pro¬ 
per  officers;  of  1255  foldiers,  part 
in  the  fervice  of  the  crown,  and 
part  in  that  of  the  Eaft  India  com¬ 
pany  ;  of  74.  land  officers  ;  of  149 
women  ;  and  of  137  paflengers,  of 
both  fexes,  among  whom  were 
lome  married  and  unmarried  ladies 
of  condition.  The  whole  amount¬ 
ing  to  2865  perfons.  The  value 
of  the  faleable  commodities  was 
great  ;  but  the  lofs  of  the  military 
and  naval  (applies,  both  to  go¬ 
vernment  and  the  EaA  India  com* 
any,  was  much  more  confidera- 
le,  as  they  could  not  be  replaced 
in  time  :  and  it  was  rendered  the 
more  particularly  unfortunate  to 
the  latter,  bv  the  then  very  criti¬ 
cal  (though  in  Europe  yet  un¬ 
known)  (late  of  their  affairs  in  the 
Kail. 

About  the  fame  time  an  account 
was  received  of  the  iofs  of  a  great 
part  of  the  valuable  outward  bound 
Quebec  fleet,  which  was  intercept¬ 
ed  off  the  banks  of  Newfoundland, 
in  the  beginning  of  July,  by  fome 
American  privateers.  Some  of 
thefe  veffels  were  retaken  ;  but 
about  fourteen  rich  (hips  were 
Carried  entirely  off. 

Thefe  heavy  Ioffes,  which,  in 
their  nearer  or  more  remote  confe- 
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qnences,  affe&ed  all  orders  of 
people,  fpread  a  general  gloom 
throughout  the  nation.  That 
diffatisfaclion  which  had  long  pre¬ 
vailed  among  many,  with  refpeft 
to  the  condudt  and  government  of 
the  navy,  now  became  general, 
and  was  loudly  vented  in  clamour 
and  reproach.  As  the  combined 
fleets  were  known  to  be  at  Cadiz, 
and  their  putting  to  fea  anxioufiy 
apprehended,  it  was  afked,  why 
the  convoy  was  thrown  into  their 
mouths,  by  fending  it  fo  clofe  to 
the  coall  of  Spain  ?  Or  if  there 
had  been  any  neceffity  for  fending 
it  that  courfe,  (which  was,  how¬ 
ever  denied)  why  was  it  not  better 
guarded?  Why  trull  fo  immenfe 
a  property,  and  of  fuch  peculiar 
importance,  to  a  Angle  man  of  war 
and  two  frigates  ?  Could  the  welt- 
ern,  or  grand  fleet,  as  it  was  called, 
have  been  better  employed,  than 
in  guarding  fo  valuable  a  convoy 
till  it  was  out  of  danger  ? 

When  to  thefe  queflions  it  was 
anfwered,  that  the  caufe  of  tha 
convoy’s  taking  that  courfe,  was 
in  order  to  accommodate  the  mer¬ 
chants,  and  the  Eail  India  compa¬ 
ny,  who  wanted  to  take  in  wines 
at  Madeira  ;  it  was,  in  the  fir  It 
place,  replied,  that  it  was  by  no 
means  neceffary  to  fleer  fo  clofe  to 
the  continent  of  Europe,  in  order 
to  touch  at  Madeira  ;  as  there  was 
not  a  force  fufficient  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  convoy,  the  courfe 
lhould  have  been  varied,  and  fuit- 
ed  to  the  emergency  and  danger. 
But  it  was  infilled,  that  the  ac¬ 
commodation  of  the  merchants,  in 
fo  very  trifling  a  particular,  was 
by  no  means  to  be  admitted  as  a 
reafon  for  touching  at  all  at  Ma¬ 
deira,  when  fo  great  a  prize  was  at 
flake,  and  its  fafety  thereby  in  any 
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degree  hazarded.  The  merchants 
might  have  provided-  their  wines 
in  another  manner.  They  were 
no  politicians.  The  confideration 
of  fuch  matters,  belonged  proper¬ 
ly  and  folely  to  the  miniflers  at 
large,  and  to  the  admiralty  in 
particular.  They  pofleffed,  or 
ought  to  poflefs,  fuperior  political 
knowledge,  and  they  had  all  the 
means  of  information  fully  in 
their  hands.  It  was  their  bufinefs 
and  duty,  in  all  fuch  cafes,  to 
cure  the  ignorance,  or  to  correct 
the  felfifhnefs  of  the  merchants. 
Such  were  a  few  of  the  topics  ufed 
at  that  time  upon  the  fubjedl. 
a  o  Upon  the  return  of  the 

1780  '  ^eet  t0  P°r^mout^i  Ad- 
'  °  *  miral  Geary  chofe  to  re- 

lign  the  command.  The  former 
difficulty  again  recurred.  It  was 
offered  to  Admiral  Barrington, 
who  had  been  his  fecond  upon  the 
late  cruize,  and  of  whofe  abilities 
every  body  was  convinced.  From 
whatever  caufe  or  caufes  it  pro¬ 
ceeded,  that  thofe  profeffional  ho¬ 
nours  and  difdn&ions,  which  at 
all  other  times  had  been  emuloufiy 
fought  after,  and  even  grafped  at 
with  the  utmoft  avidity,  were  new 
avoided,  fo  it  was,  that  that  brave 
and  excellent  officer  declined  the 
command.  He,  however,  offered 
his  fervices,,  to  aflift  and  fecond 
whoever  fhould  be  appointed,  in 
fcbefe  circumflances,  it  was  bellow-* 
ed  on  Admiral  Darby,  who  flood 
fi#t  in  rank  to  Mr.  Barrington. 

The  grand  fleet  failed  again,  a 
little  before  the  middle  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  but  was  detained  by  con¬ 
trary  winds  for  fome  time  at  Tor- 
bay.  In  the  mean  time,  (as  we 
fliall  hereafter  more  fully  explain) 
the  Count  de  Guichen,  indead  of 
dire&ing  his  courfe  from  the  Well 


Indies  to  America,  as  had  been 
expected  and  intended,  found  his 
fhips  fo  ihattered,  and  his  crews  fo 
extremely  fickly,  that  he  judged  it 
neceffary,  to  proceed  diredlly^  with 
the  great  convoy  under  his  charge, 
to  Europe.  It  is  probable,  that 
his  apprehenfion  of  falling  in  with 
the  Britifh  fleet,  was  the  motive 
of  his  directing  his  courfe  to  Ca¬ 
diz,  where  he  arrived  towards  the 
latterend  ofOdlober,  with  eighteen 
fail  of  the  line,  and  feveral  fri¬ 
gates.  There  he  found  M.  de 
Eftaign,  with  a  large  fleet,  in  rea- 
dinefs  to  receive  and  conduct  him 
and  his  convoy  to  the  French 
ports.  The  French  united  fleet 
was  now  numerous  ;  amounting 
to  thirty- flx  fail  of  the  line,  two 
fifties,  and  a  cloud  of  frigates. 
Nptvyithilanding  which,  as  the 
Britifh  fleet  under  Admiral  Darby, 
'was  now  known  to  be  in  the  way, 
the  Spaniards  conduced  them  &1~ 
mofl  as  tar  as  Cape  Finiflerre.  It 
is  indeed  laid,  that  all  the  enemies 
fleets  were  in  very  bad  condition  ; 
and  that  thofe  which  had  fcarcely 
gone  out  of  fight  of  Cadiz  during 
the  campaign,  had  little  more  to 
boaft  of  in  that  refpebt,  than  the 
fhips  which  had  gone  through  fo 
much  hard  fervice  with  Guichen 
in  the  Well  Indies. 

After  being  driven  back  into 
port,  by  a  Form  which  threw'  them 
into  the  greatefl  dilorder,  and 
which  rendered  their  condition 
flil!  worfe,  the  French  took  their 
final  departure  from  Cadiz,  on  the 
7th  of  November.  What  would, 
in  other  times  and  circumflances 
have  been  fatal,  now'  produced  no 
effect  1  this  w'as  no  Jefs,  than  their 
fall  ing  in,  after  the  fepa.ration  of 
the  Spanifli  fleet,  with  Admiral 
Darby,  But  his  force  amounted 

only 
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only  to  twenty-two  fail  of  the  line, 
and  two  fifties.  This  great  fupe- 
riority,  as  we  could  not  be  quite 
certain  of  the  ill  condition  of  the 
enemy,  mult  neceffarily  have 
checked  all  well-governed  adven¬ 
ture.  It  has,  however,  been 
thought,  (and  the  opinion  received 
a  confiderable  fanftion,  from  what 
was  held  out  by  the  firft  lord  of 
the  admiralty  upon  the  fubjeCt  in 
parliament)  that  their  condition, 
in  every  refpect  confiaered,  en¬ 
cumbered  and  divided  as  they 
were  by  their  convoy,  an  attack 
would,  in  all  human  probability, 
have  been  attended  with  the  molt 
decifive  confequences.  It  was  re¬ 
ported,  that  the  hoitile  fleets  were 
for  fome  days  fo  near  each  other, 
that  it  was  a  matter  of  fome  care 
and  nicety  to  prevent  their  being 
entangled  in  the  dark,  an  event, 
the  confequences  of  which,  both 
fides  were  equally  ftudious  to 
avoid. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  an 
extraordinary  number  of  well- 
fought  and  defperate  actions  took 
place,  both  in  the  old  and  the 
new  world,  between  the  Britifh 
and  French  frigates  ;  in  which, 
though  the  former  had  conftantly 
the  advantage  when  upon  equal 
terms,  and  that  the  latter  were 
frequently  taken  ;  yet  there  were 
fuch  intlances  of  profeffional  fkiil, 
courage,  and  dexterity,  continu¬ 
ally  difplayed  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  as  were  before  unknown 
in  the  French  marine.  It  is  pro- 
'  bable,  that  no  naval  hiltorv  of 
any  age,  could,  in  an  equal  fpace 
of  time,  afford  fo  many  intlances 
of  fingle  combat  between  fhip  and 
fhip,  in  which  the  points  of  pro- 
feilional  and  national  honour  were 
fo  nobly  fullained,  and  fuch  nu¬ 


merous  afts  of  bravery  performed 
on  both  fides.  It  is  with  Angular 
pleafure,  and  no  fmall  pride,  we 
likewife  record,  that  in  thefe  hard 
and  bloody  trials  of  virtue,  the 
humanity,  liberality,  and  gene- 
rofity  of  the  Britifh  officers,  rofe 
in  proportion  to  the  gallantry  of 
their  vanquifhed  enemies,  and  far 
exceeded  all  examples  of  part 
times.  Indeed,  the  generous  re¬ 
gret  expreffed  for  thofe  who  had 
bravely  fallen,  the  kind  attention 
paid  to  thofe  who  furvived,  and 
the  public  acknowledgements 
made  of  the  valour  of  both,  rather 
excited  images  of  what  we  imagine 
might  have  paffed  in  the  gallant 
contention  of  heroes  at  a  tourna¬ 
ment,  than  of  the  ufual  ferocity 
and  cruelty  of  war. 

The  fiege  of  Gibraltar  flill  con¬ 
tinued.  The  blockade  on  the  land 
fide  commenced  in  the  month  of 
July  1779  5  and  the  place  was 
foon  after  inverted  as  clofely  by 
fea,  as  the  nature  of  the  gut,  and 
the  variety  of  the  wind  and  wea¬ 
ther  would  permit.  The  Spani¬ 
ards  likewife  laboured  inceffantly 
in  the  conftruction  of  works,  as 
well  for  the  cover  and  fecurity  of 
their  camp  at  St.  Rocque,  as  for 
the  furtherance  of  their  future  in¬ 
tended  operations.  All  the  capi¬ 
tal  efforts  of  the  Spanifh  nation 
feemed  to  be  directed  towards  that 
object  ;  and  fortunately  it  happen¬ 
ed  for  this  kingdom  they  were  fo 
directed. 

We  h  ave  feen  in  our  lart  vo» 
lume,  the  fignal  fuccefs  which  at¬ 
tended  Sir  George  Rodney,  in  his 
voyage  to  adminifter  fupplies  to 
that  garrifon  ;  a  fervice  which  he 
effectually  performed.  From  that 
time  the  vigilance  and  induftryof 
the  Spaniards,  in  their  endeavours 
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to  cut  off  all  relief  by  fea,  was  re¬ 
doubled  ;  and  the  difficulty  of  f ap¬ 
plying  the  garrifon  was  continual¬ 
ly  increafing.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  prefence  of  the  Panther  and 
Experiment  fhips  of  war,  and  of 
a  royal  Hoop,  which  lay  in  the 
bay,  was  a  grievous  eyefore  to  the 
enemy  ;  and  greatly  checked  the 
ardour  of  their  enterprise,  in  at¬ 
tempting  to  cut  off,  on  their 
nearer  approach,  '  thofe  veffels, 
which  had  the  fortune  to  elude 
ftheir  more  diftant  vigilance. 

A  fcheme  was  accordinaly  laid 
by  the  Spanifh  commanders,  for 
burning  this  little  fquadron,  with 
fome  ordnance  tranfports  which 
lay  under  their  protection.  The 
defign  was  not  ill  formed.  A 
yery  dark  night,  between  the  6th 
and  7th  of  June,  was  fixed  upon 
for  the  execution  of  the  project. 
Seven  fire-lhips  were  excellently 
prepared  for  the  purpofe.  Thefe 
were  fupported  by  a  crowd  of  row 
boats  and  gallies,  filled  with  men, 
and  with  every  kind  of  offenfive 
arms.  At  a  greater  difiance,  a 
fquadron  of  fhips  of  war,  under 
the  Admiral  Don  Barcello,  Hood 
off  and  on  at  the  entrance  of  the 
bay  ;  not  only  to  cover  and  em¬ 
bolden  the  attack,  but  to  intercept 
any  veffels  which  might  attempt 
to  efcape.  The  wind  and  weather 
were  highly  favourable,  and  the 
fdarknefs  of  the  night  feemed  to  in- 
fure  fuccefs. 

A 

The  Britilli  commanders  had  not 
the  fmallefi  notice  of  their  dan¬ 
ger,  until  they  were  alarmed  at 
•one  in  the  morning,  by  the  ap¬ 
proaching  flames  of  the  burning 
fire-lhips.  Without  furprize  or 
confternation  at  fo  dangerous  an 
appearance,  they,  with  the  moll 
immediate  prefence  cf  mind,  in- 
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flantly  manned  all  their  boats  ; 
and  the  officers  and  Teamen  with 
their  ufual  intrepidity,  met,  and 
grappled  the  fire  fhips  ;  and  then, 
amidft  the  burfiing  of  Ihelis,  and 
all  the  horrors  of  a  fcene  which 
teemed  with  in  flan  t  deftruftion, 
boldly  towed  them  off,  and  run 
them  on  different  parts  of  the 
fhore.  They  had  fcarcely  got 
clear  of  this  full  fet  of  fire-fhips, 
when  two  large  veffels  were  per¬ 
ceived  bearing  down  dire&ly  on 
the  Panther;  but  they  were  re¬ 
ceived  with  fo  fierce  a  cannonade, 
that  they  were  foon  fet  on  fire,  and 
difpofed  of  like  the  former. 

During  the  whole  time,  a  heavy 
fire  from  the  fhips  and  the  town 
batteries,  was  kept  up  again fi  the 
gallies  and  boats  ;  but  the  darknefs 
prevented  any  certain  knowledge 
of  the  eflefl.  By  the  remains  of 
one  of  thofe  veffels,  which  were 
examined  in  the  morning,  fire  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  been  about  the  fize 
of  a  fifty  gun  fhip  ;  and  from  the 
quantity  of  unconfumed  materials 
and  combuftibles  which  were  found 
in  that  and  others,  it  was  evident, 
that  much  labour  and  expence 
were  bellowed  upon  their  fitting 
out  and  equipment.  Too  much 
praile  cannot  be  bellowed  on  the 
condudl  of  the  Captains  Harvey, 
of  the  Panther,  Leflie,  of  the 
Enterprise,  and  Faulkner,  of  the 
St.  Fermin.  The  mailers  and 
crews  of  the  tranfports,  (as  upon 
all  other  occafions  of  the  prefen t 
war,  where  the  opportunity  of¬ 
fered)  behaved  admirably.  The 
undaunted  intrepidity  displayed  by 
the  officers  and  men  in  the  boats, 
can  only  be  equalled,  but  can  ne¬ 
ver  be  exceeded,  even  by  Britifh 
feamen. 

The  town  and  fhips  had  the  fa- 
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tisfaClion  of  beholding  at  break  of 
day,  Don  Barcello’s  baffled  fqua- 
dron  going  back  into  Algefiraz, 
It  ffould  furely  be  an  incentive  to 
refolurion  and  bold  enterprize  to 
learn,  that  not  a  fingle  man  was 
loll  on  the  Britiffl  fide,  in  an  affair 
which  carried  fo  dreadful  an  ap¬ 
pearance.  It  is  evident,  that  the 
Spaniards,  at  leaf!:  in  the  feven  firft 
fire  fhips,  wanted  refolution  and 
firmnefs  to  bring  their  veffels  near 
enough,  before  they  fet  them  on 
fire.  Upon  the  whole,  it  will 
probably  be  found,  that,  except¬ 
ing  fome  very  peculiar  fituatiori, 
or  a  conflict  with  fome  contemp¬ 
tible  enemy,  it  will  require  all  the 
profeffional  boldnefs  and  dexterity, 
and  all  the  natural  fortitude  of 
Britifh  feamen,  to  manage  fire 
Ihips  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  will 
render  them  productive  of  any 
great  advantage.  The  fortune  of 
the  Ruffians  at  Chifme,  in  the  late 
war,  will  hardly  be  found  an  ex¬ 
ception. 

Though  the  Spaniards  laboured 
hard  in  puffing  on  their  works,  to¬ 
wards  the  fortrefs,  they  had  fre¬ 
quently  the  mortification  of  feeing, 
when  they  were  nearly  compleated, 
the  fruitsof  much  time  and  labour 
dcftroyed  in  a  few  hours  by  the 
weight  of  fire  from  the  batteries. 
Indeed  it  feemed  to  be  nearly  a 
handing  rnaxim  with  Gen.  Elliot, 
to  let  them  proceed  without  inter¬ 
ruption  to  the  point  we  have  men¬ 
tioned,  and  then  at  once  to  throw 
all  their  hopes  to  the  ground. 
Some  j  udicious  and  fuccefsful  fal- 
lies,  were  likevvife  occafionally, 
though  fparingly,  made  by  the 
garrifon  ;  in  one  of  which,  they 
brought  three  pieces  of  cannon 
intq  the  fortrefs,  from  a  work 


which  they  had  taken  with  fome 
daughter  of  the  enemy. 

Time,  the  leifure  of  a  long 
blockade,  with  the  conftant  con¬ 
templation  of  fo  near  an  objeCt, 
and  the  vexation  of  being  baffled 
by  a  handful  of  men,  who  feemed 
alrnoft  to  be  abandoned  to  their 
own  fortune,  at  length  whetted 
the  invention  of  the  Spaniards  to 
a  projed,  which  foon  afforded 
much  trouble  to  the  garrifon  ;  and 
in  its  procefs,  produced  the  utter 
deftruCtion  of  the  town,  the  ruin 
of  the  unfortunate  inhabitants,  and 
infinitely  increafed  the  difficulties 
and  dangers  of  the  defence.  This 
was  the  framing  a  number  of  gun¬ 
boats,  of  a  conftruCtion  calculated 
to  carry  very  heavy  cannon  and 
mortars,  for  the  purpoie  of  can¬ 
nonading  and  bombarding  the 
town  and  works  in  the  night  ; 
whilft  their  own  lownefs,  with  the 
difficulty  of  perceiving,  as  well  as 
of  hitting  the  objeCfc,  preferved 
them,  in  a  very  great  degree,  from 
the  fire  of  the  batteries.  The  to¬ 
tal  want  of  a  naval  force  gave  ef¬ 
fect  to  this  meafure,  by  difabling 
the  garrifon  from  encountering  the 
enemy  in  their  own  way.  But  its 
being  a  work  of  labour,  time,  and 
experiment,  prevented  the  effeCt 
of  thefe  floating  batteries  from 

.O 

being,  until  the  following  year, 
fully  experienced. 

While  all  the  reft  of  Europe 
were  entering  into  a  confederacy, 
calculated  for  the  fubverfion  of  the 
Britifh  naval  power,  the  Queen  of 
Portugal  alone,  had  virtue  to  per- 
fevere  in  her  friend ffl ip,  and  re- 
fufed  to  accede  to  the  armed  neu¬ 
trality.  This  refufal  was  the  more 
generous  and  exemplary,  as  it  was 
in  effect  rendering  hej-felf  liable  to 
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The  dangerous  weight'  of  refent- 
jnent,  of  the  whole  united  Houfe 
of  Bourbon,  at  a  time  when  the 
ability  of  England  for  her  pro¬ 
tection  became  every  day  more 
precarious. 

It  was  much  to  be  regretted, 
that  this  friendship  was  in  fome 
degree  weakened,  and  ip  danger 
pf  being  loll:,  through  the  impru¬ 
dence  of  fome  Britifh  officers  on 
the  coafi  of  Portugal  ;  who,  not 
contented  with  the  advantages 
which  they  derived  from  the  free 
pfetof  her  ports,  and  the  fecurity 
thereby  afforded  to  their  prizes", 
are  faid  to  have  proceeded  to  equip 
and  fxt  out  cruizers  in  the  river  of 
LiSbon,  m  order  to  ad  again  ft  the 
enemy.  This  produced  an  order 
from  that  court,  prohibiting  the 
privateers  of  all  nations  from  en¬ 
tering  her  ports,  excepting  in 
cafes  of  real  and  apparent  necef- 
fity  ;  and  forbidding  even  then 
their  flay,  for  any  longer  time 
than  the  continuance  of  the  ne- 
ceffity. 

A  Scheme  adopted  by  the  court 
pf  Vienna,  and  which  wa s  not 
unfolded  until  this  year,  feems  to 
have  awakened  in  no  Small  degree, 
the,  perhaps  well  founded,  "jea- 
3oufy  of  the  Pruffian  monarch. 
This  was  the  making  a  provision 
for  the  Archduke  Maximilian, 
brother  to  the  emperor,  by  pro¬ 
curing  him  to  be  eleded  coadjutor 
to  the  eleCtor  of  Cologne,  in  his 
two  great  and  princely  bifhopricks 
of  Cologne  and  Munller,  with  the 
ponfequent  reversion  of  the  elec¬ 
torate  annexed  to  the  former.  The 
Prince  Maximilian,  was  already 
poadjutor  of  the  Teutonic  order  ; 
and  if  he  gained  this  election, 
whenever  the  whole  Sell  Solely 
into  his  hands*  he  would,  as  well 


as  great  opulence,  become  pof- 
feSTed  of  great  weight,  influence, 
and  power  in  the  empire.  The 
election  lay  in  the  two  chapters, 
and  in  the  reigning  elector;  but 
fubjedf  to  his  negative,  as  well  as 
to  his  influence  and  affirmative. 
Both  that  prince,  his  chapters, 
and  even  his  fubyeCIs— — large, 
feem  to  have  adopted  the  view's, 
and  toTSave  been  entirely  in  the 
interdffis  of  the  Houfe  of  Auflria. 
As  the  eleClion  for  M,un  Her  was  to 
be  preliminary,  the  King  of  Pruf- 
fia  wrote  an  argumentative  letter 
to  that  chapter,  flrongly  urging 
the  inconveniences  which  would 
refult  to  the  empire  from  their 
choice  of  the  Archduke,  and 
therefore  endeavouring  by  all 
means  to  perfuade  them  from 
adopting  fo  pernicious  and  dan¬ 
gerous  a  meafure. 

I  his  bufmefs  likewife  opened  a 
direCt  correspondence  between  that 
monarch  and  the  Eledor  of  Co. 
loghe.  The  latter,  in  anfwer  to 
a  letter  and  meffage  (with  the 
particulars  of  which  we  are  not 
otherwife  acquainted)  from  the 
king,  fuppofes,  that  the  court  of 
\  ienna  iiad  already  acquainted 
him  with  the  withes  of  the  arch¬ 
duke,  and  had  amicably  intreated 
his  powerful  fupport  in  his  favour. 
He  dwells  much  upon  the  princely 
virtues  and  eminent  qualities  of 
the  archduke;  hates  the  predi¬ 
lection  in  his  favour,  and  confi¬ 
dence  placed  in  him  on  that  ac¬ 
count,  by  his  own  chapters  and 
Subjects.  Declares,  that  it  is  his 
own  wish,  as  well  as  his  duty,  to 
eSiabliSh  the  welfare  and  happinefs 
or  his  Subjects,  as  far  as  lies  in  his 
power;  and  that,  as  he  thinks, 
tnis  cannot  be  fo  efleCtuaily  done 
as  by  the  cledioa  of  the  archduke, 

he 
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he  has,  upon  mature  deliberation, 
determined  on  that  meafure.  That 
the  right  of  election  is  lodged  in 
himfelf  and  his  biihopricks  by  the 
conditution  of  the  empire  ;  that 
in  the  exercife  of  this  undoubted 
right,  it  fhall  be  condu&ed  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  drifted  rules  of  a 
free  election  ;  and  that  he  cannot 
at  all  conceive  any  room  for  ap¬ 
prehending,  that  the  archduke’s 
connections,  fhould  render  his  be¬ 
ing  chofen,  at  all  liable  to  en¬ 
danger  the  peace  and  happinefs  of 
the  empire;  the  more  especially, 
as  his  chapters,  and  the  dates, 
were  always  confuited,  in  cafes  of 
that  nature  and  great  im portance. 

The  king,  in  his  reply,  after 
fully  acknowledging  all  the  vir¬ 
tues  and  great  qualities  attributed 
to  the  Prince  Maximilian,  informs 
the  elector,  with  fome  afperity, 
that  the  court  of  Vienna  had  not 
given  him  the  fmalleft  intimation 
of  its  intentions  with  refpedt  to 
the  coadjutorfhip  of  thofe  two 
biihopricks,  although  it  had  com¬ 
municated  the  defign  to  other 
courts  and  dates,  which  were 
much  lefs  intereded  in  the  fubjeft. 
He  had  no  objeftion  to  the  elec¬ 
tion  ;  but  he  could  not  be  indif¬ 
ferent  as  to  the  perfon  in  whofe 
hands,  and  under  whofe  govern¬ 
ment,  thefe  biihopricks  were 
placed.  He  drongly  urged  and 
.dated,  the  dangerous  confequences 
which  might  arife  to  the  Germanic 
conditution,  from  the  dignities  of 
two  electorates  being  united  in  the 
Houfe  of  Audria,  and  an  arch- 
biihoprick,  with  a  biihop’s  fee,  in 
the  perfon  of  one  of  its  princes. 
It  would  greatly  influence  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  empire,  and  render 
£hofe  biihopricks  too  much  de¬ 
pendent.  They  would  be  en¬ 


tirely  governed  by  the  meafures, 
and  their  intereds  would  at  all 
times  be  blended  with  the  views, 
of  the  court  of  Vienna:  they 
would  be  drawn  into  every  feud 
and  war,  and  into  every  political 
difpute,  in  which  the  Houfe  of 
Audria  might  take  a  part  ;  they 
would  lofe  all  the  confidence  of 
the  neighbouring  dates,  from  their 
being  confidered  only  as  provinces 
depending  on  that  houfe. 

The  king  obferved,  that  the 
true  welfare,  liberty,  and  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  German  epifcopal 
fees,  and  on  whofe  prefervation 
the  conditution  of  the  empire 
partly  depended,  required,  that 
they  fhould  be  governed  by  pre¬ 
lates,  who  had  no  particular  power 
or  intered,  but  what  was  derived 
from  their  biihopricks.  Pie  there¬ 
fore  gave  the  preference  greatly 
to  the  chapters  choofing  bidiops 
from  among  their  own  capitulars, 
rather  than  from  great  and  power¬ 
ful  families.  His  intentions  and 
views,  he  declared,  were  pure  and 
fin  cere  ;  he  was  as  far  from  recom¬ 
mending  a  candidate  to  the  chap¬ 
ters,  as  he  would  from  forcing 
one  upon  them.  Indead  of  vvifih- 
ing  to  limit  the  liberty  of  eleclion, 
he  would,  if  others  attempted  it, 
proteft  the  chapters  again!!  intru- 
fions.  Whoever,  in  the  prefent 
indance,  they  fhould  choofe  out  of 
their  own  body,  would  be  accept¬ 
able  to  him  ;  and  if  they  made  no 
choice,  it  would  be  equally  agree¬ 
able  ;  as  the  moderate  age  and 
good  health  of  the  eleftor,  pre¬ 
vented  the  meafure  from  being  at 
all  neccfl'ary.  Pie  concluded  a  long 
courfe  of  argument,  and  a  maiter- 
ly  difcudion  of  the  fubjeft:,  by 
again  repeating,  that  confidering 
the  fituation  of  his  dominions, 
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particularly  of  tbofe  in  the  circle 
of  Weffphalia,  he  could  by  no 
means  be  indifferent  as  to  the 
election  of  a  prince  to  thole  bifhop- 
ricks,  of  fo  powerful  a  houfe  as 
that  of  Auftria.  He  therefore 
earneftly  intreated  the  elector,  not 
to  be  in  too  great  hafte  in  a  matter 

O 

of  fo  much  concern  ;  rather  to  re¬ 
con  fide  r  the  bufinefs  ;  to  prefer 
the  welfare  of  the  empire,  of  his 
circle  and  bifhopricks,  to  all  other 
confiderations  whatever  ;  to  quiet 
the  minds  of  himfelf,  and  of  other 
princes,  who  held  the  fame  opi¬ 
nion  with  him  ;  and  thereby  to 
continue  their  nfual  friendly  and 
neighbourly  intercourfe. 

The  king  of  Pruflia’s  logical 
powers  did  not  produce  all  the 
effect  in  this  controverfy,  which 
his  arguments  of  a  different  na¬ 
ture  had  ufually  done  in  others. 
The  elector,  however,  feemed  to 
have  had  enough  of  the  conteft, 
for  he  left  him  in  full  pofleflion  of 
the  field.  But  without  making- 
any  reply,  he  adhered  firmly  to 
his  refolution  ;  and  the  ele&ion 
of'  the  Archduke  Maximilian  ac¬ 
cordingly  took  place  at  M uniter 
about  the  middle  of  Auguft.  The 
foregoing  circumliances  fufficient- 
]y  ihew,  the  deep  jealoufy  which 
itill  fubfills,  between  thofe  great 
rival  and  neighbouring  powers. 

The  peregrination  of  princes 
out  of  their  own  dominions,  with 
their  vifits,  meetings,  and  con- 
ferences,  are  things  now  become 
fo  common,  that  they  fcarcely  at 
all  draw  the  public  attention, 
much  lefs  excite  any  alarm.  When 
they  were  rare,  the  coniun&ion 
of  fuch  meteors,  efpecially  if  they 
were  of  a  luperior  magnitude,  was 
deemed  portentous  to  mankind  ; 
and  the  effects  generally  juitified 
the  prcgnoffication,  , 


Neither  the  particular  novelty 
of  the  affair,  nor  the  magnificence 
with  which  it  was,  on  one  fide  at 
]e,aft,  attended,  were  able  to  draw 
much  of  the  public  attention,  to 
the  interview  which  took  place 
this  year,  between  the  Emperor  of 
Germany,  and  the  Emprefs  of 
Ruffia.  The  latter  having  accom¬ 
panied  the  Great  Duke  and 
Ducnefs  of  Ruffia,  on  their  way 
to  make  the  tour  of  Europe,  pro¬ 
ceeded,  according  to  the  concert¬ 
ed  appointment,  to  Mohilow  in 
Poland,  where  the  meeting  of 
thofe  great  potentates  took  place, 
in  the  month  of  June  1780.  Form, 
etiquette,  or  ceremonial,  were  no 
parts  of,  nor  no  interruption  to, 
the  fatisfaclion  which  thefe  illuf- 
trious  perfonages  received  in  each 
others  converlation  and  acquaint¬ 
ance.  After  fome  ffay  at  Mohi¬ 
low,  the  emperor  accompanied  the 
Czarina  on  her  return  to  Peterf- 
burgh,  where  he  continued  for 
feme  time  ;  and  where  he  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  all  the  magnificence 
peculiar  to  that  court,  and  fo  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  plainnefs  and  fira- 
plicity  of  his  own  habits,  man¬ 
ners,  and  mode  of  living.  His 
private  life  was,  however,  fpent 
as  ufual. 

Whether  this  vifit,and  the  con- 
fequent  intimacy  'and  friend  (hip 

'  ■*  1 

which  it  might  be  fuppofed  to 
produce,  awakened  any  fufpicion 
or  jealoufy  in  the  bread:  of  a  great 
and  powerful  neighbour,  can  only 
be  a  matter  of  furmife.  The  re¬ 
turn  of  the  emperor  from  Peterf- 
burgh  was,  however,  -  foon  fuc-' 
ceeded,  by  a  vifit  which  the  Prince 
Royal  of  Pruffia  paid  to  that  capi¬ 
tal  *  a  circumffance,  which  might 
feem  to  give  fome  countenance  to 
fuch  an  opinion. 


After 
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After  what  we  have  feen  of  the 
imperial  meeting  at  Mohilow,  and 
the  accompaniment  on  the  return 
to  Peterlburgh,  it  will  fcarcely  be 
fuppofed,  that  the  vilit  which  the 
King  of  Sweden  made  about  the 
fame  time  to  Holland,  and  his 
tour  in  examining  the  particula¬ 
rities  of  that  fingular  country,  ei¬ 
ther  caufed  any  alarm,  or  excited 
much  notice. 

This  year  was  particularly 
marked,  by  the  death  of  Maria 
Therefa,  Emprefs  of  Germany, 
Queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia, 
hereditary  Archduchefs  of  Au- 
Ilria,  and  natural  fovereign  of  all 
the  widely  extended  dominions 
appertaining  to  that  great  houfe. 
She  departed  this  life  at  Vienna, 
on  the  29th  day  of  November, 
1780,  and  in  the  63d  year  of  her 
age.  This  great  princefs  inherit¬ 
ed,  along  with  a  vail  but  difputed 
patrimony,  all  the  fpirit,  magna¬ 
nimity,  and  firmnefs,  of  any  the 
mod  renowned  of  her  anceftors. 
Thefe  were,  however,  accompa¬ 
nied  with  many  other  virtues  and 
good  qualities.  In  the  courfe  of 
her  life  (lie  experienced  great  vi- 
ciffitudes  of  fortune.  On  the 
death  of  her  father,  many  of  the 
firft  powers  in  Europe,  excited  by 
the  weaknefs  of  her  fex,  and  Hill 
more  by  that  of  a  long  ill-ordered 
government,  in  contempt  of  trea¬ 
ties,  and  guaranties,  rufhed  on  at 
once,  as  to'  a  common  prey,  to 
Iwaliow  up  the  whole  of  her  am¬ 
ple  dominions.  Scarcely  any 
thing  was  left  unclaimed.  The 
only  difficulty  feemed  to  reft  in 
the  divifion  of  the  fpoil.  From 
the  extremity  of  diftrefs,  and 
a  date  of  fuch  imminent  danger, 
that  die  herfelf  doubted,  whe¬ 
ther  die  could  retain  the  poffefficn 


of  any  place,  capable  of  affording 
a  refuge  during  her  lying-in,  (he 
had  the  courage  and  fortune,  m>t 
only  to  furmount  all  thefe  difficul¬ 
ties,  and  to  triumph  over  her  ene-* 
mies,  but  to  raife  the  houfe  of 
Auftria  to  a  degree  of  real  power, 
which  it  had  not  before  known 
fince  the  reign  of  Charles  the  fifth. 
A  clear  and  manly  underftanding, 
an  happy  temper,  and  the  able 
tuition  of  neceffity,  enabled  her 
to  throw  off  the  ungracious,  but 
charadteriftic  haughtinefs  of  her 
family.  To  this  Ihe  owed  much, 
of  her  fortune  and  greatnefs. 
Charmed  by  a  popular  affability, 
and  a  captivating  condefcenfion, 
of  which  they  had  not  before  an 
idea,  fhe  gained  the  hearts  of  her 
fubjecls  in  fuch  a  degree,  that  they 
never  thought  they  could  a£t  or 
fuffer  too  much  for  her  fervice. 
In  other  refpedts,  as  a  fovereign, 
excepting  perhaps  her  inconfide- 
rate  engagement  in  the  late  war, 
fhe  was  the  common  parent  of  her 
people.  She  had  many  amiable 
and  eftimable  qualities  in  private 
life.  She  was  eminently  religious 
and  humane.  In  the  characters  of 
a  wife  and  a  mother  fhe  Hood  un¬ 
rivalled.  She  was  highly  bleffed 
in  a  numerous  progeny,  not  more 
diftinguifhed  by  the  perfections 
or  beauties  of  nature  in  mind  or 
in  perl'011,  than  bv  a  peculiar 
goodnels  of  heart,  which  pervades 
the  whole  family.  And  fhe  had 
the  fortune  and  happinefs  to  leave 
her  vail  poffeffions  in  the  hands  of 
a  darling  fen,  who  feemed  formed 
by  nature  and  application,  to  ad¬ 
vance  the  happinefs  of  his  fubjedts, 
and  the  power  and  grandeur  of  his 
houfe,  to  their  bighelt  pitch  of  at¬ 
tainment. 


The 
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The  French  King,  this  year 
dignified,  and  for  ever  rendered 
memorable  his  name-day,  by  a 
prefen t  to  his  fubjedls,  worthy  the 
humanity  and  magnificence  of  a 
great  and  enlightened  monarch. 
This  was  neither  the  remiffion  of 
taxes  or  duties,  a  general  pardon 
to  criminals,  nor  the  allotment  of 
great  funds  for  the  indigent.  It 
was  of  a  fuperior  nature  even  to 
thefe.  It  was  no  lefs  than  me 
abolifhing  for  ever  of  the  inhuman 
euftcm,  of  putting  the  queJUony  as 
it  was  called,  by  torture  ;  a  cuf- 
Torn,  which  had  been  fo  eft  a* 
blifhe  d  and  rive  tied,  by  the  prac¬ 
tice  and  concurrence  of  ages,  that 
it  feemed  to  be  an  original  and  in- 
diviflbie  part  of  the  con  Ait  ut ion  of 
their  courts  of  judice.  It  was  in 
vain,  that  the  wifed  and  honeded 
lawyers  and  judges,  as  well  as  the 
founded  philofophers,  fully  per¬ 
ceived,  and  deeply  lamented,  the 
total  inefficacy  as  well  as  cruelty 
of  this  barbarous  mode  of  criminal 
jurifprudence.  They  had  not  on¬ 
ly  the  obdinacy  of  antient  preju¬ 
dice  to  furmount;  but  this  prac¬ 
tice  was  fo  favourable  to  the  views 
of  defpotifm,  and  was  falFely  fup- 
pofed  to  contribute  fo  much  to  the 
Security  of  the  date,  that  all  at¬ 
tempts  for  its  removal,  would  have 
been  not  only  ineffectual  but  dan¬ 
gerous. 

This  relick  ofbarbarifm,  which 
had  fo  long  been  the  opprobrium  of 
the  chriftian  name,  and  a  d.anding 
diferr.ee  to  the  mod  civilized  and 

O 

learned  quarter  of  the  globe, 
inivht  dill  have  lingered  in  France, 
if  a  patriot  prince,  feeling  the 
bappinefs  of  living  in  the  affec¬ 
tions  of  his  people,  and  difcerning, 
that  all  pofftble  fecurity.vvas  fopnd- 
ed  in  thofe  affections,  had  not 


from  thence  renounced  all  defences 
in  confident  with  that  which  is  fo 
much  more  folid.  We  hope,  and 
indeed  it  is  now  fcarcely  to  be 
doubted,  that  the  time  is  not  far 
didant,  when  a  trace  of  this  in¬ 
human  practice,  will  not  be  found 
in  any  part  of  the  wedern  world. 

However  in te reding  and  valu- 
able  the  following  tran faction  may 
be  confidered  in  point  of  political 
ceconomy,  and  however  it  may 
even  contribute  to  leffen  the  bur¬ 
thens  of  the  people,  it  is  not  by 
way  of  placing  it  in  any  degree  of 
competition  with  the  former  mea- 
fure,  that  we  in  this  place  take 
notice  of  the  prodigious  reform 
which  was  made  in  the  French 
King’s  houfehoid  ;  that  monarch, 
in  purfuance  of  the  new  plan  of 
(Economy  adopted  in  his  court, 
having  this  year,  at  one  droke  abo- 
lifhed,  no  lefs  than  406  offices  in 
that  department. 

The  attempts  (modly  ineffec¬ 
tive)  made  by  the  court  of  Spain 
to  raife  money  by  loans  in  foreign 
countries,  afforded  fufficient  evi¬ 
dence  how  much  its  treafures  had 
been  already  exhaufted,  by  the 
extraordinary  expences  of  this  na¬ 
val  war,  as  well  as  of  the  appa¬ 
rently  fruit  lefs  fiege  of  Gibraltar. 
Although  the  war  is  fa-id  to  he  en~ 
tire! y  againd  the  fenfe  and  liking 
of  the  Spaniffi  nation,  -who  con¬ 
fidered  it  as  a  ruinous  meafure, 
founded  merely  upon  Bourbon 
views  and  principles,  yet  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  court,  and  a  fenfe 
of  national  honour  prevailed  fo 
far,  that  cities,  communities,  and 
even  individuals,  contributed 
largely  to  relieve  the  exigencies  of 
the  date.  Of  thefe,  the  Arch- 
bilhop  of  Toledo  afforded  a  An¬ 
gular  indance,  which  in  a  war  of 

another 
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another  nature,  might  have  been 
juilly  admitted,  as  a  demonftra- 
tion  of  true  patriotifm.  That 
prelate  magnanimoufly  appropri¬ 
ated  to  the  ufe  of  the  war,  the 
whole  of  his  vail  revenues  during 
the  time  of  its  continuance.  Thus 
wifely  chufing  a  road  to  fame,  in 
which  he  was  fure  of  not  being 
dijfurbed  by  rivals  or  competitors, 
and  of  not  having  his  heels  trod 
upon  by  imitators.  The  bounty 
and  kindnefs  extended  by  the 
Bifhop  of  Lugo,  to  the  British 
prifoners  in  Spain,  (acknowledg¬ 
ments  of  which  have  been  given  iq 
the  public  prints)  deferves  every 
degree  of  praife  and  gratitude. 
Although  fome  of  their  comman¬ 
ders  behaved  otherwife,  the  Spa- 
n i ill  nobility  and  merchants,  in 
general,  have  ihewn  very  extraor¬ 
dinary  marks  of  kindnefs,  friend- 
fhip,  and  even  affedtion,  to  thofe 
Englifh  gentlemen  who  have  fallen 
in  their  way  during  the  prefect  war. 

C  H  A 


Among  thofe  remarkablecircum- 
flances  which  diftinguifh  the  year 
1780,  the  condud  of  the  Duke  of 
Modena,  in  abolifhing  the  inqui- 
fi tion  in  his  dominions,  fhould  by 
no  means  be  overlooked.  It  in¬ 
deed  affords  a  new  inftance  of  the 
progrefs,  which  liberal  ideas  with 
relpecl  to  toleration,  are  now 
making  throughout  Europe.  A 
farther  extenfion  of  the  fame  ideas, 
may  be  hoped  to  reach  to  the 
civil  and  religiqus  rights  of  man¬ 
kind,  as  well  as  to  a  bare  fufFer- 
ance  of  their  opinions.  That 
prince,  upon  the  death  of  the 
Grand  Inquifitor  at  Reggio,  im¬ 
mediately  ordered  that  tribunal  to 
be  for  ever  aboli filed  ;  its  reve¬ 
nues  to  be  applied  to  other,  and 
more  laudable  purpofes  ;  .and  the 
prifons,  and  other  buildings, 
which  could  preferve  any  memo¬ 
rial  of  its  having  ever  exifted,  to 
be  entirely  demolil'hed. 

j 
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Retrofpeflive  vievo  of  aft'-Ars  in  America  and  the  Weft  Indies  in  the  'pear 
1780.  State  of  the  boftile  armies  on  the  fide  of  New  Jerk,  previous  to, 
and  at  the  arrival  of  Gen .  Sir  Henry  Clinton  from  the  reduction  of 
Charles  Yown.  Short  campaign  in  the  ft erjies .  Connecticut  farms * 
Springfield.  Unexpected  ejj'cel  produced  by  the  1  e  dud  ion  of  Charles  Ycvjh, 
in  renewing  and  exciting  the  fjirit  of  union  and  refifance  in  America. 
Great  hopes  founded  on  the  expeiied  co  operation  of  a  drench  fleet  and  ar¬ 
my  in  the  reduction  of  A ew  York,  and  the  final  expuljion  of  the  Britijh 
forces  from  that  continent .  Marquis  dc  la  Fayette  arrives  from  France . 
M.  de  7  cm  ay ,  and  the  Count  de  RochamBeau ,  arrive  voiih  a  French 
fquadron ,  and  a  body  of  land  forces ,  and  are  put  into  poffeffl.cn  cf  the  for¬ 
tifications  and  harbour  of  Rhode -Ijland,  Admiral  Arbuthnot  blocks  up 
the  French  fquadron .  Difpojiticns  made  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  for  attack¬ 
ing  the  French  auxiliaries .  Gen.  Wajbington  pafies  the  North  River , 
voith  a  view  of  attempting  Nevo  York.  Expedition  to  Rhode  If  and  laid 
a  fide.  Greet  d  fficulties  experienced  by  Don  Bernard  de  Galvez,  id  his 
expedition  to  Wefi  Florida.  Befieges  and  takes  the  fort  at  Me  b  tile.  Great 
land  and  naval  force  font  out  from  Spain ,  in  order  to  join  M.  dc  Guichen 

in 
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in  the  Weft  Indies .  Junction  of  the  hoftile  fleets,  notwithftanding  the  efforts 
of  Admiral  Sir  George  Rodney ,  to  intercept  the  Spanifh  fquadron  and  con¬ 
voy.  Sicknefs  and  mortality  in  the  Spanijh  fleet  and  army ,  with  fame  other 
caufes ,  preferve  the  Britijb  iftands  from  the  imminent  danger  to  which 
they  were  apparently  expofed  by  the  great  fuperiority  of  the  enemy  *  Theft 
caufes  operate  ftill  farther  in  their  conftquences  ;  which  aff'efit  the  whole 
face  and  nature  of  the  war  in  the  new  world ,  and  entirely  fruftrate  the 
?rand  views  formed  by  France  and  America,  for  the  remainder  of  the  cam¬ 
paign.  Spanijh  fret  and  army  proceed  to  the  Havannah  ;  and  M.  de 
Guicben  returns  from  St.  Domingo ,  with  a  convoy ,  to  Europe .  Great 
preparations  made  by  the  Americans  for  effectually  co-operating  with  the 
French  forces  on  the  arrival  of  M.  de  Guicben.  Wajhington  s  army  in - 
creafed  for  that  purpofe ,  to  20,000  men.  Invaf  on  of  Canada  intended, 
and  preparatory  proclamations  iJJ'ued  by  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette.  Caufes 
which  prevented  M.  de  Guicben  from  proceeding  to  North  America.  Sir 
George  Rodney  arrives  f  with  a  fquadron ,  at  New  7  ark. 


|  “A  HE  hoftile  armies  on  the  fide 
of  New  York  were  fo  near¬ 
ly  poized,  both  with  refpeff  to 
often  five  force  and  defensive 
ilrength,  that  their  mutual  fttua- 
tion,  and  comparative  circum- 
ilances,  afforded  no  great  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  exertion  or  enterprize  to 
Gen.  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  upon 
his  return  from  the  taking  of 
Charles  Town.  The  advantages, 
however,  derived  from  the  pof- 
feilion  of  the  iftands,  their  vicini¬ 
ty  to  the  continent,  the  quick  and 
filent  movements  of  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  frigates,  and  other  fmaller 
armed  veftels  calculated  for  the 
purpofe,  and  mailer  of  all  the 
channels  and  intercourfes,  as  well 
as  of  the  adjoining'  fea,  together 
with  the  unexampled  length  of  ill 
connected  polls  which  were  to  be 
guarded  by  the  Americans,  afford¬ 
ed,  almoft,  continual  opportuni¬ 
ties,  of  hafty  defeent  and  fuccefs- 
ful  furprize,  by  which  much  blood 
was  fpilt,  and  mifehief  done, 
without  producing  any  efteft,  or 
at  leaf!  any  good  one,  with  refpeft 
to  the  main  objeCs,  and  great 
purpofes  of  th£  war. 


This  kind  of  fervice,  except 
where  the  object  was  more  con  ft- 
derable  than  ordinary,  was  left  en¬ 
tirely  to  the  Refugees  ;  who  hav¬ 
ing  arms  in  their  hands,  nothing, 
elfe  to  do, -little  other  provifion, 
and  being  edged  on  by  the  moll 
implacable  animoftty  agdinli  their 
countrymen,  eagerly  embraced 
every  adventure,  which  afforded 
any  hope  of  profit,  or  what  was 
perhaps  ftill  fweeter,  of  revenge. 
They  were  now  grown  fo  numer¬ 
ous,  that  they  were  ftrangely  per¬ 
mitted  to  fet  up  a  fort  of  a  diftinC 
government  in  New  York,  under 
the  condudl  of  a  jurif diction  of 
their  own  creation,  which  they 
called,  the  Honourable  Board -of 
Affociated  Loyalifts.  This  board, 
it  is  faid,  was  authorized  from 
home;  but  this  is  hardly  credible; 
and  havinm  a  common  flock,  and 
their  infant  cxcurftons  at  fea  hav¬ 
ing  proved  extremely  fuccefsful, 
they  became  every  day  more  nu¬ 
merous  and  powerful,  and  poifeffed 
fomething  like  a  fleet,  of  fmall 
privateers  and  cruizers.  Their 
enterprizes  were  bold,  well  con¬ 
duced,  and  frequently  fuceefsful ; 
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in  which  their  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  adjoining  coaib,  creeks, 
and  villages,  afforded  them  great 
advantages.  But  their  want  of  any 
effe&ual  difcipline  or  government, 
along  with  their  peculiar,  and  fre¬ 
quently,  pcrfonal  animofity,  lead¬ 
ing  them  to  exceffes  ;  whilft  the 
fummary  retribution  on  the  other 
fide,  falling  into  the  hands  of 
thofe,  who  were  either  fmarting 
under  their  own  immediate  lodes, 
or  acting  under  the  impulfe  of 
grief  and  revenge,  for  the  defiruc- 
tion  or  daughter  of  their  friends 
and  relations,  and  who  were  like- 
wife  actuated  by  no  lefs  ftrong  po¬ 
litical  prejudices,  than  their  ad- 
verfaries,  the  feelings  of  humani¬ 
ty  were  fufpended,  and  mercy  at 
an  end  on  both  ddes.  Thus  the 
adjoining  coafts  of  the  continent, 
and  particularly  the  maritime,  and 
nearer  part  of  thejerhes,  became 
fcenes  of  watte  and  havock  ;  and 
this  predatory  war  tended  neither 
to  fubjugation  or  reconcilement. 

A  few  days  previous  to  the  arri¬ 
val  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  the 
Generals  Knyphaufen,  Robertfon, 
and  Tryon,  with  a  view  of  attack¬ 
ing  fomeof  WaihingtorPs  advanc¬ 
ed  pods,  paffed  over  by  night, 
with  five  or  fix  thoufand  men, 
from  Staten  Ilian  d,  to  Elizabeth 
Town  in  New  jerfey. 
'  On  the  following  morn- 
l‘/  °*  ing,  they  advanced  a 
few  miles,  to  a  fettlemcnt  called 
the  Connecticut  Farms,  from  its 
having  been  planted  and  fettled  a 
few  years  ago,  by  fome  inhabitants 
of  that  Province.  In  their  march, 
they  were  boldly  and  continually 
fired  at,  wherever  the  ground,  or 
cover  of  any  kind  ad  m  it  ted  of  their 
approach,  by  Mattering  parties  of 
the  neighbouring  militia.  The 
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burning  of  that  new  and  thriving 
fettlement,  (although  it  did  not 
contain  many  houfes)  and  of  the 
prefbyterian  church,  together  with 
the  unfortunate  death  of  the  cler¬ 
gyman’s  wife,  who  fitting  with 
her  children  and  family,  was  (hot 
dead,  through  the  window,  in  one 
of  her  own  rooms,  , afforded  new 
ground  of  clamour  to  the  Ameri¬ 
cans,  and  ferved  not  a  little  to  in- 
creafe  that  averfion  to  the  Britilh 
government  and  name,  which  had 
already  taken  too  deep  a  root. 

It  was  faid  on  our  fide,  and  with 
fuperior  probability,  that  this  un¬ 
fortunate  lady  was  killed,  with¬ 
out  defign,  by  a  random-friot;  but 
the  contrary  was  ftrongly  urged 
by  the  Americans.  Her  hufband’s 
being  particularly  obnoxious  at 
New  York,  from  the  adive  part 
which  he  had  taken,  in  the  iup- 
port  of  the  American  caufe,  was 
brought  as  a  corroborating  cir- 
cumltance  ;  and  a  piteous  letter 
written  by  himlelf,  and  publifhed, 
could  leave  no  occafion  for  any 
farther  tefiirnony,  with  thofe  who 
were  but  too  much  difpofed  to 
lifien  to  evidence  fo  correspondent 
to  their  own  opinions.  It  is  cer¬ 
tain,  that  no  degree  of  good  go¬ 
vernment  and  difcipline  in  armies, 
can  prevent  the  nature  of  particu¬ 
lar  individuals,  from  breaking 
forth  into  ads  of  enormity,  when 
thofe  opportunities  offer,  in  which 
their  crimes  may  efcape  detedion  ; 
efpecially  under  the  ill  habits  ac¬ 
quired  in  the  outrage  and  malice 
of  a  civil  war. 

From  thence  the  army  marched 
towards  Springfield,  being,  as  be¬ 
fore,  continually  annoyed  on  their 
march  by  the  militia  ;  but  now 
with  greater  efled,  as  they  conti¬ 
nually  grew  more  numerous;  they 
$  foqnd 
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found  the  American  General, 
Maxwell,  at  the  head  of  the  jer- 
fey  brigade,  and  reinforced  by  all 
the  militia  which  in  a  few  hours 
could  be  col]e£led,  well  polled  at 
that  place.  Whether  it  proceeded 
from  Maxwell’s  good  countenance 
and  pout  ion,  or  from  whatever 
other  caufe,  fo  it  was,  that  the 
army  halted  ;  and  continued  on 
the  fame  ground  until  night,  with¬ 
out  advancing.  ’The  Americans, 
however,  though  inferior  in 
Ihrength,  did  not  permit  them  by 
any  means  to  hold  their  poll  in 
quiet ;  and  a  very  considerable  and 
continual  bring,  without  coming 
at  any  time  to  clofe  adion,  was 
kept  up  during  the  day,  If  he  re¬ 
port  in  the  Britifh  line  was,  that 
they  only  waited  for  the  coming  up 
of  the  waggons  and  neceffaries 
which  were  in  the  rear. 

Whatever  the  caufe  was,  the 
deiign  of  attacking  Springfield 
was  given  up,  and  the  army  re¬ 
turned  to  Elizabeth  Town  in  the 
night.  They  were  purfued  by  the 
enemy  as  foon  as  day  rofe,  all  the 
way  to  that  place  ;  and  they  were 
now  grown  fo  eager  and  confident, 
as  boldly  to  attack  the  22d  regi¬ 
ment,  which  was  polled  at  feme 
fmall  diilance  in  the  front  of  the 
line.  That  regiment  being  or¬ 
dered  to  fall  back  on  their  ap¬ 
proach,  was  purfued  with  great 
Rapidity  by  the  enemy,  who  con- 
fidered  it  as  theuear-guard  of  a  re¬ 
tiring  army;  whofe  van,  they  fup- 
pofed,  was  then  palling  over  to 
Staten  ISlancj.  The  reception  they 
met,  and  the  appearances  they  dif- 
covered,  foon  convinced  them  of 
their  error,  and  they  retired  with 
precipitation. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  account,  for  the 
inadion  in  the  find  inftance  at 


Springfield,  any  more  than  for  thfe 
fubfequent  retreat.  Undoubtedly, 
fo  much  resolution  on  the  part  of 
the  American's,  was  nor  expected  ; 
and  it  appears  from  fubfequent 
circum fiances,  that  although  no 
dijefl  attack  had  been  made,  the 
afternoon  of  that  day  was  bu ty 
and  warm.  It  was  fasd,  that  in¬ 
telligence  had  been  received,  of 
Washington’s  having  detached  a 
brigade  from  Morris-town  for  the 
Support  of  Maxwell  ;  that  the  ap¬ 
pearances  at  his  head-quarters  in¬ 
dicated/a  determination  of  making 
that  Support  effectual  ;  that  Max¬ 
well  had  already  been  reinforced 
by  feme  neighbouring  regiments  ; 
and  that  the  country  was  every 
wherein  motion.  The  expedition 
itfelf  had  probably  its  origin  from 
Some  of  thofe  delusive  reprefenta- 
tions,  which  had  So  oft«en  led  to 
mifehievous  or  unreputable  pur- 
fuits,  concerning  either  the  Savour- 
able  difpoiition  of  the  country  to 
the  royal  caufe,  or  the  fuppofed 
weak  and  contemptible  date  of  the 
American  forces. 

It  was  reported  at  New  York, 
that  the  Heffian  General,  Knvp- 
haufen,  was  Slrongiy  of  opinion, 
and  eagerly  difpofied,  to  attack  the 
poll  at  Springfield  ;  but  that  he 
had  been  over-ruled  by  another 
commander;  and  this  report  re¬ 
ceived  fo  much  credit,  that  it  was 
made  the  foundation  of  fome  ill- 
natured  paSquinades  upon  the  fub-* 
jedh  However  thefe  things  might 
be,  the  jerfey  militia  and  bri¬ 
gade,  with  whatever  other  corps 
were  concerned  on  the  occasion, 
received  public  acknowledgments 
and  high  praife  from  Washington, 
for  their  behaviour  in  that  day’s 
fervice. 

The  arrival  of  Sir  Henry  Clin¬ 
ton* 
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ton,  which  happened  immediately 
after,  made  no  change  in  the  rt- 
tuation  of  the  royal  forces,  who 
hill  maintained  their  port  at  Eli¬ 
zabeth  Town.  That  commander, 
on  the  contrary,  determined  to 
improve  on  the  original  defign, 
and  to  afford  them  an  opportunity 
of  adting  with  effedt,  For  this 
purpofe,  troops  were  embarked  at 
New  York,  and  fuch  movements 
took  place  among  the  Flipping, 
and  fuch  preparations  were  made, 
as  indicated  an  immediate  expe¬ 
dition  up  the  North  River.  This 
produced  the  aefired  effedt  in 
alarming  Wafhington  ;  who  be¬ 
ing  exceedingly  apprehenfive  for 
the  fafety  of  Welt  Point,  and 
other  ilrong-holds  in  the  High¬ 
lands,  immediately  marched  with 
the  greater  part  of  his  army,  to 
fecure  thofe,  to  him,  invaluable 
pofts. 

T  ,  This  point  being 

J  J  gained,  the  forces  at 
Elizabeth  Town,  again  advanced 
cq  their  former  track  towards 
Springfield.  Whatever  the  ori¬ 
ginal  defign  might  have  been,  the 
general’s  views  feemed  now  to 
have  been  extended,  to  the  get¬ 
ting  pofTeffion,  during  the  abfence 
of  Wafhington  with  his  main  force, 
of  the  rtrong  country  of  Moriffa- 
nia,  which  had  fo  often  afforded 
a  fecure  retreat,  and  an  inexpug¬ 
nable  camp,  to  that  commander. 
At  any  rate,  if  it  was  not  found 
convenient  to  retain  ports  at  fuch 
a  diftance,  the  deftrudtion  of  his 
Fores,  magazines,  and  defences  in 
the  mountains,  would  have  been 
no  inconfiderable  object. 

On  the  part  of  the  Americans, 
General  Greene,  with  Stark’s  and 
the  Jerfey  brigades,  fupported  by 
the  neighbouring  militia,  were 
Vol.  XXIV. 
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left  to  guard  thofe  difficult  hills 
and  defiles,  which  conftitute  the 
rtrength  of  the  country.  Spring- 
field  lay  at  their  feet  ;  and  led  di- 
redtly  to  fome  of  the  principal 
pafies.  The  royal  troops  advanc¬ 
ed  with  rapidity  to  this  place  ; 
where  they  found  the  bridge, 
which  led  to  the  village,  occu¬ 
pied  by  a  fmall  party  of  about 
170  men,  under  the  condudt  of  a 
Col.  Angel*  That  officer,  turn¬ 
ing  all  the  advantages  afforded  by 
bis  rttuation  (which  were  many) 
to  the  beft  account,  defended  his 
port  with  great  gallantry.  With  > 
that  handful  of  men,  he  obrti- 
nately  maintained  the  bridge,  a- 
gainft  a  prodigious  fuperiority  of 
force,  and  the  mo  ft  fpirited  at¬ 
tacks,  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 
Finding  himfelf  at  length  over¬ 
powered,  and  no  relief  appearing, 
he  ftill  found  means  to  carry  off 
the  remainder  of  his  detachment, 
and  even  to  fave  the  wounded  ; 
nearly  one  fourth  of  his  whole 
number  being  by  that  time  killed 
or  di fabled.-  The  Britifh  troops 
fuffered  more  in  this  trifling  affair 
than  could  have  been  expedited. 

Greene  lay,  at  that  time,  at 
Short  Hills,  about  a  mile  above 
Springfield.  But  h  is  troops  were 
fo  divided  in  guarding  their  re- 
fpcdtive  ports,  and  the  attack  fo 
unexpedted  and  fudcen,  that  he 
could  not  make  any  detachment, 
in  time,  and  fufficient  for  the  fup- 
port  of  Angel,  without  hazard¬ 
ing  the  fecurity  of  the  much 
more  important  port  which  he 
himfelf  occupied.  Whether  it 
proceeded  from  indignation  and 
refentment,  at  the  relirtance  and 
lofs  which  the  troops  unexpectedly 
met  at  the  bridge,  or  from  what¬ 
ever!  other  caulc  it  was,  Sprinjr- 
m  field 
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field  experienced  the  fame  fate 
with  the  Connecticut  farms;  the 
whole  village,  excepting  four 
houfes,  was  reduced  to  afhes. 

This  conflagration  clofed  the 
enterprise.  The  flrength  of 
Greene’s  fituation,  the  difficulties 
of  the  approach,  an  ignorance, 
probably,  of  the  ftate  of  his  im¬ 
mediate  force,  (which,  at  that 
time,  amounted  only  to  about  a 
thoufand  men)  and  perhaps,  the 
bold  defence  made  at  the  bridge, 
all  concurred,  in  preventing  the 
Britifh  officers  from  attempting 
the  pafs  at  Short  Hills.  It  is  like- 
wife  probable,  that  the  day  was 
confldered  as  being  too  far  ad¬ 
vanced,  to  admit  of  their  pro¬ 
fiting  properly  of  any  advantage 
which  they  might  obtain ;  and 
that  it  was  deemed  too  great  a  ha¬ 
zard,  to  involve  the  army  during 
the  nip-ht  in  the  fallnefles  of  a 
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dangerous  country  ;  and  furround- 
ed  on  every  fide  by  enemies,  whofe 
force,  pofltion,  and  diflance,  were 
all  equally  unknown.  The  troops 
were  befldes  without  cover  or  necef- 
faries;  and  the  keeping  of  a  com¬ 
munication  open  with  Elizabeth 
Town,  might  have  been  not  lefs 
impracticable  than  dangerous. 

Under  fome  or  all  of  thefe  im- 
preffions,  the  royal  army  made  a 
fecond  retreat  from  Springfield, 
and  returned  on  that  evening  to 
Elizabeth  Town  ;  they  being  pur- 
fued  with  great  fpirit,  and  re¬ 
doubled  animoflty,  by  the  country 
militia,  who  were  highly  enraged 
at  the  conflagration  which  they 
had  juft:  beheld;  but  a  ftrong  and 
well  conducted  rear-guard,  ren¬ 
dered  their  efforts  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  ineffective.  The  royal  forces 
paffed  over  on  the  fame  night  to 
Staten  Iflandr;  while  Wafhington 


continued  to  be  amufed  for  fome 
days  longer,  with  the  appearances 
of  an  expedition  up  the  North  Ri¬ 
ver,  which  probably  had  not  been 
at  all  intended. 

Thus  ended  the  fhort  cam¬ 
paign  in  the  Jerfies.  Thefe  inef¬ 
fective  attempts,  by  a  force  which 
would  once  have  been  deemed  ca¬ 
pable  of  fweeping  the  whole  con¬ 
tinent  before  it,  fufficiently  mani- 
fefted,  that  the  practical  habits  of 
fervice  and  danger,  without  any 
thing  near  abfolute  perfection  in 
difcipline,  will  place  all  troops 
nearly  upon  an  equality.  It  was 
now  evident,  that  the  Britifh  forces 
had  an  enemy,  little  iefs  refpeCtahle 
in  the  field  than  themfelves  to  en¬ 
counter;  and  that  any  difference 
which  yet  remained  in  their  fa¬ 
vour  would  be  daily  leffened.  In 
a  word,  it  was  now  obvious,  that 
all  that  fuperiority  in  arms,  which 
produced  fuch  effeCts  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  conteft,  was,  in  a  great 
meafure,  at  an  end  ;  and  that  the 
events  of  the  war  muft  in  the  fu¬ 
ture  depend  upon  fortune,  and  up¬ 
on  the  abilities  of  the  refpsCtive 
commanders. 

Such  were  the  unwelcometruths, 
which  if  not  now  fir  ft  difcovered, 
were  at  leaft  now  fully  eftublifhed. 
Wafhington  (hewed  no  fmaii  de¬ 
gree  of  exultation  in  his  public 
orders,  upon  the  great  improve¬ 
ment  in  difcipline  of  the  troops 
and  militia,  with  the  happy  ef¬ 
fects  which  it  had  produced,  and 
the  greater  which  he  if  ill  hoped. 
But  he  did  not  augur  greater  be¬ 
nefits  from  the  perfection  or  cou¬ 
rage  of  the  troops,  than  from  that 
unequalled  ardour,  which,  he  faid, 
at  prefent  animated  all  orders  of 
the  people. 

The  matter  of  faCt  was,  that 

the 
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the  lofs  of  Charles-Town  pro¬ 
duced  a  dire&ly  contrary  effefi  to 
that  which  might  have  been  na¬ 
turally  expe&ed.  For  indead  of 
deprefling  and  finking  the  minds 
of  the  people,  to  feek  for  fecuri- 
ty  by  any  means,  and  to  fue  for 
peace  upon  any  terms,  the  lofs 
being  now  come  home  to  every 
man's  feelings,  and  the  danger  to 
his  door,  they  were  at  once  awa¬ 
kened  to  a  vigour  of  exertion, 
fcarcely  to  be  expefted  in  their 
circumflances  ;  and  which  had 
hardly  appeared  in  the  fame  de¬ 
gree,  fince  the  firfl,  ror  at  mod, 
the  fecond  year  of  the  contefl. 
For  in  the  intermediate  time,  the 
firft  heat  of  paflion  being  over, 
men  who  were  not  actively  con¬ 
cerned,  W8re  fond  of  recurring  to 
their  wonted  eafe,  and  foon  re¬ 
fumed  their  ufual  habits  of  life; 
and  the  din  of  war  being  faintly 
heard  at  a  diflance,  they  were  con¬ 
tented  to  contribute  to  its  fupport 
by  opening  their  purfes,  without 
much  tormenting  their  minds  in 
the  contemplation  of  an  odious 
fubjeft.  And  as  the  bitternefs  of 
contention  was  allayed,  and  the 
traces  of  pad  grievance  or  injury 
faded  on  the  memory,  fo  the  fpirit 
of  enterprize  had  proportionally 
ilackened  ;  particularly  in  thofe 
colonies  where  it  was  not  kept  alive 
by  immediate  hodility. 

Many  concurring  caufes  and  cir- 
cumdances  ferved  to  increafe  and 
fupport  that  fpirit  which  now  ap¬ 
peared  among  the  Americans. 
The  very  lofs  of  Charles-Town, 
became  a  ground  of  hope,  and  an 
incitement  to  vigour,  from  the 
wide  feparation  which  it  had 
caufed  of  the  Britiih  forces,  and 
the  consequent  incapacity  of  their 
divided  armies  to  fupport  each 


other.  But  the  expectation  of  a 
drong  naval  and  military  force 
from  France,  by  the  aid  of  which, 
they  hoped  to  retaliate  on  New 
York  for  the  lofs  of  Charles- 
Town,  and  even  to  clear  the  con¬ 
tinent  entirely  of  the  Britiih 
forces,  could  not  but  have  had  a 
much  greater  effe6t. 

In  the  mean  time,  their  prin- 
cipal  leaders,  as  well  as  the  Con- 
grefs,  omitted  no  means  to  encou¬ 
rage  and  to  profit  of  the  rifing 
fpirit,  and  to  cherifh  in  the  people 
the  mod  fanguine  hopes.  Letters 
were  written  by  a  committee  of 
that  body,  which  were  drength- 
ened  and  enforced  by  thofe  from 
the  commander  in  chief,  Gen. 
Reed,  and  fome  other  popular 
commanders,  to  the  different  exe¬ 
cutive  governments,  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  at  large,  and  to  particular  co¬ 
lonies,  dimulating  them  by  every 
motive  to  the  fpeedy  furnifhing 
their  refpedtive  quotas.  The  dis¬ 
grace  of  appearing  contemptible 
in  the  eyes  of  their  great  ally,  and 
the  mifchief  and  ruin  which  mud 
be  the  confequence,  of  their  be¬ 
ing  incapable  to  benefit  of  his  in¬ 
tentions  in  their  favour,  were 
drongly  urged.  And  the  people 
were  pafiionately  called  upon,  not 
to  fuffer  the  curfe  of  another  cam¬ 
paign  to  red  upon  America  !  The 
eyes  of  all  Europe  were  upon 
them  ;  and  their  future  indepen¬ 
dence,  fortune,  and  happinefs,  as 
they  faid,  depended  upon  their 
prefent  exertion. 

Thefe  remondrances  produced 
a  confiderable  e  fife  ft  upon  the  dif¬ 
ferent  governments,  and  feemed 
to  operate  no  lefs  upon  indivi¬ 
duals.  Many  arts  were  ufed  to 
keep  up  the  fpirit.  Large  <ub- 
fcriptions  were  made  by  private 
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perfons  for  giving  energy  to  the 
public  fervice.  The  ladies  in  Phi¬ 
ladelphia  firft  fet  the  example  to 
their  own  fex*  and  were  dillinguifh- 
ed  by  the  fums,  which  they  gave 
themfelves,  and  procured  from 
their  male  acquaintance,  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  as  gratsities,  in  particular 
inftances,  and  as  a  general  aug¬ 
mentation  to  the  pay  of  the  private 
foldiers  of  the  army.  The  exam¬ 
ple  was  foon  followed,  in  their 
own,  and  in  other  provinces. 

It  could  fcarcelybe  expended,  in 
the  mid  it  of  all  the  confuiion  and 
danger,  of  an  uncommonly  de- 
Itrudive  war,  raging  no  lefs  in  the 
bowels,  than  in  the  extremities  of 
a  country*  that  arts,  or  learning, 
thofe  happy  concomitants  of  eafe 
and  fecurity,  fhould  at  all  be 
thought  of,  or  almoft  remembered. 
It  is  to  the  honour  of  the  Ameri¬ 
cans,  that  it  was  under  this  pref- 
fure  of  circumftances,  and  amidll 
all  the  anxiety  of  the  prefen t  fea- 
fon,  that  the  council  and  affembly 
of  Maffachufetts  Bay,  fitting  at 
Bolton*  in  the  beginning  of  the 
month  of  May,  eftablilhed,  by  a 
public  law,  a  new  and  learned  fo- 
ciety,  to  be  entitled,  “  The  Ame- 
S(  rican  Academy  of  Arts  and 
*(  Sciences.”  The  act,  after  enu¬ 
merating  feveral  particular  objefts 
of  their  purfuit,  adds,  “  and,  in 
fine,  to  cultivate  every  art  and 
*6  fcience,  which  might  tend  to 
“  advance  the  imereti,  honour, 
6‘  dignity,  and  happinefs,  of  a 
“  free,  independent,  and  virtuous 
se  people.”  In  the  fame  fpirit  at 
Philadelphia,  after  a  pompous  ce¬ 
lebration  of  the  anniverfarv  of 
American  independence,  on  the 
4th  of  July,  the  Congrefs,  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  French  minifter,  with 
•all  the  officers  of  the  date,  at¬ 


tended  a  commencement  for  the 
conferring  of  degrees  in  the  uni¬ 
versity  of  that  city.  In  the  pub¬ 
lic  charge  delivered  by  the  provolt 
upon  that  occafion  to  the  Undents, 
he  p-ave  the  reins  to  a  warm  ima- 
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gination,  and  wandered  far  in  the 
paths  of  fpeculation  ;  painting  the 
riling  glories  of  America  in  arts 
and  letters,  as  well  as  in  com¬ 
merce  and  arms. 

Notwithfianding  the  apparent 
penury  and  misfortune  of  the 
times,  a  bank  was  inftituted,  dur¬ 
ing  the  prefen t  fummer,  in  Phi¬ 
ladelphia  ;  and  the  Icheme  was 
fo  well  fupported  by  the  principal 
men  of  the  province,  that  the  al¬ 
lotted  capital,  of  300,0001.  Pen- 
fylvania  currency,  to  be  paid  in 
hard  money,  was  fubfcribed  in  a 
few  days.  The  public  fervice 
was,  however,  the  principal,  if 
not  the  only'objedl  of  this  bank. 
They  were  to  receive  the  congrefs 
money,  that  is  to  fay,  the  amount 
of  the  taxes,  and  the  fupplies  re¬ 
mitted  by  the  other  colonies  ;  and 
they  were,  on  the  other  hand,  to 
anfwer  the  public  demands,  and 
particularly  to  furnilh  the  fupplies 
for  the  ajrmy,  in  the  molt  prompt 
and  efficacious  manner  ;  and  for 
the  procuring  of  fufficient  re- 
fources  of  calh,  they  were  enabled 
to  pafs  notes,  and  to  borrow  mo¬ 
ney  at  6  per  cent,  intereft.  To 
turn,  however,  this  bank  to  any 
confiderable  advantage,  a  much 
greater  liability  in  government, 
and  a  much  greater  care  in  their  fi¬ 
nances,  is  undoubtedly  neceffary. 

Previous  to  the  arrival  of  the 
French  fuccours,  the  Marquis  de 
la  Fayette,  who  had  been  fo  much 
diftinguifned  by  the  early  part 
which  he  took  in  the  American 
caufe,  long  before  his  court  had 

throw  a 
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thrown  by  the  mafk,  or  even,  per¬ 
haps,  determined  on  the  part 
which  fhe  has  fince  taken,  return¬ 
ed  from  France.  His  early  engage¬ 
ment,  and  great  zeal  and  activi¬ 
ty  in  the  American  fervice,  in 
which  he  held  an  high  rank,  cauf- 
ed  h  im  to  be  received  with  dif- 
tindion  by  Wafhington,  and  on 
his  going  to  Philadelphia,  he  con¬ 
veyed  a  letter,  full  of  the  mod;  flat¬ 
tering  encomiums,  from  that  com¬ 
mander  to  the  Congrefs.  The  re- 
fult  was,  a  public  complimentary 
refolution  of  welcome  from  that 
body,  highly  applauding  his  zeal, 
and  no  lefs  acknowledging  his 
eminent  fervices. 

[uly  nth.  To  the  further  eR- 
J  '  couragement  of  the 

Americans,  M.  de  Ternay  at 
length  arrived  at  Rhode  Ifland 
from  France,  with  a  fquadron  of 
feven  fail  of  the  line,  fi  ve  frigates, 
and  two  armed  veflels.  His  own 
fhip,  Le  Due  de  Bourgogne,  car¬ 
ried  84  guns,  and  izoo  men;  two 
others  yvere  feventy-fours  ;  and 
four,  carried  64  guns  each.  He 
likewife  convoyed  a  fleet  of  tran- 
fports,  with  five  old  French  re¬ 
giments,  and  a  battalion  of  ar¬ 
tillery,  amounting  in  the'  whole 
to  about  6,000  men,  under  the 
conduCt  of  lieutenant-general  the 
Count  de  Rochambeau. 

The  French  auxiliaries  were  re¬ 
ceived  by  Major  Gen.  Heath  ; 
who,  for  the  fecurity  both  of  the 
troops  and  fquadron,  againft  any 
attempts  from  New  York,  put 
them  in  pofleflion  of  the  numerous 
forts  ana  batteries  of  that  ifland  ; 
which,  with  the  diligence  and  in- 
duflry  peculiar  to  their  country 
in  that  refpeCt,  they  foon  put  in  a 
high  ftate  of  defence.  In  a  few 
days  after  their  arrival,  they  were 


attended  by  a  committee,  from  the 
general  affembly  of  that  Hate,  with 
an  addrefs  of  congratulation  to  the 
Count  de  Rochambeau,  in  which 
they  expreffed  the  moll  grateful 
fenfe  of  the  generous  and  magna¬ 
nimous  aid  afforded  to  the  United 
States,  by  their  illuftrious  friend 
and  ally,  the  French  monarch  ; 
and  faid  they  looked  forward, 
with  warm  hope  and  expedition, 
to  the  end  of  a  campaign,  which, 
through  that  aid,  might  prove  the 
happy  means  oHrefforing  the  pub¬ 
lic  tranquillity.  They  conclud¬ 
ed,  with  an  aflurance  of  every 
exertion  in  the  power  of  the  ftate, 
for  the  fupply  of  the  French  forces 
with  all  manner  of  refrefhments 
and  neceflaries,  and  for  rendering 
the  fervice,  as  happy  and  agree¬ 
able,  as  it  was  honourable,  to  all 
ranks  of  the  army. 

Rochambeau  declared  in  his  an- 
fwer,  that  he  only  brought  over 
the  vanguard  of  a  much  greater 
force  which  was  deftined  for  their 
aid;  and  that  he  was  ordered  by 
the  king,  his  mailer,  to  aflure 
them,  that  his  whole  power  fhould 
be  exerted  for  their  fupport.  The 
French  troof>s,  he  faid,  were  un¬ 
der  the  ftrideft  difeipline ;  and, 
ading  under  the  orders  of  General 
Wafhington,  would  live  with  the 
Americans  as  brethren.  He  re¬ 
turned  their  compliments  by  an 
affurance,  that,  as  brethren,  not 
only  his  own  life,  but  the  lives  of 
all  thofe  under  his  command,  were 
entirely  devoted  to  their  fervice. 

In  the  mean  time  Wafhington, 
in  order  to  cement  the  union  be¬ 
tween  both  nations,  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  thofe  jealoufies  which  were 
too  much  to  be  apprehended  on 
both  fides,  iffued  a  requifition,  in 
public  orders,  to  the  American 
[5]  3'  officers* 
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officers,  foliating,  and  flrongly  re¬ 
commending  to  them,  the  wearing 
of  black  and  white  cockades,  (the 
ground  being  of  the  firft  colour, 
and  the  relief  of  the  other)  as  a 
compliment  to,  and  a  fymbol  of 
friendfhip  and  affeCtion  for  their 
generous  and  magnanimous  allies. 

It  was,  indeed,  highly  grievous, 
not  only  to  native  Englifhmen,  but 
to  thofe  Americans,  who,  though 
equally  determined  upon  liberty 
and  independence  with  the  molt 
violent,  yet  dill  looked  wifhfully 
forward,  to  the  renewal  of  ancient 
amity,  and  friendly  connections, 
though  upon  equal  terms,  with 
the  mother  country,  to  perceive, 
not  only  the  influence  which 
France  was  gaining  in  the  coun¬ 
sels  of  America,  but  the  progrefs 
likewife  which  fhe  was  continual¬ 
ly  making,  in  the  opinion,  and,  it 
is  to  be  feared,  in  the  affeCtions  of 
the  people. 

Admiral  Arbuthnot  had  only 
four  fail  of  the  line  at  New  York  : 
fo  that  infiead  of  being  able  to 
cope  with  the  French  fquadron, 
he  was  under  an  expectation  of 
being  himfelf  attacked  in  that 
harbour.  This  ftate  of  things 

was,  however,  foon 
j,jiy  *3*  changed,  by  the  arri¬ 

val  of  Admiral  Graves,  with  fix 
fail  of  the  line,  from  England. 
The  Britifh  commanders,  having 
now  a  decided  fqperiority  of  force, 
loll  no  time,  after  the  newly  arriv¬ 
ed  (hips  had  repaired  or  fupplied 
the  confequences  of  the  voyage,  in 
proceeding  to  Rhode  Ifland,  in¬ 
tending,  after  taking  a  near  view 
of  the  fituation  of  the  enemy,  to 
ad  as  circumftances  mightinvite  or 
admit,  whether  with  refpeCt.  to  a 
direCt  attack,  or  to  the  government 
tpf  their  future  operations. 

f 


They  foon  difeovered,  that  the 
French  were  in  fuch  force,  and 
had  already  put  the  fortifications 
in  fuch  condition,  that  an  attack 
by  fea  was  impracticable,  In  the 
mean  time.  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
meditated  a  joint  attack  by  fea 
and  land  ;  a  meafure,  which  it 
would  feem,  that  the  admiral  did 
not  approve  of ;  or  at  leaft,  that 
he  did  not  heartily  concur  in. 
After  fome  delay,  occafioned  by 
his  not  being  furnithed  in  time 
with  tranfports,  the  general,  at 
length,  embarked  6000  of  his  belt 
troops,  with  which  he  proceeded 
as  far  as  Huntingdon  Bay  in  Long 
Ifland.  Some  unfortunate  difa- 
greement  began  at  this  time  to 
appear,  and  continued  long  after 
to  prevail,  between  the  command¬ 
ers  in  chief  by  fea  and  land.  Their 
difpatches  teemed  with  ambiguity 
and  jealoufy,  w)iich  became  more 
glaring  by  time.  Didike,  was 
rather  mere  than  hefitated  ;  and 
blame,  on  one  fide  at  leafL  was 
more  than  once  implied,  if  not 
dire&ly  laid.  In  fine,  it  foon  be¬ 
came  evident,  that  they  were  little 
difpofed  to  mutual  confidence  or 
concert;  and  that  the  drained  cor- 
refpondence  between  them,  was  ra¬ 
ther  the  irkfome  refult  of  necef- 
fity,  than  the  fpontaneous  efFeCl 
of  choice  or  inclination.  Under 
thefe  untoward  circumfiances,  the 
troops  were  re-landed  at  White- 
Stone, 

In  the  mean  time,  Wafhington, 
who  was  driCtly  attentive  to  all 
that  was  palling,  hoping  to  profit 
of  Sir  Henry  Clinton’s  abfence 
with  fo  great  a  body  of  the  troops, 
by  fome  rapid  motions,  fuddenly 
eroded  the  North  River,  at  the 
head  of  12,000  men,  and  marched 
direCtly  towards  King’s  Bridge,, 
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with  an  apparent  intention  of  at¬ 
tacking  New  York.  The  failure 
of  the  expedition  to  Rhode  Ifland, 
and  consequent  detention  of  the 
troops,  neceffarily  fruftrated  this 
defign. 

It  does  not  appear  probable,  in 
the  prefent  view  of  things,  that 
the  expedition  to  Rhode  Ifland, 
even  fuppofing  the  moft  chearful 
co-operation  of  the  fleet  and  army, 
could  have  been  attended  with  any 
fuccefs  or  benefit,  fufficient  to 
counterbalance  the  danger  to 
which  it  was  unqueflionably  liable. 
Befides  the  natural  advantages  of 
fituation  which  that  ifland  poffef- 
fes,  and  the  flrength  of  its  forts 
and  batteries,  the  New  England 
provinces  were  in  readinefs  to 
pour  in  their  whole  force  to  the 
fupport  of  the  French.  They 
were  now  impelled  to  aclion  by 
other  motives  than  thofe  which 
ufually  operated  ;  for  they  burned 
with  eagernefs  to  have  fo  early, 
and,  what  they  deemed,  fo  happy 
an  opportunity,  of  imprefiing  their 
allies  with  a  high  fenfe  of  their 
power  and  valour.  Accordingly, 
upon  the  firfl  bruit  of  the  defign, 
above  10,000  of  their  militia  and 
fix-months-men,  were  fuddenly  in 
arms,  and  advanced  towards  Pro¬ 
vidence  ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  doubt¬ 
ed,  but  that  number  would  have 
been  far  more  confiderable,  if  it 
had  been  a&ually  carried  into  ex¬ 
ecution.  With  thefe  direct  im¬ 
pediments  in  the  way  of  the  de¬ 
fign,  it  will  not  be  fuppofed  that 
New  York,  thus  ftripped  of  its 
bed  troops,  and  of  the  protection 
of  the  fleet,  could  have  been  ex¬ 
empt  from  danger,  under  the  vi¬ 
gorous  attack  intended  by  Waffl¬ 
ing. 'on* 

We  have  feen  in  our  lad  vo¬ 


lume,  the  early  fuccefs  which  had 
attended  Don  Bernard  de  Galvez, 
the  Spanifh  governor  of  Louifi- 
ana,  in  his  unexpected  expedition 
againd  the  Britifh  fettlements  and 
forces  on  the  Miffifippi.  The  fuc¬ 
cefs  of  that  enterprize,  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  weaknefs  which 
the  number  of  prifoners  he  had 
taken,  neceffarily  induced  in  th® 
defenfive  force  of  the  province, 
could  not  fail  to  extend  his  views 
farther;  but  dill  thinking  himfelf 
too  weak  for  the  defigned  pur- 
pofe,  he  concerted  a  plan  of  ope¬ 
ration  with  the  governor  of  the 
Havanna,  towards  the  latter  end 
of  the  year  1779,  in  purfuance  of 
which  he  was  to  be  reinforced  and 
fupported,  by  a  confiderable  em¬ 
barkation  from  that  place,  early  in 
the  prefer. t  year. 

The  appointed  time  being  ar¬ 
rived,  and  De  Galvez  fuppofing 
that  the  expeCted  force  from  the 
Havanna  was  of  courfe  on  its  way, 
and  being  himfelf  impatient  of 
delay,  he  embarked  all  the  force 
he  was  able  to  raife  in  his  govern¬ 
ment  at  New  Orleans, 
and  proceeded,  under 
the  convoy  of  fome  fmall 
frigates  and  other  armed  veflels, 
on  his  expedition,  expedling  to  b« 
followed  or  met  by  the  force  from 
the  Havanna. 

The  delays,  difficulties,  and 
dangers,  which  they  encountered 
on  the  paffage  to  Mobille,  would 
appear  almoll  incredible  to  thofe 
who  confidered  only  the  diftance, 
without  taking  into  the  account, 
the  fformy  difpofition  of  the  cli¬ 
mate  at  that  feafon,  the  danger¬ 
ous  nature  of  that  inhofpitable 
coaft,  and  the  numberlefs  fhoals 
which  embarrafs,  and  nearly  choke 
up  the  mouths  of  its  vaff  rivers. 
[B]  4  Afte,r 


Jan.  14, 
1780. 
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After  a  continued  druggie  with 
adverfe  weather,  and  the  various 
other  impediments  we  have  men¬ 
tioned  for  near  a  month,  the  bet¬ 
ter  part  of  the  fleet  were  driven 
a-fhore,  and  feveral  of  the  veffels 
at  length  totally  wrecked,  in  the 
bay  of  Mobille.  By  this  misfor¬ 
tune,  the  commander  had  the 
mortification  of  feeing  all  reafon* 
able  hope  of  fuccefs  apparently 
frudrated  ;  Sco  of  his  men  being 
call  away  on  a  naked  beach,  with 
the  lofs  of  the  greater  part  of  their 
cloaths,  arms,  and  neceffaries  of 
every  fort. 

The  Spaniards  bore  their  mis¬ 
fortunes  with  that  patience,  which 
has  at  all  times  been  the  charaffier- 
sftic  of  their  nation.  In  dead  of 
ihrinking  under  the  difficulties 
and  difcouragements  they  had  ex¬ 
perienced,  they  endeavoured,  fo 
far  as  it  could  be  done,  to  convert 
their  lofs  into  a  benefit  ;  breaking 
up  their  wrecked  veffels,  and  fram¬ 
ing  their  timber  and  plank  inio 
ladders,  and  other  machines,  ne- 
ceffary  for  an  efcalade  ;  as  they 
had  fuftained  too  great  a  lofs  of 
artillery  and  other  materials  to  at¬ 
tempt  a  formal  liege.  Thofe  who 
had  preferved  their  arms,  were 
obliged  to  divide  them,  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  would  render  them  mod 
ufeful,  with  thofe  who  had  none; 
and  thofe  who  dill  remained  un¬ 
armed,  undertook  the  laborious 
fervice  of  the  army. 

It  happened  very  unfortunately 
on  the  fide  of  the  Engliffi,  who 
were  besides  far  from  drong,  that 
an  account  of  the  Spanifh  fhip- 
wreck  was  received  at  Penfacola, 
with  the  additional  falfehoods,  that 
700  of  their  people  had  perifhed. 
and  that  the  expedition  was  en¬ 
tirety  laid  aftde? 


The  Spanifh  commander  had  no 
reafon  to  repent  his  perfeverence. 
Ete  was  drengthened  by  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  four  armed  veffels  from  the 
Havanna,  with  a  part  of  the  regi¬ 
ment  of  Navarre  on  board.  Al¬ 
though  thefe  brought  an  account, 
that  the  principal  embarkation 
was  dill  retarded,  yet  the  arrival 
of  fo  many  fhips  and  frefh  men, 
with  the  artillery,  dores,  and  va¬ 
rious  neceffaries  which  they  were 
capable  of  fupplying,  fuddenly 
caufed  a  new  face  of  affairs,  and 
afforded  a  renovation  of  vigour 
and  life  to  every  thing.  The 
former  troops  were  fpeedily  re¬ 
embarked,  and  after  a  further  en¬ 
counter  of  other  dorms,  difficul¬ 
ties,  and  dangers,  the  p  , 
whole  were  landed  with-  e  »2S* 
in  three  leagues  of  Mobille, 

Mr.  Durnford,  a  captain  of  en¬ 
gineers,  and  lieutenant-governor 
of  Wed  Florida,  commanded  the 
poor  garrifon,  which  was  to  de¬ 
fend  the  fort,  or  cadle  (as  the 
Spaniards  call  it)  of  Mobille, 
This  confided  of  97  regulars  of 
the  60th  regiment ;  of  16  loyal 
Marylanders,  3  artillery  men,  60 
feamen,  54  inhabitants,  and  51 
armed  negroes,  which,  with  two 
furgeons  and  a  labourer,  amount¬ 
ed  to  284,  of  all  forts.  The  ene¬ 
my  attacked  the  fort  by  fea  and 
land  ;  and  began  to  open  ground 
on  the  9th  of  March. 

On  the  1 2th  of  March  the  Spa¬ 
niards  opened  their  battery,  con¬ 
fiding  of  eight  18,  and  one  24 
pounder.  Their  fire  feems  to  have 
had  fome  confiderable  effect,  on 
the  emhrafures  and  parapets  of  the 
two  faces  which  they  attacked  ; 
and  two  of  the  garrifon  guns  being 
difmounted,  they  at  lun-fet  hung 
oat  a  white  flag.  The  capitula- 
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tion  was  not,  however,  figned, 
until  the  14th  in  the  morning, 
when  the  fort  was  given  up,  and 
the  garrifon  furrenderod  prifoners 
of  war. 

This  furrender,  which  appeared 
inevitable,  was  however  attended 
with  circumftances  which  render¬ 
ed  it  exceedingly  vexatious.  For 
Major  General  Campbell  had 
marched  from  Penfacola,  with  (as 
the  Spaniards  fay)  1100  regular 
forces,  and  fome  artillery,  for  its 
relief ;  and  was  befides  accompa¬ 
nied  by  fome  Talapuche  Indians; 
a  people,  who  being  exceffiveiy 
ferocious  and  cruel,  and  the  inve¬ 
terate  and  mortal  enemies  of  the 
Spaniards,  are  by  them  regarded 
w;th  a  very  peculiar  dread  and 
horror.  The  van  of  Campbell’s 
force  was  arrived  within  light  of 
the  Spanifh  camp,  at  the  very  in- 
ftant  that  the  fort  was  furrender- 
ed  :  and  they  accordingly  ufed 
the  utmoft  expedition  in  taking 
pofleffion  of,  and  covering  them- 
felves  with  the  works,  under  the 
ftrong  apprehenfion  of  an  imme¬ 
diate  attack.  De  Galvez  boafted, 
that  the  Britilh  forces  jn  the  field 
and  garrifon  were  fuperior  in  num¬ 
bers  to  his  own  ;  and  did  not 
fcruple  openly  to  declare,  that, 
with  the  fmalleft  activity  and  vi¬ 
vacity  in  their  works,  the  latter 
might  have  made  good  the  de¬ 
fence,  until  the  arrival  of  the 
fuccour. 

It  feems  upon  the  whole  face  of 
the  affair,  as  it  appears  at  prefent, 
that  the  lieutenant-governor  had 
not,  from  the  beginning,  the 
i m a  1 1  e it  idea  of  any  attempt  being 
made  for  the  relief  of  the  place  ; 
and  that  he  accordingly,  from  the 
firft  appearance  of  the  enemy, 
confidered  its  lofs  as  a  matter  of 
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courfe  and  inevitable  neceffity. 
The  regular  force  was  certainly 
fuch,  as  to  give  little  encourage¬ 
ment  to  a  very  vigorous  defence. 
Thus  the  province  of  Welt  Flo¬ 
rida,  with  a  weak  and  divided 
force,  was  reduced  piecemeal, 
without  its  being  able  any  where 
to  make  that  effectual  refiffance, 
which  might  have  been  expected, 
if  it  had  been  concentered  in  fome 
one  good  point  of  defence. 

During  tbefe  tranfactions  on  the 
continent  of  America,  the  Spani¬ 
ards  fent  out  fo  great  a  force  to 
join  the  French  in  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies,  as  feemed  fufticient  to  change 
the  whole  fortune  of  the  war  in 
that  quarter,  and  to  threat  the 
Britifh  fleets  and  iflanas  with  the 
moft  imminent  danger.  In  the 
latter  part  of  April,  Don  Q  , 
Jofeph  Solano  failed  from  1 
Cadiz  upon  that  fervice,  with. 
1 2  fail  of  the  line,  and  feveral 
frigates,  which  convoyed  a  fleet 
of  83  tranfports,  having  eight  re¬ 
giments  of  Spanifh  infantry,  of 
two  battalions  each,  and  a  confi- 
derable  train  of  artillery  on  board; 
the  whole  land  force,  including 
100  engineers,  amounting  to 
1 1,460  effetftive  men.  The  lfland 
of  Jamaica  was  generally  fuppofed 
to  be  the  great  objedl  in  view  ;  to 
facilitate  the  reduction  of  which, 
the  giving  of  a  decifive  blow  to 
Rodney  by  the  way,  would  have 
been  an  ufeful,  if  not  neceflary 
preliminary. 

It  feemed  to  happen  fortunate¬ 
ly,  that  the  Cerberus  frigate, 
Capt.  Mann,  having  fallen  in  with 
the  Spanifh  fleet  at  fea,  and  that 
officer  judging  rightly  of  their  des¬ 
tination,  from  their  courfe  and 
other  circumftances,  he  with  great 
propriety  confidered,  that  the  pub- 
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He  utility,  and  the  importance  of 
the  object,  fhould  fuperfede,  or 
fupply  the  defedts  of,  at  leak,  ge- 
neral  orders,  and  that  no  objeCl  of 
his  cruize  could  pofiibly  ftand  in 
any  degree  of  comparative  value, 
with  the  proper  application  of 
that  knowledge,  which  lie  had  now 
accidentally  acquired;  ihe  accord¬ 
ingly,  inftantly  proceeded,  with 
the  utmoft  expedition,  to  the  Weft 
Indies,  in  order  to  communicate 
the  intelligence  to  Sir  George 
Rodney.  That  commander,  who 
was  then  at  Carlifle  Bay  in  the 
ifland  of  Barbadoes,  whither,  we 
have  formerly  fhewn,  he  had  re¬ 
paired,  after  his  laft  adion  with, 
and  Jong  purfuit  of  M.  de  Gui- 
chen,  in  order  to  vidual,  water, 
and  reft  his  fleet ;  upon  receiving 
this  intelligence  by  the  Cerberus, 
ufed  the  utrnoft  diligence  in  put- 
ing  to  fea,  in  order  to  intercept 
the  Spanifh  fleet  and  convoy,  be¬ 
fore  they  could  join  the  French, 
who  were  then  in  Fort-Royal  Bay, 
Martinique,  and  had  not  yet  re¬ 
covered  the  efteds  of  the  late  rough 
encounters. 

Nothing  could  have  been  more 
happy,  lignal,  or  deciflve  in  its 
confequences,  than  this  deflgn,  if 
it  had  taken  effect.  But  the  views 
and  hopes  of  the  Britifli  comman¬ 
der  were  fruflrated,  through  the 
caution  of  the  Spanifh  admiral. 
Had  he  proceeded  diredly  to 
Fort-Royal  Bay,  which  was  his 
objed,  and  the  appointed  place  of 
rendezvous  to  all  his  fquadron  and 
convoy,  he  could  fcarcely  have 
avoided  falling  in  with  the  Britifli 
fleet,  and  the  event  would  not  ad¬ 
mit  of  a  doubt.  But  Don  Solano, 
apprehenflve,  though  not  inform¬ 
ed  of  the  danger,  prudently  flop¬ 
ped  fliort,  on  his  approach  to  the 


neareft  iflands,  and  difpatched  an 
expeditious  failing  frigate,  to  in¬ 
form  M.  de  Guichen  of  his  fitua- 
tion,  and  to  require  a  fpeedy  junc¬ 
tion  of  the  fleets  where  he  then 
was.  The  French  commander 
immediately  failed  from  Marti¬ 
nique,  with  18  fhips  of  the  line, 
being  all  that  were  yet  in  readi- 
nefs,  and  keeping  clofe  . 
to  leeward  of  the  iflands,  June  I0* 
joined  the  Spaniards  under  Domi¬ 
nique. 

The  combined  fleets,  when  all 
united,  amounted  to  no  lefs  than 
36  fail  of  the  li  ne ;  which,  with 
their  combined  land  forces,  form¬ 
ed  fuch  an  apparent  fuperiority, 
as  nothing  in  thofe  feas  or  iflands, 
feemed  at  all  capable  of  refilling. 
The  danger  of  Jamaica  appeared 
to  be  great  indeed  ;  and  the  other 
iflands,  which  are  called  leeward, 
from  their  fituaticn  with  refpect 
to  Europe  and  North  America, 
though  windward  with  refped  to 
that,  could  fcarcely  hope  for  any 
other  fecurity,  than  what  might 
arife  from  the  purfuit  of  a  greater 
objed.  But  it  happened  fortu¬ 
nately  for  the  Britifli  intereft,  that 
this  great  hoflile  force,  carried 
within  itfelf  the  fources  of  in- 
efficacy,  weaknefs,  and  decay. 
The  Spanifh  troops  being  too 
much  crowded  on  board  their 
tranfports,  that  circumftance  ope¬ 
rating  with  the  length  of  the  voy¬ 
age,  the  change  of  climate  and 
diet,  and  above  all,  with  their 
peculiar  lazinefs,  and  want  of 
cleanlinefs,  the  whole  of  thofi* 
combined  caufes  generated  a  moft 
mortal  and  contagious  diforder, 
which  firft  infe&ing  their  own 
feamen,  at  length  fpread,  though 
not  entirely  with  fo  fatal  an  effect, 
through  the  French  fleet  and  land 
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forces.  Befides  a  great  mortality 
on  the  paffage,  the  Spaniards  had 
landed  no  lefs  than  1200  lick,  on 
their  firft  arrival,  at  Dominique, 
and  a  much  greater  number  after¬ 
wards,  at  Gaudaloupe  and  Mar¬ 
tinique.  Thus,  the  fpirit  of  en- 
terprize  was  not  only  damped,  but 
fome  part  of  the  means  were  taken 
away.  This  in  part  accounts  for 
their  not  having  taken  all  the  ad¬ 
vantages  againft  us,  that  was 
dreaded  from  the  junction  of  the 
fleets :  but  it  does  by  no  means 
clear  the  matter  fufficiently.  *  It 
has  been  faid,  that  the  Spanifh  ad¬ 
miral  had  no  orders  to  co-operate 
in  any  ofFenfive  meafures  with  the 
French.  This  is  not  the  only  in- 
ftance,  in  which  the  want  of  con¬ 
cert  between  thofe  allies  has  faved 
Great  Britain. 

Sir  George  Rodney,  upon  the 
junction  of  the  enemy’s  fleets,  re¬ 
tired  to  Grofs-Iflet  Bay,  in  St. 
Lucia,  where  he  was  equally  well 
fituated,  for  obferving  their  mo¬ 
tions,  for  counteracting,  fo  far  as 
he  was  able,  their  defigns  with 
refpeCt  to  the  other  illands,  when¬ 
ever  they  fhould  become  manifefl  ; 
and  for  felf-defence,  if  their  fu- 
periority  fhould  prompt  them  to 
venture  upon  an  attack. 

The  air  and  refrefhments  of  the 
French  illands,  did  not  produce 
the  good  effects  with  refpeCt  to  the 
Spanifh  lick,  or  in  retraining  the 
progrefs  and  violence  of  the  dif- 
order,  which  had  been  expeCted, 
or  were  even  ufual,  in  fuch  cafes. 
The  diftemper  was  little  lefs  con¬ 
tagious  or  fatal  than  a  peftilence  ; 
and  if  the  mortality  was  apparent¬ 
ly  leffened,  it  feemed  only  to  be 
reltrained  by  the  decreafed  num¬ 
ber  of  the  victims.  In  thefe  dif- 
treffing  circumltances,  the  Spanifh 


commanders  re-embarked  their 
people,  and  the  combined  fleets, 
proceeded,  before  the  middle  of 
July  with  the  Spanifh  convoy  to 
the  weftward.  It  appeared  after¬ 
wards,  that  M.  de  Guichen,  hav¬ 
ing  efcorted  the  Spaniards  as  far 
as  the  ifland  of  St.  Domingo,  and 
knowing  there  was  no  enemy  in 
the  way,  he  left  them  to  proceed 
fingly  to  the  Havanna,  while  he 
put  in  himfelf  at  Cape  F ran^ois. 

In  the  mean  time.  Commodore 
Walfingham  had  arrived  from 
England  at  St.  Lucia,  with  a  few 
fhips  of  the  line,  and  four  regi¬ 
ments  under  his  convoy  for  Jam¬ 
aica.  The  commander  in  chief, 
who  was  in  the  dark  as  to  the 
defigns  of  the  enemy,  but  inform¬ 
ed  of  their  departure  from  Fort- 
Royal,  failed  with  the  whole 
fleet,  as  well  to  obferve  their  mo¬ 
tions,  as  to  fee  the  convoy  well 
on  their  way.  Being  foon  fatif- 
fied  as  to  the  immediate  deltina- 
tion  of  the  enemy,  he  difpatched 
Admiral  Rowley,  along  with  Mr. 
Walfingham  and  the  convoy,  to 
Jamaica  ;  thefe  commanders  tak¬ 
ing  ten  fail  of  the  line  along  with, 
them,  to  reinforce  Sir  Peter  Parker, 
and  thereby  infure  the  fecurity  of 
that  ifland.  Sir  George  Rodney 
kept  the  remainder  of  the  fleet, 
in  order  to  obferve  the  future  mo¬ 
tions  of  the  enemy,  and  to  cover 
the  Leeward  Illands* 

The  ficknefs  among  the  Spani¬ 
ards,  with  the  apparent  want  of 
concert  between  the  fleets,  went 
far  beyond,  in  their  confequences, 
the  immediate  feene,  and  near 
views  of  aCtion.  In  a  word,  they 
were  the  means  of  overthrowing 
the  whole  fcheme  and  defign  of 
the  campaign,  not  in  the  Weft 
Indies  only,  but  in  North  Ame- 


28]  ANNUAL  REGISTER, 


iica  likevvife ;  and  Teemed  to 
change,  in  no  fmall  degree,  the 
fortune  and  nature  of  the  war. 

France  had  defigns  for  the  ear¬ 
lier  part  of  the  campaign  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  in  which  the  co¬ 
operation  of  Spain  would  be  necef- 
fary.  She  concerted  another  with 
the  Americans,  which  was  to  take 
place,  on  their  fide,  in  the  lat¬ 
ter  ;  and  both  together  went  to 
the  direct  annihilation,  (and  with 
a  very  fufficiently  apparent  force 
for  the  purpofe)  of  the  Britifh 
power,  in  both  parts  of  the  new 
world.  The  fuccefs  of  the  fcheme 
was  founded  upon  many  ftrong 
grounds  of  hope  and  expectation  ; 
but  like  all  complex  machines,  it 
was  liable  to  be  difordered  in  the 
whole,  by  the  failure  only  of  fome 
of  its  parts.  It  was  expected,  that 
the  great  fuperiority  of  the  com¬ 
bined  fleets  would  have  enabled 
them,  without  much  lofs  or  da¬ 
mage,  entirely  to  crufh  the  Britifh 
naval  force  in  the  Weft  Indies ; 
that,  with  the  great  land  force, 
which  it  was  fuppofed  would  be  in 
their  hands,  the  reduction  of  Ja¬ 
maica,  would  not  be  an  objedt  of 
much  difficulty  or  delay;  that 
fome  or  all  of  the  fmaller  iflands 
would  follow  of  ccurfe  ;  but  that, 
without  fpending  too  much  time 
upon  leffer  matters,  M.  de  Gui- 
chen  Ihould  proceed  with  his 
whole  force  to  the  coafts  of  North 
America,  where,  being  joined  by 
X  ernay’s  frefh  fhips,  and  Rocham- 
beau’s  frefh  troops,  they  Ihould, 
in  concert  with  Wafhington,  at¬ 
tack  New  York  by  fea  and  land. 
As  the  Americans  would  drain 
every  nerve  on  the  occafion,  no 
doubt  of  fuccefs  in  that  part  of 
the  defign  could  be  entertained  ; 
and  the  reduction  of  Lord  Corn¬ 


wallis's  forces,  with  the  driving  of 
the  Britifh  finally  from  the  conti¬ 
nent,  were  confidered  only  as  mat¬ 
ters  of  courfe. 

It  was  undoubtedly  in  confe- 
quence,  and  for  the  rounding  and 
completion  of  this  fcheme,  that 
preparations  were  made  by  the 
Americans  for  a  winter  expedition 
to  Canada,  the  conduct  of  which 
was  to  be  committed  to  the  Mar¬ 
quis  de  la  Fayette.  That  officer 
publifhed  accordingly  a  prepara¬ 
tory  memorial  addrefled  to  the 
French  Canadians,  and  callino- 
upon  them  by  all  the  antient  ties 
of  allegiance,  blood,  religion, 
and  country,  as  well  as  by  the  na¬ 
tural  and  fervent  defire  of  recover¬ 
ing  their  own  freedom,  to  be  in 
preparation  to  affift,  join,  and 
fupport  him  upon  his  arrival ;  but 
holding  out  ail  the  feverities  of 
war,  and  all  the  terrors  of  mili¬ 
tary  execution,  to  thofe,  if  any 
fuch  there  could  be,  who  blindly 
perverfe  to  their  own  interefts,  and 
forgetful  of  all  thofe  ties  and  du¬ 
ties,  jfhould  in  any  manner  op- 
pofe  the  arms,  or  impede  the  ge¬ 
nerous  defigns  of  their  deliverers. 
The  fail  ure,  with  refpedl  to  the 
great  objects  of  the  defign,  ocea- 
fioned  the  laying  by  for  the  prefent 
of  this  detathed  part. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that 
the  near  contemplation  of  fuch 
vafi  objects,  and  the  flattering 
light  in  which  they  appeared, 
fhould  wonderfully  elevate  the 
fpirits  of  the  Americans,  and 
greatly  invigorate  their  meafures 
and  counfels,  Wafhington’s  ar¬ 
my  was  accordingly  recruited  and 
filled  up  with  fuch  diligence,  that 
it  was  laid  to  exceed  20,000  men  * 
and  the  northern  provinces  were 
in  readinefs  to  fend  their  militia, 

and 
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and  every  denomination  of  mili¬ 
tary,  to  take  Hi  are,  along  with 
him  and  their  French  allies,  in 
the  final  overthrow  of  New  York. 
Nor  was  it  even  apprehended,  that 
the  failure  of  the  preliminary 
parts  of  the  plan  in  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies,  could  at  all  have  affefted  the 
main  objeft  with  refpeft  to  North 
America. 

But  it  was  impoftible  that  any 
judgment  formed  at  a  diftance, 
could  interfere  with  M.  de  Gui- 
chen’s  knowledge  of  the  ftate  and 
condition  of  his  own  force.  Be- 
fides  the  iicklinefs  of  his  people, 
he  was  fenfible  that  his  fhips  had 
differed  fo  much  by  long  fervice 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  as  well  as  in 
the  feveral  engagements,  that 
they  were  not  by  any  means  in  a 
condition  to  encounter,  either  the 
roughnefs  of  the  fervice  or  of  the 
climate,  which  they  mull;  neceffa- 
rily  undergo  in  the  North  Ame¬ 
rican  campaign.  This  know¬ 
ledge,  and  the  determination 
founded  upon  it,  were,  however, 
ftriftly  referved  to  himfelf,  or  to 
thofe  in  his  immediate  confidence. 
And  when  he  took  a  great  convoy 
from  the  French  iftands  under  his 
protection,  it  was  if  ill  thought  or 
expefted  ori  all  hands,  that  as  foon 
as  he  had  feen  them  fo  far  on  their 
way  as  to  be  out  of  danger,  he 
would  then  proceed  to  the  coaft  of 
America,  for  the  accomplifhment 
of  the  projected  enterprize.  But 
that  commander  proceeded  direct¬ 
ly  to  Europe  with  his  fleet  and 
convoy;  and  the  bad  date  of  his 
fhips,  when  he  arrived  a-t  Cadiz, 
fufficiently  juftiAed  his  conduft. 

Nothing  was  ever  more  galling 
to  the  Americans  than  this  difap- 
pointment.  It  is  even  faid,  that 
Waihington  himfelf,  could  not 
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entirely  preferve  that  command  of 
countenance,  and  equanimity  of 
temper,  by  both  of  which  he  is  fo 
much  diftinguilhed.  All  the  views 
of  France  and  America,  with  re¬ 
fpeft  to  the  campaign,  were  now 
Anally  fhut  up  ;  and  the  force  fenc 
by  the  former  to  Rhode  Ifland, 
with  a  view  of  general  co-opera¬ 
tion,  was  now  reduced  to  aft  only 
upon  the  defen  five  as  a  garrifon., 
Undoubtedly,  Great  Britain  had 
a  wonderful  efcape  from  the  dan¬ 
gers  of  the  prefent  campaign  ;  and 
the  ifland  of  Jamaica  has  expe- 
rienced  a  Angular  fortune,  in  the 
various  hair-breadth  rifques,  which 
fhe  has  encountered  during  the 
war.  Through  all  this  courfe  of 
tranfaftion,  the  Admirals  Arbuth- 
not  and  Graves,  kept  the  French 
fquadron  as  clofely  blockaded  at 
Rhode  Ifland,  as,  the  advantage 
derived  from  the  occaflonal  fheiter 
of  fome  neighbouring  iftands  could 
afford,  and  the  uncertainty  of  the 
winds  and  Teas  would  admit. 

In  the  mean  time,  Sir  George 
Rodney  being  aware  of  the  origi¬ 
nal  deflgn  again  ft  New  York  ; 
and  apprehenflve  that  both  the  Bri- 
tifh  land  and  naval  force  would  be 
entirely  overwhelmed  by  the  vaft 
fuperiority  of  the  enemy,  as  foon 
as  he  had  received  certain  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  departure  of  M.  de 
Guichen  from  Cape  Francis  im¬ 
mediately  failed  himfelf,  with 
eleven  capital  fhips,  and  four  fri¬ 
gates,  to  their  fuppofed  aftiftance 
and  relief.  Although  he  o 
found,  foon  after  his  ar-  ePt*  1 4* 
rival  at  New  York,  that  this  ef¬ 
fort  of  zeal  for  the  public  fervice, 
which  had  arifen  from  the  fpur  of 
the  occafion,  might  have  been 
difpenfed  with  ;  yet  he  difeovered 
in  the  end,  that  he  had  no  caufe 

to 
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to  regret  the  trouble  which  he  had  the  unknown  but  dreadful  calami- 
taken  ;  as  it  proved  the  fbrtunate  ty,  which  was  to  take  place  in  the 
means  of  faving  the  fquadron  un-  Well  Indies* 
der  his  immediate  command,  from 

CHAP.  Itr. 

Dreadful  hurricane  in  the  Wefl  Indies .  Definition  and  calamity  in  Bar - 
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if  and s.  Humanity  of  the  Marquis  de  Bouille.  Hurricane  in  Jamaica, 
down  of  Savanna  la  Mar  overwhelmed.  Large  trade  of  rich  country , 
in  a  great  meafure  defir oyed.  Difir effes ,  and  great  Ioffes ,  of  the  inhabi¬ 
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the  American  General  Arnold.  Major  Andre  employed  in  the  completion 
ef  the  Jcheme.  Is  taken  in  difguife ,  on  his  return  from  the  American 
camp.  Avows  his  name  and  condition  in  a  letter  to  Gen .  VFaJhington. 
Gen.  Arnold  ef  capes  on  board  the  Vulture  ftp  of  war.  Various  letters 
written ,  and  means  ineffectually  ufed,  in  order  to  fave  Major  Andre  from 
the  impending  danger.  He  is  tried  by  a  board  of  American  General  Officers • 
His  candour  and  magnanimity  on  the  trial :  is  fentenced  on  his  own  confef- 
Jion ,  and  the  tefiimony  of  the  papers  which  were  found  upon  him.  Libe¬ 
rality  with  which  he  was  treated ,  and  his  fenfe  of  it.  His  untimely 
death  clofes  the  tragedy.  Unufual  fympathy  which  he  excited  in  the 
American  army.  Gen.  Arnold  is  appointed  to  a  command  in  the  Britijh 
army.  Publifes  an  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  America  ;  and  a  pro¬ 
clamation ,  directed  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  continental  army. 
Difireffes  in  the  American  Army ,  and  fame  of  their  caufes. 


THE  Weft  Indies  were  now 
doomed  to  experience  the 
weight  of  an  enemy,  far  more  ir¬ 
refutable  and  terrible,  than  any 
which  the  malice,  or  power  of 
their  own  fpecies,  could  arm 
againft  them.  This  was  a  hurri¬ 
cane  of  fo  dreadful  a  kind,  that  it 
feemed  to  be  rather  one  of  the  lall 
pangs  and  convulfions  of  nature, 
than  any  of  thofe  cultomary  exer¬ 
tions,  in  which  fhe  happily  produ¬ 
ces  general  good,  though  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  fome  partial  evil. 

Although  this  tremendous  fcourge 
of  Providence,  feemed  to  fweep  the 
feas  and  the  land  with  wild  and 


undiflinguifhed  fury,  yet  the  anti- 
entcolony,  and  till  then  dourifhing 
ifiand  of  Barbadoes,  was  more 
particularly  the  marked  vidtim  of 
its  rage.  The  hurricane  began  in 
that  ifiand,  on  the  morning  of  the 
10th  of  Odlober,  1780  ;  and  con¬ 
tinued,  with  little  intermiffion, 
about  48  hours.  In  the  afternoon 
of  the  firft  day,  the  fhips  were 
driven  from  their  anchors,  and  ob¬ 
liged  to  encounter  all  the  horrors 
of  the  moll  outrageous  fea  that  the 
oldelt  feaman  had  ever  beheld. 
They  could  not,  however,  have 
envied,  if  they  had  known  their 
condition,  the  fituation  of  thofe 
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whom  they  had  left  behind  on 
Shore. 

In  the  courfe  of  that  dreadful 
aight.  Bridge  Town,  the  capital 
of  the  ifland,  was  nearly  laid  level 
with  the  earth.  The  hidory  of 
the  government  houfe,  will  give 
fome  idea  of  the  fate  of  the  other 
buildings  in  that  town,  and  of 
the  date  of  their  inhabitants.  That 
building,  which,  from  its  unufual 
ftrength,  feemed  calculated  to 
brave  all  the  outrages  of  feafons, 
was  nearly  of  a  circular  form,  and 
its  walls  above  three  feet  in  thick- 
nefs.  No  means  were  negledled, 
betimes  in  the  evening,  to  bar¬ 
ricade  the  doors  and  windows  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  fhould  render 
them  proof  to  all  outward  violence. 
But  before  ten  o’clock,  the  irre- 
liftable  force  of  the  temped  burd 
its  way  through  different  parts  of 
the  houfe ;  and  having  in  fome 
time  carried  off  the  roof,  and  the 
ruins  tumbling  on  all  fides,  the 
governor’s  family  were  obliged  to 
By  for  refuge  to  the  fouterrains ; 
but  they  were  foon  driven  from 
that  afylum  by  the  burding  in  of 
the  water,  which,  through  the  con¬ 
tinued  torrents  of  rain  that  fell, 
threatened  nothing  lefs  than  a 
deluge. 

Nothing  now  remained,  but  an 
endeavour  to  gain  the  fields  ;  an 
attempt,  than  which,  except  their 
prefent  fituation,  nothing  could 
appear  more  dreadful  or  dangerous. 
It,  however,  fo  far  fucceeded, 
that  they  gained  fome  temporary 
fhelter,  amongd  the  ruins  of  the 
foundation  or  platform,  on  which 
the  dag-daff  had  been  erefled. 
But  thele,  however  maffy,  became 
fo  obedient  to  the  increafed  vio¬ 
lence  and  adonifhing  force  of  the 
wind,  as  to  threaten  indant  de- 


dru&ion  to  the  diftrefled  fugitives, 
who  were  again  compelled  to  en¬ 
counter  all  the  open  horrors  of  the 
temped.  The  governor,  and  fucli 
others  as  had  drength  and  recol- 
ledlion  enough  to  keep  together, 
after  being  frequently  blown 
down,  and  rolled  about  in  the 
mire  and  wet,  at  length  gained  a 
battery,  and  took  fhelter  under 
the  gun  carriages  ;  where  they  fat 
in  continual  apprehenfion  of  being 
crufhed  to  pieces,  fo  terribly  were 
the  cannon  moved  by  the  dorm. 

The  other  houfes  of  the  town 
being  much  earlier  dedroyed,  the 
furviving  inhabitants  were  of 
courfe  expofed  to  the  miferies  of  a 
longer  night  of  continued  danger 
and  horror.  Numbers  were  bu¬ 
ried  in  their  houfes ;  and  the 
dreadful  uproar  of  the  temped, 
was  intermixed  with  the  groans  of 
the  dying,  the  cries  of  thofe  who 
were  incapable  of  dragging  their 
maimed  and  wounded  bodies  from 
the  ruins,  and  the  fcreams  of  wo¬ 
men  and  children,  whofe  fate 
feemed  only  to  be  deferred  for 
greater  horrors,  whild  they  were 
lamenting,  or  calling  for  help  to 
their  lod  friends. 

The  day-light  prefented  fuch 
a  fcene  of  defolation  as  has  feldom 
been  equalled.  That  beautiful 
ifland,  fo  lately  glowing  in  the 
riched  bloom  and  verdure  of  con¬ 
tinual  fpring,  now  prefented  the 
image  of  thofe  broken  and  dreary 
polar  regions,  whofe  difmal  wades 
are  buried  in  eternal  winter.  The 
fmaller  towns  experienced  a  fimi- 
lar  ruin  with  the  capital.  It  was 
faid,  that  not  one  houfe  or  build¬ 
ing  in  the  ifland,  however  drong 
or  flickered,  was  exempt  from  da¬ 
mage  ;  but  that,  in  general,  rhey 
were  levelled  to  the  ground,  the 
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plantations  dedroyed,  and  the 
produce  of  the  earth  fo  totally  torn 
up  and  difperfed,  as  not  to  leave 
a  trace  behind.  To  increafe  the 
calamity,  mod  of  the  living  dock 
of  the  illand>  particularly  of  the 
horned  kind,  perifhed,  And  re¬ 
putable  and  opulent  families  were, 
in  common  with  the  moll  indi¬ 
gent,  expofed  to  the  dill  unex- 
hauded  fury  of  the  temped,  with¬ 
out  food,  raiment,  or  cover. 

The  lofs  of  human  lives  was 
great,  even  among  the  Whites ; 
but  including  the  Blacks,  amount¬ 
ed  to  fome  thoufands.  The  num¬ 
bers  could  not,  however,  be  accu¬ 
rately  eftimated.  Beiides  thofe 
who  fell  victims  to  the  violence 
and  inclemency  of  the  weather, 
and  whofe  bodies  were  eafily 
found,  many  were  entombed  in 
their  own  houfes,  arid  in  the  ruins 
of  others,  who  could  only  be  dis¬ 
covered  by  Time.  Many  were 
whirled  by  the  force  of  the  temped 
into  the  fea  ;  many  carried  off  by 
the  waves,  which  being  driven 
over  their  cudomary  mounds  in¬ 
vaded  the  fhore  ;  and  perhaps,  not 
a  fmaller  number,  by  the  torrents 
of  frefh  water  which  poured  from 
the  clouds.  As  the  fird  objed  of 
the  furvivors,  next  to  the  provid¬ 
ing  of  immediate  food  and  fhelter, 
was  the  guarding  againd  a  pedi- 
lence,  by  the  fpeedy  interment  of 
thofe  dead  bodies  which  were  eafi- 
ly  found,  their  number  was  little 
attended  to,  in  that  feene  of  hurry, 
diilrefs,  and  confufion. 

Perhaps  there  is  not  in  hido-.ry 
a  more  extraordinary  instance  of 
the  united  force  of  the  winds  and 
waves,  than  was  fhewn  upon  this 
occadon,  in  the  removal  of  a  can¬ 
non  of  twelve  pound  ball,  from 
the  fouth  to  the  north  battery  ; 


being  a  didance  of  one  hundred 
and  forty  yards  i  a  circumdance 
which  we  fhould  have  been  afraid 
of  relating  upon  any  lefs  authori¬ 
ty*  than  that  of  a  public  docu¬ 
ment,  tranfmitted  to  the  fecretarv 
of  date  by  the  governor  of  the 
ifland. 

It  happened  mod  fortunately* 
and  probably  faved  Barbadoes  from 
utter  ruin*  that  Gen.  Vaughan, 
with  a  coniiderable  body  of  troops 
were  then  on  the  idand.  For  be- 
fides  that  the  Blacks  were  in  a  ra¬ 
tio  of  four  or  five  to  one  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  Whites,  they  were  in- 
cumbered  with  above  800  prifon- 
ers  of  war  ;  who,  as  well  as  the 
word  and  mod  dangerous  members 
of  their  own  community,  were  all 
fet  at  large  by  the  dedruftion  of 
the  prifons.  The  general’s  houfe 
being  early  dedroyed,  he  and  his 
family  underwent  a  full  fhare  of 
the  dangers  and  calamities  of  the 
night ;  his  fecretary’s  thigh  was 
broken,  and  he  did  not  efcape 
himfelf  without  many  bruifes. 

Such  are  the  happy  effects  of 
order  and  difeipline,  that  al¬ 
though  the  barracks  and  hofpita! 
were  blown  dovyn*  the  lofs  fudain- 
ed  by  the  troops  was  very  inconff- 
derable ;  and  though  the  rapine 
of  the  negroes  during  the  general 
confufion,  kept  pace  with  the  vio-  : 
lence  of  the  temped,  yet  the  ac-  ; 
tivity  of  the  officers,  and  the  ala¬ 
crity  of  the  private  men*  fucceeded 
fo  happily,  as  nearly  to  fave  all  the 
(lores  and  provisions  de  dined  for 

-i 

the  fervice  of  the  army  and  navy. 
It  was  r>o  lefs  fortunate,  at  a  time 
when  famine  was  daring  the  whole 
ifland  in  the  face,  and  that  the 
mod  dreadful  confequences  were 
to  be  apprehended  from  its  effect, 
upon  the  negroes,  that  the  quan¬ 
tity 
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tiry  of  the  latter  was  very  confi- 
derable. 

It  fhould  be  remembered,  to  the 
honour  and  praife  of  Don  Pedro 
St.  Jago,  a  captain  of  the  regi¬ 
ment  of  Arragon,  and  of  the  other 
Spanifh  prifoners,  at  Barbadces, 
who  were  aii  under  his  immediate 
dire&ion,  that  they  a&ed  the  kind 
part  of  friends,  inftead  of  behaving 
like  enemies,  or  even  with  indif¬ 
ference  in  this  feafon  of  calamity; 
and  that  they  omitted  no  labour 
or  fervice  within  their  power,  for 
the  affiitance  of  the  diftreffed  in¬ 
habitants,  and  the  prefervation  of 
public  order. 

The.iflands  of  St.  Lucia,  Gra¬ 
nada,  and  St.  Vincent,  were  like- 
wife  laid  nearly  defolate.  In  the 
firft,  all  the  huts  and  barracks  for 
the  troops,  as  well  as  the  other 
buildings  of  the  ifland,  were 
blown  down.  At  Granada,  the 
devaluation  was  proportioned  to 
the  fuperior  cultivation  and  im¬ 
provement  of  that  ifland  ;  and  of 
St.  Vincent’s,  it  was  faid,  that  not 
a  houfe  was  left  handing.  Domi¬ 
nique,  likewife  fuffered  greatly. 

Molt  of  the  fhips  of  war  were 
driven  out  to  fea  from  St.  Lucia, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  hurricane. 
The  Vengeance,  which  was  moor¬ 
ed  within  the  Careenage,  a  place, 
ever  till  now,  confidered  as  afford¬ 
ing  the  utmoft  fecurity  in  all  winds 
and  weather,  was,  notwithftand- 
ing  that,  and  every  immediate 
effort  for  her  further  fafety,  dri¬ 
ven  upon  the  recks,  and  her  efcape 
from  utter  deftru&ion,  exceeded  all 
hepe  and  expeftation.  The  tranf- 
ports,  victuallers,  and  traders, 
were  at  belt  difmafted,  and  moftly 
driven  on  (hore. 

Of  the  fhips  of  war  which  were 
driven  out  to  fea,  the  Montague 
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returned,  without  mad  or  bow- 
fprit  handing,  and  eight  feet  water 
in  her  hold  —  the  Ajax,  greatly 
damaged— the  Beaver's  prize,  of 
1 S  guns,  was  wrrecked  on  the  brack 
of  the  ifland,  and  all  the  officers 
and  crewj  except  17  men,  periffi- 
ed.  The  prefervation  of  the 
Amazon,  after  being  overfet  in 
the  utmoft  violence  of  the  hurri¬ 
cane,  notwithstanding  the  praifes 
juhly  due,  to  the  undaunted  refo- 
lution,  and  the  unequalled  efforts 
and  activity  of  the  officers  and 
crew,  feems  fo  little  fhort  of  be¬ 
ing  miraculous,  that,  at  a  greater 
dihance  of  time,  it  would  have 
been  deemed  incredible.  The 
Andromeda  and  Laurel,  of  28 
guns  each,  were  nor  fo  fortunate; 
they  were  both  loft  on  the  coaft  of 
Martinique,  none  of  the  officers, 
and  very  few  of  the  crews  beincr 
faved,  The  Deal  Caftle,  of  24 
guns,  fullered  the  fame  fate  ;  and 
the  Egmont  yof  74,  arrived  at  Ja¬ 
maica,  without  a  maft,  and  in  all 
other  refpedls  little  better  than  a 
wreck. 

The  fquadron  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Admiral  Rowley,  which 
convoyed  the  Jamaica  trade  on  its 
way  to  Europe,  experienced  no 
lefs  calamity,  and  fuftained  ftill 
greater  lofs.  Of  this  fquadron, 
the  Admiral,  with  five  more,  re¬ 
turned  to  Jamaica,  moftly  difmaft- 
ed,  and  all  difabled.  The  Ber¬ 
wick,  being  feparated,  and  dif- 
mafted,  found  it  lefs  difficult,  or 
thought  it  lefs  dangerous,  to  pro¬ 
ceed  alone  to  England,  than  to 
return.  But  the  Stirling  Caftle, 
of  64  guns,  was  totally  loft  on  the 
coaft  of  Hifpaniola,  and  only 
about  50  of  the  crew  faved.  The 
folitary  fate  of  the  Thunderer,  of 
74  guns,  under  the  conduct  of 
[C]  Com- 
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Commodore  Boyle  Walfingham, 
was  ftill  more  calamitous ;  ftie  be¬ 
ing  fo  completely  fwallowed  up  in 
this  conflictof  the  elements,  thatno 
memorial  or  particulars  ©fherca- 
taftrophe  can  ever  come  to  light. 

The  Phoenix  of  44  guns.  Sir 
JJyde  Parker,  was  wrecked  on 
the  ifland  of  Cuba  ;  but  the  offi¬ 
cers,  and  moll  of  her  crew,  were 
happily  faved.  The  Barbadoes 
and  VRlor  Hoops  of  war,  with  the 
Cameleon,  Scarborough,  and  La 
Blanche  frigates,  became  like  wife, 
upon  different  fervices,  and  with 
a  partial  or  total  lofs  of  men  and 
officers,  vidlims  to  the  rage  of  this 
mercilefs  feafon. 

The  French  iflands,  feem  to 
have  fuffered  even  more  than  the 
Engliffi,  excepting  only  Barba¬ 
does.  At  Martinique,  the  beauti¬ 
ful  town  of  St.  Pierre,  built  upon 
the  fliore,  was  faid  to  have  been 
entirely  overwhelmed  and  waffied 
away  ;  and  the  town  of  Baffeterre, 
in  Guadaloupe,  was  reported  to 
have  fhared  the  fame  fate.  About 
ftxty  fail  of  tranfports  from  France, 
which  had  arrived  that  morning 
at  Martinique,  with  ftores,  and 
2,500  troops  on  board,  were  all 
driven  out  to  fea  ;  and  both  (hips 
and  foldiers  fuffered  extremely. 
Several  were  entirely  loft ;  and 
fome  were  taken,  by  thofe  who 
had  themfelves  juft  efcaped  the 
danger,  and  who  were  ftill  fuffer- 
ing  under  the  effects  of  the  com¬ 
mon  calamity.  The  Experiment 
of  50  guns,  and  the  Juno  of  for¬ 
ty,  with  fome  other  Royal  French 
frigates,  were  entirely  deftroyed  ; 
and  19  fail  of  loaded  Dutch  vef- 
fels  were  dafhed  to  pieces  on  the 
ifland  of  Granada.  Nor  did  the 
Dutch  ifland  of  St*  Euftatius, 
efcape  the  general  effe&s  of  the 
hurricane  ;  the  damage  there  being 


GISTER,  1781; 

eftimated  at  not  lefs  than  150,000!. 
fterling. 

The  humanity  of  the  Marquis 
de  Bouille,  affords  fome  relief  to 
thefe  feenes  of  horror  and  devalla- 
tion.  That  governor  fent  31  Bri- 
tifh  failors,  (being  the  poor  re¬ 
mains  that  were  faved  of  the  crews 
of  the  Laurel  and  Andromeda) 
under  a  flag  of  truce,  to  Com¬ 
modore  Hotham,  at  St.  Lucia,  ac¬ 
companied  with  a  letter  or  mef- 
fage,  in  which  he  declared,  that  he 
could  not  confider  in  the  light  of 
enemies,  men  who  had  fo  hard¬ 
ly  efcaped  in  a  contention  with 
the  force  of  the  elements  ;  but 
that  they,  having,  in  common 
with  his  own  people,  been  par¬ 
takers  of  the  fame  danger,  were, 
in  like  manner,  entitled  to  every 
comfort  and  relief  which  could  bs 
given,  in  a  feafon  of  fuch  univer- 
fal  calamity  and  diftrefs.  He  only 
lamented,  he  faid,  that  their  num¬ 
ber  was  fo  fmali  ;  and  particular¬ 
ly,  that  none  of  the  officers  were 
faved.  Thus  did  that  eminent 
commander,  and  magnanimous 
enemy,  fuftain  the  high  chara&er 
which  he  has  fo  juftly  attained,  as 
well  with  the  Englifh  as  his  own 
nation,  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent 
war;  and  to  which,  or  more  pro¬ 
perly,  to  thofe  great  qualities  from 
which  it  is  derived,  he  is  perhaps 
no  lefs  beholden  for  fome  of  his  ac~ 
quifttions,  than  to  the  fuperiority 
of  his  arms. 

When  it  is  recolledled  that  the 
hurricanes  of  this  feafon,  fwept 
the  coafts  of  Europe  and  America 
as  well  as  the  Weft  Indies  ;  and 
that  even  a  beautiful  part  of  the 
country,  on  both  fides  of  the 
Thames,  between  London  and 
Richmond,  fuffered  very  much 
(about  the  time  of  the  devastation 
in  the  Leeward  Iflands)  by  a  hur¬ 
ricane 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [35 


rlcane  of  fo  peculiar  and  dreadful 
a  nature,  as  had  not  been  frequent¬ 
ly  experienced  in  this  climate  and 
country,  it  will  afford  no  caufe 
of  wonder,  that  Jamaica  fhould 
partake  deeply  of  the  common  ca¬ 
lamity. 

The  hurricane  in  Jamaica,  was, 
however,  different  in  many  re- 
fpedfs  from  the  others.  It  was 
earlier  in  point  of  time  by  a  week, 
than  that  at  Barbadoes ;  and  was 
more  complex,  being  accompanied 
by  an  earthquake,  and  a  mofl  ex¬ 
traordinary  /well  of  the  fea,  which 
rendered  it  kill  more  terrible,  as 
well  as  fatal.  But  its  effedts  were 
happily  more  confined  ;  and  it 
feems  to  have  been  only  the  tip  of 
its  eaflern  wing,  which  fvvept  the 
welfern  point  of  that  ifland.  The 
two  large  didridls,  which  are  call¬ 
ed  parifhes,  of  Weflmoreland  and 
Hanover,  which  include  the  whole 
breadth  of  Jamaica  in  its  weflern 
extreme,  were  accordingly  the 
principal  vidtims  of  its  rage;  al¬ 
though  their  neared:  eaftern  neigh¬ 
bours,  in  the  parifhes  of  St.  James 
and  Elizabeth,  felt  no  fmall  fhare 
of  its  fury. 

Whild  the  unhappy  inhabitants 
of  Savanna  la  Mar  (then  a  confi- 
derable  trading  town  on  the  fouth 
>-.0  j  fide  of  the  ifland,  in 
Wedmoreland  parifh) 
were  gazing  with  adonifhment, 
at  fuch  a  fwell  of  the  fea,  and  agi¬ 
tation  of  its  waves,  as  had  never 
been  before  beheld  ;  on  a  fud- 
den,  at  once,  burding  through  all 
bounds,  and  furmounting  all  ob- 
dacles,  it  overwhelmed  the  town  ; 
'and  fwept  every  thing  away  fo 
completely  upon  its  retreat,  as 
not  to  leave  the  frnalled  vedige  of 
man,  bead,  or  habitation  behind. 


About  300  perfons,  of  all  colours* 
perifhed  in  this  dreadful  irruption* 
The  fea  flowed  up  half  a  mile  be¬ 
yond  its  ufual  fixed  limits  ;  and  fo 
fudden  and  unavoidable  was  the 
dedrudion,  although  it  took  place 
at  noon  day,  that  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  one  gentleman’s  houfe, 
confiding  of  ten  whites,  and  about 
forty  negroes,  not  a  foul  of  either 
fort  efcaped. 

This  was  only  the  prelude  to 
immediate  and  more  extenfive  ca¬ 
lamity.  Where  the  fea,  in  its 
prefent  degree  of  force,  could  not 
reach,  the  bufinefs  of  dedrudtion 
was  nearly  as  effectually  carried  on 
by  the  fucceeding  earthquake  and 
hurricane.  Between  both,  fcarcely 
a  houfe  or  building  of  any  fort  was 
left  danding  in  the  two  fird  pa¬ 
rifhes  we  mentioned,  any  more 
than  in  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
two  others  ;  particularly  that  of 
St.  James,  which  flood  in  the 
next  degree  of  fuffering.  A  great 
number  of  the  white  inhabitants, 
and  of  neceffity,  a  much  greater 
of  the  negroes,  perifhed  during 
the  courfe  of  the  hurricane.  The 
provifions  were  entirely  dedroyed  ; 
and  the  live  dock  efcaped  little 
better.  But  the  calamity  was  not 
confined  to  the  fruits  of  the  earth, 
nor  to  its  immediate  inhabitants. 
The  rich  and  cultivated  foil,  was 
in  many  places  covered  with  heaps 
of  derile  matter,  which  could  not 
be  removed  by  any  profitable  la¬ 
bour,  and  which  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  culture  to  reclaim.  Thus 
a  people,  who  had  generally  been 
in  a  date  of  high  affluence,  were 
in  an  inflant  reduced  to  the  ex¬ 
treme  of  want  and  mifery.  Their 
remote  fituation  rendered  their 
condition  the  more  .deplorable, 

[C]  2  There 
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There  was  no  friend  or  kind  neigh¬ 
bour  £0  fly  to  for  an  afylum,  where 
all  were  equally  wretched. 

The  damage  in  the  parifh  of 
Weft  moreland  only,  was  eftimat- 
ed  at  950,000!.  Jamaica  curren¬ 
cy,  amounting  to  near  700,000  1. 
fterling.  In  that  of  Hanover,  one 
fourth  part  of  the  abfolute  pro¬ 
perty,  was  faid  to  be  loft  for 
ever.  The  damage  in  the  other 
two  parifhes  was  very  confider- 
able. 

The  merchants  of  ICingfton,  the 
metropolis  of  the  ifland,  gene- 
roufly  fubfcribed  10,000  1.  for  the 
immediate  relief  of  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  fufferers ;  the  value  of  which 
was  fpeedily  tranfmitted  t©  them, 
in  thofe  articles  of  cloathing  and 
provifion  which  were  moft  urgent¬ 
ly  neceffary.  But  the  bounty  of 
the  crown  and  parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  would  afford  a  lafting  tef- 
timonial  of  the  beneficence,  libe¬ 
rality,  and  grandeur  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  if  all. other  memorials  of  its 
generofity  and  greatnefs  were  for¬ 
gotten.  In  the  height  of  a  lof- 
ing  and  moft  unfortunate  domef- 
tic  and  foreign  war  ;  a  war,  not 
lefs  diftinguiftied  from  all  others 
by  the  greatnefs  of  its  Ioffes,  than 
by  its  unparalleled  expences  ;  yet, 
in  this  itate  of  public  and  private 
calamity,  the  hcufe  of  commons 
inflantly  granted  80,000  1.  for  the 
relief  of  the  fufferers  in  Barba- 
does,  and  40,000!.  for  thofe  in 
Jamaica.  The  generous  benefac¬ 
tions  of  individuals  kept  pace  with 
the  public  munificence. 

Whilft  the  Weft  India  iflands 
were  doubly  fu fieri ng,  under  all 
the  evils  of  war,  and  under  fome 
of  the  greatefl  calamities  of  na¬ 
ture,  the  Continent  of  North  Ame¬ 
rica  enjoyed  fome  tolerable  refpite 


from  the  one,  and  had  pretty  well 
efcaped  the  other.  Admiral  Ar- 
buthnot  ftill  continued  his  ftation 
about  Gardner’s  Bay  and  Block 
Ifland,  to  watch  the  motions  of 
M.  ae  Ternay;  whilft  the  induftry 
of  the  French  was  quickened,  in 
completing  the  fortifications,  and 
increafing  the  defences  of  the  har¬ 
bour,  at  Rhode  Ifland,  from  an 
apprehenfton  of  the  great  fuperi- 
ority  of  naval  force,  which  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  Sir  George  Rodney  had 
thrown  into  the  fcale  on  the  Bri- 
tifh  fide. 

Whether  it  proceeded  from  a 
knowledge  that  the  fortifications 
at  Rhode  Ifland  were  now  in  fuch 
ftrength  on  the  land  fide,  as  to  bid 
defiance  to  any  force  which  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  could  with  fafety 
draw  from  New  York,  whether  the 
harbour  was  fo  well  fortified  as 
not  to  admit  the  approach  of  the 
fleet,  or  whether  the  feafon  was 
fo  far  advanced,  that  it  would  not 
be  prudent  to  expofe  the  fhips  to 
the  dangerous  uncertainty  of  the 
weather,  we  do  not  know  ;  but 
however  it  was,  no  attempt  was 
made  to  derive  any  advantage  from 
the  prefent  naval  fuperiority.  The 
critics  upon  military  affairs,  with 
whom  New  York,  nearly  from  its 
firft  coming  into  our  hands,  pe¬ 
culiarly  abounded,  were  as  bit¬ 
ter  in  their  cenfures,  and  revil¬ 
ed  the  commanders  with  as  little 
mercy  and  deceny  upon  this  oc- 
cafion,  as  they  had  both  themfelves 
and  their  predeceft'ors  upon  many 
others. 

During  this  apparent  calm,  and 
a  fort  of  tacit  ceffation  of  hoftili- 
ty,  produced  only  by  the  peculiar 
fituation  and  circumftances  of  the 
parties  on  both  fides,  a  fcheme  of 
the  utmoft  importance  was  in  agi¬ 
tation. 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [37 


tation,  calculated,  if  it  could  have 
taken  effect  in  its  full  extent,  to¬ 
tally  to  change  the  face  of  affairs 
in  America,  and  to  bring  the  war 
to  a  fpeedy,  if  not  immediate  con- 
clufion. 

Every  reader  is  fufficiently  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  figure  which  the 
American  General,  Arnold,  made, 
during  the  whole  courfe  of  the 
war.  In  peaceful  occupations  he 
was  not  fo  happy.  Retired  from 
the  army,  on  account  of  the  wound 
he  received  in  the  caufe  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  which  endeared  him  to 
that  whole  continent,  he  foon  loft 
the  affettions  of  his  countrymen, 
which  he  had  purchafed  at  fo  dear 
a  rate.  His  conduct  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Philadelphia,  to  which  he 
had  been  appointed  upon  the  re¬ 
treat  of  the  Britifh  army,  was  of 
fuch  a  nature,  or  fo  reprefented 
by  hjs  enemies,  as  drew  upon  him, 
not  only  the  odium  of  the'inhabi- 
tants  of  that  city,  but  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  in  general.  He  was  charged 
with  oppreflion,  extortion,  with 
exorbitant  and  enormous  charges 
upon  the  public  in  his  accounts, 
and  with  applying  the  public  mo¬ 
ney  and  property  to  his  own  pri¬ 
vate  ufe.  Many  of  the  particu¬ 
lars  appear  in  the  publications  of 
the  time. 

He  appealed  from  the  judgment 
of  the  commiftioners  who  had  been 
appointed  to  infpedl  his  accounts 
(and  who  had  rejected  above  half 
the  amount  of  his  demands)  to  the 
Congrefs  ;  and  they  appointed  a 
committee,  of  their  own  body,  to 
examine  and  fettle  the  bufinefs. 
The  committee  not  only  confirmed 
the  report  of  the  commiftioners, 
but  were  of  opinion,  that  they  had 
allowed  him  more  than  he  had  any 
right  to  expcdt  or  demand,  Mr, 


Arnold  fhewed  himfelf  highly  ir¬ 
ritated  by  this  determination  ;  and 
uttered  invedives  againft  the  Con¬ 
grefs,  not  lefs  violent  than  thofe 
that  he  had  before  thrown  out 
againft  the  commiftioners. 

He  was,  however,  foon  obliged 
to  abide  the  judgment  of  a  court- 
martial,  upon  the  various  charges 
of  malverfation  in  office,  exhibit¬ 
ed  againft  him  by  the  executive 
government  of  Philadelphia,  as 
Well  on  the  grounds  we  have  men¬ 
tioned,  as  on  fome  others.  This 
court  found  his  condud  (in  gene¬ 
ral  terms)  highly  reprehenfible, 
and  ordered  that  he  fhould  be  re¬ 
primanded  by  General  Waftiing- 
ton.  This  fentence  gave  no  fatif- 
fadion  to  the  accufers.  They  faid, 
that  the  confideration  of  General 
Arnold’s  former  fervices  had  ren¬ 
dered  his  judges  too  favourable. 
On  the  other  iide,  the  party  ac- 
cufed  attacked  them  as  giving  a 
general  cenfure,  becaufe  they 
were  refolved  to  find  him  guilty, 
and  yet  could  fix  on  nothing  fpe- 
cific. 

He  who  had  held  fo  large  a 
fhare  of  popularity,  could  not  but 
feverely  feel,  that  lofs  of  public 
opinion  and  private  efteem  which 
he  now  experienced.  He  was  not 
of  a  difpofition  to  be  filent  in  fuch 
circumftances.  He  complained 
loudly ;  and  made  as  little  fcruple 
of  charging  his  countrymen  in 
general  with  ingratitude,  as  their 
governors  of  injuftice. 

A  calm,  however,  on  all  fides, 
feerned  to  have  fucceeded  to  thefe 
violent  ftorms.  His  favour  with 
Gen,  Wafhington  feems  to  have 
continued  ;  and  he  was  foon  after 
his  reprimand  taken  again  into 
a&ual  fervice  in  the  principal  ar¬ 
my,  in  a  fituation  of  considerable 
[C]  3  rank 
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rank  and  truft.  In  the  temper  of 
mind  defcribed,  and  in  that  fitua- 
tion,  he  carried  on  a  negociation 
with  Sir  Henry  Clinton  for  the 
purpofe  of  returning  to  his  alle¬ 
giance,  and  of  delivering  up  the 
poll  and  part  of  the  army  which  he 
commanded  to  that  General.  How 
the  ice  was  firft  broken,  the  nego¬ 
ciation  conduced,  or  how  long  it 
had  been  in  agitation,' are  matters 
which  do  not  appear,  and  are  of 
little  confequence.  Its  failure  was 
marked  by  the  unhappy  fate  of 
Major  Andre,  adjutant -general  of 
the  Britifh  army  ;  a  riling  young 
officer  of  great  hope,  and  of  no 
common  merit. 

This  was  the  gentleman  em¬ 
ployed,  at  lead:,  in  the  completion 
of  the  meafures  taken  in  concert 
with  Gen.  Arnold.  Objects  of 
vaft  importance,  will  necefiarily 
occasion  a  deviation  from  all  gene¬ 
ral  rules,  if  not  from  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  addon.  That  now  in  view, 
was  the  mod  momentous  that 
could  well  be  offered.  It  held 
out,  along  with  the  conclufion  of 
a  doubtful  and  dangerous  war, 
no  lefs  than  the  final  subjugation, 
without  condition  or  treaty,  of  the 
revoked  American  Colonies.  It  is 
not  then  to  be  wondered  at,  that 
the  near  apparent  grafp  of  fo  great 
a  prize,  fhould  banifh  all  leffcr 
confiderations  ;  and  prove  fuch  a 
fpur  to  enterprize,  as  no  rifque, 
danger,  or  poffible  confequeq^es, 
could  be  capable  of  counteracting. 
Andre,  who  by  his  open  bravery, 
high  ideas  of  candour,  and  dif- 
dain  of  duplicity,  was  not  fo  fit 
for  an  employment,  which  along 
with  great  mechanical  boldnefs,  re¬ 
quired  a  proportionable  degree  of 
diffimulation  and  circumfpe&ion, 
yet  poffcffed  other  qualities,  which 
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feemed  fully  to  counterbalance 
that  deficiency.  His  fidelity  and 
honour  were  fixed  and  unalterable; 
and  thefe  were  qualities  not  much 
to  be  expected  in  thofe,  who  in 
other  refpeds  might  feem  much 
fitter  for  the  purpofe.  Befides, 
his  place,  character,  and  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  the  commander  in  chief, 
which  he  was-  known  fully  to  pof- 
fefs,  afforded  a  weight  to  his  ne¬ 
gociation,  the  want  of  which  in 
meaner  agents  would  have  been  at¬ 
tended  with  many  difficulties. 

The  failure  of  the  French  fleet 
with  refped  to  the  attack  on  New 
York,  having  overthrown  all  the 
fchemes  of  adive  operation  on  the 
fide  of  the  Americans  for  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  feafon,  Wafhington  ftationed 
his  army  (which  vva^  now  confi- 
derably  reduced  in  dumber  and 
ftrength)  in  the  flrong  holds  of  the 
Highlands,  on  both  fides  of  the 
North  River,  for  the  winter ;  where 
its  fituation,  befides  fecurity,  af¬ 
forded  an  opportunity  of  watching 
the  motions  of  the  Britifh  forces, 
and  of  repreffing  the  incurfions 
from  New  York.  In  this  arrange¬ 
ment  of  the  American  forces,  the 
ffrong  and  very  important  poll  of 
Well  Point,  with  its  neighbouring 
dependencies,  and  awing,  or  very 
confiderable  divifion  of  the  army, 
were  entrufied  to  the  cufiody  and 
condud  of  Major  General  Ar¬ 
nold. 

Wafhington’s  abfence  in  Con¬ 
necticut,  was  probably  deemed  a 
favourable  opportunity  for  the  fi¬ 
nal  completion  of  a  negociation, 
which  it  is  evident  had  for  fome 
time  been  in  hand.  The  Vulture 
floop  of  war  had  been  previoufly 
Rationed  in  the  North  River,  at 
fuch  a  difiance  from  Arnold’s  pofis, 
as,  without  exciting  fufpicion, 

would. 
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would,  however,  ferve  for  carry¬ 
ing  on  the  neceffary  communica¬ 
tion.  It  appears  likewife  that  a 
written  correfpondence,  by  other 
means,  and  through  other  chan¬ 
nels,  had  been  carried  on,  between 
Arnold  and  Major  Andre,  at  New 
York,  under  the  borrowed  names 
of  Guflavus  and  Anderfon. 

The  outlines  of  the  project 
were,  that  Arnold  fhould  make 
fuch  a  difpofition  of  the  wing  of 
the  army  under  his  command,  as 
would  enable  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
completely  to  furprize  their  ftrong 
polls  and  batteries,  and  throw  the 
troops  fo  entirely  into  his  hands, 
that  they  mull  inevitably  either 
lay  down  their  arms,  or  be  cut  to 
pieces  on  the  fpot.  Befides  the 
immediate  poffeffion  of  thofe  flrong 
holds,  thus  cheaply  obtained,  and 
the  cutting  off  fo  great  a  part  of 
the  enemy’s  bell  force,  without 
lofs  or  difficulty,  the  confequences 
would  have  reached  much  farther  ; 
for  the  remainder  of  Washington's 
army,  would  then  have  been  laid 
open  in  fuch  a  manner,  to  the 
joint  exertion  of  the  Britifh  forces 
by  land  and  water,  that  nothing 
lefs  than  {laughter,  rout,  difper- 
fion,  and  final  ruin,  could, have 
been  the  refult  with  refpeft  to  the 
Americans.  Such  a  Broke  could 
not  have  been  recovered.  Inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  lofs  of  artillery, 
magazines,  and  {lores,  fuch  a  de- 
llru&ion  of  their  whole  difeiplined 
force,  and  of  mofl,  if  not  all  of 
their  cell  officers,  mull  have  been 
immediately  fatal. 

The  neceffary  arrangements  be¬ 
ing  made.  Major  Andre  was  land- 
'ed  at  night  from  the 
eP  •  21  •  floop  of  war,  without 
the  American  pods,  where  he 
found  Arnold  waiting  for  him 


on  the  Ihore.  The  latter  convey, 
ed  him  into  camp;  where  he  con¬ 
tinued  with  him,  during  that 
night  and  the  following  day.  In 
that  time  it  was  very  unfortunate¬ 
ly  found  neceffary  to  change  the 
Britifh  uniform  of  his  regiment, 
which  he  had  hitherto  worn  under 
a  furtout  coat,  for  fome  common 
drefs.  From  fome  alarm,  appre- 
henfions,  or  caufes,  which  do  not 
appear,  Arnold  could  not  fulfil 
his  promife  to  Andre,  of  fending 
him  back,  by  the  fame  way  that 
he  came,  in  order  to  get  on  board 
the  Vulture.  On  the  contrary, 
he  was  conveyed  the  fecond  night, 
through  a  remote  part  of  the  camp, 
and  then  left  to  purfue  a  journey 
of  fome  length,  and  alone,  to 
New  York.  He  was,  however, 
furnifhed  with  a  horfe,  and  with 
paffports  from  Arnold  ;  and  being 
now  quite  clear  of  the  different 
guards  and  polls  of  the  camp,  all 
of  which  he  had  paffed  under  the 
name  of  Anderfon,  he  could  not 
but  think  himfelf  in  tolerable 
fafety. 

But  fortune  was  not  in  fo  fa¬ 
vourable  a  mood.  In  palling 
through  a  place  called  Tarry 
Town,  on  the  following  day,  lit 
was  ftopt  by  three  young  volun¬ 
teers  or  militia  men,  who  do  not 
feem  to  have  been  upon  any  parti¬ 
cular  fervice  or  duty.  His  paff- 
port  feemed  at  firft  to  produce  its 
intended  effedl ;  and  after  a  perufal* 
they  buffered  him  to  proceed  with¬ 
out  further  trouble.  But  he  had 
rot  paffed  many  yards,  when  one 
of  them,  upon  a  little  recollec¬ 
tion,  was  fo  forcibly  flruck,  by 
the  impreflion  of  fome  particula¬ 
rity,  which  he  conceived  he  had 
perceived  in  the  flranger’s  manner 
or  countenance,  that  he  peremp- 
[C]  4  torily 
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torily  infilled  with  his  companions, 
upon  their  examining  him  more 
ftriClly.  This  recollection  was 
decilive  and  fatal.  Andre  was 
not  ufed  to,  nor  prepared  for  fuch 
encounters.  Or,  as  he  faid  him- 
felf  in  his  letter  to  Wafhinpron, 
*(  I  was  too  little  verfed  in  de- 
<s  ception,  to  pradife  it  with  any 
<c  degree  or  hope  of  fuccefs.” 
He  offered  the  captors  a  confi- 
derable  purfe  of  gold,  and  a  very 
valuable  watch,  for  letting  him 
pafs  ;  and  it  would  appear  from 
the  American  accounts,  and  in¬ 
deed  feems  confirmed,  by  the  very 
high  praifes  which  they  bellowed, 
upon  the  virtue  and  patriotism,  as 
they  called  it,  of  three  fimple 
young  men,  in  the  humbleft  walks 
of  life,  who  nobly  difdained,  be- 
iides  the  immediate  temptation, 
the  very  fafcinating  offers  of  per¬ 
manent  proviiion,  and  even  of 
future  promotion,  which  were 
made  them,  on  condition  of  their 
conveying  and  accompanying  the 
major  to  New  York. 

Upon  Andre’s  iirft  examina¬ 
tion,  he  Hill  fupported  the  name 
and  fuppofed  chart  Cter  of  Ander- 
fon,  a  real  or  imaginary  inha¬ 
bitant  of  New  York  ;  and  though 
the  papers  that  were  found  in  his 
boot,  fubjeCled  him  to  inflant  exe¬ 
cution,  in  the  ufuai  fummary  way 
pra&ifed  with  fpies,  yet  he  no¬ 
bly  chofe  to  encounter  that  im¬ 
mediate  danger,  and  ignominious 
fate,  rather  than  let  any  thing 
come  out  which  could  involve  Ar¬ 
nold,  until  he  had  time  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  his  fafety.  The  papers 
were  all  in  Arnold’s  hand-writing, 
and  contained  exaCl  returns,  of 
the  ftate  of  the  forces,  ordnance, 
and  defences,  at  Well  Point,  and 
its  dependencies,  with  the  artil¬ 


lery  orders,  critical  remarks  on 
the  works,  an  ,  eifimate  of  the 
number  of  men  that  were  ordi¬ 
narily  on  duty  to  man  them,  and 
a  copy  of  Tome  very  interefting 
matters,  which  had  been  lately 
laid  before  a  council  of  war  by  the 
commander  in  chief. 

Several  circumftances  attending 
this  tranfablion  were  highly  for¬ 
tunate  to  Arnold.  Particularly 
the  delay  occafioned  by  its  hap¬ 
pening  at  a  difcance  from  the 
camp  ;  as  well  as  through  the  in- 
decifion,  which  fo  new  and  ex¬ 
traordinary  a  cafe,  that  feemed 
beyond  their  reach  and  authority, 
neceffarily  produced  in  thofe  in¬ 
ferior  officers  or  country  magif- 
trates,  by  whom  Andre  was  fir  ft 
examined. 

General  Wafhington  returned 
from  Connecticut,  about  noon  on 
the  25th  ;  Andre  having  been  then 
full  48  hours  in  cuftody,  without 
any  knowledge  of  the  tranfaCtion 
having  yet  reached  the  camp.  At 
Arnold’s  quarters,  the  general  was 
informed  that  he  had  been  out  for 
fome  hours,  and  w^as  fuppofed  to 
be  gone  to  Weft  Point,  whither 
he  accordingly  went,  and  difco- 
vered  to  his  furprize,  that  he  had 
not  been  there  that  day  ;  this 
was,  however,  increafed  upon  his 
return,  when  he  found  that  he 
was  ftill  abfent  from  quarters. 
But  every  thing  now  was  upon 
the  point  of  being  cleared  up.  A 
packet  arrived,  with  an  account 
of  the  capture  of  John  Anderfon, 
and  encloftng  the  papers  which 
were,  found  upon  him  ;  accom¬ 
panied  iikewife,  with  a  letter 
from  the  prifoner  himfelf  to  the 
general.  He  was  now  alfo  in¬ 
formed,  that  Arnold  had  received 
a  letter,  which  threw  him  into 
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fome  viflble  degree  of  agitation, 
juft  before  his  departure  from 
quarters  in  the  morning.  Wafh- 
ington  immediately  iftued  orders, 
to  prevent,  if  poflible,  his  efcape  ; 
but  it  was  then  too  late;  for  Ar¬ 
nold,  upon  the  difcovery  of  his 
danger,  without  even  waiting  to 
fecure  or  deftroy  his  papers,  had 
abandoned  every  thing  ;  and  pro¬ 
ceeding  down  the  river,  under  the 
cover  of  a  flag,  was  then  fafe  on 
board  the  Vulture  ihip  of  war. 

The  vindication  of  his  honour, 
and  not  the  prefervatlon  of  his 
life,  was  the  great  objefl  with 
Andre,  in  his  letter  to  Wafhing- 
ton  ;  in  which  he  avowed  his  name 
and  character.  The  imputation 
of  treachery,  and  the  dread  of 
being  confldered  in  the  bafe  con¬ 
dition  of  a  fpy,  were  worfe  to 
him  than  death.  He  accordingly 
laboured  to  Ihevv,  that  he  did  not 
properly  come  within  that  defcrip- 
tion  ;  that  he  had  held  a  corre- 
fnondence  with  a  perfon  under  the 
orders  of  his  general  ;  that  his  in¬ 
tentions  went  no  farther,  than  the 
meeting  of  that  perfon  on  neutral 
ground,  for  the  purpofe  of  intel¬ 
ligence  ;  but  that  he  was  circum¬ 
vented  or  betrayed,  within  the 
American  polls  ;  and  that  being 
then  in  fadt  a  prifoner,  he  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  fubmit  to  fuch  meafures 
as  were  concerted  for  his  elcape, 
by  quitting  his  uniform  ;  and  thus 
was  forced  into  the  condition  of  an 
enemy  in  difguife.  His  only  fo- 
licitation  was,  that  to  whatever 
rigour  policy  might  devote  him, 
a  decency  of  treatment  might  be 
obferved,  which  would  mark,  that 
though  unfortunate,  he  was  brand- 
ed  with  nothing  difhonourable, 
and  that  he  was  involuntarily  an 
impoftor.— In  a  word,  his  enemies 


acknowledged,  that  the  letter  was 
conceived  in  terms  of  dignity 
without  infolence,  and  of  apology 
without  meannefs. 

Wafhington  had  immediate  mea¬ 
fures  to  take,  in  order  to  protect 
his  camp  and  works  from  the  un¬ 
known,  but  poflible  confequenees 
of  General  Arnolds  defertion  : 
nor  could  he  be  entirely  free  from 
apprehenfion,  that  the  treachery 
had  fpread  farther  than  he  was  yet 
aware  of.  It  foon  appeared,  how¬ 
ever,  that  he  had  no  party  in  the 
army  to  fupport  his  defign  ;  and 
that  if  he  had  any  confidents  or 
aflociates,  they  were  few  in  num¬ 
ber,  and  men  of  no  great  confe- 
quence.  But  though  the  deflgn 
was  defeated,  the  idea  was  alarm¬ 
ing  in  point  of  precedent  ;  and 
the  contagion  of  example  was  {till 
to  be  dreaded. 

Arnold  wrote  a  letter  to  Wafh¬ 
ington,  from  on  board  the  Vul¬ 
ture,  on  the  very  day  of  his 
efcape.  In  this  he  does  not  en¬ 
ter  much  into  any  defence  or  ex¬ 
planation  of  his  conduft,  but 
feems  to  reft  fatisfted  in  an  in¬ 
ternal  confcioufnefs  of  redlitude. 
He  declares,  that  the  love  of  his 
country,  which  had  been  the  ru¬ 
ling  principle  with  him  through, 
the  whole  conteft,  had  operated 
equally  upon  him  in  his  prefent 
conduct,  however  inconftftem  it 
might  appear  to  the  world,  who, 
(he  obferves)  very  feldom  judge 
right  of  any  man’s  aftions. — But 
the  great  object  and  defign  of  his 
letter,  was  to  intereft  Wafhington’s 
humanity  in  the  proteftion  of 
Mrs.  Arnold,  from  the  miftaken 
vengeance  of  his  country;  that, 
he  faid,  ought  to  fall  only  upon 
him felf ;  “  for  fhe”  (he  exclaimed 
in  the  language  of  paflion)  **  is  as 
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good  and  as  innocent  as  an  angel, 
and  is  incapable  of  doing  wrong.” 

On  the  fame  day.  Col.  Robin- 
fon,  who  .was  likevvife  on  board 
the  Vulture,  and  feems  fo  far  to 
have  accompanied  Andre  on  this 


enterprize,  fent  a  letter  to  Waft. 


ington,  reclaiming  him  on  the 
following  grounds ;  viz.  That  he 
had  gone  under  the  proteflion  of 
a  dag,  upon  public  bufmefs  with 
G  en.  Arnold,  and  at  his  parti¬ 
cular  requeft;  that  he  likewife 
had  his  licence  and  paftports  for 
returning  to  New  York  ;  that 
every  Hep  he  had  taken,  and  even 
that  of  aftuming  a  feigned  name, 
had  been  under  the  dire&ion  of 
Arnold,  which  of  courfe  freed 
him  from  any  cenfure  in  the 
tranfadlion  5  and  that,  under  thefe 
circumftances,  his  farther  deten¬ 
tion,  would  be  a  grdfs  violation  of 
the  fan&ion  due  to  flags,  and  con- 
trary  to  the  eftabiifted  military 
cuftoms  and  ufages  of  all  nations. 

The  following  day  brought  a 
letter  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
reclaiming  Andre  upon  the  fame 
grounds,  of  a  flag,  paftports,  his 
own  permifton,  and  Arnolds  re¬ 
queft.  It  likewife  contained  an 
inciofore  from  Arnold  to  Sir  Hen¬ 
ry,  hating  the  circum dances,  as 
he  wifted  them  to  be  underflood  ; 
aftuming  to  himfelf  the  whole 
guidance  and  direction  of  An¬ 
dre’s  con  dud,  and  confequently, 
as  being  only  refponfible  for 
thofe  parts  of  it  that  appeared 
nioft  unfavourable  in  his  prefent 
iituation  ;  and  flrongly  afferting 
his  own  right  at  that  time,  as 
acling  in  the  American  fervice, 
ana  being  commanding  general  of 
Weft  Point  and  its  dependencies, 
to  fend  his  flag  of  truce  for  An¬ 
die,  to  afford  him  protection  by 


his  paffports  and  otherwife,  and 
to  return  him,  by  fuch  way,  and 
in  fuch  manner,  as  fhould,  to 
himfelf,  appear  moft  convenient 
or  proper. 

In  the  mean  time,  Wafhington 
had  appointed  a  board  of  fourteen 
general  officers,  of  whom  were  the 
two  foreign  majors  general,  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  and  the 
Baron  de  Steuben,  with  the  af- 
flftance  of  Laurence,  the  judge 
advocate  general,  to  examine  into, 
and  to  report,  a  precife  ftate  of 
Andre’s  cafe  ;  to  determine  what 
light  he  was  to  be  confidered  in, 
and  to  what  punifhment  he  was 
liable. 

This  excellent  young  c  , 

rn  •  •  '  f,  Sept.  29th. 
man,  dildaimng  ah  r  y 

iubterfuge  and  evafion,  and  only 
iiudying,  by  the  magnanimity 
which  he  fhould  now  difplay,  and 
the  intrepidity  with  which  he 
would  encounter  the  expedled  fen- 
tence,  to  throw  fuch  a  luftre  over 
his  character,  as  might  prevent  the 
fmaileft  fhade  of  that  imputation 
which  he  fo  much  dreaded,  vo¬ 
luntarily  confeffed.  more  than  he 
was  afked  ;  and  fought  not  to  pal¬ 
liate  any  thing  that  related  to 
himfelf,  whilft  he  concealed  with 
the  moft  guarded  and  ferupulous 
nicety,  whatever  might  involve 
others.  He  acknowledged, — -that 
the  boat  in  which  he  came  on. 
fhore  carried  no  flag  that  he 
wore  a  fur  tout  coat  over  his  regi¬ 
mentals  that  although  it  was 
underftood  when  he  left  the  Vul¬ 
ture,  that  he  fhould  return  that 
night,  it  was  afterwards  doubted  ; 
but  that  he  was  promifed  to  be 
concealed  on  fhore,  in  a  place  of 
fafety,  until  the  following  night, 
when  he  was  to  return  by  the 
fame  way  that  he  came.  Fie  like- 
f  wife 
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wife  acknowledged  his  change  of 
drefs  in  the  camp  ;  with  all  or 
moll  of  the  other  circumltances 
which  we  have  already  Hated  ;  as 
well,  as  that  Arnold’s  papers  were 
found  concealed  in  his  boot ;  and 
that  a  letter  from  New  York, 
figned  John  Anderfon,  was  his 
own  hand  writing.  Being  inter¬ 
rogated  by  the  board,  with  re- 
fpedt  to  his  conception  of  coming 
on  ihore  under  the  fandtion  of  a 
flag,  he,  with  a  noble  franknefs 
faid,  that  it  was  impoflible  for 
him  to  fuppofe  he  had  come  on 
fhore  under  that  fandtion  ;  adding, 
that  if  he  had,  he  certainly  might 
have  returned  under  it. 

The  board  were  exceedingly 
ftruck  with  his  candour  and  mag¬ 
nanimity ;  and  fufficiently  ihewed 
how  much  they  felt  for  his  fitua- 
tion.  Befides  every  poflible  mark 
of  indulgence,  and  the  utmofl  at¬ 
tention  and  politenefs,  they  treated 
him  with  fo  fcrupulous  a  delicacy, 
as  to  deflre  at  the  opening  of  the 
examination,  that  he  would  not 
anfwer  any  interrogatory  what¬ 
ever,  which  could  at  all  embar- 
rafs  his  own  feelings.  Andre, 
was  himfelf,  deeply  fenflble  of  the 
liberality  of  their  behaviour,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  this  laft  inflance  ;  and 
declared  to  agentleman,  (who we’ll 
fuppofe  to  be  an  American  officer) 
that  he  flattered* himfelf  he  had 
never  been  illiberal  ;  but  that  if 
there  were  any  remains  of  pre¬ 
judice  in  his  mind,  his  prefent  ex¬ 
perience  mull  obliterate  them. 

The  board  did  not  examine  a 
Angle  witnefs ;  but  founded  their 
report  merely  upon  his  own  con- 
feflion.  In  that,  after  a  recital 
of  a  few  of  the  principal  fails, 
particularly  his  palling,  under  a 
feigned  name,  and  in  a  difguifed 
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habit,  their  works  at  Stoney,  an^ 
Verplanks  Points,  on  the  evening 
of  the  22a,  they  then  declare, 
that  Major  Andre,  adjutant  ge¬ 
neral  to  the  Britifh  army,  ought  to 
be  confidered  as  a  fpy  from  the 
enemy ;  and,  that  agreeable  to 
the  law  and  ufage  of  nations,  it 
is  their  opinion,  he  ought  to  fuffer 
death. 

Walhington  wrote  a  fhort  an¬ 
fwer  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  on  the 
day  after  the  fentence,  in  which 
he  ftated,  that  although  Major 
Andre  had  been  taken  under  fuch 
circumflances,  as  would  have  juf- 
tified  the  moll  fummary  proceed¬ 
ings  againft  him,  he  had,  how¬ 
ever,  determined,  to  refer  his 
cafe  to  the  examination  and  de- 
cifion  of  a  board  of  general  of¬ 
ficers,  whofe  report,  founded  on 
his  free  and  voluntary  confeffion 
and  letters,  was  enclofed.  That 
from  thefe  proceedings  it  was  evi¬ 
dent,  that  Major  Andre  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  execution  of  mea- 
fures  very  foreign  to  the  objedts  of 
flags  of  truce,  and  fuch  as  they 
were  never  meant,  in  the  moil 
diflant  degree,  to  authorize  or 
countenance;  and  that  gentleman 
himfelf,  had  with  the  greatell 
candour  confefled,  it  was  impof- 
fible  for  him  to  fuppofe,  that  he 
came  on  ihore  under  the  fandtion. 
of  a  flag. 

This  drew  another  letter  from 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  ;  who,  under 
a  preemption,  that  the  board  of 
general  officers  could  not  have 
been  rightly  informed  of  all  the 
circumflances  on  which  their  judg¬ 
ment  ought  to  be  founded,  pro- 
poled  to  fend  Lieut.  Gen.  Ro- 
bertfon,  the  governor  of  New 
York,  and  two  other  gentlemen, 
as  well  to  give  his  excellency  a 

true 
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true  flats  of  fa£ls,  as  to  explain 
and  declare  to  him  his  own  fenti- 
ments  and  refolutions  upon  the 
fubjeft.  The  gentlemen  were  to 
be  at  Dobb’s  Ferry  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning,  to  wait  for  Gen. 
Wafhington’s  permiffion  and  fafe 
conduct,  and  to  meet  himfelf,  or 
whoever  elfe  he  fhould  appoint, 
in  order  to  converfe  upon  the  iub- 
je61.  He  particularly  urged  it, 
as  a  matter  of  the  higheft  mo¬ 
ment  to  humanity,  that  the  ge¬ 
neral  fhould  fully  underhand  the 
whole  hate  of  the  bufinefs,  before 
he  proceeded  to  carry  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  board  into  execution. 

Gen.  Greene,  the  present  of 
the  late  board,  was  appointed  to 
meet  Robertfon  ;  but  his  compa¬ 
nions,  Mr.  Elliot,  the  lieutenant 
governor,  and  Mr.  Smith,  the 
chief  juflice  of  the  province,  were 
not  permitted  to  come  on  fhore. 
Gen.  Robertfon  ufed  his  utmofl 
ingenuity  in  this  conference,  upon 
the  grounds  which  we  have  al¬ 
ready  fee  A,  to  fhew,  that  Andre 
did  not  come  within  the  character 
and  defcription  of  a  fpy ;  dwel¬ 
ling  particularly  on  his  going 
afhore  under  the  fan&ion  of  a 
flag  ;  and  that  being  then  in  Ar¬ 
nold’s  power,  and  in  effedl  a  pri- 
foner,  he  was  not  accountable  for 
his  fubfequent  a&ions,  which  were 
all  coinpuifory. 

As  Greene  was  far  from  admit¬ 
ting  either  his  fads  or  conclusions, 
Mr.  Robertfon  wifhed,  that  in  an 
affair  fo  interfiling  to  humanity, 
and  of  fo  much  confequence  to 
both  armies,  as  well  as  to  his 
friend,  who  was  fo  immediately 
concerned,  the  opinions  of  dif- 
interefled  gentlemen,  who  were 
verfed  in  the  laws  of  war  and  na¬ 


tions,  might  be  taken  on  the  fub- 
je£t ;  and  he  propofed  Gen.  Knyp- 
haufen,  and  the  French  General 
Rcchambeau,  as  proper  perfons  to 
whom  the  bufinefs  might  be  re¬ 
ferred. 

Humanity  was  the  laft  firing 
touched  ;  but  on  which  more 
hope  feerned  to  be  relied  than  any 
other.  He  faid,  he  wifhed  an  in- 
tercourfe  of  fuch  civilities  be¬ 
tween  the  contending  parties,  as 
might  leffen  the  horrors  of  war ; 
quoted  inflances  of  Sir  Henry 
Clinton’s  merciful  difpofition,  and 
faid  that  he  had  never  put  any 
perfon  to  death  for  a  breach  of 
the  laws  of  war,  although  he  new 
had,  as  well  as  at  former  times, 
many  labouring  under  that  pre¬ 
dicament  in  his  power.  He  held 
out,  that  Major  Andre  pofiefted 
a  great  fhare  of  the  general’s 
efleem  ;  and  that  he  would  be 
infinitely  obliged  for  his  libera¬ 
tion  ;  and  he  offered,  if  the  for¬ 
mer  was  admitted  to  return  with 
him  to  New  York,  to  engage, 
that  any  perfon  whatever  who 
was  named,  fhould  be  fet  at  li-  j 
berty  in  return.  He  obferved, 
that  under  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances  much  good  might  arife 
from  humanity,  and  much  evil 
from  the  want  of  it. 

Previous  to  this  meeting,  Ar¬ 
nold  had  written  a  fecond  letter  to 
Gen.  Wafhington  ;  which  con¬ 
tained  a  declaration,  that  he  con- 
fidered  himfelf  no  longer  as  a&- 
ing  under  the  Congrefs  ;  and  that  ; 
his  commifiion,  which  lay  among 
his  papers  at  Weft  Point,  might 
be  difpofed  of  as  he  thought 
proper.  In  this,  as  in  the  for¬ 
mer,  he  took  no  fmall  pains  to 
convince  that  commander,  of  the 

fince- 
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fincerity,  as  well  as  of  the  inva¬ 
riable  nature,  of  his  attachment  to 
the  true  interells  of  his  country. 

Gen.  F.obertfon  prefented  now 
alfo,  a  long  letter  from  him, 
tending  to  the  exculpation  of 
Major  Andre,  by  rendering  him- 
felf  the  author  of  every  part  of 
his  conduct ;  and  particularly  in¬ 
filling,  on  his  coming  from  the 
Vulture,  under  a  flag  which  he 
had  fent  for  the  purpofe.  After 
a  long  ftatement  and  reprelenta- 
tion  of  circumflances,  he  de¬ 
clared,  that  if  the  board  of  ge¬ 
nerals,  fhould  nctvvithilanding  ad¬ 
here  to  their  former  opinion,  he 
fhould  fuppofe  it  diblaied  by  paf- 
ficn  and  refentment ;  and  if  that 
gentleman  fhould  fuller  the  Se¬ 
verity  of  their  fentence,  he  fhould 
think  himfelf  bound  by  every  tie 
of  duty  and  honour,  to  retaliate 
on  fuch  unhappy  perfons  of  their 
army  as  might  fall  within  his 
power,  fo  that  the  refpecl  due  to 
flags,  and  to  the  law  of  nations, 
might  be  better  underflood  and 
obferved. — He  alfo  obferved,  that 
forty  of  the  principal  inhabitants 
of  South  Carolina  had  juftiy  for¬ 
feited  their  lives,  which  had  hi¬ 
therto  been  only  fpared  through 
the  clemency  of  Sir  Henry  Clin¬ 
ton  ;  but  who  could  no  longer,  in 
jullice,  extend  his  mercy  to  them, 
if  Major  Andre  fullered  ;  an 
event,  which  would  probably 
open  a  fcene  of  bloodfhed,  at 
which  humanity  mull  revolt. — 
He  adjured  Wafhington,  by  his 
own  honour,  and  for  that  of  hu¬ 
manity,  as  well  as  from  his  love 
of  jullice,  not  to  fuller  an  unjult 
fentence  to  touch  the  life  of  An¬ 
die.  But  if  that  warning  Ihould 
be  difregarded,  and  Andre  not- 
withftanding  fuffer,  he  called  hea- 
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ven  and  earth  10  witnefs,  that  he 
alone  would  be  j u Illy  anfwerable 
for  the  torrents  of  blood  that  might 
be  fpilt  in  confequcnce. 

It  may  well  be  doubted,  whe¬ 
ther  any  thing  at  that  time  could 
have  encrealed  the  danger  of  the 
unhappy  predicament  in  which 
Andre  already  flood  ;  and  Gen, 
Arnold’s  interpofition  mult  have 
been  well  intended  ;  hut  letters 
from  him,  in  the  then  flate  of 
things,  it  was  evident  couid  be  of 
little  fe/vice. 

The  fucceeding  day  , 

was  to  clofe  the  tragedy. 

Andre  was  fuperior  to  the  terrors 
of  death  ;  but  that  difgraceful 
mode  of  dying,  which  the  ufage 
of  war  had  annexed  to  his  un¬ 
happy  fituation,  was,  to  him,  in¬ 
finitely  dreadful.  He  equally 
wilhed  to  die  like  a  foidier,  and 
that,  fo  far  as  it  was  poffible, 
every  trace  and  memorial  of  the 
cauf'e  which  led  to  his  fall  might 
be  erafed.  He  had  accordingly 
written  a  pathetic  letter,  fraught 
with  all  the  feelings  of  a  man  of 
fentiment  and  honour,  to  Walh- 
ington,  imploring  a  mitigation  in 
that  refpedt.  'How  far  a  relaxa¬ 
tion  of  the  rigid  maxims  and 
ufages  of  war,  might  upon  this  ' 
occafion  with  propriety  have  been 
indulged,  is  a  queliion  that  in¬ 
volves  too  many  confiderations, 
for  us  to  enter  into.  But  as  it 
was  not  deemed  fitting  to  grant 
the  requefl,  it  was  thought  hu¬ 
mane  to  evade  giving  a  diredfc  an- 
wer.  He  encountered  his  fate 
with  a  compofure,  dignity,  and 
fortitude,  which  equally  excited 
the  admiration,  and  melted  the 
hearts  of  all  the  fpedlators. 

The  fympathy  which  Andre  ex¬ 
cited  in  the  American  army,  is 

perhaps 
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perhaps  unexampled,  under  any 
lira  iiar  c  kc  u  in  fiances.  It  was  (aid, 
that  the  whole  board  of  general 
officers  fhed  tears,  at  the  time  of 
drawing  up  and  figning  the  re¬ 
port  ;  and  that  even  Wafhington’s 
eyes  were  not  dry,  upon  hearing 
the  cireumttances  of  his  death. 
His  fir  ft  requeft  to  that  com¬ 
mander,  of  being  treated  with 
the  diftindtion  due  to  his  rank  and 
character,  without  regard  to  his 
then  apparent  condition,  was,  in 
every  inftance,  excepting  only 
what  related  to  the  mere  manner 
of  dying,  moil  fully  complied 
with.  All  thofe  about  him,  or 
that  he  ever  faw,  treated  him  with 
the  mo  ft  marked  attention,  with 
the  greateft  tendernefs,  and  the 
ffioil  fcrupulous  delicacy.  The 
account  of  him  given  by  Col. 
Hamilton,  aid  de  camp  to  Wafh- 
ington,  feems  rather  the  elegant 
eulogium  of  a  warm  friend,  than 
the  narrative  of  an  enemy,  de¬ 
ferring  the  confequences  of  an 
attempt  which  he  could  not  but 
abhor,  and  which  in  its  fuccefs, 
would  have  gone  to  the  deflruc- 
tion  of  himfelf,  his  party,  and 
friends. 

This  facrifice,  which,  in  their 
fituation,  it  is  probable  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  thought  abfolutely  necef- 
fary,  concluded  this  unfortunate 
tranfadlion.  Wafhington  tranf- 
m  it  ted  Mrs.  Arnold  to  her  huf- 
band  at  New  York  ;  who  found 
himfeif  obliged  to  acknowledge 
in  one  of  his  letters,  the  protec¬ 
tion  and  kindnefs  which  fhe  had 
received  from  that  commander,  as 
well  as  the  obligations  fhe  was  un¬ 
der  to  the  gentlemen  of  his  fa¬ 
mily.  lie  likewife  fent  him  his 
cloaths  and  baggage,  which  Ar¬ 
nold  had  written  for.  But  with 


refpeCl  to  all  other  matters,  his 
letters  were  paffed  over  without 
the  fmalleft  notice. 

The  failure  of  Arnold’s  grand 
projeCl,  the  unhappy  event  of 
which  it  was  productive,  (and 
which  deeply  affeCted  the  whole 
Britifh  army)  with  the  other  pe¬ 
culiar  circumftances  in  which  he 
was  involved,  feemed  to  render  it 
indifpenfibly  neceffary,  that  he 
fhould  either  perform  fuch  fignal 
fervice,  as  would  ferve  to  fpread 
a  luftre  upon  his  prefent  fituation, 
or  at  fealt  take  fuch  irreconcile- 
able  meafures  with  refpedt  to  his 
old  friends,  as  fhould  convince 
his  new,  that  he  left  no  room 
open  for  a  future  retreat.  He 
was  made  a  brigadier  general  in 
the  Britifh  army  in  America  ;  and 
it  was  hoped,  that  with  the  aid  of 
the  Loyalifts,  and  the  difeontented 
of  all  forts,  under  the  allurements 
of  Britifh  pay  and  promotion,  he 
could  raife  a  confiderable  body  of 
forces,  to  aCt  under  his  own  fe- 
parate  command.  If  this  could  ! 
be  compared,  he  might  again  ap-  ■ 
pear  with  eclat  in  the  field,  juf- 
tify  his  defe&ion  by  fuccefs,  and 
by  fplendid  a&ion,  difpel  the 
clouds  which  hung  upon  his  cha¬ 
racter. 

His  fir  ft  public  meafure,  was 
the  iffuing  an  addrefs  directed  to 
the  inhabitants  of  America. — In 
this  piece,  he  takes  a  review  of 
his  own  former  conduct,  affigns 
the  motives  on  which  it  was 
founded,  and  then  juftifies  his 
prefent,  by  declaring  thofe  which 
had  induced  him  to  join  the  king’s 
arms.  He  had  firft  encountered 
the  dangers  of  the  field  upon  a 
conception,  that  the  rights  of  his 
country  were  in  danger,  and  that 
duty  and  honour  called  him  to 

her 
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her  defence.  A  redrefs  of  grie¬ 
vances  was  his  only  object.  He 
however  acquiefced  in  the  decla¬ 
ration  of  independence,  although 
he  thought  it  precipitate.  But 
the  many  plaufible  reafons  which 
were  urged  to  juilify  that  mea- 
fure,  could  no  longer  exill,  when 
Great  Britain,  with  the  open 
arms  of  a  parent,  offered  to  em¬ 
brace  them  as  children,  and  to 
grant  the  wilhed  for  redrefs. 
From  the  refufal  of  thofe  pro- 
pofals,  and  the  pretended  French 
alliance,  which  was  made  the 
ground  of  that  refufal,  all  his 
ideas  and  opinions,  with  refpefil 
to  the  judice  and  policy  of  the 
war,  were  totally  changed  ;  and 
he  from  thence  became  a  confirmed 
loyalilt. 

He  throws  a  vaft  weight  of 
cenfure  upon  the  Congrefs,  their 
leaders  at  large,  a,nd  that  clafs  of 
undefined  men,  who  are  fa  id  to 
be  criminally  protrafilrag  the  war, 
from  finifter  views,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  public  intered.  He 
talks  of  the  thoufands,  who  are 
fuffering  under  the  tyranny  of  the 
ufurpers  in  the  revolted  provinces. 
Fie  repeats  many  of  the  argu¬ 
ments  which  had  been  ufed  by 
the  late  commiffioners  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  by  the  writers  at  that 
time  on  the  Britifh  fide,  to  fhevv 
the  impolicy,  tyranny,  and  in- 
judice,  which,  along  with  a  fove- 
reign  contempt  of  the  people,  had 
operated  on  the  ruling  powers,  in 
ftudioudy  neglefiting  to  take  their 
colle&ive  fentimentson  the  Britifh 
propofals  of  peace  ;  and  like  wife 
to  (hew,  that  the  treaty  with 
France  was  not  then  by  any  means 
binding.  He  equally  attacks 
France,  and  condemns  the  alli¬ 
ance  ;  laments  that  the  great  in- 


tereds  of  that  country  were  dan- 
geroufly  facrificed,  to  the  partial 
views  of  a  proud,  antient,  and 
crafty  foe ;  calls  her  offers  infi- 
dious  ;  regards  her  as  too  feeble 
to  edablifh  their  independency; 
charges  her  with  being  the  enemy 
of  the  protedant  faith  ;  and  with 
fraudulently  avowing  an  affection 
for  the  liberties  of  mankind,  vhile 
die  holds  her  native  fons  in  vaffa- 
lage  and  davery. 

He  feems  to  think  that  a  great 
multitude,  if  not  the  body  of  the 
people,  hold  the  fame  fentiments 
with  refpefil  to  public  affiirs, 
which  he  has  himfelf  now  avowed  ; 
and  to  account  for  his  having  fo 
long  afiled  direfilly  contrary  to  this 
avowal,  he  openly  acknowledges, 
that  in  thofe  principles,  he  lad 
only  retained  his  arms  and  ccm- 
mand,  for  fuch  an  opportunity  as 
he  thought  fitting  for  furrendering 
them  to  Great  Britain  ;  and  tbit, 
(according  to  his  own  explanation) 
<c  in  concerting  the  meafures  br 
<c  a  purpofe,  in  his  opinion,  is 
“  grateful  as  it  would  have  bem 
ei  beneficial  for  his  country, 

(t  was  only  felicitous  to  accon- 
*'  plifh  an  event  of  decifive  in- 
(C  portance,  and  to  prevent,  ;s 
“  much  as  poffible,  in  the  ext- 
“  cution  of  it,  the  effufion  <f 
(*  blood. >} 

This  was  followed  in  about  a 
fortnight,  by  a  proclamation,  in. 
feribed  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  c\ 
the  continental  array ,  who  haaje  th\ 
real  intercjl  of  their  country  at  heart 
and  who  are  determined  to  he  n\ 
longer  the  tools  and  dupes  of  Congrefs 
or  cf  France. 

Under  a  perfuafion,  that  the 
principles  he  had  fo  lately  avowed, 
animated  the  greatell  part  of  the 
continent,  he  rejoiced  in  the  op. 

portun^ty 
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portuni'ty  he  now  had,  of  inviting 
thofe  whom  he  add  re  fled,  to  join 
his  maje  fry’s  arms.  He  was  au¬ 
thorised  to  raife  a  corps  of  ca¬ 
valry  and  infantry,  who,  with  re- 
fipecl  to  pay,  cloathing,  and  fub~ 
ii  fiance,  were  to  be  upon  the  fame 
footing,  with  the  other  troops  in 
the  Britifh  fervice.  As  an  al¬ 
lurement  to  the  private  men,  they 
were  to  receive  a  bounty  of  three 
guineas  each,  beiides  payment,  at 
the  full  value,  for  horfes,  arms, 
and  accoutrements  ;  and  as  he 
had  the  appointment  of  the  oi~ 
fees,  he  fhould  with  infinite  fa- 
tisfaftion  embrace  the  opportunity 
of  advancing  men  whofe  valour  he 
hac  witnelfed.  It  was,  however, 
exceeded,  that  they  fhould  either 
bring  in  or  recruit  in  a  reafonable 
tine,  a  certain  number  of  men  in 
pre portion  to  their  rank. 

Great  as  thefe  encouragements, 
he  laid,  moll  appear,  to  thofe  who 
hud  fullered  every  diftrefs,  of  want 
of  pay,  hunger,  and  nakednefs, 
frim  the  neglect,  contempt,  and 
ccrruption  of  Congrefs,  they  were 
nothing  to  the  motives  which,  he 
e.’pefted,  would  influence  their 
bave  and  generous  minds.  He 
willed  to  lead  a  chofen  band  of 
Americans,  to  the  attainment  of 
peace,  liberty*  and  fafety,  and 
with  them  to  (hare  in  the  glory  of 
1‘fcuing  their  native  country  from 
ne  grafping  hand  of  France,  as 
veil  as  from  the  ambitious  and 
hterefted  views  of  a  delperate 
vas  ty  among  themfelves,  who  had 
dready  brought  the  colonies  to  the 
-cry  brink  of  deftruflion.  Could 
hey  now  want  evidence,  that  the 
funds  of  their  country  were  either 
fxhaufted,  or  that  the  managers 
sad  applied  them  to  their  own  pri¬ 
vate  ufes  ?  And,  in  either  cafe. 


could  they  any  longer  continue  in 
their  fervice  with  honour  or  ad¬ 
vantage?  The  tyranny  of  their 
rulers,  had  robbed  them  of  their 
property,  imprifoned  their  perfons, 
drags  them  to  the  field  of  battle, 
and  is  daily  deluging  their  country 
with  their  blood. 

He  alked,  what  America  was 
now,  but  a  land  of  widows,  or¬ 
phans,  and  beggars  ?  Even  their 
I  a  11  Hake,  religion,  he  reprefented 
to  be  in  fuch  danger,  as  to  have 
no  other  fecurity,  than  what  de¬ 
pended  upon  the  exertions  of  the 
parent  country  for  their  deliver¬ 
ance.  In  proof,  or  illufiration  of 
this,  he  after  ted  a  fact  upon  his 
own  knowledge  ;  viz.  That  he 
had  lately  feen  their  mean  and 
profligate  Congrefs  at  mafs,  for 
the  foul  of  a  Roman  Catholic  m 
purgatory,  and  participating  in 
the  rites  of  a  church,  againft 
whofe  anti-chrillian  corruptions, 
their  pious  anceftors  would  have 
witneffed  with  their  blood. 

On  this  the  writers  in  the  Ame¬ 
rican  papers  remarked,  that  no 
other  man  in  America,  had  ever 
paid  fo  marked  an  attention  to,  or 
ever  entered  into  fuch  clofe  habits 
of  intimacy  and  apparent  friend- 
fhip  with  the  French  agents,  con- 
fuls,  and  refidents  in  that  coun¬ 
try,  as  he  had  uniformly  done. 
That  his  fine  lioufe  at  Philadel¬ 
phia  was  not  only  at  all  times  de¬ 
voted  to  their  fervice,  but  that  he 
had  maintained  MonE  Gerard, 
with  his  whole  family  and  fuite, 
for  feveral  weeks  in  it,  in  the  moil 
lumptuous  manner,  until  the  Con¬ 
grefs  were  able  to  provide  one 
proper  for  his  reception.  And 
that  his  conftant  magnificence  and 
expence,  in  concerts,  balls,  and 
entertainments,  for  the  Gallican 
l  Grangers, 
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Grangers,  were  in  a  ftile  far  fu- 
perior  to  any  thing  of  the  fort 
before  known  in  that  part  of  the 
world  ;  fo  that  the  French  them- 
felves  ronfidered  him,  as  one  of 
the  warmeft  friends  to  their  coun¬ 
try  on  the  whole  continent.  How 
far  this  is  true,  we  are  totally 
unable  to  determine.  According 
to  our  cuftom,  we  fairly  Hate  the 
reprefentations  on  both  fides ;  and 
laying  fads  together,  we  do  our 
beft  to  enable  the  reader,  to  judge 
of  the  true  condition  of  America, 
and  the  value  of  our  expectations 
from  the  (late  of  parties  there. 

The  only  public  notice  taken 
of  Arnold’s  defection,  on  the  fide 
of  America,  was  a  proclamation 
ilfued  by  the  executive  power  of 
the  Hate  in  Penfylvania,  wherein 
his  name  was  placed  at  the  head  of 
a  lift  of  ten  fuppofed  traitors,  and 
of  whom  five  were  no  higher  than 
the  rank  of  yeomen  ;  who  were  all 
fummoned  to  furrender  by  a  given 
day,  in  order  to  abide  trial  for  the 
trdafons  wherewith  they  were 
charged;  or,  in  cafe  of  failure, 
to  be  fubjeCted  to  all  the  pains, 
penalties,  and  forfeitures,  of  high 
treafon. 

However  difappointed  by  the 
failure  of  Gen.  Arnold’s  original 
defign,  and  of  his  fubfequent  pro¬ 
clamations,  hopes  were  ftiil  en¬ 
tertained  of  the  diiTentions  and 
diftrelfes  which  prevailed  in  the 
revolted  provinces  ;  and  which 
thefe  proclamations  appear  by  no 
means  to  have  exaggerated.  The 
depreciation  of  their  paper  cur¬ 
rency  was  arrived  at  its  ultimate 
pitch,  and  it  produced  all  its  na¬ 
tural  confequences.  Some  of  the 
earlier  emiffions  of  that  currency, 
fell  infinitely  below  their  nominal 
Value;  that  is,  one  hundred  filver 
Vol.  XXIV. 


dollars,  produced  as  much  value 
at  market,  as  eight  or  ten  thou- 
fand  paper  ones.  And  even  the 
later  emiftions,  or  thofe  which 
were  moft  valued,  had  fallen  a.C 
the  rate  of  forty  to  one.  At  the 
fame  time,  that  the  circumftances 
of  the  war,  had  railed  the  price  of 
all  foreign  commodities,  -and  of 
many  of  the  moft  effential  ar¬ 
ticles,  to  the  moft  enormous  pitch.. 
Without  fuppofing  very  much  of 
mal-adminiftration,  we  muft  fup- 
pofe  fuch  a  depreciation  the  ine¬ 
vitable  confequence  of  vaft  paper 
emiffions,  without  an  adequate 
money  fund  to  give  them  ftrength, 
and  currency. 

This  particularly  affedled,  and 
was  indeed  exceedingly  ruinous  to 
the  American  officers ;  for  al¬ 
though  the  foldiers  were  ill  clad,, 
and  otherwife  greatly  diftrefled, 
they  were,  however,  on  the  whole, 
well  fupplied  with  provifions.  But 
many,  if  not  moft  of  the  officers* 
had  been  under  a  neceffity  of 
mortgaging  their  fmall  eftates,  to 
the  utmoft  which  they  could  raife 
upon  them,  in  order  to  fupport  the 
enormous  expences  of  the  fervice. 
Thefe  grievances  they  had  long 
and  repeatedly  remonftrated  upon, 
both  to  the  Congrefs,  and  to  the 
governments  of  their  refpe&ive 
ltates  ;  nor  were  the  complaints 
confined  to  fubalterns,  but  pro¬ 
ceeded  equally  from  the  field  and 
general  officers.  After  long  wait¬ 
ing,  with  moft  aftonifhing  pa¬ 
tience,  the  iffue  of  hopes  and  pro- 
mifes  which  were  never  realized, 
it  was  at  length  fo  much  exhaufted, 
and  their  wants  became  fo  urgent, 
that  a  great  number  of  the  officers 
were  upon  the  point  of  throwing 
up  their  commiffions,  and  laid 
they  muft  preferve  themfelves  from 
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utter  ruin,  by  returning  to  the 
care  and  management  of  their 
elfates  and  private  affairs.  That 
they  had  hitherto  freely  fpent 
their  blood,  and  dedicated  their 
lives,  to  the  defence  of  their 
country  ;  but  that  it  would  be 
molt  unreafonahle  to  exped,  that 
they  alone,  of  all  the  members 
of  the  community,  (hould  be  like- 
wife  deftined  to  the  facrifice  of 
their  whole  private  fortunes  for 
its  fervice. 

It  may  then  be  well  confidered 
as  a  lingular  circumftance,  in  this 
flate  of  great  difcontent,  and  of 
no  lefs  real  grievance,  that  fuch 
vail  offers  held  out  to  them,  {hould 
not  have  produced  fome  very  con¬ 
siderable  effed  in  the  American 


army.  And  yet,  the  matter  of 
fad  is,  that  the  example  of  a 
man  of  the  high  eft  military  fame 
amongfl:  them,  fo  far  from  being 
the  means  of  bringing  over,  even 
any  fmall  body  or  detachment  of 
troops,  does  not  feem  to  be  fairly 
chargeable  with  the  defer tion  of  a 
jingle  foldier,  much  lefs  of  an  of¬ 
ficer.  It  may  not  be  eafy  to  trace 
many  inftances  in  hiftory,  of  an 
ill  paid,  and  in  every  refped  ill 
provided  army,  however  veteran, 
in  fervice,  and  elated  by  former 
fuccefs,  and  however  knit  toge¬ 
ther  by  many  bands  of  union  here 
wanting,  which  could  have  been 
proof  to  fuch  a  trial  and  tempta¬ 
tion. 


C  H  A  P,  IV; 

War  in  South  Carolina.  State  of  affairs  after  the  battle  of  Camden. 
Inadion  caufed  by  the  Jickly  feafon .  Seqitefi  ration  of  Efiates .  Col.  Fer- 

gufon  defeated  and  killed  on  the  King's  Mountain.  Gen.  Sumpter  routed 
by  Col.  Tarleton.  Brig.  Gen.  Lejlie  fent  on  an  expedition  from  New 
fork  to  the  Chef  apeak.  Proceeds  to  Charles  T own,  aud  joins  Lord  Corn - 
wallis.  Gen.  Greene  arrives  in  North  Carolina ,  and  lakes  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Southern  American  army.  Colonel  Tar  let  on  difpatched  to 
cppcfe  General  Morgan ,  who  advances  cn  the  fide  of  Ninety -Six. 
Tar  let  on  defeated  with  great  lefs.  Unfortunate  confequences  of  the  de¬ 
ft  rudl  ion  of  the  light  troops  under  Fergufon  and  Tar  let  on.  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis  enters  North  Carolina  by  the  upper  roads .  Leaves  Lord  Raw- 
don  with  a  confderable  force  at  Camden ,  to  refrain  the  commotions 
in  South  Carolina.  Vigorous ,  but  ineffectual  purfuit  of  Morgan . 

Def  ruClion  of  the  baggage  in  the  Brit  iff  army.  Admirable  temper  of  the 
troops.  Maflerly  movements  hy  Lord  Cornwallis  for  paffing  the  Ca¬ 
tawba.  General  Willi amf on  killed ,  and  his  party  routed .  Militia 
fur  prized  and  routed  hy  Tarleton.  Rapid  purfuit  of  Morgan ,  who 
mtwithf  anding  paffes  the  Yadkin ,  and  fecures  the  boats  on  the  other  fde. 
Britiff  army  march  to  Sal: fury  ;  from  whence  Lord  Cornwallis  pro¬ 
ceeds  with  the  utmofl  expedition  to  feize  the  fords  on  the  river  Ltan ,  and 
thereby  cut  Greene  off  from  Virginia.  Succeeds  in  gaining  the  fords. 
Rapid  purfuit  of  the  American  army.  Their  efcape ,  by  unexpectedly 
faffing  the  Roanoke.  Extraordinary  exertions  and  hardffips  of  the 
Britiff  army .  Proceeds  to  Hill  for  on gh .  Expedition  from  Charles - 

Town 
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ffown  to  Cape  Fear  River.  Wilmington  taken,  and  tnade  a  place  of 
arms  and  fupply .  Gen.  Greene,  being  reinforced,  returns  from  Vir¬ 
ginia  ;  and  the  Britijh  army  marches  to  Allemance  Creek.  Skirmijh  be¬ 
tween  Tarleton's  corps,  and  Lee’s  Legion.  Greene  falls  back  to  the 
Reedy  Fork.  Strange  defett  of  intelligence ,  experienced  by  the  Britijh 
general  in  North  Carolina.  American  army  being  farther  reinforced , 
'Gen.  Greene  again  advances.  Movements  on  both  fides  preparatory  to 
the  battle  of  Guildford.  Account  of  that  fevere  and  well -fought  ac¬ 
tion.  Britijh  officers  killed  and  '  wounded.  Col.  Webfter  dies  of  his 
wounds.  Gen.  Greene  retires  to  the  Iron  Works  on  Troublefome  Creek. 
Lord  Cornwallis  obliged  to  march  to  the  Deep  River,  through  the  want 
of  provifions  and  forage.  Neceffities  and  difir effes  of  the  army ,  oblige 
Lord  Cornwallis  to  proceed  to  Wilmington  for  fupplies.  Unufual  conf¬ 
luences  of  vidl  dry. 


DURING  thefe  tranfaCtions 
on  the  fide  of  New  York, 
the  exceflive  heats,  and  great  un- 
healthinefs  of  the  feafon  in  South 
Carolina,  had  laid  an  infuperable 
reflraint  upon  the  arms  and  acti¬ 
vity  of  Lord  Cornwallis*  for  no 
.fmall  time  after  the  battle  of  Cam¬ 
den.  In  the  mean  time  he  iffued 
a  proclamation  for  fe- 
quefirating  the  eflates 
of  thofe  perfons  within 
the  province,  who  were  either  ac¬ 
tually  in  arms  with  the  enemy, 
vVho  had  abandoned  their  planta¬ 
tions  with  a  view  of  joining  or 
fupporting  them,  or  who,  by  an 
open  avowal  of  rebellious  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  other  criminal  aCts, 
fhould  manifeft  a  defperate  perfe- 
verance  in  oppofing  the  re-eftab- 
lilhment  of  his  majefty’s  govern¬ 
ment.  To  give  effeCt  to  this  pur- 
pofe,  he  appointed  a  commiflioner 
to  take  pofleffion  of  fuch  eftates 
and  property,  the  annual  produCt 
of  which,  excepting  the  part  al¬ 
lotted  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
families  of  thofe  defaulters  and 
abfentees,  was  to  be  applied  to  the 
public  fervice,  in  contributing  to 
defray  the  expences  of  tbewar. 
During  this  fickly  feafon,  by 
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which  the  army,  notwithftanding 
its  ceffation  from  toil,  was  much. 
affeCted,  Lord  Cornwallis  had  dis¬ 
patched  Col.  Fergufon,  with  his 
own  corps  of  light  infantry,  and 
a  body  of  militia,  likewife  of  his 
training,  which  was  attached  to 
it,  to  make  incurlions  on  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  North  Carolina*  If  no 
great  matter  was  expeCted  from 
this  expedition,  yet,  as  he  was 
neither  encumbered  with  baggage 
or  artillery,  and  that  his  troops 
were  particularly  diftinguifhed  by 
their  activity  and  alertnefs,  as  lit¬ 
tle  danger  feemed  to  be  hazarded 
in  the  experiment  with  a  broken 
and  difpirited  enemy  ;  and  misfor¬ 
tune  was  farther  guarded  again# 
by  the  inftruCtions  given  to  the 
commander,  immediately  to  re¬ 
turn  upon  the  apprehenfion  of  any 
fuperior  force ;  though  in  faCt, 
none  fuch  was  reafonably  to  be  ex¬ 
peCted.  There  were  feveral  fuf- 
ficient  motives  for  this  expedition. 
For  befides,  that  the  nature  of 
that  fort  of  troops,  requires  their 
being  kept  in  almoft  continual 
motion  and  action,  it  feemed  ne- 
ceffary  to  keep  the  war  alive  in 
fome  degree  upon  the  frontier  ;  as 
well  to  check  the  confidence  of  the 
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enemy,  as  to  prevent  the  Spirits 
of  the  ioyaliihs  in  that  province 
(where  there  were  many  more  of 
the  description  than  in  any  other) 
from  finking  under  the  unavoid¬ 
able  delay  and  How  movement  of 
the  army. 

Fergufon  was  tempted  to  Hay 
longer  in  the  mountainous  country 
which  partly  borders  on,  and  part¬ 
ly  forms  a  part  of,  Tryon  county  in 
North  Carolina,  than  was  absolute¬ 
ly  neceffary,  under  the  hope  of 
cutting  off  a  Col.  Clarke,  who  was 
returning  with  his  detachment 
from  an  expedition  into  Georgia; 
and  was  the  more  encouraged  in 
this  delay,  from  his  not  having  an 
idea,  that  there  was  any  force  in 
the  country  at  all  able  to  look  him 
in  the  face.  A  numerous,  fierce, 
and  unexpe&ed  enemy,  however, 
fuddenly  fprung  up  in  the  depth 
of  the  defarts.  The  Scattered  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  mountains  af- 
fem bled  without  noife  or  warning, 
under  the  conduft  of  fix  or  feven 
of  their  militia  colonels,  to  the 
number  of  1600,  daring,  weli 
mounted,  and  excellent  horSemen, 

Col.  Fergufon  had  already  re¬ 
ceived  orders  from  Lord  Cornwal¬ 
lis  for  his  return,  and  was  on  his 
way  to  pafs  the  Catawba  for  that 
pnrpofe.  But  discovering  as  he 
crofted  the  King’s  Mountain,  that 
he  was  eagerly  purfued  by  a  thick 
cloud  of  cavalry,  he  took  the  heft 
pofition  for  receiving  them  which 
rime  and  the  place  would  admit 
of ;  and  which  happened  to  be  by 
no  means  a  bad  one.  But  his  men 
being  neither  covered  by  horfe  nor 
artillery,  and  being  like  wife  dis¬ 
mayed  and  afionifhed,  at  finding 
theitrfelves  So  unexpectedly  Sur¬ 
rounded  and  attacked  on  every 
by  this  cavalry,  were  not  at 


all  capable  of  withfianding  the 
impetuofity  of  their  charge.  A 
total  rout  enfued.  The  colonel, 
with  150  of  his  men  were  killed 
upon  the  fpot  ;  about  the  fame 
number  were  wounded  ;  and  the 
prifoners,  including  the  latter, 
exceeded  8©o.  The  Americans 
fay  they  took  1500  Hand  of  arms ; 
and  Hate  Fergufon’s  force  at  1400 
men. 

The  fall  of  this  officer,  who 
poffelTed  very  distinguished  talents 
as  a  partizan,  and  in  the  conduct 
of  irregular  warfare,  was,  inde¬ 
pendently  even  of  his  detachment, 
no  fmall  lofs  to  the  Service.  He 
was  perhaps  the  belt  markfman. 
living ;  and  probably  brought  the 
art  of  rifle  Shooting  to  its  highelt 
point  of  perfection.  He  even  in¬ 
vented  a  gun  of  that  kind  upon  a 
new  construction,  which  was  Said 
to  have  far  exceeded  in  facility  and 
execution’ any  thing  of  the  fort 
before  known;  and  he  is  Said  to 
have  greatly  outdone  even  the 
American  Indians,  in  the  adroit- 
nefs  and  quicknefs  of  firing  and 
ioading,  and  in  the  certainty  of 
hitting  the  mark,  lying  upon  the 
back,  or  belly,  and  in  every  other 
pofiible  pofition  of  the  body.  It 
is  not  certain,  that  thefe  improve¬ 
ments  produced  all  the  effeCl  in 
real  Service,  which  had  been  ex¬ 
pected,  from  thofe  ailonifning  Spe¬ 
cimens  of  them  that  were  display¬ 
ed  in  England,  Humanity  can¬ 
not,  however,  but  vvifh,  that  this 
barbarous  mode  of  hofiility,  was 
by  univerfal  con-fen  t,  baniflied 
from  the  warfare  of  all  nations. 
It  has  been  reported,  that  Gen. 
Washington  owed  his  life  at  the 
battle  of  Germantown  to  this  gen¬ 
tleman’s  total  ignorance  of  his 
per  Son  ;  as  he  had  him  Sufficiently 
f  within 
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within  reach  and  view  during  that 
adion  for  the  purpofe. 

This  was  the  firft  reverfe  of  for¬ 
tune  which  Earl  Cornwallis  had 
experienced  in  his  military  career  ; 
but  fhe  feemed  now  to  take  ven¬ 
geance  for  the  delay  ;  for  the  Hate 
of  his  force,  and  the  nature  of 
the  war  confidered,  few  things 
could  have  been  more  peculiarly 
unlucky  in  the  prefent  jundure. 
It  was,  however,  in  fome  degree 
apparently  recompenced,  by  the 
fevere  blow  which  Sumpter,  not 
long  after,  received  from  Col. 
Tarleton. 

Gen.  Sumpter  having  raifed 
about  a  thoufand  men,  advanced 
towards  Ninety-Six,  with  a  view 
of  attacking  fome  of  the  polls  in 
that  neighbourhood,  if  not  the 
place  itfelf.  Tarleton  was  then 
at  fuch  a  diliance,  as  afforded  no 
room  for  apprehenlion  of  him, 
until,  at  leaft,  fome  confiderable 
part  of  the  bufinefs  was  effected  ; 
but  his  motions  were  fo  fudden  and 
unexpected,  and  he  paffed  the 
Wateree,  and  the  Broad  River 
with  fuch  rapidity,  that  he  had 
nearly  furprized  his  too  fecure 
enemy  on  the  South  banks  of  the 
Ennoree,  before  he  had  the  fmalleft 
apprehenfion  of  his  danger.  This 
being,  however,  prevented,  by 
the  lucky  information  of  a  de- 
ferter,  Sumpter  had  barely  time 
to  pafs  that  river  with  the  utmoft 
precipitation  ;  but  could  not  fave 
his  rear-guard  from  being  cut  to 
pieces. 

He  continued  his  flight  to  the 
River  Tyger,  and  was  purfued  by 
Tarleton,  with  the  cavalry  of  his 
legion,  and  the  63d  regiment 
mounted  on  horfeback,  with  the 
utmoft  rapidity;  the  infantry  of 
the  legion,  with  the  artillery, 


confiding  of  a  fingle  three  pounder, 
being  feveral  miles  behind,  Sump¬ 
ter  perceiving  the  danger  of  at¬ 
tempting  to  crofs  the  Tyger,  with 
an  enemy,  ftufhed  with  fuccefs, 
clofe  upon  his  rear,  and  having 
alfo  received  intelligence  that 
Tarleton  bad  come  forward  with¬ 
out  his  infantry,  he  took  a  ftrong 
pofition  at  a  place  called  Black 
Stocks,  a  little  fhort  of  the  river, 
and  confiding  in  his  own  fupe- 
riority  of  number,  determined  to 
ftand  his  attack.  This  Tarleton 
did  not  then  intend ;  for  he  only- 
wanted  to  interrupt  the  flight  of 
the  enemy,  and  keep  them  in 
play,  until  he  was  joined  by  the 
rear  ;  but  the  eager  coming  up  of 
the  63d,  and  their  being  inftantlv 
attacked  as  they  threw  themfelves 
from  their  horfes,  obliged  him, 
at  no  fmall  hazard,  to  put  all  at 
the  iffue,  and  to  fall  on  diredly 
with  his  cavalry.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  cover  of  fome  log  houfes, 
and  the  natural  advantages  of  the 
place,  the  enemy  were  driven  from 
their  ftrong  poft,  and  forced  to 
pafs  the  river  in  the  utmoft  dif- 
order. 

The  Americans  loft:  about  120 
men_,  killed,  wounded,  or  taken. 
Three  of  their  colonels  were 
among  the  flain,  and  Sumpter 
himlelf  was  dangeroufly  wound¬ 
ed.  They  were  certainly  fortu¬ 
nate  in  bringing  on  the  adion 
before  the  arrival  of  the  rear,  as 
the  whole  party  mu  ft  etberwife 
have  been  inevitably  cut  off.  Of 
the  Britiih  troops  above  fifty  were 
killed  or  wounded  ;  among  the 
former  were  fome  promifing  and 
gallant  young  officers.  Tarleton 
purfued  the  blow,  as  foon  as  he 
had  provided  for  the  wounded  ; 
and  crofting  the  river,  did  not 
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emit  the  purfuit  until  he  had  en¬ 
tirely  difperfed  Sumpter’s  corps. 

It  has  perhaps  produced  no  fmall 
effect  on  the  fortune  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  war,  that  every  confiderable 
fuccefs  obtained  in.  its  progrefs, 
has  been  eagerly  confidered  at 
home  as  decifive  and  final,  at  leaft 
with  refpedt  to  that  quarter  or  part 
of  the  continent  where  the  ad¬ 
vantage  was  gained,  if  not  to  the 
whole.  Nor  has  repeated  expe¬ 
rience  of  the  mifchief  of  fuch 
confidence,  been  able  to  prevent 
its  revival  when  any  new  occafion 
was  offered. 

The  vidlory  at  Camden  feems 
to  have  been  confidered,  even  in 
America,  as  decifive  with  refped 
to  the  fouthern  colonies ;  and  no 
obftacle  feems  to  have  been  un¬ 
der  flood  in  Lord  Cornwallis’s  way 
from  thence  to  the  Chefapeak. 
North  Carolina  was  only  confi¬ 
dered  as  the  road  to  Virginia  ;  the 
determined  refinance,  and  the  op- 
pofition  in  every  infiance  of  the 
inhabitants,  do  not  appear  to  have 
been  any  more  thought  of,  than 
the  unconquerable  difaffe&ion  of 
thofe  in  South  Carolina.  It  muft 
havi  been  under  thefe  perfuafions, 
that  the  commander  in  chief  at 
New  York,  difpatched  Brig.  Gen. 
Lefiie,  with  a  corps  of  near  3000 
choice  troops,  about  the  middle 
of  Odlober  to  the  Chefapeak,  in 
order  to  co-operate  with  Lord 
Cornwallis’s  operations  in  Vir¬ 
ginia.  It  was  likewife  farther  in 
view,  that  Lefiie,  with  the  aid  of 
the  marine  by  which  he  was  con¬ 
voyed,  might,  by  taking  proper 
ftations  towards  the  head  of  the 
Chefapeak,  or  in  the  vaft  rivers 
which  fall  into  it,  traverfe  any 
fuccours  which  were  fent  from 
the  northern  army  to  the  fouth- 


ward.  But  in  all  cafes,  he  ’was  t@ 
adl  entirely  according  to  the  orders 
which  he  fiiould  receive  from  Lord 
Cornwallis. 

The  troops  were  landed  at 
Fortfmouth,  and  other  neigh¬ 
bouring  places  in  Virginia,  where 
they  found  fome  tobacco  and 
ftores  $  but  the  vefiels  which  were 
feized  in  the  harbours  and  rivers, 
were  the  moft  valuable  part  of  the 
booty.  This  was,  however,  by 
no  means  an  objedt  to  compenfate 
for  the  delay,  which  the  expedi¬ 
tion  in  the  Chefapeak,  inftead  of 
proceeding  diredlly  to  Charles- 
Town,  necefiarily  occafioned  to 
the  operations  of  the  fouthern  * 
army. 

Lord  Cornwallis  being  at  too, 
great  a  difiance  to  profit  of  any 
operations  upon  the  Chefapeak, 
and  it  being  impoifible  to  form  a 
junction  with  Leflie’s  corps  by 
that  way,  -  as  foon  as  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  advice  from  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  of  the  circumftances,  im¬ 
mediately  difpatched  inftrudlions 
to  the  fleet  and  troops,  to  proceed 
without  delay  to  Charles-Town  ; 
where  they  arrived  about  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  December,  and  Lefiie 
found  orders  in  waiting,  that  he 
fiiould  immediately  march  with 
about  1 500  of  his  men  to  join  the 
army;  the  remainder,  it  feems, 
being  deemed  neeefiary,  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  capital,  and  th$ 
fupport  of  the  communications. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  year, 
whilfi  Lord  Cornwallis  was  mak¬ 
ing  every  preparation  for  a  vi-  * 
gorous  irruption  into  North  Ca¬ 
rolina,  Gen.  Greene  was  feqt  J 
from  the  northern  army  by  Wafii- 
ington,  to  take,  the  command  of 
the  fouthern  ;  Gates  being  novv 
entirely,  retired  j  but,  as  we  have 
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heretofore  obferved,  not  only 
without  any  mark  of  cenfure,  but 
with  an  honourable  teflimonial  of 
his  zeal  and  fervices  from  the  af- 
fenibly  of  Virginia.  Greene  Hands 
fo  high  with  the  Americans  as  ftn 
officer,  that  he  holds  the  next 
place  to  Wafhington  in  their  mi¬ 
litary  eftimation  ;  and,  what  does 
not  always  happen  in  fuch  cafes, 
is  at  the  fame  time  the  great  fa¬ 
vourite  of  that  commander.  He 
brought  no  troops  from  the  nor¬ 
thern  army;  depending  upon  the 
refources  of  the  fouthern  colonies 
for  their  own  defence  ;  but  was 
accompanied  by  Col.  Morgan,  a 
brave  and  diflinguifhed  partizan, 
who  had  commanded  thofe  rifle¬ 
men  in  the  northern  war,  that, 
belides  being  fatal  to  many  brave 
cflicers,  became  fo  terrible  to  the 
Indians  under  Gen.  Burgoyne, 
and  were  fo  far  fuperior  to  them 
in  their  own  way,  that,  to  ufe  his 
own  expreffive  words,  they  could 
not  be  brought  within  the  lound 
of  a  rifle  fnot. 

Early  in  the  new  year  of  1781, 
Lord  Cornwallis  advanced  with 
the  army  towards  the  borders, 
keeping  his  courfe  between  the 
Broad,  and  the  Catawba  rivers, 
until  he  arrived  at  a  water,  called 
Turkey  Creek,  which  falls  into 
the  former.  Greene  had  by  this 
time  aflembled  his  principal  force 
in  Mecklenburg  county.  North 
Carolina.  In  order  to  impede  the 
progrefs  of  the  royal  army,  which 
he  was  yet  in  no  condition  to  en¬ 
counter  in  the  field,  he  thought 
it  neceflary  to  make  a  diverflon  on 
their  left ;  and  for  that  purpofe, 
an  attack  was  made  upon  the  im¬ 
portant,  and  now  far  from  weak 
poll  of  Ninety-Six;  while  to  fa¬ 
vour  and  fupport  the  diverflon, 


Morgan  advanced,  with  about  500 
regular  troops  (moflly  belonging 
to  Virginia)  and  fome  hundreds 
of  militia,  with  a  detachment  of 
one  hundred  cavalry,  under  Col. 
Walhington,  upon  the  Pacolet 
river. 

Tarleton  was  already  on  that 
fide,  with  the  legion,  confiding 
of  about  300  cavalry,  and  as 
many  infantry,  with  the  firfi  bat¬ 
talion  of  the  7 1  A,  which  was  now 
annexed  to  it,  and  one  three 
pounder;  and  being  joined  by 
the  7th  regiment,  which  was 
marching  with  another  three 
pounder  to  the  relief  of  Ninety- 
Six,  he  received  inftruftions  from 
the  commander  in  chief,  to  firike 
a  blow,  if  poflible,  at  Gen.  Mor¬ 
gan ;  but  at  all  events,  to  oblige 
him  to  pafs  the  Broad  River,  and 
thereby  prevent  all  future  embar- 
raflment  on  that  fide.  Morgan 
retreated,  and  Tarleton  purfued  ; 
a  ftate  of  things,  which  naturally 
increafes  confidence  and  ardour  on 
the  one  fide,  and  generally  de- 
prefies  them  on  the  other.  Mor¬ 
gan  at  length  found  his  enemy 
fo  clofe  upon  him,  that  he  could 
not  pafs  the  Broad  River,  efpe- 
cially  as  the  waters  were  exceed¬ 
ingly  out,  without  expofing  his 
troops  to  greater  danger,  than  he 
thought  he  fhould  hazard  by  an 
encounter.  He  accordingly,  with¬ 
out  hefitation,  determined  at  once 
upon  the  part  which  he  fhould 
take  ;  and  choofing  his  ground, 
boldly  prepared  for  battle, 

Tarleton  came  up 
with  his  enemy  at 
eight  in  the  morning, 
and  nothing  could  appear  more  in  ¬ 
viting  than  the  profpett  before 
him.  They  were  drawn  up  on 
the  edge  of  an  open  wood  without: 
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defences;  and  though  their  num¬ 
bers  might  have  been,  fomewhat 
fuperior  to  his  own,  the  quality 
of  the  troops  was  fo  different  as 
not  to  admit  a  doubt  of  fuccefs; 
which  was  lb  ill  farther  confirmed 
by  his  great  fuperiority  in  cavalry ; 
fo  that  every  thing  feemed  to  in¬ 
dicate  a  more  complete  vidory. 
His  line  of  attack  was  compofed 
of  the  7th  regiment,  with  the 
foot,  of  the  legion,  and  the  corps 
of  light  infantry  annexed  to  it; 
a  troop  of  cavalry  covered  each 
flank.  The  firft  battalion  of  the 
71ft,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
cavalry,  formed  a  fecond  line. 

Morgan  fhewed  uncommon  abi¬ 
lity  and  judgment  in  the  difpofl- 
tion  of  his  force.  Seven  hundred 
militia,  on  whom  he  placed  no 
great  confidence,  were  expofed  to 
open  view,  as  we  have  fee n,  in 
the  firft  line,  on  the  edge  of  the 
wood;  but  the  fecond,  compofed 
of  the  continental  and  Virginia 
troops,  was  out  of  fight  in  the 
wood ;  where  they  were  drawn  up 
in  excellent  order,  and  prepared 
for  all  events. 

.  The  militia  were  little  capable 
of  fuftaining  the  impetuofity  of 
their  aflailants  ;  and  were  foon 
broken,  routed,  and  fcattered  on 
all  fides.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at,  that  thofe  troops  who  had  been 
fo  long  ufed  to  carry  every  thing 
before  them,  almoft  without  re¬ 
finance,  now  meeting  with  the 
nfual  facility,  fhould  at  once  con¬ 
clude  the  day  to  be  their  own, 
and  purfue  the  fugitives  with  the 
utmoft  rapidity.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  fecond  line  having  open¬ 
ed  on  the  right  and  left  in  the 
wood,  as  well  to  lead  the  vidors 
pn,  as  tp  afford  a  clear  paffage 
for  the  fugitives,  as  foon  as  the 


former  were  far  enough  advanc¬ 
ed,  poured  in  a  clofe  and  deadly 
fire  on  both  fides,  which  took  the 
moft  fatal  effed.  The  ground 
was,  in  an  inftant,  covered  with 
the  killed  and  wounded  ;  and 
thofe  brave  troops  who  had  been 
fo  long  inured  to  conquer,  were, 
by  this  fevere  and  unthought  of 
check,  thrown  into  irremediable 
aiforder  and  confufion. 

A  total  defeat  was  the  imme¬ 
diate  confequence.  The  7th  re¬ 
giment  loft  their  colours;  and  the 
brave  men  of  the  royal  artillery, 
who  attended  the  two  pieces  of 
cannon,  with  the  charaderiftic  in¬ 
trepidity  and  magnanimity  of  their 
corps,  learning  either  to  abandon 
or  furrender  their  guns,  were  cut 
to  pieces  by  them.  The  lofs  eve¬ 
ry  way,  in  killed,  wounded,  and 
prifoners,  exceeded  400  men. 
Tarleton,  in  the  midft  of  defeat, 
exhibited  a  trait  of  his  charader 
and  fpirit.  When  all  was  loft,  he 
notwithftanding  rallied  a  part  of 
his  routed  cavalry,  who  were  ftill 
afhamed  to  abandon  an  officer  who 
had  fo  often  led  them  to  victory; 
with  thefe.he  unexpectedly  charged 
and  repulfed  Wafhington’s  horfe  ; 
and  had  the  fortune  of  retaking 
the  baggage,  the  flender  guard 
in  whofe  cuftody  it  was  left  being 
cut  to  pieces.  This,  however, 
from  the  impoffibility  of  carrying 
it  off,  he  was  obliged  moftly  to 
deftroy. 

This  blow,  coming  fo  clofely 
upon  that  at  the  King’s  Mountain, 
produced  effeds  worfe  than  could 
have  been  feared  from  fuch  par¬ 
tial  difafters.  Indeed  they  feem- 
ed  ferioufly  to  have  influenced  all 
the  fubfequenc  operations  of  the  1 
war,  and  deeply  affeded  its  ge-  j 
neral  fortune.  The  lofs  of  the  » 

light  ’ 
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light  troops,  efpecially  of  the  ca¬ 
valry,  could  fcarcely  be  repaired  ; 
and  the  nature  of  the  war,  ren¬ 
dered  this  fort  of  force  one  of  its 
moft  effectual  arms. 

It  was  the  more  grievous  to 
Lord  Cornwallis,  from  its  being 
one  of  thofe  unexpected  events, 
which,  as  it  could  neither  be  fore- 
feen  nor  apprehended,  no  wifdom 
could  poflibly  provide  again!!:. 
Moft  of  the  troops  that  were  now 
defeated,  had  been  much  diftin- 
guilhed,  and  conftantly  fuccefs- 
ful.  It  is  not  even  clear  that 
there  was  any  difparity  in  point 
of  number  ;  and  if  there  had, 
from  long  and  confirmed  expe¬ 
rience,  it  could  not  have  been  a 
matter  of  much  confideration. 
Nor  was  it  even  to  be  fuppofed, 
that  Morgan  would  in  any  pofti- 
ble  circumftance  have  ventured  an 
engagement ;  for  Greene  had  al¬ 
ready,  upon  the  advance  of  Lord 
Cornwallis,  abandoned  Mecklen- 
burgh  county,  and  retired  to  the 
eallern  fide  of  the  Pedee ;  which 
increafed  the  diftance  fo  much, 
that  his  retreat,  under  the  confe- 
quences  of  an  aftion,  feemed  ex¬ 
tremely  hazardous. 

The  plan  adopted  by  Lord 
Cornwallis  for  the  winter  cam¬ 
paign,  was  to  advance  to  North 
Carolina,  by  the  upper,  inftead 
of  the  lower  roads,  or  in  other 
words,  to  make  his  way  on  the 
weftern  fide,  inftead  of  keeping 
the  central  courfe  through  both 
provinces.  Amon£  other  motives 
for  this  choice,  was  the  hope  of 
cutting  Morgan  off,  or  if  that 
failed,  at  any  rate  to  drive  him 
entirely  out  of  South  Carolina, 
and  thereby  to  relieve  Ninety-Six, 
and  all  that  fide,  from  trouble 
and  danger  while  lie  pufhed  for- 
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ward.  Another  motive  not  lefs 
cogent  for  taking  the  upper  road 
was,  that  it  kept  nearer  the  heads 
of  the  rivers,  and  accordingly  led 
to  the  fords,  which  generally  lie 
above  their  forks ;  whereas  the 
great  rivers  were  at  that  feafon, 
nearly,  if  not  entirely  impaflable 
below  the  forks,  which  was  the 
courfe  that  the  lower  road  took. 

The  objects  in  view  with  Lord 
Cornwallis  were,  by  rapid  march¬ 
es,  to  get  between  Gen.  Greene 
and  Virginia,  and  by  cutting  oft' 
his  reinforcements  from  that  coun¬ 
try,  either  reduce  him  to  a  ne- 
ceffity  of  fighting  with  his  prefent 
force,  or  of  giving  up  the  caufe 
altogether,  by  abandoning  North 
Carolina  with  precipitation  and 
difgrace.  In  either  cafe,  as  he 
had  no  doubt  of  fuccefs  in  the 
former,  an  opportunity  would  be 
afforded,  and  encouragement  giv¬ 
en  to  the  loyalifts,  to  fulfil  their 
promifes  of  a  general  rifing,  in 
order  to  afiift  in  the  re-eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  Britilh  government. 
In  this  flattering  ftate  of  things, 
government  being  eftablifhed,  and 
the  province  competent  to  the 
maintenance  of  its  own  internal 
fecurity,  it  would  likewife  prove 
the  means  of  fecuring  the  tranquil¬ 
lity  of  South  Carolina.  And  thus 
every  thing  being  fecured  behind, 
he  might  then  well  look  forward, 
with  the  warmeft  hopes,  and  with 
every  profpedl  of  advantage,  to 
the  profecution  of  his  intended 
operations  in  Virginia,  Maryland, 
and  even  ftill  farther  northward. 

Lord  Cornwallis  was  not  lefs 
attentive  to  the  fecurity  of  South 
Carolina  during  his  abfence,  than 
he  was  to  the  providing  for  the 
adtive  operations  of  the  army  un¬ 
der  his  own  immediate  command. 

For 
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For  this  purpofe,  befides  the  fta- 
tionary  force  at  Charles -Town, 
be  left  a.  confrderable  body  of 
troops  oncer  the  conduct  of  Lord 
Rawdon  ;  whole  central  filiation 
at  Camden,  was  equally  calcu¬ 
lated  to  reprefs  the  infurgents 
within  the  province,  and  to  main¬ 
tain  the  frontiers.  A  meafure  in¬ 
deed  that  greatly  leiTened  his  ac¬ 
tive  force,  already  too  much 
weakened  by  the  late  lodes  ;  but 
which  the  duration  of  affairs  ren¬ 
dered  indifpenfibly  neceffary.  For 
Greene’s  lit  nation,  hanging  with 
Ms  force  upon  the  eaftern  banks  of 
the  p'edee,  whofe  waters  covered 
Mm  from  all  near  danger,  would 
have  afforded  him  fuch  a  com¬ 
mand  of  a  great  part  of  the  fou  them 
frontier,  when  the  main  army  had 
puffed  on  to  the  northward,  as 
would  have  endangered,  at  lead, 
all  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  province, 
without  fuch  a  check  as  was  now 
provided.  And  to  this  was  to  be 
added,  that  South  Carolina  itfelf 
was  ft  ill  torn  to  pieces  by  internal 
commotions^  which  indeed  feem- 
ed  rather  to  increafe  than  to  lef- 
fen  with  lofs  and  defeat;  and  that, 
as  Sumpter,  Marion,  and  their 
other  leaders,  had  now  made  it 
a.  rule  to  mount  all  their  adhe¬ 
rents,  and  to  a<ff  entirely  on  horfe- 
back  ;  it  became  a  matter  of  no 
fmall  difficulty,  either  to  reprefs 
or  to  puniff  their  irruptions. 

Lord  Cornwallis,  with  his  ufual 
alertnefs,  immediately  difpatehed 
a  part  of  the  army,  unincumbered 
with  bag-gage,  in  the  hope  of  in¬ 
tercepting  Morgan,  or  at  lead  of 
recovering  the  prifoners;  while  he 
ft  aid  behind  a  day  with  the  re¬ 
mainder,  for  the  purpofe  of  col¬ 
lecting:  the  remains  ofTarleton’s 
corps.  Nothing  could  exceed  the 


exertions  made  by  the  purfuing 
troops;  but  fuch  was  the  celerity 
of  the  enemy,  and  fuch  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  they  encountered,  from 
violent  and  continual  rains,  and 
the  confequent  fwelling  of  the 
numberlefs  creeks  in  their  way, 
that  all  their  efforts  were  fruitlefs; 
and  Morgan  had  gained  the  up¬ 
per  fords  on  the  Catawba,  before 
they  could  poffibiy  reach  them. 
Upon  the  failure  of  intercepting 
Morgan,  the  army  was  aftembled 
on  the  25th  of  January,  at  Ram- 
foure’s  Mills,  on  the  fouth  fork  of 
the  Catawba.  And  as  the  lofs  of 
the  light  troops  could  only  be  re¬ 
medied  by  the  general  activity  of 
the  whole  army.  Lord  Cornwallis 
fpent  two  days  in  the  deftruftion 
of  all  die  fuperfluous  baggage,  and 
of  every  thing  whatever,  which 
could  retard  the  celerity  of  the 
troops,  and  which  was  not  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary  to  their  exiftence 
or  addon.  -Upon  this  principle, 
all  the  waggons,  excepting  thofe 
loaded  with  hofpital  ftores,  fait, 
or  ammunition,  and  four  empty 
ones,  referved  for  the  lick  or  wound¬ 
ed,  were  deftroyed.  The  temper 
with  which  they  fubmitted  not 
only  to  this,  but  to  a  number  of 
other  unufual  trials  and  hardfhips* 
docs  infinite  honour  to  every  part 
of  that  army.  They  beheld  the 
deftrubtion  of  their  mod  valuable, 
and  even  much  of  their  moft  ne- 
ceffary  baggage;  they  beheld  their 
fpirituous-  liquors  ftaved,  at  a  fea- 
fon  when  it  would  be  molt  wanted* 
and  upon  the  entrance  of  a  fervice, 
which  cut  off  every  profpedt  and 
hope  of  a  future  fupply  ;  and  the 
moderate  pittance  of  flower,  which 
they  were  able  to  procure  and  to 
carry  along  with  them,  was  their 
only  certain  vrefource  for  fubfift- 
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ance ;  yet  thefe  difficulties  and 
evils,  new  and  brange  as  they 
were,  were  fubmitted  to  with  the 
mob  general  and  chearful  acquie¬ 
scence.  It  Seemed  indeed  the  lefs 
irkSome,  as  the  example  was  Set 
by  the  commander  in  chief  him- 
Self  with  the  utmob  rigour.  It  was 
a  new  phenomenon  in  a  modern 
army,  to  behold  the  general’s 
quarters  incapable  of  affording  a 
glafs  of  wine,  orofany  kind  ofbrong 
liquor,  and  his  table  as  debitute 
of  any  thing  orderly  or  comfort¬ 
able,  and  even  of  furniture,  as 
the  corqmon  Soldier’s. 

The  north  fork  of  the  Catawba, 
had  been  rendered  impaffable  for 
Several  days  by  the  rains ;  and  all 
the  fords  for  more  than  forty  miles 
above  the  fork,  were  beffdes  vigi¬ 
lantly  guarded  by  detachments  of 
the  enemy;  compofed  not  only  of 
Morgan’s  corps,  but  of  the  militia 
of  the  two  neighbouring  counties  of 
Rowen  and  Mecklenburgh,  (both 
of  which  were  peculiarly  inimical 
to  the  royal  caufe)  under  the  con¬ 
duct  of  a  General  Davidfon.  Lord 
Cornwallis  approached  the  river 
by  fhort  marches  during  its  height, 
and  by  Several  movements  and 
feints,  which  indicated  a  defign  of 
forcing  his  way  at  different  fords 
before  they  were  yet  paffable,  en¬ 
deavoured  to  divide  and  dibradt  the 
attention  of  the  enemy.  In  the 
mean  time,  he  fpared  no  pains  to 
procure  all  poffible  information,  as 
well  of  the  nature  of  the  river,  and 
of  the  country  on  the.  other  fide, 
as  of  the  ftate  and  condition  of 
the  enemy.  His  plan  being  fet¬ 
tled,  and  the  vyater$  Somewhat  fal¬ 
len,  he  detached  Colonel  Webber, 
with  a  part  of  the  army,  and  all 
the  remaining  baggage,  to  a  ford 


called  Beattie’s,  which  lies  fix 
miles  higher  up  the  river,  than 
another  principal  ford,  which  is 
known  by  the  nameof  M'Cowen’s. 
General  Davidfon,  was  fuppofed 
to  be  polled  with  500  militia  at 
Beattie’s ;  and  Webiler  had  in- 
brudlions  to  make  every  poffible 
demonbration,  as  well  by  canno¬ 
nading  as  by  manoeuvres,  of  his 
determination  to  force  a  paffage  at 
that  ford. 

While  Webber  was  gone  upon 
this  Service,  Lord  Cornwallis  with 
the  remainder  of  the  army,  con¬ 
fiding  of  the  brigade  of  guards, 
the  regiment  of  Bofe,  the  23d, 
200  cavalry,  and  two  three  pound¬ 
ers,  began  his  march  „  ,  „ 

about  one  in  the  morn-  *  1  ’ 
ing,  to  a  private  ford,  about  a 
mile  from  IvLCowen’s,  which  was 
the  real  objedl  of  attempt.  The 
morning  being  very  dark  andrainy, 
and  part  of  their  way  being  thro* 
a  wood  where  there  was  no  road, 
the  artillery  were  fo  embarraff'ed 
in  a  Swamp,  that  the  line  of  march 
was  pufhed  on  to  the  ford  without 
them  ;  where  the  head  of  the  co¬ 
lumn  arrived  jub  at  the  opening 
of  the  day.  The  general  Soon 
perceived  by  the  number  of  fires 
on  the  other  fide,  that  the  ford 
was  much  better  guarded,  and 
the  oppoSition  would  consequently 
be  greater  than  he  expedited.  Tfiis 
rendered  the  delay  of  the  artillery 
the  more  vexatious.  But  as  he 
knew  tha^t  the  rain  then  falling 
would  Soon  render  the  river  impaf¬ 
fable,  and  had  before  received 
intelligence,  that  Greene  was 
on  full  march  from  the  Pedee, 
with  his  whole  force,  to  join  Mor¬ 
gan  ,  he  Saw  that  Something  mub  ne- 
ceffarily  be  hazarded  at  the  prefen t, 
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to  avoid  greater  future  difficulties:; 
and  being  likewife  full  of  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  zeal  and  gallantry  of 
Brig.  General  O  Kara,  and  of  the 
brigade  of  guards  under  his  com¬ 
mand,  which  formed  the  head  of 
the  column,  he  determined  on  the 
attempt ;  and  direflly  ordered 
them  to  march  on  through  the  ri¬ 
ver,  and  to  prevent  confufion, 
charged  them  not  to  lire,  until  they 
had  gained  the  oppofite  bank. 

The  guards,  and  their  com- 
snander,  fully  jufiified  the  high 
opinion  which  Lord  Cornwallis 
had  entertained  of  them.  The  ter¬ 
rors  and  difficulties  of  an  untried 
river,  upwards  of  five  hundred 
yards  wide,  with  a  lirong  current, 
a  rocky  bottom,  water  up  to 
the  middle,  and  expofed  through 
the  whole  paffage,  to  the  delibe¬ 
rate  aim,  and  continual  fire  of  the 
enemy,  were  equally  incapable  of 
making  any  impreffion  on  their 
cool  and  determined  valour,  and 
of,  in  any  degree,  affecting  the 
excellency  of  their  difclpline.  The 
light  infantry  of  the  guards,  being 
the  firfi  that  were  landed,  inflant- 
ly  formed,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
killed  or  difperfed  every  thing 
that  appeared  before  them.  Gen, 
Davidfon,  who  unexpectedly,  and 
for  himfelf  unfortunately,  had  ar¬ 
rived  at  this  poll,  with  300  militia 
on  the  preceding  evening,  was, 
with  forne  other  officers,  found 
among  the  flain.  Colonel  Hall 
of  the  guards,  was  the  only  officer 
who  fell  on  the  Britifh  fide;  and 
though  a  good  many  private  men 
were  wounded,  yet  the  lobs  in  eve¬ 
ry  refpeft  would  appear  incredi¬ 
bly  fmall  to  thofe,  who  are  not 
accuftomed  to  confider  the  prodi¬ 
gious  difference  between  real  and 


efiimated  danger,  in  many  pa rt$ 
of  military  action. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  rear  of 
the  column  being  come  up,  and 
the  whole  paffed  with  the  otmoil 
expedition  over  the  river.  Colonel 
Tarleton  was  difpatched  with  the 
cavalry,  fopported  by  the  23d  re¬ 
giment,  inpurfuitof  the  fugitives, 
and  likewife  to  fcour  and  examine 
the  country.  Having  received 
intelligence  from  the  prifoners* 
that  three  or  four  hundred  of  the 
militia,  were  to  afFemble  that  day. 
at  a  place  about  ten  miles  difiant, 
he  eagerly  feized  that  opportunity, 
as  well  of  avenging,  as  of  effacing 
the  memory  of  the  late  dlfafter8 
He  therefore,  immediately  quitting 
the  infantry,  proceeded  thither  a& 
the  head  of  his  cavalry  with  the 
mmofl  expedition  ;  his  arrival  be¬ 
ing  fo  fudden  and  unexpe&ed,  that 
a  complete  furprize,  great  execu¬ 
tion,  and  total  difperfion,  were 
almoft  the  inftantaneous  confe- 
qoences.  This  fevere  llroke,  a- 
long  with  the  preceding  defeat  at 
the  ford,  had  fuch  an  effect  upon 
the  militia,  who  had  hitherto  only 
heard  of  the  rigours  and  dangers 
of  war,  that  they  not  only  imme¬ 
diately  abandoned  all  their  polls 
on  the  river,  but  were  fo  totally 
cowed  and  difpirited,  that  they 
did  not  once  after,  in  any  man¬ 
ner,  make  the  fmallelt  attempt  to 
interrupt  the  progrefs  of  the  army 
in  its  march  to  the  Yadkin,  al¬ 
though  its  courfe  lay  (to  ufe  Lord 
Cornwallis’s  own  words)  through 
one  of  the  mofl  rebellious  tra&s  in 
America. 

Though  the  enemy  had  aban¬ 
doned  Beattie’s  Ford,  yet  the' con¬ 
tinual  fall  of  rain,  and  fvvelling  of 
the  river,  had  rendered  the  paf- 

fage 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [61 


fage  both  tedious  and  difficult  to 
Colonel  Webfter.  It  was,  how¬ 
ever,  at  length  accomplifhed  to¬ 
wards  the  evening ;  and  he  was 
enabled  to  join  the  commander  in 
chief,  in  fome  time  after  dark,  at 
about  fix  miles  diftance  from  the 
ford. 

Intelligence  being  received,  that 
Morgan  had  commenced  a  forced 
march  in  the  afternoon,  which  it 
was  afterwards  found  that  he  had 
continued  through  the  night,  to 
the  northward,  towards  Salilbury, 
the  defire  of  retaliating  on  that 
commander,  was  fo  ftrong  with  the 
army,  that  they  purfued  him  in 
the  morning  with  the  utmoft  fpirit 
and  vigour;  hoping,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  diftance  he  had  gained,  by 
dint  of  exertion,  ftill  to  overtake 
or  intercept  him  while  he  was  en¬ 
tangled  among  the  rivers.  But  the 
difficulties  of  bad  roads,  bad  wea¬ 
ther,  and  fwelled  creeks,  which 
they  had  to  furmount,  were  fo 
great  and  fo  numerous,  that  it 
could  not  poffibly  be  done,  with 
the  effect  that  was  wifhed.  Mor¬ 
gan  had  arrived  at  the  trading  fort 
on  the  Yadkin,  in  the  night  be¬ 
tween  the  fecond  and  third  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  and  during  the  remainder 
of  that,  and  in  the  courfe  of  the 
following  day,  had  paffed  the  body 
of  his  infantry,  with  the  cavalry, 
and  molt  of  the  waggons  over  the 
river  ;  fo  that  when  the  guards,  by 
a  courfe  of  the  mod;  ilrenuous  exer¬ 
tions,  had  come  up  in  the  evening, 
they  could  only  rout  and  difperfe 
his  rear,  and  take  the  few  remain¬ 
ing  waggons. 

Morgan  having  fecured  the  boats 
on  the  other  fide,  and  the  ford 
through  which  he  had  paffed  his 
waggons  and  cavalry  being  now 
rendyred  impaffable  by  the  fudden 


rife  of  the  river,  Lord  Cornwallis 
determined  to  march  to  the  upper 
fords,  which,  as  we  before  observ¬ 
ed,  are  generally  paffable  ;  but  he 
was  under  a  neceffity  of  making 
fome  fhort  delay  by  the  way  at 
Saliibury,  for  the  procuring  of  a 
hafty  and  fcanty  fupply  of  provi- 
fions.  In  the  mean  time  he  re¬ 
ceived  intelligence,  that  Morgan 
had  quitted  the  banks  of  the  Yad^ 
kin,  and  that  Greene  was  march¬ 
ing  with  the  utmoft  difpatch  to 
form  a  junftion  with  him  at  Guild¬ 
ford.  The  Britifh  commander 
knowing  that  Greene  had  not  yet 
received  his  reinforcements  from. 
V  irginia,  nor  even  had  time  to  col- 
left  the  North  Carolina  militia, 
was  fenfible,  that  he  would  by  all 
poffible  means  avoid  an  engage¬ 
ment  in  the  latter,  and  of  courfe 
endeavour  to  make  his  Way  into  the 
other  where  his  fupport  lay.  To 
counteract  this  defign  wa-s  there¬ 
fore  his  great  objeft  ;  and  he  ac¬ 
cordingly  endeavoured  with  the 
utmoft  diligence,  and  every  degree 
of  exertion,  to  get  before  him  to 
the  river  Dan  ;  for  that  river,  and 
the  Roanoke  into  which  it  falls, 
form  the  boundary  between  the 
two  provinces  ;  and  by  feizing  the 
upper  fords  on  the  firft,  he  hoped 
to  reduce  Greene  to  a  neceffity  ei¬ 
ther  of  fighting,  or  of  abandoning 
his  communication  with,  and  all 
hope  of  (uccour  from  Virginia  ; 
while,  in  the  latter  cafe,  he  would 
run  no  fmall  rifque  of  being  inex¬ 
tricably  enciofed  and  hemmed  in, 
between  the  great  rivers  on  the 
weft,  the  fea  on  the  eaft,  and  the 
forces  under  the  Lords  Cornwallis 
and  Rawdon,  on  the  north  and 
fouth . 

It  was  now  a  trial  of  difpatch 
between  both  armies,  which  fihould 

firft 
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£ril  gain  the  northern  frontier. 
The  British  fucceeded,  and  cut 
Greene  off  from  the  upper  fords; 
and  Lord  Cornwallis  being  allured, 
that  the  lower  were  impracticable, 
and  that  the  country  could  not  af¬ 
ford  any  number  of  boats,  at  all 
fufficient  for  the  pafiage  of  Greene’s 
army,  thought  he  could  not  now 
efcape  without  a  decifive  blow, 
and  accordingly  purfued  him  with 
the  ut molt  expedition.  This  was, 
however,  impeded  by  great  and 
numerous  difficulties.  The  intel¬ 
ligence  to  be  obtained,  was  not 
only  extremely  defective,  but  feeins 
to  have  been  intendedly  delufive  ; 
the  want  of  light  troops  was  now 
feverely  felt;  "and  the  enemy  by 
their  abundance  of  them,  were 
enabled  to  break  down  all  the 
bridges  in  the  line  of  march,  and 
to  throw  numberlefs  other  impedi- 

.  ,  meats  in  the  way  of 

heb.  151  .  airny.  Upon  their 

arrival  at.  Boyd's  Ferry,  they  dif- 
covered  to  their  inexpreffible  grief 
and  vexation,  that  all  their  toil 
and  exertions  had  been  vain,  and 
that  all  their  hopes  were  fruitrat¬ 
ed.  The  enemy  had  been  fur- 
11  iffied  with  boats  fufficient,  (in 
direct  contradiction  to  all  the  in¬ 
telligence  received  by  the  B ritifh 
general)  to  convey  their  whole 
army  and  baggage,  on  the  pre¬ 
ceding  day  and  night,  over  the  ri¬ 
ver. 

Nothing  ever  exceeded,  except 
the  vigour  and  perfeverance  with 
which  they  were  encountered  and 
furmounted,  the  hard fh ip s,  and  dif¬ 
ficulties,  which  the  army  endured 
in  this  long  courfe  of  march,  from 
Saliibury  to  the  Dan,  and  then  in 
the  purfuit  of  Greene  to  Boyd's 
Ferry.  Their  wants  and  diftrefies 
were  not  lefs  than  their  toils  and 
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fatigues.  They  traverfed  a  couh-i 
try,  which  was  alternately  a  wild 
and  inhofpitable  foreft,  or  inha¬ 
bited  by  a  people  who  were  at 
lead  highly  adverfe,  however  they 
might  venture,  or  not,  to  be  hof- 
tile.  When  to  thefe  we  add  all 
the  poffible  incommodities,  inci¬ 
dent  to  bad  roads,  heavy  rains, 
want  of  cover,  and  the  continual 
wading  through  numberlefs  deep 
creeks  and  rivers  in  the  depth  of 
winter,  we  fhall  hill  form  only  very 
faint  and  inadequate  ideas  of  the 
fufferings  which  they  endured. 

The  army  being  in  no  condition 
to  venture  the  invafion  of  fo  power¬ 
ful  a  province  as  Virginia,  in  the 
prefent  circumftances,  and  North 
Carolina  being  in  a  date  of  the 
utmoft  diforder  and  confufion. 
Lord  Cornwallis,  after  giving  the 
troops  a  day's  red:,  led  them  by 
eafy  marches  to  Hillfborough, 
where  he  ereCted  the  royal  ftand- 
ard,  and  iffiued  a  proclamation, 
inviting  all  loyal  fubjeffis  to  repair 
to  it,  and  to  take  an  aftive  part  in 
affifling  him  to  rellore  order  and 
conftitutionaX  government  in  the 
colony. 

During  thefe  tr  an  factions,  Co¬ 
lonel  Balfour,  who  commanded  at 
Charles-Town,  equipped  a  fmall 
force  for  an  expedition  to  Cape 
Fear  River,  not  only  to  co-operate 
with  Lord  Cornwallis  by  a  diver - 
fion  on  that  fide,  and  by  gaining 
pofibffion  of  Wilmington,  but  like- 
wife  to  make  that  way  a  convey¬ 
ance  for  the  furnilhing  his  army 
with  thofenecelfaryfupplies,which, 
in  the  prefen  t  ftate  of  the  war,  could 
fcarcely  be  done  in  any  other  man¬ 
ner.  Major  Craig,  with  about 
300  land  forces,  was  difpatched 
upon  this  fervice  towards  the  lat¬ 
ter  end  of  January ;  and  the  men 

were 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [ 63 


were  convoyed  and  fupported  by 
Capt.  Barclay,  iu  the  Blonde  fri¬ 
gate,  with  the  Otter  and  Delight 
iloops  of  war;  the  marine  force 
and  the  troops,  being  equally  par¬ 
takers  in  the  fortune  of  the  enter- 
prize. 

Capt.  Barclay  landed  all  the 
marines,  in  order  to  fupply  the 
weaknefs  of  the  land  force,  about 
nine  miles  fhort  of  Wilmington  ; 
the  inhabitants  fent  a  deputation 
to  propofe  terms,  which  were  not 
liftened  to ;  and  the  town  being 
abandoned  by  its  defenfive  force, 
confiding  of  about  150  men,  was 
taken  without  refidance,  The  in¬ 
habitants  delivered  up  their  arms, 
were  admitted  to  parole,  and  fe- 
cured  in  their  property.  The  Bri- 
tifh.  commanders  being  informed, 
that  feveral  veffels  loaded  with 
provifions,  ammunition,  and  the 
effeds  of  thofe  who  were  in  arms, 
as  well  as  of  feme  Spaniards  and 
French,  who  had  lately  fettled  at 
Cape  Fear,  had  efcaped  up  the 
north-call  branch  of  that  river, 
purfued  them  both  by  land  and 
water;  four  or  five  were  accord¬ 
ingly  taken,  and  feme  others  burnt 
by  the  enemy.  The  batteries  be¬ 
ing  clofed  in,  and  the  works  re¬ 
paired  or  completed,  Wilming¬ 
ton  was  made  a  pod  of  fome  .fort 
of  drength,  and  continued  for 
fome  little  time  to  be  of  imoort- 
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ance. 

Lord  Cornwallis  being  inform¬ 
ed,  that  a  confiderable  number  of 
loyalids  inhabited  the  country  be¬ 
tween  the  Haw  and  the  Deep, 
rivers,  he  difpatched  Col.  Tarle- 
ton  with  the  cavalry,  and  a  fmall 
body  of  infantry,  to  prevent  any 
interruption  in  their  affembling  or 
moving.  But  it  happened  molt 


unluckily,  that  a  part  of  the  ene¬ 
my's  light  troops  had  entered  the 
country  on  one  fide,  at  the  very 
time  that  the  Britilh  detachment 
entered  in  on  another;  and  that 
they  fell  in  with  a  body  of  about 
200  of  thefe  people,  who,  under 
the  conduct  of  a  Colonel  Pyle, 
were  on  their  way  to  join  the  royal 
army  at  Hillfborough.  Thefe  un¬ 
fortunate  rovalids,  who  had  notice 
of  Tarleton's  approach,  midaking 
the  enemy  for  his  detachment, 
and  not  being  yet  apprehendve  of 
the  wiles  and  circumvention  of 
war,  differed  themfelves,  without 
the  fmalled  effort,  to  be  enclofed 
and  furrounded ;  when,  without 
refidance,  and,  it  is  laid,  crying 
out  for  quarter,  a  number  of  them 
were  mod  inhumanly  put  to  the 
fword ! 

In  the  mean  time.  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis  having  received  intelligence, 
that  Greene  being  reinforced  in 
Virginia  had  repaired  the  Dan,  he 
thought  it  neceffary  to  colled  his 
force  by  recalling  Tarleton  ;  and 
forage  and  provifions  growing 
fcarce  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Hilllborough,  and  the  pofition  be¬ 
ing  too  didant  to  afford  counte¬ 
nance  and  protection  to  the  well 
affeded  upon  the  advance  of  the 
enemy,  he  thought  it  expedient 
to  make  a  movement  to  the  Flaw 
River,  which  he  paffed,  and  en¬ 
camped  near  Allemance  Creek  ; 
having  pufihed  Tarleton  a  few  miles 
forward  towards  the  Deep  River, 
with  the  cavalry,  the  light  com¬ 
pany  of  the  guards,  and  150  of 
Webder’s  brigade.  Greene's  li^ht 
troops  loon  made  their  appearance  ; 
upon  which  Tarleton  received  or¬ 
ders  to  move  forward,  and,  with 
proper  precaution,  to  make  what 
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difcovery  he  could  of  the  motions 
and  defigns  of  the  enemy. 

.  j  Tarleton  had  not 
arc  2  *  advanced  far  when  he 
fell  in  with  a  confiderable  corps  of 
the  enemy,  whom  he  inftantly  at¬ 
tacked,  and  foon  routed;  but  be¬ 
ing  ignorant  of  their  force,  how 
they  were  fupported,  and  grown 
eircumfpedt  from  experience,  he 
with  great  prudence  retrained  his 
ardour,  and  delifted  from  the  pur- 
fuit,  He  foon  learned  from  the 
prifoners,  that  thofe  he  had  defeat¬ 
ed  were  the  corps  called  Lee’s  le¬ 
gion,  with  three  or  four  hundred 
Back  Mountain  men,  and  fome 
militia,  under  a  Colonel  Prelion. 
He  likewife  aifcovered  through  the 
fame  intelligence,  that  Greene, 
with  a  part  of  his  army,  was  at  no 
great  didance. 

It  appeared  afterwards,  though 
it  does  not  feem  to  have  been  then 
known  to  the  Britilh  general,  that 
Greene  had  yet  only  received  a 
part  of  the  reinforcements  he  ex¬ 
pelled ;  and  that  a  more  confider¬ 
able  body  were  then  on  their  way 
to  join  him  from  Virginia.  This 
induced  him  to  fall  fuddenly  back 
toThompfon’s  Houfe,  near  Boyd’s 
Ford,  on  the  Reedy  Fork.  It  is 
remarkable,  and  deferving  of  par¬ 
ticular  notice,  that  although  this 
part  of  the  country,  where  the 
army  now  was,  was  confidered  and 
diftinguilhed,  as  being  peculiarly 
and  zealoufly  attached  to  the  Bri- 
tifh  caufe  and  intereli  ;  and  yet, 
that  Lord  Cornwallis  lhould  have 
had  occalion  pathetically  to  com¬ 
plain,  thathis  iituation  was  among!! 
timid  friends,  and  adjoining  to  in¬ 
veterate  rebels  ;  and,  that  be¬ 
tween  them,  he  had  been  totally 
cleftitute  of  information  ;  by  which 


means,  he  loll:  a  very  favourable 
opportunity  of  attacking  the  rebel 
army. 

Though  Greene  had  thus  fallen 
back  with  his  main  body,  he  left 
his  light  troops  and  militia  to  fo¬ 
rage  and  occupy  the  country  in  the 
front  of  the  Britilh  army;  and. 
thofe,  in  defiance  of  repeated  ex¬ 
amples,  which  might  well  have 
ferved  to  keep  them  conftantly 
alert  and  upon  their  guard,  feem- 
ing  totally  to  forget  the  fort  of 
enemy,  to  whole  eye  and  observ¬ 
ation  they  were  expofed,  were  dif- 
perfed,  and  poked  careiefsly  at  fe- 
veral  plantations,  confulting  only 
their  convenience,  and  the  facility 
of  fubfiftance,  This  fitua-  ^  ^ 
tion  induced  Lord  Cornwal¬ 
lis  to  put  the  army  fuddenly  in 
motion  ;  with  a  view,  not  only  of 
beating  up  their  quarters,  and 
driving  them  in  upon  the  army, 
but  of  attacking  Greene  himfelf, 
if  any  fair  opportunity  lhould  of¬ 
fer.  He  completely  fucceeded  in 
the  firft  part  of  his  delign;  and  at 
Weitzell’s  Mill,  on  the  Reedy 
Fork,  where  they  ventured  to  make 
a  (land,  the  Back  Mountain  men, 
and  fome  Virginia  militia,  fufrered 
confiderably ;  and  the  fecond  part 
only  failed,  through  Greene’s 
making  a  timely  and  precipitate 
retreat  over  the  Haw  River. 

The  vicinity  of  the  fords  on  the 
Dan,  which  lay  in  the  rear  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  extreme  difficulty 
of  fulfilling  the  army,  in  the  in¬ 
termediate  exhaufled  country,  ren¬ 
dered  it  in  vain  for  the  Britilh 
general  to  purfue  them  over  the 
Haw,  under  any  hope  of  being 
able  to  force  them  toadlion.  He 
thought  therefore,  the  moll  eligi¬ 
ble  courfe  which  he  could  in  the 
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prefent  ftate  of  things  purfue,  was, 
by  effectually  covering  their  coun¬ 
try,  to  afford  the  friends  of  the 
royal  caufe  time  and  encourage¬ 
ment  to  affemble,  and  to  join  the 
army;  keeping  an  eye  at  the  fame 
time  to  Cape  Fear  River;  the 
communication  with  which  it 
would  foon  become  indifpenfibly 
neceffary  to  open,  through  the 
grievous  diftreffes  of  the  army, 
which  were  now  become  nearly  in¬ 
supportable,  under  the  want  of 
fupplies  of  every  fpecies.  Fie  was, 
however,  determined  to  fight  the 
enemy  in  the  mean  time,  if  their 
army  at  all  approached,  under  a 
full  conviction,  that  nothing  lefs 
than  a  clear  and  decided  fuperio- 
rity  in  arms,  could  anfwer  the 
great  purpofe  and  end  of  their  ex¬ 
ceedingly  toilfome  and  arduous 
winter  campaign,  which  was  to 
draw  forth  into  aClion,  the  fup- 
pofed  numerous  loyalifts  who  in¬ 
habited  that  province. 

In  purfuance  of  this  plan,  the 
army  encamped,  on  the  13th  of 
March,  at  the  Quaker  Meeting- 
houfe,  within  the  forks  of  the 
Deep  River.  On  the  following 
day,  Lord  Cornwallis  was  inform¬ 
ed,  that  General  Butler,  with  a 
body  of  North  Carolina  militia, 
together  with  the  expeCted  rein¬ 
forcements  from  Virginia,  had  all 
joined  Greene;  this  was  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  very  exaggerated 
reprefentation  of  his  force,  which 
was  ftated  at  no  lefs  than  nine  or 
ten  thoufand  men  ;  and  intelli¬ 
gence,  which  was  confiderably 
nearer  the  truth,  that  he  was  in 
full  march  to  attack  the  Britifh 
army.  On  the  fame  evening  he 
received  authentic  intelligence, 
that  Greene  had  advanced  to 
Vo l.  XXIV. 


F  EUROPE.  [65 

Guildford,  which  was  only  about 
twelve  miles  from  the  Britifh 
camp. 

Lord  Cornwallis  being  now 
pretty  well  perfuaded  that  the  ene¬ 
my  intended  to  venture  an  engage¬ 
ment,  thought  it  neceffary  to  fend 
the  waggons  and  baggage,  under 
a  ftronger  efcort  than  he  could 
well  fpare,  to  Bell’s  Mill,  which, 
was  confiderably  lower  down  on 
the  Deep  River,  in  the  heart  of 
the  weli-affedled  country;  and  on 
the  following  morn-  ,,  , 

ing,  at  day-break,  he  arc 
marched  with  the  remainder  of 
the  army,  either  to  meet  the  ene¬ 
my  on  the  way,  or  to  attack  them, 
in  their  encampment.  About  four 
miles  from  Guildford,  the  advanc¬ 
ed  guard,  under  Col.  Tarleton, 
fell  in  with  Col.  Lee’s  legion, 
and  thofe  other  light  troops  whom 
they  had  before  engaged.  Thefe 
Tarleton  again  attacked  and 
routed  ;  and  the  army  continuing 
its  march,  foon  discovered  the 
enemy  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle, 
upon  z  rifing  ground,  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  from  Guildford  Court- 
houfe.  The  light  troops  who  had 
been  defeated,  having  been  feve- 
ral  days  entirely  detached  from 
Greene’s  army,  the  prifoners  now 
taken  could  give  no  manner  of 
account,  of  the  order,  numbers, 
or  difpofition  of  the  enemy;  and 
the  country  people,  who  were  Ex¬ 
amined  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
ground,  whether  from  ffupidity 
or  defign,  were  fo  exceedingly  in¬ 
accurate,  if  not  unintelligible  in 
their  defcriptions,  as  to  afford  very 
little  fatisfadlion  upon  the  fub- 
je£h  Indeed  the  difficulty  of  pro¬ 
curing  intelligence,  and  the  little 
reliance  to  be  placed  upon  that 
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which  was  obtained,  feem  to  be 
among  the  diftinguifhing  features 
of  the  war  in  this  province. 

Under  thefe  embarrafling  cir- 
cum fiances,  the  Britifh  General 
was  obliged  to  adapt  his  difpofi- 
tions  and  meafures,  principally, 
to  the  apparent  face  of  the  country 
and  difpofition  of  the  enemy.  The 
country  in  general  prefented  a 
wildernefs,  covered  with  tall 
woods,  which  were  rendered  in¬ 
tricate  by  flirubs  and  thick  undfer- 
brufh;  but  which  was  interfperfed 
here  and  there,,  by  a  few  fcattered 
plantations  and  cleared  fields.  In 
the  fpaee  immediately  between  the 
head  of  the  column  and  the  enemy, 
was  a  considerable  plantation,  one 
large  field  of  which  was  on  the 
left  hand  of  the  line  of  March, 
and  two  others,  with  a  wood,,  of 
about  two  hundred  yards  broad, 
lying  between  them,  was  on  the 
right  of  it ;  and  beyond  thefe 
fields,  the  wood  continued  for  fe¬ 
deral  miles  to  the  right.  In  the 
front,  beyond  the  plantation,  was 
another  wood,  of  about  a  mile  in 
depth  ;  and  its  back  opened  into  an 
ex  ten  five  fpaee  of  cleared  ground 
which  furroundedGuildfordCourt- 
houfe.  The  woods  on  the  right 
and  left,  were  reported  to  be  im¬ 
practicable  for  cannon ;  the  ene¬ 
my's  firfl  line  appeared  drawn  up 
on  the  fkirts  of  that  in  the  front. 

The  wood  on  the  right,  appear¬ 
ing  to  be  fomewhat  more  open 
than  its  oppoflte,  induced  Lord 
Cornwallis  to  direft  his  attack 
again!!  the  enemy's  left  wing;,  and 
the  artillery  were  brought  up  the 
road  to  cannonade  their  center,, 
whilft  he  was  making  his  difpofl- 
tions  in  the  following  order.  On 
the  right,  the  Heflian  regiment  of 
&ofe,  with  the  71ft  Jkitifli,  were 
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led  by  Major-general  Leflie,  and 
fupported  by  the  firfl:  battalion  of 
guards.  On  the  left,  the  33d  and 
3 3d  regiments,  were  led  by  Col. 
Webfter,  and  fupported  by  the 
grenadiers,  and  the  fecond  Batta¬ 
lion  of  guards,  under  the  con- 
duft  of  Brigadier-General  O’Haras. 
The  German  yagers,  with  the 
light  infantry  of  the  guards,  re¬ 
mained  in  the  wood,  on  the  left  of 
the  guns;  and  the  cavalry,  under 
Col.  Tarleton,  were  drawn  up  in 
the  road,  in  readinefs  to  aft  as 
circumftances  might  require. 

Gen.  Greene’s  army  was  drawn 
up  in  three  lines;  the  front  line, 
which  was  only  in  fight,  was  com¬ 
pel  ed  of  the  two  North  Carolina 
brigades  of  militia,  under  their 
own  Generals  Butler  and  Eaton*. 
The  fecond  line,  drawn  up  at  a 
proper  diftance  in  the  wood,  was 
compofed  of  two  brigades  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  militia,  commanded  by  the 
Generals  Stephens  and  Lawfon. 
But  the  hope  and  main  Arength  of 
the  army,  was  placed  in  the  third 
line,  which  confided  of  two  bri¬ 
gades  of  Virginia  and  Maryland 
continental  (or  regular)  troops,,, 
under  the  conduft  of  Gen.  Huger 
and  Col.  Williams.  Col.  Wafli- 
ington,  with  his  dragoons,  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  continental  light  in¬ 
fantry,  and  Lynch’s  regiment  of 
riflemen,  formed  a  feparate  corps 
to  cover  the  right  flank  j  and  Col. 
Lee,  with  his  legion,  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  light  infantry,  and  Camp¬ 
bell’s  riflemen,  were  appointed  to 
cover  the  left. 

ft  is  probable  that  Greene’s 
whole  force  did  not  fall  much,  if 
any  thing,,  fhort  of  6000  men  5 
and  it  feems  as  probable,  from  the 
long  fervice  they  had  gone  through, 
and  the  confequent  thinnefs  of  the 
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battalions*  as  well  as  from  other 
preceding  and  fubfequent  circum- 
ftances,-  that  Lord  Cornwallis’s 
forces  could  fcarcely  exceed  a  third 
of  that  number.  The  accounts 
publilhed  at  the  time,  on  either 
fide,  being  always  calculated  to 
make  certain  imprefiions,  and  to 
anfwer  immediate  purpofes,  can 
never  afford  a  clue  to  accurate 
eftimate  in  fuch  cafes.  The  fimi- 
larity  between  Greene’s  difpcfi- 
tions  on  this  day,  and  thofe  which 
had  lately  fucceeded  fo  well  with 
Morgan,  cannot  fail  of  flriking 
every  one  who  attentively  confiders 
both ;  the  refemblance  will  like- 
wife  appear  in  fome  parts  of  the 
aftion,  as  well  as  in  the  plan  or 
delign.  , 

The  a&ion  began  about  half  an 
hour  pall  one  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon  ;  when  Major-General  Leflie 
found  himfelf  fo  much  out-flanked 
by  the  enemy’s  left,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  bring  the  fir  ft  battalion 
of  guards  forward  into  the  line,  to 
the  right  of  the  regiment  of  Bofe ; 
after  which  he  was  not  long  in  de¬ 
feating  every  thing  that  yet  ap¬ 
peared  before  him.  At  the  fame 
time.  Col.  Webfter,  who  advanc¬ 
ed  with  equal  vigour  on  Leflie’s 
left,  was  no  lefs  fuccefsful  in  his 
front;  but  finding  that  the  33d 
was  expofed  to  a  very  heavy  fire 
from  the  enemy’s  right  wing,  he 
fuddenly  and  judicioufly  changed 
his  front  to  the  left,  and  being 
fupported  by  the  yagers,  and  light 
infantry  of  the  guards,  attacked 
and  routed  them  on  that  fide  ; 
while  the  grenadiers,  and  fecond 
battalion  of  guards,  moved  for¬ 
ward  to  occupy  the  ground  in  the 
center,  which  he  had  juft  quitted. 

All  the  infantry  being  now  in 
the  line.  Col.  Tarleton  was  di- 
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redled  to  keep  his  cavalry  entire 
and  compaft,  and  not  to  charge 
by  any  means  without  orders,  ex¬ 
cepting  only,  the  moll  evident  ne- 
ceflity  of  prote&ing  fome  corps 
from  defeat  or  ruin.  In  fad,  not- 
withflanding  this  beginning  fuc- 
cefs,  all  the  feverity  and  danger 
of  the  adlion  was  yet  to  come. 
For,  although  the  North  Carolina 
militia,  in  the  fir  ft  line,  had 
fhamefully  abandoned  their  poft, 
and  ran  away,  without  at  all  hand¬ 
ing  the  conflid ;  the  Virginia  mi¬ 
litia,  in  the  fecond  line,  were  by 
no  means  influenced  by  their  ex¬ 
ample;  they,  'on  the  contrary, 
flood  their  ground  for  a  considera¬ 
ble  time,  and  fought  with  great 
refolution  ;  and  when  they  were 
at  length  broken,  and  driven  back 
upon  the  continental  troops  in  the 
third  line;  the  battle  then  became 
only  the  more  arduous  and  doubt¬ 
ful.  It  was  indeed  an  adion  of 
almoft  infinite  diverfity.  The  ex- 
cefiive  thicknefs  of  the  woods; 
had  rendered  the  bayonet  in  a 
great  meafure  ufelefs;  had  enabled 
the  enemy,  however  broken,  to 
rally,  to  fight  in  detachment,  and 
to  make  repeated  and  obftinate 
ftands ;  it  had  necefTarily  and  en¬ 
tirely  broken  the  order  of  battle  ; 
and  feparated  and  disjoined  the 
Britifh  corps,  who  could  know  no 
more  of  each  other,  than  what  they 
gathered  from  the  greatnefs,  the 
continuance,  or  the  courfe  of  the 
firing,  in  different  quarters.  Thus 
the  battle  degenerated  into  a  num¬ 
ber  of  irregular,  but  hard-fought 
and  bloody  fkirmifhes. 

On  the  right,  the  firft  battalion, 
of  guards,  with  the  regiment  of 
Bofe,  after  they  imagined  that 
they  had  nearly  carried  every  thing 
before  them,  were  warmly  en- 

[£]  2  gaged 
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gaged  in  front,  flank  and  rear, 
not  only  with  fuch  parts  of  the 
routed  or  broken  enemy  who  had 
again  rallied,  but  with  a  part  of 
the  extremity  of  their  left  wing, 
which,  through  the  clofenefs  of 
the  wood,  had  been  palled,  un¬ 
broken  and  unobferved.  A  fimi- 
lar  firing  was  continued  on  the 
left,  where  Webfler’s  corps  was 
engaged.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
7 1  it  regiment,  with  the  grena¬ 
diers,  and  the  fecond  battalion  of 
guards,  which  were  in  the  center, 
being  uncertain  what  was  palling 
on  either  hand,  but  hearing  the 
fire  advance  on  the  left,  continued 
to  move  on  along  the  road  through 
the  wood,  being  accompanied  by 
the  artillery,  which  kept  pace 
with  them,  and  followed  by  the 
cavalry.  The  guards  fir  11:  gained 
the  -cleared  ground,  near  Guild¬ 
ford  Court-ho-ufe,  where  they 
found  a  corps  of  continental  in¬ 
fantry,  formed  in  the  open  field  on 
the  left  of  the  road. 

Though  the  enemy  were  much 
fyperior  in  number,  the  fecond 
battalion  of  guards,  glowing  with 
impatience  tolignalize  themfelves, 
inflantly  attacked,  and  routed  them 
with  inch  effect,  as  to  take  their 
cannon  ;  but  pnrfumg  them  with 
'  toq  much  ardour  into  the  wood, 
they  were  fuddenly  thrown  into 
con fu fion  by  a  very  heavy  and  un¬ 
expected  fi re;  and  being  inflantly 
charged  by  Col.  Walhington,  at 
the  head  of  his  regiment  of  dra¬ 
goons,  the  diforder  was  irretrieva¬ 
ble,  and  they  were  driven  back, 
and  purfued  into  the  field,  with 
the  lofs  of  the  two  6  pounders 
which  they  had  juft  taken.  The 
fortune  of  the  day,  at  this  infiant, 
fieemed  only  to  hang  by  a  fingle 
hair,  yhe  critical  bringing  up  of 


two  3  pounders,  and  their  well- 
timed  and  well-diredied  fire,  un¬ 
der  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant 
Macleod  of  the  artillery,  ferved 
to  repulfe,  or  at  leaft  to  keep  at 
bay,  the  cavalry  for  the  prefent, 
and  afforded  feme  leifure  for 
breathing  and  recovery  to  the 
guards.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
grenadiers,  with  the  7 ill  regiment, 
whole  pafiage  had  been  impeded 
by  fome  deep  ravines  they  fell  in 
with  on  their  way,  began  to  ap¬ 
pear,  Coming  out  of  the  wood  on 
the  right  ;  which,  as  it  could  not 
fail  to  damp  the  enemy,  ferved 
equally  to  infpirit  the  royal 
troops,  and  to  facilitate  the  en¬ 
deavours  of  Bug.  Gen.  O’Hara  $ 
who,  notwithflanding  his  being 
fiorely  wounded,  was  ufing  the 
moll  fpirited  and  fuccefsful  exer¬ 
tions  in  rallying  the  guards.  They 
accordingly,  being  now  confirmed 
and  fupported  by  the  coming  up 
of  the  grenadiers,  returned  to  the 
charge  with  frefh  ardour;  and  to 
render  the  affair  decifive,  the  23d 
regiment  arrived  at  that  infiant 
from  the  left,  and  Tarleton  came 
fweeping  on  with  his  cavalry. 
Such  a  conjunction  of  favourable 
circ  urn  fiances  could  not  but  pro-* 
duce  their  effedt.  The  enemy 
were  attacked  on  all  tides ;  de¬ 
feated;  and  not  only  loll  the  two 
firil  6  pounders,  which  they  had 
fo  lately  recovered,  but  two 
others,  being  the  whole  artillery 
which  they  had  brought  into  the. 
field. 

About  the  fame  time,  the  33d 
regiment,  and  the  light  infantry 
of  the  guards,  after  long  adtion, 
and  overcoming  many  difficulties, 
had  entirely  routed  the  corps 
which  were  oppofed  to  them  on 
the  left  j  fo  that  the  adUon  being 
9  now 
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now  entirely  ended  on  that  fide, 
the  23d  and  71ft  regiments,  with 
part  cf  the  cavalry,  were  difpatch- 
ed  in  pt-rfuit  of  the  flying  enemy. 
In  the  mean  time  a  heavy  firing 
was  'ill  continued  in  the  woods 
on  the  right,  where  the  firil  bat¬ 
talions  ofguards,  and  the  regiment 
of  Bofe,  had  their  hands  fully  en¬ 
gaged  with  the  militia,  in  a  fort 
of  adtion  which  was  entirely  fuited 
to  the  habits  and  genius  of  the 
latter.  The  appearance  of  the  ca¬ 
valry,  and  the  fpirited  attack  made 
by  Tarleton,  contributed  much  to 
extricate  thofe  regiments,  and  to 
occafion  the  difperfion  of  the  mili¬ 
tia  in  the  woods. 

Thus  ended  the  very  (harp, 
hard-fought,  and  exceedingly  di- 
verfified  adficn  at  Guildford.  An 
action,  in  which  the  perfevering 
valour,  and  admirable  difeipline 
or  the  Britifh  troops,  were  molt 
eminently  diftinguifhed.  Nothing 
lefs,  indeed,  than  an  unlimited 
portion  of  the  one,  and  an  une¬ 
qualled  petfetftion  in  the  other, 
could  have  triumphed  againfl  fo 
great  a  fuperiority  of  force,  and 
fuch  infuperable  difficulties  of 
ground.  Lord  Cornwallis  declar¬ 
ed,  in  public  orders,  that  he  fhould 
ever  confider  it  as  the  greateft  ho¬ 
nour  of  his  life,  to  have  been 
placed  at  the  head  of  fo  gallant  an 
army  ;  and  the  merit  was  fo  ge¬ 
neral,  chat  every  corps,  and  al- 
motl  every  officer  above  the  rank 
of  a  fubaltern,  received  his  public 
thanks  and  acknowledgments  for 
their  particular  and  diftinguifhed 
fervices.  Among  thefe,  we  mu  ft 
not  forget  the  brave  Heffian  regi¬ 
ment  of  Bofe,  and  their  gallant 
commander.  Major  de  Buy. 

No  public  acknowledgement 
could  be  made  (nor  would  it  have 
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been  adequate  if  there  could)  of 
the  noble  commander’s  own  me¬ 
rits  ;  which,  if  poflible,  were  more 
highly  diftinguifhed  on  this  day, 
than  in  the  moil  brilliant  of  his 
former  adions.  Notvvithftanding 
an  exceeding  bad  ftate  of  health, 
he  feemed  to  be  every  where  pre- 
fent;  and  afforded  fupport  and  re¬ 
lief  to  every  corps  that  was  hard 
prefled.  It  was  then  no  wonder, 
that  two  horfes  were  fhot  under 
him  ;  but  it  may  well  be  deemed 
fuch,  that  he  efcaped  himfelf  un¬ 
hurt.  t 

On  the  other  fide  it  mull  be  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  feveral  of  the 
American  corps  difputed  the  day 
with  great  conftancy;  and  that 
they  rallied,  returned  to  the 
charge,  and  flood  feveral  fevere 
fhocks,  with  a  perfeverance  and 
courage,  which  would  have  done 
honour  to  veteran  troops.  The 
rebel  cavalry  very  much  diftin- 
guifhed  themfelves.  It  would  like- 
wife  feem,  that  Greene  fliewed  no 
common  lhare  of  ability,  in  the 
drawing  up  of  his  army,  the  choice 
of  his  ground,  and  fuch  a  difpo- 
fition  of  his  force,  as  was  fuited 
both  to  its  nature  and  theirs.  Nor 
does  any  want  of  generalfhip  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  courfe  and  conduct  of 
the  adftion.  The  exceeding  bad 
behaviour  of  the  firft  line,  both 
with  refpedl  to  effecl  and  example, 
was  fufiicient  to  have  introduced 
diforder  and  difmay  in  any  army  ; 
and  could  not  but  greatly  influence 
the  fortune  of  the  day. 

The  lofs  on  the  Britifh  fide,  in 
any  comparative  eftimate,  drawn 
from  the  length,  circumftances, 
and  feverity  of  the  a&ion,  would 
appear  very  moderate  ;  but  if con- 
fidered,  either  with  refpeft  to  the 
number  of  the  army,  its  ability  to 
[5]  3  bear 


7o]  ANNUAL  RE 

bear  the  lofs,  or  the  intrinfic  va¬ 
lue  of  the  brave  men  who  fell  or 

were  difabled.  it  was  great  indeed. 

*  m  £> 

In  the  whole  it  exceeded  500 
men  ;  of  whom,  though  fearcely 
a  fifth  were  killed  on  the  fpot, 
many  died  afterwards  of  their 
wounds  ;  and,  undoubtedly,  a 
much  greater  number  were  dif¬ 
abled  from  all  future  fervice.  At 
any  rate,  the  army  was  deprived 
of  about  one-fourth  in  number 
(and  that  by  no  means  the  lead: 
effective^  of  its  prefent  force. 
The  guards  loft  Col.  Stuart,  with 
the  Captains,  Schutz,  Maynard, 
and  Goodricke,  befides  fubalterns. 
Col.  Webfter,  a  brave,  experi¬ 
enced,  and  diftinguifhed  officer, 
who  commanded  the  brigade  on 
the  left,  died  of  his  wounds,  to  the 
no  fmall  lofs  of  the  fervice,  and 
the  very  great  regret  of  the  gene¬ 
ral  as  well  as  the  army.  The 
Brigadier  -  Generals  O’Hara  and 
Howard,  as  well  as  Col.  Tarleton, 
and  feveral  other  officers,  were 
wounded. 

The  Americans  gave  no  fair 
Hate  of  their  lofs ;  which  would 
have  been  alone  a  fufficient  reafora 
for  concluding  it  to  be  very  confi- 
derable.  They  only  publifhed  an 
account  of  the  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed  of  the  continental  troops,  who 
formed  but  a  fmall  part  of  their 
army.  It  was  faid,  that  all  the 
houies  for  many  miles  round  were 
filed  with  their  wounded.  The 
adlion  was  fpread  through  fo  wide 
an  extent  of  country,  and  that  fo 
thickly  wooded,  that  the  yidtors 
could  form  no  eftimate  of  the  flam. 
But  whatever  that  might  be,  their 
principal  lofs  confifted  in  the  de¬ 
fer  tion  of  that  part  of  the  militia 
who  were  within  any  reach  of 
home;  for  they,  according  to  efta- 
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bliflied  cuftom,  feized  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  being  difperfed  in  the 
woods  by  an  action,  to  make  the 
beft  of  their  way,  without  once 
looking  back.  Gen.  Greene  be¬ 
llowed  great  praifes  upon  the  bra¬ 
very  of  the  Virginia  militia,  and 
of  the  light  troops  under  Lee  and 
Wafhington,  as  well  as  of  the 
Virginia  and  Maryland  regulars. 
In  a  very  model!  letter  to  the  Pre- 
fident  of  the  Congrefs,  he  fatisfies 
himfelf  with  attributing  the  Bri- 
tifh  fuccefs  to  the  fuperiority  of 
their  aifcipline. 

Greene  retreated,  with  the  con¬ 
tinental  forces,  and  fuch  part  as 
could  yet  be  collected  of  the  Vir¬ 
ginia  militia,  to  the  Reeay-Fork 
River,  which  he  pafted  ;  and  fays 
himfelf,  that  he  halted  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  ford,  which  was  only 
three  or  four  miles  from  the  JgJJ 
fcene  of  adlion,  until  he  was  join¬ 
ed  by  the ilragglers ;  but  by  Lord 
Cornwallis's  account,  we  are  to 
underftand,  that  he  did  not  flop 
until  he  arrived  at  the  iron  works 
on  Troublefome  Creek,  18  mile? 
from  the  field  of  battle.  Indeed 
Greene  himfelf  dates  his  letter, 
on  the  following  day,  from  thofe 
very  iron  works  ;  but  eftimates  the 
diftance  at  little  more  than  half 
what  we  have  Hated,  Without 
entering  at  all  into  this  queftion, 
it  is  fufficient  to  obferve,  that 
however  the  Americans  were  rout¬ 
ed,  the  royal  forces  were  in  no 
condition  to  maintain  a  purfuit. 
Befides  that  the  troops  were  worn 
down  by  the  exceffive  fatigue  of  a 
conliderable  march  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance,  without  baking,  and  that 
immediately  fucceeded  by  fo  long 
and  fo  toilfome  an  adtion,  their 
numerous  wounded,  who  were 
fcauered  over  an  extenfive  fpace 

of 
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of  country,  required  the  moft  im¬ 
mediate  attention  ;  but  to  render 
the  impediments  to  a  purfuit  ut¬ 
terly  infurmountable,  the  enemy 
were  greatly  fuperior  in  cavalry, 
as  well  as  in  every  fpecies  of  light 
troops. 

Such  was  the  penury  and  mife- 
rable  date  of  the  country,  that  the 
troops  were  without  bread  for  two 
days  that  they  continued  at  Guild¬ 
ford  ;  nor  could  even  forage  be 
procured  at  a  nearer  diftance  than 
nine  miles.  And  though  this 
vidlory  was  gained  at  the  entrance 
of  the  country  in  which  the  loy- 
alifts  were  fuppofed  to  be  nume¬ 
rous,  it  does  not  appear,  that  it 
was  capable  of  inducing  any  body 
of  that  people,  deferving  of  name 
or  confideration,  to  join  the  royal 
gtk  army.  Under  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis  moved  with  the  army  to 
Bell’s  Mill,  on  the  Deep  River; 
whither  the  baggage  had  been  fent 
before  the  adtion  ;  and  was  oblio-ed 

O 

to  leave  70  of  the  word:  of  the 
wounded  behind,  at  the  New- 
Garden,  Quaker  Meeting  houfe, 
with  proper  affiftance  and  accom¬ 
modation,  but  of  neeeffity  in  the 
power  of  the  enemy. 

A  march  of  two  days  brought 
the  army  to  Bell’s  Mill,  where 
they  continued  two  more,  as  well 
to  afford  reft  to  the  troops,  as  to 
procure  fome  fcan.ty  fupply  of  pro- 
vifions.  The  neceffities  of  the 
army  in  general,  and  the  diftreffes 
of  the  fick  and  wounded,  left  the 
marching  towards  Wilmington,  in 
order  to  obtain  thofe  fupplies  and 
accommodations  which  were  in- 
difpenfibly  neceffary  to  both,  no 
•longer  a  matter  of  choice.  They 
accordingly  moved,  by  fuch  eafy 
•marches  as  fuited  the  eafe  and  con¬ 


venience  of  the  wounded,  towards 
Crofs- Creek,  upon  the  north-weft 
branch  of  the  Cape  Fear  River; 
being  the  fame,  which  in  its  ori¬ 
gin,  and  long  after,  is  known  by 
the  name  of  the  Haw.  On  the 
way.  Lord  Cornwallis  iffued  a 
proclamation,  and  ufed  every  other 
polfible  means,  as  well  to  concili¬ 
ate  the  enemies,  as  to  encourage 
and  call  forth  the  friends  of  the 
royal  caufe,  to  the  taking  an  adtive 
part  in  its  fupport.  It  does  not, 
however,  appear,  that  his  endea¬ 
vours  upon  this  occafion  were  at¬ 
tended,  even  after  a  very  fplendid 
victory,  with  any  greater  effedt, 
than  they  had  hitherto  been,  in 
the  courfe  of  his  long  peregrina¬ 
tion  through  different  parts  of  that 
province. 

Such  was  the  ftrange  and  unto¬ 
ward  nature  of  this  unhappy  war, 
that  vidlory  now,  as  we  have  al¬ 
ready  feen  in  more  than  one  other 
inftance,  was  produdlive  of  all  the 
confequences  of  defeat.  The  news 
of  this  vidlory  in  England,  for  a 
while,  produced  the  ufual  effedts 
upon  the  minds  of  the  people  in 
general.  A  very  little  time  and 
refledlion  gave  rife  to  other 
thoughts ;  and  a  feries  of  victo¬ 
ries  caufed,  for  the  firft  time., 
the  beginning  of  a  general  defpair. 
The  fadl  was,  that  while  the  Bri- 
tifh  army  aftonifhed  both  the  old 
and  the  new  world,  by  the  great- 
nefs  of  its  exertions  and  the  rapi¬ 
dity  of  its  marches,  it  had  never 
advanced  any  nearer  even  to  the 
conqueft  of  North  Carolina.  And 
fuch  was  the  hard  fate  of  the  vic¬ 
tors,  who  had  gained  fo  much 
glory  at  Guildford,  as,  in  the  firft 
place,  to  abandon  a  part  of  theef 
wounded;  and,  in  the  fecond,  to 
make  a  circuitous  retreat  of  200 
[£]  4  miles^ 
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miles,  before  they  could  find  fhel- 
ter  or  reft. 

Lord  Cornwallis  had  been 
taught  to  exped,  from  all  the  in¬ 
formation  which  he  received,  that 
Crofs-Creek  lay  in  fo  plentiful  a 
country,  that  it  would  be  an  ex¬ 
ceedingly  proper  place  for  afford¬ 
ing  feme  days  repofe  and  refrefh- 
ment  to  his  troops.  But,  to  his 
great  difappointment,  he  found, 
upon  his  arrival,  that  this  intelli¬ 
gence  was  of  the  ufual  value,  and 
that  neither  proviiions  nor  forage 


were  to  be  procured.  This  wa§ 
rendered  the  more  grievous,  upon 
alfo  difeovering,  that  the  windings 
of  the  river  rendered  the  naviga¬ 
tion  fo  tedious,  that  the  troops 
could  not  benefit  of  that  mode  o£ 
conveyance.  At  length,  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  the  army  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Wilmington,  on  the 
yth  of  April,  put  an  end  for  the 
prefent,  to  the  unceafing  toils, 
2nd  unfpeakable  hardfhips,  which 
they  had  undergone  during  the 
three  paft  months. 


CHAP.  V, 


Expedition  to  Virginia  under  General  Arnold .  State  of  grievances  which 
led  to  the  mutiny  in  the  American  army .  Penfylvania  line ,  after  a  fcujfie 
with  their  officers,  march  off  from  the  camp,  and  chufe  a  ferjeant  to  be 
their  leader .  IVLcffage,  and  flag  of  truce ,  produce  no  fat  is  factory  anfiwer 
frotn  the  infurgents ,  who  proceed  firft  to  Middle-Brook ,  and  then  to 
Prince-  Town.  Meafures  ufed  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  profit  of  this  de¬ 
fection.  He  paffies  over  to  Staten  If  and,  arid  fends  agents  to  make  ad¬ 
vantageous  propofals  to  the  mutineers.  Propofals  for  an  o.c commodaticn , 
founded  on  a  redrefs  of  grievances ,  ?nade  by  Gen.  Reed,  and  favourably 
received  by  the  infurgents ;  who  march  fro?n  Prince -Tovsn  to  Trenton 
upon  the  Delavoare ,  and  deliver  up  the  agents  f  rom  Sir  Henry  Clinton . 
Grievances  redrejfed ,  and  matters  finally  fettled  by  a  committee  of  the. 
congrefs.  Ravages  made  by  Arnold  in  Virginia,  draw  the  attention  of 
the  French ,  as  well  as  the  Americans ,  to  that  country.  Gen .  JVajhing - 
ton  dij patches  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  with  forces  to  its  relief.  Ex¬ 
pedition  to  the  Ghefapeak ,  concerted  by  M.  de  Ternay ,  and  the  Count  Ro - 
chambeau ,  at  Rhode  Ifiand,  for  the  fame  purpofe,  and  to  cut  off  Gen » 
Arnold's  retreat.  Admirals  Arbuthnot  and  Graves  encounter  the  French 
fleet ,  and  overthrow  all  their  defigns  in  ihe  Ghefapeak.  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis's  departure  to  Wilmington ,  enables  Gen.  Greene  to  direct  his 
operations  to  South  Carolina.  Situation  of  Lord  Rawdon  at  Camden. 
American  army  appears  before  that  place.  Greene  attacked  in  his  camp , 
and  defeated.  General  revolt  in  the  interior  country  of  South  Carolina. 
Difficulties  of  Lord  Raw  den' s  filiation ,  noiwithfianding  his  victory. 
Obliged  to  abandon  Camden,  and  retire  to  Nelfon's  Ferry,  where  he 
paffies  the  Santee.  Brit  iff  pofs  taken ,  and  general  hofiility  of  the  pro¬ 
vince.  Great  havock  made  by  the  Generals  Phillips  and  Arnold  in  Vir¬ 
ginia.  Extreme  difficulties  of  Lord  Cornwallis'  s  fit  nation  at  If  ilmington. 
Undertakes  a  long  march  to  Virginia  ;  arrives  at  P eterfburgh ,  and 
Receives  an  account  of  Cen,  Phillips's  death.  Arrival  of  three  regiments 

firm 
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from  Ireland  at  Charles -'fovon ,  enables  Lord  Ranudon  to  ?narch  to  the 
relief  of  Ninety-Six .  Gen.  Greene ,  having  failed  in  his  attempt  to  take 
the  fort  by  form ,  raifes  the  fege,  upon  the  approach  of  the  Britijh  army , 
and  is  vigoroufy ,  but  ineffectually  purfued .  Works  at  Ninety -Six  de¬ 
frayed,  and  the  place  abandoned .  Lord  Ravodon  marches  to  the  Conga- 
rees  ;  is  difappointed  in  the  expedited  junction  of  Col.  Stuart ,  and  narrovely 
efcapes  being  furrounded  by  the  enemy ,  voho  had  intercepted  the  intelligence 
of  Stuart’ s  failure.  He  forces  his  <w ay  through  Congaree  creek,  and  is 
joined  by  Col.  Stuart  at  Orangeburgh.  Gen.  Greene  advances  to  attack 
the  Rmtijh  army ,  but  retires  again  in  the  night .  Campaign  clofes ,  and 
ftuation  of  tbe  hofile  forces  during  the  Jickly  feafon.  Incredible  hard- 
Jhips  fufained ,  and  difficulties  fur  mount  e'd ,  by  the  Britijh  troops  in  the 


tvoo  Carolinas . 

4 

DURING  thefe  tranfa&ions 
in  the  Carolinas,  Mr.  Ar¬ 
nold,  who  adted  as  Brigadier- 
General  in  the  Britifh  fervice,  was 
difpatched  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
to  make  a  diveriion  in  Virginia  ; 
and  perhaps  likewife  under  an  ex¬ 
pectation,  that  his  former  name 
and  character  would  have  drawn 
large  bodies  of  thofe,  who  were 
reprefented  as  having  a  difpofi- 
tion  to  return  to  their  alle¬ 
giance,  to  his  ftandard.  His 
force,  upon  this  expedition,  con- 
lilted  of  the  Edinburgh  regiment, 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dundas, 
eitimated  at  600  men  ;  of  a  mixed 
American  corps,  compofed  of  horfe 
and  foot,  called  the  Queen’s 
Rangers,  of  about  the  fame  num¬ 
ber,  under  the  command  of  Col. 
Simcoe;  of  Col.  Robinfon’s  pro¬ 
vincials,  and  of  a  fmall  corps  of 
200  men,  which  Arnold  himfelf 
had  been  able  to  raife  at  New 
York  ;  the  whole  force  amounting 
to  near  1700  men.  This  expedi¬ 
tion  being  conducted  and  fupport- 
cd,  by  fuch  a  naval  force  as  was 
fuited  to  the  nature  of  the  fervice, 
enabled  Gen.  Arnold,  who  arri¬ 
ved  in  the  Chefapeak  at  the  open- 
ing  of  the  new  year,  to  do  in  tin  i  te 
milchief  on  the  rivers,  and  along 
She  coafts  of  Virginia. 


In  the  mean  time,  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  had  many  internal,  as  well  as 
external,  difficulties  and  dangers 
to  encounter.  We  have  already 
taken  notice  of  the  well-founded 
complaints,  and  the  great  difeon- 
tents  which  prevailed  in  the  Ame¬ 
rican  army.  Thefe  in  a  great 
meafure  proceeded  from  the  flow- 
nefs  of  feveral  of  the  hates,  in  fur- 
milling  their  refpeCtive  quotas, 
whether  of  men,  monev,  provi- 
fions,  or  cloathing,  for  the  fupply 
of  the  army.  This  evil  was  the 
more  intolerable,  from  the  hope- 
lelfnefs  of  redreis;  as  the  nature 
of  their  government  did  not  ad¬ 
mit  of  any  coercive  power,  equal 
to  its  remedy.  Bur.  though  this 
was  in  a  great  meafure  beyond  the 
reach  of  congrefs,  they  did  not 
efcape  much  cenfure  with  refpedt 
to  matters  which  fell  immediately 
within  their  power  as  well  as  cog¬ 
nizance. 

Their  ignorance  in  finance,  and 
their  many  errors  in  the  whole 
ceconorny  of  the  war,  were  often 
animadverted  on  with  great  feve- 
rity  by  their  warmed  partizans. 
It  is  not  indeed  eafy  to  conceive, 
how  a  body  annually  elected,  con¬ 
tinually  changing  in  aimed  all  its 
parts,  and  drawn  from  countries 
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remote  from  the  feat  and  center  of 
bufmefs,  could  avoid  falling  into 
many.  The  annual  election  Se¬ 
cured  the  fidelity  ©f  the  deputies.; 
but  it  neceflarily  de trailed  feme, 
thing  from  the  uniformity  and  fyf- 
tem  of  public  buiinefs.  The  fall 
©f  the  currency  was  a  grievous 
blow  to  the  Americans.,  which 
perhaps  no  ability  could  perfectly 
prevent  or  remedy.  From  hence 
the  grievances  and  diftreffes  of  the 
army  equalled,  if  not  exceeded, 
their  complaints  and  difeontemt? ; 
and  occafioned  the  relignation  of 
many  of  their  bed  officers,  as  well 
as  the  defertion  of  fome  faithful 
foldiers,  who  thereby  gave  up  the 
whole  of  their  long-due  arrears, 
and  wham  nothing  lefs  could  have 
induced  to  abandon  their  colours. 
To  render  their  condition  the  more 
grievous,  while  the  troops  were 
little  lefs  than  literally  naked,  it 
was  faid,  that  cloathing  for  5000 
men  had  been  perchafed  and  paid 
for  in  France  long  before;  and 
that  through  fome  unaccountable 
fupinenefs,  another  large  quantity 
had  lain  at  Cape  Francois  for 
above  eighteen  months.  But  the 
mod  intolerable  grievance  to  the 
foldiery,  was  an  ad  of  real 'injus¬ 
tice,  as  well  as  a  violation  of  the 
public  faith;  for  through  the  fail¬ 
ure  of  feveral  of  the  dates  in  not 
fending  their  allotted  f apply  of 
new  troops,  many  of  the  foldiers 
were  compelled  to  ferve  far  beyond 
the  term  of  their  enlidment,  with¬ 
out  being  able  to  obtain  any  fatif- 
faCtion,  with  refped  to  their  ar¬ 
rears,  or  even  any  hope  of  a  dif- 
.charge. 

under  all  thefe  circumdances, 
the  mutiny  which  took  place  in 
Wafhington’s  army,  at  the  open- 
ing  .of  the  new  year,  is  much  lefs 


a  matter  of  furprize,  than  its  not 
having  happened  earlier,  being 
more  general,  and  much  more  ru¬ 
inous  in  its  confequences. 

The  Penfylvania  line,  which 
was  hutted  at  Morris-Town,  in 
the  Jerftes,  unable  longer  to  fup- 
prefs  their  difeontents,  - 
turned  out  to  the  mum-  Jan- 
her  of  about  1300  men,  f* 

declaring  that  they  would  not  ferve 
any  longer,  unlefs  their  grievan¬ 
ces  were  redreffied ;  particularly 
with  refped  to  their  pay,  cloath¬ 
ing,  and  providons,.  the  two  firffc 
of  which  they  had  not  received  at 
all,  and  there  were  great  deficien¬ 
cies  in  the  account  of  the  lad.  The 
intervention  of  the  officers  occaii- 
oned  a  riot,  in  which  one  of  them 
was  killed,  and  four  wounded  ; 
fome  of  the  mutineers  were  like- 
wife  wounded.  They  then  col¬ 
lected  the  artillery,  dores,  provi¬ 
soes,  and  waggons,  appertaining 
to  their  div-ifion,  with  all  of  which 
they  marched  in  good  order  out  of 
camp.  As  they  palled  General 
Wayne’s  quarters,  he  ient  to  re- 
qued  of  them  to  defid,  and  to  re- 
mondrate  with  them  on  the  fatal 
confequences  which  mud  attend 
their  proceeding  any  farther.  His 
representations  produced  no  eifeCl; 
they  continued  their  march  until 
evening,  and  then  chofe  an  ad¬ 
vantageous  piece  of  ground  for 
their  encampment,  with  the  fame 
caution  as  if  they  had  been  in  an 
enemy’s  country.  They  likewife 
elefted  officers  from  their  own  bo¬ 
dy  ;  and  appointed  a  ferjeant- 
major,  who  had  been  a  defer  ter 
from  the  Britifh  army,  to  be  their 
commander,  with  the  rank  and 
title  of  Major-General  ;  on  the 
following  day  they  marched  to 
Middle-Brook,  and  on  the  third 

to 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


to  Prince-Town.  A  meflage  was 
Tent  to  them  on  the  fecond  day 
from  camp,  defiring  to  know  their 
intentions;  but  this  they  refuied 
to  receive.  A  flag  of  truce  was 
afterwards  fent;  but  no  general  or 
fatisfaCtory  anfwer  could  be  ob¬ 
tained  ;  fome  faid,  that  they  had 
ferved  three  years  again  ft  their  in¬ 
clination,  and  would  ferve  no 
longer;  whilft  others  made  a  full 
redrefs  of  their  grievances,  the 
price  of  return. 

As  foon  as  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
had  received  intelligence  of  this 
defection  in  the  army  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  he  left  no  means  untried  that 
could  turn  it  to  advantage;  and 
indeed  it  feemed  to  lead  to  confe- 
quences  of  no  fmall  importance. 
Three  Americans  went  as  agents 
to  the  infurgents;  and  were  em¬ 
powered  to  make  the  following 
propofals  to  them  from  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief,  viz.  To  be  taken 
under  the  protection  of  the  Britilh 
government;  to  have  a  free  par¬ 
don  for  all  paft  offences ;  to  have 
the  pay  due  to  them  from  congrefs 
faithfully  paid,  without  any  ex¬ 
pectation  of  military  fervice  in  re¬ 
turn,  although  it  would  be  receiv¬ 
ed  if  voluntarily  offered ;  and  the 
only  conditions  required  on  their 
fide,  were  to  lay  down  their  arms, 
and  return  to  their  allegiance.  It 
was  alfo  recommended  to  them,  to 
move  behind  the  South  River;  and 
an  a-ffurance  was  given,  that  a  body 
of  B ritifK  troops  fhotild  be  in  rea- 
dinefs  for  their  protection,  when¬ 
ever  they  defined  it.  The  inabili¬ 
ty  of  congrefs  to  fatisfy  their  juft 
demands,  and  the.  feverity  with 
which  they  would  "be  treated  if 
they  returned  to  their  former  fer- 
vitude,  were  points  to  be  ftrongly 
urged  by  the  agents ;  and  the  in- 
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furgents  were  required  to  fend 
perlons  to  Amboy,  to  meet  others 
who  would  be  appointed  by  the 
general,  in  order  to  difcufs  and 
fettle  the  treaty,  and  bring  mat¬ 
ters  to  a  final  conclufion. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  comman¬ 
der  in  chief,  notwithftanding  the 
feverity  cf  the  feafon,  paffed  over 
to  Staten  liland,  with  a  large  body 
of  troops,  where  they  were  can¬ 
toned  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  be 
in  readinefs  for  moving  at  the 
fhorteft  notice ;  while  fuch  mea- 
fures  were  taken  in  the  naval  de¬ 
partment,  as  were  neceffary  for 
their  immediately  paffing  over  to 
the  continent,  whenever  circum- 
ftances  might  require  their  aCling. 
This  was  as  much  as  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  could  yet  venture  to  do. 
If  he  had  attempted  more*  it  would 
have  been  liable  to  have  over¬ 
thrown  every  hope  in  the  outfet. 
If  he  had  paffed  over  to  the  conti¬ 
nent,  befides  exciting  a  general 
alarm,  it  would  have  been  the 
probable  means  of  throwing  the 
mutineers  direCtly  back  into  the 
arms  of  the  enemy.  The  mea- 
fures  purfued,  were  thofe  only 
which  with  fafety  and  prudence 
could  be  ventured  upon,  until  the 
temper  and  defigns  of  the  infur¬ 
gents  were  farther  known:  the 
revolt  was  properly  encouraged, 
an  afylum,  with  other  advantages, 
were  held  out,  and  it  was  eafily 
feen  that  greater  would  be  grant¬ 
ed.  Various  other  meffages  and 
propofals,  but  much  to  the  fame 
effeCt  or  tendency  with  the  former, 
were  afterwards  fent;  though  the 
Jerfey  militia  had  grown  fo  watch¬ 
ful  both  of  the  coafts  and  the  in¬ 
terior  roads,  that  the  communica¬ 
tion  became  extremely  difficult. 

After  feveral  days  flay  at  Prince- 
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Town,  the  mutineers*  iniiead  of 
returning  towards  the  British 
Boundaries*  as  was  on  our  fide  pro¬ 
posed  and  hoped*  gave  an  uner¬ 
ring  indication  of  the  unfavour¬ 
able  nefs  of  their  difpofition,  by 
,  advancing  to  Trenton, 

**  1  ’  ■*  on  the  Delaware;  a  dis¬ 
tance  which  cut  off  every  idea  of 
connedion,  or  of  their  at  all  ac¬ 
ceding  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton’s  pro- 
pofals ;  and  a  meafure  which  held 
cut  a  mod  fatal  omen  to  two  of 
his  unfortunate  emiffaries,  who 
were  dill  in  their  hands.  For, 
previous^  to  their  departure  from 
Fiance-Town,  a  printed  paper 
cffpropofals  for  an  accommodation, 
Jigned  by  General  Feed,  the  pre¬ 
sident  of  the  executive  council  of 
late  in  Penfylvania,  was  circulat¬ 
ed  among  the  infurgents;  and  on 
the  day  after  their  arrival  at  Tren¬ 
ton,  an  anfwer,  in  general  very 
favourable,  but  requiring  fome 
auxiliary  conditions,  (and  thole 
not  un  reafonable)  was  returned, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  whole, 
by  the  board  of  ferjeants,  who 
formed  their  grand  committee,  or 
council  ;  and  as  an  earned  of  their 
conciliatory  difpofition,  or,  as  they 
laid,  to  remove  every  doubt  of 
lufpicion  and  jealoufy,  they  deli¬ 
vered  up  the  two  unhappy  emif- 
laries  from  New  York,  who  were 
accordingly  hanged  without  cere¬ 
mony.. 

A  committee  of  the  congrefs,  of 
which  Gen.  Sullivan  and  Dr.  Wi- 
tberfpoon  were  members,  was  at 
length  Cent  to  treat  with  them  at 
Trenton,,  and  the  matters  in  dif¬ 
ference  were  finally  fettled  to- 
wgrds'the  end  of  the  month.  Be¬ 
sides  a  total  oblivion  with  refpedl 
to  the  pall  conduct  of  the  muti¬ 
neers,  the  matters  with  r  dp  eft  to 


pay,  cloathing,  provifions,  and 
arrears,  were  adjufted  to  their  fa- 
tisfaftion  ;  and,  however  grievous 
it  was  to  the  committee,  and 
weakening  to  the  fervice,  they 
were  obliged  to  confent  to  the 
difeharge  of  thofe,  who  had  duly 
ferved  out  the  term  of  their  enlift- 
ment.  A  fimilar  diflurbance  in 
the  New  jerfey  line,  which  was 
Rationed  on  the  fame  fide  of  the 
North  River,  was  accommodated 
in  the  fame  manner  ;  but  in  much, 
lefs  time,  and  with  lefs  trouble. 

It  was  not  a  little  remarkable, 
that  Walking  ton ,  who  was  en¬ 
camped  on  the  New  York  fide  of 
the  nyer,  did  not  make  the  {mail¬ 
ed  movement  on  account  of  thefe 
diforders;  nor  does  it  appear  that 
he  took  any  part  at  all  in  the  tranf- 
aftions  or  meafures  that  enfued. 
It  feemed  either  as  if  he  could 
not  rely  upon  the  temper  of  the 
troops  under  his  own  immediate 
command,  or  as  if  he  confidered 
the  claims  of  the  infurgents  to  be 
well  founded,  and  admitted  their 
wrongs  as  a  j  unification  of  their 
irregularities.  Perhaps,  upon  the 
whole,  he  was  not  forry  that  the 
congrefs,  as  well  as  the  govern¬ 
ments  of  the  feveral  dates,  fhould 
have  been  in  fome  degree  rouaed 
and  enlivened  by  fuch  a  lpur. 

Nothing  could  afford  a  more 
linking  inffance  of  the  genera! 
unfavourable  difpofition  of  the 
Americans,  with  refpeft  to  the 
Britilh  government,  than  the  con- 
duft  of  the  infurgents  upon  this 
occafon  ;  who,  fmarting  under 
their  wrongs,  in  that  heat  of  tem¬ 
per  which  could  alone  produce 
and  fupport  their  violences,  and 
furrounded  by  the  dangers  to 
which  they  had  rendered  them- 
feives  liable,  yet,  not  only  rejected 
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the  fecurity  and  favourable  offers 
held  out  to  them  by  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  but,  as  an  indelible  mark 
of  their  irreconcileable  enmity, 
delivered  up  to  dedrudtion  the  un¬ 
happy  men  who  had  afted  as  his 
agents. 

The  ravages  made  by  Arnold  in 
Virginia,  drew  the  attention  of  the 
Americans,  as  well  as  of  the 
French  at  Rhode  Ifland,  particu¬ 
larly  to  that  quarter.  The  former 
were  now  attacked,  in  their  mod 
fenfible,  as  well  as  mod  vulnerable 
part.  The  havock  made  in  that 
country,  went  direclly  to  the  de- 
ftrudlion  of  the  very  fources  of  the 
war,  and  to  the  annihilation  of 
all  their  hopes  of  independency. 
With  a  numerous  and  warlike  peo¬ 
ple  ;  with  condderable  refources, 
more  perhaps  than  any  province  in 
America,  that  country,  from  its 
peculiar  fituation,  and  from  the 
modes  of  building,  planting,  and 
living,  adopted  by  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  is  more  open  and  expofed 
than  any  other,  and,  unlefs  pro¬ 
tected  by  a  condderable  army,  is  ex¬ 
ceedingly  weak  in  every  point  of 
defence.  In  a  word,  it  mud  in 
its  prefent  date,  lie  at  the  mercy, 
in  all  its  mod  valuable  parts,  of 
whatever  enemy  is  mader  of  the 
bay  of  Chefapeak,  and  confe- 
quently  of  the  rivers. 

This  circumdance  was  fo  well 
underdood,  that  thofe  who  cen- 
fured  the  conduct  of  the  BritiOi 
commanders,  and  the  plan  of  the 
war,  had  frequently  made  it  one 
of  their  principal  grounds  of  at¬ 
tack,  that  they  had  not  more 
early  adopted  operations  cf  a  fimi- 
lar  nature.  They  pretended,  that 
a  powerful  army  was  kept  idle  and 
ulelefs  at  New  York,  vvhild  a 
right  application  of  a  proper  part 


of  that  force  to  the  fouthward, 
would  have  brought  the  war  to 
a  Ipeedy  and  happy  conclufion. 
They  went  fo  far  back  in  their 
ftri&ures,  as  to  the  time  of  Lord 
Cornwallis’s  being  left  to  profe- 
cure  the  war  in  South  Carolina, 
when,  they  fay,  that  he  was  not 
only  left  in  too  weak  a  date  to 
profecute  it  with  effe&  and  deci- 
lion,  but  that  he  was  particularly 
dripped  of  the  bed  and  mod  active 
part  of  the  forces  ;  of  that  part 
which  was  peculiarly  fuited  to*  the 
nature  of>  the  war  and  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  which,  if  not  totally  u  fe¬ 
ted,  could  not  at  all  be  wanted,  in 
that  quiet  and  defen  five  kind  of 
fervice  which  prevailed  at  New 
York.  They  Jikewife  faid,  that 
the  expedition  under  Gen.  Lellie 
Ihould  have  taken  place  much  ear¬ 
lier,  and  that  the  force  Ihould  have 
been  three  times  greater  than  it 
really  was ;  by  which  means,  as 
they  pretend,  Greene  would  not 
only  have  been  prevented  from 
paffmg  to  the  fouthward,  but,  if 
Lord  Cornwallis  had  the  force 
which  he  ought  in  the  Carolinas, 
nothing  could  prevent  his  jun&ion 
with  Lellie  in  the  heart  of  Virgi¬ 
nia,  and  the  redu&ion  of  all  the 
fouthern  colonies,  mud  have  been 
the  immediate  and  inevitable  con¬ 
ference.  They  even  carried  their 
dridlures  to  the  prefent  expedition 
under  Arnold  ;  which,  they  faid, 
Ihould  have  been  committed  to 
Gen.  Phillips,  with  a  force  ade¬ 
quate  to  the  greatnefs  and  import¬ 
ance  of  the  cbjeftj  a  meafure, 
according  to  them,  which  would 
in  a  very  condderable  degree  have 
compensated  for  fome  ci  the  form¬ 
er  errors  and  neglcdts. 

*1  o  tin’s  it  has  been  anfvvered, 
that  the  commander  in  chief  could 
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not  have  known,  when  he  returned 
with  partof  the  army  from  Charles- 
Town,  that  the  campaign  would 
have  been  inadlive  on  the  fide  of 
New  York  ;  and  that  the  meafures 
which  he  immediately  purfued  on 
his  arrival,  fufficiently  indicated 
an  intention  of  rendering  it  other- 
wife.  The  arrival  of  the  French 
at  Rhode  Iiland,  the  expeftation 
of  the  great  force  under  Guichen, 
and  the  plan  laid  between  them 
and  the  Americans,  of  putting  an 
end  to  the  war,  by  a  deciflve  blow 
upon  himfelf  at  New  York,  could 
not  but  greatly  have  affetted  all 
his  meafures,  and  neceffarily  re¬ 
trained  his  operations.  The  nu¬ 
merous  and  exteniive  pods  of  New 
York  and  its  dependent  iflands, 
required  nothing  lefs  than  an  army 
for  the  mere  purpofe  of  defence. 

Time  and  events  have  fhewn, 
that  thefe  divided  operations,  which 
were  longcalled  for  byfeveral  mi-/ 
litary  critics,  when  at  length  they 
were  adopted,  were  far  from  mak¬ 
ing  good  the  plaufible  arguments 
on  which  they  were  undertaken. 

The  diflreffes  and  danger  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  obliged  Wafhington,  not- 
withftanding  his  weaknefs,  to  de¬ 
tach  2000  of  his  bell  troops,  under 
the  command  of  the  Marquis  de 
la  Fayette,  to  the  relief  of  that, 
his  native,  country.  The  French 
at  Rhode  Iiland  thought  an  op¬ 
portunity  now  offered  of  atoning 
for  their  pad  inactivity,  by  a  mod 
effential  fervice  to  their  allies,  in 
cutting  off  the  retreat  of  Arnold 
and  his  party  from  the  Chefapeak  ; 
an  event,  in  which  the  taking  him 
prifoner  would  not,  perhaps,  have 
been  the  lead  piealing  part  of  the 
fervice.  Befides  fome  late  increafe 
to  their  naval  force,  they  were  the 
farther  encouraged  to  this  enter- 


prize,  by  the  misfortune  which  the 
Britifh  fquadron  had  newly  fuf- 
tained,  in  a  dreadful  temped.  In 
this  calamity,  the  Culloden,  a  fine 
new  fhip  of  74  guns,  was  totally 
lod ;  the  Bedford,  of  the  fame 
force,  was  difmaded  and  much  da¬ 
maged  ;  and  the  America  had  been 
feparated,  and  driven  fo  far  to  fea, 
that  her  fituatioh,  and  even  ex- 
idence,  were  for  fome  time  matters 
of  uncertainty. 

But  previous  to  the  intended 
expedition-  in  which  2000  land 
forces  were  to  bear  a  part,  the 
French  difpatched  a  fhip  of  the 
line,  with  fome  frigates,  to  the 
Chefapeak,  with  a  view  as  well  of 
furprizing  the  final!  marine  force 
in  that  bay,  as  of  difcovering  the 
exa£l  date  of  affairs  in  Virginia. 
This  fmail  fquadron,  befides  great¬ 
ly  alarming  Arnold,  who  was  re¬ 
turned  from  an  expedition  up  the 
river  James  to  his  principal  pod 
at  Portfmouth,  had  the  fortune  to 
fall  in  with  and  take  the  Romulus 
man  of  war  of  44  guns,  which 
was  totally  unfufpicious  of  dan. 
ger. 

The  Bedford’s  mads  being  fpeed- 
ily  replaced  by  thofe  of  the  Cullo¬ 
den,  which  had  been  fortunately 
faved  from  the  wreck,  the  Britifh 
fleet,  under  the  Admirals  Arbuth- 
not'and  Graves,  was  much  fooner 
in  a  condition  to  oppofe  the  defigns 
of  the  enemy,  than  they  had  by 
any  means  apprehended.  Count 
Rocbambeau,  having  embarked 
with'  the  land  forces,  the  French 
fleet,  under  M.  de  Ternay,  failed 
from  Pvhode  Ifland  on  the  8th  of 
March,  and  were  intercepted  off 
Cape  Henry  on  the  16th,  by  the 
Englifh,  who  had  departed  two 
days  later  from  Gardner’s  Bay. 
The  oppofite  fleets  were  well  poif* 
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cd  in  point  of  ftrength  ;  the  fu- 
periority  of  a  few  guns  on  the 
fide  of  the  Engliftl,  being  more 
than  counterbalanced  by  the  much 
greater  number  of  men  on  the  other. 
The  line  was  compofed  of  eight 
fhips  on  each  fide,  including  the 
Romulus  of  40  guns  in  the  one, 
and  the  Adamant  of  fifty  in  the 
other. 

A  partial  engagement  took  place, 
in  which  nearly  the  whole  weight 
of  the  a£Uon  fell  upon  the  Robuft, 
Europe,  and  the  Prudent.  The 
coming  up  of  the  fhips  in  the  cen¬ 
ter,  at  length  relieved  the  van, 
who  had  been  expofed  to  the  whole 
of  the  enemy’s  fire.  The  French 
line  being  then  focn  broken,  they 
gave  way,  and  began  to  form  a 
new  one  at  fome  diftance.  The 
admiral  endeavoured  to  purfue  his 
advantage,  by  preffing  upon  the 
enemy,  and  renewing  the  a&iori  ; 
but  the  three  fhips  which  were 
firft  engaged  had  fuffered  fb  much 
in  their  rigging,  that  two  of  them 
were  become  fo  abfolutely  unma¬ 
nageable,  as  to  be  taken  in  tow, 
and  even  the  third  was  too  much 
difabled,  in  any  degree  to  fuftain  a 
purfuit.  Thefe  circumftances  pre¬ 
vented  the  admiral  from  being  able 
to  render  the  adfion  decifive.  The 
enemy,  without  an  ablolute  flight, 
had  by  their  manoeuvres  gained 
a  diftance  of  three  or  four  leagues 
in  the  forming  of  their  line  ;  and 
as  they  were  determined  not  to 
come  to  clofe  aflion,  it  was  now 
out  of  his  power  to  force  them 
to  it. 

He,  however,  obtained,  in  part, 
the  eflential  benefits  and  the  de- 
monftrations  of  viflory.  He  cut 
the  enemy  off  from  the  Chefapeak, 
who  were  accordingly  obliged  to 
return  without  landing  their  troops. 
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and  without  efFe&ing  any  one  of 
the  purpofes  of  the  expedition  ; 
and  they  were  reduced  to  fubmit 
to  the  hard  neceflity  and  very- 
grievous  mortification  of  feeing  the 
whole  plan  of  the  Virginia  cam¬ 
paign  difconcerted,  and  all  the 
fanguine  inopes  and  wifhes  of  their 
allies  fruftrated. 

Such  was  Arnold’s  efcape  from*, 
probably,  the  molt  imminent  dan- 
o-er  in  which  he  had  ever  been  in- 

O 

volved.  The  lofs  of  men  was  but 
triflinG  on  the  Britifh  fide,  and 
was  almoft  entirely  confined  to  tfee 
three  fhips  which  were  firft  engag¬ 
ed  ;  thirty  only  were  {Lain,  and 
about  feventy  wounded.  This* 
lik6  every  other  naval  aftion  in 
the  war,  underwent  much  crid- 
cifm.  It  appears  that  the  weather 
was  very  fquaily  and  unfavoura¬ 
ble  ;  and,  befides  other,  perhaps* 
more  cogent  reafons,  it  has  or 
may  be  advanced,  in  favour  of  the 
admiral,  that  there  are  few  cir¬ 
cumftances,  in  which  it  is  not  ex¬ 
ceedingly  difficult  to  force  an  ene¬ 
my  to  clofe  and  decifive  addon  at 
fea,  who  is  abfolutely  determined 
to  ufe  all  poffible  means  for  evad¬ 
ing  that  refult ;  and  that  all  vigo¬ 
rous  attempts  for  the  purpofe,  muft 
be  liable  to  the  rifque  of  engaging 
under  fome  difadvantage. 

The  fleet  were  detained,  by  the 
badnefs  of  the  weather,  for  lome 
time  in  the  Chefapeak;  which 
necefiarily  delayed  their  purfuit  of 
the  enemy  During  March 
that  interval,  a  con¬ 
voy  arrived  from  New  York,  with 
Major-Gen.  Phillips,  and  about 
2000  choice  troops  on  board.  The 
long  durance  which  that  diftin- 
guifhed  officer,  vvith  his  fellows  of 
the  convention  army,  had  under¬ 
gone,  having  been  happily  termi¬ 
nated. 
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nated,  by  a  new  cartel,  which  had 
been  home  months  before  con¬ 
cluded,  he  was  now  appointed  to 
take  the  chief  command  in  Vir¬ 
ginia. 

The  departure  of  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis  to  Wilmington,  having  left 
South  Carolina  open,  Gen.  Greene 
did  not  negled  the  opportunity  of 
directing  his  views  to  that  pro¬ 
vince.  An  experiment  upon  an 
untried  enemy,  was  fat  is  factory  in 
the  defign,  and  afforded  room  for 
hope  in  the  execution  ;  at  the 
word,  he  could  not  reafonably 
apprehend  falling  into  rougher 
hands,  than  thole  which  he  had 
fo  recently  encountered*  But  it 
was  alfo,  in  reality,  that  vulne¬ 
rable  part,  to  which  a  judicious 
commander  m u it  necefiarily  have 
directed  his  operations.  He  had, 
however,  ilili,  a  vigilant  enemy 
to  encounter,  from  whom  no  ad¬ 
vantage  could  be  cheaply  pur- 
chafed. 

The  communications  were  fo 
entirely  cut  off,  that  Lord  Raw- 
don  had  no  manner  of  knowledge 
of  the  movements  of  the  Britifh 
army  after  the  battle  of  Guild¬ 
ford  ;  much  lefs  could  he  have  the 
inoil  diflant  idea,  of  the  hard  ne- 
cefiity  which  compelled  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis  ;to  fly  from  the  arms  of  vic¬ 
tory,  abandon  the  line  of  opera¬ 
tion,  and  by  a  moll  difficult  march 
of  200  miles,  retire  out  of  the 
way  to  Wilmington.  He  could 
not  therefore  but  be  afioniffied 
at  receiving  intelligence,  that 
Greene,  whom  he  looked  upon  as 
ruined,  or  at  lead  as  having  fled 
to  Virginia,  was  in  full  march  to 
South  Carolina,  with  a  view  of 
attacking  him  at  Camderp  He 
was  jikewife  informed,  about  the 
fame  time,  that  Col.  Lee  had 


croffed  the  Pedee,  and  joined  fvfa* 
rion  on  the  Black  Creek,  or  river* 
with  an  apparent  view  of  enter¬ 
ing  the  province  on  the  eaftern 
border.  Lord  Rawdon  judicioufly 
conceived,  that  this  movement  was 
only  a  feint,  fubfervient  to  the  prin¬ 
cipal  defign  ;  intending  thereby, 
to  induce  him  to  a  diviiion  of  his 
fmall  force,  and  to  draw  him  away 
from  Camden,  whilfl  Greene  fhculd 
in  the  mean  time,  by  forced  march¬ 
es  through  a  deferred  country,  from 
whence  no  intelligence  of  his  ap¬ 
proach  could  be  received,  furprize 
that  weakened  poll  in  his  ahfence. 
From  this  right  conception  of  the 
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defign,  the  meafure  produced  a  di- 
reftiy  contrary  effect  to  that  which 
was  intended  ;  for  inflead  of  Lord 
Rawdon’s  going  himfelf  or  de¬ 
taching,  to  refill  the  diverfion  oa 
that  fide,  it  occafioned  his  Immc* 
diately  recalling  Lieut.  Col.  Wat- 
fon,  who  had  been  long  employed 
with  a  confiderable  detachment,  for 
the  prote&ion  of  the  eaflern  fron¬ 
tier. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  doubtful 
reports  which  had  before  reached 
him  were,  now  confirmed,  and 
he  received  clear  information  of 
Greene’s  approach  ;  and  though, 
he  was  totally  ignorant  of  his 
force,  yet  being  equally  in  the 
dark  with  refpect  to  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis’s  fituation,  and  having  no 
particular  inflru&ions  for  his  gui¬ 
dance,  he  thought  it  his  duty,  at 
all  events,  to  maintain  his  pofh 
In  ihefe  circumflances  it  was 
highly  vexatious,  that  although 
fome  of  the  militia  fhewed  great 
zeal  and  fidelity,  in  coming  from 

confiderable  diflances  to  offer -their 

* 

fervices,  yet  the  fcanty  ffate  of 
provifions  prevented  him  from  be¬ 
ing  able  to  benefit  of  their  affift- 
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nnce,  excepting  only  thofe,  vvhofe 
particular  fituation  expofed  them 
to  fuffer  from  the  enemy,  and 
who  were,  on  that  account,  re¬ 
ceived  within  the  poll. 

A  ,  At  length,  Gen. 

Apru  1911.  Qreene  appeared  in 

full  view.  The  paucity  of  troops, 
and  the  extenfivenefs  of  the  pofts 
which  they  had  to  defend,  were 
fuflicient  motives  with  the  Britifh 
commander,  for  not  rifquing  the 
lofs  of  men,  by  any  attempt  to 
harrafs  the  enemy  in  their  ap¬ 
proach.  The  fame  caufes  had  ob¬ 
liged  him  to  abandon  the  ferry  on 
the  Wateree,  although  the  South 
Carolina  regiment  was  on  its  way 
to  join  him  from  Ninety-Six,  and 
that  was  its  direCt  courfe.  He  had 
however  taken  his  meafures  lo 
well,  as  to  fecure  the  paffage  of 
that  regiment,  upon  its  arrival, 
three  days  after.  In  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  he  received  a  letter 
from  Colonel  Balfour  at  Ch^rles- 
Town,  acquainting  him  of  Lord 
Cornwallis’s  fituation;  and  like- 
wife  fignifying  to  him,  that  the 
commander  in  chief,  being  fully 
fenfible  of  the  danger  to  which  he 
would  be  expofed  in  his  prefent 
pofition,  wifhed  that  he  might 
abandon  Camden,  and  retire  for 
fecurity,  within  the  cover  of  the 
great  River  Santee.  The  neceffity 
of  the  meafure  was,  upon  this  in¬ 
formation,  fufficiently  obvious; 
but  the  accomplifhment  of  it,  was 
not  now.  within  his  power. 

The  efforts  made  by  the  enemy 
„to  examine  the  Britifh  works,  and 
particularly  an  attempt  to  dellroy 
rheir  mill,  neceifarily  brought  on 
fome  fkirjmifhes*  By  the  priloners 
taken  in  thefe  excursions.  Lord 
Rawdon  had  the  fatisfa&ion  to 
learn,  that  Gen,i  Greene’s  army 
Vet.  XXIV. 


was  not  by  any  means  fo  numerous 
as  he  had  apprehended  ;  but  that 
confiderable  reinforcements  were 
daily  expected.  To  balance  this, 
he  received  the  unfavourable  in¬ 
telligence,  that  Marion  had  taken 
luch  a  pofition,  as  rendered  it  im¬ 
practicable  for  Col.Watfon  to  join 
him,  whofe  arrival  he  had  till  then 
impatiently  expeCted. 

In  this  Hate  of  things,  it  feemed, 
that  fome  immediate  and  decifive 
effort  was  become  little  lefs  than 
abfolutely  neceflary,  in  order  to 
evade  much  greater,  and  not  far 
diflant,  evil  and  danger.  Greene 
himfelf  had  the  fortune  to  make 
an  opening  for  the  operation  of 
this  neceffity,  in  a  manner  which 
was,  in  appearance,  far  from  be¬ 
ing  confident  with  his  ufual  con- 
duCh  With  a  view  of  a  general 
affault  upon  the  Britifh  polls,  he 
had  fent  off  his  artillery  and  bag¬ 
gage,  a  day’s  march  in  the  rear  of 
the  army;  but  foon  after  he  aban¬ 
doned  that  refoluticn,  and  de¬ 
tached  ail  his  militia  to  bring 
back  the  artillery.  Such  irrefo- 
lution,  or  indecifion  of  mind,  can 
never  be  difplayed  under  the  eye 
of  a  vigilant  enemy,  without  great, 
if  net  certain  danger. 

Lord  Rawdon’s  intelligence  Was 
tardy;  but  he  in  flan  tly  perceived 
the  importance  of  the  occafion, 
and  determined  as  indantly,  if 
pcfiible,  to  ftize  it.  By  arming 
the  muficians,  drummers,  and 
every  being  in  the  army  that  was 
able  to  carry  a  firelock,  he  mul- 
tcred  above  nine  hundred  for  the 
held,  including  hxty  dragoons. 
With  this  force,  and  A  ril-,;th. 
two  fix  pounders,  he  r  J 
boldly  marched  to  attack  the  af- 
failing  enemy  in  their  camp,  in 
open  daylight,  at  10  o’clock  in 
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the  morning;  committing  the  re¬ 
doubts,  and  every  thing  at  Cam¬ 
den,  to  the  cuftody  of  the  militia, 
and  of  a  few  fick  foldiers.  The 
enemy  were  polled  about  two  miles 
in  front  of  the  Britifti  lines,  upon 
a  very  ftrong  and  difficult  ridge,, 
called  Hobkirk’s  Hill.  By  filing 
clofe  to  the  fwamps  on  their  right, 
the  Britifh  column  got  into-  the 
woods  unperceived;  and  by  taking 
an  ex  ten  live  circuit,  came  down 
on  the  enemy’s  left  dank ;  thus 
depriving  them  of  the  principal 
advantage  of  their  lit  nation-.  They 
were  fo  fortunate,  and  the.  enemy 
fo  fhamefully  remil's  and  inatten¬ 
tive,  that  they  were  not  in  all 
this  courfe  difccvered,  until  the 
Bank  companies  of  the  volunteers 
of  Ireland,  which  led  the  column, 
fuddenly  poured  in  upon  their 
pickets.  Thefe,  though  fupport- 
ed,  were  almoil  inftantly  driven 
in,  and  purfued  to  their  camp. 

Although,  the  enemy  were  in 
much  viiible  confufxon,  yet  they 
formed  with  expedition,  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  Britilh.  column  bravely. 
As  if  it  had  been  in  fome  meafure 
to  countervail  the  difadvantages 
incident  to  their  furprize,  they 
were  cheered,  early  in  the  aflion, 
by  the  arrival  of  three  fix  pound¬ 
ers;  a  circum fiance,  which  fhowers 
of  grape-lhot  foon  announced  to 
the  Britilh  troops.  The  attack 
on  that  fide  was  led  with  great 
fpirit  by  Lieut.  Col.  Campbell, 
at  the  head  of  the  63d,  and  of 
the  king’s  A.merican  regiment  y 
but  the  extent  of  the  enemy’s 
line,  foon  obliged  the  commander 
in  chief  to  puih  forward  the  vo¬ 
lunteers  of  Ireland  from  the  re¬ 
fer  ve.  Thefe  three  corps  pudied 
the  enemy  with  fuch  refolution, 
that  they  drove  them  to  the  f ununit 


of  the  hill ;  and  having  made 
room  for  the  reft  of  the  troops  to 
come  into  a&ion,  their  rout  was 
then  quickly  decided.  They  pur¬ 
fued  them  about  three  miles ;  but 
the  enemy’s  eavalry  being  fuperior 
to  the  Britilh,  their  dragoons 
could  not  rifque  much;  and  Lord 
Rawdon,  duly  confidering  his  in¬ 
feriority  in  number,  would  not 
fuller  the  infantry  to  break  their 
order,  for  any  benefit  that  might 
be  expefted  from  the  purfuit  of 
the  fugitives. 

During  the  purfuit,  a  part  of 
the  enemy’s  cavalry  under  Col. 
Wafhington,  whether  by  defign, 
or  through  ignorance  of  the  ftate  of 
the  a&ion,  came  round  to  the 
rear,  and  exacted  paroles  from  fe- 
veral  of  the  Britilh  officers  who 
lay  wounded  on  the  field  5  they 
likewife  carried  off  feveral  wound¬ 
ed  men.  The  enemy’s  killed  and 
wounded. were  fcattered  ov£r  fuch 
an  extent  of  ground,  that  their 
lofs  could  not  be  afcertained; 
Lord  Rawdon  thinks  the  eftimate 
would  be  low  if  it  were  rated  at 
five  hundred ;  Greene’s  account 
makes  it  too  low  to  be  credited. 
A.bove  an  hundred  prifoners  were 
taken  ;  befides  that  a  number  of 
their  men,  finding  their  retreat 
cut  off,  went  into  Camden,  and 
claimed  proteflion,  under  the  pre¬ 
tence  of  being  deferters.  The 
enemy’s  cannon  efcaped  by  great 
fortune.  Being  run  down  a  fteep 
hill,  among  fome  thick  brufh. 
wood,  they  were  eafily  paffed 
without  notice,  in  the  warmth  of 
the  purfuit,  by  the  Britifh  troops  5 
and  before  their  return,  they  were 
carried  clean  off  by  Wafhington/s 
cavalry. 

This  defeat  was  attributed  by; 
Gen,  Greene  to  the  mifcondutt  of 
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v  part  of  the  Maryland  regiment. 
This  may  be  true.  But  it  is  plain 
that  his  army  was  furprized.  The 
American  difcipline,  after  fo 
much  experience,  is  far  from  per¬ 
fect.  There  have  been  but  few 
indeed  of  their  commanders,  who 
have  not  frnarted  feverely  under 
that  negligence  which  laid  them 
open  to  furprizes.  It  mull,  how¬ 
ever,  be  acknowledged,  that  the 
facility  with  which  Greene  rallied 
and  formed  his  troops  under  the 
circumftances  of  their  furprize, 
and  the  vigorous  efforts  which  he 
made  to  retrieve  the  difaller,  dif¬ 
fidently  (hewed  him  to  be  a  brave 
and  able  officer  in  a&ion. 

The  lofs  on  the  Britifh  fide, 
however  moderate  in  other  re- 
fpetts,  was  much  greater  than 
they  could  afford,  and  exceeded 
one  fourth  of  their  whole  number. 

It  amounted  in  killed,  wounded, 
and  miffing,  to  258.  Of  thefe, 
only  38  were  flain ;  but  the 
wounded  were  equally  a  detrac¬ 
tion  from  immediate  llrength  $ 
and  in  the  prefenc  circumllances  a 
very  heavy  incumbrance.  Only 
one  officer  fell;  but  twelve  were 
wounded,  and  moil  of  them  were 
difeharged  upon  parole.  The 
fpirit  and  judgment  (hewn  by  the 
young  commander  of  the  Britifh 
forces,  deferves  great  commenda¬ 
tion.  He  was  moil  gallantly  fe- 
conded  by  his  officers  and  troops. 

Moil  of  thele  ad  ions  would  in 
other  wars  be  confidered  but  as 
ikirmiflies  of  little  account,  and 
fcarcely  worthy  of  a  detailed  nar¬ 
rative.  But  thefe  frnall  actions 
are  as  capable  as  any  of  difplaying 
military  conduct.  The  operations 
of  war  being  fpread  over  that  vail 
continent,  by  the  new  plan  that 
was  adopted,  it  is  by  luch  (kir- 
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mifhes  that  the  fate  of  America 
mult  be  neceffiarily  decided.  They 
are  therefore  as  important  as  bat¬ 
tles  in  which  an  hundred  thoufand 
men  are  drawn  up  on  each  fide. 

Greene  retired  behind  the  far¬ 
ther  branch  of  a  creek  about  four¬ 
teen  miles  from  Camden,  where 
he  took  poll  in  order  to  colled  his 
fcattered  forces.  Whatever  credit 
was  obtained  by  the  Britifh  forces 
in  this  adion,  like  moft  of  the 
other  vidories  obtained  in  Caro¬ 
lina,  it  produced  no  efted  corre- 
fpondent  to  its  brilliancy.  It  pro¬ 
duced  rather  the  contrary.  The 
firfl  fruit  of  Lord  Rawdon’s  vic¬ 
tory  over  the  enemy  in  his  front, 
was  the  general  revolt  of  the 
whole  interior  country  at  his 
back;  fo  that  the  difficulties  of 
his  fituation,  in  Head  of  being  re¬ 
moved  or  leffiened  by  fucc  e  fs,  were 
increafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  as 
feemed  to  render  them  infur- 
mountable,  He  was  fenfible  of 
the  neceffity  of  his  retiring  within, 
the  Santee;  but  Lee  and  Marion, 
were  by  this  time  full  in  his  wav; 
and  whilil  they  would  have  re¬ 
tarded  his  march  in  front,  his 
rear  would  have  been  expefed  to 
Greene’s  purfuit ;  fo  that  the 
meafure  for  the  prefen t,  however 
h'ghly  neceff.iry,  appeared  im¬ 
practicable;  at  leal!,  without  dif¬ 
fering  the  lofs  and  dUgrace,  of 
abandoning  his  (lores  at  Camden, 
as  well  as  his  wounded.  On  the 
other  hand,  Greene  was  now  too 
diflan t  for  a  hidden  attack  ;  nor 
could  he  at  all  be  come  at,  but  by 
a  circuitous  march  to  turn  the  head 
of  the  creek  by  which  he  was  co¬ 
vered,  and  that  would  carry  the 
troops  fo  far  out  of  the  way,  as  to 
leave  Camden  open  to  his  attack, 
without  the  poffibilityof  their  pre¬ 
fix]  2  Tendon. 
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vention.  We  have  already  feen, 
that  Lord  Rawdon’s  force  was  far 
too  weak,  to  afford  fuch  a  detach¬ 
ment  as  woald  be  equal  to  the  at¬ 
tack  on  Greene,  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  retain  fuch  a  ftrength  be¬ 
hind,  as  would  be  fufficient  for 
the  defence  of  Camden.  In  this 
Hate  of  difficulty,  environed  on 
all  fides  by  enemies,  he  favv  that 
he  would  be  able  to  make  his  poll 
good,  again  if  any  force  that  could 
yet  be  brought  to  attack  it ;  and 
he  judged  it  to  be  far  more  pru¬ 
dent  and  fafe  to  wait  with  pa¬ 
tience  for  a  reinforcement,  than 
to  riique  the  conSequence  of  ano¬ 
ther  line  of  conduct. 


,  At  length,  he  was 
M“>'  7th-  joined  hy  Col.  Wat- 
fon,  after  a  long,  circuitous,  ex¬ 
ceedingly  difficult,  and  no  lels 
dangerous  march  ;  in  the  courfe 
of  which  he  had  been  obliged  to 


pafs  the  Santee  twice ;  .  the  iirfl 
time  going  down  almoit  to  its 
mouth  for  that  purpose,  and  then 
jiiarehing  up  again  nearly  to  the 
confluence  or  the  Congarees  with 
that  river,  in  order  to  repais  it. 
All  things  considered,  this  march 
has  been  exceeded  by  few  opera¬ 
tions  of  that  nature.  The  de¬ 
tachment  was  much  reduced  in 
point  of  number,  and  a  fmall  pod 
called  Fort  Watfon,  fituated  at 
Wright’s  Bluff,  where  they  de¬ 
posited  their  baggage,  had  been 
taken  by  the  enemy. 

On  the  day  of  the  arrival  of 
this  reinforcement,  intelligence 
was  received,  that  the  enemy  in 


the  rear  had  invefted,  and  opened 
batteries  again!!  the  poll,  at  Mot¬ 
to’s  houfe  ;  which  was  fituated 


near  the  junction  of  the  Congaree 
with  the  Santee.  The  relief  of 
this  poifr,  a$  well  as  the  caufes 


which  before  operated,  all  con~ 
curred  in  determining  Lord  Raw- 
don  to  make  a  retreat  to  Nelfon’s 
Ferry  upon  the  Santee,  which  was 
hxty  miles  from  Camden,  and  not 
a  great  deal  lower  than  the  poll  at 
Motte’s  houfe;  a  meafure  which, 
befides  the  relief  of  the  place, 
and  the  cover  of  that  great  river, 
would  throw  the  flat  and  open 
country,  which  fpreads  between 
it,  the  Combahee,  and  the  fea- 
coaft,  cf  courfe  including  Charles 
Town,  entirely  into  his  hands. 
But  before  he  put  this  defign  in 
execution,  he  wifhed  to  draw  fome 
prefent  advantage  from  the  addi¬ 
tional  ftrength  which  he  now  pof- 
fefted ;  and  which  would  be  a 
means  of  facilitating  his  intended 
movements,  by  the  fecurity  which 
it  would  afford  to  his  rear. 

On  his  fide,  Gen.  Greene  was 
not  idle,  nor  inattentive  to  the 
game  he  was  to  play ;  he  had 
quitted  his  former  ground,  and 
eroding  the  Wateree,  took  a  new 
pofition  at  the  back  of  Twenty- 
five -mile  Creek.  On  the  very- 
night  of  the  day,  upon  which 
Watfon’s  detachment  had  joined 
Lord  Rawdon,  that  aftive  com¬ 
mander  crofted  the  Wateree  at 
Camden  Ferry,  with  a  view  of 
turning  Greene?s  flank,  and  at¬ 
tacking  the  rear  of  his  army ; 
that  being  the  moft,  or  only  vul¬ 
nerable  part,  the  ground  in  his 
front  being  particularly  very  ftrong. 
It  does  no  fmall  honour  to  Greene’s 
penetration,  that  as  foon  as  he  re¬ 
ceived  intelligence  of  the  rein¬ 
forcement,  (which  was  in  a  very 
fhort  time  after  its  arrival)  he  im¬ 
mediately  forefaw-,  and  confidered 
as  inevitable  the  confequence  ;  and 
in  this  opinion,  without  waiting 
for  farther  information,  fuddenlj 
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abandoned  his  poll.  Tome  hours  be¬ 
fore  the  Britifli  troops  had  palled 
Camden  Ferry,  and  continued  his 
retreat  with  the  utmoft  expedition. 

Lord  Rawdon  received  this  in¬ 
telligence  by  the  way,  but  he  not- 
withftanding  purfued  him  with  the 
utmoft  eagernefs  and  rapidity  ;  and 
at  length  found  him  ftrongly  polled 
at  the  back  of  a  water  called  Saw¬ 
ney’s  Creek.  Upon  the  ftridleft 
examination  of  his  fituation  in  that 
poll,  he,  to  his  great  difappoint- 
ment  and  vexation,  found  it  in 
every  point  fo  llrong,  that  if  fuc- 
cefs  could  be  purchafed,  it  mull 
be  at  fuch  an  expence,  as  would 
cripple  his  force  with  refpedl  to 
all  future  enterprize  ;  whilll  the 
means  of  retreat  were  fo  fully  pof- 
felfed  by  the  enemy,  that  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  vidlory,  could  not  in 
any  degree  compenfate  for  the  lofs 
with  which  it  mull  be  attended. 
The  creek  runs  far  into  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  if  he  attempted  to  get 
round  it,  the  enemy,  by  quitting 
his  llation,  could  Hill  evade  ail  his 
attempts;  and  thus  much  time 
(which  at  that  juncture  was  to 
him  of  the  utmoil  importance) 
would  have  been  unprofitably 
waited.  Under  thefe  confidera- 
tions.  Lord  Rawdon  returned  to 
Camden;  after  having  in  vain  en¬ 
deavoured  to  draw  the  enemy  into 
aciion  by  an  affedlation  of  con¬ 
cealing  his  retreat. 

On  the  following  day,  he 
published  to  the  troops  and  to 
the  militia,  the  defgn  of  aban¬ 
doning  Camden  ;  offering  to  fuch 
of  the  latter  as  chofe  to  accom¬ 
pany  the  army,  all  poffibie  al- 
lifrancc.  The  night  was  fpent  in 
ceflroying  the  works,  and  in  lend¬ 
ing  off,  under  a  llrong  efcort,  the 
baggage.  The  remainder  of  the 


troops  continued  at  Camden,  un¬ 
till  the  following  day  was  pretty  far 
advanced,  in  order  to  cover  the 
inarch.  The  moll  valuable  part 
of  the  ftores  were  brought  off, 
and  the  rell  dellroyed.  The  mill, 
prifon,  and  lome  other  buildings, 
were  burnt;  and  Greene  fays  the 
town  was  little  better  than  a  heap 
of  ruins.  The  fick  and  wounded, 
who  were  in  too  bad  a  Hate,  to 
bear  a  removal,  were  of  necellity 
left  behind;  and  the  American 
prifoners  were  left  to  accompany 
them  as  an  exchange.  The  army 
brought  off,  not  only  the  militia, 
who  had  been  attached  to  them  at 
Camden  ;  but  the  well  affedted, 
who  were  afraid  to  fall  into  the 
power  of  the  enemy,  whether  in 
that  neigbourhood  or  on  the  way, 
were  likewife,  with  their  families, 
negroes,  and  moveable  effects, 
taken  equally  under  protection. 
Thus  incumbered,  the  only  at¬ 
tempt  made  by  the  enemy,  was ' 
with  fome  parties  of  mounted  mi¬ 
litia  to  harrafs  the  rear;  but  one 
of  thefe  being  circumvented  into 
an  ambufcade,  their  challizement 
prevented  all  farther  disturbance 
on  the  march. 

On  the  night  of  the  13th  the 
army  began  to  pafs  the  river  at 
Nelfon’s  Ferry,  and  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  evening,  every  thing  was 
fafely  landed  "on  the  other  fide. 
The  firlt  intelligence  Lord  Raw¬ 
don  received  on  paffing  the  San¬ 
tee,  was  the  unwelcome  news, 
that  the  poll  at  Motte’s  houfe, 
after  a  gallant  defence,  had  al¬ 
ready  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  This  was  a  heavy  broke, 
as  that  place  had  been  made  a  de- 
pofit  for  all  the  provifions  that 
were  intended  for  the  fupply  ot 
Camden.  Things  were,  however, 
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worfe,  than  be  yet  knew,  for  the 
Urong  pod  at  Orangeburgh  was 
already  taken,  and  Fort  Granby 
not  long;  after.  Thus  the  Britifh 
force  in  the  province  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  weakened,  by  the  number 
of  brave  officers  and  foldiers  who 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
through  this  fudden  and  unex¬ 
pected  attack  upon  their  detached 
pods  in  every  part  of  the  country. 

Lord  Rawdon  was  met  at  Nel- 
fon’s  by  Col.  Balfour,  the  com¬ 
mandant  of  Charles-Town;  who 
came  thither  to  reprefent  to  him, 
and  to  confuit  upon,  the  date  and 
circunidances  of  that  city,  as  well 
as  of  the  province  in  general.  He 
dated,  that  the  revolt  was  uni¬ 
versal  ;  that  from  the  little  room 
there,  had  been  to  apprehend  fo 
ferious  and  alarming  a  turn  of  af¬ 
fairs,  the  old  works  of  Charles- 
Town  had  been  in  part  levelled, 
to  make  way  for  new  ones  which 
were  not  yet  condruded;  that  he 
had  full  convidion  of  the  difaf- 
fedion,  in  general,  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  ;  and  that,  under  thefe 
circumdances,  his  garrifon  was 
inadequate  to  its  defence,  againft 
any  force  of  confequence  that 
might  attempt  that  city. 

The  conclufions  drawn  from  a 
full  condderation  of  this  untoward 
date  of  affairs  were,  that  if  any 
misfortune  happened  to  the  corps 
under  Lord  Rawdon,  the  probable 
confequence  would  be,  the  total 
lofs  of  the  province,  including  the 
capital  ;  but  that,  although  the 
highed  degree  of  prudence  and 
caution  were  upon  that  account 
indifpemably  necedary,  yet,  as  he 
was  jud  joined  by  Major  IVT Ar¬ 
thur,  with  about  300  foot  and 
eighty  dragoons,  he  conceived  he 
might,  without  hazarding  too 


much,  endeavour  to  check  the 
operations  of  the  enemy  on  the 
Congaree. 

A  fingular  indance  now  oc¬ 
curred,  of  the  general,  if  not 
universal  difaffedlion  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  For  five  days  after  Lord 
Rawdon  had  paffed  the  Santee, 
not  a  fingle  perfon  of  any  fort 
whatever,  whether  with  intelli¬ 
gence,  or  upon  any  other  account, 
came  near  the  army,  although  he 
had  advanced  diredly  from  NeU 
fon’s  Ferry,  that  night  and  the 
following  day’s  march  into  the 
country,  to  a  certain  point,  where 
the  roads  from  Nelfon’s  and 
M*Cords  Ferry  meet.  Nor  could 
the  emifTaries  and  fpies  which  he 
detached  on  all  hands  procure  him 
any  true  intelligence,  as  to  the 
fituation  of  the  enemy,  or  the 
date  of  the  country.  A  number, 
however,  of  reports,  which  were 
contradictory  in  other  refpeds, 
feemed  to  concur  in  one  point. 


which  was,  that  Greene  had  paf- 
fed  the  Congaree  River,  and  was 
preffing  down  the  Orangeburgh 
road  with  a  drong  force.  This 
intelligence  was  of  too  great  mo¬ 
ment  to  be  flighted;  and  not  only 
obliged  the  Britifh  commander  to 
relinquish  his  defign  of  advancing 
to  the  Congaree,  but  laid  him  un¬ 
der  a  necedity  of  falling  back  to 
the  Entaws,  and  afterwards  of 
moving  to  Monk’s  Corner,  for 
the  protection  of  Charles-Town, 
and  of  the  rich  intervening  cottn- 

trv. ' 

✓ 

As  the  dereliction  of  the  Upper 
Country,  left  the  pod  at  Ninety- 
Six  entirely  expofed  to  the  enemy. 
Lord  Rawdon  was  under  great 
anxiety  for  the  fafety  of  that  gar¬ 
rifon.  The  objects  now  at  itake 
were,  however,  too  great  to  be 

ha- 
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hazarded,  for  the  purpofe  of  pro¬ 
tecting  that  place,  or  even  of  ex¬ 
tricating  the  troops;  but  if  no 
fuch  rellraint  had  been  laid  upon 
his  adlivity,  it  till  would  have 
been  a  queftion  of  great  doubt, 
whether,  in  the  prefent  Hate  of 
things,  the  defign  would  have 
been  practicable.  For  befides  the 
growing  force  of  the  enemy,  and 
their  poffeffion  of  the  polls  on  all 
hands,  there  were  no  magazines, 
no  depofits  of  provifions  of  any 
kind,  for  the  fupport  of  the  army 
on  the  way ;  and  to  trull  to  the 
uncertain  gleanings  of  a  walled 
and  hollile  country  on  a  march, 
furrounded  on  every  fide  by  fwarms 
of  light  troops,  and  of  militia  on 
horfeback,  with  an  enemy  much 
fuperior  in  number  Hill  to  en¬ 
counter,  would  have  been  ha¬ 
zardous  in  the  extreme.  Thus 
circumllanced,  he  difpatched  feve- 
ral  melfengers  by  different  routes  ; 
and  to  guard  as  much  as  poffible 
againll  mifchance,  applied  to  Col. 
Balfour  to  fend  others  from  Charles 
Town,  with  inllruCtions  to  Lieut. 
Col.  Cruger,  who  commanded  at 
Kinety-Six,  to  abandon  that  place, 
and  to  remove  with  the  garrifon, 
as  fpeedilyas  poffible,  to  AuguHa, 
upon  the  Savannah,  which  was 
the  nearell  poll  of  Georgia. 

So  bad  was  the  intelligence,  and 
fo  difficult  to  be  obtained,  that  it 
was  not  until  after  the  arrival  of 
the  troops  at  Monk’s  Corner,  that 
Lord  Rawdon  difcovered,  that  it 
was  not  Gen.  Greene,  but  Sump¬ 
ter,  who  had  taken  poffeffion  of 
Orangeburgh  ;  the  former  being 
then  occupied  in  taking  a  Britifh 
poll  at  the  Congareees.  While 
the  troops  were  employed  in  co¬ 
vering  the  dillrids  from  which 
Charles-Tovvn  drew  its  fupplies  of 
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provilion.  Lord  Rawdon  was  pre¬ 
paring  for  more  aflive  fervice,  by 
unceafing  efforts  for  the  augmen¬ 
tation  of  his  cavalry;  an  arm  of 
force,  indifpenfibly  neceffary  for 
the  profecution  of  a  war  in  the 
fouthern  colonies;  but  that  coun¬ 
try,  which  abounded  fo  much  in 
horfes,  had  been  fo  llripped  of 
them  by  the  difaffefled,  and  by 
the  plundering  parties  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  that  this  was  now  become  a 
meafure  of  no  fmall  difficulty. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Generals 
Philips  and  Arnold,  carried  every¬ 
thing  before  them  in  Virginia ; 
and  fucceffively  defeated  all  thofe 
bodies  of  militia  which  could  be 
fuddenly  brought  together,  and 
were  hardy  enough  to  venture  the 
encounter;  whilll  their  bell  troops 
were  fighting  the  battles  of  others 
in  the  Carolinas.  The  long  na^ 
vigation  of  James  River,  and  of 
its  numerous  dependent  rivers, 
branches,  and  creeks,  laid  the 
country  open  to  them,  on  either 
hand,  as  well  as  to  its  interior  and 
central  parts,  for  a  great  extent. 
At  Peterfburg,  on  its  fouthern 
branch,  otherwife  called  the  Ap- 
pomatox  River,  they  dellroyed 
four  thoufand  hoglheads  of  to¬ 
bacco;  being  the  principal  part 
of  the  whole  annual  remittance  of 
the  country  for  France,  which 
had  been  collected  at  that  place. 
The  damage  done  by  the  dehruc- 
tion  of  lliipping  and  veffels  of 
every  fort,  both  in  the  rivers  and 
on  the  flocks,  of  fhip  yards,  docks, 
and  all  their  dependencies,  of  pub¬ 
lic  buildings,  barracks,  and  ware- 
houfes,  of  timber,  {lores,  flower, 
and  every  fpecies  of  provifions, 
was  prodigious,  and  indeed  Teemed 
almoll  incredible,  after  fo  long  a 
Hate  of  war  and  trouble,  and  fo 
[T]  4  much 
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much  particular  ravage,  as  that 
quarter  had  already  undergone. 
It,  however,  afforded  a  melan¬ 
choly  teftimonial,  of  the  former 
profperity  of  a  country,  which  had 
it iU  fo  much  left  to  lofe. 

The  enemy’s  marine  ffrength  in 
the  river,  having,  we  prefume,  re¬ 
tired  as  far  as  the  depth  of  water 
would  admit,  at  length  drew  up 
in  a  itate  of  defence,  about  four 
miles  above  a  place  called  Of~ 
borne’s,  on  the  fouth,  or  Appo- 
xnatox  Branch.  Gen.  Arnold  fent 
a  fla?  to  treat  with  the  commander 
about  the  furrender  of  his  fleet, 
which  the  other  refufed  to  liflen 
to,  declaring  he  would  defend  it 
k  to  the  la  ft.  Arnold 
having  ordered  up 
feme  artillery,  advanced  them  to 
the  bank  of  the  river,  within  an 
hundred  yards  of  a  Rate  Ihip  of 
20  guns  ;  his  troops  being  not 
only  expofed  to  her  fire,  but  to 
that  of  another  of  26  guns,  of  a 
date  brigantine,  of  14,  beiides  a 
number  of  other  fhips  and  vef- 
fels,  more  or  lefs  armed ;  at  the 
fame  time  that  a  party  of  militia 
kept  up  a  heavy  fire  of  mufquetry 
from  the  opposite  fide  of  the  river. 
The  defence  was  by  no  means  an- 
fwerable  either  to  this  formidable 
appearance,  or  to  the  feemingly 
refolute  anfwer  of  the  commander. 
The  fire  of  the  artillery  from  the 
fhore  took  place  fo  effectually, 
that  it  foon  drove  the  militia  from 
the  oppolite  fide,  and  compelled 
the  fhips,  not  long  after,  to  ftrike 
their  colours.  The  want  of  boats, 
together  with  the  height  of  the 
wind,  prevented  Arnold  from  be¬ 
ing  able  to  take  poiTeifion  of  the 
Ihips,  until  the  feameri  had  not 
only  made  their  efcape,  but  had 
feuttied  and  let  fire  to  feveral  of 
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the  veffels.  Two  fhips,  and  teri 
leffer  veffels,  loaded  with  tobacco, 
cordage,  flower,  and  other  articles, 
fell,  however,  into  his  hands. 
Four  fhips,  five  brigantines,  and 
a  number  of  fmall  veffels,  were 
burnt  and  funk,  the  whole 
quantity  of  tobacco  taken  or  de¬ 
stroyed  in  this  Beet,  exceeded 
20CO  hogfheads. 

The  troops  then  advanced  up 
the  Fork,  until  they  arrived  at 
Manchefter,  which  lies  on  the 
north  branch,  or  properly  the 
main  river,  and  is,  including  the 
windings,  at  leaft  150  miles  from 
its  mouth,  where  it  falls  into  the 
Chefapeak.  There  they  deftroyed 
1200  hogfheads  of  tobacco;  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette  with  his 
army,  who  had  arrived  at  Rich- 
mond,  on  the  oppofite  fide,  the 
preceding  day,  being  fpeflators  of 
the  conflagration,  which  they  pro¬ 
bably  could  not,  or  at  leaft  did 
not,  attempt  to  prevent.  The 
army,  on  their  return,  made  great 
havock  at  Warwick  ;  where,  along 
with  the  fhips  on  the  flocks  and  in 
the  river,  a  large  range  of  rope 
walks  were  deftroyed ;  and  a  ma¬ 
gazine  of  flower,  with  a  number  of 
warehoufes  containing  tobacco  and 
other  commodities,  of  tan-noufes, 
full  of  hides  and  bark,  were,  along 
with  feveral  fine  mills,  all  con- 
fumed  in  one  general  conflagra¬ 
tion.  The  army  then  returned  to 
the  flipping,  (which  feem  not  to 
have  afeended  fo  far  as  the  Fork) 
and  'the  whole  fell  down  towards 
the  mouth  of  the  river. 

The  war  was  now  parcelled  out 
in  a  ftrange  mariner,  and  the  Britifh 
force  broken  into  fmall  diviflens, 
and  placed  in  fuch  diftant  fitua- 
tions,  as  to  be  little  capable  of 
cancert  and  mutual  fupDort. 

have 
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have  Seen  that  it  raged  pretty 
equally  in  South  Carolina,  North 
Carolina,  and  Virginia  ;  while 
the  force  feems  every  where  to  be 
fufficient  for  deftroying  consider¬ 
able  trails  of  country,  and  accu¬ 
mulating  a  great  deal  of  fpoil, 
but  wholly  inadequate  to  the 
main  purpofe ;  and  incapable  of 
bringing  matters  to  any  decifive 
conclufion.  Thus  numbers  of  brave 
men  were  continually  loft  without 
any  equivalent  effedl ;  and  the  ve¬ 
teran  battalions  were  worn  down 
and  confumed,  by  incredible  but 
fruitlefs  exertions  of  valour,  and 
by  a  feries  of  the  moft  brilliant 
fuccefies,  which  produced  no  per¬ 
manent  advantage. 

The  Situation  of  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis  at  Wilmington  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  difficult  and  grievous.  His 
force  was  by  this  time  reduced 
very  low  ;  and  probably  did  not 
greatly  exceed  a  thoufand  effec¬ 
tive  men.  He  was  informed  of 
the  unfortunate  turn  which  affairs 
had  taken  in  South  Carolina  ;  and 
notwithftanding  his  reliance  on 
the  ability  and  gallantry  of  Lord 
Hawdon,  he  had  too  much  room 
for  apprehenfion  that  they  would 
become  If  ill  more  critical.  The 
attempt  to  return  to  his  relief, 
through  fuch  vaft  tradls  of  an  ex- 
haufted,  hoftile,  or  defart  coun¬ 
try,  would  have  been  attended 
with  infuperable  difficulties.  The 
Pedee  was  full  in  his  way,  and  was 
impafiabie  in  the  face  of  an  ene¬ 
my  ;  fo  that,  befides  the  imprac¬ 
ticability  of  procuring  fubliftence 
for  his  troops  in  fuch  a  length  of 
march,  he  would  run  the  hazard 
of  being  hemmed  in  by  Greene,  in 
fuch  a  manner  among  the  great 
livers,  that  mere  neceffity  and 
wiftrefs  might  at  length  compel 
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them  to  the  difgrace  of  laying  down 
their  arms. 

He  might  indeed  have  waited 
at  Wilmington,  for  transports  to 
proceed  by  fea  to  Charles-Tovvn. 
But  this  would  have  been  a  mea- 
fure  fo  little  reputable,  and  in 
the  end  produttive  of  fo  little  ad¬ 
vantage,  that  nothing  lefs  than, 
the  moft  extreme  neceffity,  could 
induce  him  to  fubmit  to  it.  Along 
with  its  other  ill  confequences, 
much  time  would  be  loft,  and  the 
cavalry  would  have  been  of  ne- 
ceffity  Sacrificed.  It  would  befides 
totally  change  the  nature  of  the 
war;  reduce  it  to  be  merely  de- 
fenfive ;  and  feem  no  lefs  than 
a  dereliction  of  its  hope  and  for¬ 
tune.  All  the  flattering  ideas  of 
the  reduction  of  the  Southern  co¬ 
lonies,  and  even  of  a  co-operation 
in  Virginia,  would  have  been  no 
more. 

Under  thefe  embarrafTing  cir- 
cumftances,  and  environed  with 
the  moft  perplexing  difficulties, 
he  formed  the  bold  and  vigorous 
refolution  of  marching  to  Virgi¬ 
nia,  and  endeavouring  a  junction 
with  General  Philips.  This  mea- 
fure,  in  a  Situation  which  afforded 
only  a  choice  of  difficulties  and 
dangers,  was  undoubtedly  the  beft 
that  could  have  been  adopted  ; 
but  yet  was  a  refolution  of  fuch 
a  nature,  as  could  have  been 
only  conceived  or  entertained  by 
an  enterprizing  and  determined 
mind.  It  was  indeed  a  perilous 
adventure.  The  diftance  v/as 
great,  the  means  of  fubliftence 
uncertain,  and  the  difficulties  and 
hazards  were  fufficient  to  appal 
the  boldeft.  The  troops  had  al¬ 
ready  experienced  the  miferies  of 
traverfing  an  inhofpitable  and  im¬ 
practicable  country,  above  8oq 

ftiiles 
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miles  in  different  directions  ;  and 
they  were  now  to  encounter  a  new 
march  of  300  more,  in  much  worfe 
circumftances,  and  under  much 
more  unfavourable  aufpices,  than 
at  the  outfet.  Motwithllanding 
the  fupplies  which  they  had  re¬ 
ceived  at  Wilmington,  they  were 
ftill  fo  deflitute  of  necefTaries,  that* 
in  the  noble  commander’s  own 
words,  his  cavalry  wanted  every 
thing,  and  his  infantry  every  thing 
but  Ihoes.  Neither,  fays  he,  are 
in  any  condition  to  move,  and 
yet  they  mu  ft  march  to-morrow  ! 
He  had  already  himfelf  a  fore  ex¬ 
perience,  as  he  pathetically  ob- 
ferved ,  of  the  miferies  of  march¬ 
ing  feveral  hundreds  of  miles 
through  a  country,  chiefly  hoflile, 
frequently  defart,  which  did  not 
afford  one  aftive  or  ufeful  friend, 
where  no  intelligence  was  to  be 
obtained,  and  where  no  commu¬ 
nication  could  be  eftabliihed* 

The  fituation  of  affairs  was, 
however,  fo  urgent,  as  to  admit 
of  no  hesitation  or  delay  ;  for  if 
Greene  fhould  return  from  South 
Carolina,  the  junftion  with  Phi¬ 
lips  would  be  impracticable ;  and 
Lord  Cornwallis  was  in  no  condi¬ 
tion  to  maintain  the  war  where  he 
was.  To  guard  agaimf  the  woril 
that  might  happen,  he  difpatched 
inflruftions  to  Colonel  Balfour,  to 
fend  tranfports  and  provisions  to 
Wilmington,  in  order  that  they 
might  be  in  readinefs  to  receive  the 
troops  in  cafe  of  misfortune.  Hav- 

A 

mg  thus  provided  for  every  poflible 
contingency,  he  began  his  march 
on  the  25th  of  April,  and  arrived 
at  Peterfburgh,  in  Virginia,  in 
fomething  Iefs  than  a  month. 

He  there  received  the  unwel¬ 
come  news  of  the  lofs  of  Major 
Gen.  Philips  ;  who,  to  the  great 


detriment  of  the  fervice,  had  died 
of  a  fever  a  little  before  his  arri¬ 
val.  That  Gentleman  had  been 
diih'nguifhed  in  early  life,  by  the 
full  approbation  which  his  ability 
in  the  conduct  of  the  artillery  had 
received  from  that  great  com¬ 
mander,  the  Prince  Ferdinand  of 
Brunfvvick,  on  different  occalions 
of  the  late  war  in  Germany  ;  a 
commendation  which  he  juftified. 
in  every  part  of  his  fubfequent 
condufi,  but  particularly  in  the 
unequalled  toils,  duties,  and  dan¬ 
gers,  of  the  northern  war  under 
General  Burgoyne. 

The  command  had 
devolved  immediately 
upon  General  Arnold,  on  Phi- 
lips’s  death  :  and  Sir  Henry  Clin¬ 
ton  was  fending  General  Robert- 
fon,  the  Governor  of  New  York, 
to  aflame  it,  when  he  received 
the  account  of  Lord  Cornwallis’s 
arrival,  which  rendered  the  raea- 
fure  unneceilary.  He  like  wife  dif¬ 
patched  a  reinforcement  of  from 
1500  to  2000  men,  to  the  Chefa- 
peak,  in  order  to  fupport  the  war 
with  vigour  in  Virginia.  In  this 
central  province,  all  the  fcattered 
operations  of  a&ive  hoftility  be¬ 
gan  at  length  to  converge  into  a 
point.  The  plot  thickened  a- 
pace ;  and  here  the  grand  cata- 
iirophe  of  the  American  war,  be¬ 
gan  at  length  to  open  to  the  fa¬ 
tigued  attention  of  the  world. 
The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  with, 
a  very  inferior  force,  kept  on  the 
north  fide  of  James  River;  and 
with  a  degree  of  prudence  and 
caution,  which  dees  not  always 
fuit  the  military  vivacity  of  his 
country  and  time  of  life,  a&ed  fo 
entirely  on  the  defensive,  and  at 
the  fame  time  made  fo  judicious 
a  choice  of  pods,  and  ihewed  fuch 
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vigour  and  defign  in  his  move¬ 
ments,  as  prevented  any  advan¬ 
tage  being  taken  of  his  weaknefs. 
He  had  been  in  long  and  anxious 
expectation  of  being  joined  by 
General  Wayne,  with  the  Penfyl- 
vania  line;  and  hoped  that  junc¬ 
tion  would  have  been  foon  follow¬ 
ed  by  the  arrival  of  Gen.  Greene 
from  South  Carolina. 

Upon  the  falling  down  of  the 
Britifh  forces  towards  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  with  a  view  of  col¬ 
lecting  contributions  at  Williamf- 
burg,  and  in  the  adjoining  coun¬ 
try,  De  la  Fayette  fhewed  no 
fin  all  activity  in  counteracting 
their  defign  ;  and  upon  their  bid¬ 
den  return  up  James  River,  and 
landing  at  Brandon,  on  the  fouth 
iide,  he  immediately  conceived 
their  objeCl  to  be  the  forming  of  a 
junction  with  Lord  Cornwallis,  of 
whofe  marching  through  North 
Carolina,  he  had  received  fome 
faint  intelligence.  He  accord¬ 
ingly  made  a  rapid  movement,  in 
order  to  get  before  them  to  Peterf- 
burgh,  where  the  advantages  of 
fituation  would  in  fome  confider- 
able  degree  have  compenfated  for 
the  want  of  force,  and  would  have 
rendered  the  junction  troublefome, 
if  not  difficult.  In  this  defign  he 
was  foiled,  through  the  vigilance 
and  forefight  of  the  Britifh  com¬ 
manders  ;  and  the  lalt  aCt  of  Gen. 
Philips,  was  the  taking  poffdiion 
of  Peterlburgh,  four  days  only 
before  his  death.  It  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  that  the  Virginia  militia  dis¬ 
played  any  great  exertion  at  this 
time ;  and  thofe  whojoinedFayette, 
being  moftly  without  arms,  could 
be  of  little  ufe  to  him  who  had  not 
the  means  of  fupplying  them. 

During  thefe  tran jaClions,  the 
important  poll  at  Ninety-Six,  in 


South  Carolina,  was  clofely  in- 
vefled,  and  held  to  be  in  the  moil 
imminent  danger.  It  feemed  omi¬ 
nous  (but  fuch  was  the  hoiliie 
llate  of  the  country)  that  none  of 
the  meffengers,  which  Lord  Raw- 
don  and  Colonel  Balfour  had  dif- 
patched  to  Col.  Cruger,  with  or¬ 
ders  for  abandoning  that  place, 
had  been  able  to  reach  him.  The 
fort  was,  however,  in  a  better 
Hate  of  defence  than  had  been  ex¬ 
pected.  The  works  were  com¬ 
pleted  and  Hrong  ;  and  the  garri- 
fon  amounted  to  near  400  regular 
troops,  befides  militia.  In  thefe 
circumflances,  Greene  found  him- 
felf  obliged  to  fit  down  before  it 
in  form,  on  the  22d  of  May  ;  the 
garrifon  made  a  gallant  defence, 
and  the  failure  of  provifions  afford¬ 
ed  the  principal  caufe  of  appre- 
henfion. 

The  fortunate  arrival 
of  three  regiments  from 
Ireland,  under  the  conduCl  of  Col. 
Gould,  afforded  an  opportunity 
for  the  relief  of  this  garrifon,  which 
would  otherwife  have  been  defpe- 
rate.  For  though  they  were  def- 
tined  to  join  Lord  Cornwallis,  the 
good  difpofition  and  promptnefs 
of  the  commander  to  concur  in 
the  immediate  defence  of  the  pro¬ 
vince,  as  a  more  urgent  fervice 
than  any  other  in  view,  prevented 
thofe  difficulties  which  mull  other- 
wife  have  arifen.  Thefe  circum- 
Hances  fuddenly  changed  the  face 
of  affairs,  and  enabled  Lord  Raw- 
don  to  undertake  the  relief  of 
Ninety-Six. 

Augulla  had  alfo  been  for  fome 
time  befieged  ;  and  the  whole 
province  of  Georgia  was  deemed 
to  be  it  fuch  imminent  danger, 
that  Lord  Rawdon  found  hirnfelf 
under  a  neceffity,  even  in  that 
f  Hate 
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Hate  of  weaknefs  which  preceded 
the  arrival  of  the  troops  from  Ire¬ 
land,  to  part  with  the  king’s  Ame¬ 
rican  regiment,  and  to  commit 
it  to  the  hazard  of  palling  in  fuch 
fmall  craft  as  were  at  hand,  and 
without  convoy,  from  Charles- 
Town,  in  order  to  reinforce  Sir 
James  Wright  at  the  town  of  Sa¬ 
vannah.  Thus  the  bufmefs  of  the 
war  feemed  every  where  to  multi¬ 
ply,  in  proportion  to  the  means 
and  provilion  that  were  provided 
from  all  quarters  for  its  fupport. 

Lord  Rawdon  marched  from 
Charles-Town,_  with  fomething 
more  than  1700  foot,  and  150 
horfe,  for  the  relief  of  Ninety-Six, 
in  four  days  after  the  arrival  of 
the  troops  from  Ireland.  He  was 
joined  on  the  way  by  Col.  Doyle, 
with  the  troops  which  he  had  left 
at  Monk’s  Corner  ;  and  he  p relied 
his  march  with  all  the  rapidity 
which  the  exceffive  heat  of  the 
weather  would  permit.  To  pre¬ 
vent  the  enemy’s  detachments  on 
the  Congaree,  and  other  parts  on 
the  eaftern  fide,  from  reinforcing 
Greene,  while  he  was  puihing  for¬ 
wards,  he  deviated  from  the 
courfe  which  he  otherwife  would 
have  taken,  and  keeping  confi- 
derably  more  to  the  right,  palled 
the  little  Saluda,  near  its  junction 
with  the  greater  river  of  that  name. 
This  route,  however,  enabled  a 
Colonel  Middleton,  who  was  on 
his  way  from  the  Congarees,  with 
about  300  cavalry  and  mounted 
militia,  to  endeavour  to  harrafs 
his  rear,  and  particularly  to  ob> 
itruei  the  parties  which  were  ne- 
ceflarily  engaged  in  colliding 
cattle  for  the  fupphrt  of  the  army. 
After  giving  fome  trouble  of  this 
nature,  Middleton  being  trained 
into  a  well  laid  arnbufh,  was  fpi- 


ritedly  charged  by  Major  Coffin, 
at  the  head  of  the  royal  cavalry, 
and  his  party  was  fo  completely 
routed  and  difperfed,  as  never  again 
to  appear  during  the  march. 

Lord  Rawdon  received  intelli¬ 
gence  on  his  march  of  the  lofs  of 
Augu da  ;  that  the  forces  employ¬ 
ed  in  the  reduction  of  that  place 
had  joined  Greene ;  and  that  the 
latter  was  determined,  rather  than 
give  up  his  point  at  Ninety-Six, 
to  Hand  an  adion.  But  that  com* 
mander  did  not  think  himfelf  in 
condition  to  hazard  the  encoun¬ 
ter  of  fo  formidable  a  foe  from 
without,  while  his  hands  were  ful¬ 
ly  occupied  by  the  exertions  of 
an  enemy  within,  who  had  from 
the  beginning  given  con  flan  t  proofs 
of  their  determined  courage  and 
refolution  ;  and  kill  much  lefs, 
could  his  force  admit  of  fuch  a 
divifion,  as  would  enable  him, 
with  any  profped  of  fuccefs,  to 
encounter  Lord  Rawdon  on  his 
way,  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
leave  fuch  a  flrength  behind,  as 
would  be  neceffary  for  guarding 
the  works,  and  overaweing  the 
garrilon,  He  was  likewife  difap- 
pointed  by  Sumpter,  to  whom  he 
had  fent  inltru&ions  to  join  him 
with  all  the  force  that  could  be 
collected  on  the  fide  of  the  Con¬ 
garee,  with  a  view,  as  he  fays 
himfeif,  of  fighting  the  Britifh 
army  on  its  way  ;  but  whether  it 
proceeded  from  fome  flownefs  in 
his  movements,  or  from  unavoid¬ 
able  delay,  the  jun&ion  was  not 
effected  in  time,  and  the  route 
takeh  by  Lord  Rawdon  for  the 
purpofe,  rendered  it  afterwards 
impracticable. 

But  exclufive  of  thefe  catifes,  he 
was  not  now  to  learn,  the  great 
fuperiorlty  of  his  enemy,  in  all 

held 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [n 


field  or  general  engagements.  Nor 
in  faft,  was  his  force  very  confi- 
derable  in  refpeCt  even  to  num¬ 
ber,  and  it  was  Hill  much  lefs  fo 
in  point  of  eftimation.  His  con¬ 
tinental,  or  regular  troops,  form¬ 
ed  but  a  diminutive  part  of  the 
whole;  and  the  others,  whatever 
fervice  they  might  be  of  in  their 
own  way,  were  of  very  little  in 
regular  action.  On  the  other  hand, 
he  knew  that  the  troops  that 
were  marching  againii  him,  were 
frelh,  excellent,  and  that  thofe 
who  were  newly  arrjved  were  par¬ 
ticularly  full  of  ardour  for  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  ftgnalize  themielves. 

He  however  favv,  that  fome- 
thing  muft  necefiarily  be  attempt¬ 
ed  ;  and  that  even  the  running  of 
fome  rifque,  which  would  not  be 
too  decifive  in  its  word  confe- 
quences,  could  fcarcely,  in  the 
prefent  circumftances,  be  conftru- 
ed  into  imprudence.  He  had  al¬ 
ready  pufhed  his  fap  very  clofe 
to  the  principal  redoubt  of  the 
fort  at  Ninety-Six,  and  had  near¬ 
ly  completed  a  fubterraneous  paf- 
fage  into  the  ditcli  ;  but  his  ar¬ 
tillery  had  failed  in  their  effeCl, 
and  the  works  of  the  fort  had  yet 
fuffered  little.  The  nearnefs  of 
Lord  Rawdon  left  no  time  for 
proceeding  farther  by  regular  ap¬ 
proach  ;  and  as  he  could  not  ven¬ 
ture  an  engagement,  he  muft  ei¬ 
ther  abandon  the  place  fhamefully 
without  an  attempt,  or  hazard  a 
premature  alfault. 

r  .1  Gen.  Greene  deter- 

june  ioth.  ,  ,  , 

J  y  mined  upon  the  latter. 

The  attack  was  made  before  day  ; 
and  the  Americans  who  were  ap¬ 
pointed  to  itorra  the  redoubt  dis¬ 
played  an  undaunted  courage. 
The  garrifon  received  them  with 
equal  gallantry.  Scarcely  an  offi¬ 


cer  or  private  man  who  entered 
the  ditch,  but  was  either  killed 
or  wounded  ;  and  yet,  though  the 
impracticability  of  the  attempt 
foon  became  as  obvious  to  all  as 
its  danger,  no  one  betrayed  by  a 
fingle  movement,  the  fmalleft  in¬ 
dication  of  quitting  his  ground. 
The  commander  feeing  fo  many 
brave  men  fruitlefsly  fall,  and  that 
fortune  or  chance,  which  fo  often 
befriend  bold  enterprize,  fhewed 
no  difpofition  at  all  of  aCting  in 
their  favour,  put  an  end  to  the 
combat,  before  it  became  more 
ruinous,  by  calling  off  the  remain¬ 
der  foon  after  day  light. 

As  Greene  fcarcely  lefs  than  ex¬ 
pected  what  now  really  happened, 
he  had  accordingly  provided  for 
the  event.  All  the  heavy  baggage 
and  incumbrances  of  the  camp, 
had  been  previoufly  difpatched 
acrofs  the  Saluda;  whither,  upon 
this  repulfe,  he  alfo  immediate¬ 
ly  retired  with  his  whole  force. 
Though  the  Americans  loft  fome 
valuable  officers,  and  not  a  few  pri¬ 
vate  men,  in  this  attack,  yet  the 
number  actually  /lain  (as  frequent¬ 
ly  happens  in  fuch  cafes)  was  much 
below  what  might  have  been  ex¬ 
pected.  Nothing  could  exceed  the 
conduct  and  firmnefs  of  the  eover- 

„  O 

nor  and  garrifon,  whether  in  the 
a  Haul  t,  or  during  every  previous 
part  of  the  fiege. 

Lord  Rawdon  arrived  at  Ninety - 
Six  on  the  21  ft  of  J  une;  and  having 
received  intelligence  that  Greene 
had  halted  in  a  ftrong  portion  be¬ 
hind  Buffi  River,  at  about  16  miles 
diftance,  and  that  he  was  likewife 
Hill  incumbered  with  fome  wag¬ 
gons  and  baggage,  that  aCtive  com¬ 
mander  put  his  fatigued  troops 
again  in  motion,  and  crofted  the 
Saluda  on  the  following  night  it\ 
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his  purfuit;  every  kind  of  baggage, 
even  the  men’s  packs,  being  lek 
behind  at  Ninety- Six.  Greene 
was,  however,  fo  well  acquainted 
now  with  the  character  of  his  ene¬ 
my,  and  fo  well  guarded  againft 
farprize,  that  the  Brltifh  troops 
had  fcarcely  palled  the  Saluda, 
when  he  moved  with  the  utmoft 
expedition  from  Bulh  River.  Lord 
Rawdon  purfued  him  with  the  ut- 
moll  rapidity  ;  and  arrived  at  the 
fords  of  the  Ennoree,  forty  miles 
from  Ninety-Six,  within  two  hours 
cf  the  time  that  Greene’s  army  had 
palTed  them.  The  troops  were  fo 
ipent  with  fatigue,  and  overcome 
by  the  heat,  that  it  was  impoffible 
to  do  more;  but  Greene  was  fo 
apprehenftve  of  his  enemies,  that 
he  continued  his  retreat,  or  rather 
flight,  without  ceafing,  until  he 
had  paffed  both  the  Tyger  and  the 
Broad  Rivers. 

The  Brltifh  commander  found 
it  neceffary  to  abandon  the  poll  of 
Ninety-Six;  but  as  he  would  not 
omit  any  mark  of  attention  to  the 
loyalilts  of  that  country,  much 
lefs  have  it  imagined  that  they 
were  abandoned,  he  ordered  that 
the  principals  ihould  be  convened, 
and  proposals  made  to  them—”  I  hat 
if  they  would  keep  together,  and 
undertake  the  defence  of  the  dif- 
tridt  again  ft  their  own  difaffeded 
inhabitants,  a  fmall  party  Ihould 
be  left  to  keep  them  in  counte¬ 
nance,  with  the  farther  encou¬ 
ragement,  that  detachments  from 
the  Congarees  Ihould  at  all  times 
be  lent  to  their  fupport,  equiva¬ 
lent  to  any  force  which  Greene 
might  difpatch  to  invade  their  ter¬ 
ritory  ;  and  that  on  the  other,  hand, 
care  Ihould  be  taken  to  provide  for 
the  removal  of  fuch  families  as 
Ihould  prefer  to  be  fixed  upon  the 


abandoned  plantations,  within  the 
new  frontier,  which  was  now  in¬ 
tended  to  be  eftablilhed. — The  re- 
fult  was,  that  the  loyalifts  deter¬ 
mined,  for  the  fecurity  and  pre- 
fervation  of  their  families,  to  bring 
them  away  under  the  prote&ion  of 
the  army  ;  with  the  farther  view, 
when  they  were  fettled  within  the 
affigned  limits,  that  the  men  Ihould 
be  embodied,  in  order  to  make  in- 
curlions  into  the  difaffe&ed  fettle- 
ments. 

As  Lord  Rawdon’s  impatience 
to  profecute  the  bufmefs  of  the 
campaign,  would  not  admit  of  his 
waiting  for  this  determination, 
he  left  Colonel  Cruger  behind, 
with  much  the  greater  part  of 
his  force,  for  the  purpofe  of  car¬ 
rying  it  into  execution  ;  while 
he  marched  himfelf,  with  800  in¬ 
fantry,  and  fixty  horfe,  for  the 
Congarees. 

He  had  previoully  written,  when 
on  his  way  to  Ninety-Six,  to  Col. 
Balfour,  dating  the  expediency 
of  fending  a  itrong  corps  from 
Charles-Town  to  Qrangeburgb, 
as  a  provifton  againft  any  limiter 
event"  that  might  poflibly  happen. 
Upon  Balfour’s  application  to 
Colonel  Gould,  he  immediately 
granted  a  battalion  of  his  corps 
for  that  purpofe  ;  and  Lord  Raw¬ 
don,  before  his  departure  from 
Ninety-Six,  had,  in  confequence, 
received  advice  from  the  com¬ 
mandant  of  Charles-Town,  not 
only  of  Gould’s  compliance,  but 
that  the  3d  regiment  was  under 
orders  to  arrive  at  Orangeburgh 
by  a  fpecified  day,  and  there  to 
wait  his  inftruftions  ;  and  as  if 
it  were  to  remove  every  poftibility 
of  doubt,  he  received  a  fucceed- 
ing  letter  from  Col.  Stuart,  who 
commanded  that  regiment,  with. 
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information,  that  he  was  already 
conliderably  advanced  on  his  way 
to  Orangeburgh.  This  informa¬ 
tion,  and  a  full  confidence  in  the 
expetted  fupport,  were  the  grounds 
upon  which  Lord  Rawdon  found¬ 
ed  his  immediate  plan  of  opera¬ 
tion  ;  and  were  particularly  the 
caufe  of  his  leaving  fo  great  a 
part  of  his  force  behind,  and  ad¬ 
vancing  with  rather  an  unequal 
corps  to  the  Congarees.  In  the 
fame  perfuaiion,  he  difpatched  a 
number  of  melTengers  by  different 
routes,  to  meet  Colonel  Stuart  at 
Orangeburgh,  and  appointing  their 
junction  at  the  Congarees  on  the 
3d  of  July. 

Through  fome  error  or  mifap- 
prehenfion,  which  has  not  been 
explained.  Colonel  Stuart  was 
not  only  flopped  on  his  march  by 
orders  from  Charles-Town,  but 
was  fo  far  recalled,  that  he  fell 
back  to  Borcheker,  on  his  return 
to  that  place.  It  may  be  obferv- 
ed.,  that  the  expeflation  and  ap- 
prehenfion  of  a  French  fleet  and 
army  on  the  coafl,  in  order  to  co¬ 
operate  with  Greene,  and  to  put 
a  final  end  to  the  war  in  that  quar¬ 
ter,  by  the  reduction  of  Charles- 
Town,  had  a  great  influence  on 
the  operations  of  this  campaign, 
and  on  the  condudl  and  move¬ 
ments  of  the  commanders  on  both 
fades ;  it  may  not  therefore  be  un- 
reafonabie  to  fuppofe,  that  this 
apprehenfion,  perhaps  revived  by 
fome  new  report,  cccafioned  the 
recal  of  Col.  Stuart.  But  how¬ 
ever  that  may  be,  it  certainly  was 
a  meafure  which,  under  other  cir- 
cumkances,  might  have  proved 
fatal  in  the  event  to  Lord  Rawdon  ; 
and  which  was  attended  with  no 
Imall  danger  even  in  the  prefent 
kkance. 


Greene  had  early  information 
of  the  Hate  of  force  in  which  the 
Britifh  commander  marched  from 
Ninety-Six  ;  and  had  the  fortune 
like  wife  to  intercept  a  letter  from 
Colonel  Stuart,  fignifying  the 
change  that  had  been  made  in  his 
inkruttions,  and  the  confequent 
impoffibility  of  meeting  him  at  the 
time  and  place  appointed.  Thefe 
circumkances  led  him  to  the  de- 
figti  of  furrounding  Lord  Rawdon 
fo  effectually  that  he  could  not  ex-*, 
tricate  himfelf,  while  he  continued 
lingring  in  the  vain  expectation, 
of  a  reinforcement  which  was  not 
to  arrive. 

Lord  Rawdon  by  forced  march¬ 
es,  in  order  to  furprize  a  body  of 
militia,  of  which  he  had  received 
fome  intelligence,  arriv-  f  ^ 
ed  at  the  Congarees  two  -* L  ^ 
days  before  the  appointed  time  :  a 
rapidity  of  movement  which  pro¬ 
bably  had  no  fmall  effect  upon 
the  iilue  of  Greene’s  fcheme.  He 
foon  discovered  that  the  enemy’s 
light  troops  were  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  and  took  the  neceffary 
precautions  on  that  account ;  but 
his  cavalry,  regardlefs  of  exprefs 
orders  to  the  contrary,  went  out 
by  themfelves  to  forage  on  the 
morning  of  the  very  day  upon 
which  Col.  Stuart  was  expeCled. 
They  were  foon  furrounded  by 
Lee’s  legion,  and  two  officers, 
with  forty  dragoons,  and  their 
horfes,  were  all  taken  without  a 
blow.  This,  w'hich  in  other  cir¬ 
cumkances  would  not  have  been 
much  thought  of,  was  in  the  pre- 
fent  a  mok  grievous  kroke  ;  and 
more  particularly  lo,  as  the  mean 4 
of  procuring  intelligence  in  this 
criks  of  fo  much  danger,  was 
thereby  cut  off  almoll  entirely. 
This  lofs,  with  the  tinexpefted 
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affemblage  of  the  enemy,  which 
had  already  been  difcovered  in 
the  neighbourhood,  and  the  un* 
expe&ed  failure  on  Stuart’s  fide, 
happily  laid  open  at  once  to  Lord 
Rawdon,  all  the  danger  of  his 
own  fituation.  He  accordingly 
determined  inftantly  to  begin  his 
march  towards  Orangeburgh ;  and 
to  meet  or  find  Stuart  wherever 
he  was. 

His  route  lay  acrofs  Congaree 
Creek,  at  about  three  miles  dis¬ 
tance  ;  a  broad  piece  of  water,  in 
mo  ft  parts  deep,  and  enclofed  by 
difficult  banks.  Colonel  Lee,  who 
had  been  appointed  to  the  guard 
of  this  pafiage,  having  deftroyed 
the  bridge,  and  felled  trees  to 
render  the  fords  impracticable, 
had  then  poked  himfelf  behind 
the  creek,  with  a  confiderable 
body  of  cavalry,  and  feme  infan¬ 
try  of  his  legion.  The  intenfe 
heat  of  the  fun  about  noon,  which 
feemed  almoft  to  difable  every  fort 
of  motion,  and  in  every  fpecies  of 
animal,  had  thrown  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  off  their  guard  ;  and  the 
unexpected  arrival  of  the  Britifh 
forces,  in  that  critical  period, 
ferved  much  to  facilitate  the  paf- 
fage.  After  the  exchange  of  only 
a  few  ineffectual  fhots,  a  body  of 
infantry  were  thrown  over,  who 
having  difperfe.d  the  enemy  with¬ 
out  trouble,  the  troops  foon  clear¬ 
ed  the  fords,  and  palled  them  with¬ 
out  interruption. 

Lord  Rawdon  was  joined  on 
the  day  after  his  arrival  at  Orange- 
burgh  by  Colonel  Stuart,  with  bis 
own  regiment  ;  but  was  greatly 
difappointed  at  finding  that  he 
was  unaccompanied  by  a  body  of 
cavalry,  which  had  !}een  promifed, 
and  which  were  fo  particularly 
wanted.  At  the  fame  time  advice 


was  received,  that  Greene  had 
paffed  the  Congaree,  and  was  in 
full  march  to  attack  the  Britifh. 
army.  That  commander,  having 
miffed,  what  he  little  lefs  than 
confidered  as  a  certain  prey,  had 
collected  all  the  force  which  the 
country  afforded,  and  feemed  de¬ 
termined,  before  they  were  far¬ 
ther  {Lengthened,  to  try  his  for¬ 
tune  in  the  field.  He 
accordingly  led  his  ar¬ 
my  within  four  miles  of  the  Bri¬ 
tish  camp  ;  and  in  the  evening,  at 
the  head  of  his  cavalry,  clofely 
reconnoitred  their  polition.  As 
their  fituation  had  but  little  of 
ftrength  in  it,  excepting  that  the 
winding  of  the  river,  which  lay 
in  their  rear,  would  in  feme  mea- 
fure  remedy  the  total  want  of  ca¬ 
valry,  by  ferving  as  a  cover  to 
their  flanks,  and  reducing  the  ene¬ 
my  to  a  direft  attack.  Lord  Raw¬ 
don  flattered  himfelf,  that  G  reene’s 
fuperiority  of  numbers,  would  in 
the  morning  have  tempted  him  to 
the  trial. 

While  the  Britifh  forces  were 
impatient  for  that  wiflied  event, 
their  difpofition  and  countenance 
had  produced  a  direCtly  contrary 
efieCt.  For  Greene  had  aban¬ 
doned  his  camp,  and  retired  with 
fuch  expedition  in  the  night,  and 
his  movement  was  fo  long  and 
effectually  covered  by  his  nume¬ 
rous  light  troops,  that  he  had  fe- 
cured  his  paffage  back  acrofs  the 
Congaree,  before  Lord  Rawdon 
had  received  notice  of  his  retreat. 
—•An  unfuccefsful  attempt  made 
by  Sumpter,  Lee,  and  Marion, 
upon  the  19th  regiment  at  Monk’s 
Corner,  along  with  this  retreat  of 
Greene,  clofed  the  campaign  in 
South  Carolina  ;  the  intemperate* 
nefs  of  the  climate,  for  a  feafon. 
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overcoming  the  violence  of  man. 
Greene  being  joined  by  Marion 
and  the  reft,  took  poft  on  the  high 
hills  of  Santee,  to  the  eaftward  of 
that  river.  '!  he  Santee,  the  Con- 
garee,  and  the  Edifto,  were  the 
eftablifhed  boundaries  on  the  Bri¬ 
tish  fide. 

It  is  impoffible  to  do  juftice  to 
the  fpirit,  patience,  and  invinci¬ 
ble  fortitude,  difplayed  by  the 
commanders,  officers,  and  foldiers, 
during  thefe  dreadful  campaigns 
in  the  two  Carolinas.  They  had 
not  only  to  contend  with  men,  and 
thefe  by  no  means  deficient  in 
bravery  and  enterprize,  but  they 
encountered  and  furmounted  diffi¬ 
culties  arifi  fatigues  from  the  cli¬ 
mate  and  country,  which  would 
appear  infuperable  in  theory,  and 
almoft  incredible  in  the  relation. 
They  difplaved  military,  and  we 
may  add,  moral  virtues,  far  above 
all  praife.  During  renewed  fuc- 
cellions  of  forced  marches,  under 
the  rage  of  a  burning  lun,  and  in 
a  climate,  at  that  feafon,  pecu¬ 
liarly  inimical  to  man,  they  were 
frequently,  when  finking  under 
the  rnoft  exceffive  fatigue,  not  on¬ 
ly  deftitute  of  every  comfort,  but 
almoft  of  every  neceffary,  which 
feems  effential  to  his  exiftence. 
During  the  greater  part  of  the 
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time,  they  were  totally  deftitute 
of  bread,  and  the  country  afford¬ 
ed  no  veeetables  for  a  fubftitute. 
Salt  at  length  failed  ;  and  their 
only  refources  were  water,  and  the 
wild  cattle  which  they  found  in 
the  woods.  Above  fifty  men,  in 
this  laft  expedition,  funk  under 
the  vigour  of  their  exertions,  and 
perifhed  through  mere  fatigue.  We 
muft  not,  however,  confine  the 
praife  entirely  to  the  Britifh  troops, 
as  a  detachment  of  Heffians,  which 
had  been  lent  upon  this  occafion 
by  General  de  Bofe,  defervedly 
come  in  for  their  proper  fhare. 
The  fame  juftice  requires,  that  the 
Americans  ftiould  not  be  deprived 
of  their  fhare  of  this  fatal  glory,- 
They  had  the  fame  difficulties  to 
encounter,  joined  to  a  fortune  in 
the  field  generally  adverfe.  Yet, 
on  the  whole,  the  campaign  ter¬ 
minated  in  their  favour.  General 
Greene  having  recovered  the  far 
greater  part  of  Georgia,  and  of 
the  two  Carolinas. 

It  is  a  melancholy  conlideration, 
that  fuch  talents,  bravery,  and  mi¬ 
litary  virtue,  fhould  have  been  ex- 
ercifed  in  vain.  This  inaufpicious 
war,  was  the  only  one,  in  which 
they  would  not  have  produced  their 
proper  effect. 


Vol.  XXIV. 
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VI. 


Great  lofs  fufaincd  by  the  Spanijb  fleet  in  a  hurricane,  on  its  way  to  the 
attack  of  Wefl  Florida,  Is  ref  tied,  and  again  proceeds  from  the  Ha- 
s vanna .  Penfacola  invefled  by  fea  and  land.  Gallant  defence .  Prin¬ 
cipal  redoubt  bionun  up  by  accident ,  nuhich  compels  Governor  Chefler , 
and  General  Campbell ,  to  a  fur  render.  Wef  Indies.  Ineffectual  attempt 
on  the  if  and  of  St.  Vincent.  Dutch  if  and  of  St.  Eufatius  taken  by  the 
Brit  if  fleet  and  army,  under  Sir  George  Rodney  and  General  Vaughan, 
prodigious  booty.  Iflands  of ,  St.  Martin  and  Saba  furrcnder.  Dutch 
man  of  war  and  convoy ,  on  their  return  to  Europe,  purfued  and  taken, 
The  fett  lenient  s  of  Demerary ,  Iffequibo ,  and  the  Berbices ,  on  the  coafi  of 
Surinam ,  make  a  tender  of  jubmifion  to  the  Brit  if  government,  and  are 
granted  favourable  conditions.  Difconients ,  complaints ,  and  lavs  fits , 
occafioned  by  the  ccnfifcation  of  private  property  at  St.  Eufatius.  M.  de 
Graffe  arrives  voith  a  feet  and  great  convoy  in  the  Wef -Indies  from 
Europe .  Engagement  between  him  and  the  Admirals  Sir  Samuel  Hood 
and  Drake ,  in  the  Channel  of  St.  Lucia.  Sir  George  Rodney  departs 
from  St.  Eufatius  to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy.  Ineffective  at¬ 
tempt  made  by  the  Marquis  de  Bouille  on  the  if  and  of  St.  Lucia.  French 
invafion  of  the  if  and  of  Tobago.  Vigorous  defence.  Public  fpirit  of  the 
planters .  Surrendered  by  capitulation.  M.  de  Graffe ,  having  efcorted 
a  vafl  convoy  on  its  way  to  Europe ,  proceeds  with  his  fleet  to  the  Chefa - 
peak.  Sir  George  Rodney  returns  to  England  ;  and  Sir  Samuel  Hood 
fails  with  a  fquadron  to  counteract  the  deflgns  of  De  Graffe  at  the  Cheja - 
peak . 


KXLST  Englishman  was 
thus  fighting  againfi  Eng¬ 
lishman  in  the  Carolina’s  and  Vir¬ 
ginia  ;  fill!  farther  to  the  fouth- 
tvard,  Spain  was  profecuting  her 
views  with  effeft  againfi:  England 
In  Weft  Florida.  We  have  al¬ 
ready  (hewn  the  fuccefs  that  had 
attended  Don  Bernardo  de  Galvez, 
Governor  of  Louifiana,  in  his  dif¬ 
ferent  expeditions,  in  the  years 
J779,  and  1780,  firft  againfi  the 
Brififti  fettlements  on  the  Miffif- 
fippi,  and  afterwards  againfi  the 
town  and  fort  of  Mobille.  Thefe 
fucceffes,  and  the  confequent  re- 
du&ion  of  General  Campbell’s 
fimall  force,  naturally  extended  his 
views  to  the  taking  of  Penfacola, 
and  thereby  completing  the  con- 


quefi  of  the  province.  The  in¬ 
volved  fiate  of  the  Britifh  affairs, 
(which  were  every  day,  and  in 
every  part  of  the  globe,  becoming 
more  embarraffed)  afforded  every 
encouragement  that  could  quicken 
him  in  the  profecutioti  of  that  de- 
fign. 

After fome unfuccefsful  attempts 
in  the  lafi  year,  which  had  failed 
in  the  outfet,  Don  Galvez  went 
himfelf  to  the  Havannah,  in  order 
to  forward,  and  take  upon  him 
the  command,  of  a  great  expedition 
from  thence,  which  was  intended 
for  the  beginning  of  the  prefen t. 
Fortune  feemed  at  firfi  to  fmile 
upon  Penfacola  ;  but  unluckily, 
no  means  were,  or  probably  could 
be  afforded,  to  profit  of  the  occa- 
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fion.  A  violent  hurricane  had 
nearly  ruined  the  Spanifh  fleer. 
Four  capital  (hips,  befides  others 
of  different  denominations,  were 
tote’Uy  loft,  and  all  on  board  pe- 
riflu-d.  The  lol’s  of  lives  was  rated 
conliderably  above  two  thoufand. 
1  he  remainder  of  the  shattered 
fleet  put  back  to  theHavannah; 
feverai  of  them  being  much  torn 
and  difmalied,  and  the  whole  con- 
fiderably  injured. 

The  critical  arrival  of  four  ftore 
ihips  from  Spain  during  their  ab- 
fence,  enabled  them  to  refit  fpeedi- 
ly  ;  and  knowing  there  was  no 
Britifh  naval  force  in  the  way  to 
oppofe  them,  without  waiting  till 
the  whole  fleet  was  in  condition, 
they  difpatched  five  fail  of  the  line, 
with  feverai  fmaller  veffels  of  war, 
to  conduit  Don  Galvez,  with  be¬ 
tween  feven  and  eight  thoufand 
land  forces,  on  the  expedition. 
This  force  arrived  before  Penfa- 
cola  on  the  9th  of  March,  1781  ; 
and  were  followed  in  time  by  Don 
Solano,  with  the  remainder  of  the 
fleet,  the  whole  amounting  to  15 
fail  of  the  line. 

The  principal  ftrength  of  the 
place  feems  to  have  lain  in  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  harbour  ;  for  while 
that  was  made  good,  the  enemy 
would  not  only  be  expofed  to  great 
difficulties  and  difadvantages  in 
their  landing,  but  afterwards  in 
the  covering  and  carrying  on  of 
their  approaches ;  and  which  would 
Hill  be  too  diftant  from  the  works 
to  produce  much  effect.  But  the 
land  batteries  were  not  fufficient 
to  guard  the  entrance  without 
fome  naval  fupport  ;  and  that 
which  they  now  had  was  weak 
indeed,  confifting  only  of  two 
Hoops,  or  other  fmall  veffels  of 
war,  Thefe,  however,  gallantly 
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fecondcd  the  batteries  ;  and  both 
together  gave  much  trouble,  and 
caufed  no  fmall  delay  to  the  ene¬ 
my.  Their  vaft  fnperiority  of 
force,  when  it  could  be  brought 
properly  to  bear,  was,  however, 
irreiiftible.  The  paffage  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  at  length  forced  ;  the 
landing  effected  ;  ground  broken; 
and  the  fiege  commenced  in  form 
by  fea  and  land.  The  garrifon. 
was  weak  ;  and  compofed  of  al- 
moft  all  forts  of  men.  Detach¬ 
ments  from,  or  rather  the  remains 
of  different  Britifh  regiments  ; 
Maryland  and  Penfylvania  loyal- 
ifts;  fome  of  the  German  troops  of 
Waldeck  ;  together  with  failors, 
marines  ;  inhabitants,  (for  every 
man  was  of  neceftity  a  foldier)  ; 
negroes  ;  and,  before  the  place 
was  clofely  in  veiled,  a  few  Indians, 
formed  the  motley  affemblage, 
who  were  to  defend  Penfacola 
again  ft  fo  formidable  a  force. 

It  was  much  to  the  honour  of 
Gen.  Campbell,  the  governor, 
that  there  was  not  the  imalleft  dis¬ 
cordance  in  fo  various  a  garri¬ 
fon  ;  and  it  was  no  lefs  praife  to 
themfelves,  that  the  whole  behav¬ 
ed  bravely,  patiently,  and  obedi¬ 
ently,  through  every  part  cf  the 
fiege.  It  would  be  unnecefiary  to 
mention,  only  that  their  fate  might 
othenvife  appear  doubtful,  that 
the  captains,  officers,  and  crews 
of  the  two  royal  (loops  of  war,  af¬ 
ter  burning  their  veffels,  bore  a 
diftinguifhed  part  in  the  defence 
of  the  fort.  Indeed  every  part  of 
the  defence  was  vigorous  ;  and 
notwith handing  the  weaknefs  of 
the  garrifon,  fome  well  directed 
fallies  were  gallantly  made,  and 
fuccefsfully  executed.  In  the  fir  ft 
week  cf  May,  the  befiegers  had 
yet  done  nothing  that  looked  to  a 
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decifion.  They  were  not,  how¬ 
ever,  at  all  flack  in  advancing  their 
works,  and  the  fate  of  the  place 
was  inevitable;  but  it  would  hill 
have  colt  them  confiderably  more 
time  and  trouble,  if  an  untoward 
accident  had  not  fruftrated  the 
hopes  of  the  belieged. 

The  principal  defence  of  the 
place  confined  in  a  ftrong  ad¬ 
vanced  redoubt,  by  which  it  was 
covered,  and  which  commanded 
the  narrow  approach  to  it  on  the 
land  fide.  This  was  accordingly 
to  be  fupported  to  the  lad ;  which 
had  hitherto  been  done  with  great 
fpirit,  and  the  works  had  fuffered 
lefs  than  might  have  been  expecl- 
Q.,  e£k  The  accidental  fall- 

JlYjl  d  v  o  t  n  •  p  1  %  1 

J  mg  or  a  bomb,  near  tne 
door  of  the  magazine  belonging  to 
the  redoubt,  and  which  lav  under 
its  center,  decided  the  fate  of 
Penfacola.  The  burking  of  the 
bomb  forced  open  the  door,  fet 
fire  to  the  powder  within,  and  in 
an  infiant,  the  whole  body  of  the 
redoubt,  prefented  nothing  but  a 
heap  of  rubbifii.  Of  about  an 
hundred  men  who  fuffered  by  this 
explofion,  three  parts  loft  their 
lives,  and  the  fourth  were  mifer- 
ably  maimed  and  wounded.  Two 
ftank  works  ftill  remained  entire; 
and  through  the  extraordinary 
coolnefs  and  intrepidity  of  the 
officers  who  commanded  in  thefe, 
and  the  excellent  ufe  they  made 
of  their  artillery,  the  beiiegers, 
who  rulhedon  pellmell  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  confufion,  and  to 
iloroi  the  place,  were,  in  their 
firft  onfet,  repulfed.  By  this  brave 
exertion,  time  was  obtained  to 
carry  off  the  wounded,  and  fuch 
artillery  as  were  not  buried  in  the 
ruins.  But  the  enemy  now  bring¬ 
ing  up  their  whole  force  to  attack 


tne  flank  redoubts,  they  were  of 
neceffity  abandoned. 

The  enemy  then  made  a  fhevv 
of  advancing  to  ftorm  the  body  of 
the  place  ;  but  the  countenance 
they  obferved,  and  the  ftate  of 
preparation  they  perceived,  in¬ 
duced  them  to  relinquifh  the  de- 
fign.  They,  however,  now  de¬ 
rived  fuch  advantages  from  the 
pofTeffion  of  the  ruined  redoubt, 
and  of  the  flank  works,  that  the 
place  was  no  longer  tenable;  for 
they  commanded  fome  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  batteries  io  efteflually  with 
their  fraall  arms,  that  the  foldiers 
and  feamen  could  no  honger  ftand 
to  their  guns.  In  thefe  circum- 
flances,  and  without  the  moft  dif- 
tant  hope  of  relief,  it  would  have 
been  madnefs  to  contend  longer. 
It  was  lingular,  that  in  this  ftate 
of  imminent  and  apparent  danger, 
and  with  all  the  horrors  of  the  re¬ 
cent  deftrutlion  before  their  eyes, 
not  a  /ingle  word  about  a  furrend- 
er  was  heard  in  the  garrifon.  An 
honourable  capitulation  was  ob¬ 
tained,  by  Mr.  Chefter,  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  province,  and  Major 
Gen,  Campbell;  and  that  was  all 
that  could  have  been  expected,  or 
even  hoped.  The  place.,  , 
was  delivered  up,  on  the  Jii  9'n* 
day  two  months,  that  the  enemy 
had  fir  ft  made  their  appearance. 

Thus  fell  the  province  of  Weft 
Florida,  which  had  been  held 
among  the  principal  acquifitions 
obtained  to  Great  Britain  by  the 
treaty  of  Paris. 

Whilft  the  war  thus  alternately 
raged  and  ianguifhed  in  different 
parts  of  the  continent  of  North 
America,  it  'will  be  neceffary  to 
take  a  view  of  thole  tranfa&ions 
in  the  Weft-Indies,  which  led  in 
no  fmall  degree  in  their  con- 
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fequences,  to  that  fatal  event 
which  was  to  clofe  the  campaign 
in  Virginia,  and  feemed  to  threat¬ 
en  no  Ids  than  the  total  extinction 
of  the  Briti/h  power  in  that  part 
of  the  world. 

Upon  the  return  of  Admiral  Sir 
George  Rodney  from  New  York 
to  St  Lucia,  towards  the  clofe  of 
the  year  1780,  the  reports  which 
were  received,  of  the  ruinous  and 
diimantled  hate  of  the ifland  of  St. 
Vincent,  through  the  effects  of 
the  late  hurricane,  induced  that 
commander  and  Gen.  Vaughan, 
to  undertake  an  expedition  for 
the  recovery  of  that  ifland.  Some 
troops,  with  the  marines  of  the 
fleet,  were  accordingly  landed  ; 
but  after  a  day’s  continuance  on 
the  ifland,  the  enemy  were  found  in 
fuch  force,  and  their  works  in  fuch 
condition,  that  the  commanders 
fuffered  the  mortification  of  being 
obliged  to  re-embark  the  troops, 
without  venturing  to  hazard  an 
attack. 

It  was  not  much  more  than  a 
month  after  this  ineffective  at¬ 
tempt,  when  the  commanders  in 
chief  by  fea  and  land,  in  confe- 
quence  of  inftruclions  from  Eng¬ 
land,  directed  their  views  to  the 
reduction  of  the  Dutch  ifland  of 
St.  Eultatius.  This  ifland,  bar¬ 
ren  and  contemptible  in  itfelf,  has 
long  been  the  feat  of  a  lucrative 
and  prodigious  commerce  ;  and 
indeed  might  be  confidered  as  the 
grand  free  port  of  the  Welt-Indies 
and  America,  and  as  a  general 
market,  and  magazine,  to  all 
nations.  Its  richelt  harvefts  were, 
however,  during  the  feafons  of 
warfare  amongll  its  neighbours  ; 
owing  to  its  neutrality  and  iit.ua- 
tion,  with  its  unbounded  and  un- 
clogged  freedom  of  trade.  So 


ftrong  was  the  fpirit  of  commerce, 
and  fo  immerfed  were  its  checker¬ 
ed  and  tranfient  inhabitants  in 
traffic  and  gain,  that  when  Hol¬ 
land  herfelf  was  engaged  in  a  war, 
the  fame  freedom  of  trade  conti¬ 
nued,  and  the  enemy  were  not 
only  fupplied  with  all  manner  of 
common  neceffaries,  but  even  with 
naval  and  military  flores,  as  if  no 
rupture  with  the  parent  flate  had 
taken  place. 

This  ifland  is  a  natural  fortifi¬ 
cation  ;  and  has  but  one  landing 
place,  which  might  be  eafily  ren¬ 
dered  impracticable  to  an  enemy. 
But  hofliiity  and  war,  with  re- 
fpeCt  to  themfelves,  being  totally 
out  of  the  ideas  of  fuch  a  people, 
defence  could  not  be  thought  of. 
It  will  be  eafily  conceived,  that 
the  inhabitants  of  fuch  a  barren 
rock  were  not  very  numerous ;  and 
from  the  circumftances  we  have 
related  it  will  not  appear  furpriz- 
ing,  that  they  fhouid  notwith- 
ftanding  include  in  their  number, 
fome  lei s  or  greater  portion  of  the 
natives  of  almofl  all  trading  coun¬ 
tries. 

The  Britifh  fleet  and  army,  af¬ 
ter  exciting  an  alarm  on  the  coafls 
of  Martinique,  with  a  view  only 
of  difguifmg  their  real  deflgn, 
fuddenly  appeared  before 
and  furrounded  the  ifland  ~  „ 

of  St.  Euftatius  with  a  l/  l* 
great  force  ;  when  Sir  George 
Rodney,  and  General  Vaughan, 
fent  a  peremptory  fummons  to  the 
governor,  to  furrender  the  ifland 
and  its  dependencies  within  an. 
hour;  accompanied  with  a  decla¬ 
ration  or  threat,  that  if  any  refin¬ 
ance  was  made,  he  muft  abide  by 
the  oonfequences.  Mr.  de  Graaff, 
the  governor,  totally  ignorant  of 
the  rupture  between  England  and 
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Holland,  could  fcarcely,  at  firft, 
believe  the  officer  who  delivered 
the  fummons  to  be  ferious.  He, 
however,  returned  foranfwer,  that 
being  utterly  incapable  of  making 
any  defence  ap-ainft  the  force  which 

•  C* 

invelted  the  ifland,  he  mud  of  ne~ 
ceffity  furrender  it  ;  only  recom¬ 
mending  the  town  and  inhabitants 
to  the  known  and  ufual  clemency 
of  Britifti  commanders. 

The  wealth  found  in  the  place 
was  fo  prodigious,  as  to  excite  the 
aftonifnraent  even  of  the  conquer- 

1 

ors,  notwithstanding  their  inti¬ 
mate  previous  knowledge  of  its 
nature  and  circumftances.  The 
whole  ifland  feemed  to  be  only 
one  vail  magazine.  All  the  ftore- 
houfes  were  not  only  filled  with 
Various  commodities,  but  the  beach 
was  covered  with  hogfheads  of  fu- 
gar  and  tobacco.  The  value  of 
the  commodities  was  eftimated,  by 
a  loofe,  but  fuppofed  moderate  cal¬ 
culation,  as  being  coniiderably  a- 
bove  three  millions  ftetling,  But 
this  was  only  a  part.  The  cap¬ 
ture  of  fhipping  was  immenfe. 
Above  250  veffels  of  all  deno¬ 
minations,  and  many  of  them  richly 
.loaded,  were  taken  in  the  bay  ; 
excluiive  of  a  Dutch  frigate  of 
war,  of  38  guns,  and  five  leffer 
ones. 

The  neighbouring  fmall  iflands 
of  St.  Martin  and  Saba,  were 
reduced  in  the  fame  manner.;  and 
Sir  George  Rodney  having  in¬ 
formation,  that  a  fleet  of  about 
30  large  fhips,  richly  laden  with  fu- 
gar,  and  other  Weil- India  commo¬ 
dities,  had,  juft  before  his  arrival, 
failed  from  Euftatius  for  Holland, 
under  convoy  of  a  flag  fhip  of  fixty 
guns,  he  immediately  difpatched 
|he  Monarch  and  Panther,  with 
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the  Sybil  frigate,  in  purfuit  of 
them.  Thefe  foon  overtook  the 
convoy  ;  and  the  Dutch  admiral 
refufing  to  ftrike  his  colours,  (for 
he  had  refrained,  as  he  faw  he 
could  not  fupport  if,  from  hoift- 
ing  his  flag,  upon  a  principle  of 
naval  if  not  national  honour)  and 
all  remonftrances  proving  ineffec¬ 
tual  to  fubdfie  his  obftinacy,  a 
fhort  engagement  took  place  be¬ 
tween  him,  in  the  Mars,  and 
Capt.  Reynolds  in  the  Monarch  ; 
in  which  the  former  died  bravely 
in  defence  of  his  fhip.  The  Mars 
then  immediately  ftruck  ;  and 
the  Panther  and  Sybil  having  in 
the  mean  time  reftrained  the 
flight  and  feparation  of  the  mer¬ 
chantmen,  the  whole  convoy  was 
taken. 

This  was  one  of  the  fevered 
blows  that  Holland  could  have  re¬ 
ceived.  The  Dutch  Weft-India 
company,  with  the  magistracy  and 
citizens  of  Amfterdam,  were  un- 
dubtedly  great  fufferers  upon  the 
oceafion.  But  the  greateft  weight 

of  the  calamity  feems  to  have  fa!- 
¥ 

ien  upon  the  Britifh  merchants, 
who  confiding  in  the  neutrality  of 
the  place,  and  in-Tome  adts  of  par¬ 
liament,  made  to  encourage  the 
bringing  of  their  property  from 
the  iflands  lately  taken  by  the 
French,  had  accumulated  a  great 
quantity  of  Weft-India  produce, 
•  as  well  as  of  European  goods,  in 
this  place.  For  all  the  property 
was  indiferiminately  feized,  inven¬ 
toried,  and  declared  to  be  confif- 
cated. 

The  keeping  up  of  Dutch  co¬ 
lours  in  the  nominal  fort  at  St. 
Euftatius,  rendered  it  for  fome  time 
a  decoy  to  French,  Dutch,  and 
American  veffels;  a  confiderable 
'  number 
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number  of  which  fell  accordingly 
into  the  hands  of  the  conquerors 
without  trouble. 

As  the  immediate  paftion  ufual- 
ly  prefides  over,  if  it  does  not  en¬ 
tirely  fu  per  fed  e  all  former,  fo  our 
new  enemy  leemed  now  to  abforb 
the  whole  body  of  our  wrath.  In 
the  Weft  Indies  particularly,  the 
late  fuccefths,  and  the  immenfe 
rewards  which  they  aftorded,  di¬ 
rected  all  the  views  of  rapine,  if 
not  of  ambition,  to  the  Dutch  let- 
tlements,  which  were  totally  de- 
fencelefs ;  and  indeed,  it  feemed 
for  a  time,  as  if  it  had  been  en¬ 
tirely  forgotten,  that  we  had  any 
other  enemy  to  encounter.  It 
was  impoftible  that  this  dream 
could  laft  long.  And,  like  other 
illufions  of  the  fame  nature,  the 
awaking  was  attended  with  difap- 
pointment,  trouble,  anddiimay. 

A  fquadron  of  privateers,  moft- 
]y  belonging  to  Briftol,  as  foon  as 
they  heard  of  the  rupture  with 
Holland,  boldly  entered  the  ri¬ 
vers  of  Demerary  and  Iftequibo, 
which  were  deemed  highly  dan¬ 
gerous,  it  not  utterly  unnaviga- 
ble  to  ftrangers,  and  with  no 
fmall  degree  of  courage  and  en- 
terprize,  brought  out,  irom  under 
the  guns  or  the  Dutch  forts  and 
batteries,  almoft  all  the  vefi’els  of 
any  value  in  either  river.  The 
prizes  were  conftderable.  And  as 
it  was  impoftible  for  the  privateers 
to  be  yet  provided  with  letters 
of  marque  and  rcprizal  againft  the 
new  and  unexpected  enemy,  they 
trufted  to  the  honour  of  govern  - 
ment  not  to  take  any  advantage  of 
that  defeCI,  in  doing,  vvnat  ap¬ 
peared  to  them,  to  be  good  iervice 
to  their  country  as  well  as  to  them- 
felves. 

Theft:  fettlements  of  Demerary 
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and  Iftequibo,  as  well  as  the 
neighbouring  one  of  Berbices,  ap¬ 
pertain  to  the  Dutch  colony, 
which  is  known  by  the  general 
name  of  Surinam,  and  which 
forms  a  moderate  part  of  that 
vaft  country  on  the  continent  of 
South  America,  antiently  called 
Guiana  ;  for  ever  rendered  memo¬ 
rable  by  the  unhappy  fate  of  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh.  The  principal 
fetdement,  properly  called  Suri¬ 
nam,  and  which  takes  its  name, 
like  the  reft,  from  the  great  river 
on  which  it  is  ft  tuatea,  was  lirft 
cultivated  (but  not  in  any  great 
degree)  by  the  Rnglifh  ;  and  be¬ 
ing  taken  by  the  Dutch  in  the 
wars  with  Charles  the  Second, 
was  ceded  to  them  by  a  peace,  as 
fome  fort  of  compensation  for 
their  val  uable  colony  of  New  \ork» 
We  are  not  certain,,  whether  a 
law  fuit  is  not  yet  in  fome  degree 
kept  alive,  by  the  defeendants  or 
aftignees  of  a  Mr.  Clifford,  at 
that  time  the  moft  conftderable 
planter  in  the  colony,  and  who 
laid  large  claims  upon  the  Dutch 
Weft-India  company  for  the  loftes 
which  he  then  fuitained,  and 
which  have  never  yet  been  pio- 
perly  adjufted. 

The  governors  and  principal 
inhabitants  of  thofe  fettlements 
which  we  fir  ft  mentioned,  being 
fen  ft  hie  of  their  defencelefs  fixa¬ 
tion,  and  being  terrified  at  the  ap- 
prehenfton  ot  falling  a  prey  to  ad¬ 
venturers,  who  are  as  feldom  ccnft- 
dered  as  being  ftri&  ohfervers,  as 
of  being  proper  judges,  of  the 
laws  and  cuftoins  of  nations,  Imd 
already  made  a  tender  of  their  fub- 
miftion  to  the  Governor  of  Barba- 
does  ;  requiring  no  other  terms 
but  a  participation  of  thofe  which 
had  been  granted  to  St.  Euftatius 
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and  its  dependencies.  As  both 
parties  were  equally  ignorant  of 
thefe  terms,  the  newly  propofed 
fubje&s  were  necellarily  referred 
to  the  commanders  in  chief;  who 
could  alone  tell  the  nature  of  con¬ 
ditions  which  had  never  been  fpe- 
cihed,  and  of  which  they  were 
confequently  the  only  interpreters 
and  judges.  A  deputation  was 
accordingly  fent  by  the  Dutch  co~ 
lonifts  to  St.  Euftatius  for  that 
purpofe. 

There  they  found  that  they  had 
made  a  very  improvident  demand, 
as  imefFeCt,  the  terms  which  they 
required  were,  that  they  might  be 
defpoiled  of  all  their  goods,  and 
banifhed  from  their  habitations. 
For  this  was  the  general  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  greater  part  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  St.  Euftatius.  But  the 
odium  which  this  rigorous  pro¬ 
ceeding  began  already  to  excite, 
the  embarraftments  which  it  creat¬ 
ed,  and  the  impoftibility  of  apply¬ 
ing  it,  though  nominally  required, 
to  a  people  who  had  voluntarily 
put  themfelves  under  the  Britifii 
dominion,  obtained  another  fort 
of  treatment  for  the  inhabitants  of 
thefe  colonies. 

A  nice  line  of  difHndlion  was 
drawn,  between  the  honefty  and 
good  properties  of  Dutchmen  in¬ 
habiting  the  continent,  and  of 
thofe  living  in  iflands  ;  and  the 
point  of  comparative  merit  was 
decided  entirely  to  the  honour  and- 
advantage  of  the  former.  They 
were  accordingly  fully  fec.ured  in 
their  property  ;  were  allowed  to 
be  governed  by  their  own  laws 
and  magiftrates  ;  and  had  every 
pther  indulgence  granted,  which 
could  have  been  reafonably  or 
fairly  expected.  At  the  fame  time 
that  their  unfortunate  fellows  in 


St.  Euftatius  were  obliged  to  un*. 
dergo  the  opprobrium,  of  having 
the  atrocious  crimes  of  perfidiouf- 
nefs  and  perjury  publicly  charged 
and  recorded  againfl  them  in  the 
gazettes  ;  and  were  accordingly 
treated,  as  men  unworthy  of  any 
degree  of  protection  or  fecurity, 
much  lefs  of  indulgence  or  favour. 

The  Britifh  merchants  in  the 
Weft-Indies,  as  well  as  at  home, 
having  been  great  fufFerers  by  the 
indifcriminate  confifcation  of  all 
private  property  which  took  place 
at  St.  Euftatius,  and  the  former, 
who  from  their  vicinity  were  more 
early  and  fully  acquainted  with  the 
tranfaCtions  at  that  place,  being 
likewife  greatly  irritated  at  the 
fuppofed  injuftice  and  oppreilion, 
and  the  certain  ruin,  which  indivD 
duals  of  their  own  country,  as  well 
as  their  friends  and  correfpondents 
of  others,  had  fufFered,  all  thefe 
matters  at  fir  ft  drew'  out  ftrong  re- 
prefentations  to  the  commanders 
in  chief,  and  were  at  length  pro¬ 
ductive  of  numberlefs  law  fuits, 
which,  probably,  are  not  likely 
to  be  foon  ended.  Thefe  circum- 
ftances  by  degrees  occafioncd  a 
great  coolnefs,  which  at  length 
carried  too  many  marks  of  grow¬ 
ing  up  to  a  fettled  diflike,  be¬ 
tween  the  naval  commander  in 
chief,  and  thofe  old  Britifh  iflands 
which  were  committed  to  his 
charge  and  protection  ;  than  which, 
nothing  more  unhappily  could  have 
taken  place,  in  fo  critical  a  feafon 
of  the  war. 

Fretted  and  teised  by  remcn- 
ftrances  which  he  defpifed,  and  by 
legal  difquifitions,  which  he  could 
not  attend  to,  the  indignation  of 
the  admiral  appeared,  in  ftrong 
charges,  and  an  unufual  tone  and 
language,  even  in  thofe  parts  of 
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his  public  letters  which  were  held 
out  in  the  gazette.  That  gazette 
made  him  declare,  that  the  fettle- 
ments  of  Demerary  and  IiTequibo 
would,  in  a  few  years,  under  pro¬ 
per  encouragement,  employ  more 
lhips,  and  produce  more  revenue, 
than  all  the  Britirh  Welt  India 
Illands  put  together.  In  another 
of  the  fame  date,  and  printed  in 
the  fame  paper,  he  lays  the  moil 
dangerous  charge  againft  the  Bri¬ 
tish  Welt  India  merchants,  of  their 
having,  regardlefs  of  the  duty 
which  they  owed  to  their  country, 
contracted  with  the  enemy  to  fup- 
ply  them  with  provifions  and  naval 
Itcres ;  and  he  ftrengthened  the 
charge  by  an  afturance,  that  his 
utmoft  attention  fhould  be  directed 
to  prevent  the  treafon  from  taking 
place. 

It  would  bean  injuftice  to  the 
mercantile  intereft,  not  to  take 
notice,  that  (after  a  large  reward 
had  been  long  publicly  offered  by 
the  affembly  of  St.  Chriftopher’s, 
for  the  difcovery  of  thefe  fuppofed 
traitors)  a  j unification,  or  refuta¬ 
tion  of  the  above  charge,  has 
been  publicly  and  ftrongly,  but 
without  effeX,  demanded,  it  is, 
however,  too  much  to  be  appre¬ 
hended,  that  the  diftafte  and 
heart-burnings  arifing  from  thefe 
matters,  as  well  as  from  the  un¬ 
happy  difputes  which  have  fub- 
fifted  between  the  governments 
and  the  people  in  fome  of  the  Weft 
India  iflands,  contributed,  in  no 
fmall  degree,  to  the  Ioffes  we  have 
fuftained  in  that  quarter  of  the 
globe. 

The  merchants  of  St.  Chrifto¬ 
pher’s,  w?io  had  fuffered  greatly 
by  the  confifcation  of  property  at 
St.  Euftatius,  and  even  the  leg! - 
ilature  of  that  ifland,  took  up  the 


bufir.efs,  fo  far  as  it  was  in  their 
power,  with  great  fpirit.  Several 
ftrong  remonftrances  were^refent- 
ed  to  the  commander  in  chief,  in 
which  they  ftated,  that  their  con¬ 
nexions  with  that  ifland,  and  the 
property  they  had  lodged  in  it, 
were  all  in  purfuance  to,  and  un¬ 
der  the  fanXion  of,  repeated  aXs  of 
the  Britifh  parliament;  and  that 
their  commerce  had  befides  been, 
entirely  founded  upon  the  fair 
principles  of  merchandise,  and 
conduXed  according  to  the  rules 
and  maxims  adopted  by  all  trading 
nations.  Thefe  remonftrances 
produced  as  little  effeX,  as  the 
laconic  anfvvers,  which"  were  at 
fome  times  with  difficulty  obtain¬ 
ed  by  the  committees  who  were 
deputed  upon  the  buiinefs,  afford¬ 
ed  of  fatisfaXion.  At  length* 
after  much  application,  and  rather 
as  an  aX  of  favour  to  an  indivi¬ 
dual,  a  note  was  given  in  writing, 
the  ftrength  of  which  lay  in  the 
following  words,  viz.  that  the 
ifland  was  Dutch,  every  thing  in 
it  was  Dutch,  was  under  the  pro- 
teXion  of  the  Dutch  Hag,  and,  as 
Dutch  it  fhould  be  treated. 

It  is  painful  to  go  through  all 
the  circumftances  of  a  bufinefs, 
which  drew  upon  us  (whether  the 
aXs  were  defenfible  or  not)  the 
odium  of  all  Europe.  Suffice  it 
to  fay,  that  ali  the  horrors  of  fo 
univerfal  an  havock  of  property, 
which  might  be  expeXed,  were 
fully  realized.  The  beginning  of 
this  ftorm  fell  chiefly  upon  the 
Jews,  who  were  numerous  and 
wealthy  in  the  ifland.  Several  of 
thefe,  with  many  indignities* 
were  torn  from  their  habitations, 
and  banifhed,  without  knowing 
the  place  of  their  deftinacion  ;  and 
were,  in  that  ftate  of  nakednefs 

and 
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and  wretchednefs,  tranfported,  as 
outlaws,  and  landed  on  the  ifland 
of  St.  Chriftopher’s.  Theadembly 
of  that  ifland,  to  their  great  ho¬ 
nour,  palled  an  immediate  aft  for 
their  prefent  relief,  and  future 
provifion,  until  they  fhould  have 
time  to  recover  from  their  calami¬ 
tous  fit  oat  ion.'  The  Jews  were 
foon  followed  by  the  Americans, 
fome,  at  lead:,  of  whom  had  been 
obliged  to  dy  their  native  country, 
through  the  part  which  they  had 
taken  in  fupport  of  the  Britifh 
caufe  and  government.  Thefe  un- 
liappy  people  were  fen  t  to  St.  Chrif¬ 
topher’s  in  much  the  fame  plight 
and  condition  with  the  former  ; 
and  were  received  and  entertained 
with  the  fame  humanity  and  libe¬ 
rality,  by  the  people  and  legifla- 
ture  of  that  ifland.  The  French 
merchants  and  traders  were  next 
kanifhed;  and,  at  length,  the  na¬ 
tive  Dutch,  or  at  lead  the  Am- 
fterdamraers,  met  with  the  fame 
fate. 

In  the  mean  time,  public  Tales 
were  advertifed,  invitation  given, 
and  protection  afforded,  to  pur- 
chafers  of  all  nations  and  forts; 
and  the  iffand  of  St.  Euftatius  be¬ 
came  one  of  the  greated  au&ions 
that  ever  was  opened  in  the  uni- 
■verfe.  Never  was  a  better  mar¬ 
ket  for  buyers.  The  goods  were 
fold  for  a  trifling  proportion  of 
their  value;  and  it  is  laid,  that 
the  French  agents  made  the  great- 
eft  and  the  moll  lucrative  purcha- 
fes.  The  greated  part  of  the 
goods  were  conveyed  to  French 
and  Danilh  iflands ;  and  left  to 
find  their  way  to  thofe  enemies, 
for  having  fupplied  whom,  in  the 
way  of  ordinary  commerce,  this 
ifland  buffered  fo  fevercly. 

It  is  necefiary  to  obferve,  that 


the  accounts  we  have  of  thefe  tran- 
faftions  are  derived  either  from 
the  immediate  lufferers,  thofe  Bri¬ 
tifh  Well  Indians,  who,  if  not 
partakers  in  the  3ofs,  were  more 
or  lefs  connected  with  thofe  who 
were  lofers,  or  thofe  public  ac¬ 
counts  given  by  foreigners.  It 
mult  be  acknowledgeed,  that  re- 

o 

fentment,  prejudice,  or  partiali¬ 
ty,  may  be  fuppofed  to  operate, 
in  a  lefs  or  greater  degree,  in  a  1  i 
thofe  modes  of  information.  But 
it  mult  likewife  be  ob ferved,  that 
this  kind  of  evidence  has,  upon 
this  occaiion,  derived  great  force, 
from  the  weigh tinefs  of  the  mat- 
ter,  and  from  its  having  neither 
been  controverted,  nor  any  other 
account  fubllituted  in  its  place, 
by  thofe  who  were  moft,  and  in¬ 
deed  very  deeply,  interefled  in  its 
refutation. 

Whilil  the  conquerors  of  St. 
Euftatius  were  bewildered  in  the 
immennty  of  their  plunder,  mat¬ 
ters  were  tending  to  a  criiis,  which 
was  to  fnake  the  Britifh  power, 
both  in  the  Well  Indies  and  Ame¬ 
rica,  to  the  center. 

For  towards  the  end  of  , 
March,  M.  de  Grade  had  22 
failed  from  Bred,  with  a  fleet  of 
25  fail  of  the  line,  the  Sagittaire 
of  54  guns,  6000  land  forces,  and 
a  prodigious  convoy,  amounting 
to  between  two  and  three  hundred 
drips ;  the  whole  compofing  one 
of  the  largell  and  ricneft  fleets  that 
ever  failed  from  France:  Of  this 
formidable  armament,  five  (hips 
of  the  line,  under  M.  de  Suftrein, 
with  part  of  the  land  forces,  were 
deftined  for  the  Ead  Indies ;  with 
a  view  likewife  of  intercepting 
Commodore  Johndone’s  fquadron 
and  convoy  on  their  way,  M.  de 
Grade,  with  20  fail  of  the  line, 

the 
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the  50  gun  (hip,  and  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  convoy,  proceeded  di- 
rettly  for  Fort-Royal  Bay  in  Mar¬ 
tinique. 

Though  the  departure  of  Com¬ 
modore  Hotham,  with  a  fmall 
fquadron,  in  the  month  of  March, 
for  the  protection  of  the  convoy, 
which  bore  a  great  part  of  the  St. 
Euftatius  trealure,  on  its  way  to 
England,  reduced  Sir  George 
Rodney’s  fleet  to  21  fail  of  the 
line;  yet,  vve  fee,  that  it  was  not 
unequal  to  the  encounter  of  the 
outward-bound  French  force  un¬ 
der  M.  de  Graffe.  Butthe  French 
had  already  eight  fhips  of  the 
line,  and  one  50,  at  Martinique 
and  St.  Domingo  5  fo  that  the 
arrival  of  De  Grafle  muil  give  them 
a  decided  fuperiority ;  for  Sir 
Peter  Parker  had  only  four  fail  of 
the  line  at  Jamaica;  and  neither 
the  proteftion  of  that  ifland,  nor 
its  fltuation  fo  far  to  leeward, 
would  admit  of  any  reinforce¬ 
ment  to  the  windward  ifiands 
fleet.  Every  thing  feemed  there¬ 
fore  to  depend  upon  the  intercept¬ 
ing  of  De  Grafle’s  fquadron  and 
convoy;  as  his  jun&ion,  frefh  and 
without  a&ion,  with  the  French 
ill ips  already  on  the  ftation,  mull 
evidently  afford  the  means  of  en¬ 
dangering  moll,  if  not  all,  of  the 
neighbouring  Britifli  iflands. 

Sir  George  Rodney,  according¬ 
ly,  detached  the  Admirals  Sir 
Samuel  Hood  and  Drake,  with 
17  fail  of  the  line,  to  cruize  off 
Fort  Royal  Bay,  for  that  purpofe. 
He  ftill  continued  himfeif,  with 
his  own  (flip  the  Sandwich  of  90, 
and  the  Triumph  of  74  guns,  at 
St.  Euftatius  ;  as  did  General 
Vaughan,  with  the  ftrong  body  of 
troops,  which  feem  to  have  been, 
from  the  flrfl,  not  at  all  neceffary 
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to  the  redu6lion  of  a  place  in  fo 
poor  a  date  of  defence.  The 
Prince  William,  of  64  guns,  was 
then  at  St.  Lucia;  and  the  Pan¬ 
ther,  of  60,  on  a  cruize. 

The  courfe  of  the  French  fleet 
from  Europe  to  Fort  Royal,  lay 
through  the  channel  of  St.  Lucia; 
which  is  about  ten  leagues  over, 
and  feparates  that  Ifland  from 
Martinique.  The  Cape,  or  Point 
of  Salines,  in  the  latter,  marks 
the  opening  of  the  channel,  on 
the  eaftern,  or  windward  end, 
which  is  the  courfe  from  Europe; 
Fort- Royal  lies  towards  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  channel,  where  it  wi¬ 
dens  into  the  main  lea,  at  its 
weilern  or  leeward  end.  The  Di¬ 
amond  Rock  lies  about  half  way 
between,  being  detached  from  the 
point  of  a  ftrangely-notched  and 
broken  neck  of  land,  which 
flretches  into  the  channel ;  the 
weft  fide  of  that  peninfula  or  neck  v 
forming  one  of  the  limits  of  a  large 
bay,  which  takes  its  name  from 
Fort-Royal ;  and  that  town  and 
noble  harbour  lying  on  the  oppo- 
fite  fide  of  the  bay. 

It  has  been  reported,  (but  we 
know  not  upon  what  authority) 
that  Sir  Samuel  Hood  made  fome 
remonftrance,  againft  the  fqua- 
drpn’s  being  llationed  in  the 
channel  off  of  Fort-Royal  Bay,  as 
being  continually  liable  to  fall  to 
leeward,  and  confequently  of  be¬ 
ing  rendered  incapable  of  inter¬ 
cepting  the  enemy;  and  that  he 
therefore  propofed,  that  they 
fhould  cruize  to  windward  of 
Point  Salines,  a  fltuation  which 
would  render  it  imprafticable  for 
any  fleet  to  enter  the  channel 
without  their  encounter;  but,  it 
is  likewife  added,  that  this  advice 
or  propofal  was  fo  far  from  being 

attended 
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attended  to,  that  he  was  peremp¬ 
torily  ordered  to  adhere  to  his  in- 
iiruction.  However  that  was, 
whether  the  propofal  was  made, 
rejected,  or  not,  the  fubfequent 
events  fully  (hewed,  that  the 
cruize  off  Point  Salines  was  the 
meafure  which  (hould  have  been 
adopted. 

On  the  28th  of  April,  fame  of 
Sir  Samuel  Flood’s  head  molt  crui¬ 
sers  returned  haftily  in  fight,  with 
fignals,  which  announced  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  fuperior  fleet  and  a 
numerous  convoy,  to  the  wind¬ 
ward  of  Point  Salines.  Notwith- 
ftanding  the  fuperiority  of  force 
now  denounced,  the  admiral  im¬ 
mediately  made  a  fignal  for  a  ge¬ 
neral  chace  to  windward,  and  in 
fome  time  after,  when  the  (hips 
were  pretty  well  come  up,  he 
formed  the  line  a-head.  The  im¬ 
portance  and  emergency  of  the 
occafion,  occafloned  a  confulta- 
tion  between  the  admirals  in  the 
night,  when  it  was  determined  to 
continue  the  line  a-head,  fo  that, 
getting  as  much  as  poffible  to 
windward,  they  might  be  enabled 
to  clofe  in  with  Fort-Royal  at 
day-light,  fo  as  to  cut  off  the  ene¬ 
my  from  that  harbour. 

Apr;i  2Q  ln  the  m°rmng  the 

*  enemy  appeared  ;  their 

convoy,  keeping  clofe  in  under 
the  land,  were  turning  round  the 
Diamond  Rock,  while  de  Grade 
drew  up  his  fleet  in  a  line  of  battle 
a-breaft,  for  their  prote&ion ;  and 
notwithftanding  the  utmoit  exer¬ 
tions  of  the  Britifh  commanders  to 
gain  the  wind  and  prevent  it,  four 
fhips  of  the  line  and  a  fifty,  in 
Fort-Royal  harbour,  were  en¬ 
abled  to  join  him.  The  Prince 
William  likewife,  with  great  ce¬ 
lerity  and  diligence,  opportunely 


joined  Sir  Samuel  Hood  at  this 
critical  moment;  but  the  French 
had  ftill  a  fuperiority  of  fix  (hips  i 
of  the  line. 

Notwithflanding  this  great  ine¬ 
quality  of  force,  every  poflible 
manoeuvre  was  gallantly  ufed  by 
the  Britifh  commanders  to  bring 
the  enemy  to  clofe  action.  As 
the  Count  de  Grade  was  to  wind¬ 
ward,  the  option  lay  entirely  with 
him,  both  as  to  action  and  dif- 
tance.  He  chofe,  in  the  Teaman’s 
phrafe,  a  long  foot  didance.  The 
French  fired  half  an  hour  before 
their  (hot  could  take  effect,  andcon- 
fequently  before  their  fire  was  re¬ 
turned.  At  half  pad  eleven  their 
balls  began  to  reach,  and  the  en¬ 
gagement  commenced  ;  but  dill 
at  too  great  a  didance,  and  conti¬ 
nued  fo  to  the  lad.  Never,  faid 
Sir  Samuel  Hood,  was  more  pow¬ 
der  and  (hot  thrown  away  in  one 
day. 

Although  the  engagement  Teem¬ 
ed,  in  point  of  firing,  to  be  gene¬ 
ral,  the  didance  preferved  by  the 
enemy,  and  the  drenuous,  though 
ineffectual  efforts,  made,  upon 
every  occafion  that  offered,  by  the 
Britifh  fliips,  to  clofe  with  them, 
rendered  it  partial.  Thus  fome 
of  the  bed  fliips  in  the  fleet,  under 
the  conduct  of  captains  of  the  mod 
undoubted  bravery,  did  not  lofe  a 
man;  and  the  lofs  fudained  by 
feveral  others  in  the  fame  circum- 
dances,  was  fo  trifling  as  not  to 
deferve  mention.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  van,  and  the  neared 
fhips  of  the  center,  in  their  con- 
dant  druggies  to  clofe  the  enemy, 
and  get  to  windward,  were  ex- 
pofed  to  a  long  and  heavy  weight 
of  fire.  By  this  means,  a  few 
ihips  fuffered  very  confiderably ; 
but  this  was  more  with  refped  to 

their 
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their  marts,  hulls,  and  rigging, 
than  to  the  lofs  of  men. 

The  aCtion  lafted,  from  firft  to 
Inft,  about  three  hours;  when  the 
Britifh  commander,  finding  that 
not  one  (hot  in  ten  of  the  enemy 
reached,  and  that  all  his  endea¬ 
vours  to  gain  the  wind  were  fruit- 
lefs,  ceafed  firing  entirely ;  and 
his  example'  was,  not  long  after, 
followed  on  the  other  fide.  The 
lofs  in  men  amounted  only  to  36 
llain,  and  161  wounded;  but  the 
fervice  fuffered  confiderably  in  the 
death  of  the  brave  Capt.  Nott,  of 
the  Centaur,  who,  with  his  firrt 
lieutenant,  Plowden,  gallantly 
fell  in  this  aCtion.  The  damage 
furtained  by  the  Ruflel,  and  at 
leaft  four  other  fhips,  which  ren¬ 
dered  them  unfit  for  immediate 
fervice,  was  the  great  lofs  fuftain- 
ed  in  this  engagement.  The 
former  had  received  fo  many  fhot 
between  wind  and  water,  that  the 
was  obliged  to  bear  away  for  St. 
Euftatius;  and  was  with  difficulty 
preferred  from  finking  in  her  paf- 
fage. 

From  tbefe  unfortunate  circum- 
rtances,  the  gallant  exertions  made 
by  the  Britifh  officers,  for  bring¬ 
ing  an  unwilling  enemy  to  that 
decifive  aCtion,  which  they  fo 
much  wifhed,  but  were  not  able 
to  compel  him  to,  had  the  fmgu*. 
lar  fortune  of  being  productive  of 
fome  of  the  aCtual  confequences  of 
a  defeat;  and  of  affording  fo  de¬ 
cided  a  fuperiority  to  the  French, 
as  could  not  for  fome  time  be  re¬ 
ft  fled. 

The  French  admiral  was  not 
blind  to  the  great  advantage,  which 
the  prefent  comparative  fituation 
of  both  fleets  afforded.  He  ac¬ 
cordingly  continued  in  fight,  and 
feemed  difpofed,  on  the  following 


day,  to  bring  matters  to  that  de- 
cifive  conclufion,  which  he  had 
before  fo  much  evaded.  But  this 
defign  was  totally  difconcerted  by 
the  unexpe&ed  manoeuvres  of  Sir 
Samuel  Hood.  That  judicious 
commander,  feeing  that  theFrench 
line  was  very  irregular,  and  that 
the  van,  and  a  part  of  the  center, 
were  greatly  feparated  from  the 
reft,  made  one  of  thofe  bold  move¬ 
ments,  which,  by  throwing  the 
fleet  into  the  greatert  apparent  con- 
fufion,  would,  to  a  common  eye* 
have  appeared  to  be  full  of  danger, 
at  the  fame  time  that  it  could  only 
have  been  directed  by  the  greateft 
judgment.  The  objeCt  was  to 
gain  the  wind,  in  which  he  was 
very  near  fucceeding;  and  in  that 
cafe,  he  would  have  cut  off  and 
deftroyed  one  half  of  the  French, 
fleet,  before  it  could  have  been 
fuccoured  by  the  other.  Fortune 
failed  in  her  ufuai  favour  to  bold 
enterprize.  This  movement,  how¬ 
ever,  totally  changed  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  things;  and  the  Britifh 
fleet,  inftead  of  being  on  the  de. 
fenfive,  carried  the  face  of  being 
the  aggreffor  during  the  reft  of  the 
day. 

But  the  condition  of  the  wound¬ 
ed  fhips,  which  grew  continually 
worfe  by  motion,  induced  the 
Britifh  commanders,  in  the  night, 
to  a  determination  of  bearing  away 
for  Antigua,  inftead  of  lofing  any 
more  time,  in  daring  or  tempting 
the  enemy  to  an  engagement. 
The  French,  elated  at  any  thing 
which  carried  the  appearance  of  a 
flight,  and  might  afford  fome 
room  for  boafting  of  a  victory, 
purfued  in  the  morning  with  a 
vigour  which  they  had  not  before 
fhewn ;  and  the  Torbay  having 
fallen  confiderably  a-ftern,  fhe  re¬ 
ceived 
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ceived  feveral  fliot,  and  feme  da- 
usage.,  befere  file  could  be  relieved, 
although  that  was  both  fpeedily 
and  boldly  done.  The  French,  in 
order  to  keep  up  the  name  and 
appearance  of  a  purfuit,  continu¬ 
ed  in  fight  for  the  red  of  the. 
day. 

The  arrival  of  the  Ruffe!,  indi¬ 
cated  to  the  conquerors  of  St.  Eu- 
Hatius,  the  danger  of  attending 
any  longer  to  the  fale  of  the  elfedls 
in  that  ifland.  Great  exertions 
were  employed  to  fit  her  again  for 
fervice ;  her  damages,  though  the 
water  had  rifen  above  the  platform 
of  her  magazine,  were  fpeedily 
repaired?  and  in  three  days  after 
her  arrival,  the  admiral  and  gene¬ 
ral,  with  the  Sandwich,  Triumph, 
Ruffe],  and  fome  land  forces,  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  join  Sir  Samuel  Hood, 
and  to  protect  the  iflands.  Some 
time  was  neceffarily  fpent  at  An¬ 
tigua,  after  the  junction,  for  the 
repair  and  fupply  of  the  fhips 
which  had  differed  in  the  late  ac¬ 
tion  ;  and  that  bufinefs  being 
done,  the  commander  in  chief 
proceeded  with  the  whole  fleet  to 
Barbsdoes. 

In  the  mean  time,  th  e  Marquis 
de  Bouille,  with  a  body  of  troops 
under  the  Vifcount  Darnas,  landed 
in  the  night  on  the  ifland 
Mar  SQ-  of  Sr.  Lucia,  which, 
though  otherwise  drong,  was  in 
no  great  condition  of  defence  in 
point  of  garrifon.  They  took  poll 
at  the  town  of  Grofs-Iflet,  where 
they  hoped  to  furprize  and  cut  off 
the  46th  regiment.  By  fome  for¬ 
tune  or  accident  they  failed  in 
this  ;  though  they  fur  prized  a 
sentinel  before  day-light,  who 
was  killed  in  the  feuffle;  they 
likewife  took  an  officer  prifoner, 
who,  with  the  lick  foldiers  in  the 
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hofpital,  they  fent  off  to  Marti¬ 
nique.  They  then  fummoned  the 
officer  who  commanded  in  Pigeon- 
Ifland,  threatening  the  utmofl  fe- 
verities  of  war,  if  he  did  not  im¬ 
mediately  furrender.  This  pod 
was  of  the  utmoft  importance,  par¬ 
ticularly  with  refpecl  to  their  in¬ 
tended  naval  operations.  The 
fp  kited  anfwer  which  was  return¬ 
ed,  and  the  vigorous  preparation 
they  perceived  for  an  oh  din  ate  de¬ 
fence,  fee  ms  to  have  given  the 
firft  check  to  their  hopes,  if  not  to 
their  progrefs; 

The  accidental  arrival  of  a  fri¬ 
gate,  and  of  two  floops  of  war, 
who  immediately  landed  their  fea- 
men  and  marines  to  man  the  bat¬ 
teries,  contributed  much  to  the 
prefervation  of  the  ifland.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  mod  foldierlv  dif- 
pohtions,  and  vigoious  prepara¬ 
tions,  were  made  by  Brig.  Gen. 
St.  Leger,  for  the  defence  of  the 
different  pods;  which  were  fuffi- 
ciently  drong,  but  too  numerous 
and  extenfive  for  his  fmall  force. 
He  was  admirably  feconded  by  his 
officers;  and  the  merchants,  with 
the  mailers  and  crews  of  the  trad¬ 
ing  veffels,  all  went,  with  a  de¬ 
gree  of  alacrity  and  fpirit  which 
did  them  the  highed  honour,  to 
man  and  defend  their  refpeftive 
polls.  Thus,  every  Englifh,  and 
consequently  military  part  of  the 
ifland,  carried  the  appearance  of 
the  mod  determined  refiflance. 
The  natives  were  naturally  on  the 
fide  of  the  enemy. 

In  the  night,  the  French  troops 
took  a  mod  painful  and  toilfome 
march,  to  feize  the  drong  grounds 
about  Morne-Fortune,  which  was 
the  grand  or  principal  pod.  And 
on  the  fucceeding  day,  the  danger 
of  the  ifland  feemed  imminent  in¬ 
deed 
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deed  ;  for  it  was  invefted  by  a 
French  fleet  of  25  fail  of  the  line. 
Thefe  bore  down,  with  a  view  of 
anchoring  in  Grofs-Iflet  Bay;  but 
they  were  received  with  fo  Irvere 
and  well-directed  a  fire,  from  the 
batteries  on  Pigeon  Ifland,  that 
they  were  obliged  to  abandon 
their  defign,  and  to  retire,  with 
evident  marks  of  confufion  and 
difmay,  to  leeward.  The  Mar¬ 
quis  de  Bouille,  notwithllanding, 
continued  to  make  fuch  difpoii- 
tions,  as  indicated  a  determined 
defign  of  attacking  the  ftrong 
poll  of  the  Moi  ne  on  the  following 
day.  But  to  the  aflonifhment  of 
the  whole  ifland,  and  the  no  fmall 
difmay  of  the  French  natives,  he 
re-embarked  all  his  troops  in  the 

x 

night,  and  the  whole  fleet  was 
feen  Handing  over  to  Martinique 
in  the  morning. 

The  French  pretend  that  this 
was  only  a  feint,  intended  to  dif- 
guife  their  real  defign  upon  To¬ 
bago.  But  this  feems  calculated 
merely  to  cover  the  difgrace  of  an 
ineffeclual  attempt,  and  of  a  re¬ 
treat.  T  he  attempt  upon  St.  Lu¬ 
cia  was  likely  to  produce  a  directly 
contrary  effect  to  that  pretended, 
and  to  interrupt,  inltead  cf  fur- 
thering,  their  defigns  upon  To¬ 
bago.  It  was  to  be  expected  that 
the  firft  report  of  it  would  have 
drawn  Sir  George  Rodney  to 
that  quarter,  and  that  his  arrival 
would  have  been  about  the  time 
when  they  lead  wifhed  it  with 
refpedt  to  Tobago.  The  probabi¬ 
lity  feems  to  be,  that  the  French 
inhabitants,  in  their  eagernefs  to 
return  to  their  natural  govern¬ 
ment,  had  reprefented  things, 
with  refpeft  to  the  flrength  and 
/ituation  of  the  ifland,  to  be  worfe 
jthan  they  really  were,  and,  on 


the  other  hand,  that  the  fpirit  and 
vigour  difplaved  by  the  command¬ 
ing  officer  and  his  garrifon,  made 
them  appear  much  better.  Thus, 
meeting  with  a  countenance  and 
preparation  which  they  fo  little 
expefled,  it  is  very  probable,  that 
the  confideration  of  Tobago  might 
then  have  operated  with  no  fmall 
effect,  and  that  they  deemed  it 
prudent  not  to  wafte  their  force, 
where  the  refiftance  was  fo  deter¬ 
mined,  and  the  event  fo  doubt¬ 
ful,  while  they  had  a  greater,  and 
perhaps  lefs  difficult,  object  in 


view. 

On  the  very  day  that  Sir  George 
B.odney,  with  the  fleet,  arrived 
from  Antigua  at  Barbadoes,  a 
fmall  French  fquadron,  with  a 
confiderable  body  of  land  forces, 
under  the  conduct  of  M.  de  Blan- 
chelande,  late  governor  of  St. 
Vincent’s,  appeared  off  the  ifland 
of  Tobago.  Governor 
Fergufon  immediately  2^‘ 

difpatched  the  Rattfefnake,  which 
was  a  very  fwift  failer,  with  the 
intelligence  to  Sir  George  Rod¬ 
ney,  at  Barbadoes  ;  and  Captain 
Barnes  had  the  fortune  to  deliver 
the  difpatch,  at  twelve  o’clock 
on  the  night  of  the  26th.  It  is 
not  our  bulinefs  to  enter  any  far¬ 
ther  into  the  controverfy  which 
arofe  upon  this  fubjeel,  than 
merely  to  flate  the  fads  as  they 
appear.  The  commander  in  chief 
feems  to  have  conceived,  that  the 
force  cf  the  invaders  was  much 
lefs,  and  that  of  the  ifland  con- 
fiderably  greater,  than  they  really 
were.  Under  the  influence  of 
this  opinion,  the  commander  in 
chief  contented  himfelf  with  fend¬ 
ing  Admiral  Drake,  with  fix  fail 
of  the  line,  fome  frigates,  with  a 
regiment,  and  two  additional  com¬ 


panies. 
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panic?,  under  the  conduct  of  Gen. 
S-keene,  to  its  relief.  At  the  fame 
time,  fome  light  and  expeditious 
yeffels  were  difpatched,  to  give  the 
governor  notice  of  the  intended 
fuccour. 

As  the  commander  in  chief  had 
received  intelligence,  that  M.  de 
GrafTe,  with  his  whole  fleet,  had 
quitted  Fort  Royal,  and  were 
cruizing  between  the  Diamond 
Rock  and  St.  Lucia,  he  gave 
Mr.  Drake  notice  of  the  enemy’s 
fit  nation  ;  cautioning  him  at  the 
fame  time  to  be  upon  his  guard, 
and  by  no  means  to  rifque  an  en¬ 
gagement  with  a  fuperior  force; 
but  after  landing  the  forces  for  the 
relief  of  Tobago,  and  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  deftroy  the  fquadron  by 
which  it  was  in  veiled,  to  rejoin 
him  without  a  moment’s  lofs  of 
time. 

^  On  the  day  after  Drake’s 
‘  departure,  the  admiral  re¬ 
ceived  intelligence,  that  the 
French  fleet  had  been  feen  to  the 
windward  of  St.  Lucia,  and  were 
apparently  Handing-  towards  To¬ 
bago.  Upon  Admiral  Drake’s 
makinjr  the  ifland,  on  the  morn- 
in 2  of  the  20th,  he  di (covered 

O,  v 

the  enemy’s  fleet,  of  27  fail,  to 
leeward,  between  him  and  the 
land.  He,  however,  like  a  bold 
and  good  officer,  did  not  haul  his 
wind,  until  he  had  fully  explored 
their  nation  and  ftrength,  and 
faw  that  it  was  utterly  impoflible 
for  him  to  land  the  troops,  or  to 
afford  any  relief  whatever  to  the 
iff  and .  He  was  purfued  to  a  con- 
fiderable  di  fiance ;  while  the  gar- 
rifoni  and  inhabitants,  befides  the 
mortification  of  perceiving  that 
they  coaid  not  be  relieved,  were 
farther  eoipforted  with  a  report. 


that  the  whole  fquadron  and  rein¬ 
forcement  had  fallen  a  prey  to  the 
enemy. 

Admiral  Drake  difpatched  his 
fwifteft  frigates  to  inform  Sir 
George  Rodney  of  what  had  pa  ft, 
and  of  his  own  return  ;  and  ar¬ 
rived  in  fight  of  Carlifle  Bay  on 
the  2d  of  June;  the  fleet  did  not 
come  out  until  the  following  day. 
General  Vaughan  himfelf,  with, 
probably,  an  additional  reinforce-, 
ment  of  troops,  now  embarked  on 
board  the  fleet. 

Upon  their  arrival  off  Tobago, 
they  foon  received  intelligence  of 
the  lofs  of  the  ifland,  and  on  the 
following  day  were  in  fight  of  the 
French  fleet,  confiding  of  24  fail 
of  the  line.  The  Britifh  amount¬ 
ed  either  to  20,  or  21  ;  for  the  ac¬ 
counts  vary  in  that  degree.  Not- 
withftanding  this  difparity,  never 
were  fhips  cleared  with  more  ala¬ 
crity  for  action,  nor  a  greater  diF- 
pofnion  fhewn  to  it,  both  by  of¬ 
ficers  and  private  feamen,  than  was 
now  done.  As  the  enemy  were 
to  leeward,  and  feerned  more  dif- 
pofed  to  feek  than  to  fhun  an  ac¬ 
tion,  the  option  feerned  to  lie  on 
our  fide.  It  is  probable,  that  the 
lofs  of  the  ifland  operated  in  de¬ 
terring  the  Britifh  commander  in 
chief  from  hazarding  an  adtion 
again  ft  a  fuperior  force,  when  the 
great  object  of  fuch  a  rifque  was 
then  no  more. 

Sir  George  Rodney,  in  his  pub¬ 
lic  difpatches,  fee  ms  to  think  that 
the  enemy’s  defign  was  to  en¬ 
tangle  him  in  the  night  among  the 
Granadillas,  and  by  decoying  him 
among  certain  currents  which 
would  have  carried  him  far  to 
leeward,  thereby  gain  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  reducing  the  valuable 
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illdnd  of  Bnrbadoes,  without  the 
poffibility  of  his  being  able  to  ar¬ 
rive  in  time  to  its  fuccour. 

During  thefe  tranfadlions  at  fea, 
the  French  met  with  more  trouble 
and  difficulty  in  the  redu&ion  of  the 
ifland,  than  they  could  have  ex¬ 
pected.  After  failing  in  their  at¬ 
tempts  on  the  fi rib  day,  they  made 
their  landing  good  in  Courland 
Bay,  on  the  morning  of  the  24th, 
Their  force  was  eftimated  at  be¬ 
tween  two  and  three  thoufand 
men  ;  whilit,  according  to  the 
governor’s  public  account,  the 
whole  of  that  for  the  defence  of 
the  i Hand  of  Tobago,  including 
regulars,  militia,  and  Teamen, 
amounted  only  to  427  whites,  of 
all  forts,  who  held  arms  in  their 
hands;  but  to  thefe  were  added  a 
fmall  party  of  forty  armed  ne¬ 
groes,  who  behaved  with  un¬ 
daunted  courage  in  fome  defperate 
fervice. 

After  fome  emulation  about 
polls,  and  attempts  to  impede 
the  progrefs  of  the  enemy.  Gov. 
Fergufon,  with  the  troops  and 
militia,  retired  to  a  poll  called 
Concordia:  which  is  a  naturally 
ftrong  high  ground,  that  com¬ 
mands  a  view  of  both  (ides  of  the 
3 flan d  ;  a  circumdance  which 
made  it  particularly  interefling  to 
the  defendants.  There  they  were 
invefted,  as  clofely  as  the  nature 
and  difficulty  of  the  ground  would 
admit;  M.  de  Blanchelande  hav¬ 
ing  in  vain  endeavoured  to  terrify 
the  militia  into  a  defertion  of  their 
arms,  by  threatning  plunder  and 
confiscation  to  their  plantations,  if 
they  did  not  return  within  a  fhort 
given  time  to  them. 

-  The  i'pirit  and  patriotifrn  (hewn 
by  the  planters  in  general  during 
Vol.  XXIV. 
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this  unequal  conted  is  highly  de- 
ferving  of  praife;  but  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  inllances  of  magnanimity 
afforded  by  individuals,  claims 
particular  notice.  On  the  firft 
advance  of  the  enemy,  and  dif- 
pute  about  polls,  Mr.  Collow,  ge- 
neroully  propofed  to  the  governor, 
to  fet  fire  to  his  own  canes,  in 
order  to  didrefs  them  on  their 
march,  and  to  impede  their  pro¬ 
grefs  through  a  fall  and  narrow 
country.  During  the  fiege  of 
Concordia,  Mr.  Law,  under- 
llanding  that  the  governor  was 
unwilling  to  deilroy  his  dwelling 
houfe  and  the  adjoining  build¬ 
ings,  although  they  afforded  fome 
cover  to  the  enemy,  not  only  made 
the  propofal  himfelf  to  burn  them, 
but  carried  it  inllantly  into  exe¬ 
cution  under  their  fire,  being  af- 
filled  only  by  his  own  negroes, 
who  fuffered  not  a  little  in  the 
conflict.  And  when  the  garrifon 
were  retired  to  their  laft  fall- 
nefs,  the  way  to  which  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  narrow,  difficult,  and 
utterly  unknown  to  the  enemy, 
neither  the  threats  of  immediate 
dedruclion  to  his  property,  nor 
of  inllant  death  to  himfelf,  could 
in  anv  degree  bend  his  mind  to 
the  talk,  of  conducing  the  French 
army  againft  his  friends. 

The  fiege  of  Concordia,  if  fuch 
may  be  called  the  attack  on  an 
open  hill,  where  the  garrifon  had 
no  cover  or  fhelter  from  the  wea¬ 
ther,  continued  from  the  25th  of 
May,  until  the  morning  of  the 
ill  of  June.  During  the  greater 
part  of  that  time,  the  governor 
and  garrifon  were  buoyed  up  by 
the  hope,  and  impatiently  ex¬ 
pelled  the  arrival,  of  that  fuc¬ 
cour,  on  which  their  prefervation 
[//]  feemed 


1 14]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1781. 


feemed  to  depend.  We  have  al¬ 
ready  feen  that  they  were  difap- 
pointed. 

The  whole  French  fleet,  with 
the  Marquis  de  Bouille,  and  a 
Urong  reinforcement  of  troops^ 
from  Martinique,  had  arrived  off 
the  illand  before  the  Englifh  fuc- 
cours  ;  and  Admiral  Drake  s  let¬ 
ter,  which  was  received  in  the 
morning  of  the  30th,  and  an¬ 
nounced  his  bringing  528  land 
forces  to  their  relief,  was  accom¬ 
panied  with,  or  fpeedily  followed 
by  intelligence,  that  he  had  fallen 
in  with,  and  was  therefore  moft 
probably  taken  by  the  enemy. 
The  Marquis  de  Bouille,  with  his 
forces,  were  landed  on  that  even¬ 
ing ;  and  on  the  following  day 
joined  thofe  before  Concordia. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  French 
had  taken  pofieffion  of  feveral  of 
the  neighbouring  hills,  fome  of 
which  overlooked  that  place,  and 
of  other  near  and  advantageous 
pods  and  approaches,  vvhich  led 
to  their  defign  of  carrying  it  by 
jftorm  in  the  night ;  a  meafure 
which  they  had  already  tried,  but 
had  failed  through  the  error  of  their 
guides,  in  miffing  the  right  path  in 
the  dark.  Under  a  knowledge  of 
all  thefe  circumftances,  a  council  of 
war  was  called  in  the  garrifon,  and 
the  engineers  being  of  opinion  that 
the  place  was  no  longer  tenable 
againft  fo  fuperior  a  force,  it  was 
unanimoufly  determined  to  retreat 
to  a  poll  on  the  Main  Ridge,  where 
a  few  huts  had  been  built,  and 
fome  provifions  and  ammunition 
previously  lodged  for  the  purpofe. 
The  retreat  was  foweil  conducted, 
that  the  place  was  evacuated  at 
one  in  the  morning  of  the  fir  it  of 
June,  and  notwithftanding  the 


nearnefs  of  the  enemy,  the  Mar-' 
quis  de  Bouille  fent  a  Bag  after 
day  break  to  fummon  the  gar¬ 
rifon. 

But  the  patience  and  conftancy 
of  the  militia,  and  even  of  the 
regular  forces,  began  now  to  be 
exhaufted.  Fretted  by  long  ex¬ 
pectation,  vexed  by  continued  dif- 
appointment,  worn  down  by  fa¬ 
tigue,  hardfhip,  and  the  incle¬ 
mency  of  the  climate,  the  former 
beheld  their  whole  prefent  and 
future  profperity  at  the  brink  of 
ruin  ;  they  felt  that  their  ob- 
llinacy  would  render  the  deftruc- 
tion  inevitable,  whilfi  they  could 
not  found  a  hope  in  favour  of  far¬ 
ther  exertion  ;  they  confidered 
that  their  provifions  would  be 
exhausted  in  a  few  days,  which 
would  render  their  laft  ftrong  hold 
of  no  longer  avail  j  and  all  ideas 
of  relief,  if  not  quite  erafed,  were 
now  grown  fo  faint  as  to  be  fcarce- 
ly  perceptible. 

The  meafures  purfued  by  the 
Marquis  de  Bouille,  could  not 
but  llrengthen  thefe  difpofitions. 
Enraged  at  the  efcape  of  an  ene¬ 
my  whom  he  had  considered  as  in 
his  hands ;  and  Bill  more  provoked 
through  the  apprehenfion  of  the 
war  being  protraCled,  from  that 
enemy’s  getting  into  a  difficult 
country,  and  an  impracticable  poit, 
thefe  circumftances  occafioned  his 
departing  from  thofe  principles  of 
lenity  which  had  hitherto  fo  much 
diflinguifhed  his  conduCl.  To  the 
operation  of  thefe  circumftances 
may  be  added,  as  not  leaft,  or 
weakeft,  his  open  and  avowed  re- 
fentment  for  the  late  tranfaCtions 
at  St.  Euitatius ;  having  made 
himfelf  a  direCl  party  in  that  bu* 
ftnefs  by  his  fruitlefs  interpofition. 
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in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
by  a  correfpondence  of  mutual  ir¬ 
ritation  and  defiance  on  the  fub- 

jeft. 

The  marquis  accordingly  pur- 
fued  the  garrifon  with  the  utmoft 
eagernefs  ;  but  finding  his  troops 
overcome  by  the  heat,  while  the  fu¬ 
gitives  were  hill  four  miles  ahead 
of  him,  and  that  he  could  not  even 
procure  any  perfon  who  would 
conduct  his  army  thro’  the  ftrong 
country  and  intricate  ways  which 
they  had  to  pafs,  he  determined  to 
make  terror  unite  with  force  in  the 
fhortening  of  a  bufinefs,  which 
was  likely  otherwife  not  only  to 
become  troublefome  and  tedious, 
but  might  in  the  iffue  obllrudl 
thofe  great  objedls  which  the  fleet 
had  hill  in  view.  He  according¬ 
ly  ordered  two  capital  plantations, 
which  were  at  hand,  to  be  re¬ 
duced  to  alhes  ;  and  finding  their 
deltrudlion  did  not  produce  the 
defired  eftedl,  he  ordered  that  four 
more  Ihould  meet  with  a  fimilar 
fate  at  the  commencement  of  every 
four  hours,  until  the  ifland  was 
laid  wafte,  or  that  a  furrender 
fhould  be  made. 

The  garrifon  had  halted  at  a 
place  called  Caledonia,  which  lies 
about  the  center  of  the  ifland. 
From  thence,  acrofs  the  Main 
Ridge  to  the  north  fide,  is  a  road 
or  path,  fix  miles  long,  and  fo 
narrow,  that  two  men  cannot 
walk  abrealt.  It  is  evident,  that 
a  few  men  might  defend  this  long 
and  narrow  pafs  againft,  almoft, 
any  force  ;  and  at  its  farther  end 
was  the  poll:  which  we  have  men¬ 
tioned,  where  the  huts  were  con- 
ltruded,  and  the  provifions  lodged, 
as  the  laft  refort.  Whilft  the  for¬ 
ces  relied  at  Caledonia,  the  go¬ 
vernor,  with  the  engineers,  pulh- 
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ed  on  to  the  huts,  in  order  to 
make  fuch  preparations  as  were 
necelTary  for  their  reception  and 
difpofition. 

During  his  abfence,  the  plan¬ 
tations  were  fet  on  fire,  and  the 
threats  held  out  which  we  have 
mentioned.  Some  account  of 
thefe  tranfa&ions  brought  the 
governer  hailily  back  ;  but  he 
found  the  face  of  affairs  totally 
changed  upon  his  return.  The 
militia,  before  fo  refolute  and  de¬ 
termined,  now  abfolutely  refufed 
to  hold  out  any  longer.  All  his 
remonllrances  were  in  vain.  The 
defpair  of  relief,  and  the  fight, 
or  the  immediate  apprehenfion  of 
feeing  their  efiates  in  flames,  made 
them  deaf  to  every  thing.  Ic 
would  feem,  though  it  does  not 
abfolutely  appear,  that  a  treaty 
was  already  opened,  and  perhaps 
far  advanced,  with  the  Marquis 
de  Bouille  ;  and  it  is  evident,  that 
the  regular  forces  were  no  more 
difpofed  than  the  inhabitants  to 
meet  the  ideas  of  the  governor, 
in  protra&ing  a  defperate  defence 
to  the  laft  pollible  moment,  and 
that  too  at  the  price  of  irretrievable 
delfru&ion  to  the  whole  ifland. 
The  governor  reprefents,  that  the 
commanding  officer  accordingly  re¬ 
fufed  to  obey  his  orders  in  taking 
poffeffion  of  the  pafs  which  led  to 
the  huts;  and  that  the  regular  forces 
determined  to  capitulate  without 
his  confent. 

The  governor,  at  firft,  refufed 
to  have  any  ffiare  in  the  capitula¬ 
tion  ;  but  finding  that  the  current 
was  too  ftrong  to  be  by  any  means 
refilled,  and  confidering  that  th? 
people,  in  the  prefent  Hate  of  ap¬ 
prehenfion,  hurry,  and  danger, 
were  liable  to  agree  hailily  to 
worfe  terms  than  might  otfierwife 
[BJ  2  be 
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be  obtained,  he  at  length  acceded. 
The  conditions  were  exceedingly 
favourable  and  advantageous  to 
the  ifland.  Thofe  of  Dominique 
were  laid  as  the  ground -work  by 
the  governor  ;  and  though  they 
differed  in  fome  things,  the  in¬ 
habitants  thought  the  prefent, 
upon  the  whole,  to  be  more  fa¬ 
vourable.  The  French  hoaft 
highly  in  their  accounts,  of  the 
generofity  of  their  commanders ; 
who  inftead  of  being  irritated  by 
the  difficulties  of  the  conqueft, 
and  the  extreme  perfeverence  of 
the  inhabitants,  who  had  thereby 
fubje&ed  all  their  property  to  the 
fate  of  war,  were,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  charmed  with  fuch  courage 
and  fidelity ;  and  in  thofe  gene¬ 
rous  fentiments  granted  the  mod: 
liberal  conditions.  A  condud, 
they  fay,  which  affords  a  noble 
example  for  all  fuccefsful  com¬ 
manders  ;  as  it  will  ftand  an  eter¬ 
nal  reproach  to  their  enemies, 
who  have  divefted  themfelves  of 
every  principle  of  benevolence  and 
juftice. 

The  feafon  was  now  far  ad¬ 
vanced  ;  the  French  had  done 
their  bufinefs  in  the  Weft  Indies 
with  equal  fuccefs  and  eclat;  but 
the  great  objed  of  the  campaign 
was  ftili  to  be  purfued,  on  the 
coafts  of  North  America.  M.  de 
Graffe  accordingly  departed  with 
his  whole  fleet  and  a  large  convoy, 
from  Fort  Royal  Bay  in  Marti¬ 
nique,  on  the  5 th  of  July,  and 
arrived  at  Cape  Francois,  in  Hif- 
paniola,  or  St.  Domingo,  by  the 
middle  of  the  month  ;  where  he 
was  reinforced  by  five  fail  of  the 
line.  In  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  following 
month  he  failed  from  the  Cape 
with  a  prodigious  convoy ;  which 


Aug.  5  th 


having  feen  out  of  danger,  and 
touched  at  the  Havannah  for  mo¬ 
ney,  he  then  directed  his  courfe, 
with  28  fail  of  the  line,  and  fe~ 
veral  frigates,  for  the  Cliefapeak; 
where  he  arrived  by  the  end  of  the 
month. 

The  naval  operations  of  this 
time  mav  be  confidered  as  the 

J 

great  hinges,  upon  which  the 
whole  fortune  of  the  war,  at  leaft 
in  America,  was  to  turn.  It  is 
not  therefore  a  wonder,  that  hot 
and  violent  altercations  arofe  up¬ 
on  the  condudt  of  the  naval  cam¬ 
paign  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  its 
fubfequent  effedt  upon  the  fate  of 
North  America.  Thefe  matters 
are  in  the  end  to  be  determined 
by  opinion  ;  and  as  they  rely  too 
upon  fads  varioufly  ftated  and  re- 
prefented,  an  hiftorian,  fo  near 
the  time,  whilft  heats  fubfift,  and 
the  true  ftate  of  evidence  cannot 
be  fufficiently  afcertained,  finds  it 
difficult  to  determine  any  thing 
concerning  them.  We  can,  there¬ 
fore,  only  reprefent  the  argu¬ 
ments  of  the  different  fides  in 
this  difcuflion  — —  Thofe  who  at¬ 
tacked  the  conduct  of  that  cam-  x 
paign  faid,  that  the  Britifh  com¬ 
mander  had  pretty  ftrongly  pledg¬ 
ed  himfelf  in  his  public  account 
of  the  lofs  of  Tobago,  that  M. 
de  Graffe  fhould  not  have  much 
to  boaft  of  at  the  end  of  the  cam¬ 
paign.  But,  fay  they,  did  the 
proceeding  of  M.  de  Graffe,  witl^ 
fo  little  interruption,  firft  to  lee¬ 
ward,  through  the  whole  extent 

^  O 

of  the  Weft-India  fe as,  and  quite 
round  to  the  Bay  of  Chefapeak,  ; 
fupport  that  promife  ?  Had,  fay 
they.  Sir  George  Rodney  dire&ly 
purfued  the  enemy  with  his  whole 
fleet,  only  touching  at  Jamaica  to 
be  reinforced  by  Sir  Peter  Parker, 

the 
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t.he  fquadron  already  at  New 
York  would  have  given  him  fo 
decided  a  fuperiority,  that  De 
Grafle  muH  either  have  relin- 
quifhed  his  defign,  abandoned 
the  coalls  of  North  America,  and 
thereby  defeated  the  whole  icheme 
and  hope  of  the  campaign,  or 
otherwife  have  fallen  a  victim  to 
his  own  temerity.  The  leaif  for¬ 
tunate  of  thefe  events,  they  fay, 
would,  in  a  great  meafure,  have 
changed  the  nature  and  fortune  of 
the  war  ;  but  the  other  would  have 
done  it  entirely, 

Inflead,  they  added,  of  pur- 
fuing  thefe  vigorous  and  happy 
meafures,  the  admiral  abandoned 
his  charge  at  the  mofl  critical  pe¬ 
riod,  that  had  been,  or  could  have 
been,  in  this  or  any  war;  and  at 
the  fame  time  brought  away  the 
belt  (hip  in  the  fleet  from  the  feene 
of  action  and  fervice,  merely  for 
the  conveyance  of  his  own  perfon 
to  England.  But  this  was  but  a 
trifle,  they  fay,  compared  wdth 
the  confequences  of  the  arrange¬ 
ment  and  difpofition  of  the  fleet 
which  he  made  before  his  de¬ 
parture. — That  he  frittered  away 
its  force  into  fmall  parts  without 
an  object.  That,  inflead  of  draw¬ 
ing  any  flrength  from  Jamaica  to 
affifl  in  counteracting  the  grand 
defign  of  the  enemy,  he  feni  three 
fhips  of  the  line  there,  at  a  time 
when  they  could  not  be  wanted  ; 
and  left  others  in  the  Leeward 
lflands,  where  they  had  no  lon¬ 
ger  an  enemy  to  encounter;  the 
French  not  having  left  a  fingle 
flip  of  the  line  in  ail  that  quarter. 
That  even  the  fending  of  a  con¬ 
voy  to  Europe,  in  fo  critical  a 
feafon  of  emergency  and  danger, 
was  a  meafure  which  fhould  have 
been  deferred,  until  the  great  ob¬ 


jects  of  the  campaign  were  deci¬ 
ded.  And  that  thefe  various  errors, 
which  were  finally  concluded  and 
wound  up  by  the  fending  of  Sir 
Samuel  Hood,  with  a  force  totally 
inadequate,  to  oppofe  De  Grafl'e 
at  the  Chefapeak,  opened  the  way, 
and  led  direCtly  to,  that  fatal  cataf- 
trophe,  which  loon  fucceeded  in 
Virginia. 

On  the  other  fide  it  has  been 
anfwered,  that  the  admiral’s  Hate 
of  health,  rendered  his  return  to 
England  a  matter  of  neceflity. 
But  that  if  no  fuch  neceflity  ex¬ 
ited,  the  expedition  to  the  Che¬ 
fapeak,  or  any  other,  could  not 
have  been  committed  to  a  braver 
or  better  officer,  than  to  Sir  Sa¬ 
muel  Hood:  a  man,  who  the  ad¬ 
miral  could  not  hold  himfelf  fu- 
perior  to  in  any  refpeCL  Thar, 
although  the  Cambridge  was  un¬ 
doubtedly  a  prime  lhip,  and  a  ca¬ 
pital  failor,  yet,  that  fome  part 
of  the  iron  work  of  her  rudder 
had  been  fo  much  worn,  that  its 
repair  was  indifpenfible  before  fhe 
proceeded  upon  farther  fervice. 
That  confidering  the  great  con¬ 
voy  which  De  Gralfe  had  under 
his  charge,  the  feafon  of  the 
year,  and  the  crazy  Hate  of  many 
of  his  fhips,  it  was  not  to  be  ex- 
peCled  0/  fuppofed,  but  that  be 
would  have  fent  the  greater  part 
of  his  fleet  along  with  the  mer¬ 
chantmen  to  France,  and  it  was 
fairly  to  be  prefumed,  that  he 
would  only  have  retained  thofe 
which  were  in  condition  to  un¬ 
dergo  the  American  fervice.  But 
that  independent  of  that  circum- 
flance.  Hood’s  force  was  tanta¬ 
mount  to  its  purpofes  ;  and  that 
was  all  a  commander  in  chief  had 
to  confidcr.  For  if  Admiral 
Graves  had  kept  his  fquadron  en- 
[H]  3  tire. 
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tire,  and  had  met  Hood,  as  was 
expedled,  at  the  Chefapeak,  they 
would  not  only  have  been  in  pof- 
feffion  before  De  Graffe’s  arrival, 
but  they  would  have  encountered 
him  with  a  fufficient  force,  along 
with  great  advantages  of  fitua- 
tion.  But  by  his  fruitlefs  and 
unfortunate  cruize  before  Bofton, 
he  not  only  miffed  the  proper  time 
of  joining,  but  his  force  was  im¬ 
paired  and  weakened  by  the  bad 
weather  which  he  met ;  fo  that  it 
was  the  lack  of  the  fhips  which, 
upon  that  account,  were  left  be¬ 
lli  nd  at  New  York  to  repair,  that 
afforded  a  fuperiority  to  De  Graffe 


in  the  fubfequent  engagement,  and 
not  any  defedl  on  Sir  Samuel 
Hood’s  fde.  It  indeed  now  ap¬ 
peared,  that  no  timely  notice  had 
been  received  at  New  York,  ei¬ 
ther  of  De  Graffe’s  motions,  or 
of  Hood’s  deftination  to  the  Che- 
fapeak.  But  if  the  exprcffes  which 
Sir  George  Rodney  had  difpatched 
for  that  purpofe,  were  taken  by  the 
enemy,  or  otherwife  detained,  it 
was  no  fault  on  his  fide  ;  it  was  a 
jnisfortune  to  be  regretted  ;  but 
which  could  neither  have  been  ab- 
folutely  forefeen,  nor  prevented  if 
it  could* 


CHAP.  VII. 

Lord  Cornwallis's  progrefs  in  Virginia.  Paffes  the  River  James,  and  the 
South  Anna .  Parties  detached  to  Jcour  the  interior  country.  Anns  and 
fiores  dejlroyed .  Army  falls  hack  towards  the  fea.  Rear  attacked  on  the 
march  to  Wuliamfiurg.  Action  previous  to  pajfing  the  River  James , 
Lord  Cornwallis  fortifies  the  pofis  of  York  Town ,  and  Gloucefter  Point. 
Tranf actions  on  the  fide  of  New  York.  Junction  of  the  American  army 
under  Gen.  Wafhington ,  and  the  French  forces  under  the  Count  de  Ro - 
chamheau ,  on  the  White  Plains.  Appearances  of  an  attack  on  New 
York ,  Staten  IjlanU,  and  Sandy  Hook .  Combined  army  fuddenly  march 

to  the  Delaware ,  which  they  pafs  at  Trenton ,  and  continuing  their 
courfe  through  Philadelphia ,,  arrived  at  the  head  of  Elk .  Expedition , 
under  the  conduct  of  Gen.  Arnold ,  to  New  London.  Defperate  defence 
made  at  Fort  Grifwold ,  which  is  taken  by  form ,  with  confderable  lofs. 
New  London  burnt.  Great  lofs  Jufiained  by  the  Americans ,  in  the  de~ 
firutiion  of  naval  fiores  and  merchandise.  Sir  Samuel  Hood  arrives  of' 
the  Chef  apeak  ;  and  not  meeting  the  fquadron  from  New  York ,  proceeds 
to  Sandy  Hook.  M.  de  Barras  fails  from  Rhode  Ifiand  to  join  the  Count 
de  Graffe.  Admiral  Graves  departs  from  New  York.  M.  de  Graffe 
arrives  from  the  Weft  Indies  in  the  Chej apeak.  Engagement  between  the 
Brit  ijh  and  French  fleets.  Lord  Cornwallis's  army  clo fly  blocked  up  on 
toe  fide  ofi  the  Chef  apeak.  The  combined  army  are  conveyed  by  water 
from  Baltimore ,  and  join  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette's  forces  at  Wil- 
liamjburg .  Pofis  at  York  and  Gloucefter  clofely  invefied.  Siege  regu¬ 
larly  formed ,  and  trenches  opened  by  the  enemy.  Reflation  'of  a  council 
of  war  at  New  York ,  to  ufe  every  exertion  of  the  feet  and  army  for  the 
fuccour  of  the  forces  in  Virginia.  Unavoidable  delay  in  refitting  the 
fleet.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  embarks ,  with  7000  land  forces,  on  board  the 

men 
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vun  of  war.  Do  fences  of  Tori  Town  ruined,  and  the  batteries  filev.ced, 

bf  the  fuperior  weight  of  the  enemy's  artillery.  Take  two  redoubts  and 
complete  their  fecond  parallel.  Succefsfulfally.  The  pofi  being  no  longer 
tenable.  Lord  Cornwallis  attempts  to  pafs  the  troops  over  to  Ghueefte, 
Point  in  the  night,  but  the  defign  is  fruft rated  byajuddenftmm.  He 
obliged  to  enter  into  a  capitulation  with  Gen.  Washington.  Conditions. 
The  Britijh  fleet  and  army  arrive  off  the  Chef  apeak,  five  day s  af  er  , 


furrender. 

WE  are  now  to  purfue  the 
courfe  of  events  and  ac¬ 
tion,  from  the  Weft  Indies  to  the 
coafts  of  North  America.  Lord 
Cornwallis,  upon  taking  the  com¬ 
mand  in  Virginia,  found  the  ene¬ 
my  in  no  condition  to  oppofe  him 
with  any  degree  of  effect ;  and  the 
people  being  at  mercy  in  that  open 
country,  numbers  came  in  daily, 
both  to  his  own  immediate  army, 
and  to  the  corps  which  he  placed 
under  the  conduct  of  Gen.  Leflie 
at  Portfmouth,  in  order  to  give  in 
their  paroles,  and  to  receive  pro¬ 
tections.  He  fir  ft  advanced  from 
Peterfburgh,  on  the  Appomatox, 
to  the  River  James,  which  he 
paffed  at  Weftover,  and  thence 
marching  through  Hanovei  coun¬ 
tv,  croffed  the  South  Anna,  or 
Pamonky  River;  the  Marquis  de 
la  Fayette  conftantly  following  his 
motions,  but  at  a  guarded  diitance, 
in  every  part  of  his  progreL. 

From  the  South  Anna,  he  oif- 
patched  the  Colonels  Tarleton  and 
Simcoe,  with  feparate  detach¬ 
ments,  to  fcour  the  interior  coun¬ 
try.  As  rhey  penetrated  into  the 
inmoft  receffes,  vvhich  had  hi¬ 
therto  been  free  from  fpoil,  they 
were  enabled  to  do  great  mifehief 
to  the  Americans.  Befides  de- 
jftroying  feveral  thoufand  ftand  of 
arms  which  were  under  repair, 
with  large  quantities  of  gun¬ 
powder,  fait,  harnefs,  and  other 
matters,  which  were  either  de- 


figned  for,  or  capable  of  being 
applied  to  military  fervices,  they 
were  very  near  falling  upon  the 
Baron  de  Steuben,  who  with  800 
men  was  polled  at  a  place  called, 
the  Point  of  Fork;  and  who  with 
difficulty  faved  his  rear  from  being 
cut  off. 

Upon  the  return  of  thefe  de¬ 
tachments,  Lord  Cornwallis  fell 
back  with  the  army  to  Richmond, 
on  the  River  James;  and  after¬ 
wards,  moving  ftill  nearer  to  the 
fea,  paffed  the  Chickahominy,  and 
towards  the  latter  end  of  June  ar¬ 
rived  at  Williamfburg,  the  capital 
of  Virginia,  which  lies  fomething 
about  mid-way  between  the  great 
rivers  of  York  and  James.  In  the 
courfe  of  the  march,  befides  ar¬ 
ticles  fimilar  to  thofe  which  we 
have  already  fpecified,  above  2000 
hoglheads  of  tobacco,  with  fome 
brafs,  and  a  great  number  of  iron 
ordnance,  were  deftroyed ;  and  a 
few  of  the  moft  valuable  of  the 
former,  with  a  quantity  of  fhot 
and  ffiells,  brought  off.  On  their 
approach  to  Williamfburgh,  Sim- 
coe’s  corps,  which  brought  up  the 
rear,  were  purfued,  and  warmly 
attacked  by  a  fuperior  force  of  the 
enemy  ;  but  alter  a  bulk  action, 
the  affailants  were  repulfed ;  each 
fide  boafting  the  greater  lofs  At¬ 
tained  by  the  other,  as  well  as  the 
fuperiority  ot  its  force. 

The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  be» 
inn-  now  ftrongly  reinforced  bv  the 
[if  +  amval 
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arrival  of  General  Wayne,  with 
the  Penfylvania  fuccours,  and  hill 
farther  by  the  j  undiion  of  the  Ba¬ 
ron  de  Steuben’s  troops,  as  well  as 
of  fuch  militia  as  Virginia  herfeif 
was  by  this  time  able  to  arm  and 
affemble,  the  enemy  were  become 
fo  powerful*)  as  to  rehrain  all  di- 
hant  operations  on  the  Britifh  fide, 
and  even  to  render  the  collective 
movements  of  the  army  a  matter 
of  guarded  caution.  Lord  Corn* 
wallis  was  now  likewife  to  look  to 
the  ultimate  objedt  of  the  cam¬ 
paign,  which  was  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  a  hrong  poll  and  place  of" 
arms,  that  by  embracing  fome 
good  harbour,  or  commanding  one 
of  the  great  navigable  rivers, 
ihould  equally  facilitate  the  fu¬ 
ture  operations  by  fea  and  land. 
We  have  formerly  feen,  that  in 
one  of  the  earliek  expeditions  to 
the  Chefapeak,  Portfmouth  had 
been  hrongly  recommended,  and 
unwillingly  quitted  by  the  com¬ 
manders  then  on  that  fervice,  as  a 
poft  eminently  calculated  for  main¬ 
taining  by  land  a  k;ndof  warfare, 
at  once  defenfive  on  their  part,  and 
extremely  dihrefiing  to  the  pro¬ 
vince,  and  at  the  fame  time  for 
affording  fuch  a  ftation  to  the  Bri¬ 
tifh  fleets  and  cruizers,  as  would 
render  them  entirely  makers  of 
that  great  bay.  A  meafur'e  which 
it  was  expected  would  annihilate 
its  foreign  and  domehic  com¬ 
merce,  in  a  great  meafure  cut  off 
the  communication  between  the 
furrounding  provinces,  and  lay 
them  open  to  continual  defcent 
and  invafion,  in  their  mok  un¬ 
guarded  parts.  All  ideas  at  that 
time,  of  the  utility  of  fuch  a  pok, 
were  indeed  founded  on  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  a  conkant  naval  fupe- 
nority  for  its  protection,  as  well 


as  of  its  being  defenfible  by  a  mo¬ 
derate  force  on  the  land  ficfe. 

This  meafure  of  ekablifhing  a 
permanent  pok,  in  a  good  fitua- 
tion  for  naval  enterprize,  in  Vir¬ 
ginia,  had  for  fome  time  become 
a  very  favourite  object  with  the 
minikers  at  home  ;  and  feerns, 
from  thence,  to  have  been  at  length 
adopted  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 
It  is  however  to  be  obferved,  that 
the  victory  at  Guildford,  Gen. 
Arnold’s  uninterrupted  progrefs, 
together  with  the  reinforcements 
which  had,  this  year,  been  fent 
from  Europe  to  New  York,  had 
excited  a  full  expectation  at  home, 
that  the  prefen t  campaign  would 
have  been  decifive  with  refpect  to 
the  fubjugation  of  the  more  fou- 
thern  colonies.  It  was  accordingly 
urged,  that  the  war  in  Virginia 
kiould  be  profecuted  with  every 
poffible  degree  of  exertion,  as 
well  for  the  purpofe  of  fecuring 
the  Carolinas,  as  with  a  view  to 
the  intrinfic  value  and  importance 
of  that  province. 

It  does  not  feem,  that  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  in  New  York, 
and  Lord  Cornwallis,  entirely  co¬ 
incided  in  opinion,  with  refpeCt 
to  the  mode  .  of  conducing  the 
war  in  Virginia.  The  former, 
under  an  expe&ation  of  being 
himfeif  attacked  by  the  combined 
forces  of  America  and  France, 
wifhed  to  recall  a  confiderable  part 
cf  the  troops  for  the  fecurity  of 
New  York,  and  only  to  leave  fuch 
a  number  on  that  fervice,  as  would 
be  neceffary  for  the  maintenance 
of  fuch  a  poll  as  we  have  men¬ 
tioned.  On  the  other  hand,  Lord 
Cornwallis,  who  formed  his  judg¬ 
ment  on  the  fpot,  feerns  to  have 
been  of  opinion,  that  nothing  lefs 
than  an  offensive  war,  could  an- 
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Aver  any  effectual  purpofe  in  Vir¬ 
ginia  ;  and  that  a  confiderable 
army  would  be  necefTary  for  that 
end  ;  as  an  infurficient  force,  how¬ 
ever  fuccelsful  in  the  beginning, 
would,  in  his  judgment,  at  length 
be  overborne.  He  likewife  held, 
that  the  reduction  of  that  province 
was  efTential,  both  to  the  fubju- 
gation,  and  the  retention  oi  the 
Carolinas.  But  as  his  whole  force, 
without  any  redudlion,  was  utterly 
unequal  to  that  purpoie,  ana  that 
he  likewife  feems  to  have  placed 
no  great  trull  in  the  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  the  eflablilhment 
of  the  propofed  pod,  it  became 
evident  that  he  felt  his  fituation 
very  uneafy  and  difagreeable,  not 
only  with  regard  to  the  difficulties 
which  he  forefaw  in  the  fervice, 
but  with  refpcd  to  the  weight  of 
refponfibility  to  which  he  would 
be  liable. 

He  therefore  wifhed  much  to 
return  to  his  command  in  South 
Carolina,  where  the  iilnefs  of 
Lord  Rawdon  rendered  his  pre¬ 
fence  highly  necefTary.  This, 
however,  could  not  be  complied 
with  ;  the  commander  in  chief 
probably  thinking  it  too  hazard¬ 
ous  to  quit  New  York  himfelf  in 
the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs,  and 
perhaps  judging,  that  the  fervice 
in  Virginia  would  require  all 
the  abilities  of  the  prefent  com¬ 
mander. 

Upon  a  perfonsl  examination  of 
Portfmouth,  with  a  view  to  the 
intended  pod.  Lord  Cornwallis 
found  it  totally  incompetent  to  the 
purpofe;  for  befides  the  fituation 
being  exceedingly  unhealthy,  and 
that  it  would  require  little  lefs 
than  an  army  for  its  defence,  it 
was  incapable  of  receiving  (hips 
of  the  line,  whofe  protection,  if 
lieceffury,  and  a  fecure  dation  at 
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all  times,  were  the  principal  ob¬ 
jects  of  the  defign.  Point  Com¬ 
fort,  which  had  likewife  been  pro¬ 
pofed,  was  found  no  lefs  incapable 
or  defeClive  ;  and  the  polls  of 
York  Town,  on  the  river  of  the 
fame  name,  with  Gloucefter  Point, 
on  the  oppolite  fide,  afforded  the 
only  remaining  choice.  Thefe, 
however,  required  the  whole  force 
which  Lord  Cornwallis  poffefTed 
to  render  them  effective;  and  Sir 
Henry  Ciinton,  upon  that  infor¬ 
mation,  at  length  relinquifhed  the 
defign  of  recalling  any  part  of  the 
troops.  The  uncertainty,  how¬ 
ever,  upon  this  point,  feems  to 
have  confiderably  delayed  the  con- 
llruClion  of  the  works  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  thofe  pofts. 

The  hot  and  fickly  feafon,  which 
was  now  for  a  time  to  reilrain  al! 
military  operations  on  b6th  fides, 
occafioned  Lord  Cornwallis's  de¬ 
parture  from  Williamfburgh,  with 
a  view  of  paffing  the  river  James, 
in  order  to  examine  the  fituation 
of  Portfmouth,  Hampton,  and- 
thofe  other  places  on  that  fide, 
which  had  been  held  out  as  ca¬ 
pable  of  being  converted  into  the 
intended  fortified  poll.  The  ar¬ 
my,  upon  this  movement,  having 
encamped  in  an  open  field  near 
James  Town,  but  under  the  cover 
of  their  (flipping,  preparatory  to 
their  palling  the  river,  the  Ame¬ 
rican  commanders  were  now  grown 
fo  confident,  that  the  Marquis  de 
ia  Fayette  immediately  pufhed  for¬ 
ward  the  Generals  Wayne  and 
Muhlenburg,  with  the  light  troops 
and  van,  while  he  followed  him- 
felf  with  the  remainder  of  the  ar¬ 
my,  in  ofder  to  take  fome  advan¬ 
tage  of  their  fituation,  or  to  inter¬ 
rupt  their  defign. 

Lord  Cornwallis  re-  T  «  , .v 

ceived  intelligence  that  J  ^  f 
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the  enemy  were  approaching  about 
noon  ;  and  about  four  o'clock, 
they  attacked  his  cutpofs,  in  con¬ 
siderable  force,  and  with  no  fmall 
warmth.  As  he  was  perfuaded 
that  they  would  not  venture  a  Se¬ 
rious  attack,  excepting  under  the 
impreffion  that  only  a  rear  guard 
were  left  on  that  fide  of  the  river, 
he  accordingly  uied  all  means  that 
might  encourage  that  opinion  of 
Ms  weaknefs.  The  fratagem 
lee  ms  to  have  taken,  for  about 
fun-fet,  a  body  of  troops,  with 
artillery,  began  to  form  in  his 
front;  upon  which  he  immediate¬ 
ly  ordered  the  army  to  advance  in 
two  lines  upon  the  enemy.  The 
attack  was  begun  with  great  fpirit 
by  the  fir  ft  line  ;  and  there  being 
nothing  but  militia  oppofed  to  the 
light  infantry  on  the  right,  the 
aftion  was  foon  over  on  that  fide. 
But  Col.  Dundafs’s  brigade  on  the 
left,  confiding  of  the  43d,  76th, 
and  80th  regiments,  meeting  the 
Fenfylvania  line,  with  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  de  la  Fayette’s  continen¬ 
tals,  and  two  flx  pounders,  under 
she  condufl  of  General  Wayne,  a 
fhort,  but  very  warm  aflion  en- 
fued  ;  in  which,  however,  the 
Americans  were  repulfed,  and  ob¬ 
liged  to  abandon  their  cannon. 
The  darknefs  prevented  any  pur- 
foir,  and  the  Britifi  army  paffed 
the  river  in  the  night. 

The  Americans  reprefen t  the 
ardour  of  their  troops  to  be  fo 
high  that  it  could  not  be  refrain¬ 
ed  by  their  commanders.  This 
circumfance,  while  it  flattered  na¬ 
tional  vanity,  ferved  another  pur- 
pofe.  It  alone  could  juflify  com¬ 
ing  to  a  clo.fe  engagement  with  fuch 
a  difparity  of  force.  ,  They  like- 
wife,  to  remove  the  imprcflion  of 
the  rep  wife  they  had  received,  at¬ 


tributed  the  ha Ay  paflage  of  the 
river  in  the  night,  to  the  dread 
entertained  of  their  united  force, 
the  ref  of  the  army,  they  fay, 
being  coming  up  with  the  utmof 
expedition  to  fupport  the  van, 
and  on  the  next  day  to  renew  the 
adlion.  De  la  Fayette  gives  great 
praife  to  the  American  command¬ 
ers,  as  well  as  to  the  officers  and 
troops  in  general  which  were  en- 
gaged. 

The  Britim  general  finding  no 
place,  upon  examination,  on  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  river,  which 
could  anfwer  the  purpoie  propofed 
by  a  permanent  pof,  and  having 
received  Sir  Henny  Clinton’s  con- 
fen  t  for  retaining  his  whole  force, 
on  the  grounds  which  we  have  al¬ 
ready  feen,  returned  with  the  ar¬ 
my,  in  Auguf,  to  that  peninfula 
which  lies  between  the  great  ri¬ 
vers  of  lames  and  York,  and  com- 
poles  one  of  the  richeff  and  mof 
beautiful  parts  of  Virginia.  York 
Town  lies  on  the  river  of  that 
name,  on  the  narrowed  part  oi 
the  peninfula,  where  it  is  about 
five  mites  over;  Gloucefer  Point, 
is  on  the  north,  and  oppofite  fide; 
and  projefts  fo  far  into  the  river, 
that  the  difance  between  both  is 
not  much  above  a  mile.  They  en¬ 
tirely  command  the  navigation  of 
the  river,  which  is  fo  deep  at  this 
place,  as  to  admit  flips  of  great 
fize  and  burthen.  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis  applied  with  the  utmof  di¬ 
ligence  and  indufry  to  fortify  thefe 
polls,  and  to  render  them  equally 
refpe&able  by  land,  and  to  the 
water;  his  force  amounting,  in  the 
whole,  to  fomething  about  7000 
excellent  troops. 

D  uring  thefe  tranfadlions,  W  afli- 
ington  was  playing  a  game  of  great 
add  refs  on  the  fide  at  New  York, 

The 
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The  marauding  parties  from  that 
city  and  its  dependencies,  had 
long  been  exceedingly  diligent  and 
fuccefsful  in  intercepting  the  Ame¬ 
rican  pods  and  Hifpatches,  by 
which  means  fome  ufeful  know¬ 
ledge  was  undoubtedly  obtained, 
with  refpett  to  their  internal  af¬ 
fairs,  as  many  of  thefe  letters 
were  written  by  their  principal 
commanders,  by  men  in  high  of¬ 
fice,  and  officers  of  all  ranks  in 
the  army.  Thefe  were  publifhed 
with  great  parade  and  triumph  in 
the  New  York  and  Britifh  public 
papers,  as  proofs  of  the  poverty, 
weaknefs,  and  difunion,  which 
prevailed  among  the  Americans  ; 
and  if  the  originals  did  not  go  alt 
the  lengths  that  were  wifhed,  it 
was  even  fuppofed  that  a  little  was 
fometimes  added,  to  fill  up  the 
meafure.  It  will  be  eafily  fup¬ 
pofed,  that  nothing  could  be  more 
diltreffing  to  individuals,  and  per¬ 
haps  in  fome  inftances  prejudicial, 
than  this  open  expofure  of  their 
mod  confidential  communications, 
upon  date  and  government  affairs. 
The  publication  of  their  own  pri¬ 
vate  affairs  and  family  fecrets, 
would  have  been  alone  fufficiently 
grievous. 

It  would  feem,  although  dedi- 
tute  of  any  pofitive  proof,  that 
thefe  mortifications  fuggeded  to 
General  Wafhington  the  idea  of 
turning  the  tables  on  the  Britifh 
commanders  ;  and  deriving  pub¬ 
lic  advantage  from  this  fource  of 
public  and  private  vexation  and 
prejudice.  He  wrote  letters  to 
the  fouthern  commanders  and 
others,  informing  them  of  his 
total  inability  to  extricate  or  re¬ 
lieve  Virginia,  by  any  other  pof- 
fible  means,  than  by  a  direct  at¬ 
tack,  in  concert  with  the  french 


F  EUROPE.  [123 

troops,  upon  New  York.  He 
held  out  the  difficulties  of  this 
enterprize,  and  fhewed  his  doubts 
of  its  fuccefs ;  but  feemed  to 
adopt  it  merely  from  the  neceffity 
of  the  meafure,  and  as  the  lad  re¬ 
fort  for  the  prefervation  of  Vir¬ 
ginia.  He  likevvife  dated,  that 
in  the  late  conference  which  he 
had  held  with  the  Count  de  Ro- 
chambeau,  it  was  abfolutely  de¬ 
termined  upon  ;  and  that  it  had 
fince  received  a  farther  confirma¬ 
tion,  from  the  approbation  of  the 
defign  which  had  been  communi- 
cated  by  the  French  naval  com¬ 
mander,  who  had  not  been  prefent 
at  the  conference. 

If  any  thing  could  raife  a  fuf- 
picion  of  the  integrity  of  thefe 
letters,  it  was  their  being  more 
clear,  full,  and  explicit,  than 
feemed  abfolutely  neceffary,  and 
their  containing  matters  of  a  more 
nice  and  delicate  nature,  than  it 
might  be  fuppofed  fo  prudent  and 
cautious  a  commander,  would 
have  trufted  to  a  conveyance 
which  experience  had  already 
{hewn  to  be  extremely  hazardous. 
Thefe  letters  were  intercepted,  as 
were  others  of  the  fame  nature, 
and  which  it  is  now  evident  were 
calculated  for  the  fame  purpofe, 
from  the  French  commanders  to 
the  French  refident  at  Philadel¬ 
phia. 

It  will  not  be  fuppofed  but  that 
thefe  letters,  with  the  farther  con¬ 
firmation  which  they  received  from 
the  fubfequent  movements  and  pre¬ 
parations  made  by  the  French  and 
American  armies,  mul’t  have  great¬ 
ly  influenced  the  conduct  of  the 
commander  in  chief  at  New  York  ; 
particularly  with  refpecl  to  his  de¬ 
fire  of  recalling  a  confiderable  part 
of  the  troops  from  Virginia  ;  as 

like- 


124]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1781. 

r 


like  wife  in  preventing  his  forming 
any  fofpicion  of  the  real  defigns  of 
the  enemy. 

The  French  forces  under  the 
Count  de  Rochambeau,  being  on 
their  way  from  Rhode  Ifland,  Gen. 
Wafhington,  in  the  beginning  of 
July,  broke  up  his  camp  at  New 
Wind  for,  and  palled  the  North 
River  to  meet  them.  Their  junc¬ 
tion  took  place  at  the  White 
Plains,  on  the  eailern,  or  New 
England  Jide  of  the  River  ;  and  to 
carry  on  the  deception,  in  view, 
the  combined  armies  encamped  at 
JFhilipfburg,  in  a  lituation  to 
overawe  KingVBridge  and  the 
adjoining  polls,  and  even  to  alarm 
the  id  and  of  New  York.  In  the 
remainder  of  that  month,  and  du- 
srmg  the  greater  part  of  the  follow¬ 
ing,  they  continued  to  beat  up, 
and  alarm,  the  Britifh  outpohs,  on 
all  fides.  A  body  of  5000  French 
and  Americans  took  poll  near 
KingVBridge  in  the  night,  where 
they  continued  for  48  hours,  with 
every  demon fixation  of  an  intended 
attack. 

In  the  mean  time  the  two  com¬ 
manders,  accompanied  by  the  prin¬ 
cipal  officers  of  both  armies,  and 
attended  by  the  engineers,  recon- 
Boitred  the  ifland  of  New  York 
cl- : fely  on  both  Tides  from  the  op- 
polite  feores ;  and  to  render  ap¬ 
pearances  the  more  ferious,  took 
plans  of  all  the  works  under  the 
fire  of  their  batteries.  W  hi  111  a 
report  of  the  expelled  daily  ar¬ 
rival  of  the  Count  de  Grade  was 
ibdaloufiy  propagated  ;  and  to 
phve  it  full  confirmation,  when 
they  had  received  advices  from 
that  commander  of  the  time  at 
which  he  hoped  to  arrive  at  the 
Chefapeak,  the  French  troops  ad¬ 
vanced  towards  Sandy  Hook,  and 


the  coalls  oppofite  Staten  Idand, 
with  an  apparent  view  of  feconding 
the  operations  of  the  fleet,  in  forc¬ 
ing  the  one,  and  feizing  upon 
the  other.  This  deception  was  car¬ 
ried  fo  far,  as  to  the  eflablilhment 
of  a  bakery  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Rariton,  and  jull  within  the 
Hook. 

After  thefe  deceptions  had  been 
fuccefsfully  praclifed,  and  New 
York  with  its  dependencies  kept 
in  a  continued  Hate  of  alarm  for 
abo  u  t  fl  x  wee  k s ,  Wa  Ih  -  -  , 

ington  fudde-nly  palled  1# 

the  Croton,  and  foon  afterwards 
the  North  River  ;  when  he  took 
fuch  a  pofltion,  as  Teemed  Hill  to 
indicate  that  Staten  Ifland  was 
the  immediate  objeft.  The  cur¬ 
tain  was  now,  however,  to  be 
drawn  up,  and  every  thing  being 
in  readinefs,  the  combined  array 
marched  diredlly  acrofs  the  Jeriies 
for  Trenton  upon,  the  Delaware  ; 
this  movement  being  confidered  at 
New  York  only  as  a  feint,  until 
they  had  already  palled  that  river. 
It  does  not  however  appear,  that  the 
force  at  New  Y ork  was  fufficient  to 
enable  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  inter¬ 
rupt  their  march  with  any  confide- 
rable  elFedl ;  at  lead,  without  per¬ 
haps  rilking  too  much.  The  al¬ 
lied  armies  marched  through  Phi¬ 
ladelphia  on,  the  3d  and  4th  of  Sep¬ 
tember  ;  where  fuch  courtefies  as 
might  be  expedled,  were  ex¬ 
changed  between  the  French  com¬ 
manders  and  the  Congrefs.  From 
thence  they  marched  to  the  head 
of  the  river  Elk,  at  the  bottom 
of  the  Chefapeak.  There  they 
found  all  the  tranfports  and  craft 
that  could  be  colledled,  in  readinefs 
to  facilitate  their  progrefs  to  Vir¬ 
ginia  ;  but  thele  could  be  in  no 
degree  adequate  to  the  purpofe, 
y  after 
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after  the  continued  deftru&ion 
which  the  American  commerce  in 
that  bay  had  fo  long  undergone. 

As  fome  confolation  for  the  im¬ 
minent  danger  which  threatened 
the  B riti fh  power  in  Virginia,  and 
fome  return  for  the  deceptions  fo 
fuccefsfully  praCtifed  by  the  ene¬ 
my,  their  departure  from  the  con¬ 
fines  of  New  York  was  fpeedily 
followed  by  a  fuccefsful  expedi¬ 
tion  to  Connecticut,  which  was  at¬ 
tended  with  no  fmall  lofs  and  ruin 
to  the  Americans.  The  trading 
town  of  New  London,  on  the  Ri¬ 
ver  Thames,  was  the  objeCt  of  this 
enterprize  ;  and  its  conduct,  with 
a  fufficient  land  and  marine  force, 
was  committed  to  General  Arnold, 
who  was  himfelf  a  native  of  that 
province. 

The  embarkation  having  pafled 
over  from  the  Long  Illand  fhore 
in  the  night,  the  troops  were  lana- 
,  ed  in  two  detachments, 

*  on  each  fide  of  the  har¬ 
bour,  in  the  morning;  that  on 
the  Groten  fide  being  command¬ 
ed  by  Lieutenant  Col.  Eyre,  and 
that  on  the  New  London  fide  by 
the  General.  Mr.  Arnold  met 
with  no  great  trouble  on  his  fide; 
Fort  Trumbull,  and  a  redoubt, 
which  were  intended  to  cover  the 
harbour  and  town,  being  taken 
without  much  difficulty  or  lofs, 
and  the  place  in  itfelf  beilig  en¬ 
tirely  defencelefs. 

But  affairs  on  the  other  fide 
were  more  ferious.  Fort  Grif- 
wold,  which  the  eager  and  en¬ 
couraging  zeal  of  the  loyal  i its  had 
reprefented  as  very  incomplete  in 
its  works,  and  aeffitute  of  any 
thing  like  a  garrifon,  was  on  the 
contrary  found  to  be  very  ftrong, 
and  no  lefs  well  defended.  The 
general,  under  the  impreffion  of 
the  information  he  had  received. 


and  from  the  opportunity  which 
the  fort  afforded  to  the  enemy’s 
Chips  of  efcaping  up  the  river,  had 
direCled  Colonel  Eyre  to  attack 
the  fort  direCtly,  and  carry  it  by 
a  coup  de  main.  But  upon  his 
obtaining  a  good  view  cf  it  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  New  Lon¬ 
don,  he  immediately  perceived 
the  deception,  and  that  the  fort 
was  in  a  much  more  formidable 
ftate  than  it  had  been  reprefented; 
upon  which  he  difpatched  an  offi¬ 
cer  to  countermand  the  orders  for 
an  attack. 

The  officer  was  too  late,  and 
the  attack  already  commenced. 
The  fort  was  indeed  formidable,, 
the  defence  anfvverable,  and  it  re¬ 
quired  all  the  valour  and  impe- 
tubfity  of  the  two  brave  regiments 
which  were  engaged,  to  furmount 
the  difficulties  and  dangers  of  the 
encounter.  The  attack,  notwith- 
Handing  the  little  time  for  ob- 
fervation  or  counfel,  was  very  ju- 
dicioufiy  conducted.  The  work 
was  a  fquare,  with  flanks ;  and 
the  troops  advancing  on  three  fides 
at  once,,  fucceeded  in  making  a 
lodgment  in  the  ditch  ;  they  then, 
under  the  cover  of  a  very  heavy 
and  confiant  fire  upon  the  works, 
effected  a  fecond  lodgment  upon 
the  fraizing,  which  was  a  work  of 
the  gKeateft  difficulty,  as  befides 
the  obffinacy  of  the  defence,  the 
height  was  lb  confiderable,  that 
the  foldiers  could  only  afcend  by 
mutual  help  from  each  other’s 
(boulders,  and  thofe  who  firlt  af- 
cended,  had  ftill  to  filence  a  nine 
pounder,  which  enfiladed  the  very 
(pot  on  which  they  Hood.  The 
troops  at  length  made  their  way 
good  with  fixed  bayonets  through 
the  embrafures,  notwithstanding 
the  fierce  defence  made  by  the 
garrifon,  who  now,  changing  their 

weapons. 
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weapons,  fought  defperately  hand 
to  hand  with  long  fpears. 

The  40th  and.  54th  regiments, 
purchafed  the  honour,  great  as  it 
was,  which  they  gained  in  {form¬ 
ing  this  place.  Colonel  Eyre  was 
wounded  in  the  attack,  and  the 
command  taken  by  Major  Mont¬ 
gomery,  who  being  killed  with  a 
Spear,  as  he  gallantly  entered  the 
works,  was  fucceeded  by  Major 
j3romfield,  who  had  the  fortune 
of  completing  the  reduction  of  the 
fort.  Two  commiffioned  officers, 
and  46  men,  were  killed  on  the 
fpot,  hefides  eight  miffing,  whofe 
fate  may  fcarcely  be  considered  as 
doubtful  ;  eight  commiffioned  of¬ 
ficers,  fome  of  whom  died,  with 
135  non-commiffioned  and  privates, 
were  wounded.  The  lofs  of  the 
garrifon  was  proportioned  to  the 
obftinacy  of  their  defence.  Col. 
Ladyard,  the  commander,  with 
molt  of  his  officers,  and  85  pri¬ 
vate  men,  lay  dead  in  the  fort; 
of  60  who  were  difabled,  much 
the  greater  part  were  mortally 
wounded  ;  about  70  were  made 
prifoners. 

The  taking  of  Fort  Grifwold, 
did  not  prevent  16  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  fhips  from  making  their  ef- 
cape  up  the  river;  about  a  dozen 
others  were  burnt.  The  lofs 
which  the  Americans  fuftained  in 
the  deftrudion  of  this  place  was 
prodigious.  The  quantities  of 
naval  ftores,  of  European  manu¬ 
factures,  of  E  aft -India.,  and  of 
Weft- India  commodities,  are  re¬ 
presented  to  have  been  fo  im- 
menfe,  as  aim  oft  to  exceed  belief. 
Every  thing,  on  the  town  fide  of 
the  river,  was  deftroyed  by  fire. 
Nothing  was  carried  off,  except¬ 
ing  fuch  fmall  articles  of  fpoil  as 
afforded  no  trouble  in  the  convey¬ 


ance.  The  burning  of  the  town, 
was  faid  to  be  contrary  to  intention 
and  orders,  and  was  attributed  to 
the  great  quantity  of  gun  powder 
lodged  in  the  ftore  houfes.  The 
bufinefs  was  fo  haftily  conduded, 
that  the  barracks  and  a  confider- 
able  magazine  of  gun  powder  at 
Fort  Grifwold,  efcaped  that  de- 
ftrudion  which  involved  every 
thing  on  the  other  fide  of  the  ri¬ 
ver.  This  is  not  accounted  for, 
but  muft  undoubtedly  have  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  a  knowledge  of  fome 
movements  making  by  the  enemy 
in  the  adjoining  country. 

In  the  mean  time.  Sir  Samuel 
Hood  had  arrived  from  the  Weft- 
Indies  off  the  Chefapeak,  on  the 
25  th  of  Augu.fr,  with  14  fail  of  the 
line,  fome  frigates,  and  a  fire 
fhip,  where  he  expeded  to  have 
met  Admiral  Graves  with  the 
fquadron  from  Nevv  York  ;  but 
being  difappointed,  he  firft  dis¬ 
patched  a  frigate  with  intelligence 
of  his  arrival  to  that  commander, 
and  afterwards  followed  himfelf, 
with  the  fquadron,  to  Sandy 
Hook,  where  he  arrived  on  the 
28th  of  the  month.  We  have  al¬ 
ready  feen,  that  through  fome 
misfortune.  Sir  George  Rodney’s 
difpatches  had  not  arrived  in  time 
at  New  York,  to  give  any  inform¬ 
ation  of  Sir  Samuel  Hood’s  defti- 
nation  to  the  Chefapeak,  which, 
independent  of  any  other  caufe, 
muft  have  fruftrated  the  defign  of 
a  jundion  off  that  bay;  and  we 
have  likewife  feen,  that  Mr. 
Graves’s  fquadron  had  received  fo 
much  damage  by  bad  weather  in 
a  cruize  off  Bofton,  as  rendered 
fome  of  the  fhips  incapable  of  pre- 
fent  fervice. 

On  the  very  day  of  Sir  Samuel 
Hood’s  arrival  at  Sandy  Hook, 

the 
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the  commanders  at  New  York  re¬ 
ceived  intelligence,  that  M.  de 
Barras,  who  fucceeded  Ternay  in 
the  command  at  Rhode  Ifland,  had 
failed  three  days  before  with  his 
fquadron  to  the  fouthward.  The 
hope  of  intercepting  this  fquadron 
before  it  could  join  De  Grade, 
would  undoubtedly  have  been  an 
additional  fpur,  if  fuch  had  been 
wanted,  to  Admiral  Graves’s  dili¬ 
gence,  in  getting  fuch  fhips  as  were 
in  readinefs,  with  the  utmofl  expe¬ 
dition  over  the  bar.  It  was,  how¬ 
ever,  the  31ft  before  this  could  be 
done,  when  bringing  five  fhips  of 
the  line,  and  a  fifty,  with  him  from 
New  York,  he  took  the  command 
of  the  fleet,  and  proceeded  to  the 
fouthward. 

All  the  prefent  operations  of 
the  combined  enemy,  were  the 
refult  of  a  long  concerted  and  well 
digefted  plan  ;  but  there  happen¬ 
ed  an  extraordinary  coincidence 
in  their  feveral  movements  *by  fea 
and  land,  which  did  not  come 
within  the  reach  of  calculation. 
We  have  already  feen  that  M.  de 
Barras  had  failed  from  Rhode 
Ifland  on  the  25th  of  Auguif ;  in 
three  days  after,  on  the  2$th,  De 
Graffe  arrived  with  his  fleet  from 
the  Well-Indies  at  the  Chefapeak; 
and  within  an  hour  after  the 
French  and  American  armies  had 
reached  the  head  of  Elk,  they  re¬ 
ceived  an  exprefs  from  that  com¬ 
mander,  with  the  welcome  account 
of  his  arrival  and  filiation.  This 
will  appear  the  more  remarkable, 
if  we  confider  the  original  diflance 
of  the  parties,  as  well  from  the 
fcene  of  adlion  as  from  each  other, 
and  the  various  accidents,  diffi¬ 
culties,  and  delays,  to  which  they 
were  all  liable.  M.  de  Barras 
did  not,  however,  .arrive  in  the 
Chefapeak,  for  near  a  fortnight 


after  De  Graffe  ;  as  he  took  a 
wide  circuitous  courfe  by  the  Ber¬ 
muda  Ifland?,  from  the  appre- 
henfion  of  being  intercepted  by 
the  Britifh  fleet.  This  caution, 
which  would  have  been  otherwife 
commendable,  was  in  the  prefent 
inflance  abfolutely  neceffary;  as 
that  officer  had  in  his  care  ten 
tranfports,  which  conveyed  from 
Rhode  Ifland  the  heavy  ordnance 
and  other  materials  indifpenfibly 
neceffary  for  the  fiege  of  York 
Town;  and  upon  which  the  whole 
hope  and  fortune  of  the  enterprise 
depended. 

Upon  the  Count  de  Graffc’s 
arrival  in  the  Chefapeak,  after 
blocking  up  York  River,  lie  took 
poffeffion  of  the  River  James, 
which  he  occupied  with  his  armed 
veffels  and  cruizers  to  a  confider- 
able  diflance,  as  well  to  prevent 
any  attempt  which  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis  might  make  of  retreating 
to  the  Carolinas,  as  to  cover  the 
boats  of  the  fleet,  which  were  to 
convey  the  Marquis  de  St.  Simon, 
with  3300  land  forces  from  the 
Wefl-Indies,  18  leagues  up  the 
river,  to  form  a  junction  with  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette. 

Admiral  Graves  re-  Qo  . 
ceived  no  intelligence  ept.  5th, 
of  the  French  Beet,  nor  they  of 
his  approach,  until  they  were  dill- 
covered  betimes  in  the  morning, 
lying  at  anchor,  to  the  number  of 
24  fail  of  the  line,  off  Lynnhaven 
Bay,  being  juft  within  Cape  Hen¬ 
ry,  and  confequently  the  mouth 
of  the  Chefapeak.  The  enemy, 
who  were  evidently  thrown  into 
fome  diforder  at  the  unexpefied 
appearance  of  the  Britifh  fleet, 
immediately  flipped  their  cables, 
and  turning  out  from  the  ancho- 
rage  ground,  M.  de  Graffe  threw 
out  a  fignal  for  the  fhips  leverally 

to 
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to  form  the  line  as  they  could 
corne  up,  without  any  regard  to 
their  particular  or  fpecified  lia¬ 
isons. 

The  Britifh  fleet  amounted  only 
to  nineteen  fail  of  the  line,  fo 
that  the  enemy  had  a  fuperiority, 
in  fo  moderate  a  number,  of  five 
line  of  battle  fhips.  Through  the 
delays  occafioned  by  the  various 
manoeuvres  on  both  tides,  the  ac¬ 
tion  did  not  commence  till  four 
o’clock;  and  then  was  entirely 
partial,  only  the  van,  and  a  part 
of  the  Britifh  center,  being  able 
to  come  near  enough  to  engage 
with  effeft.  It  was  evident  that 
M,  de  Grade  did  not  wifh  a  clofe 
ailion.  He  wanted  to  gain  his 
point  in  keeping  polTeilion  of  the 
Chefapeak,  and  to  fave  his  fhips, 
for  that  and  all  its  correfpondent 
purpofes,  as  much  as  poflible. 
The  abfence  of  1500  of  his  fea- 
nien,  who  were  them  employed  in 
conveying  M.  de  St.  Simon’s 
troops  up  the  River  James,  con¬ 
firmed  him  in  this  difpofltion. 
Admiral  Drake,  with  the  rear  di- 
vifion,  which,  in  confequence  of 
the  laft  tack,  was  now  become  the 
van  cf  the  Britifh  fleet,  treated 
the  French  van  fo  roughly,  that 
to  avoid  being  entirely  ruined, 
they  were  obliged  to  bear  away, 
while  M.  de  Grade,  with  the  cen¬ 
ter,  edged  up,  but  Audioufly 
keeping  a  confiderable  diflance,  in 
order  to  cover  their  retreat.  Thus 
the  weight  of  the  aftion  fell  prin¬ 
cipally  upon  the  Britifh  van,  the 
center  coming  in  for  a  more  mode¬ 
rate  fhare,  and  feven  fail  of  the 
line  never  being  able  to  get  within 
a  proper  gun-fhot  diflance  of  the 
enemy.  From  thefe  circumftances. 
Admiral  Drake’s  divifion  could  not 
but  differ  feverely. 


The  nearnefs  of  the  fhores,  with 
the  danger  of  the  great  fhoal  call¬ 
ed  the  middle  ground,  probably 
operated  along  with  the  approach¬ 
ing  night,  at  lead  upon  the  Bri¬ 
tifh  commanders,  ift  putting  an 
end  to  the  engagement  about  fun- 
fet.  The  flam  aboard  the  Britifh 
fleet  amounted  to  90,  and  the 
wounded  to  230.  The  Shretvf- 
bury  and  Intrepid  bore  more  than 
a  proportional  fhare  of  this  lofs. 
Capt.  Robinfon  of  the  former  lofl 
a  leg,  and  Captain  Molloy  of  the 
Intrepid  gained  great  honour,  by 
the  gallantry  with  which  he  fuc- 
coured  and  covered  the  Shrews¬ 
bury,  when  overborne  tmd  fur- 
rounded  by  the  enemy. 

Admiral  Graves  ufe'd  all  mea- 
fures  to  keep  up  the  line  during 
the  night,  with  a  full  determina¬ 
tion  of  renewing  the  adlion  in  the 
morning.  But  he  difeovered  that 
feveral  fhips  of  the  van,  and  the 
Montague  of  the  center,  had  dif¬ 
fered  fo  much  in  their  mafts,  that 
they  were  in  no  condition  for  re¬ 
newing  the  adlion  until  they  were 
fecured.  The  Terrible  was  fo 
leaky,  as  to  keep  all  her  pumps 
going,  and  the  Ajax,  which  had 
likewife  long  partaken  of  the  evils 
incident  to  the  Well  Indian  cli¬ 
mate  and  navigation,  was  in  little 
better  condition,  Thefe  circum- 
flances,  in  the  prefen t  hate  of 
things,  were  evils  which  could 
bnly  be  lamented  and  endured. 

The  hoftile  fleets  continued  for 
five  fucceflive  days,  partly  repair¬ 
ing  their  damages,  and  partly 
manoeuvring,  in  fight  of  each 
other.  The  French  generally 
maintained  the  wind,  and  confe- 
quently  had  it  frequently  in  their 
power  to  engage  the  Britifh  fleer, 
which  they,  however,  declined, 
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fibtvVith (landing  their  fuperiority, 
M.  de  Grade's  objeft,  befides  fe~ 
curing  the  Chefapeak,  was  to  co¬ 
ver  the  arrival  of  M.  de  Barras, 
with  the  fquadron  and  convoy 
from  Rhode  liland.  That  point 
being  gained,  (which  was  in  faff 
figning  the  doom  of  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis's  army)  the  French  fleet  re¬ 
turned  to  the  Chefapeak,  where 
they  anchored  in  fuch  a  manner, 
juft  within  Cape  Henry,  and  from 
thence  to  the  middle  ground,  as 
entirely  to  block  up  the  callage. 
It  happened  unluckily,  that  the 
two  Britifh  frigates,  the  Rich- 
mond  and  Iris,  which  had  been 
lent  to  cut  away  the  French  buoys 
at  the  anchorage  ground,  were 
upon  this  occafion  intercepted  and 
taken.  In  the  mean  time,  a  frefh 
gale,  and  a  head  fea,  had  fo  much 
increafed  the  damage  and  danger 
of  the  Terrible,  that  a  council  of 
war  found  it  neceftary  to  evacuate, 
and  then  burn  her.  After  which 
it  was  determined  to  return  to 
New  York,  in  order  to  refit  the 
(hips  with  the  utmoft  expedition  ; 
where  the  fleet  accordingly  arriv- 
ed  on  the  20th  of  September. 
This  adftion,  like  moft  other  of 
the  naval  engagements  which  vve 
have  feen  in  this  war,  underwent 
its  full  (hare  of  criticifm  and  cen- 
fure. 

We  have  feen  that  the  combined 
French  and  American  army  had  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  head  of  the  Elk,  where 
they  were  too  fcantily  Aapplied  with 
Flipping  fcr  their  paftage  down 
the  bay.  The  light  troops  of 
both  armies  were  thofe  only  which 
could  be  embarked,  and  the  com¬ 
pliment  of  this  eafy  mode  of  con¬ 
veyance  feemed  to  -be  principal¬ 
ly  paid  to  the  ftrangers,  while 
Wafhington,  with  the  bulk  of 
Vol.  XXIV. 


both  armies,  purfued  their  march 
to  Baltimore  and  Annapolis  in 
Maryland.  But  the  French  be¬ 
coming  now  entirely  mailers  of 
the  bay,  the  tran (ports  brought 
by  Barras,  with  the  frigates  and 
light  veftels  of  the  fleet,  were  all 
difpatched  to  convey  the  army 
from  Annapolis,  which  accord¬ 
ingly  arrived  at  Williamfburg  be¬ 
fore  the  end  of  the  month;  Wash¬ 
ington,  with  fome  of  the  principal 
commanders,  having  already,  by 
travelling  poft,  joined  De  la 
F  ayette. 

Thus  was  the  brave  but  ill-fated 
army  under  Lord  Cornwallis  by 
degrees  enclofed  and  furrounded, 
being  (hut  up  by  a  prodigious  na¬ 
val  force  on  the  one  fide,  and  ari 
army  of  above  8000  French,  of 
about  as  many  continental  troops, 
and  5000  militia,  on  the  others  ; 
and  with  no  other  cover  than  re¬ 
cent  earthen  works,  haftily  thrown 
up,  to  oppofe  fo  great  a  force,  aid¬ 
ed  by  a  powerful  train  of  heavy 
artillery.  The  French  troops 
employed  upon  this  fervice,  whe¬ 
ther  confidered  with  refpeff  to 
officers  or  private  men,  feemed  to 
be  picked  out  and  chofen  as  the 
(lower  of  their  armies. 

In  the  thiee  laft  days  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  the  combined  armies  clofely 
in  veiled  Lord  Cornwallis  in  York 
Town  ;  the  French  extending  from 
the  river  above  the  town  to  a  mo¬ 
rals  in  the  center,  where  they 
were  met  by  the  Americans,  who 
occupied  the  oppofite  fide  from 
the  river  to  tiiat  fpot.  It  was 
remarkable  that  Wafhington  in 
his  general  orders  ftrongly  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  Americans,  and 
even  charged  them,  to  ufe  and 
depend  upon  the  bayonet,  as  their 
bed  and  moft  eftential  weapon,  in 
[/]  caie 
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cafe  they  fhould  be  encountered 
On  the  march  from  William fburg ; 

ring  them,  that  they  would 
thereby  effectually  cure  the  vanity 
of  the  Briiivh  troops,  who  attri¬ 
buted  to  themfelves  fo  decided  a 
fuperiority  in  that  fort  of  do fe 
and  trying  combat.  Nor  did  he 
omit  any  means  to  excite  tbat  ho¬ 
nourable  emulation  between  the 
allied  troops,  which  appeared  fo 
confpicuoully  in  the  fubfequent 
operations. 

The  Britifh  general  found  it 
neceffary.to  contract  his  polls  and 
defences,  which  having  been  ex¬ 
tended  for  the  purpofe  of  com¬ 
manding  the  Peninfula,  were,  in 
the  prefen t  circum fiances,  too  re¬ 
mote  and  expofed  to  be  maintain¬ 
ed,  They  were  of  courfe  feized 
by  the  enemy  as  they  were  aban¬ 
doned.  The  poll  at  Gloucefler 
Point,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
river,  which  was  occupied  by 
Tarleton,  with  the  cavalry  and 
fbme  infantry,  amounting  to  about 
600  men,  was  at  the  fame  time 
clofely  invelted  by  the  Duke  de 
Lauzun  with  his  lepdon,  and  a 
body  of  Virginia  militia  under 
General  Wieden  ;  but  the  adlive 
operations  on  that  fide  went  no 
farther  than  a  warm  fkirmifh  on 
the  firfl  day  in  driving  in  the  out 
ports. 

The  trenches  were  opened  by 
both  armies  in  the  night  between 
the  6th  and  7th  of  Qdtober;  their 
attacks  were  carried  on  with  great 
vigour;  and  their  batteries  were 
covered  with  little  lei's  than  an 
hundred  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance. 
The  new  loofe  works  would  have 
been  little  capable  of  withftand- 
sng  fuch  a  weight  of  fire,  if  they 
had  even  been  completed;  but 
they  were  fo  far  from  that  Hate, 


that  the  Britifh  tfoops  were  not 
lefs  employed  in  their  confiru&ion 
under  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  than 
they  were  in  their  defence.  In  a 
few  days,  moll  of  their  guns  were 
accordingly  filenced,  their  de¬ 
fences  in  many  places  ruined,  and 
the  enemy’s  (hells  reached  even 
the  fhips  in  the  harbour,  where 
the  Charon  of  44.  guns  with  fome 
of  the  tranfports  were  burnt. 

The  Britifh  fleet,  on  its  return 
to  New  York,  was  joined  by  the 
Prudent  man  of  war,  with  feverai 
frigates  from  the  Well  Indies;  and 
in  a  few  days  after  its  arrival,  was 
farther  reinforced  by  Rear-admi¬ 
ral  Digby,  with  three  drips  of  the 
line  from  England  ;  but  the  junc¬ 
tion  of  the  Rhode  I  Hand  fquadron, 
had  given  lb  decided  a  fuperiority 
to  M.  de  Grade,  that  nothing  lefs 
than  the  mod  defperate  circum- 
dances,  or  that  almod  irreflftible 
motive  which  actually  fubfided, 
could  have  j edified  any  attempt 
towards  another  encounter. 

The  defire  of  extricating  Lord 
Cornwallis  and  his  army,  how¬ 
ever,  prevailed  over  all  con  fid  or¬ 
ations  of  danger  and  lofs,  and  the 
Britifh  naval  commanders  ufed  all 
pofiible  expedition  in  refitting  and 
equipping  the  fleet  at  New  York.  • 
This,  however,  though  unavoid¬ 
ably  neceflary,  took  up  more  time 
than  could  have  been  afforded  at 
this  juncture.  The  delay  feemed 
indeed  to  be  in  fome  degree  com- 
pen  fated,  by  the  arrival  of  the 
Prince  William  and  Torbay  men 
of  war  from  Jamaica.  In  the 
mean  time  a  council  of  war,  com- 
poied  of  all  the  flag  and  general 
officers,  being  held,  it  was  deter¬ 
mined  that  every  pofiible  exertion 
fhould  be  ufed  both  by  the  fleet 
and  army,  to  form  a  junction  with 
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the  fquadron  and  army  in  Virgi¬ 
nia.  It  was  however  the  19th  of 
Oflober,  before  the  feet  could 
get  clear  over  the  bar  ;  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  with  above  7000  of  his 
bell  forces,  having  embarked  on 
board  the  (hips  of  war.  The  fleet 
now  amounted  to  25  fliips  of  the 
line,  two  fifties,  and  eight  frigates  ; 
and  notwithftanding  the  great  fu- 
periority  of  force  which  the  enemy 
ftill  retained,  the  fpirit  which  ope¬ 
rated  both  upon  the  common  men 
and  officers  was  fo  high,  that  what¬ 
ever  doubts  might  be  formed  with 
refpedl  to  the  final  point  of  fuccefs, 
none  could  be  entertained,  but  that 
the  expe&ed  naval  adiion  weudd 
Hand  foremoft,  among  the  moftob- 
ftinate  and  the  moil:  bloody,  that 
had  yet  been  known.  It  was,  in¬ 
deed,  a  defperate  cafl,  and  the  fleet 
and  army  were  both  flaked  upon 
the  fortune  of  one. 

During  thefe  tranfaftions  on  the 
fide  of  New  York,  the  united 
armies  which  were  employed  in 
the  fiege  of  York-Town,  fenfible 
of  the  efforts  that  would  be  made 
for  its  relief,  and  unwilling  to 
flake  all  their  hopes  on  the  iffue  of 
a  naval  engagement,  ufed  the  ut- 
moft  exertions  in  the  profecution 
of  their  works,  and  (hewed  no  lefs 
refolution  in  their  attacks,  than  vi¬ 
vacity  in  the  fire  of  their  batteries. 
On  the  night  of  the  uthof  Oc¬ 
tober,  they  began  their  fecond 
parallel  within  300  yards  of  the 
works  of  the  place,  being  within 
juft  half  the  diftance  of  the  firft, 
and  carried  it  on  with  unremitting 
induftry. 

Nothing  lefs  than  the  certain 
hope  and  expectation  of  relief, 
could  have  induced  Lord  Corn- 
waliis  to  attempt  the  defence  of  a 
poft,  which  he  deemed  fo  incapa¬ 
ble  of  refilling  the  force  oppofed  to 


it,  as  that  which  he  now  occupi¬ 
ed.  He  would  otherwife  have  at¬ 
tempted  a  retreat,  however  diffi¬ 
cult,  or  he  would  even  have  ha¬ 
zarded  an  encounter  in  the  open 
field,  and,  trufting  to  the  gallan¬ 
try  of  his  troops,  leave  the  reft  to 
the  decifion  of  fortune.  This  hope 
was  farther  confirmed,  by  a  letter 
from  the  commander  in  chief  at 
New  York,  dated  on  the  24th  of 
September,  which  informed  him, 
that  the  relief  would  fail  from 
thence  about  the  3th  of  OClober. 
Thus  circumftanced.  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis  could  not  think  himfelf 
juflified  in  abandoning  his  poft; 
and  in  rifquing  the  confequences 
of  thofe  defperate  meafures,  which, 
muft  then  of  neceftity  be  adopted. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  happened 
moft  unfortunately,  that  the  delay 
which  occurred  in  refitting  and 
equipping  the  fleet,  rendered  it 
impoftible  for  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
to  fulfil  his  intention. 

Two  redoubts,  which  were  ad¬ 
vanced  about  300  yards  on  the: 
Britilh  left,  had  greatly  incom¬ 
moded  the  enemy,  and  ftill  con¬ 
tinued  to  impede  their  progrefs. 
It  was  determined  to  attack  thefe 
at  the  fame  time,  at  dark,  on  the 
evening  of  the  14th.  To  balance 
the  honour,  as  well  as  the  duty, 
between  both  nations,  the  attack 
on  one  was  committed  to  the  Ame¬ 
ricans,  and  of  the  other  to  the 
French.  Col.  Hamilton,  Wafh- 
ington’s  aid-de-camp,  command¬ 
ed  the  American  detachment  ; 
which  marched  to  the  aflault  with, 
unloaded  arms  ;  pafied  the  abbatis 
and  palifades  without  waiting  to 
remove  them  ;  and  attacking  the 
works  on  all  fides  at  once,  carried 
the  redoubt  with  the  utmoft  ra¬ 
pidity.  Young  Laurens  gained 
great  credit  upon  this  cccafion, 
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aud  personally  took  the  command¬ 
ing  officer  prifoner.  The  lofs  was 
very  moderate  on  both  Tides  ;  and 
Hamilton,  in  his  report  to  the  Mar¬ 
quis  de  la  Fayette,  boafts  (with 
what  juilice  will  be  decided  for 
themfelves,  by  thoTe  who  have  at¬ 
tended  to  the  tranfadlions  of  the 
war)  that  the  foldiery  under  his 
command,  incapable,  as  he  expref- 
ies  himfelf,  of  imitating  examples 
of  barbarity,  and,  forgetting  re¬ 
cent  provocations,  fpared  every 
man  that  ceafed  to  refill. 

The  French  were  equally  fuc- 
cefsful  on  their  fide,  but  their  lofs 
was  more  conliderable ;  amount¬ 
ing,  by  their  own  acknowledge¬ 
ment,  to  about  an  hundred  in  kil¬ 
led  and  wounded.  The  emulation 
between  the  two  nations,  appeared 
in  their  labour,  as  well  as  in  a&ion  ; 
and  the  two  redoubts  were  included 
in  the  fecond  parallel  by  day¬ 
light. 

The  taking  of  thefe  two  re¬ 
doubts  may  be  faid  to  decide  thi 
fate  of  the  army.  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis,  in  a  letter  which  he  wrote 
on  the  following  day  to  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  conliders  their  fituation 
as  being  fo  defperate,  that  he 
could  not  recommend  to  the  fleet 
and  army  to  run  any  great  rifque 
in  endeavouring  to  lave  them. 
Indeed  nothing  could  be  more 
jhopelefs ;  for,  as  he  fays  himfelf 
in  the  fame  letter,  they  dared  not 
to  fhevv  a  gun  to  the  enemy’s  old 
batteries,  and  they  expelled  that 
their  new  ones  would  be  opened  on 
the  following  morning. 

The  Britilh  commander,  how¬ 
ever,  left  nothing  untried  which 
could  protraflinate,  if  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  prevent,  that  final  iffue, 
which  was  no't  more  dreaded  than 
expected.  Being  fenfible  that  his 


works  Could  not  Hand  many  hourjl 
after  the  opening  of  the  batteries 
of  the  fecond  parallel,  he  did  every 
thing  that  was  poffible  to  interrupc 
that  work,  opening  new  embra-* 
zures  for  guns,  and  keeping  up  a 
conllant  Are  with  all  his  howitzers 
and  fmall  mortars. 

The  troops  had  been  fo  much, 
weakened  by  ficknefs,  as  well  as 
by  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  that  the 
general  could  not  venture  any 
conliderable  number  in  the  making 
of  failles,,  and  the  enemy  had  fo 
well  fecured  their  flanks,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  in  all  their  operations  with 
fo  much  regularity  and  caution, 
that  nothing  lefs  than  a  llrong  and 
vvell-fupported  attack  could  pro- 
duce  any  effedt.  The  prefent 
emergency  was,  however*  fo  cri¬ 
tical,  that  a  little  before  day¬ 
break,  on  the  morning  of  the  16th, 
he  ordered  a  fortie  of  about  350 
men,  under  the  condufi  of  Lieut. 
Gol.  Abercrombie,  to  attack  two 
batteries  which  appeared  to  be 
in  the  greateft  forward  nefs,  and 
to  fpike  the  guns.  A  detachment 
of  guards,  with  the  80th  company 
of  grenadiers,  under  the  command 
of  Lieut.  -Col.  Leake,'  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  one  of  thefe,  and  ano¬ 
ther  of  light  infantry,  under  Major 
Arm  llrong,  to  the  other  battery* 
Both  attacks  were  made  with  an 
impetuofity  which  could  not  be 
refilled.  The  redoubts  that  co-' 
vered  both  batteries  were  forced, 
eleven  pieces  of  cannon  fpiked,  and 
-the  French  troops,  who  had  the 
guard  of  that  part  of  the  entrench¬ 
ment,  fulfered  conliderably. 

Though  the  vigour  and  gallan¬ 
try  difplayed  in  this  brilk  and  fuc- 
cefsful  aflion,  did  the  greateft 
honour  to  the  officers  and  troops 
that  vvere  engaged,  yet  it  produc¬ 
ed 
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ed  no  efTential  fervice.  The  can¬ 
non,  which  were  haftily  fpiked, 
were  foon  again  rendered  fit  for 
fervice;  and  the  indultry  of  the 
enemy  was  fo  great,  that,  before 
dark,  the  whole  parallel  and  the 
batteries  feemed  nearly  complet¬ 
ed.  At  the  fame  time,  the  works 
were  fo  ruined,  and  the  batteries 
fo  overpowered,  that  there  was  no 
part  of  the  whole  front  attacked, 
in  which  the  befisged  could  fhew 
a  fingle  gun  ;  and  their  (hells, 
which  were  the  lad  fource  of  de¬ 
fence,  were  nearly  expended. 

In  thefe  unfortunate  circum- 
flances,  Lord  Cornwallis  had  no 
other  choice  left  but  to  prepare  for 
a  furrender  on  the  following  day, 
or  to  endeavour  to  efcape  with  the 
greated  part  of  the  troops.  He 
determined  upon  attempting  the 
latter,  under  the  consideration, 
that  though  it  fhould  prove  unfuc- 
cefsful  in  its  immediate  object,  it 
might  at  lead  delay  the  enemy  in 
the  profecution  of  farther  enter- 
prizes.  The  adverfe  current  of 
fortune  gave  a  contrary  effedl  to  a 
defign  well  calculated  to  delay  the 
fate  of  Lord  Cornwallis’s  army. 

Boats  were  prepared ,  under  other 
pretexts,  to  be  in  readinefs  for  re 
ceiving  the  troops  at  ten  at  night, 
in  order  to  pafs  them  over  to  Giou- 
ceder  Point.  The  arrangements 
were  made  with  the  utmod  le- 
crecy  ;  and  the  intention  was,  to 
abandon  the  baggage,  and  to  leave 
a  detachment  behind,  in  order  to 
capitulate  for  the  town’s  people, 
and  for  the  fick  and  wounded  ; 
Lord  Cornwallis  having  already 
prepared  a  letter  upon  the  fub- 
ject,  which  was  to  be  delivered  to 
General  Wafhington  upon  his  de¬ 
parture. 

The  fir  (I  embarkation,  confid¬ 


ing  of  the  light  infantry,  the 
guards,  and  a  part  of  the  23d  re-* 
giment,  had  arrived  at  Glouceller 
Point,  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
troops  were  already  landed,  when, 
at  that  critical  moment  of  hope, 
apprehenlion,  and  danger,  fortune 
proved  adverfe,  and  the  weather, 
which  was  then  moderate  and 
calm,  inftantlv  changed  to  a  moll 
violent  dorm  of  wind  and  rain. 
The  boats,  with  the  remainirig 
troops,  were  all  driven  down  the 
river,  and  the  defign  of  paffing  was 
not  only  entirely  frudrated,  but 
the  abfence  of  the  boats  rendered 
it  impoflible  to  bring  back  the 
troops  from  Gloucefter.  Thus 
weakened  and  divided,  the  army, 
by  this  untoward  accident,  was  in¬ 
volved  in  a  date  of  the  mod  immi¬ 
nent  danger. 

To  increafe  the  anxiety  and 
peril  of  this  date  of  things,  the 
enemy’s  batteries  were  opened, 
with  great  force  and  effect,  at  day¬ 
break  ;  and  the  paffage  at  Glou¬ 
celler  Point  was  now  much  expofed 
to  their  fire.  The  boats,  how¬ 
ever,  happily  returned;  and  the 
troops  were  brought  back  without 
much  lofs  in  the  courfe  of  the 
forenoon.  ( 

But  things  were  now  drawing  to 
that  crifis,  which  could  no  longer 
be  averted.  The  works  were  every 
where  finking  under  the  weight  of 
the  enemy’s  artillery  ;  and  Lord 
Cornwallis  himfelf  could  not  but 
concur  in  opinion,  with  the  engi¬ 
neer  and  principal  officers,  that 
they  were  already  adailable  in 
many  places,  and  that  a  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  fame  fire,  only  for  a 
few  hours  longer,  would  reduce 
them  to  fuch  a  condition,  that  it 
would  then  become  defperate  to 
attempt  theiy  defence.  While 
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they  were  expofed  to  fo  heavy  a 
fire  from  the  enemy,  they  could 
not  return  a  gun,  and  only  a- 
bout  too  cohorn  (hells  remained. 
The  troops  were  not  only  dimi- 
nifhed  by  lofs  and  by  dcknefs,  but 
the  ftrength  and  fpirits  of  thofe  in 
the  works  were  exhauded  and 
worn  down  by  con dan t  watching, 
and  unremitting  fatigue.  And 
while  they  were  to  be  attacked  and 
overborne  on  all  (ides  by  land,  the 
French  (hips,  in  the  mouth  cf  York 
River,  feemed  prepared  to  fficond 
and  complete  the  general  dorm,  by 
water. 

In  fuck  circumdances  it  would 
have  been  cruelty  in  the  extreme 
to  have  facriiiced  fuch  gallant,  and 
in  every  refpedt  deferving  troops, 
to  a  point  of  honour,  which  the 
improved  date  of  civilization  has 
wifely  exploded,  that  of  danding 
an  adault,  which  could  not  in  the 
nature  of  things  but  prove  fuccefs- 
ful.  Lord  Cornwallis  accordingly 
wrote  a  letter  to  Gen.  Wafhing- 
ton  on  the  fame  day,  the  17th, 
proppfing  a  ceffation  of  arms  for 
24  hours,  and  that  commiffioners 
might  be  appointed  on  both  lines 
for  fettling  the  terms  of  capitu¬ 
lation. 

The  pods  of  York  and  GIou- 
eeder  were  furrendered  on  the  19th 
of  October.  The  troops,  with 
the  fame  honours  which  had  been 
granted  to  the  garrifon  of  Charles- 
Town,  were  of  neceffity  obliged 
to  become  prifoners  of  war.  They 
were  compofed  of  Britidi  and 
German  regiments,  the  light  in¬ 
fantry,  detachments  from  the 
guards,  and  Tarleton’s  cavalry. 
They  amounted  to  between  five 
and  fix  thoufand  men  ;  but  fuch 
was  the  number  of  fickand  wound¬ 
ed,  that  there  were  only  3,800 
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of  all  forts,  capable  of  bearing 
arms,  in  both  pods,  on  the  day  of 
furrender.  Fifteen  hundred  fea- 
men  underwent  the  fate  of  the 
garrifon.  The  officers  and  foldiers 
retained  their  baggage  and  effefts  ; 
but  all  property  taken  in  the 
country,  if  vi/ibie,  was  liable  to 
be  reclaimed.  The  Guadaloupe 
frigate  of  24  guns,  with  a  number 
of  tranfports,  were  furrendered  to 
the  conquerors  ;  and  about  20 
tranfports  had  been  funk  or  burnt 
during  the  fiege,  They  obtained 
a  numerous  artillery  of  various 
forts,  but  not  of  weight  fufficient 
for  their  late  purpofe  of  defence  in 
a  fiege. 

Lord  Cornwallis  drove  in  vain 
to  obtain  better  conditions  ;  par¬ 
ticularly  that  the  JBririfh  and  Ger¬ 
man  troops  might  be  returned  to 
their  refpeclive  countries,  as  pri- 
foners  on  parole,  on  condition  of 
not  ferving  againd  France  or 
America  until  they  were  exchang¬ 
ed.  Some  favourable  conditions 
which  he  wifhed  to  obtain  in  be¬ 
half  of  the  inhabitants  of  York- 
Town,  and  other  Americans,  who 
were  under  the  protetlion,  as  they 
had  fhared  the  fortune,  of  the 
Britifh  army,  were  likewife  re- 
fufed,  upon  the  footing  of  their 
being  civil  matters,  which  did  not 
come  within  the  authority  of  the 
military  commanders.  To  extri¬ 
cate  thofe  Americans  who  would 
have  been  expofed  to  imminent 
danger,  he,  however,  made  it  a 
condition,  that  the  Bonetta  Hoop, 
which  was  to  convey  his  difpatches 
to  New  York,  Ihould  pafs  without 
fearch  or  examination,  he  being 
only  anfwerable  that  the  number 
of  perfons  die  conveyed  diould  be 
accounted  for  as  prifoners  of  war 
upon  exchange.  With  a  retro- 

fpe&ive 
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fpeclive  eye  to  the  breach  of  con¬ 
ditions  which  the  late  convention 
army  had  fo  forely  experienced. 
Lord  Cornwallis  took  care  to  have 
it  dipulated,  that  no  article  of  the 
prelent  capitulation  fnouid  be  vi¬ 
olated,  under  any  pretence  of 
making  repriffils.  ' 

The  general  himfelf,  with  all 
civil  and  military  officers,  except¬ 
ing  thofe  of  the  latter  who  were 
neceffiarily  left  behind  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  and  government  of  the 
oldiers,  were  at  liberty  to  go  upon 
parole,  either  to  England  or  New 
York  ;  and  the  troops,  divided  as 
much  as  poffible  into  regiments, 
were  to  be  retained  within  the 
three  governments  of  Virginia, 
Penfylvania,  or  Maryland.  Lord 
Cornwallis  obferves,  in  his  public 
letter,  that  the  treatment  which 
he  and  the  army  had  received  in 
general  from  the  enemy  fince  the 
furrender,  had  been  perfectly  good 
and  proper;  but  he  fpeaks  in 
warm  terms  of  the  kindnefs  and 
attention  fhewn  to  them  by  the 
French  officers  in  particular  ; 
t(  their  delicate  fenfibihty,55  he 
fays,  “  of  our  fituation,  their 
<£  generous  and  preffing  offers  of 
*e  money,  both  public  and  pii- 
“  vate,  to  any  amount,  has  really 
e<  gone  beyond  what  I  can  poflibly 
ic  defcribe,  and  will,  I  hope, 

<e  make  an  impreffion  on  the 
«c  bread  of  every  Britiffi  officer, 

whenever  the  fortune  of  war 
*e  ffiould  put  any  of  them  into  our 
<(  power. 

Such  adtions  and  conduCt  cad 
abroad  a  pleafing  fhade,  which 
ferves  to  foften  the  horrors  of  war, 
and  to  hide  and  alleviate  its  ca¬ 
lamities. 

The  land  forces  became  pri  To¬ 
ners  to  America;  but  the  feamen. 
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with  the  {hips  and  furniture,  were 
affigned  to  M.  de  Grade,  as  a  com¬ 
pliment  to,  and  return  for,  the 
French  naval  power  and  affidance. 
It  was  remarkable,  that  the  com- 
miffioner  appointed  by  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  to  fettle  the  terms,  and  who 
himfelf  drew  up  the  articles  of  a 
capitulation,  by  which  a  Britifh 
army  became  prifoners  to  his 
country,  was  Col.  Laurens,  fori 
of  that  Mr.  Laurens,  late  pre- 
fident  of  the  Congrefs,  who  was 
then,  and  had  been  for  a  confide, 
rable  time,  a  clofe  prifoner  in  the 
Tower  of  London.  The  Vifccunt 
de  Noailles  was  the  coiumiffioner 
appointed  on  the  fide  of  France, 
to  aCt  in  conjunction  with  Colonel 
Laurens. 

Such  was  the  very  hard  fate  of 
the  remains  of  that  conquering 
and  gallant  army,  which  had  been 
fo  highly  didinguilhed  in  the 
fouthern  war!  We  {hall  fay  no¬ 
thing  of  the  diare  which  their 
noble  commander  bore  in  the  com¬ 
mon  misfortune,  as  he  lives  in  an 
age'  which  knows  how  to  didin - 
guifh  the  want  of  fuccefs  from  the 
want  of  merit..  Neither  himfelf 
nor  his  army  forfeited  any  part  of 
their  former  character.  Their  po- 
dtion  was  in  many  refpeCts  a  very 
bad  one,  and  probably  would  have 
continued  fo  in  any  date  of  fortifi¬ 
cation  ;  but  in  its  prefent,  it  was 
no  more  than  an  entrenched  camp, 
and  fubjeCt  to  be  enfiladed  in  differ¬ 
ent  parts;  while  their  new  half- 
formed  works,  were  much  lefs 
capable  of  withdanding  the  pow¬ 
erful  artillery  of  the  enemy,  than 
they  would  themfelves  of  oppofing 
their  vad  fuperiority  of  force  in 
the  open  field.  It  was  pitched 
upon  in  one  of  thofe  unfavourable 
conjunctures  which  allow  of  no 
[/]  4  good 
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good  expedient,  and  where  incon¬ 
veniences  muft  be  balanced  rather 
than  advantages  fought.  The 
troops  made  the  beft  amends  for 
the  difficulties  of  their  fituation, 
by  the  patience  with  which  they 
endured  an  unremitting  duty  and 
the  greateft  fatigues,  as  well  as 
by  the  firrrmefs  and  intrepidity 
with  which  they  Hood  a  fire  of 
fhot  and  fhelfs,  which  has  fejdom 
been  exceeded  in  magnitude.  The 
Trench  expended  j6,ooo  fhot  and 
fhells  in  the  fiege,  3000  of  the 
latter  being  of  the  firft  dimenfions; 
and  the  fire  of  the  Americans  was 
not  lefs. 

The  Britifh  fleet  and  army  arri¬ 
ved  off  the  Cheffipeak  on  the  24th 
of  Odober,  being  five  days  after 
the  furrender  of  York -Town. 
They  foon  received  the  unwelcome 
tidings;  but  as  they  were  only 
reports,  they  waited  fome  days, 
•until  the  misfortune  was  fully  au¬ 
thenticated.  The  French  fleet, 
fatisfied  with  their  prelent  fuccefs, 
made  no  manner  of  movement ; 
and  the  only  objed  of  the  expedi¬ 
tion  being  now  loft,  the  Britifh 
commanders  neceffarily  returned 
to  New  York* 

i  .  '■  v  ■  i 


Such  was  the  iffue  of  the  Virgin 
rian  war.  The  lofs  of  Lore! 
Cornwallis’s  army  was  too  heavy 
a  blow  to  be  foon  or  ealily  reco¬ 
vered.  It  was  evident,  that  it 

1  ' 

snuft  entirely  change  the  nature  of 
the  war  on  the  fide  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  ;  and  that  it  could  no  longer 
be  carried  on  often  lively  by  land, 
at  leaft  to  any  confiderable  extent. 
Indeed  the  furrender  at  York- 
Town,  may  be  confidered  as  the 
doling  feene  of  the  whole  conti¬ 
nental  war  in  America.  There 
are  few'  periods  in  hiftory  more  ca¬ 
pable  of  rouzing  attention  and 
exciting  refledions ;  whether  w'e 
confider  the  original  policy,  and 
the  difcuffions  which  enfued  ;  its 
various  events,  and  fudden  chan¬ 
ges  of  fortune;  on  one  fide  thq 
magnitude  of  the  preparations, 
and  diltance  of  operation  from  thq 
feat  of  power,  and  on  the  other, 
the  difficulties,  perrinacy,  and 
final  fuccefs  of  the  refiftance;  or 
w'hether  W'e  confider  the  effed  this 
revolution  may  in  future  operate 
on  the  political  ftate  of  the  wholq 
human  race,  we  fh all  in  every  re- 
fp^d  find  it  extraordinary.  Un¬ 
doubtedly  a  new  feene  is  opened. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 


State  of  affair's  during  the  recefs.  C/snfequences  cf  the  riots  in  London. 
CauJ'es  which  led  to  the  dif elution  cf  -parliament .  Reflations  of  the 

York  fire  committee ,  and  of  other  affcciated  bodies.  Delegates  appointed 
to  attend  in  London.  General  election.  Capture  of  Mr.  Laurens ,  and 
his  committal  to  the  Dower.  Ejj'fdi  produced  by  his  papers  in  precipitating^ 
the  war  with  Holland.  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke  withdraws  from  the  Hague . 
Manifefo .  New  lords  created.  Earl  of  Carlife  appointed  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  cf  Ireland.  Meeting  of  parliament .  Debates  cn  the  choice  cf 
a  fbeaker.  Mr.  Ccrnewall  chcfen.  Speech  from  the  throne.  Addreffes „ 
Amendtnents  propofed ,  and  rejected,  in  both  hoijss ,  Grant  of  feamen. 

Vote  of  thanks  to  the  late  fpeaker.~~Yo  the  Britif  generals  and  admiral 
in  America.  Debate  on  the  appointment  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  oj '  Greenwich  hofpital.  Recefs. 


TT  is  not  a  little  remarkable, 
J[  that  the  riots  in  the  year  1780, 
which  tended  to  the  direct  fubver- 
fion  of  all  order  and  government, 
fhould  have  been  the  means  of  af¬ 
fording  a  (Irength  to  adminidra- 
tion,  which  few  other  events  could 
at  that  time  have  produced.  The 
feenes  cf  enormity  exhibited  by 
thofe  frantic  rioters  in  the  metro¬ 
polis  (truck  all  men  with  horror, 
an  .  (by  a  natural,  though  a  mif- 
taken  eifed)  inipired  a  general 
dread  of  all  popular  meetings, 
however  legal  or  peaceable.  Thefe 
difpofitioris  reached  to  the  county 
meetings,  petitions,  and  affocia- 
tions,  and  confequently  to  all  ap¬ 
plications  for  redrefs  of  grievance, 
and  fchemes  for  a  reform  in  the 
reprefen  tation  of  the  commons 
houfe  of  parliament. 

If  minifters  themfelves  were  not 
to  be  led  away  by  fuch  an  opening 
of  advantage,  their  retainers  and 

O  7 

pariizans  were  lefs  fcrupulous  in 
their  zeal,  and  too  much  alive  to 
their  own  interests  to  (lip  the  oc- 
cafion.  No  means  were  unprac- 
tifed  to  increafe  the  impreffions  of 


terror,  which  were  already  fufH- 
cientiy  operative.  The  fuccefs 
was  equal  to  the  indudry.  They 
found  the  rich,  the  timid,  and  the 
indolent,  already  of  their  party  ; 
and  moderate  men,  who  are  natu¬ 
rally  lovers  of  order,  while  they 
could  not  but  approve  of  whatever 
tended  to  the  prefervation  of  good 
government,  did  not  always  draw 
a  proper  line  of  didindlion  be¬ 
tween  the  mad  outrages  of  fana¬ 
tics,  and  the  fober  conventions  of 
freemen,  upon  their  rnoft  import¬ 
ant  and  deareil  intereds. 

As  the  violence  of  party  feldom 
admits  of  any  great  nicenefs  the 
means  of  obtaining  its  purpofes, 
fo  truth,  and  fairnefs  of  reprefen- 
tation,  were  not  much  attended 
to,  in  the  unceafing  efforts  ufed 
to  profit  on  the  prefent  occafion. 
It  was  whifpered,  and  indudrioufly 
circulated,  that  the  oppoiiuon 
were  the  fecret  authors  of  the  late 
riots  ;  that  they  were  the  confe- 
quence  of  a  fettled  fcherne  for  the 
utter  fubverfien  of  the  date;  that 
perfons  of  rank  and  condition 
were  difguifed  among  the  mob, 

and 
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and  were  'their  real  leaders  ;  that 
the  trials  of  the  rioters  would  bring 
oat  the  moil  alarming  and  ado¬ 
pt  thing  difcoveries ;  and  that 
French  gold,  American  politics, 
and  republican  principles,  would 
be  found  at  the  bottom  of  the  whole 
bufmeis.  A  language  not  very 
remote  from  feme  part  of  this, 
was  fa  id  to  be  held  from  feme  of 
the  feats  of  juftice. 

Incredibleand  impodibleas  thefe 
tales  were,  and  whatever  imputa¬ 
tion  it  may  bring  upon  the  gene¬ 
ral  flock  of  good  fenfe  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  certain  it  is  that  they  were 
not  unfuccefsfully  propagated.  The 
aiTurance  on  the  one  fide,  and  the 
ciredulityon'the  other  were  fo  ftrong, 
that  the  report  of  a  nobleman  of 
une  of  the  fir  If  and  mod  antient  fa¬ 
milies  in  the  kingdom,  being  kill¬ 
ed  among  the  rioters  on  Black- 
Friars  bridge,  and  of  his  body  be¬ 
ing  immediately  thrown  over  into 
the  Thames  to  prevent  difeovery, 
wai  not  only  for  feveral  months 
very  generally  credited,  but  the 
appearance  of  his  name  in  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  public  tranfaClions 
m  hi»  county,  was  not  able  to  cure 
the  delufion  ;  and  that  perfons  far 
abepe  the  common  rank,  in  Lon¬ 
don^  were  fo  confirmed  in  the 
©pinion,  that  it  was  with  adonifh- 
men?  they  beheld  him  in  the  houfe 
©f  p-?ers  in  the  following  winter. 

The  wretched  timidity  and  im¬ 
becility  of  the  magistracy  in  the 
metropolis,  together  with  that 
apparent  weaknefs  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,,  which,  in  part  proceeding 
from  that  Sefedl,  and  in  part  from 
that  unprepared  condition  inci¬ 
dent  to  long  quiet  and  fecurity, 
had  /aid  them  open  to  the  violence 
of  a.  contemptible  rabble,  were 
topks  which  were  applied  with 
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great  fuccefs,  to  fhew  the  ineiti- 
cacy,  in  all  cafes,  of  the  civil 
authority  in  affording  protection, 
and  the  neceffity  of  a  military 
force  for  preserving  order  and  good 
government.  This  doCtrine  went 
likewife  to  reconcile  the  people  to 
the  authority,  with  which,  under 
colour  of  the  riots,  the  military 
power,  throughout  the  kingdom, 
had  been  endued,  of  acting  imme¬ 
diately  from  its  own  motion,  inde¬ 
pendently  of  the  civil  magistrate. 

By  all  thefe  means,  operating 
together  upon  the  pafiions  of  the 
people,  the  dread  of  mobs,  riots, 
and  the  excedes  unto  which  popu¬ 
lar  meetings  are  apt  to  lead,  feem- 
ed  to  have  abforbed  all  the  other 
difeontents  of  the  nation,  which 
became  as  it  were  extinct  and  for¬ 
gotten.  The  invincible  jealoufy 
of  military  power,  which  had  fo 
long  characterized  this  country, 
grew  familiarized  to  the  afpect  of 
camps  and  garrifons,  and  gradu¬ 
ally  gave  .way  to  impreffions, 
which,  if  they  had  been  laiting, 
threatened  the  vvorlt  confluences 
to  liberty.  Any  government,  the 
word  that  could  be,  was  thought 
preferable  to  a  date  of  anarchy  ; 
and  the  harfhed  defpoiifm  did  not 
prefent  to  the  imagination  evils  fo 
immediately  dreadful,  as  the  fury 
of  an  enraged  rabble. 

Befides  the  effeCl  of  their  real 
apprehenfions,  fo  many  objeCis  of 
novelty,  adonifhment,  and  horror, 
ferved  entirely  to  fill  up  the  ima¬ 
gination,  and  to  draw  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  people  away  from  all 
other  public  concerns.  And  even 
when  this  edeCl  was  in  fome  degree 
worn  away,  the  minds  of  men 
were  dill  agitated,  and  their  at¬ 
tention  drongly  drawn,  by  the  fuc- 
ceeding  trials  and  impending  fate 

of 
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of  the  rioters;  whilft  the  delays 
incident  to  the  laws  of  high  trea¬ 
son,  prolonged  the  fufpence  with 
refoeft  to  their  chief  into  the  courfe 

X 

of  the  following  year. 

Thus  it  happened,  contrary  to 
nil  expectation,  that  the  caufe  of 
adminiftration  was  ftrengthened, 
by  one  of  the  molt  difgraceful  tu¬ 
mults  which  has  been  known  in 
this  kingdom  ;  and  which*,  from 
contemptible  and  negleCted  begin¬ 
nings,  came  to  threaten  the  capi¬ 
tal  city,  and  the  nation  i  tie  If,  with 
ruin. 

Fortune  is  i'uppofed  to  be  fel- 
dom  ilngle  in  her  benefits,  any 
more  than  in  her  injuries.  The 
news  of  the  taking  of  Charles- 
Town,  which  arrived  juft  at  the 
heel  of  the  riots,  ferved,  in  a  very 
confiderable  degree,  to  erafe  the 
memory  of  all  paft  difappointments 
in  the  war,  and  to  revive  all  the 
fanguine  hopes  of  the  fpeedy  fub- 
jugation  of  the  colonies.  This 
flattering  gleam  of  fuccefs  recalled 
many  back  to  the  American  fyf- 
tem,  which  they  had  only  aban¬ 
doned  from  its  apparent  hopeleft- 
nefs,  and  from  feeling  the  lofs  of 
which  it  was  productive.  Succefs 
muftin  all  cafes  ftrengthen  govern¬ 
ment;  and  will  recover  or  afford 
popularity  to  any  meafures.  Num¬ 
bers  who  originally  difliked  the 
war,  and  who  condemned  the 
meafures  and  principles  which  led 
tc  it,  were,  however,  well  enough 
contented,  when  they  faw,  or 
thought,  that  it  was  like  to  end 
profperoufly. 

Thus,  after  the  ftrongeft  appear¬ 
ances  on  every  fide  of  an  approach¬ 
ing  and  heavy  tempeft,  the  fky 
was  fuddenlv  cleared,  and  every 
thing  went  fmoothly  and  profpe- 
rcufly  with  adminiftration.  The 


influence  and  authority  of  the 
crown,  were  more  fpread  and  bet¬ 
ter  fixed  than  they  had  been  for 
fome  time;  and  the  oppofition  loft 
its  popularity  in  the  fame  pro¬ 
portion. 

This  ftate  of  things  extended 
the  views  of  the  minifters  to  a 
meafure,  which,  though  much 
wifhed  by  them,  they  probably 
would  not  otherwife  have  ventured 
upon.  The  late  refolutions  of  the 
commons  could  not  be  forgotten. 
The  ftrange  and  unexpected  turns 
which  things  had  taken  in  the 
preceding  feffion,  could  not  but 
weaken  the  confidence  of  minifters 
in  the  prefent  parliament.  They 
might  be  feized  in  another  feffion, 
particularly  fo  near  the  term  of 
their  natural  diftolution,  with 
other  fits  and  other  Harts,  ftili 
more  unexpected  and  alarming 
than  thofe  of  the  preceding  feffion. 

There  was  every  reafon  to  ex- 
peCt,  that  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
things,  and  difpofition  of  the 
people,  the  elections  would  go 
greatly  in  favour  of  the  court.  A 
diftolution  was  accordingly  deter¬ 
mined  upon  ;  but  the  defign  was 
kept  concealed  in  the  molt  pro¬ 
found  fecrecy.  The  court  and  fa¬ 
vourite  members,  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  their  old  interefts,  or  the 
eftabliihment  of  new,  feemed  only 
to  look  towards  that  general  elec¬ 
tion,  which  muft  of  neceffity  take 
place  at  the  limited  term.  The 
oppofition,  who  had  no  treafury 
to  fupport  their  expences,  were  to 
rely  on  the  merits  of  their  paft 
conduct  with  their  conftituents, 
and  deemed  it  prudent  to  referve 
their  force,  to  the  near  approach 
of  the  feafon  of  conteft.  A  great 
number  of  them  were  likewife  en¬ 
gaged  on  duty  in  the  fervice  of 

their 
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their  country,  along  with  their 
refpeflive  regiments  of  militia ; 
and  were  generally,  and,  as  it 
was  afterwards  laid,  defignedly, 
Rationed  at  a  great  diftance  from 
their  conftituents  and  local  in- 
terefts.  / 

Many  perfons,  however,  deeply 
lamented,  and  obferved  with  great 
apprehenfion,  the  means  derived 
from  the  late  riots,  of  throwing 
the  civil  authority  of  the  nation 
into  difrepute,  and  of  fpreading 
an  opinion,  that  the  military  power 
was  neceffary  to  the  fupport  of  the 
laws  and  government,  and  to  the 
domeftic  fecurity  of  the  people. 
To  obviate  this  effeft,  afibciations 
were  formed  in  the  metropolis, 
and  elfewhere;  the  inhabitants 
purchasing  arms,  and  acquiring 
fuch  a  degree  of  knowledge  in 
their  exercile  and  ufe,  as  would  be 
neceffary  for  the  future  p refer va- 
tion  of  the7  public  peace,  and  for 
rendering;  all.  intervention  of  the 
army  unnecefiary.  This  fpirit 
fpread  considerably ;  and  the  mea- 
fure  of  providing  arms,  and  being 
at  all  times  ready  to  fupport  the 
civil  authority,  was  held  out  as  an 
act  of  conilitutional  duty  and 
neceffity. 

Nor  did  the  petitioning  coun¬ 
ties  entirely  fink  under  the  prefent 
torrent  of  public  opinion,  nor  re- 
fign  themfelves  to  the  impreffions 
of  apprehenfton  and  terror  which 
now  prevailed. 

.  ^  A  numerous  meeting 

of  the  York  Hi  ire  com¬ 
mittee  of  affociation, 
compofed  of  fome  of  the  principal 
gentleman  of  that  great  county, 
came  to  Several  very  fpirited  refo- 
lutions  on  f.his  fubjedt To  ex¬ 
culpate  themfelves  and  their  de¬ 
fig  ns  from  any  the  lealt  intention 
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cr  tendency  to  produce  diforder 
and  confuSion  :  and  to  treat  all 

7  I 

iniinuacions  to  the  contrary,  from 
whatever  quarter  they  might  have 
been  derived,  as  defamatory  fug- 
geflions,  contrived  to  deter  the 
affociated  bodies  from  the  profe- 
cution  of  their  juft  and  neceffary 
plan  of  public  reformation  -To 
aftert,  that  the  ufe  of  arms  for  the 
prefervation  of  order  and  public 
peace,  was  not  only  a  right  in 
every  citizen,  but  a  duty  impofed 
upon  them  by  the  exprefs  letter  of 
the  law:-— To  condemn  the  orders 
rafhly  ifi'ued  in  London  for  difarm¬ 
ing  the  inhabitants,  as  unconfti- 
tutional  and  illegal:— To  enter  a 
kind  of  proteftation  againft  the  in¬ 
terference  of  the  military  in  the 
fupprefiion  of  riots,  not  under  the 
direction  of  the  civil  magiftrafe, 
but  at  tine  difcretion  of  the  com¬ 
manding  ofticer : — And,  that  how¬ 
ever  the  order  for  the  difcretion- 
ary  interference  of  the  military  iti 
the  fupprefiion  of  the  late  riots  ia 
the  metropolis,  might  have  been 
unavoidable,  through  the  great- 
nefs  of  the  danger,  and  the  inti¬ 
midation  of  the  magiftracy  ;  yet 
the  extenfion  of  fimilar  orders  to 
the  army  in  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  where  no  fuch  danger 
exifted,  and  where  no  reluctance 
in  the  magiftracy  to  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  their  duty  appeared  or 
was  fufpecled,  could  not  be  de¬ 
fended. 

The  county  of  Middlefex,  fome 
time  after,  adopted,  verbatim,  the 
refolutions  of  the  county  of  York  * 
arid  they  were  likewife  adopted  by 
the  city  of  London,  excepting  only 
that,  which  conveyed  a  reflection, ' 
on  her  own  magiftracy.  They 
were  in  time  more  or  lefs  adopt¬ 
ed,  or  fimilar  ones  prcpofed,  by 
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Other  public  bodies.  But  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Huntingdon  went  farther 
than  any  other.  In  the  firft  place 
they  inftruCled  their  reprefenta- 
lives  to  make  an  enquiry  in  par¬ 
liament,  by  whole  advice  the  or¬ 
ders  ifl'ued  to  the  military  in  the 
metropolis,  had  been  extended  to- 
various  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and 
fo  long  continued,  contrary  to  the 
common  courfe  of  law  ?  and  that 
they  fhould  take  fuch  fteps,  as 
were  bell  fuited  to  prevent  fuch 
unconftitutional  and  dangerous  or¬ 
ders  from  being  ifl'ued  in  (future. 
The  next  refolution  was  exp  re  fled 
in  the  following  words — “  That 
•  “  it  be  recommended  to  every 
“  houfe-keeper  to  have  proper 
“  arms,  fuch  as  mufket  and  bay- 
“  onet,  and  to  be  ready  and  ex- 
<(  pert  in  the  ufe  of  them  ;  to  be 
<f  prepared  againil  all  emergen- 
“  cies  that  may  arife  from  any  at- 
t(  tack  of  our  many  furrounding 
,  “  enemies,  or  any  invafion  of  our 
**  rights  and  liberties.” 

As  the  late  impreflions  produced 
by  the  riots,  were  by  degrees  weak¬ 
ened,  and  gave  place  to  a  jealoufy 
of  the  difcretionary  power  in  the 
army,  of  adting  independently  of 
the  civil  authority,  it  became  a 
fubject  of  murmur  and  complaint; 
and  in  that  ftate  of  temper,  feveral 
of  the  aflociations  which  had  been 
armed  and  formed  for  the  purpofe 
of  aflifling  the  civil  magiftrate  in 
the  prefervation  of  peace  and  or¬ 
der,  received  applaufe  and  thanks 
from  different  public  bodies. 

The  attention  to  other  national 
concerns  revived  along  with  this 
jealoufy.  Yorkfhire  appointed 
three  delegates  to  attend  in  Lon¬ 
don  during  the  enfuing  feflion, 
in  order  to  communicate  with 
thofe  of  other  counties  and  corpo- 
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rations,  and  by  mutual  aid  and  ad¬ 
vice,  to  give  fupport  and  efficacy 
to  their  petitions.  Much  com¬ 
plaint  and  cenfure  was  thrown  out 
by  feveral  of  thefe  bodies  upon  the 
conduct  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
in  the  la  ft  feflion.  The  Devon- 
fhire  committee,  exprefling  them- 
felves  in  rather  ftronger  terms  than 
fome  others,  fay,  that  they  And. 
themfelves  under  a  neceflity  of  de¬ 
claring,  that  nothing  had  hitherto 
been  done  by  parliament  towards 
effe&ing  the  ends  required  by  the 
petitions,  notwithflanding  that  the 
refolutions  of  the  commons  them¬ 
felves  acknowledged  the  juftnefs 
of  the  prayers  of  thofe  petitions. 
Yet,  fay  they,  inflead  of  proceed¬ 
ing  to  that  reform,  the  very  in¬ 
fluence  complained  of  was  exerted, 
either  to  rejedt  in  the  firft  inftance, 
or  to  baffle  in  its  progrefs,  every 
propofition  that  was  offered  to  the 
confideration  of  parliament,  for 
eft'edling  the  ends  propofed.  Si¬ 
milar  obfervations  were  made  by 
other  committees. 

Several  of  the  aflbciated  cr  pe¬ 
titioning  bodies,  after  great  ap¬ 
plaufe  to  Mr.  Burke  and  other 
gentlemen,  for  their  attempts  in 
the  late  feflion,  and  a  declaration 
that  they  could  not  hope  for  any 
effedlual  redrefs,  with  refpedt  to 
the  grofs  abufes  in  the  raifing  and 
expenditure  of  the  public  money, 
from  the  endeavours  of  the  com- 
miflioners  of  accounts,  requefted 
him  to  bring  forward  his  bill  of 
reform  in  the  enfuing  feflion  of 
parliament. 

The  proclamation  for  „ 

diflblving  the  parliament 
operated  like  a  thunder-  ' 
clap,  with  refpedt  to  fuddennefs 
and  furprize,  on  thofe  who  were 
not  in  the  fecret.  A  new  proro¬ 
gation 
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gation  had  taken  place  within  a 
few  days,  which  Served  to  render 
the  droke  dill  more  unexpected. 
The  fliortnefs  of  the  time  allotted 
for  the  elections,  increafed  the 
difficulties  and  disadvantages  to 
thofe,  who  were  at  a  didance  from 
their  boroughs  or  intereds,  and 
who  had  taken  no  previous  mea- 
fures  of  Security.  From  thefe, 
and  from  the  other  caufes  which 
we  have  mentioned,  the  elections 
went  much  in  favour  of  the  court, 
and  Several  of  the  mod  popular 
members,  whole  public  conduCt 
deemed  to  receive  the  general  ap¬ 
probation  of  their  condiments, 
were  notwithdanding  thrown  out 
of  their  feats.  Mr.  Fox,  however, 
carried  his  eleCtion  for  the  city  of 
Wedminder  by  a  great  majority 
againft  the  Earl  of  Lincoln,  who 
was  Supported  by  the  whole  weight 
and  power  of  the  court.  Admiral 
Keppel,  who  was  thrown  out  of 
his  old  feat  at  Windfor,  by  that 
weight  and  influence,  was  brought 
in  by  the  public  Spirit  of  the  elec¬ 
tors  for  the  county  of  Surrey, 
where  he  had  little  local  interefl  or 
connection,  compared  with  thofe 
qf  the  other  candidate, 

113  new  men  obtained  feats  in 
parliament.  The  poverty  of  the 
times,  operating  along  with  the 
general  hopeleffnefs  which  now 
prevailed,  that  any  oppofition  in 
parliament  would  be  capable  of 
producing  a  beneficial  altera¬ 
tion  in  the  conduCt  of  public  af¬ 
fairs,  had  both  together  fo  power¬ 
ful  an  effect,  that  candidates 
were  not  to  be  found,  who  would 
fupport  the  ufual  expen  five  con- 
teds  of  the  counties.  No  gene¬ 
ral  election,  perhaps  for  a  cen¬ 
tury,  produced  fo  little  expence  in 
that  refpeCt.  Several  members  of 


the  late  parliament,  who,  although 
they  did  not  take  the  trouble  of 
declaring  their  Sentiments  to  the 
public,  ,were  tired  of  a  condant 
fruitlefs  attendance,  and  oppofl- 
tion,  either  determined  to  retire 
entirely  from  public  bufinefs,  or 
grew  very  indifferent  as  to  the 
event  of  their  elections.  The  ge¬ 
neral  venality  which  now  appear¬ 
ed  among  the  electors,  and  that 
contempt  of  their  own  declarations 
and  refolutions,  as  well  as  of  all 
paft  faithful  Service,  which  it  pro¬ 
duced,  could  not  fail  highly  to 
difgud  many,  and  to  render  them 
ftill  more  hopelefs  of  public  af¬ 
fairs.  They  peevifhly  faid,  that 
whatever  Small  degree  of  public 
Spirit  and  virtue  dill  remained 
among  the  people  was  entirely 
evaporated  in  words ;  and  when¬ 
ever  the  touchftone  was  applied, 
their  venality  would  not  only  ap¬ 
pear  predominant,  but  would  prove 
to  be  their  only  principle. 

It  does  not  frequently  happen, 
that  the  accidents  which  befal  in¬ 
dividuals,  fhould  produce  any 
great  effeCt  upon  the  political 
conduCt  or  Situation  of  dates,  and 
If  ill  lefs  upon  the  general  date  of 
public  affairs.  The  capture  of 
Mr.  Laurens,  late  Prefident  of  the 
Congrefs,  on  his  paffage  from 
America,  was  however  one  of  thofe 
Singular  indances,  in  which  the 
political  Situation  of  no  Small  part 
of  Europe  Seemed  considerably  af- 
feCted  by  the  fortune  of  a  Single 
man.  It  was  the  occafion,  if  not 
the  caufe,  of  the  precipitate  rup¬ 
ture  between  Great  Britain  and 
Holland,  and  of  that  friendlhip 
and  alliance  which  had  for  fo 
many  years  bound  together  thofe 
neighbouring  maritime  and  Pro- 
teflant  powers.  That  which  had 

been 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [143 


been  considered  as  the  fecond  ma¬ 
ritime  power,  and  more  than 
once  boldly  fupported  her  claim 
to  the  empire  of  the  fea,  which 
had  To  long  participated  in  the 
intereils  and  glory  of  England, 
was  now  added  to  a  combination, 
avowedly  formed  to  reduce,  if  not 
entirely  to  annihilate  her  naval 
power. 

Mr.  Laurens  being  bound  from 
Philadelphia,  in  a  Congrefs  pack¬ 
et,  on  an  embafTy  to  Holland,  was 
taken  in  the  beginning  of  Sep¬ 
tember  on  the  banks  of  Newfound¬ 
land,  by  the  Yeftal  frigate,  com¬ 
manded  by  Captain  Keppel.  The 
package  which  contained  his  pa¬ 
pers  had  been  thrown  overboard, 
but  its  bulk  preventing  it  from 
fuddenly  finking,  it  was  faved  by 
the  boldnefs  and  dexterity  of  a 
Smith  teaman,  and  moll  of  the 
papers  recovered  from  the  efFefis 
of  the  water. 

Upon  his  arrival  in  England, 
he  was  committed  as  a  Hate  pri- 

r  1  loner,  and  upon  a  charge 

Q  -H.  r  1  *  v  . 

of  hjgn  treaion,  to  the 
Tower  of  London,  under  a  war¬ 
rant  or  order  finned  bv  the  three 
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fectetaries  of  Hate.  He  is  faid, 
upon  his  examination  before  the 
minillers,  to  have  claimed  the 
privilege  of  his  fituation,  in  cau- 
tioufly  declining  to  anfwer  any 
queltions  whole  tendency  he  could 
not  immediately  perceive,  fo  that 
little  other  information  was  ob¬ 
tained  from  him  than  an  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  his  name,  and  of  his 
late  coudition  as  Prefident  of  the 
Congrefs. 

But  this  defecl  was  abundantly 
fupplied  by  his  papers.  The  moll 
important,  however  of  thefe,  and 
which  produced  the  fubfequent 
efjeti,  were  the  papers  relating  to 


an  eventual  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  between  America  and 
Holland,  which  had  been  in  agi¬ 
tation  for  more  than  two  years 
pail,  and  to  which  Mr.  Laurens 
was  furnifhed  with  power,  to  put 
the  finifhing  hand.  Among  thefe 
was  a  draught  of  the  treaty,  which 
was,  however,  only  to  take/ effect, 
when  the  independence  of  Ame¬ 
rica  fliould  be  acknowledged  by 
Great  Britain,  or  confirmed  at  a 
peace.  The  negociators  on  the 
fide  of  Holland,  were  M.  Van 
Berkel,  penfionary  and  counfellor 
to  the  city  of  Amllerdam,  (an  of¬ 
fice  of  great  weight  and  power) 
with  other  members  of  the  regen¬ 
cy,  afiiiled  by  fome  great  commer¬ 
cial  houfes  of  that  city.  It  does 
not  appear,  that  the  Hates  gene¬ 
ral  were  at  all  confulted  upon,  or 
concerned  in  the  tranfaclion  ;  fo 
that  it  was  more  properly  a  provi- 
fional  treaty  with  the  dates  of  that 
city,  or  at  moll  with  the  province 
of  Holland,  than  with  the  united 
provinces  at  large.  But  Amller¬ 
dam  depended  upon  her  own  weight 
and  influence,  including  that  of 
the  province  in  which  fhe  bears  fo 
fuprerne  a  fway,  together  with  the 
public  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  the  treaty,  as  fully  compe¬ 
tent  to  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  its 
ratification,  when  the  proper  fea- 
fon  arrived  ;  and  it  fee  ms  that  the 
Americans  confldered  this  fecurity 
as  fu  ily  fuflicient. 

We  have  formerly  (hewn,  that 
the  Dutch  in  genera!,  even  at  the 
very  commencement  of  the  trou¬ 
bles,  much  difapproved  of  the 
harlh  meafures,  which  were  then 
in  contemplation  or  purfuit  with 
refpedl  to  America.  Many,  if  not 
molt  of  thefe,  were  at  that  time 
well  affefled  to-' Great  Britain, 

and 
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and  lamented  upon  her  own  ac¬ 
count,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Pro- 
teilant  and  maritime  intereds  in 
general,  the  dangerous  tendency, 
as  they  held  it,  of  that  conduct 
which  fhe  had  now  adopted ;  but 
they  likewife,  at  the  fame  time, 
felt  greatly  for  the  calamities 
which  were  falling,  or  likely  to 
fall  upon  the  Britiffi  Americans ; 
and  could  not  but  deeply  Sympa¬ 
thize  with  a  people,  whofe  fitua- 
tion  bore  fo  near  a  refeinblance  to 
what  once  had  been  their  own.  It 
was  much  more  upon  thefe  princi¬ 
ples,  than  upon  any  that  were  in¬ 
imical  to  Great  Britain,  that  the 
Scotch  regiments  were  refufed  in 
the  beginning  of  the  canted. 

But  thefe  feelings  being  conti¬ 
nually  irritated  by  the  aggrava¬ 
tions  of  the  war,  what  at  fird 
feemed  to  be  only  a  friendly  con¬ 
cern  or  blame  for  wrong-doing, 
by  degrees  degenerated  into  a  fett¬ 
led  diflike;  and  thofe  under  its 
influence,  continually  fell  in  with 
and  drengthened  the  French  par¬ 
ty,  who  were  afting  upon  princi-' 
pies  direflly  oppoflte  to  thofe 
which  had  originally  operated 
with  themfeives.  Other  caufes 
concurred  in  the  fame  effect.  A 
harih  remondrance  from  the  court 
of  London j  which  was  reprefent- 
ed  as  holding  a  domineering  and 
arbitrary  language,  unfitting  to  be 
offered  to  fovereign  and  independ¬ 
ent  Hates,  indead  of  intimidation, 
excited  nothing  but  refen tment. 
Some  jealoufy  of  the  views  of  the 
ifadtholder,  fomented  by  theFrench 
faction,  had  for  fome  time  been 
gaining  great  ground;  and  it  be¬ 
ing  fuppofed  that  he  would  be 
fupported  in  thefe  by  the  court  of 
London,  that  circumflance  ferve'd 


not  a  little  to  loofen  the  bonds 
union  between  both  nations. 

The  recent  circumftances  of  ex- 
amining  and  bringing  in-theDutch 
convoy  under  Count  Byland,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  the 
royal  proclamation  ifiued  in  Lon¬ 
don  on  the  17th  of  April,  in  con^ 
fequence  of  the  failure  of  the  ftates 
genera],  in  not  furnifhing  the  fuc- 
cours  dipulated  by  treaty  to  Great 
Britain,  are  frefh  in  every  memo¬ 
ry,  and  were  dated  in  our  lad  vo¬ 
lume. 

Thus  circumdances  of  irrita¬ 
tion  and  jealoufy,  were  continual¬ 
ly  accumulating  on  both  Tides, 
until  the  prefect  evfent  brought 
things  to  their  ultimate  point  of 
decision.  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke  im¬ 
mediately  preffed  the  bufinefs  in 
drong  memorials  to  the  dates  ge¬ 
neral,  and  after  dating  the  clan- 
dedine  ccrrefpondence  which,  it 
now  appeared  from  Mr.  Laurens’s 
papers,  the  dates  of  Amderdam 
had  long  carried  on  with  the  Ame¬ 
rican  rebels,  and  the  inftruTions 
and  powers  which  they  had  given, 
for  entering  into  a  treaty  with 
thofe  rebels,  although  they  were 
the  natural  fubjefls  of  a  fovere’fgn 
to  whom  the  republic  was  joined 
by  the  drifted  ties  of  friend fhip, 
he  then  demanded,  in  the  name  of 
the  king  his  mailer,  not  only  a 
formal  difavowa!  of  fo  irregular  a 
ccnduft,  but  alfo  infided  on  fpee- 
dy  fatis faction,  adequate  to  the 
offences,  and  the  punifhment  of 
the  Pendonary  Van  Berkel  and 
his  accomplices,  as  diffurbers  of 
the  public  peace,  and  violators  of 
the  righ  ts  of  nations. 

An  immediate  anfwer  not  being 
given,  the  Britifh  ambaffador  con¬ 
tinued  to  prefs  the  mattef  clofeiy 
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Dec.  20th. 


feveral  conferences,  and  at  length 
in  a  fecond  memorial.  The  dates 
general  then  informed  Sir  Jofeph 
Yorke,  by  a  meffage,  that  nis 
memorial  had  been  taken  ad  re¬ 
ferendum  by  the  deputies  of  the  re- 
fpeitlve  provinces,  according  to 
the  received  order  and  conditurion 
of  government;  and  that  they 
would  endeavour  to  frame  an  an- 
fwer  to  it,  as  foon  as  the  nature 
of  their  government  v/ould  admit. 
This  not  being  at  all  deemed  fa- 
tisfaCtory  bv  the  court  of  London, 
Sir  Jofeph  Yorke  received  orders 
to  withdraw  from  the  Hague;  and 
that  dep  was  followed,  before  the 
clofe  of  the  year,  by 
a  declaration  of  hodi- 
lities  againd  Holland. 

Such  was  in  general  the  date  of 
public  affairs  previous  to  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  new  parliament.  No 
change  of  any  confequence  had 
taken  place  in  adminidration,  any 
more  than  in  the  date  of  the  par¬ 
ties  that  compofed  the  oppofirion. 
It  could  not  arife  from  an  appre- 
hendon,  on  the  dde  of  the  court, 
of  any  deficiency  of  drength  in  the 

c  ,  Houle  of  Lards,  that 

Sept.  20th.  r 

r  y  nx  new  peers  were  now 
created;  and  mud  therefore  be  at¬ 
tributed  to  a  fenfe  of  merit,  and 

of  fervices. 
Gage,  the  Ho¬ 
nourable  James  Brudenell,  Sir 
William  De  Grey,  Sir  William 
Bagot,  Hon.  Charles  Fitzroy, 
and  Henry  Herbert,  E(q;  who 
were  all  created  Englifli  barons. 
We  do  not  confider  the  granting 
of  a  baronage,  with  an  extention 
to  the  female  line,  in  Earl  Tal¬ 
bot’s  family,  as  an  immediate  in- 
creafe  of  peerage. - Some  fmali 

„  ..  ,  time  before  the  meet- 
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Carlide  was  appointed  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Ireland  ;  and  Lord 
Grantham  fucceeded  him  at  the 
head  of  the  board  of  trade. 

The  fird  bufinefs  in  the  a 
Houfe  of  Commons  was  ne-  ^ 
ceffarily  the  choice  of  a  fpeaker;" 
a  bufinefs  which  afforded  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  a  trial  of  drength  on 
both  ddes,  and  to  the  miniders, 
not  only  of  gratifying  former  re- 
fentments,  but  of  (hewing  the 
danger,  in  certain  fituations,  of 
incurring  their  difpleafure.  Our 
readers  will  recoiled:,  that  the 
fpeech  made  by  Sir  Fletcher  Nor¬ 
ton,  as  fpeaker,  oh  the  7th  of 
May,  1777,  upon  his  prefenting 
to  the  throne,  the  bills  for  the 
difeharge  of  the  civil  lid  debts, 
and  for  the  addition  of  100, cool,  a 
year  to  that  edablifhment,  gave 
great  umbrage  at  the  time  to  the 
court  and  adminidration  ;  and  that 
notwithdanding  the  fanction  of  an 
immediate  vote  of  approbation 
from  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the 
matter  was  dill  fo  heavily  refen  ted, 
as  to  be  again  brought  forward, 
when  it  was  productive  of  long 
debates,  which  were  intermixed 
wich  no  fmali  degree  of  warmth 
and  acrimony.  The  Houfe  of 
Commons,  however,  fupported 
their  fpeaker,  and  he  obtained  a 
complete  triumph  upon  that  occa- 
don. 

The  differences  which  broke  out 
between  the  fpeaker  and  the  mini- 
der  in  the  late  fellion,  are  within 
every  one’s  recollection,  and  are 
dated  in  our  lad  volume.  In  the 
altercations  which  then  arofe,  the 
fpeaker  openly  aferibed  to  his  con¬ 
duct  on  the  former  occadon,  the 
caufes  of  his  prefent  complaints, 
and  of  that  negleCt  and  want  of 
confidence,  which  he  had  ever7 
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fince  experienced  from  the  mini- 
ftry.  The  difculfions  which  that 
bufinefs  produced,  any  more  than 
the  part  which  the  fpeaker  had 
taken  upon  fome  public  queftions 
of  great  importance,  by  no  means 
tended  to  reconciliation. 

All  thefe  matters  were  in  full 
operation  again  ft  the  late  fpeaker. 
Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  at  the  meet- 
ing  of  the  new  parliament.  Ano¬ 
ther  fpeaker  was  accordingly  de¬ 
termined  upon,  and  the  mode  of 
conducting  the  bufinefs  adopted 
by  the  minifters,  was  to  pay  the 
higheft  compliments  to  the  late 
fpeaker  upon  his  abilities  and 
knowledge,  and  to  make  the  great- 
eft  acknowledgements,  as  well  of 
the  honour  and  dignity  with 
which  he  filled  his  high  ftation, 
as  of  the  firmnefs,  prudence,  di¬ 
ligence,  and  indefatigable  zeal, 
with  which  he  had  difcharged  its 
exceedingly  laborious  duties.  But 
being  thus  let  down  upon  foft 
ground,  it  was  then  lamented, 
that  by  the  continued  exertion  of 
thefe  eftimable  qualities,  during 
two  parliaments,  his  conftitution 
had  been  fo  much  impaired,  that 
its  effiedls  in  the  laft  feftion,  had 
been  but  too  vifibie  to  every  gen¬ 
tleman  then  in  parliament;  and 
indeed,  notwithftanding  the  ea¬ 
ger  nets  of  his  zeal,  could  not  but 
confiderably  affedl  the  public  bufi¬ 
nefs  of  that  time.  That  confider- 
ing  the  prefent  critical  fituation 
of  public  affairs,  much  bufinefs, 
and  confequently  many  long  and 
fate  debates,  were  likely  to  come 
on;  and  that  under  all  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  it  would  neither  be 
decent  in  the  gentleman  himfelf 
to  propofe,  nor  becoming  in  that 
houfe,  to  lliew  fo  little  refpeft 
and  gratitude  to  him,  as  to  adopt 


the  propofition,  of  again  putting 
him  into  a  fituation,  the  fatigues 
of  which,  in  his  prefent  precarious 
ftate  of  health,  muft  be  equally 
beyond  his  powers  of  application, 
and  deftru&ive  to  his  conftitu¬ 
tion. 

The  American  minifter,  after 
an  introduction  upon  this  ground, 
then  moved,  that  Mr.  Cornwall, 
a  gentleman  eminently  endowed 
with  all  the  qualifications  necef- 
fary  for  fulfilling  the  duties  of  that 
high  office,  with  no  lefs  honour  to 
himfelf,  than  advantage  to  the 
houfe.  fhould  be  chofen  their 
fpeaker.  The  motion  was  fecond- 
ed  by  Mr.  Weibore  Ellis. 

The  oppofition  expreffied  the 
utmoft  aftonilhment,  not  only  at 
the  motion,  but  at  the  arguments 
which  were  held  out  as  the  grounds 
of  its  fupport.  The  minifters  had 
acknowledged  the  late  fpeaker  to 
be  the  moll  able  of  all  men  to  fill 
the  chair,  and  in  the  very  mo¬ 
ment  of  that  confeffion,  they  pro¬ 
pofe  another  candiate,  and  to 
heighten  the  inconiiftency,  ftrong- 
ly  recommend  to  him,  to  copy 
the  example  of  his  predeceffior. 
As  to  the  bad  health  of  the  late 
fpeaker  being  aftigned  as  a  caufe 
for  his  rejection,  it  was  a  very 
bare,  and  an  entirely  unfounded 
pretence.  The  health  of  the  late 
fpeaker  was  now  fo  firmly  efta- 
blifhed,  that  he  was  evidently  as 
capable  of  difcharging  all  the 
duties  of  his  office,  as  ever  he  had 
been  in  any  part  of  his  life.  This 
pretence  was  therefore  an  abfolute 
mockery  of  the  houfe,  and  the 
motion  was  intended  as  a  direct 
infult  upon  that  gentleman;  and 
if  the  meafure  was  adopted,  it 
would  be  a  moll  ungrateful  re¬ 
turn,  for  the  many  years  of  the 
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moft  valuable  part  of  his  life, 
which  he  had  with  fo  much  ho¬ 
nour  and  ability  devoted  to  the 
public  fervice  of  his  country  in 
thathoufe.  Mr.  Dunning  accord¬ 
ingly  moved,  and  the  motion  was 
feconded  by  Mr.  Thomas  Townf- 
hend,  that  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  be 
continued  fpeaker. 

That  gentleman  himfelf  faid, 
fhat  on  account  of  his  ill  date  of 
health  in  the  preceding  feffion, 
and  the  unavoidable  interruption 
which  it  occalioned  to  the  public 
bufinefs,  he  had  come  to  the  houfe 
under  a  full  determination  not  to 
go  again  into  the  chair  upon  any 
account;  and  that  he  mull  there¬ 
fore  decline  the  honour  intended 
him  by  his  learned  friend  who 
had  made  the  motion,  and  by  him 
who  had  feconded  it,  for  his  re- 
inllatement.  But  he  mull  be  an 
idiot  indeed,  if  he  could  believe 
that  his  Hate  of  health,  of  which 
none  of  the  king’s  minillers  had 
ever  received  the  fmallell  intima¬ 
tion  from  him,  was  the  real  caufe 
of  their  moving  for  a  new  fpeaker, 
without  holding  the  fmalleft  pre¬ 
vious  communication  with  him 
upon  the  fubjecl.  Fie  had  in  the 
lad  feilion,  at  the  peril  of  his  life, 
and  contrary  to  the  advice  of  his 
phyficians,  come  down  to  that 
houfe:  he  had,  when  aimed:  over¬ 
whelmed  with  infirmity,  drug- 
gled  hard  to  forward  the  bufinefs 
of  parliament;  and  he  had  done 
fo  at  the  particular  defire  of  thofe, 
who  now  moved  to  have  another 
gentleman  appointed  fpeaker.  This 
was  ufage  he  did  not  expefl ;  he 
thought  he  had  merited  other  treat¬ 
ment.  He  had  been  in  town  three 
days,  and  had  never  been  alked, 
whether  his  health  would  enable 
him  to  continue  in  the  chair,  nor 
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had  he  been  applied  to  dirp&ly  or 
indireflly,  on  the  fubjefl  of  choof- 
ing  a  new  fpeaker.  It  was  then 
an  infult  on  the  underdanding  of 
every  gentleman  prefent,  to  pre¬ 
tend  that  an  anxiety  for  his  health 
was  the  real  caufe,  for  moving 
that  another  fpeaker  might  be 
chofen  ;  and  he  called  upon  the 
miniders  to  declare,  why  he  was 
thus  difgracefully  difmified? 

This  opened  a  wider  ground  of 
debate  to  the  oppolition,  which 
they  immediately  occupied.  They 
faid,  that  the  miniders  had  adopt¬ 
ed  and  reduced  to  a  fyftem  the 
abominable  practice,  of  endea¬ 
vouring  to  difgrace  every  digni¬ 
fied  character  in  the  kingdom ; 
and  more  efpecially  to  infult  and 
villify  thofe  men  whofe  conduit 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  approved. 
That  their,  refentments  were  not 
more  mean,  than  the  motive  011 
which  they  were  founded,  in  the 
prefent  indance,  was  unconditUY- 
tional  and  dangerous.  That  the  me¬ 
morable  fpeech,  which  had  drawn 
their  enmity  on  the  fpeaker,  re- 
fieiled  the  highed  honour  upon 
him;  and  was  equally  a  record  of 
his  impartiality  in  that  high  office, 
of  his  zeal  for  his  country,  and  of 
his  feeling  for  the  national  diflref- 
fes.  That  it  had  received  the  re* 
peated  approbation  of  the  com¬ 
mons  of  England ;  and  was  equal¬ 
ly  admired  and  approved  of  with¬ 
out  dotars.  And  yet  that  fpeech, 
under  fuch  fanftions,  was  the  only 
caufe  for  their  prefent  attempt  to 
infult  and  djfgrace  him.  That 
the  nation  would  now  form  a  pro¬ 
per  edimate  of  the  views  and 
principles  of  the  miniders,  when 
they  law  the  open  and  avowed 
perfecution  which  they  carried  on 
again  ft  ail  thofe,  who  faithfully 
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difcharged  their  public  duties,  and 
who  had  fpirit  and  virtue  fuffi- 
cient,  to  fupport  the  interefts  of 
the  people,  or  to  maintain  their 
rights.  The  new  members,  laid 
they,  will  now  fee  confirmed, 
what  they  had  before  heard  attri¬ 
buted  only  to  the  malice  of  parties, 
or  to  nevvfpaper  mifreprefentation. 
They  may  perhaps  obtain  a  good 
lelfon  now  at  their  firft  entrance, 
how  far  the  vengeance  of  power 
is  capable  of  operating  even  in 
this  popular  alTembly. 

The  minifters  took  no  farther 
fhare  in  the  debate,  beyond  the 
introductory  fpeech  of  the  noble 
lord  at  the  head  of  the  American 
affairs.  Lord  North,  though  more 
than  once  called  upon,  was  total¬ 
ly  filent.  Nor  could  the  warm 
challenges  of  the  late  fpeaker,  nor 
the  repeated  calls  of  the  oppofN 
tion,  draw  out  any  manner  of  ex¬ 
planation  from  them,  as  to  the 
caufes  or  motives  of  the  conduit  fo 
much  complained  of. 

The  debate  was,  however,  fup- 
ported  with  great  fpirit  by  the 
gentleman  who  feconded  the  mo¬ 
tion  for  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Cornwall,-  and  by  Mr.  Rigby. 
They  laid  they  had  never  before 
heard,  nor  could  they  by  any 
means  fubfcribe  to  the  doctrines 
which  were  now  broached.  This 
was  the  firfl  debate  in  which  they 
had  heard  it  aflerted,  that  there 
was  any  thing  of  infult,  difgrace, 
or  contempt  to  any  man.,  in  ap¬ 
pointing  a  fpeaker,  or  that  any 
gentleman  was  either  to  be  called 
on,  or  expeCled  to  ftate  his  rea-  „ 
fons,  why  he  recommended,  or 
why  he  voted,  for  this  or  that 
particular  candidate.  In  a  new 
parliament,  every  member  had  an 
undoubted  right  to  give  his  vote 


as  he  pleafed  for  a  new  fpeaker  % 
and  the  molt  learned  in  the  law 
were  defired  to  prove,  that  it  was 
any  part  of  the  conftitution  of 
parliament,  for  a  fpeaker  to  pof- 
fefs  the  chair  juft  as  long  as  he 
Ihould  think  proper,  unlefs  fome 
charge  of  criminality  could  be 
eftablilhed  againft  him. 

But  the  latter  of  thefe  gentle¬ 
men  went  farther*  and  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  he  had  objections  to 
the  late  fpeaker  on  more  accounts 
than  one ;  but  particularly  with 
refpeCt  to  that  conduCt  in  the  year 
17 77,  which  had  now  been  fo 
much  boafted  of.  He  had  at  that 
time  ftrongly  exprelfed  his  difap- 
probation,  both  of  the  fpeech,  and 
of  the  vote  of  thanks,  which  had 
been  now  read  as  a  matter  of 
triumph.  He  now  thought,  as 
he  then  did,,  that  the  fpeaker 
went  too  far ;  that  he  was  not 
warranted  to  Make  fuch  an  addrefs 
to  the  throne and  that  it  was 
flying  in  the  king’s  face.  Being 
called  to  order  for  ufing  the  royal 
name,  he,  with  his  ufual  firmnefs, 
infilled  that  the  oppofition  were 
not  warranted  in  calling  him  to 
order,,  as  he  had  not  ufed  that 
name  in  any  manner  which  could 
influence  the  freedom  of  debate. 
He  feemed  to  laugh  at  what 
had  been  thrown  out,  of  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  crown,,  and  the  fe- 
cret  reafons  for  the  motion  to  eleCi 
a  new  fpeaker;  fuch  things,  he 
faid,  might  have  an  effeCt  with 
younger  men,  and  with  thofe  who 
had  newly  entered  within  the 
walls  of  that  houfe,  but  they  could 
not  make  the  fmalleft  impreflion 
on  him.  The  mighty  .fecret,  he 
faid,  why  one  fide  of  the  houfe 
moved  for  a  new  fpeaker,  and  the 
other  fupported  the  old,  was  re¬ 
ducible 
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ducible  to  a  Ample  fatt,  and  when 
put  into  plain  Englifh,  and  Grip¬ 
ped  of  the  adventitious  drefs  of 
eloquence,  amounted  to  no  more, 
on  either  fide,  than  this — We’ll 
“  vote  for  you,  if  you’ll  be  for 
“  us.” 

It  did  not,  however,  appear, 
upon  the  divifion,  that  the  young 
men  and  new  members,  in  gene¬ 
ral,  had  any  great  objection  to 
think  or  aCl  with  the  minifters. 
Lord  George  Germain’s  motion 
for  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Corn¬ 
wall  to  be  fpeaker,  was  carried  by 
a  majority  of  203  votes,  to  134 
who  Supported  Mr.  Dunning’s  no¬ 
mination  of  the  late  fpeaker. 

The  new  fpeaker  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  well  received,  upon  his  in¬ 
troduction  to  the  throne,  at  the 
-nt  head  of  the  houfe,  on 

V‘  '  the  following  day.  The 
fpeech  to  both  houfes,  which  im¬ 
mediately  fucceeded  the  ceremo¬ 
nial  of  receiving  the  fpeaker, 
feemed  to  hold  out  a  motive,  with¬ 
out  its  being  direflly  affigned,  for 
the  late  diffolution,  by  declaring 
more  than  ordinary  fatisfa&ion  in 
meeting  parliament,  at  a  time, 
when  the  late  elections  afforded  an 
opportunity  of  receiving  the  moft 
certain  information  of  the  difpofi- 
tion  and  wifhes  of  the  people,  to 
which  his  majefty  was  always  in¬ 
clined  to  pay  the  utmoft  attention 
and  regard.  The  other  objeCts  of 
the  fpeech  were,  to  ftate,  in  a  full 
point  of  view,  the  arduous  fitqa- 
tion  of  public  affairs ;  the  formi¬ 
dable  nature,  the  injuftice,  and 
the  dangerous  views,  of  that  vail 
combination  of  force,  which  was 
formed  againil  us  in  fupport  of 
the  American  rebellion.  The 
whole  force  and  faculties  of  the 
French  and  Spanifli  monarchies 


were  drawn  forth,  and  exerted  to 
the  utmofl,  the  undifguifed  objeCt 
of  the  confederacy  being  to  grati¬ 
fy  a  boundlefs  ambition,  by  de- 
ftroying  the  commerce,  and  giving 
a  fatal  blow  to  the  power  of  Great 
Britain.  It  was  acknowledged, 
that  the  force  granted  by  the  lall 
parliament,  along  with  the  divine 
bleffing  on  the  bravery  of  our  fleets 
and  armies,  had  happily  fucceed¬ 
ed  in  withftanding  the  formidable 
attempts  of  our  enemies,  and  in 
fruftrating  the  great  expectations 
which  they  had  formed.  The  fig- 
nal  fucceffes  which  had  attended 
the  progrefs  of  the  Britifh  arms  in 
Georgia  and  Carolina,  were  held 
out  to  view  ;  and  were  faid  to  be 
gained,  with  fo  much  honour  to 
the  conduCt  and  courage  of  the 
officers,  and  to  the  valour  and  in¬ 
trepidity  of  the  troops,  as  equalled 
their  highefl  character  in  any  age, 
and,  it  was  trufted,  would  have 
important  confequences  in  bring¬ 
ing  the  war  to  a  happy  conclufion. 
But  though  the  accomplifhment  of 
that  great  end  was  molt  earneflly 
delired,  they  vvould  undoubtedly 
agree  in  opinion,  that  they  could 
only  fecure  fafe  and  honourable 
terms  of  peace,  by  fuch  powerful 
and  refpectable  preparations,  as 
fhould  convince  our  enemies,  that 
we  would  not  fubmit  to  receive 
the  law  from  any  powers  whatfo- 
ever,  and  that  we  are  united  in  a 
firm  refolution  to  decline  no  diffi¬ 
culty  or  hazard  in  the  defence  of 
our  country,  and  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  our  eflential  interefls.  The 
commons  were  informed,  that  his 
majefly  faw  and  felt,  with  con¬ 
cern,  that  the, various  fervices  of 
the  war,  mull,  unavoidably,  beat- 
tended  with  great  and  heavy  ex- 
pences;  but  they  were  defired  to 
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grant  fuch  fupplies  only,  as  their 
own  fecurity,  and  the  exigency  of 
affairs  fhould  be  found  to  require. 

The  forms  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  happened,  upon  this  occa- 
iion,  to  prevent  the  fpeech  from 
being  confidered  or  read  until  the 

Nov  6th  following  Tuefday ; 

when  an  addrefs,  ad¬ 
ding  the  ufual  reaffertion  of  all  the 
proportions  contained  in  the 
fpeech,  and  fuch  compliments  as 
the  events  of  the  day  fuggefted, 
was  moved  for  by  Mr.  De  Grey, 
and  feconded  by  Sir  Richard  Sut¬ 
ton.  An  amendment  was  moved 
by  Mr.  Grenville,  and  feconded 
by  Col.  Fitzpatrick,  propofing  to 
leave  out  the  whole  addrefs,  ex¬ 
cepting  the  complimentary  part, 
and  to  fubftitute  in  the  place  of 
the  fubfequent  claufes  thefe  words, 
that,  i(  In  this  arduous  conjunc- 
“  tare  we  are  determined  to  unite 
“  our  efforts  for  the  defence  of 
te  this  our  country;  and  we  beg 
“  leave  to  affure  your  majefty, 

that  we  will  decline  no  diffi- 
st  culty  or  hazard  in  preferving 
*e  the  effential  interefls  of  this 
*i  kingdom. ” 

As  the  old  queftion,  of  fup- 
porting  or  abandoning  the  Ameri¬ 
can  war,  neceffarily  held  a  princi¬ 
pal  part  in  the  prefent  debate,  we 
ibalj  only  attend 'to  the  new  mat¬ 
ter  introduced,  or  the  new  ground 
of  argument  taken,  on  either  fide. 
It  was  advanced,  in  fupport  of  the 
addrefs,  that  our  affairs  in  Ame¬ 
rica  were  m  a  much  better  train, 
and  much  more  profperous  fttua- 
tion,  than  they  had  been  at  any 
time  fince  the  convention  of  Sara¬ 
toga  :  that  the  fplendid  fuccefs  of 
IjOj  d  Cornwallis  m  the  fouthern 
colonies,  had  enhanced  the  repu¬ 
tation  of  the  Britifh  arms*  and 


had  in  the  higheft  degree  intimi¬ 
dated  our  enemies.  That  Caro¬ 
lina  was  entirely  reduced  to  the 
obedience  of  our  arms,  and  the 
numerous  friends  of  Great  Britain 
in  that  country,  were  no  longer 
afraid  to  avow  their  fentiments. 
That  it  was  no  longer  a  queftion 
of  all  egiance  and  independency 
between  us  and  our  colonies  ;  but 
the  queftion  now  was,  whether 
we  fhould  relinquiffi  thofe  valuable 
provinces  to  the  houfe  of  Bour¬ 
bon?  No  lover  of  his  country  could 
hefitate  a  moment,  in  oppofing  to 
the  laft  fuch  an  acceffion  of  ftrength 
to  our  natural  enemy;  and  no 
friend  of  America  could  wifh  that 
we  fhould  refign  her  to  the  yoke 
of  an  arbitrary  fovereign. 

Nothing,  they  faid,  could  be  a 
greater  miftake,  or  more  impro¬ 
perly  held  out,  than  the  language 
continually  ufed  on  the  other  fide, 
that  the  war  was  at  prefent  carried 
on  for  the  purpofe  of  conquering 
America.  The  fadl  was  directly 
otherwife.  The  war  was  now 
carried  on  toprote<5l  our  numerous 
American  friends  from  the  tyran¬ 
ny  and  oppreffion  of  the  con g refs. 
This  was  a  purpofe  which  neither 
jufiice,  humanity,  gratitude,  or 
even  a  regard  to  our  own  interefls, 
would  permit  us  to  abandon.  It 
would  not  now  be  infilled  that 
America  could  be  recovered  by 
conqueft;  but  it  was  well  to  be 
hoped,  that  America  was  Hill  to 
be  regained  by  this  country.  The 
juft  and  liberal  offers  made  by 
Great  Britain  to  America,  had 
produced  very  great  and  general 
effedls  upon  the  minds  of  the  peo¬ 
ple;  and  it  was  not  to  be  doubted 
that  more  than  half  the  Ameri¬ 
cans,  when  freed  from  their  op- 
preflbrs,  would  appear  to  have 

been 
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been  friends  to  the  Britifh  go¬ 
vernment.  This  then  was  no  fea- 
,fon  for  the  language  of  defpond- 
ency ;  our  late  fignal  fucceffes, 
operating  upon  this  difpofition  of 
the  people,  mull  produce  the  hap- 
pieft  effefts;  and,  that  as  we  have 
now  feen  and  corrected  our  own 
errors,  fo  the  prevalence  of  reafon 
over  paffion  will  operate  equally 
with  the  Americans,  and  prevent 
their  being  far  behind  us;  efpe- 
cially  as  occafion  mud  continually 
be  given,  for  contrading  the  hap- 
pinefs  which  they  enjoyed  under 
our  mild  government,  with  the  ty¬ 
ranny  of  their  prefent  rulers,  and 
of  feeling  more  and  more  their 
odious  and  difgraceful  dependence 
on  France. 

They  then  contended,  that  our 
fituation  precluded  every  profpeft 
of  honourable  peace,  but  through 
the  medium  of  victory;  that  the 
profecution  of  the  war  with  the 
utmod  energy,  until  it  might  be 
terminated  on  better  and  more  ho¬ 
nourable  grounds  that  at  prefent, 
was  elfential  to  the  political  exilt- 
ence  of  Great  Britain;  and,  in  a 
word,  that  we  mud  humble  France 
through  the  fades  of  America.  - 
That  if  we  even  fubmitted  to  the 
humiliating  and  difgraceful  mea- 
fure  of  acknowledging  the  inde¬ 
pendency  of  America,  dill,  that 
fatal  conceffion,  which  would  ex- 
pofe  us  to  the  probable  lofs  of  all 
our  tranfmarine  podeffions,  and 
fink  the  political  confequence  of 
this  kingdom  to  nothing  in  the 
fcale  of  Europe,  would  not  acce¬ 
lerate  the  work  of  peace,  however 
fervently  that  happy  event  was 
to  be  defired.  America  was  a  new 
Hate;  (he  mud  maintain  or  eftab- 
]i(h  her  public  character;  and  (lie 
was  bound  by  every  tie  of  policy. 
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as  well  as  honour,  not  to  defert 
her  allies,  or  to  leave  them  ex - 
pofed  to  our  collected  efforts,  in  a 
war  undertaken  for  her  advantage. 
But  if  it  were  other  wife,  (lie  was 
now  too  clofely  connected  with, 
and  too  much  dependent  on 
France,  to  have  it  in  her  power  to 
enter  into  a  feparate  treaty  with 
Great  Britain. 

Our  fituation  was  undoubtedly 
difficult  and  perilous;  but,  if  our 
native  courage  did  not  do  it,  we 
might  learn  from  the  example  of 
other  wife  and  powerful  nations, 
never  to  defpond  in  any  circum- 
(lances  ;  but  to  expert  the  happy 
effects  of  fortitude  even  in  the 
mod  adverfe  fituations.  Nor,  in 
truth,  was  the  heterogeneous  con¬ 
federacy  formed  againd  us,  al¬ 
though  undoubtedly  in  a  very 
high  degree  powerful,  by  any 
means  fo  tremendous  and  alarm¬ 
ing  as  was  reprefented  and  ima¬ 
gined.  Befides  the  principles  of 
difunion,  and  many  other  faults 
common  to  all  confederacies,  this 
was  compofed  of  powers,  which, 
in  the  nature  of  things,  were  the 
mod  unlikely,  if  not  utterly  in¬ 
capable,  of  coalefcing,  for  any 
continuance,  with  cordiality,  that 
ever  were,  or  that  poffibly  could 
be  brought  together.  The  Spa¬ 
niards  had  the  ftrongeft  natural 
averfion,  cherifhed  by  the  accumu¬ 
lated  prejudices  of  ail  ages,  both 
to  the  people  and  country  of 
France.  And  could  it  be  fup- 
pofed  or  believed,  that  the  Pro- 
tedant  republicans  of  North  Ame¬ 
rica,  who  were  more  zealoufly 
attached  to  their  religious  and  po¬ 
litical  principles  than  perhaps  any 
other  civilized  people,  and  who 
were  fighting  againd  their  parent 
country  and  their  own  blood  for 
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liberty ,  fhould  enter  into  a  cordial 
friendihip  and  lading  ba.nds  of 
union  with  a  Roman  Catholic  and 
defpotic  power,  which  having  en~ 
ilaved  its  own  people,  would  not 
afford  the  word  liberty  a  place  in 
•its  didUonaries.  We  fhould  then 
ftrike  at  the  whole  confederacy, 
and  not  at  this  part  or  that  fepa- 
rately,  until  the  vigour  of  our 
efforts,  operating  upon  its  own 
principles  of  diiToIution,  had  fha- 
ken  the  whole  fabric  to  pieces. 

On  the  other  fide  jt  was  ob- 
ferved,  that  there  was  every  year 
a  new  reafon  for  continuing  the 
American  war;  firft,  it  was  ite- 
ceflary  to  lend  troops  to  deliver 
the  men  of  property  and  confe* 
quence  on  that  continent  from  the 
tyranny  of  the  mob ;  afterwards 
to  deliver  the  lower  ranks  from 
the  oppreffion  of  the  upper,  and 
prticuiarly  of  the  congrefs ;  and 
now  we  are  called  upon  to  deliver 
both  from  the  thraldom  in  which 
they  were  held  by  France.  Such 
were  the  vain  and  empty  delulic-ns 
by  which,  year  after  year,  the 
nation  had  been  led  through  all 
the  calamity,  lofs,  danger,  and 
difgrace,  of  this  ruinous  war. 
The  infatuation  of  the  minifters 
was  now  evidently  as  flrong,  for 
its  continuance,,  as  it  had  been  in 
the  beginning;  and  they  feemed 
to  think  the  parliament  and  na¬ 
tion  to  be  as  blind  and  as  infatu¬ 
ated  as  they  were  thernfelves. 
The  la  ft  parliament  had,  like 
other  the  rrioft  abandoned  finners, 
in  its  dying  agonies,  confefled  the 
e  a- ufe  of  its  corruption  and  profli¬ 
gacy;  this  day  would  afford  a  de¬ 
mon  ft  ration,  whether  the  fatal  and 
corrupt  influence  then  acknow¬ 
ledged,  had  extended  to  the  pre¬ 
sent.  Whatever  effect  minifterial 


arts  had  heretofore  produced  on 
the  opinions  and  difpofition  of 
the  people,  the  general  cry  now 
was,  ft  Peace  with  America,  and 
‘e  war,  vigorous  war,  with  our 
*f  natural  enemies  ;J>  it  remain¬ 
ed  to  be  feen,  whether  the  mini- 
Iters  had  influence  enough  in  that 
houfe,  to  enable  them  ftill  to  carry 
on  the  American  war,  to  the  en¬ 
tire  ruin,  and  contrary  to  the  ex« 
prefs  fenfe  of  the  nation. 

But  we  are  told  that  our  Ame¬ 
rican  affairs  are  now  in  a  much 
more  flourishing  and  profperous 
condition  than  they  have  been  at 
any  time  fmce  the  affair  at  Sara¬ 
toga  ;  and  that  the  fplendid  vic¬ 
tory  obtained  at  Camden,  is  to  de¬ 
cide  the  fate  of  that  continent. 
This,  faid  they,  has  been  the 
conftant  language,  at  every  gleam 
of  fuccefs,  ever  fince  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  war.  It  is  in¬ 
deed  true,  that  our  fucceffes  in  that 
time  have  been  fplendid  and  nu¬ 
merous,  and  that  our  officers  and 
troops  have,  upon  various  occa- 
fions,  obtained  great  honour  ;  but 
how  far  have  we,  upoYt  the  whole, 
been  gainers  by  thefe  advantages  ? 
Bofton  was,  in  the  beginning,  ex¬ 
changed  for  New  York.  The 
reduction  of  that  capital,  the  vic¬ 
tory  at  Long  Ifland,  that  at  the 
Brandy  Wine,  and  the  taking  of 
Philadelphia,  (the  feat  of  congrefs, 
and  the  capital  of  America)  were 
all,  in  their  refpedtive  day,  ob¬ 
jects  of  the  greateft  triumph,  and 
each  held  out,  as  leading  to  fuc- 
cefies  ftill  more  fplendid,  which 
Bull  neceflarily  decide  the  fate  of 
that  continent.  There  will  not 
be  the  face  of  a  rebel  feen  in  all 
North  America,  was  the  conftant 
languageof  thole  times.  It  would 
be  uaneceffary  to  particularize  the 
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real  confequences  of  thefe  fuc- 
cefles  ;  or  to  make  any  comment 
upon  the  abandoning  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  or  the  danger  which  attend¬ 
ed  the  retreat.  Another  fource  of 
confidence  is  offered  to  us  in  the 
exchange  of  Rhode  Ifland,  the 
very  bell  winter  harbour  in  all 
North  America,  for  Charles- 
Town,  the  capital  of  South  Caro¬ 
lina.  Let  thofe  expert  in  fuch 
calculations  determine  on  which 
fide  the  balance  lies.  .But  the 
glorious  viftory  at  Camden  is  row 
to  make  up  for  every  thing,  and 
to  revive  all  our  former  mod  fan- 
guine  hopes  and  iliufions.  But  if 
we  found  our  judgment  on  analo¬ 
gy  or  experience,  are  we  not  ra¬ 
ther  to  confider  it  as  the  forerunner 
of  fome  fatal  difader?  What  could 
be  more  fplendid  or  flattering  than 
the  fuccefs  at  Ticonderago?  Yet 
that  was  followed  by  the  lofs  of 
the  whole  army.  Have  we  lefs 
reafon  now,  than  we  had  at  that 
time,  to  expert  fuch  a  reverfe  of 
fortune  as  then  happened?  The 
confequence  of  our  fuccefs  at 
Charles-Town,  was  the  laying 
Lord  Cornwallis  under  a  neceffity 
of  putting  all  to  the  hazard,  by 
encountering  a  great  fuperiority 
of  force  at  Camden.  The  merit 
and  honour  of  that  action  lie  en¬ 
tirely  with  the  general  and  his 
army  ;  but  what  are  we  to  fay  to, 
or  to  expeCt  from  thofe  conductors 
of  the  war,  who  laid  him  under 
that  dangerous  neceffity,  which 
renders  his  victory  a  miracle  ?  or 
if  fuch.  confequences  are  the  natu¬ 
ral  and  inevitable  refult  of  our 
fuccedes  on  that  continent,  with 
what  hope,  or  to  what  end,  is  the 
war  continued  ? 

They  obferved  farther,  that  a 
calamitous  circumdance  attending 
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that  aCtion  afforded  a  direCt  proof, 
that  the  majority  of  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  (as  had  been  fo  frequently 
and  confidently  aderted  by  the 
minilters)  were  not  friendly  to 
this  country  ;  but,  on  the  contra¬ 
ry,  that  they  were  almoft  univer¬ 
sally  attached  to  the  caufe  of  con- 
grefs.  For  no  fooner  had  General 
Gates  appeared  among  the  Caro¬ 
linians,  than  thofe  very  men 
docked  to  his  dandard,  who  had 
taken  the  oaths  to  our  government, 
carrying  with  them  the  arms  that 
were  put  into  their  hands  by  our 
general  ;  a  circumdance  which 
reduced  him  to  the  unhappy  ne- 
cedity  of  putting  fuch  of  them  as 
were  taken  to  death.  But  the 
very  fame  necedity  which  obliged 
the  general,  contrary  to  his  difpo- 
fition,  to  recur  to  aCts  of  terror, 
excludes  any  reliance  in  the  affec¬ 
tion  of  that  people  againil  whom 
they  were  necedary. 

It  was  acknowledged,  that  great 
advantages  might  be  derived  from 
the  late  fuccefs  obtained  by  the 
good  conduCt  and  gallantry  of 
Lord  Cornwallis  and  his  army. 

It  might  be  made  the  foundation 
of  an  honourable  and  happy  peace. 

Let  mi  nifters,  fa  id  the  oppofition, 
feize  and  improve  the  advantage, 
and  they  will  deferve  and  receive 
the  thanks  and  applaufe  of  their 
country.  But  have  they  given  us 
the  f mailed  hopes  of  fuch  a  dif- 
pofition  ?  On  the  contrary,  faid 
they,  does  not  the  fpeech  itfelf, 
and  does  not  the  propofed  addrefs, 
which  is  its  echo,  prove  to  the  con¬ 
viction  of  this  houfe,  that  they 
are  determined  to  purfue  the  war 
to  the  utmod  ?  They  dare  not  give 
it  up.  They  mud  at  all  events 
carry  it  on.  And  its  unpopulari¬ 
ty,  and  that  only,  is  the  tenure 
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by  which  they  hold  their  places. 
To  that  object  therefore  were  all 
others  facrificed.  It  was  upon  that 
account  that  raw  new-raifed  regi¬ 
ments,,  under  inexperienced  offi¬ 
cers,  were  fent  to  perifh,  not  in 
detail,  but  by  whole  columns,  on 
the  Weft  India  fervice,  whilft  the 
veterans,  who  were  proof  to  all 
climates  and  feafons,  were  kept  in 
America. 

It  would  feem  to  have  been  ra¬ 
ther  pleafantly  than  ferioufly  laid, 
on  the  other  fide,  that  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  (landing  fingly,  and  without 
an  ally,  in  the  war,  had  great  ad¬ 
vantages  over  the  powerful  confe¬ 
deracy  which  was  formed  againit 
her.  If  the  do&rine  had  been 
true,  this  nation  muff  undoubt¬ 
edly  at  prefent  be  the  moil  flouriffi- 
Irrg  in  the  univerfe,  for  ffie  is  pro¬ 
bably  the  only  one  in  that  predi¬ 
cament.  It  feems,  however,  to 
have  been  ferioufly  advanced,  by 
the  fobfequent  aliufions  to  the 
league*  of  Carnbray,  and  to  the 
confederacy  againit  Lewis  XIV. 
neither  of  which  can  in  any  de¬ 
gree  apply  in  the  prefent  inftance. 
It  was  common  danger,  diitrefs, 
and  a  participation  of  interefts, 
that  chiefly  endeared  nations,  as 
well  as  individuals,  to  one  ano¬ 
ther  ;  and  this  tie,  for  the  prefent, 
.united  the  French  and  Americans 
In  the  clofeft  friendffiip.  But  if 
we  held  out  to  America  a  feparate 
fote  reft,  and  that  accompanied 
with  foch  fecurity,  as  fhould  re¬ 
move  all  ideas  of  a  common  dan¬ 
ger,  it  was  confident  with  expe¬ 
rience,  and  the  ufual  courfe  of 
things,  to  expect  that  we  might 
diffolve  the  friendffiip,  and  have 
jam  opportunity  of  fuccefsfully 
treating  with  her.  Indeed,  with- 
mn  afcribing  to  the  Americans 
any  tin  ufual  degree  either  of  gra¬ 


titude  or  perfidy,  and  confidering 
them  merely  as  men,  whofe  con- 
dud,  like  that  of  all  others, 
would  naturally  be  governed  by 
a  mixture  of  both  reafon  and  paf- 
fion,  it  was  fairly  to  be  prefumed, 
that  by  fuch  a  courfe,  and  by  ab- 
ftaining  from  offenfivc  hofdsli ties 
again  ft  them,  they  might  ftill  be 
detached  from  the  caufe  of  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon. 

What  would  be  the  confequence 
they  afked,  of  withdrawing  the 
troops  from  America  ?  American 
independence  undoubtedly.  Would 
this  be  a  means  of  obtaining  peace  ? 
— -it  cannot  be  denied.  Could  the 
troops  fubdue  America,  if  they 
flayed  there?  — it  is  not  even 
hoped.  Can  the  American  war 
be  given  up  without  her  being 

independent  r - -  certainly  not. 

Can  peace  be  obtained  upon  any 
other  terms  than  American  inde¬ 
pendence  ?— -the  minifters  know  it 
cannot.  If  thefe  things'  are  fo, 
(and  they  cannot  be  controverted) 
the  minifters  are  wafting  the  blood 
and  treafure  of  this  country  with¬ 
out  an  objedL 

They  totally  denied,  that  our 
affairs  in  America  were  now  in  a 
better  fituation  than  they  had 
been  at  any  time  flnce  the  conven¬ 
tion  of  Saratoga  ;  and  infilled  that 
we  were  now,  in  all  refpedts,  in 
infinitely  worfe  circumftances  :  but 
without  wafting  time,  they  faid, 
in  confidering  the  comparative 
value  of  polls,  or  the  relative 
ftrength  of  armies,  are  we  not 
more  than  forty  millions  worfe, 
through  the  mere  expences  of  the 
war,  than  we  were  at  that  period  ? 
and  has  not  the  failure  of  our  com¬ 
merce,  and  the  exhaafture  of  our 
refources,  been  in  a  ftill  greater 
proportion  ? 

Every  military  man,  they  faid, 

had 
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had  known,  from  the  time  of  the 
affair  of  Trenton,  that  all  attempts 
to  fubdue  America  were  fo  many 
fruitlefs  prostitutions  of  blood  and 
treafure,  for  that  the  matter  was 
altogether  impracticable.  Is  it 
then  wife  or  prudent,  laid  they, 
for  this  houfe  to  pledge  itfelf  pre¬ 
cipitately  by  an  addrefs,  to  the 
farther  fupport  and  continuance 
of  that  ruinous  and  impracticable 
war  ?  Let  us  on  the  contrary  affure 
his  majefty,  and  declare  to  all  the 
world,  that  though  we  will  not 
longer  purfue  a  meafure  of  folly 
and  ruin,  we  fhall  afford  every 
poffible  fupport  to  his  arms,  when 
directed  againff  their  proper  ob¬ 
ject,  the  houfe  of  Bourbon.  Let 
that  houfe  defervedly  feel  every 
exertion  of  our  force,  and  every 
effeCt  of  our  refentment.  So  far 
the  amendment  went,  and  no  far¬ 
ther  ought  they  to  bind  them- 
felves. 

Some  mifcellaneous  matter  was 
drawn  in,  particularly  by  Mr. 
Fox  and  Col.  Fitzpatrick,  who 
animadverted  greatly  on  feveral 
circumitances  relative  to  the  late 
diffolution,  as  well  as  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  election.  The  former  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  fpeech  began  with 
affuring  them  that  his  majefty 
wiShed  to  know  the  fenfe  of  his 
people,  and  the  fame  paragraph 
contained  the  greateft  mockery 
and  infult  upon  the  people,  by 
telling  them  that  be  hoped  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  information  he  wifhed 
for,  through  the  medium  of  the 
late  elections.  Were  thofe  elec¬ 
tions,  faid  he,  free  ?  Was  the  dif¬ 
folution  previoufly  announced,  or 
the  time  of  it  properly  chofen  ? 
He  hoped  to  God  thefe  circum- 
ftances  would  become  the  objeCt  of 
an  enquiry  in  that  houfe,  and  that 


it  might  be  known  which  of  th» 
king’s  fervants  it  was,  who  had 
dared  to  advife  his  majefty  to  dif- 
folve  his  parliament,  at  that  parti¬ 
cular  time  that  the  diffolution 
took  place  ;  at  a  time  when  rroft 
gentlemen  were  taken  by  furprife. 
Indeed,  for  himfelf,  he  knew  the 
minifters  too  well,  to  be  furprifed 
if  it  had  taken  place  in  the  midft 
of  the  harveft,  or  at  whatever  mo¬ 
ment  was  the  tnoft  prejudicial  to 
the  people,  or  the  molt  unfavour¬ 
able  to  the  freedom  of  election. 
As  it  was,  it  took  place  when  the 
majority  of  that  houfe,  efpecially 
of  thofe  who  had  uniformly  oppo- 
fed  and  reprobated  the  mad  and 
deftruCtive  meafures  of  minifters, 
were  in  camp,  and  at  confiderable 
diftance  from  the  places  they  re- 
prefented  ;  fo  that  the  minifters, 
inftead  of  confulting  the  wifhes  of 
the  people,  and  inftead  of  render¬ 
ing  the  event  as  little  injurious  as 
poffible  to  the  internal  peace  and 
quiet  of  the  kingdom,  had  taken 
pains  to  render  the  diffolution  of 
parliament  as  great  and  calamitous 
an  evil  as  could  have  happened. 

He  particularly  condemned  the 
miniftry  for  the  unconstitutional 
ufe  they  had  made  of  the  army. 
The  military,  he  faid,  was  a  force 
at  all  times  inimical  to  liberty, 
and  therefore  it  behoved  every 
Englishman  to  watch  the  army 
with  a  jealous  eye.  A  few  months, 
fince,  perhaps,  the  delicate  fitua- 
tion  of  affairs  made  it  wifer  to  ac- 
quiefce  in  a  questionable  meafure* 
than  to  hazard  the  appearance  of 
countenancing  the  inlurreClion,  by 
calling  in  queition  the  means  ufed 
to  fupprefs  it ;  but  now  the  occa¬ 
sion  was  over,  constitutional  conv 
^derations  muft  take  their  turn* 
He  then  proceeded  to  reprehend 
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the  minilfers  in  the  mod  pointed 
terms,  for  having  dared  to  fend 
orders  to  officers  in  all  the  towns  of 
the  kingdom,  as  well  in  thole 
where  there  had  not  been  the 
{oral left  pronenefs  to  tumult,  as 
in  thole  where  it  had  entirely  fub- 
iided,  and  that  quiet  was  perfect¬ 
ly  reltored,  giving  them  power  to 
aft  at  dileretion,  without  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  civil  magiftrate. 
Thefe  orders,  he  faid,  had  not 
been  recalled,  till  almolt  every 
dedion  was  over  ;  and  he  repre- 
fented  it  as  an  alarming  violence 
to  the  confutation,  and  a  meafure 
which  called  loudly  for  parlia¬ 
mentary  enquiry. 

He  likevvife  arraigned  the  mini- 
ffiers  in  terms'of  the  utmoft  fe veri¬ 
ty,  for  the  infult  which,  he  faid, 
had  been  offered  to  the  navy,  and 
the  prejudice  done  to  that  fervice 
by  the  late  appointment  of  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer.  to  the  government 
of  Greenwich  hofpital.  A  fubjeft 
upon  which  he  feemed  to  exhauii 
all  his  powers  of  cenfure. 

The  original  addrefs  was  at 
length  carried,  upon  adivilion,  by 
a  majority  of  212,  to  130  who 
fupported  the  amendment. 

The  addrefs  in  the  houfe  of  lords 
was  moved  for,  on  the  day  that 
the  fpeech  from  the  throne  was 
delivered,  by  the  Earl  of  Weft- 
moreland.  An  amendment  was 
moved  by  the  Marquis  of  Car¬ 
marthen,  which,  like  that  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  went  to  the 
omiffion  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
addrefs,  I  he  debate  was  neither 
long  nor  interefling  ;  and  the  ori¬ 
ginal  addrefs  was  carried  upon  a 
divifion,  by  a  majority  of  68  to 
23*  It  was  obferved  as  a  Angula¬ 
rity  .upon  this  occasion,  and  was 
afterwards  commented  upon  in 


more  places  than  one,  that  the 
moderation  and  virtue  of  not  tak¬ 
ing  advantage  of  the  opportunity 
afforded  by  the  late  riots,  to  unite 
the  arms  of  an  enraged  populace 
with  thofe  of  the  military,  and  ap¬ 
ply  both  to  the  overthrew  of  the 
confiitution  of  this  country,  and 
the  deftrudion  of  the  liberties  and 
rights  of  the  people,  according  to 
the  example  a  few  .years  fince 
let  by  the  prince  in  a  northern 
kingdom,  were  grounds  of  great 
acknowledgement  and  thanks  to 
the  fovereign. 

Upon  the  refolution  w 
in  the  committee  of  fup-  "  ov'  !3* 
ply,  that  91,000  feamen,  includ¬ 
ing  marines,  fhould  be  voted  for 
the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year, 
Mr.  Fox,  after  declaring  his  af- 
fent,  pledged  himfelf  to  the  houfe 
that  he  would,  after  the  holidays, 
move  for  the  difraiffion  of  the  Earl 
of  Sandwich,  and  afterwards  for 
bringing  him  to  condign  punifh- 
ment,  and  gave  notice  that  he 
fliould  found  thefe  motions  on  two 
different  caufes  ; — -the  firft  for  ad- 
vifing  his  majefty  to  promote  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer  to  the  government 
of  Greenwich  hofpital  and  the 
fecond  for  the  ffiameful  negled  of 
the  navy  during  that  nobleman's 
adminiftration. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  Sir 
Fletcher  Norton,  the  late  20t“* 
fpeaker,  for  his  condud  in  that 
office,  being  moved  for  by  Mr. 
Townffiend,  and  fupported  by  the 
oppofition  in  general,  met  with 
great  refinance  on  the  court  fide, 
and  brought  out  confiderable  de¬ 
bate,  although  the  minilters  them- 
felves  took  no  dired  part.  It  was, 
however,  carried  on  a  divifion,  by 
a  majority  of  136  to  96,  Several 
of  the  new  members  took  a  part  in 

oppofing 
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oppoling  the  vote  of  thanks  ;  upon 
this  occafion  Lord  North  went 
with  the  oppofuion  upon  the  di- 
vifion. 

I  In  a  few  days  after,  the 
2'7t1,  thanks  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  were  voted  to  Generals  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  Earl  Cornwallis, 
and  Admiral  Arbuthnot,  for  the 
eminent  and  very  important  fer- 
vices  performed  by  them,  particu¬ 
larly  by  the  reduction  of  Charles- 
Town,  and  by  the  late  moft  glo¬ 
rious  victory  obtained  at  Camden. 

Several  of  the  edimates,  parti¬ 
cularly  thofe  of  the  army,  had,  as 
ufual  in  the  courfe  of  this  war,  at 
different  times  produced  much  de¬ 
bate,  complaint,  and  altercation, 
in  the  committee  of  fupply.  Se¬ 
veral  motions  were  made  by  the 
oppofition  for  papers  and  returns, 
intended  to  afford  an  exad  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  date  of  the  forces  em¬ 
ployed  on  foreign  fervice  at  cer¬ 
tain  given  periods,  which  they  fup- 
pofed  or  faid,  did  not  approach  fo 
near  the  prefent  time,  as  to  render 
the  communication  capable  of  any 
ill  confequence  ;  but  from  which 
thev  intended  to  (hew  how  far  fhort 

J 

the  real  number  of  effective  troops 
was  at  thofe  periods,  from  that 
which  was  dated  on  paper,  and 
paid  for  by  the  nation.  Some  of 
thefe  were  rejeded,  and  others 
agreed  to.  The  old  argument 
was  again  frequently  recurred  to, 
of  the  mifchief  or  danger  of  afford¬ 
ing  information  to  the  enemy  ; 
and  it  was  attempted  to  be-  thrown 
into  ridicule  by  afking,  if  it  was 
fuppofed  that  Gen.  Walhington 
wanted  any  information  at  that 
time,  as  to  the  date  and  condition 
of  Sir  Henry  Clinton’s  army  twelve 
month’s  before  ? 

The  appointment  of  Sir  Hugh 


Pallifer  to  the  government  of 
Greenwich  hofpital,  and  his  tak¬ 
ing  his  feat  in  the  houfe  as  mem¬ 
ber  for  Huntingdon,  were  the 
means  of  bringing  out,  if  not  the 
mod  intereding  debate,  at  lead 
the  longed,  and  by  far  the  mod 
angry  difcuffion,  which  took  place 
before  the  recefs.  We  have  little 
inclination  to  enter  deeply  into  a 
matter  wherein  perfonal  refent- 
ment,  with  the  defire  of  fupport- 
ing  a  favourite  of  government, 
might  well  be  fuppofed.  among 
the  principal  operative  motives  on 
both  fides  ;  and  which  is  befides 
of  no  other  moment  now  perhaps 
to  the  public,  than  merely  the 
knowledge  arifing  from  it  as  an 
hidorical  fad.  It  is,  however., 
neceffary  to  take  fuch  a  view  of 
the  fubjed  in  this  part,  as  will  il- 
ludrate  and  explain  the  fubfe- 
quent  debates  and  tranfadior.s  of 
which  it  was  produdive. 

We  have  already  feen  the  no¬ 
tice  given  by  Mr.  Fox  of  his  in¬ 
tended  motion  relative  to  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  to 
his  government;  and  it  was  fup¬ 
pofed  that  avowal  of  a  dired  at¬ 
tack,  was  a  motive  with  the  other 
fide  in  accelerating  that  gentle¬ 
man’s  introdudion  to  the  houfe  of 
commons,  in  order  that  he  might 
there  perfonally  fupport  his  own 
caufe,  and  in  a  hope  that  his  pre¬ 
fence  might  check  that  torrent  of 
invedive  and  cenfure,  which  the 
minihers  knew  they  fhould  other- 
wife  fudain  upon  his  account.  His 
intended  appearance  in  the  houfe 
on  the  day  that  the  naval  edimates 
were  to  be  laid  before  the  com¬ 
mittee  was  known,  and  a  perfonal 
quarrel  between  him  and  Mr.  Fox 
was  expeded  to  be  the  confe¬ 
rence, 

‘  Mr,  . 
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Mr.  Fox  was  accordingly  the 
principal  affailant,  and  the  mini- 
1 ter  himlelf  hood  forth  as  the  able 
champion  for  the  new  governor. 
The  difcuffion  was  renewed  on 
the  following  day,  upon  bringing 
up  the  report  from  the  committee  ; 
and  the  attack  was  fupported  at 
different  times  by  Mr.  Thamas 
Townfend,  Admiral  Keppel,  Sir 
Robert  Smith,  Mr.  Sawbridge, 
the  Earl  of  Surrey,  and  Mr.  John 
Townfhend.  The  brunt  of  the 
defence  lay  with  the  miniderj  and 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  himfelf.  Nei¬ 
ther  the  admiralty  lords,  nor  thofe 
court  members  who  ufually  fpoke 
upon  other  occadons,  taking  any 
part  on  the  prefent.  But  the  no¬ 
ble  lord  at  the  head  of  affairs  was 
in  himfelf  an  hod. 

T>.  ^  ,  The  held  was  opened 

eC*  4  by  Mr.  Thomas  Townf¬ 
end,  who,  with  much  cenfure 
upon  the  admiralty,  particularly 
with  refped  to  the  officers,  whom 
they  did,  and  did  not  employ, 
Obferved,  that  in  granting  away 
fuch  vad  fums  of  their  condituents 
money,  it  was  highly  neceiTary 
they  fnould  enquire  into  the  caufes 
qf  fuch  pernicious  and  ruinous 
condudl  ;  and  to  know  why,  in 
tills  feafon  of  great  public  exigen¬ 
cy  and  danger,  the  nation  was 
deprived  of  the  fervices  and  pro- 
feffional  abilities  of  fuch  men,  as 
the  admirals  Keppel,  Lord  Howe, 
Sir  Robert  Harland,  Pigot,  Camp¬ 
bell,  and  Barrington  ?  He  faid, 
that  wherever  this  evil  originated, 
the  caufe  mud  be  removed,  in  or¬ 
der  to  redore  fpirit  aqd  unanimity 
to  the  navy,  and  to  give  vigour  and 
effect  to  its  operations.  The  fate 
of  the  nation,  he  faid,  depended 
on.  the  remedy  of  this'evil;  and 
nothing  lefs  than  that,  along  with 


a  due  didribution  of  rewards  and 
punifhments,  could  poffibly  re¬ 
cover  our  antient  naval  renown, 
and  revive  that  noble  fpirit  which 
had  rendered  us  invincible  at  fea. 
—  Sir  Robert  Smith,  in  treating 
the  do&rine  of  rewards  and  pu¬ 
nifhments,  obferved,  that  it  was 
not  the  hulks  of  fhips,  nor  their 
guns,  that  condituted  the  ftrength 
of  the  navy  of  England  ;  it  was  the 
high  fenfe  of  honour,  and  the  in¬ 
trepid  fpirit  of  the  officers  and 
men  ;  and  when  thefe  were  damped 
the  navy  was  ruined. 

This  idea  was  adopted  by  Mr. 
Fox,  and  applied  with  the  utmod 
feverity  to  the  late  promotion  ;  re- 
prefenting  as  the  highed  infult 
which  could  be  offered  to  the  na¬ 
vy,  and  the  greateft  digma  that 
could  be  affixed  to  the  fervice, 
that  a  perfon  convided  of  having 
preferred  a  falfe  and  malicious  ac- 
cufation  againd  his  fuperior  offi¬ 
cer,  and  who  was  barely  acquitted 
by  a  court  martial,  upon  charges 
exhibited  againd  himfelf,  on  that 
very  occafion  which  he  had  made 
the  ground  of  his  accufaticn, 
fhould  be  promoted  to  a  pod  of 
didindion,  of  honour,  and  of  pro¬ 
fit,  which  had  heretofore  been 
held  by  men  of  the  fird  naval 
merit,  and  which  was  in  fad  in¬ 
tended  as  an  honourable  retreat 
and  reward  to  thofe  who  had  ef- 
fentially  ferved  their  country.  He 
did  not,  he  faid,  blame  the  perfon 
who  accepted  that  place;  it  was 
the  hrd  lord  of  the  admiralty  who 
was  alone  to  blame,  and  vvhofe 
conduct  in  it  ought  to  be  the  fub- 
jed  of  their  enquiry.  When  it 
had  been  formerly  faid  in  that 
houfe,  at  the  time  that  the  accu- 
fation  was  hrd  preferred  againd 
Admiral  Keppel,  that  the  accufer 

was 
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was  only  the  inftrument,  and  that 
the  admiralty  were  the  principals; 
that  it  was  they  who  fuggeiled, 
who  prompted,  and  who  fpurred 
on  the  accufation  ;  the  charge  was 
then  ftrongly  denied  on  the  part 
of  that  board.  But  what  will  the 
navy,  what  will  the  nation  now 
think,  when  they  fee  the  accufer 
rewarded  by  that  very  board  with 
a  place  of  high  honour,  of  great 
emolument  ? 

He  afked,  what  had  been  the 
accufer’s  own  fenle  of  his  conduit 
at. the  time;  Had  he  not  abdicat¬ 
ed  his  feat  in  parliament  ?  Had 
he  not  religned  his  feat  at  the  ad¬ 
miralty  board  ?  Had  he  riot,  (to 
borrow  a  phrafe  already  ufed  in 
the  debate)  made  a  difcreet  re¬ 
treat  from  public  notice  ?  Were 
not  thefe  teftimonials,  and  even 
tacit  acknowledgments  of  his 
guilt  ?  The  difcretion  of  that  re¬ 
treat  produced  its  effedt,  in  pre¬ 
venting  fome  of  the  rneafures 
which  that  houfe  were  on  the 
point  of  purfuing,  and  which 
would  now  have  added  to  the 
{landing  records  of  its  fenfe  of  the 
tranfailion.  The  caufe  had  been 
afked,  in  the  prefen t  debate,  why 
the  great  officers,  then  named, 
were  not  now  in  the  adtive  fervice 
of  their  country  ;  and  a  noble 
lord  on  the  other  fide,  had  attri¬ 
buted  this  unfortunate  circum- 
Itance  to  private  motives.  But 
the  real  motives,  he  faid,  were 
well  known  to  his  honourable 
friend  who  propofed  the  quellion, 
and  were  indeed  within  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  thofe  who  were  the  lead 
informed  in  public  affairs.  The 
reafon  was,  thefe  great  charac¬ 
ters  could  not  ferve  with  confi¬ 
dence  or  fafety,  under  an  admini- 
ilration  guilty  of  convicted  falfe- 
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hood,  and  guilty  not  merely  of 
notorious  but  of  recorded  treach¬ 
ery!  This  was  the  reafon,  the 
true,  the  only  reafon.  Every  friend 
to  his  country  mutl  therefore  with, 
that  this  bar  to  the  fervices  of 
thofe  diilinguifhed  officers  might 
be  removed  ;  and  that  was  his 
own  motive  for  the  enquiry  which 
he  propoled  after  the  holidays  ;  an 
enquiry,  he  faid,  which  was  effen- 
tial  to  the  navv,  and  to  the  pub¬ 
lic. 

Lord  North  declared,  that  he 
did  net  care  how  foon  the  threat¬ 
ened  enquiry  was  brought  on  ;  he 
was  ready  to  meet  it  fully  and 
frankly,  to  join  iffue  with  the  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman,  and  to  go 
into  an  inveftigation  of  the  me¬ 
rits  without  referve.  As  to  that 
fentence  of  a  court  martial  which 
pronounced,  that  the  perfon  who 
preferred  a  charge  again  ft  Mr. 
Keppel,  was  a  falfe  and  malicious 
accufer,  he  fhould  only  for  the 
prefen t  obferve,  what  he  had  here¬ 
tofore,  and  fhould  again  fay  m Gre¬ 
at  large,  that  the  court  martial 
was  convened  for  the  purpofe  of 
trying  Mr.  Keppel,  and  not  Sir 
Hugh  Pailifer  ;  they  had  a  regu¬ 
lar  charge  fubmitted  to  their  con- 
fideration  and  deciiion  again!!  the 
one,  and  they  had  no  charge  what¬ 
ever  before  them  again!!  the  other  ; 
in  pronouncing  therefore  fentence 
upon  the  motives  of  the  accufer, 
they  had  exceeded  the  line  of 
their  jurifdi&ion,  and  had  con¬ 
demned  a  man  unheard,  without 
any  form  of  trial,  and  without  be¬ 
ing  permitted  to  enter  upon  his 
defence. 

As  to  the.  late  promotion  of  Sir 
Hugh  Pailifer,  which  was  held 
out  as  the  principal  ground  of  the 
propofed  enquiry,  the  charge,  he 

laid. 
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faid,  was  not  to  be  direded  folely 
againft  the  firft  lord  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty,  for  he  avowed  his  own  full 
ihare  in  the  tranfadion,  faid  that 
others  of  the  king’s  fervants  were 
Jikewife  concerned,  and  that  he 
was  ready  to  defend  and  fupport 
the  meafure  in  that  houfe,  when¬ 
ever  it  fhould  be  agitated.  The 
honourable  gentleman  had  dwelt 
much  upon  the  fentence  of  the 
court  martial  which  tried  Sir  Hugh 
Pal  lifer,  and  inferred,  that  it  a- 
mounted  only  to  a  bare  acquittal. 
He  faw  the  "matter  in  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  point  of  view.  What  were 
the  words  of  the  former  part  of  it  ? 

. — <<  That  the  court  having  taken 
the  whole  of  the  evidence  into 
“  confederation,  both  on  the  part 
of  the  profecution,  as  well  as 
in  favour  of  the  prifoner,  were 
of  opinion,  fo  far  from  the  con- 
“  duct  of  Sir  Hugh  PalKfer  be - 
4e  ing  reprchenfible  on  the  27th 
54  and  28th  of  July,  that  in  many 
se  parts  thereof,  it  appeared  ex- 
e’mplary  and  highly  merito- 
tft  rious.” 

If  he  under  flood  the  meaning  of 
the  word  meritorious,  according 
to  its  true  acceptation,  it  Signified 
in  this  inflance,  that  an  officer 
whofe  conduct  had  been  declared, 
after  a  moft  ftrid  fcrutiny,  to  have 
been  highly  meritorious,  was  an 
officer  who  deleaved  reward  ;  and 
that  exemplary  conduct  meant  fuch  , 
condud  as  was  a  proper  example 
for  other  officers  to  follow,  and  a 
fit  objed  for  imitation.  Under 
this,  which  appeared  to  him  to  be 
the  true  and  natural  reading  of  the 
fentence.  Sir  Hugh  Palhfer  was 
undoubtedly  an  objed  of  reward, 
and  after  his  con  dud  had  been  de¬ 
clared  highly  meritorious  and . 
exemplary,  adminiftration  would 


have  been  criminally  culpable,  if 
they  had  neglected  to  give  him  a 
fuitable  reward. 

He  called  upon  gentlemen  par¬ 
ticularly  to  recoiled  the  peculiar 
circumftances  that  rendered  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer’s  acquittal  more 
than  commonly  honourable  to  him? 
Let  them  call  to  mind  the  arts 
that  were  ufed  to  fet  the  public  in 
a  flame  againft  him  previous  to  his 
trial  ;  and  the  pains  that  were  tak¬ 
en  to  run  him  down,  to  render  him 
the  objed  of  univerfal  indignation  ; 
and  that  thefe  endeavours  were  at 
length  fo  fuccefsful,  that  he  be¬ 
came  an  objed  of  commiferation 
and  pity  even  with  fome  benevo¬ 
lent  gentlemen  of  the  oppofltion, 
who  humanely  did  not  vvifh  that 
he  fhould  be  brought  to  a  trial, 
under  fuch  a  load  of  public  odium 
and  prejudice.  And  let  it  aifo  be 
recolleded  that  it  was  under  thefe 
circumftances,  that,  confcious  of 
his  innocence,  he  boldly  demand¬ 
ed,  and  perfevered  in  his  applica¬ 
tions  for  a  trial,  which  was  brough  t 
on  entirely  at  his  own  requeft. 
And.  muft  not  every  difpaffionate 
man,  every  impartial  reader  of  the 
fentence,  confider  fuch  an  acquit¬ 
tal,  in  fuch  circumftances,  as  the 
mo  ft  honourable  poiiible  t^ftimo- 
nial  to  the  charader  of  an  officer? 
And  could  the  king’s  minifters  do 
lefs,  confidently  with  their  duty, 
than  to  pay  a  proper  attention  to 
fuch  fufferitigs,  and  to  follow  up 
the  danger  of  being  purified  by 
fuch  an  ordeal,  with  reward,  and 
with  honour  ? 

He  feemed  to  make  very  light 
of  many  fine  founding  words, 
which,  he  faid,  had  been  ufed 
againft  adminiftration  ;  but  which 
unfortunately  wanted  truth  for 
their  fupport.  And  as  to  the  enu¬ 
merated 
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■inerated  lift  of  officers,  whofe  fer- 
vices  were  faid  to  be  withholden, 
through  their  want  of  confidence 
in  the  good  faith  or  honefty  of  ad- 
miniftration,  furely,  if  the  fabl 
were  real,  minifters  could  be  con- 
fidered  as  no  better  than  bedla¬ 
mites,  if  they  employed  meto  who 
held  fuch  opinions. 

Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  read  a  long, 
and  feemingly  laboured,  manu- 
fcript  defence  of  his  conduft.  It 
held  out  the  bittereft  complaints, 
and  teemed  with  inveftive,  againft 
the  conduct  of  Admiral  Keppel, 
of  the  court  martial  by  which  he 
had  been  acquitted,  of  that  power¬ 
ful  party  by  which  he  had  been 
himfelf overborne,  and  of  Mr.  Fox 
in  particular.  He  charged  all  his 
misfortunes  and  opprefiions  to  the 
power,  and  to  the  malevolent 
perfecution  of  that  party,  which 
feemed  to  be  ftill  in  as  full  vigour 
as  ever.  He  catechized  Mr.  Fox 
with  a  great  number  of  interroga¬ 
tories,  relative  to  the  practice  of 
the  courts  in  cafes  of  high  treafon, 
and  others,  of  parliament,  in  cer¬ 
tain  cafes,  and  of  courts  martial 
by  fea  and  land.  He  claimed  me¬ 
rit  from  his  moderation,  in  re¬ 
maining  for  fo  long  a  time  a  filent 
fufferer,  rather  than  to  increafe 
the  popular  difcontents,  and  the 
diflentions  of  the  navy,  by  at¬ 
tempting  to  oppofe  a  party,  which 
he  acknowledged  was  too  ftrong 
for  him  to  contend  with.  He  de¬ 
clared,  that  he  confidered  his  ac¬ 
quittal  as  the  mod  honourable  cir- 
cuinftance  of  his  life;  and  he  flat¬ 
tered  himfelf,  that  if  the  houfe 
Ihould  think  an  enquiry  into  the 
two  courts  martial  neceflary,  he 
fhould  not,  when  that  enquiry  was 
over,  if  it  were  fairly  gone  into, 
Vol.  XXIV. 


F  EUROPE.  [*i6t 

be  deemed  a  falfe  and  malicious 
accufer. 

Several  parts  of  the  new  gover¬ 
nor’s  detail,  and  particularly  the 
charges  which  he  made  againft  the 
court  martial  that  tried  Mr.  Kep¬ 
pel,  were  examined  and  comment¬ 
ed  upon  by  that  Admiral,  Mr.  Fox, 
and  others;  but  by  none  with 
greater  ability,  or  fo  much  feve- 
rity,  as  by  Mr.  John  Townfhend. 
The  minifter’s  arguments  and  po- 
fitions  were  likewife  replied  to 
and  examined  ;  and  the  new  con- 
ftrudtion  which  he  put  upon  part 
of  the  fentence  of  one  court  mar¬ 
tial,  the  adroitnefs  with  which  he 
pafled  over  the  unfavourable  part 
of  the  fame,  and  the  little  atten¬ 
tion  he  paid  to  the  fentence  of 
another,  were  all  refpe&ively 
brought  into  obfervation. 

The  matter  being  brought  up  on 
the  following  day.  Sir  Robert 
Smith  moved,  that  a  copy  of  the 
minutes  of  the  trial  and  fentence 
of  the  court  martial  held  for  the 
trial  of  Vice  Admiral  Sir  Hugh. 
Pallifer,  fhould  be  laid  before  the 
houfe.  The  Earl  of  Surrey  fe- 
conded  the  motion,  and  among 
other  reafons  for  it  obferved,  that 
as  the  vice  admiral  had  on  the 
preceding  day  thought  proper  to 
read  to  the  houfe  a  long  narrative, 
the  greateft  part  of  which  was  cal¬ 
culated  to  arraign  the  juftice  o£ 
the  court  martial  which  had  ac¬ 
quitted  Admiral  Keppel,  and 
which  had  cenfured  his  accufer, 
he  faw  clearly,  that  no  man  of 
honour  in  the  fervice,  would  be 
fafe  in  doing  his  duty  as  mem¬ 
ber  of  a  court  martial  in  future, 
if  an  enquiry  was  not  immediate¬ 
ly  made  into  the  bufmefs.  The 
prefent  motion  would  open  the 
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way  to  that  enquiry.  He  a&ed 
folely  for  the  fake  of  juftice.  He 
was  much  averfe  to  any  retrofpeft 
into  matters,  which  had  already 
produced  fo  much  mifchief  to  the 
fervice,  and  of  courfe  to  the  coun¬ 
try;  but  fmce  minilters  had,  by 
bringing  the  vice  admiral  forward, 
given  occafion  for  reverting  to 
paft  tranfaftions,  he  thought  the 
whole  Ihould  be  fully  enquired 
into;  at  the  fame  time  declaring, 
that  he  Ihould  govern  himfelf  en¬ 
tirely  by  what  appeared  to  be  the 
truth,  when  the  bulinefs  was  lifted 
to  the  bottom.  If  it  Ihould  ap¬ 
pear  that  the  court  martial  was 
warranted  in  pronouncing  the 
fentence  which  they  had  pafled, 
he  ihould  give  his  vote  for  palling 
a  cenfure  on  the  vice  admiral, 
who  had  thus  publicly  arraigned 


their  juftice ;  if  on  the  other 
hand,  it  Ihould  come  out,  that 
the  vice  admiral’s  complaints  were 
founded,  and  that  the  court  mar¬ 
tial  had  denied  him  juftice,  he 
Ihould  fupport  any  proceeding 
againft  the  members  of  that  court, 
which  the  houfe  Ihould  think  pro¬ 
per  to  adopt. —  The  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

An  unufually  early  D  ,  1 
recefs  took  place.  The 
Houfe  of  Commons  adjourned  on 
the  following  day  to  the  twenty-* 
third  of  January. 

No  public  bufinefs  of  any  co»- 
fequence  was  tran failed  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords  before  the  recefs. 
That  houfe  adjourned  on  the 
27th  of  November,  to  the  25th  of 
January. 


CHAP.  IX. 

Declaration  of  war  againft  Holland ,  and  hofiilities  commenced.  Meffage 
from  the  throne.  Debates  on  the  Dutch  war.  Add  refs  moved  by  the 
minifler.  Amendment  moved  by  Lord  fohn  Cavendijh.  The  amendment 
rejected  upon  a  divifion ;  fecond  amendment  by  Lord  Mahon  rejected,  and 
the  original  addrefs  paffed.  Addrefs  moved  for  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  by 
Lord  Stormont ;  and  an  amendment  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond.  Unufually 
late  debate .  Amendment  rejected  on  a  divifion.  Two  Protefs .  Mr. 
Fox's  motion  relative  to  the  appointment  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  to  the  go- 
* vernment  of  Greenwich  Hofpital.  Amendment  moved  by  the  minifler 9 
and  after  much  debate  carried  upon  a  divifion .  Mr.  Fox's  concluding 
motion  evaded ,  by  moving  for  the  order  of  the  day.  India  affairs .  Com¬ 
plaints  againft  the  fupreme  judicature  of  Bengal .  Two  petitions  from 

India  ;  oney  from  the  governor  general  and  council  at  Calcutta ;  the 
other ,  from  the  Britijh  fubjedis  refiding  in  Bengal ,  Bahart  and  Oriffa. 
Seledt  committee  of  fifteen  ballotted  for ,  to  examine  the  grounds  of  the 
petitions . 

ON  the  20th  of  December,  prevalence  of  a  faction  devoted  to 
1780,  the  manifefto  and  de-  France,  from  thofe  wife  principles 
duration  of  war  againft  Hqlland  which  ufed  to  govern  the  republic, 
was  ilihed  at  St.  James’s.  In  that  and  following  the  dilates  of  that 
piece  the  ftates  general  are  charg-  court,  with  having  adopted  a  po- 
ed  with  departing,  through  the  licy  deftru&ive  of  the  friendlhip 
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fcdiich  had  fo  long  fubftfted  be* 
tween  the  two  nations,  and  which 
was  fo  effential  to  the  interefts  of 
both. 

The  circumftances  of  complaint 
and  refentment  are  then  enumerate 
ed.  The  inattention  to  the  friend¬ 
ly  negociations  propofed  by  the 
Britifh  am baffador.  —  Their  not 
fulfilling  the  mutual  and  perpetual 
defenfive  engagements  folemnly 
eftabliftied  between  both  nations, 
and  not  even  giving  an  anfvVer  to 
the  repeated  demands  on  that  fub- 
je£t.— — The  total  contempt  of 
ihofe  treaties  (hewn,  in  their  ready 
promife  to  our  enemies  of  obferv- 
ing  a  neutrality.-— Their  giving 
every  fecret  affiftance  to  the  enemy, 
w hi  1  ft  they  withheld  from  us  the 
fuccours  which  they  were  bound  to 
furnilh. — And  their  taking  off  the 
inland  duties,  for  the  foie  purpofe 
of  facilitating  the  carriage  of  na¬ 
val  {lores  to  France. — The  protec¬ 
tion  afforded  to  the  American  pi¬ 
rate,  Paul  Jones,  and  the  priva¬ 
teers  of  our  enemies  in  general  ; 
and  the  endeavours  of  their  fub- 
jedls,  in  concert  with  the  French, 
to  raife  up  enemies  to  England  in 
the  Eaft  Indies. 

But  the  principal  force  and  acu- 
Jmen  of  the  manifefto,  Teemed  to 
be  drre&ed  againft  the  city  and 
taagiftracy  of  Amfterdam,  and 
againft  their  penfionary  Van  Ber- 
kel,  on  account  of  the  lately  dif- 
covered  treaty  with  the  Ameri¬ 
cans;  the  refentment  being  only 
fecondary  to  the  ftates  general, 
for  their  not  immediately  punifh- 
ing  that  violation  of  public  faith, 
and  national  infult  to  great  Bri¬ 
tain.  All  the  foregoing  caufes  of 
complaint,  fo  inconftftent  with  all 
good  faith,  and  fo  repugnant,  as 
it  v as  faid,  to  the  ienfe  of  the 


F  £  U  ft  O  P  E.  [*163 

wifeft  part  of  the  Dutch  nation, 
are  accordingly  aferibed  to  the 
prevalence  of  the  leading  magi- 
ftrates  of  that  city;  and  it  is  wifh- 
ed,  from  a  regard  to  the  Dutch 
nation  at  large,  that  it  were  pofii- 
ble  to  diredl  thofe  meafures  of  pub¬ 
lic  refentment  and  juftice  which 
were  now  to  be  purfued,  wholly 
againft  Amfterdam  ;  but  this,  it 
is  obferved,  cannot  be,  unlefs  the 
ftates  general  will  immediately  de¬ 
clare,  that  that  city  {hall,  upon 
this  occafion,  receive  no  affiftance 
from  them,  but  be  left  to  abide 
the  confequences  of  its  aggreftion. 

In  the  midft,  however,  of  all 
the  anger  attending  a  rupture  with 
old  friends,  a  door  for  future  ac¬ 
commodation  is  opehed  towards 
the  end  of  the  manifefto.  After 
obferving,  that  whilft  Amfterdam 
is  fuffered  to  prevail  in  the  general 
councils,  and  is  backed  by  the 
ftrength  of  the  ftate,  it  is  impoffi- 
ble  to  refill  the  aggreftion  of  fo 
confiderable  a  part,  without  con¬ 
tending  with  the  whole  |  it  is  then 
added— 44  But  we  are  too  fenfible 
**  of  the  common  interefts  of 
t(  both  countries  not  to  remem- 
«*  ber,  in  the  midft  of  fuch  a  con- 
44  tell,  that  the  only  point  to  be 
“  aimed  at  by  us,  is  to  raife  a 
“  difpofition  in  the  councils  of 
44  the  republic,  to  return  to  theit 
44  antient  union,  by  giving  us 
44  that  fatisfadftion  for  the  paft, 
“  arid  fecurity  for  the  future, 
44  which  we  fhall  be  as  ready  to 
44  receive  as  they  can  be  to  offer, 
44  and  to  the  attainment  of  which 
44  we  {hall  direft  all  our  opera- 
44  tions.  We  mean  only  to  pro- 
“  vide  for  our  own  fecurity,  by 
44  defeating  the  dangerous  defigns 
44  that  have  been  formed  againft 
44  us.  We  ihall  ever  be  difpofed 
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* ‘  to  return  to  friendfhip  with 
*f  the  ftates  general*  when  they 

fincerely  revert  to  that,  fyftem 
ee  which  the  wifdom  of  their  an- 
“  ceflors  formed,  and  which  has 
tc  now  been  fub verted  by  a  power- 

ful  fattion,  confpiring  with 
“  France  againft  the  true  interefts 
“  of  the  republic*  no  lefs  than 
se  again  ft  thofe  of  Great  Bri- 
**  tain.” 

On  the  fame  day,  general1  let¬ 
ters  of  marque  and  reprifal  were 
granted  againft  the  Dutch,  and 
their  fhips  in  the  different  ports 
were  ordered  to  be  flopped.  The 
appearances  of  vigour  and  fpirit 
generally  gratify  the  multitude, 
who  are  not  much  difpofed  to  look 
forward  to  confequences,  and  are 
feldoin  difpleafed  at  any  increafe 
in  the  clattering  of  thofe  arms 
from  which  they  think  themfelves 
fecure.  Others  looked  forward  to 
the  expefted  fpoils  of  a  Dutch 
war;  and  a  third  fort,  though  of 
a  very  different  call  from  the  two 
former,  thought  the  war  a  right 
Bieafure,  upon  the  fuppofition, 
that  Holland  could  do  us  lefs  pre¬ 
judice  in  an  open  conteft,  than  as 
a  fecret  enemy.  Many,  however, 
regretted  the  war,  not  only  as  it 
added  a  new  enemy  to  the  tremen¬ 
dous  combination  already  formed 
againft  us,  but  from  a  perfuafion 
of  the  natural  connexion  and  mu¬ 
tual  interefts  of  both  nations. 

Hoftilities  were  foon  commenced. 
The  Princefs  Caroline,  a  Dutch 
mail  of  war  of  54  guns  and  300 
men,  on  her  way  through  the 
Channel  from  Amfterdam  to  Lif- 
bon,  was  taken,  after  a  fhort  ac¬ 
tion,  by  the  Bellona  man  of  war. 
And  in  a  few  days  after.  Captain 
Elphjnfton,  in  the  Warwick  of  50 
gans,  with  a  crew  young  in  fer- 


EGISTER,  i7»j, 

vice,  (moftly  preffed  men,  or 
landmen)  and  greatly  reduced  in 
number  by  the  manning  of  feveral 
Dutch  merchantmen,  fell  in  with 
the  Rotterdam*,  of  equal  metal 
and  300  men,  which  he  moft  gal¬ 
lantly  attacked  and  took.  A  large 
Dutch  Eaft  Indiaman,  outward 
bound,  with  a  number  of  other 
merchant  fhips,  were  taken  within 
a  few  days.. 

A  meffage  from  the  throne,  in¬ 
cluding  a  fhort  account  of  the  rup¬ 
ture  with  Holland,  together  with 
a  copy  of  the  manifefto*  and  a 
number  of  other  papers  relative  to 
that  events  were  pre-  .  , 

fented  by  Lord  North  jan-25t 
to  the  Roufe  of  Com-  1’ 

mons,  on  the  fecond  day  after  the 
recefs.  Mr.  Burke  took  up  the 
bulinefs  by  obferving,  that  how¬ 
ever  light  a  war  with  the  Hates  of; 
Holland  might  be  in  the  opinions’ 
of  fome  men,  he  had  not  forgot¬ 
ten  the  old  fafhioned  idea,  that 
going  to  war  was,,  at  all  events*,  a 
very  ferious  matter ;  a  mattejr 
which  nothing  but  great  neceftity 
could  juftify.  And  then  taking 
notice  that  feveral  papers  were  ftill 
wanting,  which  would  be  necef- 
fary  to  the  information  of  the 
houfe,  he  proceeded,  that  though 
for  want  of  the  proper  informa¬ 
tion,  the  juftice  of  the  war  perhaps 
could  not  be  entered  upon,  yet 
there  were  other  confiderations. 
well  worth  their  attention.  Cir- 
cumftanced  as  we  were,  the  pru¬ 
dence-  and  policy  of  the  war,  were* 
not  lefs  important  points  than  its 
juftice.  Since  therefore  miniftry 
by  precipitating  into  the  war,  had 
reduced  parliament  (which  they 
feemed  to  have  adjourned  for  thfe 
very  purpofe)  to  the  alternative  of 
fupportiug  that  war  at  all  events, 

or 
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or  of  becoming  liable  to  the  charge 
of  abandoning  the  caule  of  their 
country,  it  was  incumbent  on  them 
to  lay  ample  proof  before  the 
houfe,  that  the  war  was  prudent, 
or  at  lead  unavoidably  neceflary.' 

He  farther  added,  that  the  pa¬ 
pier  now  before  them,  and  Hated  in 
the  manifefto  under  the  title  of  a 
treaty,  was,  in  the  exprefs  terms 
of  it,  only  the  plan  of  a  treaty,  or 
the  rough  draught  of  a  compact 
hereafter  to  be  entered  into  be¬ 
tween  the  intended  contracting 
parties.  He  wifned  to  know  from 
the  king’s  fervants,  whether  they 
had  obtained  a  copy  of  any  treaty 
aftuallv  entered  into  and  execut¬ 
ed?  That  draught  before  them, 
as  far  as  they  knew,  was  no  more 
than  a  fpeculative  efiay,  a  mere 
contemplative  projeCt ;  and  there¬ 
fore,  on  the  face  of  things,  no 
j  u it i liable  or  aflignable  ground  of 
hoftility..  He  dwelt  much  upon 
the  fituation  of  the  country,  which 
he  reprefented  to  be  fuch,  as  re¬ 
quired  prudence  and  moderation, 
inftead  of  hafle  and  violence.  That 
*  we  ought  rather  to  diffemble  and 
connive  at  fome  real  injuries,  than 
by  forced  and  conftruCtive  ones, 
perhaps  to  create,  and  certainly  to 
accelerate  enmities.  That  when 
war  was  become  as  infupportable  as 
peace  was  necefiary,  it  was  a  kind 
of  madnefs  to  aggravate  the  one 
and  obftrudt  the  other,  by  intro¬ 
ducing  a  new  and  powerful  party 
into  the  conteft. 

The  miniller  declared,  that  he 
confidered  a  war,  at  all  times,  as 
a  matter  of  great  ferioufnefs  ;  but 
that  it  was  more  particularly  fo 
in  the  prefent  cafe,  of  entering  into 
a  war,  that  fufpended  an  alliance 
and  friendfhip  formed  on  that 
broad  line  of  policy,  which  origi¬ 


nally  pointed  it  out,  and  has  been 
a  fource  of  great  benefit  to  both 
parties.  That  it  was  not  there¬ 
fore,  as  his  majeily  had  declared 
in  his  mefiage,  without  the  deep¬ 
en  regret,  that  he  felt  himfelf 
under  an  indifpen  lible  necefiity  of 
commencing  hoftili ties  againfi  the 
united  Hates  of  Holland,  who,  in 
epen  violation  of  treaties,  had  re- 
fufed  to  give  Great  Britain  that 
affiftance,  fhe  is  entitled  to  claim 
when  attacked  by  the  Houie  of 
Bourbon  ;  who  had,  in  diredl  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  law  of  nations,  for  a 
long  time  perfified  in  furnifhing 
France  with  warlike  (lores;  and  at 
length  had  thought  proper  to 
countenance  the  magiilracy  of 
Amiferdam  in  their  unprecedented 
infult  upon  this  country,  by  en¬ 
tering  into  a  treaty  with  the  rebel¬ 
lious  colonies  of  North  America; 
who  were  the  fubjeds  of  a  power, 
united  in  the  HrifteH  bands  of 
amity  and  friendfhip  with  that  re¬ 
public.  He  then  Hated  the  ftipu- 
lations  of  mutual  afiiHance  in  the 
treaties  between  both  countries  ; 
faid  that  Great  Britain  had  invio¬ 
lably  preferved  her  faith  at  all 
times  with  Holland  ;  had,  in  con« 
fequenceof  a  claim  from  the  Hates, 
fent  over  ten  thoufand  of  her 
troops  there;  and  fhewn  herfelf 
upon  every  occafion  ready  to  per* 
form  all  the  conditions  to  which 
Ihe  had  made  herfelf  liable.  Af¬ 
ter  which  he  entered  into  a  detail 
of  the  provocations  given  to  Great 
Britain,  and  of  the  more  particu¬ 
larly  ofienfive  parts  of  the  conduft 
of  the  Hates  general  from  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  American  re¬ 
bellion. 

It  might  well  be  afked,  he  faid, 
why  miniher’s  had  not  fooner  a- 
dopted  Hrong  meafures,  upon  fuch 

[  * ...  repeated 
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repeated  provocations,  and  To  long> 
continued  a  violation  of  faith  in 
refufing*  to  fulfil  the  abfolute  con¬ 
ditions  of  treaties,  which  had  been 
fo  folemnly  eHabliffied  and  con¬ 
firmed?  The  only  anfwer  to  be 
given,  he  faid,  was,  their  extreme 
unwillingnefs  to  come  to  a  rupture 
with  Holland,  and  their  hope, 
that  the  Hates  would  yet  dqjuftice, 
by  complying  with  their  folemn 
obligations.  They  could  not  bring 
themfelves  to  imagine,  that  Holr 
land  could  be  fo  blinded  by  any 
arts  of  an  infidious  and  treacher¬ 
ous  power,  the  natural  enemy  of 
both  countries,  as  to  abandon  her 
antlent,  natural,  and  bed  ally, 
and  thereby  her  own  interefis  and 
fecurity,  by  affifling  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon  in  the  unjuH  war  which 
they  had  commenced  againft  Great 
Britain.  The  Britifh  miniflry  had 
done  all  in  their  power  to  bring 
the  Hates  to  a  true  fenfe  of  their 
intereft,  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
fhevv  them  the  regard  and  tender- 
nefs  of  this  country  for  that  repub¬ 
lic  ;  and  when  the  neceffity  of  the 
cafe  obliged  them  to  feize  on 
Dutch  fhips  carrying  {lores  to 
Prance,  they  paid  the  full  value 
for  the  cargoes,  and  returned  the 
fhips,  fo  that  neither  the  private 
merchant,  the  private  adventurer, 
nor  the  ftates,  had  fuffered.  France 
only  had  felt  the  meafure,  by  her 
being  deprived  of  that  afiiftance 
which  the  freights  would  have  giv? 
cn  her. 

In  anfwer  to  Mr.  Burke’s  re¬ 
mark,  that  the  treaty  before  them 
was  nothing  more  than  a  contem¬ 
plative  project,  the  minifler  re¬ 
plied,  that  it  had  been  aXually 
figned  and  fealed,  the  names  of 
the  Penfionary  of  Amflerdam,  and 
pf  M.  de  Neufville*  a  merchant 
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and  burgefs  of  that  city,  being 
fubfcribed  to  it  on  the  part  of  that 
magiilracy,  and  the  name  of  John 
Lee,  as  comniiffioner  or  agent  for 
the  Congrefs  of  America;  but  it 
made  very  little  difference  in  the 
fcale  of  offence,  confidering  the 
Connexions  between  the  two  Hates, 
whether  fuch  a  treaty  was  fully 
ratified  and  confummated,  or  only 
in  progrefiion.  But  to  put  the 
matter  entirely  out  of  queHion,  it 
was  only  to  be  recollected,  that 
the  Hates  general  refuled  to  pay 
any  attention  (fo  far  as  a  con* 
temptuous  filence  might  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  refufal)  to  the  requifi- 
tions  made  in  his  majeHy’s  name 
by  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke  fpr  fatisfac- 
tion,  by  taking  proper  notice  of 
the  conduX  of  the  Penfionary  Van 
BerkeJ,  and  his  affociates;  and  on 
the  other  hand,  that  fo  far  from 
difavowing  the  faX,  or  attempt¬ 
ing  to  palliate  it,  the  principal 
magifirates  of  AmHerdam,  not 
only  avowed  the  whole  tranfac- 
tion,  but  gloried  in  it;  and  ex- 
prefsly  declared,  even  to  the  Hates 
general,  that  what  they  had  done, 
was  what  their  indifpenfible  duty 
required. 

He  lamented,  he  faid,  the  ne¬ 
ceffity  of  a  war  with  Holland, 
but  it  was  an  unavoidable  mea¬ 
fure.  The  fituation  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  he  acknowledged  to  be  truly 
alarming  ;  but  \yhen  he  c^nfider- 
ed  the  Hand  that  bad  been  already 
made,  again  If  the  moH  powerful 
Confederacy  that  had  ever  been 
formed  againH  Great  Britain,  the 
little  fuccefs  the  enemies  of  this 
country  had  met  with  iq  their  va¬ 
rious  attempts  againH  us,  and  the 
fpirit  and  refources  of  the  nation, 
he  confefied  he  could  not  perceive 
that  gloomy  and  uncomfortable 

profpeX 
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profpedt  of  things,  which  had 
been  defcribed  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  fpoke  before  him. 
Our  difficulties  were  certainly 
great,  but  he  trufted  they  were  by 
no  means  infuperable.  Pie  was 
neither  defirous  of  concealing  their 
magnitude,  nor  afraid  to  meet 
them,  great  as  they  mull  be 
acknowledged ;  becaufe  he  was 
convinced,  that  when  the  force  of 
this  country  was  fully  exerted,  it 
was  equal  to  the  conteft;  and  that 
the  only  means  of  obtaining  an 
honourable  and  juft  peace,  was  to 
fhew  ourfelves  capable  of  carrying 
on  the  war  with  fpirit  and  vi¬ 
gour. 

In  taking  notice  of  what  Mr. 
Burke  had  laid  relative  to  the  ad¬ 
journment,  he  declared,  that  it 
would  have  been  as  agreeable  to 
him  that  the  houfe  had  fat  out  the 
whole  intermediate  time  as  not; 
that  the  breaking  out  of  the  war 
at  all,  or  the  time  of  its  com¬ 
mencement,  were  matters  by  no 
means  fo  clear  within  the  view  of 
the  king’s  fervants,  as  to  render 
it  incumbent  on  them  to  ftate  the 
lituation  of  affairs  to  parliament, 
as  a  reafon  for  their  continuing 
affembled  during  the  cuftomary 
feafon  of  a  recefs,  which,  he  knew, 
would  for  various  reafons  be  high¬ 
ly  inconvenient.  The  laft  efficient 
caufe  of  the  rupture,  the  an- 
fwer  of  the  ftates,  was  not  receiv¬ 
ed  from  Sir  Joleph  Yorke,  until 
after  the  adjournment. 

The  noble  lord  then  moved  an 
addrefs  of  thanks  for  his  majefty’s 
mod  gracious  meffage;  with  an 
affurance  of  the  fincere  part  which 
they  took  in  the  concern  and  re¬ 
gret  his  majefty  expreffed,  for  the 
unavoidable  neceffity  of  hoftile 
meafures  againft  the  antiem  friends 
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and  natural  allies  of  his  king¬ 
doms  ;  an  acknowledgement,  in  the 
warmed  fentiments  of  gratitude, 
of  the  wifdom  and  moderation  of 
his  conduct,  in  ufing  every  endea¬ 
vour  with  the  ftates  general,  to 
avoid  proceeding  to  extremities; 
and  the  fulleft  affurance  that,  with 
a  firm  and  determined  refolution, 
they  will  fupport  him  againft  all 
his  enemies,  in  the  profecution  of 
this  juft  and  neeeffary  war,  for  the 
maintenance iof  the  honour  of  his 
crown,  and  of  the  rights  and  in- 

terefts  of  his  people.- - The  mj- 

nifter  clofed  his  motion  with  an 
obfervation,  that  the  addrefs  was 
drawn  up  in  language  the  molt 
proper  for  the  houfe  to  adopt,  and 
he  therefore  moved  it. 

The  motion  was  feconded  with 
fpirit  and  ability  by  Lord  Lewif- 
ham,  who  obferved,  that  the  moft 
wanton  wars  had  been  undertaken 
againft  Holland  in  thole  periods, 
when  the  interefts  of  the  crown 
and  of  the  people  were  diftinfl 
and  different  in  this  eountry; 
thence,  he  faid,  in  the  infamous 
reign  of  Charles  the  Second,  they 
had  not  been  more  frequently  than 
unjuftly  commenced.  But  in  the 
prefent  reign,  when  the  interefts 
of  the  king  and  of  the  people 
were  one  and  the  fame,  no  rupture 
upon  thofe  principles  could  take 
place ;  and  the  war  now  com¬ 
menced  againft  Holland  was  fo  far 
from  being  wanton  or  unjuftifiable, 
that  it  would  appear,  even  from 
a  flight  view  of  the  conduct  on 
both  Tides,  to  be  a  war  of  unavoid¬ 
able  neceffity  on  that  of  Great 
Britain.  He  attributed  to  the 
baneful  influence  of  French  gold, 
that  treacherous  conduct  which  he 
aferibed  to  the  Dutch;  faid  it  was 
better  to  have  to  deal  with  an 
[*L]  4  open 
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Open  enemy,  than  with  a  treach¬ 
erous  friend;  and  declared,  that 
he  wiihed  not  to  live  to  fee  that 
day,  when  this  country  ihould  be 
obliged  to  put  up  with  thofe  in- 
fults,  which  her  honour  called 
upon  her  to  refen t. 

The  apology  made  by  the  mi- 
silfter,  with  refpeX  to  the  adjourn¬ 
ment,  did  not  by  any  means  lef- 
fen  the  feverity  of  opposition  on 
that  fufajeX.  The  minifters,  they 
faid,  had  eve/y  year  fome  work 
upon  their  hands,  which  they  did 
no:  chute  to  do  in  the  face  of  par¬ 
liament,  It  had  been  their  fre¬ 
quent  practice  to  fettle  matters  of 
the  firft  importance  during  the 
holidays,  and  when  the  houfe  met 
after  the  recefs,  then  to  call  upon 
parliament  to  fupport  them  under 
all  the  confequences  of  their  ill 
conduct.  In  this  manner  the  houfe 
had  been  led  into  the  American 
war,  that  fource  of  all  our  cala¬ 
mities;  in  this  manner  the  treaty 
was  ftolen  between  America  and 
France,  without  the  poffibility  of 
their  timely  interference;  in  like 
manner  the  minifters  announced 
the  French,  and  in  the  following 
year  the  Spanifti  refcript ;  and 
now  they  come  to  declare  that 
they  have  commenced  war  with 
Holland,  our  old  and  our  natural 
ally. 

Thus,  year  after  year,  had  the 
noble  lord  in  the  blue  ribbon 
come  down  to  inform  the  houfe  of 
fome  new  enemy  ;  but  in  that 
whole  courfe  of  time,  he  never 
once  brought  them  the  welcome 
news  of  our  having  gained  a  new 
ally.  The  prefent  minifters  had 
exploded  the  old  fyftem  of  conti¬ 
nental  connexions;  they  abandon¬ 
ed  the  continent,  and  moft  unfor¬ 
tunately,  as  we  now  experience. 


the  continent,  in  return,  has  a* 
bandoned  us.  In  thofe  glorious 
and  happy  days,  when  our  affairs 
were  conducted  by  Whig  mini- 
liters,  and  upon  true  Whig  princi¬ 
ples,  vve  had  the  better  half  of 
Europe  lighting  by  our  fide>  in 
pulling  down  the  power,  and 
humbling  the  pride  of  the  Houfe 
of  Bourbon.  But  where  now  are 
our  allies?  We  have  adopted  an 
oppofite  fyftem  of  principles,  and 
are  abandoned  by  all  the  world, 
Holland,  our  natural,  our  moft: 
refpeXabie,  and  at  length  our  only 
ally,  is  forced  into  the  arms  of 
Bourbon.  Are  thele  the  benefits 
for  which  we  are  to  return  thanks, 
to  the  crown  ? 

They  denied  the  neceftity  of  the 
war  with  Holland.  We  loft  Hol¬ 
land,  faid  they,  by  our  arrogance. 
By  that  domineering,  infolent  fpi- 
rit,  through  which  we  loft  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  which  has  united  half 
Europe  againft  us  in  an  armed 
neutrality.  The  haughty  memo¬ 
rial  of  17775  which  is  focautioufly 
kept  back  from  the  houfe  by  the 
minifters,  they  urged,  was  juftly 
obferved  by  the  ftates  general,  to 
hold  language  not  fitting  to  be  of¬ 
fered  to  or  received  by  any  inde¬ 
pendent  ftate.  It  was  not  poffible 
that  any  Hollander,  who  felt  as 
he  ought  to  do  for  the  honour  of 
his  country,  Ihould  not  refent 
fuch  a  public  infult.  France, 
and  the  French  party  in  Holland, 
naturally,  and  not  unfairly,  took 
the  advantage  of  this  temper. 
You  fee,  faid  they,  the  treatment 
you  receive  from  your  boafted 
friends  and  proteXors.  Too 
much  fuccefs  has  changed  the 
nature,  or  perhaps  only  ex- 
pofed  to  view  the  real  difpo- 
fuion,  of  thofe  haughty  ifland- 

ers, 
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ers.  Inftead  pf  being  the  affertors 
c>f  liberty,  as  they  fo  often  and  fo- 
vainly  pretended,  they'-  are  not 
only  endeavouring  to  endave  their 
own  people,  but  they  would  be¬ 
come  the  oppreflbrs  and  tyrants  of 
mankind,  if  they  hold  this  lan¬ 
guage,  in  the  midft  of  an  unluc- 
cefsful  war,  to  you,  their  old 
friends  and  allies,  what  would  it 
be  if  they  were  fuccefsful  ;  if  they 
(pcceeded  in  frustrating  the  gene¬ 
rous  views  of  France  in  favour  of 
the  Americans,  and  in  eftabliffiing 
that  univerfd  dominion  which  they 
have  long  had  the  effrontery  to 
claim  over  the  ocean  ? 

The  reign  of  Charles  II.  they 
faid,  was  diffidently  infamous. 
But  they  thought  the  obfervation 
rather  unlucky  at  the  prefent  time. 
We  had  loll  more,  in  a  few  years, 
through  the  prefent  minillers,  than 
by  the  whole  race  of  Stuarts.  The 
mifehiefs  brought  on  by  the  Stuarts 
were  fpeedily  repaired  by  a  happy 
revolution.  But  the  mifehiefs 
brought  on  by  the  prefent  m-ini- 
flers  are  irreparable.  The  preva¬ 
lence  of  a  faction  in  Holland  was 
attributed  to  the  influence  of 
French  gold;  it  would  be  happy 
if  the  influence  of  French  gold, 
or,  which  was  the  fame  thing, 
Engliih  gold,  operating  in  French 
interells,  did  not  prevail,  much 
rearer  the  capital  of  Great  Britain. 
But  why  was  not  fome  of  that  gold 
font  over  to  counterad  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  French  ? 

The  noble  miniiler  complained, 
that  the  Dutch  had  broken  the 
treaties  fubfifting  with  this  coun¬ 
try  ;  but  had  proper  means  been 
uied  to  induce  them  to  abide  by 
thole  treaties?  Was  the  noble  lord 
to  be  informed,  that  treaties  never 
bound  any  nation  in  oppofition  to 
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llrong  paffions  or  intereff?  Had 
any  pains  been  taken  to  keep 
thofe  of  Holland  on  our  fide? 
Was  not  our  conduit  in  numerous 
inflances  the  direct  reverfe?  When 
we  were  throwing  away  the  Ame¬ 
rican  commerce,  were  we  fo  blind 
as  not  to  fee,  that  its  advantages 
would  be  eagerly  grafped  at  by 
other  nations?  Could  we  imagine 
that  a  people,  wholly  commercial, 
would  not  fooner  or  later  follow 
the  example  of  others,  and  endea¬ 
vour  to  partake  of  thole  advan¬ 
tages?  We  ffiould  either  have  ta¬ 
ken  meafures  to  provide  for  or  to 
prevent  this  effect ;  or  we  ffiould 
have  refrained  from  the  frantic 
meafures  which  tended  to  produce 
it.‘ 

They  obferved,  that  when 
France  was  confidered-as  the  moft 
formidable  power  in  Europe,  the 
nations  on  all  Tides  confederated 
againft  her.  We  ourfelves  took, 
the  lead  in  that  confederacy.  We 
ffiould  have  derived  wildom  from 
that  example,  in  which  we  had  fo 
great  a  ffiare;  and  when  this 
country  rofe  to  an  envied  and 
alarming  pitch  of  greatnefs,  a  juft 
apprehenfion  of  a  limilar  holtile 
confederacy  ffiould  have  taught 
us  juliice,  moderation,  and  wif- 
dom.  But  fo  far  were  we  from 
adopting  fuch  a  prudential  mode 
of  conduct,  that  the  pride  and  ar¬ 
rogance  of  our  councils  difgufted 
or  alarmed  all  mankind,  and  dif- 
pofed  them  to  any  combination, 
whether  for  the  leffening  of  our 
power,  or  the  puniffiing  of  our 
infolence.  In  that  Hate  of  things 
the  Britiffi  minillers,  equally  blind 
to  our  fituation,  and  deaf  to  all 
remon lirance  and  reafon,  precipi¬ 
tated  us  headlong  into  the  Arae- 
ritdu  war ;  Lucre  by.  through  the 

pity 
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pity  and  indignation  which  it  ex¬ 
cited,  and  the  weaknefs  which 
their  miferable  incapability  of 
conducing  it  caufed  and  revealed, 
not  only  increafing  the  general 
difpofition  of  ill-will,  but  giving 
the  fulled  and  mod  unhoped  for 
effeCt  to  the  combination. 

It  had  often,  as  they  faid,  been 
urged  by  the  fupporters  of  minif- 
trv,  that  it  was  vain  and  fuperfi li¬ 
ons  to  enquire  by  what  means  the 
difficulties  of  our  dtuation  had  a- 
aifen,  the  only  matter  of  confide- 
xation  or  enquiry  being,  by  what 
means  we  fhould  extricate  our- 
feives  ?  Events  have  fufficiently 
confuted  that  reafoning.  For  if 
we  had  invedigated  the  caufes, 
and  puniftied  the  authors  of  the 
American  war,  they  would  not 
have  been  able  to  involve  us  fuc- 
ceffively  in  thofe  with  France  and 
Spain.  If  we  had  thus  enquired, 
we  lhould  have  avoided  the  war 
with  Holland.  While  it  is  poffi- 
ble  to  add  one  more  to  the  number 
of  our  enemies,  until  all  reafon 
for  exertion  is  fuperfeded  by  utter 
defpair,  the  reafons  for  enquiry 
will  continue  in  full  force.  The 
jfird  Hep  towards  advancing  our 
affairs,  is  to  prevent  them  from 
declining.  As  this  cannot  be  ef¬ 
fected  without  invedigating  and 
removing  the  caufe  of  the  progref- 
iive  declenfion  of  our  profperity, 
the  retrofpeft  now  recommended, 
fo  far  from  impeding,  is  edential 
£0  the  efficacy  of  all  our  future  ex¬ 
ertions. 

The  minider  warmly  jefented, 
and  indeed  much  more  fo  than  he 
had  done  upon  former  occafions, 
the  charge  of  a  change  of  politi¬ 
cal  fydem,  of  abandoning  conti¬ 
nental  connexions,  and  of  our 
being  therefore  abandoned  by  all 


our  allies.  He  faid,  no  man  could 
be  a  warmer  enthnfiad  in  refpeCI 
to  the  Whig  principles  and  fydem 
of  King  William’s  reign,  than 
he  was  himfeK  i  no  man  could 
vvifh  more  eagerly  for  continental 
alliances,  upon  the  fame  princi¬ 
ples,  and  in  purfuit  of  the  fame 
fydem,  which  then  prevailed  or 
was  adopted.  The  Whig  fydem 
of  that  reign  was  the  direCt  line 
of  conduCt  now  purfued.  The 
objeCt  of  all  that  king’s  wars,  and 
indeed  of  his  life,  was  to  check 
the  power  of  the  Houfe  of  Bour¬ 
bon,  and  to  preferve  the  balance 
of  power  in  Europe.  What  are 
we  fighting  for  at  this  moment  ?-«• 
the  very  fame  objeCt.  But  it  is 
faid  that  we  have  no  allies ;  does 
that  prove  that  we  do  not  purfue 
the  fydem  of  King  William’s 
reign  ?  If  we  have  no  allies,  it 
only  proves  that  we  have  not  all 
the  advantages  of  that  fydem: 
advantages  that  are  incidental, 
that  depend  on  time,  on  circum- 
dances,  on  that  infinite  variety  of 
events,  which  dedroy  all  poflibi- 
lity  of  perfeCt  parallel  in  hidory. 

The  policy  of  Europe,  he  laid, 
had  unfortunately  changed  of  late 
years;  and  Holland,  though  her 
ruin  mud  inevitably  follow  that  of 
Great  Britain,  if  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon  fucceeded,  reje&s  the 
old  policy  and  adopts  the  new 
one  ;  (he  is  no  longer  the  friend 
and  the  ally  of  Great  Britain,  but 
has  joined  France,  and  broke  her 
faith  with  this  country.  Great 
Britain  had  uniformly  adhered  to 
her  old  fydem,  and  complied  with 
the  conditions  of  her  treaties, 
whenever  her  allies  were  attacked, 
and  claimed  her  affifiance.  Un¬ 
fortunately  for  Great  Britain,  the 
other  powers  of  Europe  had  not 
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fctted  with  equal  fidelity.  He  de¬ 
clared  he  was  firmly  perfuaded, 
that,  had  the  Duke  of  Marlbo¬ 
rough,  had  King  William’s  and 
Queen  Anne’s  Whig  minifters, 
been  now  alive,  and  at  the  head 
of  affairs,  our  national  fituation 
would  have  been  exactly  the  fame 
that  it  is  at  this  moment. 

He  juftified  the  memorial  of 
1 777 ,  ^to  which  the  prefent  rup¬ 
ture  was  attributed  by  the  fpeakers 
on  the  other  fide)  by  the  circum- 
ftances  which  produced  it,  and 
by  the  ftate  of  public  affairs  at  the 
time.  He  denied  that  the  war 
with  Holland  had  been  made  or 
fought  for  by  the  minifters  ;  on 
the  contrary,  nothing  could  have 
been  more  adverfe  to  their  incli¬ 
nations.  The  Dutch  had  provok¬ 
ed  the  war.  He  trufted  he  had 
proved  that  they  had  taken  a  de¬ 
cided  part  againft  this  country, 
and  had  thrown  themfelves  into 
the  hands  of  France.  Under  thefe 
circumftances,  and  when  it  was 
evident,  from  the  anfwer  of  the 
ftates-general  to  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke, 
that  they  only  meant  to  gain  time 
and  trifle  with  Great  Britain,  it 
would  have  been  madnefs  to  have 
loft  a  moment,  or  to  have  paufed 
upon  the  bufmefs ;  the  time  was 
arrived  when  our  interefts  and  our 
honour  were  equally  at  (lake,  and 
indecifion  would  have  been  no  lefs 
ruinous  than  fhameful.  So  far 
was  he  from  meaning  to  depart 
from  that  line  of  found  policy, 
which  ,or  fo  many  years  had  ce¬ 
mented  an  union  between  this 
country  and  Holland,  that  after  all 
that  happened,  if  he  favv  France 
turn  her  arms  againft  Holland, 
and  attempt  to  deftroy  the  liberty 
of  the  United  States,  he  ihould 
fill!  confider  it  as  a  Britlfh  caufe. 


and  afl  as  if  the  treaty  of  WelU 
minfter  had  never  been  violated. 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  replied, 
that  the  application  to  Holland 
for  furnifhing  the  fuccours  Hip u— 
lated  by  treaties,  was,  in  the 
prefent  ftate  of  things,  exceeding¬ 
ly  improper,  ill-judged,  and  im¬ 
politic,  That  the  itares-general, 
in  not  complying  with  the  requifi- 
tion,  had  not  only  afted  wifely, 
under  the  circumftances  of  the 
time,  but  had  done  us,  in  fpite 
of  ourfelves,  a  very  great  fervice. 
For  what,  faid  they,  would  have 
been  the  immediate  confequence, 
if  they  had  fgrniihed  the  20  (hips 
of  war,  and  the  6000  troops, 
which  they  were  bound  to  by  the 
treaty  of  Weftminfter?  Why,  that 
Holland  would  have  been  immedi¬ 
ately  invaded,  and  probably  over¬ 
run,  by  a  powerful  French  army; 
that  (he  mull  then  not  onlv  have 

j 

withdrawn  her  own  fuccours,  but 
mull  have  demanded  from  us  a 
much  greater  force,  which  we  were 
bound  by  the  fame  treaty  to  furnifti 
for  her  defence.  But  that  would 
not  have  been  all ;  for  as  our  fate 
would  have  been  involved  in  the 
prefervation  of  Holland,  we  mud, 
overborne  as  we  already  were, 
have  encountered  the  whole  force 
of  France,  in  a  land  war,  upon 
her  own  borders.  Had  we  a  Angle 
ally  that  would  have  fupported  us 
in  the  unequal  conteft?  At  a  time 
too,  when  our  armies  were  difper- 
fed  all  over  the  globe,  and  either 
wafted  in  the  American  war,  or 
perifhing  under  the  rigours  of  a 
tropical  fun.  Every  body  knows 
what  the  ftate  of  Holland  is  in  the 
prefent  day,  with  refpect  to  her 
own  military  force. 

The  oppofition  in  general  re¬ 
probated  the  war  with  Holland,  as 

being 


172*]  ANNUAL  R 

being  in  the  highefl  degree,  in 
our  prefent  fltuation,  imprudent, 
impolitic,  and  dangerous;  others 
went  farther,  and  considered  it  no 
lefs  unjuft  than  impolitic;  and  a 
few  only  flood  upon  the  defeat  of 
information  on  which  to  found 
any  decided  opinion,  and  there¬ 
fore  objected  to  their  binding 
themfelves  by  the  propofed  ad- 
drefs,  until  matters  were  more 
tclearly  explained  and  underflood. 
It  was  probably  in  order  to  unite 
thefe opinions,  that theamendment 
moved  by  Lord  John  Cavendifh, 
propofed  only,  that  the  regret  ex- 
prefled  by  the  houfe  for  xhz  unavoid¬ 
able  nece.JJity  of  hojiili ties,  fhould  be 
applied  limply  to  the  war  with  Hol¬ 
land,  by  the  omiflion  of  the  four 
lafl  words,  and  the  fubiHtution  of 
the  word  rupture ,  in  their  dead. 
He  at  the  fame  time  gave  notice, 
that  if  this  was  agreed  to,  he 
fhould  follow  it  up  with  another 
amendment,  tpe  purport  of  which 
was  to  be,  tbit  the  houfe  would 
take  the  papers  before  them  into 
conflderation,  and  if  it  fhould  ap¬ 
pear  that  the  war  with  Holland 
was  unavoidably  neceflary,  they 
would  ufe  their  utmoft  efforts  to 
fupport  it  with  effect. 

The  amendment  was  rejected, 
upon  a  hivifion,  by  a  majority  of 
jBo  to  ioi.  Lord  Mahon  then 
moved  another  amendment,  corre- 
fponding  in  fubflance  and  efledl 
with  that  intended  by  Lord  John 
Cavendifh,  in  cafe  the  flrfl  had 
been  carried.  This  being  reject¬ 
ed  without  a  diviflon,  the  mini- 
fter’s  addrefs  palled  in  its  original 
form . 

The  meflage  from  the  throne, 
ivith  the  Dutch  papers,  were  on 
the  fame  day  preiented  to  the 
lords,  and  the  addrefs  moved  for 
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by  Lord  Stormont  ;  where  the 
fubjeCl  brought  out  no  lefs  debate 
than  in  the  houfe  of  commons. 
The  Duke  of  Richmond,  after 
complaining  of  the  deficiency  of 
the  information  which  was  laid 
before  them,  and  receiving  no  an- 
fwer  from  the  noble  fecretary, 
whether  any  more  papers  were  in¬ 
tended  for  their  infpeftion?  then 
moved  for  another  addrefs,  which 
went  at  lead  to  operate  as  a  previ¬ 
ous  queflion  in  poflponing  the 
former,  and  the  tendency  of  which 
was,-—  rhat  copies  of  the  treaties 
lately  fubfifling  between  both  na¬ 
tions,  of  the  correfpondence  be¬ 
tween  his  majefty’s  minifters  and 
his  late  ambaflbdor  at  the  Hague, 
and  of  all  memorials,  remonflran- 
ces,  requifitions,  anfwers,  or  other 
papers,  which  had  been  prefented 
to,  or  received  from,  the  ftates- 
general  of  the  United  Provinces, 
fince  the  commencement  of  hofli- 
lities  with  the  North  American 
colonies,  fo.far  as  they  relate  to  a 
rupture,  or  to  any  mifunderfland,- 
ing  between  Great  Britain  and 
Holland,  fhould  be  forthwith  laid 
before  that  houfe. 

The  debate  was  continued  to  an 
unufually  late  hour,  being  incum¬ 
bered  by  a  queflion  of  order,  which 
was  much  laboured  by  the  chan¬ 
cellor  and  fome  of  the  court  lords, 
whether  any  other  matter  could 
properly  be  brought  forward  or 
difeufled,  whilft  a  meflage  from 
the  throne  was  under  confidera- 
tion,  and  until  the  anfwer  to  it 
was  returned  ?  Other  parts  of  the 
debate  were  fufiiciently  interefl-? 
ing,  and  abounded  with  political 
obfervation  and  knowledge.  The 
conduct  of  the  Dutch  was  much 
more  feverely  treated  by  the  mini- 
iters  here  than  in  the  other  houfe; 

and 
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find  their  own  was  treated  with 
Hill  lefs  mercy  by  the  oppofition. 
Nor  did  the  houfe  itfelf  efcape 
better.  Several  of  the  lords  declar¬ 
ed,  that  nothing  lefs  than  the  pre- 
fent  extraordinary  occafion  could 
have  brought  them  there:  and 
that  from  a  full  fenfe  and  long  ex¬ 
perience  of  that  irrefi ftible  corrupt 
influence,  which  rendered  every 
attempt  to  difcharge  their  parlia¬ 
mentary  duty  to<alIy  ufelefs,  they 
were  determined  in.  future  to  ab- 
ftain  entirely  from  coming  to  the 
houfe. 

Upon  a  diUfion,  after  one  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  the  Duke  of  Rich¬ 
mond’s  motion  was  rejected,  by  the 
very  great,  though  not,  of  late 
years,  very  unufual,  majority,  of 
Sq,  including  16  proxies,  to  19 
lords,  without  any  proxy,  who  fup- 
ported  the  motion. 

Two  protefts  were  entered  j  the 
firft  a  ftrong  and  exceedingly  fe- 
vere  one,  figned  by  nine  lords ; 
the  other,  conceived  rather  in 
milder  terms,  and  flgned  by  eight. 
They  both,  however,  exprefled  the 
ffrongelt  apprehenfions  of  the  con- 
fequences  which  muft  enfue,  both 
to  our  foreign  and  domeftic  affairs, 
from  that  difpofition  which  induced 
miniflers  to  deny,  and  the  houles  to 
acquiefce  in  the  denial,  of  the  in¬ 
formation  neceffary  on  a  matter  fo 
deeply  affedling  their  moft  impor* 
tant  interelts. 

The  affair  of  Sir  Hugh  Pal  lifer 

^  n  was,  in  a  few  days  after, 

Feb.  lit.  r  ,  •  u  vl 
a  fecond  time  brougnt 

forward.  Mr.  Fox,  as  introducto¬ 
ry  to  the  bufmefs,  procured  a 
copy  of  the  charges  exhibited  by 
that  officer  againit  Admiral  Kep- 
pel,  of  the  fentence  of  the  court- 
martial  on  thofe  charges,  of  the 
charge  and  fentence  of  Vice-Ad- 
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miral  Pallifer’s  court-martial,  of 
the  late  fpeaker’s  fpeech  on  deli¬ 
vering  the  thanks  of  the  commons 
to  Admiral  Keppel,  and  of  the 
anfwer  made  by  that  commander, 
to  be  all  read  by  the  clerk  to  the 
houfe. 

He  prefaced  his  motion  with 
a  very  long  fpeech,  which  feem- 
ed  to  bring  within  one  view 
all  the  infinite  variety  of  matter 
relative  to  that  fubject,  and  m 
which  he  difplayed  more  than 
a  common  fhare  of  his  ufual  abili¬ 
ty  and  eloquence.  Having  dif- 
claimed  all  perfonal  enmity,  he 
held  out  the  following  as  the  prin¬ 
cipal  grounds  on  which  he  found¬ 
ed  his  intended  motion— That  the 
court-martial  who  tried  Admiral 
Keppel  were  perfectly  competent 
to  declare,  that  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer 
had  preferred  a  malicious  and  ill- 
founded  accufation  p  that  the  de¬ 
claration  was  warranted  by  a  va¬ 
riety  of  undeniable  fa&s  and  cir- 
cumlfances  ;  that  Sir  Hugh  Palli- 
f cr  himfelf  2cquiefced  in  the  jus¬ 
tice  of  the  fentence  ;  that  the  houfe 
of  commons  had  acknowledged  its 
truth  ;  and,  that  the  fentence  of 
the  fecond  court-martial  was  nei¬ 
ther  an  honourable  nor  an  unani¬ 
mous  acquittal.  The  conclufion 
drawn  from  the  whole  being,  that 
the  late  promotion  of  a  man  under 
fuch  circumftances  to  a  place  of 
honour  and  emolument,  was  in 
the  higheft  degree  ruinous  to  the 
naval  fervice  of  Great  Britain. 

The  motion  run  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  terms — That  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  to  be 
Governor  of  Greenwich  Hofpitaf, 
after  he  had  been  declared  guilty 
of  having  preferred  a  malicious 
and  ill-founded  accufation  againit 
his  commanding  office/  by  the  fen¬ 
tence 
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tence  of  a  court-martial,  was  a 
meafure  totally  fubverfive  of  the 
difcipline,  and  derogatory  to  the 
honour  of  the  navy/’ 

The  minifter  took  up  the  de¬ 
fence  with  no  lefs  art  than  that 
which  he  attributed  in  the  outfet 
to  his  antagonift,  by  requeuing 
the  honfe  to  obferve,  that  the  mo¬ 
tion  before  them  was  not  tending 
either  to  criminate  or  acquit  the 
vice-admiral  ;  but  was  in  reality 
a  leading  motion  to  convift  and 
condemn  minifters,  of  having  ad- 
vifed  his  majeflv  to  be  flow  the  go¬ 
vernment  in  queftion  on  an  un¬ 
worthy  objefh  That  the  houfe 
were  therefore  to  aft  in  a  judicial 
capacity*  and  to  try  htmfelf,  and 
the  reft  of  the  king’s  fervants, 
upon  the  point  ftated  in  the  mo¬ 
tion  ;  for  if  blame  were  due,  he 
acknowledged  he  was  liable  to  a 
fhare  of  it,  in  common  with  other 
minifters ;  he,  however,  trailed, 
that  he  ftiould  be  able  to  make  it 
appear  that  the  motion  was  falfe 
in  fa£l,  that  it  was  unjuft,  and 
that  no  blame  was  due,  for  that 
minifters  had  done  no  more  than 
their  duty. 

He  then  proceeded,  with  his 
wonted  ability  and  add  refs  in  tiie 
management  of  debate,  to  con¬ 
trovert  the  feveral  portions,  upon 
which  Mr.  Fox  had  founded  his 
motion  ;  going  generally,  and  ne* 
cefT&rily,  over  in  that,  cour-fe,  the 
fame  grounds  which  we  have  here¬ 
tofore  trodden.  He  at  length 
hummed  up  the  force  of  his  argu¬ 
ments  in  the  following  conclufions 
— That  the  part  of  the  len  tence  of 
Admiral  KeppePs  court-martial, 
which  pronounced  the  accufation 
malicious  and  ill-founded,  was  an 
extra-judicial  opinion  ;  that  Vice- 
Admiral  Pailiier  had  never  been 
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tried  on  any  fuch  charge ;  that 
he  had  been  moll  honourably  ac¬ 
quitted  by  the  court-martial  which 
afterwards  tried  him  ;  and  that 
he  had  fervea  his  king  and  coun¬ 
try  with  undoubted  bravery  and 
honour  for  five-and-forty  years. 

He  then  propofed  feveral  amend¬ 
ments  to  the  motion*  until  at  length,* 
by  theaftiftance  of  the  folicitor-ge- 
neral,  it  was,  with  no  fmall  difficul¬ 
ty,  mouldedintothefollowing  form 
— - ’That  the  appointment  of  Sir  Hugh 
Paliijer  to  be  Governor  of  Greenwich 
Hofpital ,  44  who,  by  the  officers 
44  who  fat  on  the  court-martial 
“  held  for  the  trial  of  Admiral 
44  Keppel,  and  before  whom  Sir 
(*  Hugh  Pallifer  was  not  charged 
44  with  any  malice  in  the  accufa- 
44  tion  of  the  (aid  admiral,  or 
4C  heard  in  his  defence,  is  declared 
44  to  have  preferred  an  ill-founded 
4*  accufation  againft  his  comman- 
44  der  in  chief,  and  whofe  conduft 
44  on  the  27th  of  July,  1778,  by 
44  a  fubfequent  court  -  martial, 
44  was,  after  a  full  examination, 
44  declared  to  be  in  many  refpedls 
44  highly  exemplary  and  merito- 
44  Fious,  and  who  has,  during  the 
44  courfe  of  forty-five  years,  ferved 
44  the  crown,  both  in  his  civil  and 
44  military  capacity,  with  great 
44  ability,  bravery,  and  fidelity.’* 
was  a  meafure  totally  fubverfive  of 
the  difcipliney  and  derogatory  to  the 
honour  of  the  navy. 

Lord  North,  before  he  fat  down, 
propofed  a  fori  of  compromife  with 
Mr.  Fox,  by  offering  to  withdraw 
his  amendment  wholly,  if  the  lat* 
ter  would  confent  to  omit  thofe 
particularly  obnoxious  words,  that 
the  vice-admiral  was,  by  the  fen- 
tence  of  a  court-martial,  declared 
to  have  preferred  a  malicious  and 
ill-founded  accufation  againft  his 

commander 
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commander  in  chief ;  by  which 
amendment  the  motion  would  go 
to  a  division,  in  thefe  general 
terms, — That  the  appointment  of 
Sir  Hugh  Pal  lifer,  &c.  v/as  a 
meafure  fubverfive  of  the  difci- 
pline,  and  derogatory  to  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  the  Britifh  navy.  ButMr. 
Fox  refufing  to  comply  with  this 
propofal,  the  queftion  was  taken 
up  with  vigour,  and  obftinately 
maintained  on  both  fides. 

The  opinion  given  by  Lord 
Howe,  that  courts  martial  'were 
not  only  competent  to  an  opinion 
on  the  motives  of  an  accufation, 
and  to  pafs  a  cenfure  on  the  ac- 
cufer,  where  they  appeared  mali¬ 
cious  or  fcandalous,  but  that  if 
the  cafe  were  otherwife,  there 
mull  be  an  end  of  all  difcipline, 
and  the  authority  of  a  commander 
in  chief  would  be  entirely  loft, 
could  not,  confidering  the  charac- 
ter,  fituation,  and  profeffional 
knowledge  of  that  nobleman,  who 
had  dedicated  his  whole  life  with 
fo  much  honour  to  the  fervice,  but 
carry  great  weight  with  the  hear¬ 
ers. 

He  likewife  obferved,  that  the 
noble  lord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  had 
taken  great  pains  to  prove  that  the 
fentence  of  the  fecond  court  mar¬ 
tial,  was  an  honourable  acquittal. 
He  had  himfelf,  he  faid,  read  that 
trial  through  very  attentively, 
but  he  could  not  comprehend  nor 
underhand  the  fentence.  It  ltated 
ftrft,  that  the  vice-admiral’s  con- 
dud,  in  many  inftances,  had  been 
highly  meritorious  and  exemplary; 
it  then  charged  him  with  an  omif- 
lion  of  duty,  and  next  acquitted 
him.  What  puzzled  him,  he 
faid,  was  how  to  find  out  of  what 
the  vice-admiral  was  acquitted? 
In  the  charges,  as  they  were  call- 
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ed,  upon  which  he  had  been  tried, 
there  appeared,  to  himfelf  at  leaft, 
to  be  no  accufation.  The  vice- 
admiral,  therefore,  ftriclly  fpeak- 
ing,  could  neither  be  convided 
nor  acquitted. 

The  debates  continued  till  paft 
two  o’clock  in  the  morning,  when 
the  amendment  upon  Mr.  Fox’s 
original  motion  was  carried  by  a 
majority  of  214,  again  ft  149. 

This  was,  however,  a  clofer  di- 
vifion,  than  the  oppofition  could 
perhaps  have  hoped  for  upon  many 
other  queftions. 

Mr.  Fox  then  moved  the  follow¬ 
ing  amendment  to  the  amended 
resolution,  to  come  in  immediate¬ 
ly  after  the  words  heard  in  his  de¬ 
fence — viz.  “  That  the  judge  ad¬ 
vocate  having  by  the  diredion  of 
the  faid  court,  declared,  that  it 
did  not  occur  to  the  recolledion 
of  any  of  the  members,  that  it  had 
been  the  ufage  of  courts  martial 
to  admit  any  thing  on  the  part  of 
the  accufer,  after  delaring  that 
he  had  gone  through  all  the  wit- 
nefies  he  fhould  produce  in  fupporc 
of  the  charge,  and  that  he  had 
agreed,  that  the  papers  offered  by 
the  accufer  could  not  be  admitted; 
and  the  faid  court  having,  in  ano¬ 
ther  part  of  the  faid  trial,  declar¬ 
ed,  that  they  had  continued  of  the 
fame  opinion,  and  had  agreed  that 
the  whole  evidence,  not  only  on 
the  part  of  the  charge,  but  of  the 
defence,  having  been  clofed,  no¬ 
thing  farther,  by  way  of  addrefs 
from  either,  could  be  read.”— 
This  motion  was  avoided  by  mov¬ 
ing  for  the  order  of  the  day,  which 
the  houfe  was  well  aifpofed  at  that 
hour  to  agree  to. 

The  affairs  of  India  now  began 
to  require  and  to  attract  the  moll 
ferious  attention  of  the  Houfe  of 

Commons. 
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Commons.  It  was  ftrongly  infill¬ 
ed  upon  by  many  perfons  of 
weight,  that  the  interference  of 
the  crown  under  the  fanclion  of 
parliament,  in  1773,  in  regulat¬ 
ing  the  government  of  the  Eaft 
India  company’s  poffeffions  in 
Afia,  and  in  the  management  of 
its  affairs  at  home  and  abroad,  in- 
liead  of  the  benefits  which  were 
Held  out  at  that  time,  had  pro¬ 
duced  fuch  fcenes  of  diforder,  and 
fuch  a  Hate  of  confufion  in  India, 
as  has  not  often  been  the  refult  of 
civil,  or  even  of  any  regulated  mi¬ 
litary  eftablilhments. 

It  was  pretty  generally  allowed 
that  the  double  interefts,  mutually 
counteracting  each  other,  which 
were  then  formed,  and  the  oppo- 
ii te  powers  which  the  company’s 
fervants  looked  up  to,  neceffarily 
ilackened  all  the  bands  of  obe¬ 
dience,  and  by  degrees  dedroyed 
all  authority.  The  revolution  at 
Madras,  the  fate  of  Lord  Pigct, 
the  triumph,  rather  than  efcape, 
of  the  authors  of  that  catadrophe, 
with  the  extraordinary  phenome¬ 
non  of  Indian  Princes,  at  the  di- 
dance  of  half  the  globe,  becoming 
the  authors  of  cabals,  and  the 
leaders  of  parties,  in  the  capital 
of  Great  Britain,  formed  all  to¬ 
gether  fuch  a  combination  of  cir- 
cumdances,  as  pointed  out  the 
neceffity  of  a  review  of  our  policy 
itfelf,  in  the  government  of  India, 
as  well  as  of  the  driking  effects 
which  it  had  produced. 

Bengal,  by  the  new  regulations, 
had  been  made  the  feat  of  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  BritiiL  dominions  in 
the  ead.  Two  fupreme  juriidic- 
tions  were  there  edablidied.  The 
one,  poffeding  all  the  political 
and  executive  powers  of  govern¬ 
ment,  under  the  name  cf  governor- 


general  and  council,  extended  its 
fuperintendence  and  controul  over 
the  other  presidencies  of  Madras 
and  Bombay.  The  fecond,  com- 
pofed  of  judges  fent  from  England, 
was  called  the  fupreme  court  of 
judicature,  and  was  entirely  in¬ 
dependent  cf  the  governor-general 
and  council.  As  the  one  fucceed- 
ed,  with  great  additional  powers, 
to  the  ancient  prefidency,  fo  the 
latter  did  to  the  mayor’s  court  of 
Calcutta:  a  court,  which  though 
compofed  of  magifirates  not  bred 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  law,  yet 
by  afling  upon  the  general  prin¬ 
ciples  of  rectitude,  and  with  the 
affiftanee  of  juries,,  was  highly  dif- 
tinguilhed,  as  well  for  the  moderate 
expence  of  time  and  money  at 
which  juftice  was  obtained,  as  for 
the  fairnefs  of  its  proceedings,  and 
the  equity  cf  its  decifions. 

It  was  fcarcely,  perhaps,  in 
the  nature  of  things,  that  thefe 
feparate  independent  powers,  efpe- 
cially  at  fuch  a  dihance  from  home, 
as  to  be  in  a  great  meafure  beyond 
the  reach  of  controul,  iliould  fub- 
iift  long  together  without  clafhing. 
The  public  had  hitherto  received, 
only  the  charges  againll  the  fu- 
prerne  judicature  of  Calcutta. 
Their  friends  could  therefore  only 
requeft,  that  no  haity  opinion 
fhould  be  formed,  nor  cenfure  pall 
upon  their  conduct,  until  they 
were  heard. 

In  this  ftate  of  things,  it  is  nolc 
eafy  to  fettle  in  what  proportions 
the  blame  is  to  be  laid,  upon  the 
conftitution  itfelf,  or  upon  thofe 
who  atted  under  it.  it  feems, 
however,  to  have  been  generally 
acknowledged,  that  the  meafure 
of  attempting  to  eftablifh  the 
Englifh  laws,  courts,  and  forms 
ofjuilice,  amongH  the  various  na¬ 
tions 
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tions,  religions,  languages,  and 
races  of  men  fubfifting  in  In¬ 
dia,  and  where  fcarcely  any 
lengih  of  time  could  even  render 
them  intelligible,  will  probably 
ever  beconlidered  as  a  fundament¬ 
al  political  error.  The  antiquity 
of  the  Gentoo  civilization,  laws, 
religion,  and  cuftoms,  fortified  by 
the  invincible  attachment  which 
it  produced  in  the  people,  had,  in 
all  ages,  procured  the  political  at¬ 
tention,  if  not  the  refpeft,  of  the 
moil  ferocious  and  barbarous  of 
their  various  conquerors.  How- 

a 

ever  the  people  were  oppreiTed  or 
pillaged,  their  prejudices  in  thofe 
refpefts  were  facred  and  inviolate. 

The  Zemindars,  who  are  the 
prefent  great  landholders  of  India, 
are  likewife  a  fort  of  hereditary 
princes  of  the  country*  They  ge¬ 
nerally  rent,  from  their  fubfifting 
mailers,  thofe  lands  which  their 
anceftors  polfelTed  in  fovereignty. 
Some  of  thefe  hold  lands  to  the 
extent  of  ten  or  twelve  thoufand 
fquare  miles,  and  as  the  ients 
were  generally  eafy,  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  Hill  regard  them  with  the 
higheft  degree  of  attachment  and 
reverence,  they  are  enabled  to  re¬ 
tain  feme  appearance  of  former 
royalty  in  their  palaces,  and  ftill 
more  in  their  authority.  The 
Englilh  government  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  is  in  a  great  meafure  maintain¬ 
ed  through  this  attachment  of  the 
people  to  their  princes  ;  and  the 
defire  of  enabling  the  Zemindar 
to  difeharge  his  rent,  is  a  princi¬ 
pal  fpur  to  their  induftry.  All 
the  judicial  bufinefs  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  had  hitherto  been  tranfaCted 
in  their  provincial  courts,  and 
matters  of  litigation  decided  ac¬ 
cording  to  'the  known  laws  and 
cuftoms. 

Vol.  XXIV. 


The  authority  of  the  native 
courts  was  not  only  denied  by  the 
new  judicature,  but  their  members 
were  punifhed  even  to  ruin,  as 
well  as  perfonal  infliftion,  for  the 
difeharge  of  their  functions,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  eftablifhed  laws 
and  conftitution  of  their  country, 
which  had  till  now  been  acknow¬ 
ledged  by  all  conquerors.  We 
are  at  all  times  to  recolleft,  that 
it  had  been  the  conftant  policy  of 
the  Eaft  India  company  in  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  thofe  countries,  to 
aft  under  the  apparent  authority, 
and  as  the  nominal  fervants  and 
officers,  of  that  fhadow  of  the  an- 
tient  fupreme  fovereignty,  the  re¬ 
prefen  tative  of  the  Grand  Mogul, 
who  dill  refided  at  Delly.  So  that 
the  new  fyftein  of  judicature  ope¬ 
rated  not  limply  as  a  violent  and 
unprepared  innovation,  but  as  a 
total  revolution  in  the  mode  of 
government  eftablifhed  by  our- 
felves. 

Theaftonifhed  and  terrified  na¬ 
tives  of  Bengal  and  the  adjoining 
countries,  now  beheld  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  fpeftacle  of  Englilh  bai¬ 
liffs,  accompanied  by  confiaerable 
bodies  of  armed  Europeans,  tra- 
verfing  the  country,  at  the  diftance 
of  fome  hundreds  of  miles  from 

f  .  / 

Calcutta,  to  executeby  forcethede® 
crees  of  the  new  judicature,  found¬ 
ed  upon  lav/s  and  diftinftions  which 
they  were  utterly  incapable  of 
comprehending,  irt  the  palaces, 
and  on  the  perfon*,  of  the  Ze¬ 
mindars;  whom  they  viewed  at 
once  with  the  refpeft  due  to  their, 
natural  princes,  and  to  the  me¬ 
dium  of  European  authority. 
Force,  in  the  defence  of  all  that 
was  held  facred,  was  oppofed  to 
force.  A  kind  of  lieges  were 
formed  ;  reinforcements  were  lent 
['.wj  w 
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to  fappcrt  the  affailants;  the  ti¬ 
midity,  not  the  inclination  of  the 
people,  prevented  their  being  cut 
to  pieces  ;  places  were  carried  by 
iiorm  ;  the  brother  of  one  of  the 
rajahs,  with  others  of  his  friends 
or  family,  were  killed  in  the  de¬ 
fence  of  his  palace. 

The  apartments  of  the  women, 
which  are  held  facred  throughout 
all  the  Eaft,  and  (fill  more  fo  a- 
mong  the  Gentoos  of  rank,  were 
violently  broken  into,  and  their 
perfons,  which  are  fuppofed  to  re¬ 
ceive  feme  defilement  even  from 
the  cafual  view  of  a  ftranger,  were 
fubjeded  to  the  rude  handling 
and  rough  treatment  of  thofe  fort 
of  ruffians  who  are  generally  em- 
ployed  upon  fuch  occafions.  But 
this  was  not  the  world.  Their 
places  of  private  and  domeftic 
worfhip  were  violated  in  the  fame 
manner;  and  thofe  fymbols,  or 
external  objeds  of  their  adoration, 
which  had  been  fandified  by  the 
reverence  of  ages,  were  dragged 
from  their  places  by  prophane 
hands,  and  thrown  amongll  the 
heap  of  houfhold  furniture  and 
lumber,  which  were  collected  to 
anfwer  the  ends  of  the  execution. 

The  governor-general  and  coun¬ 
cil,  who  confidered  all  matters  of 
finance,  and  confequently  all  tran- 
fadions  with  the  Zemindars,  as 
cognizable  only  by  themfeives, 
and  hill  regulated  in  that  refort 
by  the  known  laws  and  cuftomary 
courfe  of  juftice  in  the  country, 
could  not  but  refent  this  invafion 
of  their  authority.  They  had  in¬ 
deed  much  ferious  caufe  of  appre- 
henfion,  from  the  effeds  which 
this  violence  on  the  rights,  paf- 
fions,  and  prejudices  of  the  people 
might  produce,  in  a  country  where 


fo  many  millions  of  natives  were 
governed  by  a  handful  of  flrangers. 

They  accordingly  employed  jtfie 
military  force  of  the  company  to 
reffrain  the  violence  of  the  civil 
power;  and  a  gang,  con  filling  of 
about  fourfcore  bailiffs  and  their 
affociares,  were  in  one  inllance  dif- 
armed,  and  fent  up  prifoners  to 
Calcutta.  Two  petitions  were 
now  prefented  to  parliament.  The 
one  from  the  governor  -  general 
and  council,  giving  a  long  llate- 
ment  of  the  tranfadions,  and  re¬ 
quelling  an  indemnification  from 
thofe  legal  penalties,  which,  lor 
the  preservation  of  government 
and  of  the  country,  they  had  been 
under  a  neceffity  of  incurring,  in 
refilling  the  decrees  of  the  fupreme 
court,  and  the  operation  of  an  ad 
of  parliament. 

The  fecond  petition  was  fub- 
fcribed  by  648  of  the  Britilh  fub- 
jeds  redding  in  the  provinces  of 
Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Oriffa,  con¬ 
taining  a  long  detail  of  the  griev¬ 
ances,  oppreffions,  and  violations 
of  their  rights  as  men  and  as  Bri¬ 
tons,  which  they  had  endured  un¬ 
der  the  authority  of  the  fupreme 
court  of  judicature  ;  particularly 
of  their  being  deprived  of  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  trials  by  juries  in  all  civil 
cafes  ;  of  the  efiablifhment  of  ex 
pod  fatdo  and  retrofpedive  laws ; 
of  fome  matters  relative  to  appeals, 
and  the  admiffion  of  evidence, 
which  feem  to  be  exceedingly  op- 
preffive  and  unjull ;  with  a  number 
of  other  affumptions  of  power, 
which,  as  Bated,  appear  of  an 
extraordinary  nature.  They  like- 
wife  confirm  the  accounts  given 
by  the  governor-general  and  coun¬ 
cil,  relative  to  the  Hate  of  confu- 
lion,  anarchy,  and  danger,  which 

through 
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through  thefe  means  prevailed  in 
the  country. 

^  ,  ,  General  Smith  en- 

Feb-12tb*  tered  into  an  ample 
difcuflion  of  the  petitions,  and  of 
the  Itatc  of  affairs  in  India,  in  do¬ 
ing  which  he  difplayed  the  fuliefl 
knowledge  of  the  fubjed  ;  all 
tending  to  fhew  the  greatnefs  of 
the  enormities  committed,  and 
the  neceffity  of  the  immediate  in¬ 
terference  of  parliament,  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  Britifh  interefls 
in  that  part  of  the  world.  He 
concluded  by  moving,  that  the 
petitions  might  be  referred  to  a 
feledl  committee,  confiding  of  fif¬ 
teen  members,  to  be  chofen  by 
ballot,  and  that  it  fhould  meet  in 
a  chamber  above  hairs. 

He  was  ably  feconded  by  Mr. 
Roufe,  and  fupported  by  fome  o- 
ther  gentlemen.  The  miniher 
made  no  objection  to  the  motion. 
He  faid,  the  petitions  well  deferved 


the  ferious  attention  of  the  houfe ; 
and  if  the  facia  were  founded,  and 
that  the  judicial  and  political 
powers  were  in  arms  againfl  each 
other  in  India,  they  fhould  take 
meafures  to  put  an  end  to  fo  dan¬ 
gerous  a  conteh  as  fpeedily  as  pof- 
fible.  He,  however,  fhevved  the 
delicate  nature  of  the  fubjeft,  and 
recommended  moderation  in  the 
courfe  of  the  enquiry  ;  but  decla¬ 
red,  that  it  was  neither  in  his  con¬ 
templation,  nor  in  that  of  the 
houfe,  when  he  brought  in  a  bill 
a  few  years  fince  for  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  India,  that  the  court  of 
judicature  fhould  become  the 
fource  of  mifery,  oppreflion,  or 
injuflice  ;  nor  was  it  at  all  intend¬ 
ed  that  it  fnould  have  extended  its 
powers  in  the  manner  now  repre¬ 
fen  ted. 

The  fele£l  committee,  of  fifteen 
gentlemen,  was  accordingly  bal¬ 
loted  in  a  few  days  after* 


CHAP.  X. 

Debates  on  Mr.  Burke's  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  civil  lift  ejlablijhments. 
Ffueftion  for  the  fecond  reading  over -ruled  upon  a  divifion,  and  the  bill 
put  of  for  fix  months.  Debates  on  the  fubjett  of  the  loan .  Mr.  Pox  s 
motion  for  “ omitting  the  lottery  claufe ,  rejetted  upon  a  divifion .  Farther 
debates  and  ftrittures  upon  the  loan.  Another  motion  agbinjl  the  lottery , 
•which  is  again  over-ruled  upon  a  divifion.  Mr.  Byng  s  motion  for  a  lift 
of  fubferibers  to  the  loan,  agreed  to  ;  other  motions  rejetted.  Motion  for 
the  commitment  of  Sir  P .  ft  Clerke’s  contrattors  bill ,  over-ruled  upon  a. 
divifion.  Mr.  Cr  cave's  bill  for  refraining  revenue  officers  from  voting 
on  elettions  of  members  of  parliament,  rejetted  upon  a  aivifion,.  Debate 
on  the  Duke  of  Bolton' s  motion  for  an  enquiry  into  the  condutt  of  the  navy  ; 
motion  voithdravon.  Loan  bill  oppofd  by  the  Marquis  of  Booking  barn • 
P  rot  eft  agalnft  it.  Report  from  the  felett  committee  on  India  affairs . 
Debates  on  the  minifter’s  motion  for  a  Jecret  committee  to  enquire  into  the 
caufes  of  the  voar  in  the  Carnatic.  Motion  for  an  amendment ,  that  the 
committee  might  be  open ,  rejetted  on  a  divifion .  Great  debates  on  Sir 

George  Saville's  motion ,  for  referring  the  petition  from  the  delegated 
counties  for  a  redrefs  of  grievances ,  to  a  committee  of  the  vjhole  houfe. 
fhe  motion  rejetted  upon  a  divifion.  Debate  on  Mr,  Burke's  motion  for 

3  pape.f. 
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papers,  tending  to  an  enquiry  into  the  feizure  and  confifcation  of  private 
property  in  the  if  and  of  St.  Eufatius.  Motion  reyeded  on  a  divifiion. 
Bill  for  nevo -modelling  the  fnpreme  court  of judicature  in  Bengal.  Vari¬ 
ous  propoftions ,  fnotions ,  and  debates ,  relative  to  the  affairs  of  the  Eafi~ 
India  company.  Debates  on  the  miniJJer’s  bill ,  for  fe curing- to  the  public 
a  certain  participation  in  the  profits  of  the  Eafi-lndia  company.  Great 
debates  on  Mr.  Fox’s  motion,  that  the  houfe  do  refolve  itfielf  into  a  com¬ 
mit  tee.  to  confder  of  the  American  --war.  Motion  repotted  on  a  divifion. 
Lord  Beauchamp’ s  bill,  for  affording  relief  in  certain  cafes  of  difificuity 
produced  by  the  marriage  ad.  Mr .  Fox’s  bill  for  amending  the  marriage 
ad.  Mr.  Fox’s  marriage  bill ,  lofi  in  the  houfe  of  lords*  Speech  from  the 
throne. 


THE  reje&ion  of  his  bill  of 

reform  in  the  preceding  fef- 

«  ,  fion,  did  not  prevent  Mr. 

beb.  ic.  T,  I  r  V  • 

3  .Burke  from  bringing  it 

forward  again  in  the  prefent.  He 
opened  his  proportion  by  Hating 
the  powerful  motives  which  called 
upon  him  to  refume  his  undertak¬ 
ing. — The  three  celebrated  re  fo¬ 
il  a  do  ns  of  the  late  parliament  on 
the  6th  of  April.,  1780 — The  ge¬ 
neral  temper,  expectation,  and 
wifh  of  the  people— And  the  dired 
applications  to  himfelf  by  fome  of 
the  counties.  He  fupported  the 
meafure  of  reform  with  his  wonted 
eloquence  and  ability.  The  firH 
argument  was  deduced  from  the 
Hate  of  public  affairs,  and  the 
dangerous  war  in  which  we  were 
involved  with  fo  many  mighty  ene¬ 
mies.  This  was  a  ground  of  poli¬ 
cy  immediately  affecting  the  Hate 
and  -govern m e n t ,  and  entirely  in¬ 
dependent  of  the  applications  or 
willies  of  the  people.  It  would 
operate  equally  if  no  fuch  applica¬ 
tions  had  been  made,  or  no  fuch 
defire  fubfified.  It  would  operate 
with  equal  force  in  any  conflitu- 
tion  of  government.  When  a  na¬ 
tion  is  involved  in  expences  of  fo 
vaH  a  magnitude  as  Hretch  to  the 
utmoH  limits  of  the  public  ability, 
OLQm  my  mufl  be  called  in  to  pre- 


ferve  the  due  proportion  between 
the  refources  and  the  demands. 
It  was  the  duty  of  miniHers  to 
have  originally  framed  and  carried 
into  execution  fuch  a  fcheme  of 
reform  ;  it  was  now  their  intereft 
to  fecure  themfelves  from  punifh- 
ment,  and  to  make  fome  amends 
for  their  former  negleCl,  by  adopt¬ 
ing  the  fyftem,  and  to  give  it  effi¬ 
cacy  by  rendering  it  a  meafure  «f 
the  Hate. 

He  difplayed  no  fmall  addrefs  in 
his  application  to  the  new  repre- 
fentative  body.  The  three  refo- 
lutions  of  the  laH  parliament, 
(which  had  been  juH  read)  he  ob¬ 
served,  were  to  be  confidered  as  a 
valuable  legacy  bequeathed  to  the 
public,  and  an  atonement  for  the 
fervility  which  had  Higmatized 
their  previous  conduct.  They 
formed  a  body  of  maxims,  autho¬ 
rizing  the  people  of  this  country 
to  expeCl  from  their  prefent  repre- 
fentatives  that  which  is  declared 
to  be  neceffary  by  their  predecef- 
fors.  They  were,  indeed,  unope¬ 
rative  in  their  prefent  form  ;  they 
wanted  fpecifie  conclufions  to  give 
the  eft'edi  and  benefit  which  they 
held  out.  The  late  parliament 
had  been  prematurely  difiblved. 
But  if  the  prefent  parliament  neg¬ 
lected  to  accomplish  what  the  o- 

ther 
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ther  appeared  to  have  defigned, 
all  the  confequences  of  refufing  fo 
falutary  a  meafure  would  be  im¬ 
puted  to  them,  and  thpfe  refolu- 
tions  would  Hand  upon  the  jour¬ 
nals,  as  public  monuments  of  ex¬ 
culpation  to  their  predecefTors,  and 
of  difgrace  to  them. 

He  entertained  a  confidence, 
he  faid,  of  meeting  men  in  the 
new  parliament,  who  would  con- 
fider  it  as  their  duty  to  go  hand  in 
hand  with  him,  in  carrying  into 
execution  the  wifhes  of  the  people  ; 
or  rather  thofe  commands  which 
had  been  delivered  in  thunder  and 
lightning,  and  of  which  they  ex¬ 
pedited  in  the  fucceeding  tranquil¬ 
lity  a  faithful  and  happy  execu¬ 
tion.  The  wifdom  and  power  of 
the  prefent  parliament  were  the 
foundations  on  which  the  public 
confidence  relied.  The  people 
would  not  for  a  moment  believe 
that  parliament  wanted  integrity 
to  adopt,  what  its  wifdom  fug- 
gelled,  and  its  power  could  exe¬ 
cute.  They  wonld  not  give  har¬ 
bour  to  fuch  a  fuggellion,  until 
they  could  reafon  from  experience. 
It  was  the  bufinefs  of  parliament 
to  juftify  the  nation.  And  nothing 
could  be  more  conducive  to  their 
own,  as  well  as  to  the  national  in- 
terell,  than  that  it  fhould  be  feen, 
that  a  free  and  generous  confi¬ 
dence  had  more  power  to  fecure 
the  fidelity  of  parliament  from 
the  beginning,  than  complaint, 
clamour,  and  violence  had  in  re¬ 
covering  it  after  it  was  corrupted. 

When  enemy  fucceeded  to  ene¬ 
my,  and  the  guilty  rafhnefs  of 
minillers  leagued  with  contending 
Hates  againll  us,  our  independ¬ 
ence,  it  had  been  faid,  was  to  be 
maintained  by  the  ft  ir  it  of  the  people. 
Abandoned  by  our  allies,  and  left 


by  Europe  to  our  fate;  in  every 
fituation,  in  every  emergency, 
and  in  every  danger,  we  were  to 
find  confolation  and  refource,  re¬ 
fuge  or  conquell,  in  the  fpirit  of 
the  people.  But  the  effiefl  of  fpi¬ 
rit,  and  the  fpirit  itfelf,  mull  de¬ 
pend  upon  flrength.  Strength, 
and  the  juices  which  feed  it,  the 
wealth  of  the  country,  ought  to 
be  carefully  nourished  and  huf- 
banded,  with  care,  with  tender- 
nefs,  and  with  folicitude,  not 
weakened  and  exhauilcd  by  diffi- 
pation  and  profufion.  The  me¬ 
thod,  he  faid,  by  which  the  fpirit 
can  be  kept  alive  in  the  breads  of 
men,  is  by  the  participation  of 
thofe  to  whom  they  look  up  for 
example.  Let  the  government 
participate  in  the  fulferings  of  the 
people  !  Let  the  king  fhew  his 
fubjefts  an  example  of  retrench¬ 
ment  and  ceconomy,  and  the  people 
chearfully  fubmit  to  every  difficul¬ 
ty  and  labour. 

He  fuppofed  the  commons  in 
the  imaginary  fituation  of  being 
the  mere  creatures  of  the  crown  ; 
of  their  being  conftituted,  fed  by, 
and  totally  dependent  on  the 
court ;  and  in  that  Hate,  he  avert¬ 
ed,  and  reafoned  to  demonllrate, 
that  it  would  be  their  duty,  and 
ought  to  be  their  inclination,  to. 
advife  the  fovereign  to  ceconomy 
and  retrenchment.  By  the  plan 
which  had  been  prepared,  they 
would  be  able  to  give  the  king 
that  which  kings  in  general  great¬ 
ly  deiireo — power  ;  for  ceconomy 
was  power ;  it  was  wealth  and  re¬ 
fource  ;  it  was  men  and  arms  ;  it 
was  all  that  ambition  could  either 
covet  or  exert  to  accomplilh  its 
ends.  Were  he  then  himfelf  the 
creature  of  a  defpotic  prince,  he 
fhould,  as  his  counfellor,  advife 
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Mm,  in  a  time  of  trial  and  diffi¬ 
culty,  to  take  from  his  civil  ex¬ 
pence,  that  he  might  add  to  his 
military  eftablifhment ;  to  take 
from  ffiew  that  he  might  add  to 
fubftance ;  to  make  his  people 
happy,  that  he  might  make  them 
vigorous;  to  make  his  war  a  war 
of  exertion,  that  his  peace  might 
be  honourable  and  fecure. 

After  placing  the  fubjeCl  in  eve¬ 
ry  advantageous  point  of  view, 
and  adapting  arguments  to  every 
iituation,  he  informed  the  houfe 
that  he  laid  before  them  the  fame 
plan,  which  had  engaged  fo  much 
of  the  time  and  attention  of  the 
3  a  ft  parliament  to  fo  little  purpofe. 
He  had  made  no  alterations  in  it; 
and  he  requefted  the  houfe,  and 
laid  it  before  them  in  a  hope  and 
confidence,  that  if  they  meant  to 
give  it  countenance  and  attention, 
they  would  do  fo  with  fairnefs  and 
candour,  and  not  with  inftdious 
refpeCt  in  its  outfet,  tempt  it  to  a 
death  of  flow  and  lingering  tor¬ 
ture.  He  called  upon  the  noble 
lord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  who  was 
to  be  the  arbiter  of  its  fate,  and 
begged  that,  if  he  meant  ulti¬ 
mately  to  give  it  a  death-ftroke, 
he  would  lave  himfelf  and  the 
houfe  much  fatigue,  and  the  na¬ 
tion  much  anxiety  and  disappoint¬ 
ment,  by  ftrangling  it  in  its  birth. 
Let  them  try  the  matter  on  that 
day,  if  it  was  to  be  tried.  He 
called  upon  him  to  do  this,  and  to 
be,  at  leaft  for  one  day,  a  decifive 
minifter. 

Mr.  Burke  then  moved,  "That 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  better  regulation  of  his 
majefty’s  civil  eftabliffiments,  and 
of  certain  public  offices  ;  for  the 
limitation  of  penfions,  and  the 
fuppreffion  of  fan  dry  ufelefs,  ex- 


pen five,  and  inconvenient  places ; 
and  for  applying  the  monies  faved 
thereby  to  the  public  fervice.” 

The  motion  was  feconded  by 
Mr.  Buncombe,  who  paid  high 
compliments  to  the  mover,  not 
only  on  account  of  the  bill,  but  of 
the  very  great  ability  with  which 
he  had  formerly  ftated  his  compre- 
heniive  plan  to  the  houfe,  and  the 
fi'rmnefs  and  perfeverance  with 
which  he  now  had  combated  every 
obftacle  to  the  principle  of  the 
rneafure. 

The  minifter,  in  anfwer  to  the 
call  made  upon  him,  faid  he  would 
very  candidly  declare,  that  his 
opinion  on  the  fubjeCl  had  not  at  all 
varied  from  that  which  he  had  en¬ 
tertained  on  it  in  the  preceding 
year,  and  that  though  he  did  not 
disapprove  of  the  plan  in  toto,  yet 
the  parts  which  appeared  to  him 
proper  to  be  adopted,  bore  fo 
fmall  a  proportion  to  the  whole 
of  that  very  comprehenlive  fcheme, 
that  he  fhould  be  obliged  to  op- 
pofe  it  in  fome  future  ftage  of  the 
bill ;  he  did  not  think  it  would  be 
decent  or  candid  for  him,  upon 
his  own  private  opinion,  to  fet  his 
face  again  ft  the  bill  in  its  firft 
ftage,  by  oppofing  its  introduc¬ 
tion  ;  efpecially  as  there  were 
many  new  members  in  the  houfe, 
who,  though  they  might  have  a 
general  knowledge  of  the  fujbjeft, 
could  not  be  fo  fully  informed 
upon  it  as  was  neceffary  to  their 
coming  to  an  abfolute  decifion ; 
he  would  therefore  refer ve  himfelf 
until  the  bill  was  printed,  and  the 
members  were  in  poffeffion  of  the 
neceffary  information,  when  he 
fhould  think  it  his  duty  to  ftate 
fuch  cbfervauons  and  objections 
as  might  occur  to  him,  to  the 
houfe* 


Under 
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Under  this  unfavourable  auf- 
pice,  the  bill  was  carried  through 
to  a  fecond  reading;  when  it  was 
again  doomed  to  experience  the 
weight  of  that  influence  which  it 
was  intended  to  reduce,  but  which 
for  the  prefent  it  was  unable  to 
furmount.  As  no  new  ground 
could  be  taken  upon  this  fubjedt, 
we  fhall  not  attempt  repeating  the 
arguments  which  were  ufed  in  the 
preceding  parliament,  and  which 
we  fully  dated  in  our  lai’t  volume. 
P  ,  ,  On  the  day  appointed  for 

e  '  2  *  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
bill,  it  brought  out  great  de¬ 
bate  ;  if  it  was  ftrongly  oppofed  on 
the  one  lide,  it  was  no  lefs  ably 
and  powerfully  fupported  on  the 
other  ;  and  the  divifion'  not  only 
furprized  many,  but  was  more 
clofe  than  the  minifter  him- 
felf  expe&ed.  Mr.  Burke  wound 
up  the  debate,  by  combating  all 
the  arguments  that  had  been 
brought  againlt  his  bill,  with  a 
degree  of  ingenuity  and  ability, 
which  furprized  even  thofe  who 
were  mod  acquainted  with  them. 
Mr.  William  Pitt,  fon  to  the  Earl 
of  Chatham,  and  the  young  Lord 
Maitland,  were  highly  dillinguilh- 
ed,  by  their  ability  and  eloquence 
in  fupportor  the  bill. 

The  motion  for  the  fecond  read¬ 
ing  was,  about  midnight,  over¬ 
ruled  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majo¬ 
rity  of  233  to  190.  By  a  fubfe- 
quent  refoiution,  the  bill  was  put 
off  for  fix  months. 

Of  all  the  ads  of  the  minifter, 
durino-  (o  lonp  a  government  of 

£5  D  O 

public  affairs,  fcarcelyany  brought 
upon  him  fo  much  fe verity  of  re- 
prehenfion  within  doors,  or  per¬ 
haps  fo  much  cenfure  without,  as 
the  loan  of  the  prefent  year. 
Twelve  millions  were  borrowed. 


upon  terms  fo  advantageous  to  the 
lenders,  that  the  price  of  the  new 
dock  rofe  at  market  from  nine  to 
eleven  per  cent,  above  par. 

Before  this  circumftance  was, 
however,  known,  the  loan  was,  on 
its  own  bottom,  lirongly  objefted 
to,  and  both  its  manner  and  prin¬ 
ciple  feverely  condemned,  by  Mr. 
Fox.  For  on  the  day  M  h 
of  the  minifter’s  open-  7 

ing  the  budget,  as  it  is  called, 
when  he  had  neceffarily  laid  before 
the  houfe  the  nature  and  circum- 
llances  of  the  loan,  that  gentle¬ 
man,  in  a  fpeech  of  great  length, 
and  in  which,  along  with  his  ufual 
ability,  he  difplayed  fuch  a  fund 
of  financial  knowledge,  as  feemed 
to  excite  furprize,  endeavoured  to 
edablifh,  by  incontrovertible  data, 
and  by  arguments  that  appeared 
no  lefs  irrefragable,  that  the  bar¬ 
gain  was  exceedingly  difadvan- 
tageous  to  the  public,  and  that  the 
money  might  have  been  obtained 
upon  much  better  terms. 

But  he  farther  contended,  that 
the  lofs  to  the  public,  however 
great,  and  however  ill  able  they 
were  to  bear  it,  was  comparatively 
but  a  fmall  part  of  the  evil.  For 
although  the  loan  was  liable  to  the 
iirongelt  objections,  both  asaquel- 
tion  of  finance  and  a  matter  of 
ceconomy,  it  was  fiill  much  worfe, 
and  even  highly  dangerous,  when 
considered  in  a  political  view.  He 
calculated  the  profits  on  the  loan, 
under  every  probable  contingency, 
at  fomething  near  a  million  ;  and 
that  great  fum,  he  faid,  was  entire¬ 
ly  at"the  difpofal  and  in  the  hands 
of  the  miniiler,  to  be  granted  as 
douceurs  to  the  members  of  that 
houfe,  whether  as  compenfations 
for  the  expences  of  their  elections; 
or  for  whatever  other  purpofe  of 
[*M]  4  corrupt 
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corrupt  influence  might  bell  fuit 
his  views.  Thus  the  attempt  made 
by  his  honourable  friend  to  correct 
and  redrain  undue  influence,  by 
controuling  the  civil  lift  expendi¬ 
ture,  would  have  been  of  little  a- 
vail  if  it  had  even  fucceeded,  when 
a  fum  equal  to  that  whole  revenue 
was  to  be  annually  thrown  by  a 
loan  into  the  hands  of  a  minifter, 
to  be  applied  to  the  word  and  mod 
dangerous  of  all  purpofes,  that  of 
procuring  and  preferving  a  con- 
fiant  majority  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  upon  every  quedion  ;  and 
thereby  affording  fupport  and 
efficacy  to  all  the  views  and  de¬ 
signs  of  a  bad  adminidration, 
however  pernicious  or  ruinous, 
and  without  a  poffibility  of  parlia¬ 
mentary  redrefs  to  the  public. 

He  particularly  objected  to  the 
propofed  lottery,  which  was  added 
to  the  douceurs  of  the  loan,  and 
afforded  a  benefit  of  one  per  cent, 
to  the  fubfcribers.  This  he  conii- 
dered  as  the  molt  pernicious  and 
dedrudtive  of  all  fpecies  of  gam¬ 
ing;  as  immediately  affecting  the 
morals,  habits,  and  circumdances 
of  the  lower  orders  of  the  people  ; 
and  which,  upon  every  principle 
of  policy,  fhould  be  carefully  a- 
voided.  He  truded  he  had  clearly 
convinced  the  houfe,  that  the  be¬ 
nefits  to  the  fubferibers  of  the  pre- 
i'ent  loan  were  diffidently  great 
without  the  lottery;  and  he  hoped 
they  would  render  the  greated  fer- 
yice  in  their  power  to  the  public, 
by  preventing  its  inevitable  ill 
confequences.  He  therefore  mov¬ 
ed,  as  an  amendment  to  the  rni- 
nifter*s  motion  for  agreeing  to  the 
terms  of  the  loan,  that  the  latter 
claufe,  refpedling  the  lottery, 
ihould  be  omitted. 

The  motion  of  amendment  on 


a  quedion  of  fupply  brought  cut 
a  good  deal  of  debate.  The  mi- 
nider  acknowledged,  that  the  bar¬ 
gain  he  had  made  for  the  public 
was  a  liberal  one;  but  he  juilified 
it  by  dating  the  neceffity  of  the 
cafe,  and  by  pofitively  afl’erting 
that  the  money  could  not  have 
been  obtained  upon  eafier  condi¬ 
tions.  With  refpeCt  to  the  ideas 
thrown  out,  that  the  loan  was  a 
fource  of  influence,  and  that  half 
of  it  was  taken  in  that  houfe,  they 
were,  he  faia,  extremely  drained. 
The  loan  was  a  public  loan,  very 
indiferiminately  taken ;  and,  as  a 
matter  of  conjecture  (for  it  could 
be  no  more  on  either  fide)  it  was 
not  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that  a 
large  part  of  it  would  be  taken  by 
members  of  that  houfe,  at  the 
time  the  terms  were  propofed. 
Nor  did  he  believe  that  it  would 
be  fo  found  in  faCL  He  fhould  be 
forry  to  fee  a  bankrupt  houfe  of 
commons;  but  that  would  be  the 
probable  effect,  if  its  members  em¬ 
barked  in  money  tr an  factions  to  fo 
vail  an  amount  as  twelve  millions. 
As  to  the  intered  which  any  mi- 
nider  could  befuppofed  to  procure 
by  fueh  a  loan  as  the  prefen t,  it 
was  a  very  poor  conipenfation  for 
the  great  fatigue  and  trouble  of 
mind  occasioned  by  fuch  a  burthen  ; 
he  had  full  conviction  that  no  bu- 
finefs  could  be  more  difagreeable. 

It  was  the  undoubted  province 
of  the  houfe  to  conflder  and  judge 
of  the  terms  of  the  loan  ;  and  it 
was  in  their  power  to  accede  to 
them  or  not.  But  he  requeded 
gentlemen  to  confider  the  ill  con¬ 
fequences  of  their  refufing  to  ac¬ 
cede  to  the  propofitions  agreed  on. 
The  attention  paid  by  monied 
men  to  the  treafury  would  be  lef- 
fened  ;  and  if  it  were  ufual  for  the 
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houfe  to  fettle  and  alter  the  terms, 
they  muft  go  farther,  and  conduit 
the  bufinefs,  and  make  the  bar¬ 
gain  themfelves.  That  argu¬ 
ment  certainly  would  not  go  to 
the  fupport  of  any  thing  material¬ 
ly  and  palpably  wrong.  In  that 
cafe  the  houfe  ought  to  interfere  ; 
but  unlefs  the  objections  were  very 
material,  which  he  truiled  they 
could  not  be,  he  left  gentlemen 
to  conlider  the  ill  confequences 
of  refuting  to  accede  to  the  pro- 
potitions  which  had  been  agreed 
on.  With  refpeit  to  the  lottery, 
he  faid  it  was  a  favourite  part  of 
every  douceur  with  all  money 
lenders ;  it  was  an  encourage¬ 
ment  and  advantage  to  them,  with- 
out  its  being  any  expence  to  go¬ 
vernment  ;  on  the  contrary, 
480,000b  was  paid  in,  and  re*- 
mained  without  intereft  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  year. 

Mr.  Fox’s  amendment  was  re¬ 
jected  upon  a  divition,  by  a  majo¬ 
rity  of  169  to  in;  and  the  mini- 
tier’s  original  motion,  with  ’the 
refolutions  appertaining  to  it, 
were  patied  without  farther  diffi¬ 
culty. 

This  butinefs,  however,  did  not 
end  here.  Mr.  Fox’s  difcuffion 
of  the  loan,  having  probably  ex¬ 
cited  or  increafed  a  fpirit  of  en¬ 
quiry,  much  information  had  in 
the  intermediate  time  been  ob' 
tained,  relative  to  the  circum- 
tiances  of  that  tranfaflion,  and  to 
the  price  of  the  new  tiock  at  mar¬ 
ket,  which  occafioned  an  unufual 
and  determined  oppotition  to  the 
report. 

Sir  Philip  fennings  Clerke  took 
up  the  butinefs,  and  arraigned  in 
the  bittereft  terms  the  bargain 
made  by  the  minitier;  which  he 
faid  was  fo  much  again  11  the  pub- 
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lie,  as  to  become  the  fubject  of 
converfation,  complaint  and  fur- 
prize  in  all  places.  He  fhould 
therefore  move  for  recommitting 
the  report,  in  order  that  the  houfe 
might  amend  the  terms,  and  pre¬ 
vent,  what  he  termed,  fo  fhame- 
ful  and  extravagant  a  protiitution 
of  the  public  money.  He  faid  the 
dilfribution  of  the  loan  had  like- 
wife  been  fcandaloufly  partial. 
That  inflead  of  being  ditiributed 
among  men  of  known  reputation 
and  charader,  who  had  always 
been  the  fupporters  of  government 
in  fuch  cafes,  it  had  been  given  to 
the  minitier’s  creatures  and  friends, 
as  a  reward  for  pati,  and  a  retain¬ 
er  for  future  fervices;  and  parti¬ 
cularly  he  allured  the  houfe  that 
he  had  been  well-informed,  that 
the  favoured  contractor,  whofe 
name  had  been  fo  long  familiar  to 
them,  had  no  lefs  than  the  prodi¬ 
gious  fum  of  3,300,000b  of  the 
loan,  alligned  to  his  fhare,  or  at 
leaft  difpofal. 

Fie  was  fupported  by  Sir  George 
Saville,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Fox, 
Mr.  Byng,  and  fome  other  gen¬ 
tlemen,  who  betides  reprobating 
the  loan  in  all  its  parts  and  cir- 
cumftances,  infilled  that  the  houfe 
was  not  in  any  manner  bound  to 
confirm  the  conditions. 

Nothing,  they  faid,  would  tend 
more  to  injure  public  credit,  than 
to  fnew  the  world,  that  it  was  not 
parliament  but  the  minitier  that 
reg-ulated  the  finances  of  this  coun- 
try.  It  was  the  idea  of  parlia¬ 
ment’s  examining  and  controuling 
the  public  finances,  that  had  rail¬ 
ed  the  national  credit  to  fuch  high 
eftimation.  It  was  that  which 
gave  the  itamp  and  publicity  to  all 
our  financial  operations,  and  gave 
fecurity  both  to  the  public  and 
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the  creditors.  That  while  the 
enemy  were  beginning  to  adopt  a 
mode  which  they  law  proved  fo 
highly  advantageous  to  us,  the 
minifters  of  Great  Britain  were 
endeavouring  to  turn  parliament 
into  a  court  of  regiflry,  which  was 
to  have  no  other  concern  with  tax¬ 
es  and  loans,  than  to  give  a  fort 
of  official  function  to  whatever  bar¬ 
gains  the  minifter  thought  proper 
to  make.  Such  a  conduct  would 
fink  the  credit  of  parliament,  and 
confequently  that  of  the  nation,  to 
nothing. 

On  the  other  fide.  Lord  North 
contended,  that  he  by  no  means 
confidered  his  reputation  as  a  mi- 
nifter  to  be  iiaked  in  the  prefen t 
tranfadlion.  He  had  made  the 
bell:  bargain  he  could  for  the  pub¬ 
lic ;  but  if  the  houfe  did  not  ap¬ 
prove  of  it,  it  would  not  be  bind¬ 
ing  either  on  him  or  on  them. 
Though  the  committee  had  agreed 
to  it,  if  the  houfe  did  not  choofe 
to  confirm  their  refolution,  he 
ihould  be  releafed  from  the  fub- 
fcribers,  as  the  public  would  fiom 
the  bargain.  Let  thofe,  who 
thought  themfelves  more  compe¬ 
tent  to  the  bufinefs  make  another. 
But  even  fuppofing  the  bargain  to 
be  a  bad,  and  he  allowed  it  not  to 
be  a  hard  one;  yet  he  could  not 
bring  himfelf  to  think,  that  any 
reduction  that  could  be  now  made 
from  the  profits  of  the  fubfcribe'rs, 
(even  fuppofing  them  to  be  as  high 
as  they  had  been  reprefen  ted), 
could  in  any  degree  balance  the 
mifchief  to  the  public  credit, 
which  fuch  a  meafure  null  occa¬ 
sion;  and  the  infuperable  difficul¬ 
ties  which  would  be  thrown  in  the 
way  of  ail  future  loans,  when  it 
was  found  that  the  min  liter  had 
not  authority  to  afford  perma¬ 


nence  to  a  bargain,  and  that  the 
lenders  were  liable  to  he  fiript  of 
the  benefits  arifing  from  any  fa¬ 
vourable  change  of  circumflances, 
the  chance  and  hope  of  which, 
had  been  among  the  principal  in¬ 
ducements  for  parting  with  their 
money*  But  parliament  certainly 
had  a  right  to  judge;  and  if  they 
Ihould  think  that  public  credit 
would  neither  fuller  nor  be  en¬ 
dangered  by  lopping  off  the  lot¬ 
tery,  then  undoubtedly,  as  ho¬ 
nour  did  not  Hand  in  their  way, 
they  would  and  ought  to  do  it. 

The  terms  of  the  loan,  he  faid, 
were  perhaps  too  great ;  but  it 
was  impoffibie  to  pronounce  with 
any  certainty  on  that  head,  from 
the  tranfadfions  which  had  taken 
place  at  change.  Every  bargain 
which  had  been  hitherto  made  re- 
fpedting  the  new  loan  was  illegal, 
as  thofe  who  made  them  could 
have  no  certainty  that  they  had 
any  fhare  whatever  in  it;  nor 
could  it  be  known  until  that  houfe 
had  confirmed  the  refolutions  of 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means; 
then,  and  not  before,  the  lift  of 
the  fubfcribers,  and  of  their  re- 
fpedtive  fhares,  would  be  made  out 
and  fent  to  the  bank.  Every  body 
knew  how  eafy  it  was  to  make 
bargains  in  Exchange  Alley;  and 
how  cufiomary  it  was  to  make 
them,  not  at  any  fair  or  market 
price,  but  at  an  extravagant  pre¬ 
mium  for  fome  Unifier  purpofes ; 
thefe  fort  of  bargains  might  be 
made  only  for  fome  fmall  fums, 
and  then  the  point  was  gained  of 
publishing  that  the  flocks  were 
fold  at  fuch  a  high  premium.  But 
it  was  not  from  fuch  transitions 
that  the  value  of  flock  could  be  af- 
certained;  nor  could  any  transac¬ 
tions  in  the  alley,  until  the  lilt  of 
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fubfcribers  was  made  out,  and  the 
whole  of  the  loan  was  brought  into 
market,  be  at  all  confidered  as  a 
ftandard  by  which  to  eftimate  the 
value  of  the  new  Hock. 

He  denied  that  Mr.  Atkinfon 
could  have  any  fuch  enormous 
lhare  as  had  been  afcribed  to  him 
in  the  new  loan.  He  had  not  in¬ 
ched  looked  into  the  lilt;  but  the 
thing  was  incredible  ;  and  he 
would  venture  to  undergo  anycen- 
fure  the  houfe  fhould  impofe  if  it 
was  found  to  be  a  fad.  Everyone 
knew,  that  it  was  cuftomary  for 
gentlemen  who  wilhed  to  fubfcribe, 
to  alk  for  more  than  they  expeded 
or  even  wilhed,  becaufe  they  knew 
the  minilter  feldom  allowed  them 
"  near  fo  much  as  they  alked,  and 
they  endeavoured  thereby  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  his  lopping  off :  on  this 
principle,  Mr.  Atkinfon  might 
probably  have  propofed  a  large 
fum ;  but  it  was  neither  to  be 
fuppofed  that  it  was  all  for  him- 
felf,  nor  that  he  was  taken  at  his 
offer;  undoubtedly  if  he  was  pre- 
fent  at  the  arrangement,  he  came 
in  for  his  lhare,  like  others,  both 
for  himfelf  and  his  friends ;  but 
the  whole  could  not  amount  to  any 
fuch  fum  as  had  been  Hated. 

The  motion  for  the  recommit¬ 
ment  of  the  report  being  at  length 
waved,  the  queftion  was,  (as  the 
day  before),  conlined  to  the  lot¬ 
tery;  whether  that  fhould  Hand  as 
part  of  the  refolutions.  It  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative,  upon  a 
divifion,  by  a  majority  of  133 
to  80. 

The  miniflcr  was,  however,  far 
from  yet  getting  rid  of  this  very 
difagreeable  and  vexatious  bufi- 
nefs:  indeed,  the  worit  of  it  was 
Hill  to  come.  Mr.  Byng,  who 


had  taken  extraordinary  pains  to 
develope  the  hiftory  of  the  loan, 
and  to  trace  out  all  its  relative 
circurnllances,  attacked  it  on  an¬ 
other  ground,  and  moved,  , 
That  a  lift  be  laid  before  12 
that  houfe  of  all  the  fubfcribers  to 
the  new  loan,  fpecifying  the  fums 
fubfcribed  by  each.  But  as  this 
motion  alone,  he  faid,  would  be 
infufficient  for  bringing  out  the 
information  neceffary  to  enable  the 
houfe  to  come  at  the  bottom  of 
this  affair,  he  intended  to  follow 
it  up  with  two  others,  viz.  To  lay 
a  correft  lift  before  them  of  all 
thofe  perfons  who  had  offered  to 
become  fubfcribers  to  the  new 
loan,  but  whole  offers  had  been 
rejected  ;  fpecifying  the  particular 
fums  they  had  offered  to  fubfcribe. 

- - And,  for  copies  of  all  letters, 

notes,  or  other  papers,  that  had 
been  fent  to  the  minifter,  his  fe- 
cretaries,  the  commiffioners  of  the 
treafury,  or  any  other  perfons, 
from  whofe  hands  they  were  tranf- 
mitted  to  him,  conveying  an  appli¬ 
cation  or  propofals  for  any  part  of 
the  loan. 

His  obje£l  in  thefe  motions,  he 
faid,  was  to  convift  the  minifter 
of  having  made  a  worfe  bargain 
for  the  public  than  he  might  have 

made- - Tolhew,  that  he  might 

have  borrowed  money  at  five  per 
cent. — That  he  was  offered  the 
immenfe  fum  of  38,000,000k  and 
consequently  was  under  no  necef- 
ftty  of  hurrying  on  a  bad  bargain 
» — That  thefe  offers  were  made 
by  wealthy  and  refponfible  men, 
who  were  fully  equal  to  the  fup- 
port  of  their  propofitions  ■ — That 
their  propofals  were  rejected  with, 
contempt;  and,  that  it  was  evi¬ 
dent,  that  the  new  loan  could  be 
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made  with  no  other  view  than  that 
of  corrupt  influence. 

He  obfei  ved  that  it  highly  be¬ 
hoved  the  houfe  to  vindicate  its 
character,  by  fifting  the  affair  to 
the  bottom,  which  could  alone 
remove  thofe  imputations  which 
now  prevailed.  If  he  failed  in 
his  proofs,  and  iri  bringing  home 
his  charges,  the  noble  lord  in  the 
blue  ribbon,  would  not  only  gain 
an  honourable  acquittal,  but  a 
complete  triumph.  His  chara&er 
would  be  new  blazoned  ;  and  the 
public  finding  that  he  had  been  fo 
flagrantly  wronged  in  the  prefent 
inftance,  would  begin  to  think  he 
had  been  equally  fo  in  many 
others.’ 

The  minifler,  choofing  to  be 
the  guardian  of  his  own  honour, 
and  of  the  means  of  his  exculpa¬ 
tion,  admitting  that  he  had  no  ob¬ 
jection  to  the  firft  motion,  treated 
the  fecond  as  ufelefs,  and  the  third 
as  unfair  and  improper.  For  how 
could  any  fuppreflions  in  the  lift 
of  fubfcribers  be  dete&ed,  by  the 
lift  of  thofe  whofe  offers  had  been 
reje&ed?  That  as  to  the  third  mo¬ 
tion,  to  endeavour  to  eflablifh  the 
crime  of  partiality  by  calling  for 
the  key  of  his  efcrutore,  in  order 
to  examine  his  private  letters  and 
papers,  was  propoflng  a  new  fpe- 
cies  of  inquifition,  and  fuch  as 
could  never  be  countenanced  in 
an  Englifh  Houfe  of  Commons. 

Tfi  at  neither  the  high  prices  of 
premium,  nor  the  number  of  mem¬ 
bers  of  parliament  or  their  connec¬ 
tions  who  appeared  on  the  lift, 
were  any  proofs  of  corruption  ; 
for  the  one  arofe  from  an  altera¬ 
tion  of  circumftances,  and  as  to 
the  other,  there  was  no  reafon 
why  the  nation  lhould  be  deprived 


of  the  aid  of  monied  men,  merely 
becaufe  they  happened  to  be  mem¬ 
bers  of  parliament.  That  there¬ 
fore,  the  charges  of  partiality  not 
being  capable  of  proof,  fhould, 
and  could  only  be  anfwered  by  fo- 
lemn  affurances,  that  no  improper 
management  liad  been  ufed  in  the 
diftribution,  and  that  the  terms 
were  the  belt  that  could  be  ob¬ 
tained.  And  thefe  he  gave  in  the 
ampleft  manner. 

Such  were  the  topics  employed 
on  each  fide.  The  firft  motion  be¬ 
ing  then  agreed  to,  the  fecond  was 
rejefted  upon  a  divifion;  and  the 
third  neg-atived  without. 

Sir  Philip  Jennings  Clerke  had 
not  yet  given  up  the  idea,  not- 
withftanding  the  repeated  failure 
of  his  deiign,  of  excluding  con- 
traftors  (except  under  certain  mo¬ 
difications)  from  fitting  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  He  accord¬ 
ingly  brought  in  a  bill  for  that 
purpofe,  which,  upon  M(tfch  alft. 
the  motion  for  its 
commitment,  brought  out  confi- 
derable  debate,  being  fupported 
and  oppofed  upon  the  fame 
grounds  which  we  have  heretofore 
more  than  once  ftated.  The  mo¬ 
tion  of  commitment  was  rejected, 
upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of 
120,  to  100;  and  the  bill  was, 
by  a  fubfequent  refolution,  laid 
by  for  fix  months. 

Mr.  Crewe’s  bill,  for  reftraining 
revenue  officers  from  voting  on. 
the  election  of  members  of  parlia¬ 
ment,'  met,  on  the  fame  day, 
with  a  fimilar  fate ;  the  motion  for 
its  fecond  reading  being  overruled 
on  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  133 
to  86. 

The  Duke  of  Bolton  having 
moved  for  a  number  of  papers  ear- 
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ly  in  the  feflion,  relative  to  the 
lofs  of  the  great  Eaft  and  Weft 
India  convoy  which  had  been  cap¬ 
tured  by  the  combined  fleets  in  the 
preceding  month  of  Auguft,  they 
had  accordingly  been  laid  before 
the  lords  ;  and  on  the  15th  of 
February  he  took  the  bufinefs  up 
by  a  motion,  That  that  houfe 
would,  on  the  Monday  fe’nnight, 
enquire  into  the  conduct  of  the 
navy,  and  the  caufe  of  the  lofs  of 
that  valuable  convoy,  of  ftore 
fhips,  victuallers,  and  merchant 
lhips. 

The  debate  on  this  motion 
brought  out  no  fmall  fhare,  of 
the  now  ufuai  and  frequent  feve- 
rity  of  cenfure  on  the  ill  condudt 
and  government  of  the  navy,  and 
the  ruinous  ignorance  and  incapa¬ 
city  of  that  board  which  preflded 
in  its  direction.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  conduct  of  the  admiralty 
was  defended  by  the  fir  ft  lord  in 
his  ufuai  manner,  and  the  motion 
oppofed  on  the  old  principle,  fo 
often  urged  and  reprobated,  of 
expofmg  the  ftate  and  condition 
of  the  navy  to  the  enemy.  It  was 
likewife  oppofed  by  other  court 
lords,  as  being  more  general,  and 
tending  to  carry  the  enquiry  far¬ 
ther,  than  was  to  be  inferred  from 
the  original  motion  for  the  papers. 
A  great  law  lord  combated  it  on 
his  own  peculiar  ground,  as  an 
unjuft  and  unpardonable  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  another  more  folemn  en¬ 
quiry,  a  legal  enquiry,  by  a  court 
martial,  into  the  conduct  of  the 
captain,  who  had  the  command  of 
the  fleet  at  the  time  it  was  cap¬ 
tured. 

Thefe  objefiions  were  combat¬ 
ed.  But  the  marquis  of  Pvocking- 
ham,  in  a  fpeech,  in  which  the 


conduct  of  the  houfe  underwent 
no  lefts  cenfure  than  that  of  the 
admiralty,  recommended  to  his 
friend,  the  noble  duke,  to  with¬ 
draw  the  motion,  merely  from  the 
hopeleflhefs  of  obtaining  any  re- 
drefs,  or  of  carrying  any  enquiry 
through,  however  neceflary,  or 
reafonably  and  juft'y  demanded 
by  the  public.  That  fide  of  the 
houfe,  he  faid,  had  continued  to 
predidt  confequences,  and  to  hold 
out  preventive  remedies,  until  the 
time  was  at  length  arrived,  when 
all  their  further  exertions  would 
not  only  be  ineffectual  in  the 
event,  but  vain  and  idle  in  the 
defign.  They  would  not  be  a- 
greecl  to  in  the  flrft  inftance  ;  and 
if  they  were,  he  expedted  but  lit¬ 
tle  benefit  now  from  them.  He 
feared  the  nation  was  ruined  be¬ 
yond  redemption  ;  and  under  tha£ 
opinion  Ihouid  give  himfelf  no 
farther  unprofitable  trouble. — Th@ 
Duke  of  Bolton  accordingly,  af¬ 
ter  a  recapitulation  of  meaiures 
which  he  afcribed  to  ignorance, 
incapacity,  and  abfurdity,  of  in- 
ftrudtions,  which,  he  faid,  exhi¬ 
bited  nothing  but  a  fucceffion  of 
blunders,  miftakes  and  contradic¬ 
tions,  and  which  councils  of  war 
had  been  in  vain  held  to  interpret, 
and,  in  fine,  fuch  a  mixture  of 
folly  and  confidence,  as  had  ne¬ 
ver  been  exhibited  in  any  naval 
adminiftration  in  this  country 
fince  the  foundation  of  the  mo¬ 
narchy,  at  length  withdrew  his 
motion  ;  hoping,  however,  that 
the  time  would  fhortly  arrive, 
when  not  a  partial,  but  a  full  en¬ 
quiry  would  be  made  into  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  navy. 

The  loan  bill,  after  bringing 
out  continual  execration  in  a  11  its 
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Ilages  through  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  was  carried  through  to  a 
third  reading*  with  extraordinary 
difpatch,  and  an  omiflion  of  fome 
of  the  cuftomary  forms  in  that  of 

n/r  i  /i  the  Lords.  In  that 
March  2 1  ft.  n 

itate,  it  was  encoun¬ 
tered  with  no  fm  all  acumen  by 
the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  ; 
who,  after  only  /lightly  touching 
upon  the  irregular  manner  in 
which  it  had  been  hurried  through, 
without  being  committed,  and 
every  neceflary  form  being  dif- 
penfed  with,  contrary,  he  laid,  to 
all  precedent,  and  rule  of  parlia¬ 
mentary  proceeding,  directed,  his 
obje&ions  immediately  againft  the 
fubftance  of  the  bill. 

He  ftated  feveral  eftimates  and 
calculations  to  fhevv,  that  the  fub- 
fcribers  received  a  premium  of 
about  ten  per  cent,  for  the  loan 
of  their  money  ;  fo  that  the  pub¬ 
lic  were  to  pay  1,200,000 1.  for 
borrowing  1 2,000,000  1.  and  that 
at  the  extravagant  and  ufurious 
intereft  of  five  and  a  half  per  cent. 
He  did  not  doubt,  he  laid,  but 
the  meafure  originated  in  ne- 
ceftity  ;  that  is,  in  minifterial  ne- 
ceflity  ;  for  notvvithftanding  the 
numerous  places,  penfions,  con¬ 
trails,  and  every  other  fpecies  of 
emolument  in  the  difpofal  of  the 
minifter;  notwithftanding  that  laft 
refource  of  a  weak  and  unpopu¬ 
lar  adminjftration,  the  lavilh  hand 
with  which  honours  were  confer¬ 
red,  upon  all  i'izes  and  descrip¬ 
tions  of  perfens,  fuch  were  the 
meafures  of  government,  that  the 
minifter  found  himfelf  compelled 
to  refort  to  this  fhameful  wafte  of 
public  money,  in  order  to  fix  and 
attach  the  wavering  and  hefitating 
minds  of  his  abettors.  Thus,  by 


the  redu&ion  in  the  value  of  flock, 
(which,  as  the  effeil  of  their  mea¬ 
fures,  was  to  be  attributed  to  the 
minifters)  and  by  the  imprudence 
of  the  prefent  bargain,  21  millions 
are  added  to  the  capital  of  the 
national  debt  for  the  loan  of 
twelve  ;  five  and  a  half  per  cent, 
perpetual  annuity  is  given  ;  and 
new  taxes  to  the  amount  of 
6 50,000  k  a  year,  are  to  be  levied 
upon  the  people. 

After  dwelling  for  fome  time 
on  the  topics  which  had  been  fo 
largely  treated  in  the  other  houfe, 
he  proceeded  to  /hew  the  terms 
upon  which  money  had  been 
raifed  during  the  late  war,  v'hen 
the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  prefided  at 
the  head  of  the  treafury.  The 
profits  on  the  omnium  of  the  loan 
of  2  millions  in  the  year  1758,  he 
ftated  from  authentic  documents, 
to  be  only  one  and  a  quarter  per 
cent,  in  1759,  upon  4  millions  one 
half  per  cent,  difcount;  in  1760, 
one  and  a  half  profit  upon  8  mil¬ 
lions  ;  and  in  the  following  year, 
only  three  quarters  per  cent,  al¬ 
though  12  millions  were  raifed. 

It  was  not,  he  faid,  until  1763, 
the  firft  year  of  Lord  Bute’s  ad- 
miniftration,  that  the  minifter 
ever  thought  of  extending  his  in¬ 
fluence,  by  plundering  the  nation 
in  the  midft  of  thofe  diftrefies 
which  are  the  inevitable  conco¬ 
mitants  of  a  ftate  of  war.  This 
abominable  fyftem  was  adopted  by 
an  adminiftration,  in  which  a  fe« 
cret  overruling  influence  was  in¬ 
troduced,  the  fatal  confequences 
of  which,  he  feared,  would  only 
terminate  with  the  overthrow  of 
our  conftitution,  if  not  the  total 
deftru&ion  of  the  nation  itfelf. 
That  fortunate  and  wife  admi- 

niftraticn. 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [*i9t 


niftration,  which  he  had  firft  men¬ 
tioned,  wanted  no  aid  or  fupport 
from  corrupt  or  fecret  influence  ; 
they  were  equally  fuperior  to  bri¬ 
bery  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  the 
crooked  machinations  of  fecret  in¬ 
trigues  on  the  other.  The  in¬ 
fluence  of  that  day  arofe  from  a 
very  different  fource;  from  a  well- 
founded  confidence  in  the  wifdom 
of  their  meafures  ;  from  a  well- 
earned  popularity  ;  from  their  Spi¬ 
rited  and  vigorous  plans,  molt 
happily  and  fuccefsfully  executed  ; 
from  an  able  and  faithful  difburfe- 
ment  of  the  public  money  com¬ 
mitted  to  their  care  and  manage¬ 
ment  ;  and,  on  the  whole,  refting 
upon  the  only  true  bafis,  on  which 
national  profperity  and  fuccefs  can 
ever  be  fafely  eliabliflied,  a  firm 
and  fixed  attachment  to  the  con- 
flitution,  and  a  determination  to 
prefer ve  every  fecurity  and  bleffing 
we  derive  from  it. 

He  concluded  with  contending, 
that  the  minifier  had  broken  his 
faith  with  parliament  and  the 
nation  ;  that  though  he  fihould 
not  put  a  negative  on  the  bill,  he 
deemed  himfelf  called  upon,  as 
an  aft  of  duty,  to  tellify  his  total 
difapprobation  of  a  loan,  which, 
in  a  time  of  fuch  public  calamity 
as  the  prefen t,  when  the  u  enroll: 
ceconomy  was,  more  particularly 
than  at  any  other,  become  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary,  wantonly  and 
corruptly  lavished  about  a  million 
fterling  ;  and  that,  in  his  appre- 
henfion,  merely  for  the  purpcfe 
of  influencing  or  bribing  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  people  in  par¬ 
liament,  to  give  their  countenance 
and  fupport  to  the  continuance  of 
a  moll  wicked,  impolitic,  and  ruin¬ 
ous  war. 

The  lords  in  adminiftration  did 


not  make  the  fmallefl:  reply  to  the 
marquis  ;  and  the  bill  being  read 
a  third  time  pa  fled. 

It,  however,  brought  out  a  pro- 
teft  ligned  by  eight  lords,  of  whom 
was  the  bilhop  of  St.  Afaph  ;  and 
which  includes  many  feverities,  but 
generally  upon  the  lame  ground 
that  had  been  gone  over  by  the 
marquis. 

We  have  fome  time  ago  feen 
that  a  feleft  committee  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  enquire  into  the  affairs 
of  India,  This  committee  had  al¬ 
ready  prefen  ted  a  long  report  rela¬ 
tive  to  affairs  and  tran  factions  in 
the  eaft,  and  was  if  ill  in  the  courfe 
of  its  enquiries,  when  an  account 
was  received  of  the  unfortunate 
war  in  the  Carnatic,  and  of  the 
dreadful  ravages  made  by  Hyder 
Ally.  This  in  tel li  -  .  .. 

gence  being  com  mu-  ^  Prl  3otll» 
nicated  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
by  the  minifier,  he  moved  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  of 
fecrecy,  to  enquire  into  the  caufes 
of  the  war  now  fublifting  in  the 
Carnatic  ;  and  of  the  prelent  con¬ 
dition  of  the  Britifh  pofleflions  in 
thole  parts ;  and  to  report  the 
fame,  with  their  obfervations 
thereon.  Although  the  acknow,. 
ledged,  on  all  fiaes,  bad  condufi 
of  affairs  in  India,  had  rendered 
enquiries  on  that  fubject  general¬ 
ly  grateful,  yet  the  proposal  of  a 
fecret  committee  was  greatly  dif- 
liked  and  much  objected  to  by  the 
oppofltion. 

They  laid,  if  the  enquiry  was 
ferioufly  gone  into,  and  fairly, 
openly,  and  impartially  conducted, 
without  being  converted  into  & 
job,  and  rendered  the  mere  engine 
of  party  and  mini  Aerial  views,  as 
had  been  the  cafe  of  former  en¬ 
quiries,  nothing  could  meet  their 
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approbation  more  fully,  as  nothing 
could  be  more  highly  ufeful  and 
neceffary.  But  if  thefe,  and  thefe 
only,  were  the  fair  and  laudable 
objedls  in  view,  why  carry  on  the 
bufinefs  in  the  dark  ?  Why  refer 
it  to  a  fecret  committee  ?  No  body 
was  now  to  learn,  that  notwith- 
ftanding  the  name  and  form  of  a 
ballot,  the  members  of  it  would 
be  virtually  appointed  by  the  mi- 
nifter.  The  nation  had  already 
facrificed  too  fatally,  both  in  the 
Eaft  and  in  the  Weft,  to  jobs,  to 
patronage,  to  partial  proceedings, 
and  to  interefted  views.  By  thefe 
the  empire  had  been  convulfed  in 
all  its  parts,  and  reduced  to  its 
prefent  fallen  ftate.  It  was  the 
glory  of  our  conftitution,  that  our 
courts  of  juftice  were  open  to  all 
the  world,  and  all  our  judicial 
proceedings  publicly  carried  on. 
It  was  this,  and  not  merely  our 
laws,  that  afforded  fo  high  a  re¬ 
putation  to  the  adminiftratioo  of 
juftice  in  this  country,  and  fo  de- 
cifive  a  fuperiority  over  that  of 
ethers.  Beftdes,  the  members  of 
a  feledl  but  open  committee, 
would  receive  great  aid,  in  exa¬ 
mining  fo  vaft  a  mafs  of  papers, 
and  enquiring  into  fuch  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  fafts,  from  the  occafional 
aftiftance  of  other  gentlemen, 
many  of  whom  would  be  led  to 
attend  Bom  their  great  knowledge 
in  the  affairs  of  that  country. 
Nor  was  it  by  any  means  to  be 
forgotten,  that  however  fairly  the 
bufinefs  was  conduced,  a  fecret 
committee  would  be  liable  to  much 
public  doubt  and  fufpicion.  It 
was  always  the  nature  of  fecrecy 
to  infpire  fufpicion. 

They  defired  the  minifter  to 
confider,  that  the  Eaft  was  now, 
alrnoft,  our  laffc  ftake;  that  it  was 


our  principal  remaining  fource  of 
wealth  and  power.  That  the 
evils  and  dangers  there  had  mul¬ 
tiplied  and  rifen  to  a  moft  alarm¬ 
ing  height.  That  the  lives  and 
fortunes  of  many  individuals,  and 
the  prefervation  of  that  great 
fource  of  wealth  and  power,  were 
all  flaked  on  the  propofed  enquiry. 
He  was  therefore  requefted,  if  he 
did  not  intend  it  merely  as  a 
mockery  of  juftice,  only  to  lay 
the  clamour  of  the  prefent  mo¬ 
ment,  that  he  would,  from  a  re¬ 
gard  to  public  opinion,  to  the 
moft  eftential  interefts  of  his  coun¬ 
try,  and  to  juftice  itfelf,  inftitute 
a  committee  of  feledlion  inftead  of 
fecrecy.  What  advantages  might 
not  then  be  expected  from  the  la¬ 
bours  of  a  committee,  which  was 
aided  by  all  the  ability,  informa¬ 
tion,  and  induftry  in  that  houfe  r 
They  befides  wiflied  that  he  would 
extend  the  objects  of  enquiry  much 
farther ;  fo  as  to  take  in  the  whole 
affairs,  and  the  government  of 
India,  as  well  as  thofe  matters 
which  related  only  to  the  Car¬ 
natic. 

The  minifter  declared,  that  the 
enquiry  was  meant  to  be  ferioufly 
entered  into,  and  that  he  had  not 
the  moft  diftant  intention  of  its 
being  in  any  degree  partial.  He 
confidered  the  fubjedl  as  extremely* 
weighty  and  important,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  be  enquired  into 
fairly,  ferioufly,  and  difpafnon- 
ately.  He  only  preferred  a  fecret 
committee,  from  the  much  greater 
difpatch  with  which  they  tranfadl- 
ed  bufinefs  than  any  other.  The 
objects  of  enquiry  were  likewife  of 
a  nature  which  required  fecrecy 
in  the  committee.  The  fame  mo¬ 
tive  of  difpatch,  which  was  now 
fo  neceffary,  rendered  him  averfe 

to 
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to  multiplying  the  objects  of  en¬ 
quiry  ;  as  that  muft  retard  its 
progrefs.  He  therefore  vvifned  to 
confine  it  to  the  Carnatic  only,  as 
the  immediate  fcene  of  danger,  and 
affording  caufe  for  the  prefent  ap- 
preheniion  and  clamour.  The  af¬ 
fairs  of  Bengal  were  undoubtedly 
of  the  greated  confideration  and 
importance  ;  but  they  were  not  lo 
immediately  urgent. 

The  gentlemen  on  the  other 

O 

fide,  it  was  faid,  had  totally  mif- 
taken  the  objeiil  of  the  enquiry  ; 
for  it  was  not  a  judicial  one.  it 
was  not  intended  that  the  com¬ 
mittee  fhould  decide  on  the  con¬ 
duit  of  any  man,  much  lefs  pro¬ 
ceed  to  puniihment:  their  bufinefs 
would  be  limply  to  report  facts, 
without  giving  any  opinion  upon 
them  :  and  if  thbfe  facts  fhould 
appear  to  the  houfe  as  grounds  of 
accufation  againft  any  individual, 
he  would  then  have  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  defending  himfelf,  and  the 
proceedings  againlt  him  muft  be 
public.  What  had  been  faid  about 
proceedings  in  the  dark  was  there¬ 
fore  unfounded.  The  proceedings 
of  the  committee  muft  all  come  out 
in  the  end,  if  the  houfe  fhould 
think  it  neceffary  to  call  for  their 
minutes  ;  a  circumftance  which  re¬ 
moved  all  the  objections  made  to 
a  fuppofed  fecrecy. 

Thefe  reafons  did  not  at  all 
fatisfy  the  oppofition.  The  com¬ 
mittee,  it  had  been  faid,  was  only 
to  report  fadts  ;  but  thefe  fadls 
were  caufes  ;  the  motion  faid  that 
the  caufes  of  the  war  in  the  Car¬ 
natic  were  to  be  enquired  into  ; 
it  would  not  be  found  eafy  to  date 
facts  of  that  kind  without  giving 
an  opinion  along  with  them.  But 
the  very  motion  itfelf  put  the 
matter  entirely  out  of  the  queiiion  ; 
Vol.  XXIV., 
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for  the  committee  were  not  only 
defired  to  enquire  into  the  caufes 
of  the  prefent  war,  but  they  were 
fpecially  directed  to  report  their 
obfervations  upon  it.  They  con¬ 
cluded,  that  it  appeared  evidently 
upon  the  whole  face  of  the  matter, 
that  the  enquiry,  like  all  others 
inftituted  of  late  years  by  mini- 
fters,  was  intended  only  to  deceive 
the  nation;  and  would  be  found,' 
in  the  event,  a  mere  mockery  of 
juftice,  with  the  additional  evil/ 
of  being  rendered  an  engine  for 
anfwering  the  moil  pernicious,  and 
unconflitutional  miniflerial  pur- 
pofes.  Such  would  ever  be  the 
nature  and  the  end  of  enquiries 
conducted  with  fecrecy.  The 
houfe  were  therefore  earnedly 
called  upon,  to  confider  the  vaffc 
importance  and  magnitude  of  the 
fubjedl  ;  that  we  were  in  the  very 
laft  crifis  of  our  fate,  and  that  the 
exiftence  of  our  commerce  and 
poffeffions  in  the  Bad,  mud  de « 
pend  upon  the  fpirit  and  policy 
of  the  meafures  which  were  now 
to  be  purfued  ;  and  that,  difdain- 
ing  all  party  views  and  miniderial 
purpofes,  they  would  appoint  an. 
open  feleft  committee,  as  the  only 
means  by  which  fubdantial  ju dice' 
could  be  obtained,  and  by  which 
the  affairs  of  this  country  in  India 
could,  in  aay  degree,  be  reftored 
to  their  former  date. 

Mr.  Fox  accordingly  moved,  as 
an  amendment  of  the  minider’s 
motion,  that  the  words  “  of  fecre- 
**  cy,?  fhould  be  omitted  ;  in  which, 
he  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Burke. 
The  quedion  being  put  upon  this 
amendment,  it  was  rejected  upon 
a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  134 
to  80.  The  original  motion  was 
then  carried. 

The  event  of  the  ballot  was  juff 
[*iV]  as 
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as  it  had  bedti  foretold  by  the  op- 
pofition.  Of  fifteen  members,  who 
cbmpofed  the  fecret  committee,  a 
majority  of  at  leaft  four  to  one, 
were  of  the  minifter’s  particular 
friends,  and  moil  of  them  in  high 
office.  This  occafioned  no  fmali 
diffatisfadtion  and  complaint  on 
the  other  fide  ;  and  fuch  remarks 
were  made  on  the  nature  of  the 
committee,  and  fuch  ill-boding 
prognodications  of  its  condud,  as 
brought  out  no  fmali  warmth  of 
reply  from  fome  of  the  new  mem¬ 
bers.  The  fecret  committee,  be- 
iides  being  endued  with  the  ufual 
powers  of  demanding  papers  and 
examining  witneffes,  were  autho¬ 
rized  to  fit  in  the  India  Houfe  s  to 
adjourn  from  time  to  time,  and 
from  place  to  place,  as  it  fuited 
their  convenience  ;  and  to  meet 
and  purfue  their  enquiries  during 
the  recefs  of  parliament. 

The  delegates  which  had  Been 
appointed  by  feveral  of  the  affo- 
ciated  counties,  in  order  to  give 
fupport  and  efficacy  to  the  fubje6t 
of  their  former  petitions  to  parlia¬ 
ment,  met  in  London  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  between  thirty  and  forty. 
They  had  themfelves,  as  ailing 
for  their  confiituents,  prepared  a 
petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
in  which  the  fubftahce  of  thole 
already  prefen  ted  being  compref- 
ied  within  a  narrower  compafs, 
the  matters  of  grievance  com¬ 
plained  of,  and  the  redrefs  pro- 
.po fed,  were  brought  forward  into 
one  clear  point  of  view.  But  as 
many  ^  perfdns,  othervvife  fully 
coinciding  with  their  opinions, 
were  exceedingly  jealous  of  the 
•  jneafure  of  appointing  delegates, 
and  fo  far  from  hearing  or  re¬ 
ceiving  any  thing  from  them, 
would  not  acknowledge  the  poli¬ 


tical  exigence  of  any  fuch  body, 
upon  that  account,  and  in  order 
to  obviate  the  difficulties  which 
would  have  been  thrown  in  the 
way  upon  the  fame  ground  by 
their  declared  oppofers,  they  fub- 
fcribed  the  petition  merely  as  in¬ 
dividual  freeholders,  without  any 
affumption  or  avowal  of  their  de¬ 
legated  powers  or  chara&er,  al¬ 
though  they  were  matters  know* 
to  every  one. 

The  petition  was  prefen  ted  by 
Mr.  Buncombe,  one  of  the  repre¬ 
fen  tatives  of  the  county  of  York, 
and  continued  upon  the  table  for 
fome  weeks,  until  the  recovery  of 
that  gentleman’s  colleague.  Sir 
George  Savile,  who  was 
ceed  with  the  bufinefs. 

Sir  George  introduced 
his  motion  for  referring  the  pe¬ 
tition  (after  the  firft  reading)  to  a 
committee,  with  a  fpeech  of  very 
confiderable  length,  in  which, 
with  his  ufual  accuracy  and  com- 
prehen  lion,-  he  Hated  the  caufes, 
progrefs,  and  hiftory  of  petitions 
without  doors,  with  the  reception 
they  met,  and  the  e  If  eel  which 
they  produced  within  ;  particularly 
reciting  the  refolutions  of  the  fall 
parliament  on  the  6th  of  April, 
which  afforded  fo  clear  a  fanddoo. 
to  the  complaints  of  the  people, 
and  by  which  that  houfe  was 
pledged  to  a  fpeedy  redrefs  of  their 
grievances. 

The  motion  of  commitment 
meeting-  with  a  iirong  and  deter¬ 
mined  oppohtion,  and  being  no 
lefs  vigeroufly  and  ably  fupported, 
all  the  arguments  pro  and  con , 
that  had  hitherto  been  ufed  upon 
the  fubjedt  of  petitions,  grievances 
and  redrefs,  with  all  thofe  that 
could  now  be  thought  of,  were 
repeated  or  brought  forward  ;  the 

whole 
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whole  being  blended  with  new 
matter,  relative  to  the  powers  af- 
fumed  by  the  delegates  ;  which, 
though  not  properly  within  the 
line  of  debate,  as  they  did  not 
appear  in  that  capacity  with  re- 
fpedl  to  the  petition,  was,  however, 
continually  prelfed  into  notice  by 
thofe  who  oppofed  the  motion. 
The  debates  were  long,  and  ex¬ 
ceedingly  intereiling;  feveral  con- 
ftitutional  points,  with  relpedt  to 
the  interference  of  the  people,  and 
the  powers  of  government,  were 
ably  and  fully  dilcufl'ed. 

The  motion  for  committing  the 
petition  was  overruled  upon  a  divi- 
fion,  by  a  majority  of  2 1 2  to  135. 

.  ,  Mr.  Burke’s  motion 

May  14^  .  por  an  enqUiry  into  the 

conduct  obferved  on  the  late  cap¬ 
ture  of  the  i flan d  of  St.  Eufta- 
tius,  particularly  with  refpedt  to 
the  feizure  and  conftfcation  of 
private  property,  as  well  as  to 
many  other  outrages  Hated  to  have 
been  committed  there,  brought 
out  a  long  and  moft  important 
debate,  fcarcely  lefs  intereiling  to 
mankind  in  general,  than  to  this 
nation  and  empire  in  particular. 
The  motion  went  to  an  addrefs  to 
his  majefty,  for  copies  of  all  pro¬ 
clamations,  memorials,  orders, 
and  inftruflions,  from,  to,  or  by 
the  commanders  by  fea  and  land, 
and  of  all  official  correfpondence 
from  or  to  any  of  his  majefty’s 
minifters,  relative  to  the  difpo- 
fition  of  the  property  belonging 
to  the  States  General  and  to  indi¬ 
viduals,  inhabiting  or  interelled, 
jn  the  places  or  territories  taken 
from  the  faid  States  General  in  the 
Weft  Indies. 

As  the  abfence  of  the  com¬ 
manders  who  were  l'o  deeply  con¬ 
cerned  ir;  the  fubje£t  of  the  en¬ 


quiry,  was  made  the  principal 
ground  for  oppoiing  the  motion 
by  adminiftration,  and  as  the  bu~ 
iinefs  was  again  brought  forward, 
with  additional  information  and 
evidence  by  the  fame  gentleman 
in  the  enfuing  fefiion,  to  which 
the  account  of  this  intereiling  difl 
cuffion  more  properly  appertains, 
it  is  the  lefs  neceffary  for  us  to 
enter  into  the  matter  of  the  pre- 
fent  debate.  It  is  perhaps  needlefs 
to  obferve,  that  the  knowledge  of 
antient  and  modern  hiftory,  and 
of  the  laws  of  nations,  difplayed 
by  the  mover,  was  not  inferior  to 
the  philanthropy  (as  well  as  true 
policy)  which  dictated,  or  to  the 
ability  with  which  he  fupported 
his  motion. 

The  motion  was  feconded  by 
Mr.  Stanley,  and  well  fupported 
by  Mr.  Fox,  vand  other  members 
of  the  oppofition,  who  feemed  to 
contend  with  the  mover,  in  repre- 
fenting  the  tranfaCbons  at  St.  Ee~ 
ftatius,  as  the  moft  impolitic,  the 
moft  disgraceful,  and  the  moft: 
dangerous,  of  any  that  were  ever 
recorded  in  the  hiftory  of  this 
country.  The  American  Secre¬ 
tary,  and  the  Lord  Advocate  of 
Scotland,  were,  in  point  of  ar¬ 
gument,  the  principal  oppofers  of 
the  motion. 

The  queftion  being  put,  the  mo¬ 
tion  was  rejected,  upon  a  divifion, 
by  a  majority  of  160  to  86. 

*  The  committee  for  examining 
the  petitions  from  Bengal,  having 
delivered  in  their  report,  a  bill, 
for  new  modelling  the  fupreme 
court  of  judicature  in  Bengal,  for 
indemnifying  the  governor  and 
council  for  their  refiftance  to  the 
decrees  of  the  faid  court,  and  for 
directing  in  future  the  operation 
of  that  jurifdidion,  was  brought 
[  *N  ]  2 
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,  in  by  General  Smith. 

2 ^  e  This  bill,  after  fome 
oppofition,  and  modification  in 
its  paflage,  was  at  length  carried 
through  both  houfes,  and  received 
the  royal  affent  by  the  end  of  the 
feffion . 

The  terms  upon  which  the  mi- 
nifter  had  fome  time  ago  propofed 
a  renewal  of  the  Eaft  India  Com¬ 
pany^  charter,  were  deemed  by 
the  company  fo  highly  injurious  to 
the  rights,  and  fp  exceedingly 
prejudicial  to  the  interefts  of  that 
body,  that  all  negociation  was 
broken  off,  and  the  bufmefs  lay 
entirely  dormant  during  the  two 
laft  years.  We  have  feen  In  the 
laft  ielfion,  that  the  minifter  car¬ 
ried  a  vote  through  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  for  giving  the  three 
years  notice  decreed  by  aft  of  par¬ 
liament  to  the  company,  previous 
to  the  diffolution  of  their  charter, 
that  the  capital  dock  or  debt  of 
four  million  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  which  was  owing  to  them 
by  the  public,  fhould  be  fully  dis¬ 
charged.,  according  to  the  power 
of  redemption,  by  the  5th  of 
April,  1783. 

It  was  now  undoubtedly  time 
to  bring  matters  to  fome  conclufion 
with  the  company;  and  in  order 
to  quicken  their  motions,  and  to 
fliew  them  the  folly  and  danger  of 
not  fubmitting  to  fuch  terms  as  he 
was  difpofed  to  grant,  the  minifter 
brought  the  bufmefs  in  fo  terrific 
a  form  into  parliament,  as  feemed 
calculated  to  make  any  conditions 
that  could  aim  oft  be  propofed  eli¬ 
gible.  Among  the  proportions 
which  he  held  out  for  the  con- 
federation  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  were  the  following— Whe¬ 
ther  it  would  be  proper  for  the 
crown  to  take  the  territorial  pof- 


feffions  and  revenues  entirely  into 
its  own  hands,  or  to  leave  them 
to  the  management  of  a  company  j? 
Whether  it  would  be  proper  to 
throw  the' trade  to  India  entirelv 
open,  or  to  grant  a  monopoly  of 
it  to  another  company  ?  Or,  if  it 
fhould  be  thought  fitting  to  grant 
a  new  charter  to  the  prefent  com¬ 
pany,  he  propofed  that  it  fhould 
be  only  for  a  fhort  term,  along 
with  fo  vad  a  participation  to  the 
public  in  their  profits  and  reve¬ 
nues,  that  it  was  fcarcely  poflfble, 
in  the  mod  favourable  and  fortu¬ 
nate  circumdances,  they  could  ever 
be  able  to  increafe  their  dividends 
above  their  prefent  dandard  of 
8  per  cent.-— He  farther  propofed, 
that  a  tribunal  fhould  be  eftablifh- 
ed  here  for  the  foie  pur  pole  of  con- 
trouling  and  judging  of  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  affairs  in  India,  and 
for  punifhing  fuch  fervants  of  the 
company  as  fhould  be  convidted 
of  having  abufed  their  power  ; 
that  all  difpatches  received  from 
India  by  the  directors  fhould  be 
communicated  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  all  difpatches  fhewn  to 
him  before  they  were  fent.  To 
crown  the  whole,  he  made  a  de¬ 
mand  of  fix  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  as  a  debt  due  to  the 
public  ;  which  he  founded  on  a  re- 
folution  of  the  commons  in  1773, 
eftablifhing  a  participation  in  the 
profits  of  the  company,  which  was 
(aid,  not  to  be  at  all  included, 
or  confirmed  by,  the  terms  of  the 
fubfequent  a£l  of  parliament,  paf- 
fed  in  that  year  upon  the  fame 
fubject. 

The  oppofition  reprobated  the 
miniller’s  propofitions,  in  an  unu- 
fual'ftile  of  feverity  and  execration. 
They  declared,  that  they  included 
and  intended  the  molt  feagrant  in- 

juftice. 
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juftice,  and  the  moft  barefaced 
public  robbery,  that  had  ever  been 
ventured  upon,  under  any  confti- 
tution  of  civil  government,  how- 
ever  arbitrary.  It  was  ftill  worfe 
in  a  commercial  ftate  than  in  any 
other;  at  once  overthrowing  every 
idea  of  fecurity  in  the  poffeftion  of 
all  property  whatever,  whether 
founded  on  the  laws  and  the  coevfe 
of  juftice,  or  on  confidence  in  the 
public  faith.  And,  they  infilled, 
that  neither  the  minifter,  that 
houfe,  nor  the  legiflature  at  large, 
who  were  all  parties  in  the  quel- 
tion,  could  at  all  be  competent, 
under  any  colour  of  juftice,  to  de¬ 
cide  on  the  rights  of  the  company, 
with  refpeft  to  its  territorial  pof- 
feflions  and  revenues.  The  houfe 
were  more  than  once  called  upon, 
to  recollect  the  danger  attending 
the  violation  of  charters.  Maf- 
fachufett’s  Bay  afforded  them  a 
notable  inftance,  the  confequences 
of  which  would  long  be  felt  by 
the  nation.  They  might  alfo 
learn  from  the  American  war, 
that  public  robbery  was  not  only 
difgraceful  but  ruinous  to  a  na¬ 
tion. 

The  fubjeft  neceftarily  brought 
out,  in  its  long  and  various  pro- 
grefs  through  the  fummer,  moft 
of  thofe  arguments  which  we  have 
heretofore  feen,  when  the  queftions 
arifing  upon  the  rights  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  the  claims  of  the  public, 
and  the  interference  of  govern¬ 
ment,  have,  upon  feveral  ccea- 
fions,  been  lb  fully  and  ably  dii- 
culfed. 

Nor  was  the  bufinefs  lefs  agi¬ 
tated  in  the  company  itfelf.  Ne- 
gociations  were  opened  between 
the  minifter  and  the  directors  ; 
and  various  propofals  made,  and 
conditions  offered,  without  com¬ 


ing  to  any  conclufion.  Courts  of 
proprietors  were  frequently  held  ; 
and  in  one  inftance,  they  over¬ 
ruled,  or  refufed  to  confirm  an 
agreement  which  had  been  en¬ 
tered  into  by  the  diredlors.  In 
general,  the  terms  held  out  by 
adminiftration  were  deemed  fo 
grievous  and  unjuft,  that  it  was 
more  than  once  offered  in  thofe 
courts,  that  it  would  be  better  at 
once  to  difpofe  of  all  their  pro¬ 
perty  at  home  and  abroad  in. 
the  bell  manner  they  could,  and 
putting  an  end  to  their  political 
exiftence,  ftake  their  title  to  it 
on  a  legal  decifion,  than  fubmit 
to  demands  fo  exorbitant  and 
ruinous. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  bad  news 
which  arrived  from  India,  and  the 
doubtful  and  dangerous  Hate  of 
the  company  abroad,  could  not 
but  affeft  the  face  of  affairs  at 
home,  and  operate  confiderably 
upon  the  meafuresand  tranfaftions 
on  both  fides.  The  view  of  ob¬ 
taining  a  large  fum  of  money,  for 
the  renewal  of  their  charter,  from 
the  company,  was,  in  the  prefent 
ftate  of  things,  totally  clofed. 
The  minifter  was  wearied  by  the 
tedioufmfs  of  the  bufinefs,  and, 
though  he  carried  every  queftion 
by  a  prodigious  majority,  he  was 
no  lefs  tired  out  by  the  vexatious 
debate  which  it  continually  pro¬ 
duced;  at  the  fame  time  that  he 
was  teazed  by  the  continual  calls 
and  complaints  of  oppofition,  for 
fuffering  ail  the  beift  part  of  the 
feffion  to  eiaple,  and  deferring  bu¬ 
finefs  of  the  fir  ft  importance,  and 
queftions  of  the  greateft  magni¬ 
tude,  until  moft  of  the  indepen¬ 
dent  members  had  retired  to  the 
country,  and  that  the  houfe  was  in 
q  manner  defertec|. 
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.  «  The  minifter  accord- 

jane  lit.  jng]y  brought  in  a  tem¬ 
porary  bill,  allowing  the  com¬ 
pany,  for  a  limited  term,  to  conti¬ 
nue  their  exclufive  trade  to  India  ; 
to  manage  the  territorial  acquifi- 
tions  and  poffeffions  in  Alia,  and 
to  receive  the  revenues  arifi'ng 
therefrom.  The  future  provisions 
of  this  bill,  though  they  tended 
to  eftablifti  a  very  great  participa¬ 
tion  to  the  public  in  the  revenues 
and  profits  of  the  company,  were 
not  much  controverted  ;  as  the 
Ihortnefs  of  its  duration  would  af¬ 
ford  an  opportunity  for  fettling 
thofe  matters  upon  a  better  footl¬ 
ing.  But  the  retrofpeftive  effect 
of  it,  in  compelling  the  company 
to  pay  the  demand  of  632,000!, 
made  by  the  minifter,  under  a 
claim  of  participation  in  its  pa  ft 
profits,  was  ftrenuoufly  combated 
by  the  oppofition,  who  represent¬ 
ed  it  as  a  meafure  of  the  utmoft 
violence  and  injufttce.  The  com¬ 
pany  likewise  petitioned,  and 
were  heard  by  counfei  again#  the 
bill.  Chance,  however,  had  near¬ 
ly  effected,  what  the  exertions  of 
the  oppofition  and  company  Were 
totally  1.  n equal  to.  Through  in¬ 
attention  and  bad  attendance,  the 
thirinefs  cf  the  house  probably  in¬ 
duced.  the  oppofition,  unexpected¬ 
ly  ter  bring  a  queftion  for  going 
into  a  committee  on  the  bill  to  a 
divifion  ;  which  was  only  carried 
by  a  majority  of  28  to  25 >  1°  mat 
the  bill  was  within  three  of  being 
loft,  ft  met  with  fome  faint  op¬ 
pofition  in  the  Houle  of  Lords, 
where  the  Duke  of  Chandos  de¬ 
clared,  that  he  could  not  confent 
to  a  bringing  a  bill  of  rapine  and 
plunder  in  aid  of  fupply.  We 
Jhould  obferve,  that  the  minifter’s 
claim  of  632,000  L  upon  the  com¬ 


pany,  had  been  reduced  in  its  paf- 
fage  through  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  to  4.02,000b  Ibis  bill  re¬ 
ceived  the  royal  afteryt,  along  with 
the  Bengal  judicature  bill,  at  the 

•O  •* 

clofe  of  the  feftion. 

The  reftriftions  of  the  marriage 
aft  of  the; year  1751,  had  not  only 
been  much  complained  of  by.  the 
younger  part  of  the  worla,  but 
had  drawn  the  cenfure  of  feme 
more  ferious,  and  even  well-in¬ 
formed  men,  who  luppofing  it  un¬ 
favourable  to  population ,  consider¬ 
ed  it  as  contrary  to  the  policy  oi 
all  ftates,  but  particularly  to  that 
of  a  commercial  nation  j  and  who 
condemned  it  likev/ife  as  being 
ariftocratic  in  its  principle, 

An  inconvenience,  arifing  not 
fo  much  from  any  end  propofed 
by  the  law,  as  from  tome  inci¬ 
dental  circum fiances  of  the  pewalr 
ties  which  were  to  enforce  obe¬ 
dience  to  it,  was  the  caufe  of  its 
being  at  this  time  brought  into 
difeufiion.  As  publicity  was  one 
of  the  objefts  aimed  at  in  this 
law,  it  enacted,  that  all  marriages 
celebrated  in  places,  where  banns 
had  not  been  ufually  published, 
and  marriages  celebrated,  before 
the  aft,  fhould  be  confidered  as 
void  ah  initio .  It  happened,  that 
a  great  number  of  new  chapels 
and  places  of  worftiip  had,  ac¬ 
cording  to  various  exigencies,  been 
erefteci  fince  the  palling  of  that 
law  ;  and  while  the  more  oftenft- 
ble,  and  originally  operative  parts 
of  the  law  were  well  remembered, 
nobody  thought  of  examining  an 
old  aft  of  parliament,  on  any  idea 
that  its  penalties  extended  to  fu¬ 
ture  and  neceffary  contingency. 
Thefe  newly  erefted  chapels, 
being  ufed  for  all  other  religious 
purposes,  marriages  were  folem- 
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nized  in  them,  without  any  idea 
of  contravening  the  letter  or  Spi¬ 
rit  of  the  law.  All  thefe  were, 
however,  fhaken.  1  he  litigious 
induftry  of  a  country  attorney, 
and  dilpofition  of  the  officers  of  a 
pariih,  at  length  brought  to  light 
the  full  effeft  of  this  claufe.  It 
was  evidently  ridiculous,  that  the 
validity  of  a  marriage  Ihould  de¬ 
pend  upon  the  Ikill  of  the  parties 
in  the  antiquities  of  the  place  of 
celebration.  And  as  the  point 
might  become  every  day  more  ob- 
fcure,  and  more  a  fubjeft  of  dil- 
cuffion,  the  evils,  already  feverely 
felt,  threatened  the  moft  alarming 
and  general  confequences,  in  the 
mold  delicate  and  valuable  of  all 
political  coniiderations.  Such  is 
the  tell  of  legiflation  !  The  de¬ 
pendencies  of  civil  affairs  are  fo 
nice  and  various,  that  the  contin¬ 
gent  effects  are  often  of  greater 
moment  than  the  immediate  ones. 
A  lingle  inaccuracy  in  one  law, 
may  (hake  the  frame  of  the  whole 
community.  The  prefent  inftance, 
is  one  among  many,  to  imprefs 
men  in  fucn  matters  with  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  deliberation  and  fore¬ 
fight. 

The  fir  ft  legal  decifion  upon 
this  new  queftion  of  law,  arofe 
upon  the  calamitous  cafe  of  a 
pauper,  with  a  family  of  eleven 
children,  w'ho  being  denied  a  fet- 
tlement  by  the  parifh,  notwith- 
Handing  an  order  of  the  juftices  in 
his  favour,  the  matter  came  into 
the  court  of  King’s  Bench  ;  where 
the  judges,  though  exceedingly 
contrary  to  their  inclinations  and 
feelings,  thought  themfelves  un¬ 
der  a  neceffity  of  adhering  to  the 
letter  of  the  aft. 

This  induced  Lord  Beauchamp 
to  introduce  the  bufmefs  in  the 
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Houfe  of  Commons,  and  to  bring 
in  the  heads  of  a  bill  for  affording 
relief  to  the  many  thoufands  who 
were  innocently  involved  in  fo 
grievous  and  calamitous  a  fitua- 
tion.  Such  was  the  concurring 
zeal  of  all  parties,  to  prevent  thofe 
irremediable  mifchiefs  which  were 
likely  to  arife  from  a  knowledge 
of  the  late  decifion,  that  though 
the  fubjeft  was  only  introduced 
on  the  28th  of  May,  the  bill  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  paffed, 
on  the  7th  of  June. 

The  marriage  aft  had  in  its 
origin  been  oppofed  with  great 
zeal  by  the  late  Lord  Holland ; 
and  Mr.  Fox  confidering  the  oppo- 
lition  to  it  as  devolved  by  defcent 
upon  himfelf,  wifhed  to  extend  the 
provifions  of  Lord  Beauchamp’s 
bill  much  farther,  than  merely  the 
relief  intended  with  regard  to  the 
fingle  objeft  in  view. 

This  was  likewife  the  wifh  of 
many  others,  who  difapproved,  ei¬ 
ther  in  the  whole  or  in  part,  of 
the  marriage  aft.  But  it  not  be¬ 
ing  deemed  prudent  to  run  the 
rifque  of  delaying  the  operation 
or  preventing  the  efteft  of  the 
new  bill,  by  clogging  it  with, 
any  matter  which  might  produce 
an  oppofition,  Mr.  Fox,  as  foon 
as  it  was  paffed,  entered,  with  his 
ufual  ability,  into  a  full  ftate- 
ment  of  the  marriage  aft,  in 
which  he  reprobated  in  the  fever- 
eft  terms  its  principle  and  defign, 
painted,  in  the  ftrongeft  colours, 
the  extreme  impolicy  and  perni¬ 
cious  confequences  of  its  reftric- 
tions,  and  reprefented  the  whole, 
as  being  equally  tyrannical  and 
abfurd.  He  obferved,  that  by 
the  newly  difcovered  blot  in  that 
law,  now  confirmed  by  a  legal  de- 
cifton*  moft  of  the  clergy  in  the 

kingdom 
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kingdom  had  been  ignorantly  guil¬ 
ty  of  felony  by  the  celebration 
of  marriages  in  the  new  chapels  ; 
fo  that  (as  he  laughably  conti¬ 
nued)  we  might  expeft  to  fee  moft 
of  our  prelates,,  either  tranfport- 
ed  to  America,  or  fent  in  their 
lawn  fleeves  to  work  on  board  the 
ballaft  lighters.  He  concluded 
by  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  for  amending  the  marriage 
act  ;  the  amendment  going  to  the 
repeal  of  every  part  of  that  law, 
excepting  what  related  to  the  re- 
giftering  of  marriages. 

The  other  fide  of  the  queftion 
was  taken  up  by  Mr.  Burke,  and 
fupported  with  great  ability.  He 
let  the  matter  upon  the  con  fi dera¬ 
tions  due  to  parents  and  relations, 
as  Mr.  Fox  had  confined  it  to  thofe 
of  the  parties  themfelves.  He 
urged  and  enforced  all  the  topics 
which  naturally  prefen  t  them¬ 
felves  in  oppofition  to  elandeftine 
marriages,  contrafted  between 
perfons  unequal  in  rank,  fortune, 
and  every  circumftance,  at  an 
age,  in  which  the  law  does  not 
allow  difcretion  to  perform  any 
other  aft  whatfoever.  Fie  con¬ 
tended,  that  the  marriage  aft  had 
pretty  juftly  hit  the  medium,  be¬ 
tween  dole  and  mifchievous  re- 
Hraint,  and  the  former  laxity, 
which  had  been  the  caufe  of  fuch 
©Borders  and  fo  many  j old  com¬ 
plaints.  He  laid,  that  the  pe¬ 
riod  of  free  agency  in  this  impor¬ 
tant  matter,  being  reduced  to  that 
©f  legal  difcretion  in  other  refpefts, 
there  were  no  complaints  on  either 
fide.  If  in  the  purfuit  of  im¬ 
provement  any  incidental  incon¬ 
veniences  had  arifen,  we  ought  not 
for  the  cure  of  it  to  refort  to  the 
original  evil. 

Lord  Beauchamp’s  bill  palled 
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the  Houfo  of  Lords  and  received 
the  royal  affent ;  but  Mr.  Fox’s 
bill  was  Iefs  fortunate,  being  loft 
on  the  fecond  reading,  without 
a  divifion  ;  the  latenefs  of  the 
feafon  bad,  however,  been  held 
out  as  a  reafon,  for  its  not  then 
being  proper  to  enter  into  the 
conftderation  of  a  queftion  of  fuch 
importance. 

The  hope  of  conciliation  in  fome 
manner  or  form  with  America, 
and  consequently  of  withdrawing 
her  from  her  new  connections, 
was  not  yet  entirely  extinft  with 
the  oppofition  ;  and  under  this  im- 
preffion.  Colonel  Flartley,  on  the 
laft  day  of  May  but  one,  had 
moved  for  the  bringing  in  a  bill, 
to  veil  the  crown  with  fufficient 
powers  to  treat,  confult,  and  fi¬ 
nally  to  agree,  upon  the  means  of 
reftori  ng  peace  with  the  provinces 
of  North  America.  The  minifters 
feemed  difpofed  to  have  met  the 
queftion  only,  with  a  fiient  nega¬ 
tive  ;  but  being  rather  forced  into 
a  debate  by  Sir  George  Savile, 
it  afforded  an  opportunity  to  Mr. 
Fox  and  Mr.  Burke,  to  throw  out 
fo  much  keen  cenfure  and  invec¬ 
tive  upon  the  whole  fubjeft  of  the 
American  bufinefs  horn  the  be¬ 
ginning,  that  a  gentleman  on  the 
court  fide  declared,  the  motion  was 
at  lead  entitled  to  one  praife,  that 
of  having  produced  two  of  the  moft 
elegant  and  powerful  philippics 
hgainft  adminiftration,  which  had 
ever  been  delivered  in  that  houfe. 
The  motion  was  rejected  on  a  di- 
fion,  by  a  majority  of  106  to  72. 

An  account  of  the  battle  of 
Guildford,  in  North  Carolina, 
having  foon  after  appeared  in  the 
Gazette,  together  with  thofe  fub- 
fequent  events,  by  which  it  ap¬ 
peared  that  the  viftcrious  army 

had 
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had  notwithdanding  fuffercd  the 
confequences  of  defeat,  in  being 
obliged  ''to  abandon  the  country, 
with  all  the  objects  of  their  enter¬ 
ing  it,  and  to  retire  to  the  fea  fide, 
Mr.  Fcx  thought  this  intelligence, 
fo  authenticated,  afforded  a  pro¬ 
per  foundation  for  bringing  the 
bufinefs  a^ain  forward. 

He  accordingly,  on  the  12th  of 
June,  making  the  Gazette  the 
ground  of  his  proceeding,  moved, 
that  the  houfe  fhould  reiolve  itfeif 
into  a  committee,  to  confider  of 
the  American  war  ;  at  the  fame 
time  giving  notice,  that  he  intend¬ 
ed  to  move  a  refolution  in  the  com¬ 
mittee, — Cf  That  his  majedv’s  mi- 
“  niders  ought  immediately  to 
“  take  every  poffible  meafure  for 
ic  concluding  peace  with  our  A- 
*{  merican  colonies.” 

As  this  motion  occafioned  an 
exertion  of  all  the  ability  on  ei¬ 
ther  fide  of  the  houfe,  it  neceffari- 
ly  brought  out  all  the  arguments 
that  had  yet,  or  that  could  now 
be  offered,  on  the  quelfions,  of 
the  propriety  of  continuing  the 
American  war,  the  grounds  for 
hoping  or  defpairing  of  fuccefs, 
the  prudence  or  policy  of  feeking 
a  peace  with  America,  the  proba¬ 
bilities  of  obtaining  it,  or  of  de¬ 
taching  them  from  their  allies,  if 
fought,  the  confequences  of  grant¬ 
ing  independence  to  the  colonies, 
which  mult  be  laid  down  as  the 
fir  ft  preliminary  towards  obtain¬ 
ing  fuch  a  peace,  and  whether  the 
crown  was  not  already  endued  with 
iufficier.t  powers  for  concluding  a 
peace  with  America,  if  ever  the 
neceffity  of  fuch  a  meafure  fhoujd 
be  eltablifhed  ?  Both  the  compe¬ 
tency  of  parliament  to  any  inter¬ 
ference  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  exe¬ 
cutive  power,  and  the  propriety. 
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if  competent,  of  fuch  interference, 
were  like  wife  brought  into  quef- 
tion,  and  fully  difeuded.  Thefe, 
with  other  matters  arifing  from 
the  fubjett,  were  debated  with 
great  ability  till  towards  midnight, 
when  the  motion  was  reje&ed  up¬ 
on  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  172 
to  99. 

The  ufual  vote  of  credit  for  a 
million  being  obtained,  an  end 
was  at  length  put  to  this  long, 
and  exceedingly  tirefome  fedion 
of  parliament.  In  f 

the  fpeech  from  the  J 

throne,  they  were  comforted  for 
the  un ufual  length  of  attendance, 
by  the  fatisfattory  reflection,  that 
their  time  had  been  employed  in  a 
faithful  difeharge  of  their  duty  to 
their  country,  in  the  prefent  ar¬ 
duous  and  critical  date  of  public 
affairs.  An  entire  approbation  of 
their  conduct,  and  a  perfect  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  loyalty  and  good  af¬ 
fections  of  this  parliament,  was  de¬ 
clared.  The  zeal  and  ardour 
which  they  had  fliewn  for  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  the  crown  ;  their  firm  and 
deady  fupport  of  a  good  caufe  ;  and 
the  great  efforts  they  had  made  to 
enable  his  majedy  to  furmount  all 
the  difficulties  of  this  extenfiva 
and  complicated  war,  mud,  it  was 
laid,  convince  the  world,  that  the 
antient  fpirit  of  the  Britifh  nation, 
is  not  abated  or  diminifned.  That, 
in  the  midd  of  thefe  difficulties, 
they  had  formed  regulations  for 
the  better  management  and  im¬ 
provement  of  the  revenue  ;  they 
had  given  additional  drength  and 
dability  to  public  credit  ;  and 
their  deliberations  on  the  affairs 
of  the  Had  India  company  had 
terminated  in  fuch  meafure*,  as 
would,  it  was  truded,  produce 
great  and  effential  advantages  to 

thefe 
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thefe  kingdoms.  The  fubjeCt  of 
India  affairs  was  again  and  again 
recurred  to ;  the  benefits  to  be  de¬ 
rived  from  the  territorial  pofief- 
fions,  and  the  attention  to  be 
paid  to  the  retraining  of  abufes, 
particularly  noticed  ;  and  it  was 
concluded,  that  the  bufinefs  would 
be  refumed  and  completed  at  their 
next  meeting.  The  ufual  decla¬ 
rations,  of  wifhing  the  refloration 
of  the  public  tranquillity,  and  of 
endeavouring  to  bring  back  the 
deluded  fubje&s  in  America  to  the 
happinefs  and  liberty  they  for¬ 


merly  enjoyed,  were  now  made. 
But,  though  peace  was  the  earneft 
wifii  of  his  majefty’s  heart,  he  de¬ 
clared,  that  he  had  too  firm  a  re¬ 
liance  on  the  fpirit  and  refources 
of  the  nation,  the  powerful  aflift- 
ance  of  his  parliament,  and  the 
protection  of  a  juft  and  all-power¬ 
ful  providence,  to  accept  it  upon 
any  other  terms  or  conditions,  than 
fuch  as  might  confift  with  the  ho¬ 
nour  and  dignity  of  his  crown,  and 
the  permanent  interell  and  fecurity 
of  his  people. 
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December  30,  1780, 

THE  Bifhop  of  Ofnaburgh 
left  Buckingham  Houfe,  ac¬ 
companied  by  Colonel  Grenville, 
on  his  way  to  the  Continent.  No¬ 
thing  could  be  more  affetfting  than 
the  parting  between  the  prince  and 
the  reft  of  the  royal  family.  Their 
majefties  both  wept  feverely  :  and 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  in  particular, 
was  fo  much  affetted  with  the  mil- 
fortune  of  being  deprived,  for  fo 
long  a  period,  of  the  foie  compa¬ 
nion  of  his  youth,  that  he  ftood 
in  a  ftate  of  entire  infenfibility, 
totally  unable  to  lpeak,  or  to  ex- 
prefs  the  concern  he  felt  fo 
ftrongly. 

Jan.  1,1781.  His  Royal  High- 
nefs  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  de¬ 
clared  of  age,  and  appeared  at 
court- in  his  new  character. 

India  Houfe.  By  a  report  of  the 
committee  of  proprietors,  appoint¬ 
ed  to  examine  the  Eaft-Iridia  com¬ 
pany’s  accounts,  the  balance  in 
favour  of  the  company,  on  Wed- 
nefday  the  20th  ult.  appeared  to 
be  13,458,877  k  including  the 
value  of  the  Eaft-India  Houle  and 
warehoufes,  as  eftimated  by  the 
company’s  furveyor  m  January 
laft. 

Home,  Jan.  3.  In  a  confiftory 
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held  the  14th  inft.  the  three  new 
cardinals,  Mancinforte,  Anta- 
mori,  and  Altieri,  received  the 
hat  from  the  hands  of  the  Sove¬ 
reign  Pontiff.  Cardinal  Pamphili 
died  the  4th  inftant  at  Verona. 
Cardinal  de  Siinone  died  the  16th, 
at  his  feat  at  Terni ;  and  the  fame 
day  died  at  Rome,  Cardinal  de 
Eoxadors,  formerly  General  of  the 
order  of  St.  Dominic.  There  are 
at  prefent  eight  hats  vacant,  be- 
fides  three  that  the  Pope  had  re¬ 
fer  ved  in  petto ,  two  in  the  con¬ 
fiftory  of  June  23,  1777,  and  one 
in  that  of  July  18,  1779. 

A  lire  broke  out  at  the  Temple- 
hall  ale -houfe,  in  Shire -lane. 
Temple- bar,  which  confumed  the 
fame,  with  the  two  Koufes  on  each 
Tide  adjoining,  befides  damaging 
two  or  three  others.  Two  men,  a 
woman,  and  a  child,  periflied  in 
the  flames. 

A  gentleman  was  taken 
into  cuftody  for  treaforiable  5 
practices,  named  Henry  Francis 
de  la  Motte,  which  he  bore  with 
the  title  of  baron  annexed  to  it. 
He  has  refided  in  Bond-llreet,  at 
a  Mr.  Otley’s,  a  woollen- draper, 
for  fome  time. 

When  he  was  going  up  ftairs  at 
the  fecretary  of  ftate’s- office  iri 
Cleveland-row,  he  dropped  feve- 
ral  papers  on  the  ftair-cafe,  which 
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were  ini  mediately  difcovered  by  the 
meffengers,  and  carried  in  with 
him  to  Lord  Hillfborough.  After 
his  examination  he  was  committed  a 
clofe  prifoner  for  high  treafon  to  the 
Tower. 

The  papers  taken  from  him  are 
reported  to  be  of  the  highed  im¬ 
portance.  Among  them  are  par¬ 
ticular  lifts  of  every  {hip  of  force 
in  any  of  our  yards  and  docks,  the 
complement  of  men  they  have  on 
board  at  the  time  of  their  failing, 
with  remarks  of  their  being  well 
manned,  when  Ihort  of  the  regu¬ 
lated  number,  &c.  He  has  even 
gone  fo  far  as  to  furnifh,  the  mod 
accurate  lids  of  the  feamen  in.  the 
different  hofpitals  at  Portfmouth 
and  Plymouth. 

in  confequen.ee  of  the  above 
papers  being  found,  Henry  Lat¬ 
ter!  oh,  Efq;  of  Wickham,  near 
Portfmouth,  was  afterwards  ap¬ 
prehended  and  brought  to  town, 
The  meffengers  found  Mr.  Lutter¬ 
ioh  ready  booted  to  go  a-hunting. 
When  he  underdood  their  bufi- 
nefs,  he  did  not  difcover  the  lead 
embarraffment,  but  delivered  his 
keys  with  the  utmod  readinefs. 
In  his  drawers  were  found  cadi 
and  bank  notes  to  the  amount  of 
about  300 1.  but  upon  a  careful 
perufal  of  the  notes,  it  was  dif- 
eovered  they  were  all  drawn  pay¬ 
able  to  the  fame  perfon,  and  dated 
on  the  fame  day  with  thofe  found 
on  La  Matte.  Mr.  Lutterioh  is  a 
German,  and  had  lately  taken  a 
houfe  at  Wickham,  within  a  few 
miles  of  Portfmouth  ;  and  as  he 
kept  a  pack  of  hounds,  and'  was 
confidered  as  a  good  companion, 
he  was  well  received  by  the  gentle¬ 
men  in  the  neighbourhood. 

In  a  few  days  afterwards  a  third 
per  fort ,  named  Ryder,  was  ap- 
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prehended  and  brought  to  London* 
and  who  is  faid  to  be  the  perfon 
from  whom  Lutterioh  derived  all 
his  information  reipedling  the  date 
of  our  marine  and  dock-yards. 

Ryder  the  lad  war  performed 
fignal  fervices  to  his  country,  by 
his  extenfive  knowledge  of  the 
foundings  on  the  enemy’s  coad  ; 
and  for  his  a&ive  exertions  he  was 
rewarded  with  a  pendon  of  200  1. 
a -year,  which  has  been  regularly 
paid  him  ever  fince.  At  the  fame 
time  he  has  been  employed  in  the 
office  at  Plymouth  ;  and  by  being 
fo  capable  of  giving  affidance  to 
the  admiralty,  he  has  been  em¬ 
ployed  by  them  in  contriving  fig- 
nals ;  and  it  has  been  through  his 
means  that  the  enemy  has  been 
furniffied  fo  exadlly  with  our  fig- 
nals. 

On  the  preceding  day,  a  man 
named  Rougee,  and  a  woman 
named  Dobrey  (with  whom  he 
cohabited)  were  apprehended  at 
their  lodgings,  in  Greek  -  dreet, 
Soho,  in  confequence  of  an  in¬ 
formation  lodged  againd  them, 
charging  them  with  having  con¬ 
veyed  various  packets  of  intelli¬ 
gence  to  France,  by  way  of  Mar¬ 
gate  and  Odend.  After  a  long 
examination  both  were  committed 
to  prifon. 

Admiralty  Office,  "Jan.  I  a. 

Captain  Dacres,  of  his  majedy’s 
mip  Perfeus,  and  the  Fortune 
floop,  arrived  on  the  7th  indent 
in  the  Downs,  with  the  Catherina 
Wilhelmina,  a  Dutch  Ead-India 
fhip  of  900  tons,  from  Rotterdam 
to  Batavia,  laden  with  large  mads 
and  other  naval  dores,  and  having 
on  board  one  hundred  and  thirty 
thoufand  dollars  in  ipecie.— -The 
Perfeus  has  alfo  taken  and  fent 
into  Portfmouth  the  Friendlhip, 
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a  Dutch  vefiTel,  laden  with  fruit. 
— The  Griffin  and  Rambler  cut¬ 
ters  have  taken  Le  General  Ville 
Patoux,  French  privateer,  carry- 
ing  12  guns  and  56  men. — And 
Lieutenant  Furnival,  of  the  Nim¬ 
ble  cutter,  has  taken  La  Subtille 
French  privateer  of  14  guns  and  43 
men. 

,  The  fefiions  ended  at  the 
Old-bailey,  when  the  fol¬ 
lowing  prifoners  received  fentence 
of  death,  viz.  James  Smith,  for  rob¬ 
bing  Tho.  Morris,  on  Conftitution- 
hill,  in  St.  James’s-park,  of  two 
half-crowns  ;  Charles  Sheppard, 
for  breaking  into  the  dwelling- 
houfe  of  Jane  Weft,  in  St.  Bo- 
tolph’s,  Aldgate,  with  intent  to 
fteal  her  goods ;  Abraham  Dry, 
for  robbing  Janet  Atkinfon  on  the 
highway  near  the  Broad-fandtuary, 
Weftminfter,  of  a  bundle  contain¬ 
ing  a  quantity  of  ftockings  and 
other  pedlars  goods  ;  William  Do- 
bey  and  John  Darbey,  for  affault- 
ing  James  Bing  in  a  field  near 
Tottenham-court-road,  and  rob¬ 
bing  him  of  a  pair  of  filver  ilioe- 
buckles  and  fome  money  ;  Mary 
Jones  and  Anne  Gilfon,  for  heal¬ 
ing  in  the  fhop  of  MefT.  Allnut 
and  Cox,  in  Scuthampton-ftreet, 
Holborn,  57  yards  of  Perfian  filk  ; 
Thomas  Maple  and  Jofeph  Maple, 
for  breaking  into  the  dwelling 
houle  of  John  Seager,  the  King’s 
head,  in  Gray’s-inn-lane,  and 
healing  a  table  cloth,  a  fiik  car¬ 
dinal,  and  other  things  ;  Anne 
Martin,  alias  Harris,  alias  Lanf- 
dale,  alias  Jones,  for  ftealing  in 
the  dwelling-houfe  of  Geo.  Eltoft, 
to  whom  the  day  before  fhe  had 
been  hired  as  a  fervant,  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  filver  plate,  a  metal  watch, 
two  counterparts,  and  other 
things ;  fhe  was  alfo  Convi&ed  for 


ftealing  in  the  houfe  of  Peter  Cravv- 
ford,  Efq;  at  Clerkenwell,  where 
flue  had  been  hired  about  five  hours, 
a  large  quantity  of  lilver  plate, 
value  40 1.  and  upwards. 

This  night's  Gazette  con-  ^  , 
tains  a  proclamation  for  a  *3  * 
public  faft  and  humiliation  to  be 
obferved  throughout  England  and 
Wales,  on  Wednefday  the  21ft  day 
of  February  next,  and  in  Scotland 
on  Thurfday  the  2 2d  day  of  that 
month. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  , 
agreed  to  the  report  of  the  -  ^  * 

refolution  of  yefterday,  for  granting 
80,000  1.  for  the  relief  of  the  fuf- 
ferers  from  the  late  hurricanes  at 
Barbadoes,  and  40,000!.  for  thofe 
at  Jamaica. 

A  letter  from  Shrewfbury  fays, 
*f  Between  twelve  and  one  o’clock 
on  Thurfday  morning  laft  a  fhock 
of  an  earthquake  was  felt  by  ma¬ 
ny  inhabitants  in  different  parts  of 
the  town,  providentially  without 
doing  any  damage  ;  it  was  fo  ftrong 
as  to  awaken  feveral  perfons  out  of 
their  fleep.” 

At  the  meeting  of  the  foeiety 
for  the  encouragement  of  arts, 
manufactures,  and  commerce,  the 
following  candidates  received  the 
premiums  adjudged  to  them  for 
drawings : 

Mifs  Leonora  Deyongh,  of  Bow, 
Middlefex,  the  lefter  filver  pallet 
for  a  drawing  of  flowers. 

Mr.  W.  P.  Tompkins,  of  Queen- 
Anne-ftreet  Eaft,  the  greater  filver 
pallet,  for  a  drawing  of  land¬ 
scapes. 

Mifs  Anne  Smith,  of  Portland- 
road,  the  lelfer  filver  pallet,  for  a 
drawing  of  landfcapes. 

And  the  golden  medal  was  ad¬ 
judged  to  Wm.  Mellilh,  Efq;  for 
having  planted  <sn  his  eftate  in. 

[L  ]  2  Notting- 
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Nottinghamshire.,  47,000  larch- 
trees. 

Lord  Geo.  Gordon  was 
z>  *  brought  up  to  the  bar  of 
the  Court  of  KingVBench,  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  a  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus, 
iffued  to  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
of  the  Tower. 

The  writ  ci  Habeas  being  r£fld, 
,and  a  return  made  of  it,  the  court 
ordered  the , indictment  to  be  read  ; 
previous  to  which  Lord  George 
Gordon  requeued  permiffion  of 
the  court  to  be  heard  a  few  words. 
This  being  complied  with,  his 
lordfhip  remarked,  f‘  That  he 
was  aitoniihed  to  find,  on  his  ar¬ 
rival  at  We ff  mi  niter,  that  the 
doors  of  the,  hall  were  (hut,  and 
confequently  that  the  people  had 
not  free  accefs  to  his  trial.  He 
then  enumerated  the  various  hard- 
ihips  that  had  attended  his  lingu¬ 
lar  fituation  and  long  confine¬ 
ment  :  faid  he  had  fufFered  much 
in  confequence  thereof  by  the 
force  of  public  prejudice :  ex- 
preffed  his  furprize  that  fuch  a 
vaii  number  of  jurors  fliould  have 
been  fummoned  on  his  trial,  as  by 
this  means  he  was  deprived  of  the 
nfual  benefit  of  challenging  his 
jury  :  he  had  likewife  heard  that 
the  very  judges  of  the  land  had 
been  conlulted  on  his  cafe ;  but  he 
hoped  the  fad  would  prove,  that 
he  had  not  been  thus  prejudged. 
Witnefles,  he  found,  were  brought 
up  from  Scotland  againft  him ; 
what  they  were  to  prove  he  knew 
not ;  nor  did  he  know  how  he  was 
to  bring  up  witneffes  from  the  fame 
quarter  to  confront  them,  having 
been  informed,  that  the  jurifdidion 
©f  the  court  did  not  extend  to  Scot¬ 
land. 

{e  He  underftood  by  the  law  of 
the  land,  that  the  overt-ad  ought 
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to  be  fpecially  fet  forth  in  the  in** 
didment  for  high  treafon  ;  but  as 
no  particular  charge  was  fpecified 
in  his,  he  fhould  find  himfelf  at  a 
lofs  to  meet  it  with  fuch  evidence 
as  he  might  otherwife  be  enabled 
to  produce. — He  hoped,  however, 
and  trufted,  that  the  court,  as  was 
cuffomary  in  fimilar  cafes,  would 
become  his  counfel  in  points  where 
he  hood  in  need  of  fuch  indul¬ 
gence  ;  adding,  that  he  only  wifh- 
ed  for  a  candid  and  impartial 
trial.” 

Lord  Mansfield  having  allured 
his  lordfhip,  that  he  would  meet 
with  every  indulgence  the  court 
could  confidently  grant  him,  the 
indictment  was  read  over,  and  the 
clerk  of  the  crown  alked  the  prifoner 
to  plead  to  it ;  when  his  lordfhip 
faid,  <f  Not  guilty.” 

The  attorney-general  now  mov¬ 
ed  the  court  “  for  the  prifoner  to 
be  again  brought  up  to  the  bar  of 
the  ^court  on  Monday  the  5th  of 
February,  then  to  be  put  upon  his 
trial  ;”  which  being  made  a  rule 
of  court,  his  lordlhip  was  remand¬ 
ed  back  to  the  Tower,  under  the 
cuftody  of  the  lieutenant  gover¬ 
nor. 

The  Weft-Xndia  mail,  ^ 
brought  over  by  the^  Anna  ^ 
Terefa  Packet,  Captain  Croffby, 
arrived  on  Monday  evening  at  the 
Poll  Office,  and  brings  difpatches 
to  the  admiralty  from  Sir  George 
Brydges  Rodney,  dated  the  iotli 
of  December,  with  advice,  that 
he  arrived  at  St.  Kitt’s  from  New- 
York  two  days  before,  with  th® 
following  Ihips  of  the  line,  viz. 
Sandwich  90  guns.  Centaur  74, 
RulTel  74,  Triumph  74,  Resolu¬ 
tion  74,  Alcide  74,  Terrible  74, 
Shrewlbury  74,  Torbay  74,  Suf¬ 
folk  74,  and  Intrepid  64;  that  he 
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had  been  joined  off  Barbadoes  by 
the  Alfred  of  74,  Monarch  74,  and 
likevvife  by  the  Ajax  74,  and  Vigi¬ 
lant  64,  from  St.  Lucia. 

Admiral  Hood  had  been  met 
within  ten  days  fail  of  Barbadoes, 
all  well. 

Died,  Dec.  30,  1780.  At  Pur- 
fer's-Crofs,  Fulham,  Mrs.  Eliz. 
and  Mrs.  Fra.  Turberville,  in  the 
77th  year  of  their  ages,  of  an  an¬ 
cient  and  refpe&able  Weft-coun¬ 
try  family  ;  they  were  twin  filters, 
and  both  died  unmarried.  What 
adds  to  the  fingularity  of  this  cir- 
cumftance,  they  were  born  the  fame 
day,  never  were  known  to  live  le- 
parate,  died  within  a  few  days  of 
each  other,  and  were  interred  the 
fame  day. 

Sir  Roger  Burgoyne.  Bart. 

Jan.  1,  1781.  In  White-hart- 
yard,  Drury-lane,  Mary  Parker, 
aged  108. 


FEBRUARY. 

Hague ,  Feb.  1.  The  States  of 
Holland  and  Weft  Friefland  were 
aftembled  both  yefterday  and  this 
day,  as  were  alfo  the  different  col¬ 
leges  of  admiralty  :  the  prince  ftadt- 
holder  is  almolt  daily  in  council, 
and  this  day  the  three  placarts, 
lately  publilhed  by  their  High 
Mightineffes,  will  be  fent  to  the 
different  provinces. 

The  marine  treaty  figned  at 
Copenhagen  between  the  plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  of  the  Emprels  of  Ruftia 
and  thofe  of  the  Court  of  Denmark 
on  the  28th  of  June  1780,  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  freedom  of  the  neutral 
navigation,  has  appeared  here, 
and  feems  to  be  entirely  founded 
upon  the  memorial  and  declaration 
Q?  the  emprefs  upon  that  fubjedf  ; 
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and  the  articles  are  nearly  fimilar. 
To  this  treaty  the  King  of  Sweden 
acceded  on  the  21ft  of  July  1780, 
and  their  High  Mightineffes  on 
the  20th  of  November  in  the  fame 
year. 

On  Monday  was  determined, 
after  a  hearing  of  three  days,  be¬ 
fore  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer, 
the  long  depending  caufe  between 
the  Vicar  of  Kenifington,  and  fe- 
veral  of  his  pariftiioners  ;  when  it 
was  decreed,  that  peaches,  me¬ 
lons,  pines,  and  all  other  hot- 
houfe  plants,  and  exoticks,  and 
all  fhrubs,  engrafted  trees,  and 
nurferies,  are  tytheable  in  kind, 
whatever  expence  may  attend  the 
cultivation. 

The  following  narrative  of 
the  voyage  of  five  of  the  vef- 
fels  arrived  in  Ireland,  belonging 
to  the  laftEaft-India  fleet,  from  Chi¬ 
na  to  the  Cape,  is  contained  in  a 
letter  from  an  officer  on  board  the 
Calcutta  to  his  friend  in  Edin¬ 
burgh, 

“We  failed  from  China  on  the 
20th  of  January,  in  company  with 
the  Worcefter,  Royal  Henry, 
Morfe,  and  Alfred  ;  and  inftead 
of  the  ufual  track  by  the  ftraits  of 
Sunda  and  Banca  went  by  the 
ftraits  of  Malacca,  to  avoid  the 
rifle  of  falling  in  with  an  enemy. 
On  the  26th  of  February  we  took 
our  departure  from  Achinhead, 
and  to  get  clear  of  danger  gave 
the  iflands  of  Mauritius,  &c.  a  large 
berth. 

“  Being  ftriftly  ordered  to  keep 
to  the  iouthward,  to  fhun  •  any 
cruiiers  that  might  be  off  the  Cape, 
we  were,  by  llrong  foutherly  cur¬ 
rents,  and  north- weft  winds,  dri¬ 
ven  into  the  latitude  of  41  degrees 
and  a  half,  and  experienced  a  long 
run  of  bad  weather.  From*th« 

[L]  3  29th 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1781. 


29th  of  April,  that  we  were  in  the 
latitude  of  the  Cape,  to  the  6th 
,of  June,  we  had  (aimed  without 
intermiffionj  the  molt  violent  gales 
of  wind  and  bad  weather.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  gales  we  parted  company 
with  the  Morfe. 

Upon  the  7th  of  June,  the 
Royal  Henry  proving  very  leaky, 
we  were  under  the  necellity  of  bear¬ 
ing  away  for  Madagafcar,  that  hie 
might  be  able,  if  poffible,  to  hop 
her  leaks.  On  the  25th  we  arriv¬ 
ed  fafe  at  St.  Augudin’s  Bay,  Ma¬ 
dagafcar,  where  we  had  the  good 
fortune,  to  fall  in  with  the  home¬ 
ward  bound  fleet  from  the  coad, 
•viz.  the  Belleiile  64,  Aha  64,  and 
Hippo n  60,  with  the  Ganges,  Ge¬ 
neral  Barker^  Talbot,  and  Norfolk 
India-men. 

“  This  fleet  had  come  in  very 
flckly,  and  had  been  lying  there 
about  a  week.  Very  foon  after 
came  in  the  Morfe,  with  whom  we 
had  parted  company  the  4th  of 
May  ;  ihe  had  fprung  a  leak,  and 
haa  been  obliged  to  throw  four  of 
her  guns  and  part  of  her  cargo  over- 
hoard. 

The  crews  of  the  fhips  hav¬ 
ing  got  well  rid  of  their  feveral 
diiorders,  and  having  got  on  board 
all  the  neceffary  refrefhments,  we 
on  the  28th  of  July  failed  for  Cape 
Bona  once  more.  After  expe¬ 
riencing  again  two  very  hard  gales 
of  wind,  by  which  feveral  of  the 
fleet  parted  company,  we  at  length 
had^  the  good  luck  to  meet  all 
again,  and  come  into  the  Cape 
together  the  22 d  of  Augud.  Upon 
cur  arrival  here  we  had  the  fatif- 
fiaUion  to  find,  that  what  had  ap¬ 
peared  to  us  mod  unfortunate  in 
feveral  parts  oi  our  pafFage,  had 
really  been  mod  lucky,  "indeed 
I  believe  a  chain  of  more  lucky 


events  never  happened  to  a  fleet 
before. 

“  1.  By  our  going  to  Malacca 
we  avoided  three  fail  of  French 
fhips  of  the  line  in  the  drafts  of 
Sunda,  which  probably  would  have 
taken  us  all. 

fc  2.  By  our  not  being  able  to 
reach  the  Cape  the  iirfl  time,  we 
avoided  five  fail  of  French  fhips, 
which  were  cruifmg;  for  us. 

“  3.  By  getting  to  Madagafcar 
we  fell  in  with  the  fleet,  which 
we  were  adlually  ordered  to  go  into 
the  Cape  to  join,  and  alio  had 
the  good  fortune  to  find  the  Morfe 
again. 

iS  4.  If  vve  had  arrived  at  Table 
Bay  a  week  or  10  days  fooner, 
when  we  had  the  lad  fevere  gale, 
we  mud  undoubtedly  all  have 
perifhed  ;• — for,  by  the  accounts 
of  the  inhabitants,  no  fihip  could 
have  rode  it  out.” 

Saturday  the  Court  of  ,  , 
King’s  Bench  was  opened, 
and  the  previous  bufmefs  of  ad- 
miflions  and  bail  being  finifhed, 
a  petition  was  read  from  the  poor 
prifioners  of  the  King’s  Bench  pri- 
fon,  for  the  ufual  allovvance  to  be 
paid  them  lines  the  time  of  their 
enlargement  by  the  late  riots. 
Lord  Mansfield  could  not,  he  faid, 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners, 
becaufe  they  were  not  in  adlual 
cudody,  and  therefore  had  a  power 
to  provide  for  themfelves,  which 
when  confined  they  are  not  fup- 
pofed  to  have.  He  added,  that 
face  the  fird  day  of  the  term,  he 
had  received  a  great  number  of 
letters  from  all  parts  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  informing  him  of  the  abufes 
of  fome  attorneys,  endeavouring 
to  delude  the  poor,  arrefted  and 
in  cudody,  to  pay  them  money  for 
their  difcharge.  In  order  to  re- 
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medy  this,  he  had  now  ordered  a 
lift  to  be  publifhed  of  all  perfons, 
and  their  places  of  abode,  who 
had  furrendered,  alfo  the  names 
of  the  bail  and  attorneys  concern¬ 
ed  fince  the  7th  of  June  laft.  That 
unlefs  the  fame  were  added  to  the 
names,  the  furrender  fhould  for 
the  future  be  void.  And  he  or¬ 
dered  that  the  lift  fhould  be  fo 
printed  and  publifhed,  and  every 
future  certificate  fhould  be  no  in¬ 
demnity,  unlefs  it  contained  the 
additions  of  all  parties. 

,  This  morning  Lord  George 
5  '  Gordon  was  brought  from  the 

Tower  to  the  Court  of  King’s 
Bench,  Weftminfter  Hall,  to  take 
his  trial  for  a  charge  of  high  trea- 
fon  :  after  a  trial  which  lafted  one 
and  twenty  hours  he  was  acquit¬ 
ted  *. 

,  A  dreadful  fire  brok« 
12  ‘  out  at  Captain  Thoburn’s, 
near  King  Edward  Stairs,  Wap- 
ping,  which,  ailifted  by  a  ftrong 
fouth  -  wefterly  wind,  prefently 
communicated  to  a  number  of 
houfes  and  warehoufes  contiguous, 
a  misfortune  principally  fatal,  on 
account  of  the  narrownefs  of  the 
ftreets,  both  fides  of  the  way  being 
on  fire  at  the  fame  time  ;  the 
flames  were  fo  rapid  for  fome  time 
as  to  defy  the  utmoft  efforts  of 
the  firemen  and  inhabitants.  About 
forty  houfes  were  deftroyed,  be- 
fides  fheds,  &c.  Alfo  about  four 
houfes  in  Sir  William  Warren’s 
Square,  with  every  houfe  on  both 
fides  the  way  between  King  Ed¬ 
ward’s  Stairs  and  Wheat-ftieaf- 
Wharf. 

The  high  winds  this  night  did 
confiderable  damage  amongft  the 
fhipping.  Several  houfes  were 


blown  down  in  various  parts  of 
London  and  Weftminfter. 

The  Recorder  made  the  ,  , 
report  to  his  majefty  in  1  1  * 
council  of  the  thirteen  convibts 
under  fentence  of  death  in  New¬ 
gate,  who  were  condemned  in 
January  fefTions,  viz.  James  Smith, 
Charles  Shepherd  ;  Abraham  Bay  ; 
Ann  Martin,  Alias  Harris,  alias 
Lanfdale,  alias  Jones ;  John  Larby 
and  Wmi  Doby  ;  Jn.  Henley ;  Ann 
Smith,  and  Eliz.  Thompfon,  alias 
Blackfon  ;  Jofeph  Maple  and  Tho. 
Maple ;  Ann  Gibfon,  and  Mary 
Jones  ;  when  the  four  fir  ft  were 
ordered  for  execution,  and  the  nine 
laft  were  refpited  during  his  ma- 
jefty’s  pleafure. 

This  night’s  Gazette  con-  ^  . 
tains  his  majefty’s  order  in  7  * 

council  for  the  releafe  and  difcharge 
of  all  fhips  and  veffels  belonging 
to  the  fubje&s  of  the  ftates-general, 
which  had  been  detained  by  virtue 
of  the  order  in  council  of  Dec.  22, 
1780. 

On  Thurfday  a  fpecial  , 
jury,  before  Lord  Mansfield  24ta’’ 
in  the  court  cf  King's  Bench,  at 
Weftminfter  Hall,  determined  the 
important  caufe  between  Mr.  Cole, 
proprietor  of  Elv-place,  in  Hol- 
born,  and  the  officers  of  the  pa¬ 
ri  fh  of  St.  Andrew  Holborn,  in 
favour  of  the  plaintiff,  by  which 
Mr.  Cole  is  eftablifhed  in  the  quiet 
poffeffion  of  a  very  confiderable 
eftate,  protected  from  the  burdens 
of  the  afteftments  of  the  parifh, 
of  which  it  was  contended  to  have 
been  a  part.  The  jury  by  their 
verdift  have  confirmed  a  privilege 
which  has  been  obtained  ever  finer, 
the  year  1290,  regarding  the  epif- 
copal  palace  of  Ely,  on  the  4cite 


*  For  3  particular  account  of  this  Trial,  fee  the  Appendix  to  the  Chronicle, 
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cf  which  Ely-place  is  now  built,  as 
extra-parochial,  and  not  fubjeft  to 
parifh  ad'edments. 

Jbnjterdam ,  Feb .  27.  John  Adams, 
Efq;  has  opened  a  loan  for  a  mil¬ 
lion  of  florins  for  the  United  States 
of  America,  according  to  the 
printed  plan  of  which,  each  Thare 
ihall  amount  to  1000  florins,  and 
bear  five  per  cent,  iriterefl  per 
hnnum.  Meff.  Neufville  and  fons, 
merchants  here,  have  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  this  affair,  and  the  obli¬ 
gations,  &c.  are  iigned  by  Mr. 
Adams,  and  counterugned  by  Meff. 
Neufville,  and  regidered  by  the 
notary,  Anthony  Mylins.  -  The 
repayment  of  this  capital  (for 
which  the  Thirteen  United  States 
of  America  engage  themfelvbs  all 
together,'  and  each  of  them  fe- 
parately,  as  well  as  for  the  punc¬ 
tual  payment  of  the  interefl)  will 
-be  made  after  the  expiration  of 
30  years ;  a  fifth  part,  or  200 
obligations  each  year,  to  be  de¬ 
termined  by  lots,  drawn  in  pre- 
fence  of  the  notary  and  witneffes, 
fo  that  in  15  years  all  the  capital 
will  be  paid. 

Died,  at  Norwich,  aged  74, 
Henry  Goodall,  D.  p.  Prebendary 
of  Norwich,  Archdeacon  of  Suf¬ 
folk,  Rector  of  Mattifhall  with 
Patteiley,  and  alfo  of  Bixley  with 
Earl  Framingham,  in  Norfolk  ; 
likewife  commiffary  of  the  pecu¬ 
liar  jurifdidlion  of  the  Dean  and 
Chapter  of  Norwich, 

At  his  chambers  in  the  Temple, 
Edw,  Capell,  Efq;  deputy  infpec- 
tor  of  plays,  tie  devoted  the"  lad 
37  years  of  his  life  to  the  fludy  of 
Shakefpeare’s  plays,  of  which  he 
publifhed  an  edition  in  the  year 
1768.  Since  that  time  he  has 
been  employed  in  compiling  and 
printing  th,e  iiludrations  to  it,  the 


greater  payt  of  which  we  are  in¬ 
formed  are  already  dnidied.  Hq 
was  the  alterer  of  Antony  and 
Cleopatra,  asded  at  Drury-lape 
1758.  He  was  alfo  editor  ‘of  a 
volume  of  ancient  poems  called 
(i  Proludons.55 


MARCH. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  month 
the  didemper  among  the  horned 
cattle  broke  out  in  the  Me  of 
Tbanet.  It  began  at  Mrs.  Cow- 
eiPs,  at  Salmdcn,  near  Margate, 
and  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
brought  over  from  Odend  by  two 
iheep  fkins,  which  being  thrown, 
on  the  beach  were  taken  up  with 
dome  fea  weed,  and  laid  on  a 
dunghill.  To  thefe  a  cow  frnelt* 
and  rolled  on  them.  Six {  other 
beads  died  at  Manfton  ;  five  more 
were  lhot  there,  and  buried  on. 
the  9th  ■  feimral  others  died  ;  fome 
were'  (hot.  On  the  12th,  an  or¬ 
der  of  council  was  Blued  (as  ufual) 
probibiting  the  removal  of  dis¬ 
tempered.  cattle,  and  ordering 
them  to  be  killed,  and  buried  at 
lead  four  feet  deep,  with  their 
hides  dallied.  Sic.  Two  more  were 
feized  with  it  at  Minder  on  the 
1 6th,  and  immediately  killed  and 
buried.  By  the  above,  and  other 
precautions,  it  is  hoped,  that  it 
will  fpread  no  .further.  Some  had 
been  previoudy  removed  to  AaOi 
and  Chidet  ;  though  nothing  deems 
eafier  than  to  confine  them  in  this 
idand,  there  being  only  three  out¬ 
lets,  viz.  at  Sandwich,  Sarr,  and 
Reculver. 

The  following  account  of  , 
the  lofs  of  the  General  Barker  2 
Eaft  Indiaman  is  given  in  a  pri¬ 
vate  letter  from  Holland,  frorq  a 

gentleman 
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gentleman  on  board :  (<  In  the 
hard  gale  of  wind  which  came  on 
between  eleven  and  twelve  at 
night  on  the  12th  inft.  we  parted 
with  three  cables  a-head,  and  foon 
after  loft  every  anchor  and  cable 
we  had.  The  following  day  we 
fired  fignals  of  diftrefs,  but  could 
get  no  abidance.  We  were  at  laft 
drifted  againft  the  Kentifh  Knock, 
where  we  lay  for  fix  hours ;  by  the 
help  of  a  ftrong  tide  we  got  off'  in 
the  evening,  but  not  without  the 
lofs  of  all  our  boats,  and  cutting 
away  our  main  and  mizen-mafts. 
The  gale  continuing  on  the  15th, 
we  were  driven  on  fhore  on  the 
coaft  of  Holland,  in  which  dread¬ 
ful  fituation  we  remained  all  night, 
expelling  every  moment  to  be  our 
lab:,  and  in  which  horrid  fufpenie 
fifteen  of  the  crew  adlually  perifh- 
ed.  In  the  morning  the  Dutch 
very  humanely  came  out  to  our 
abidance,  and  refeued  about  fixty 
of  us  from  a  fituation  more  eafily 
to  be  imagined  than  I  can  deferibe* 
We  are  now  at  Norwaygon,  where 
we  meet  with  every  fympathy  our 
condition  merits.’ ’ 

,  On  Saturday  was  tried  be- 
^  *  fore  Mr.  Juftice  Buller  and  a 
fpecial  jury  at  Guildhall,  the  im¬ 
portant  caufe  between  Mr.  Lang- 
dale,  the  diifiller,  who  fued  the 
late  lord  mayor  under  the  riot  aft, 
to  recover  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  city  the  damages  he  fuftained 
by  the  deftrudlion  of  his  premifTes 
and  goods  during  the  late  difturb- 
ances.  The  attorney  -  general, 
Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Murphy,  were 
counfel  for  the  plaintiff,  and  the 
recorder,  Mr.  Dunning,  Mr.  Da¬ 
venport,  and  Mr.  Rofe,  for  the 
city.  Mr.  Langdale  went  for 
S  1  -5  5 9  1-  I9S*  7  d.  under  feveral 
neads,  viz.  the  great  warehoufe. 


with  the  fpirits  behind  the  houfe, 
in  Upper  Hoiborn,  at  22,478  1.3  s. 
8  d.  at  prime  coll ;  the  furniture 
ioiol. — at Holborn-bridge  7831  1. 
2  s.  9  d.  befides  the  dead  flock  of 
mills,  worms,  pipes,  and  damage 
done  to  feveral  houfes  adjoining  to 
Mr.  Langdale,  held  by  him  under 
leafes.  There  was  great  difpute 
about  the  eilimates,  as  the  wit- 
neffes  were  not  properly  prepared 
to  anfvver  the  counfel  with  their 
calculations.  The  recorder  made 
a  long  fpeech.  He  contended, 
that  Mr.  Langdale  had  no  right 
to  recover,  becaufe  the  fire  was 
communicated  from  the  fpirits, 
which  were  firfl  fet  in  a  blaze,  to 
the  buildings  and  other  property. 
To  this  point  one  witnefs  was  ex¬ 
amined.  The  judge  feemed  againft 
the  diftinflion.  Mr.  Langdale  ad¬ 
mitted  the  receipt  of  14,662k  from 
the  Excife ;  1 1,423  1.  of  the  Union 
Fire-Office;  1683  1.  8  s.  8  d.  of  the 
London  Affurance  Company;  900 1. 
of  the  Hand  in  Hand  Fire  Office  ; 
but  neverthelefs,  he  brought  his 
a&ion  to  include  thefe  feveral 
fums  for  the  benefit  of  the  Exciie 
and  different  offices.  The  judge, 
without  delivering  any  opinion, 
left  the  whole  cafe  to  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  jury,  who  with¬ 
drew  for  near  two  hours,  and  gave 
a  verdifl  for  18,729  k  10  s.  da¬ 
mages  only.  The  jury  added  alfo, 
that  Mr.  Langdale  could  not  re¬ 
cover  the  infurances  in  truft.  The 
verdi 61  is  referved  for  the  opinion 
of  the  judges,  whether  goods  and 
flock  in  trade  are  within  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  a£l  of  parliament,  and 
a  new  trial  will  be  moved  for  next 
term  by  the  city,  as  the  jury  gave 
a  verdidl  for  the  goods  and  Hock 
in  trade,  which  are  included  in 
the  damages  given,  contrary,  as 
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the  counfel  fay,  to  the  riot  acft, 
whereby  thefe  buildings  are  to  be 
repaired,  and  no'' other  reccmpences 
provided  for. 

Charles  Logie,  Efq;  his  ma- 
jefty’s  late  conful  general  at  Mo¬ 
rocco,  arrived  in  town  with  dif- 
patches  from  Gov.  Elliot  of  Gib¬ 
raltar.  Before  Conful  Logie  left 
Morocco,  the  emperor,  under  the 
influence  of  the  gifts  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Spanifh  court, 
threatened  the  inhabitants  of  Tan¬ 
gier  with  the  inoft  dreadful  effects 
of  his  refentment  if  they  held  any 
friendfhip  with  the  Englifh  ;  and 
at  his  injunction,  50  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  inhabitants  went  to  the  con- 
•JfaEs  houfe,  and  demanded  an  au¬ 
dience  ;  on  an  interview  being 
given,  they  fucceffively  went  up 
to  Mr.  Logie,  fpit  in  his  face, 
pointed  their  daggers  to  his  bread, 
and  called  him  by  every  oppro¬ 
brious  appellation  that  could  be 
tiled.  Mr.  Logie  reports,  that 
the  great  eft  fcarcity  of  grain  pre¬ 
vailed  through  the  country,  no 
rain  having  fallen  for  thefe  three 
laft  years. 

Amfterdam ,  March  8.  The  per- 
fons  appointed  to  receive  the  fub- 
fcription  entered  into  by  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  this  city  for  the  re¬ 
lief  of  their  countrymen  who  are 
in  prifon  in  England,  have  ad- 
dreffed  the  Duke  of  Richmond, 
and  begged  of  his  grace,  fo  famed 
throughout  Europe  for  his  fenti- 
ments  of  generofity  and  humanity, 
to  give  an  eye  to  the  difpofal  of 
the  money  fent  to  England  for  the 
above  praife -worthy  purpofe.  The 
duke,  touched  with  fo  diftiriguifti- 
ed  a  mark  of  confidence,  returned 
the  following  anfwer  in  his  own 
hand-writing. 

f*  I  cannot  but  be  much  flatter¬ 


ed  at  being  chofen  to  have  the 
care  of  the  money  fubfcribed  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Holland  for  the 
relief  of  their  imprifoned  coun¬ 
trymen  :  full  of  efteem,  and  ad¬ 
miration  of  their  fentiments  of 
humanity  and  beneficence,  1  beg 
the  gentlemen  fubfcribers  to  be 
allured  that  I  will  willingly  ex¬ 
ert  all  my  power  in  the  execution 
of  the  truft  repofed  in  me  ;  and  if 
I  can  be,  of  any  ufe  towards  ren¬ 
dering  their  generous  efforts  more 
advantageous,  I  will  do  it  with  all 
my  heart. 

(Signed)  Ri  CHMOKD.” 

In  confequence  of  which  the 
fubfcribers  have  fent  one  thoufand 
pounds  llerling  to  England,  and 
have  defired  the  duke  to  appoint 
a  proper  perfon  to  have  the  diftri- 
bution  of  it:  they  took  the  fame 
opportunity  to  fignify  to  his  grace 
with  what  humanity  the  Englifh 
prifoners  were  treated  in  Holland. 

This  morning  failed  the 
following  fhips,  with  a  ljjjr  * 
large  fleet  of  vi&uallers.  See.  for 
Gibraltar,  viz.  Britannia,  100, 
Vice-admiral  Darby,  Rear-admi¬ 
ral  Kempenfelt,  Captain  Bradley  ; 
Royal  George,  100,  Rear-admiral 
Rofs,  Captain  Bourmafter  ;  Prince 
George,  98,  Rear-admiral  Digby, 
Captain  Williams ;  Queen,  Mait- 
landi  Duke,  Douglas  ;  Formid¬ 
able,  Cleland  ;  Namur,  90,  Saw¬ 
yer  ;  Ocean,  Ourry  ;  Union,  Dal- 
rymple ;  Foudroyant,  80,  Jarvis; 
.Alexander,  74,  Longford  ;  Bello- 
na.  Onflow  ;  Canada,  Collier  ; 
Cumberland,  Peyton ;  Courageux, 
Mulgrave  ;  Defence,  Cranftone  ; 
Dublin,  Dixon  ;  Edgar,  Elliot ; 
Fortitude,  Bickerton  ;  Marlbo¬ 
rough,  Penny  ;  Valiant,  Goodail ; 
Bienfaifant,  64,  Braithwaite ;  In¬ 
flexible,  Cotton ;  Lion*  Cornwal¬ 
lis  3 
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lis ;  Magnanime,  Wolfeley  ;  Non- 
fuch,  W  allace  ;  Repulfe,  Dent ; 
Medway,  60,  Harmood  ;  Miner¬ 
va,  38,  Fielding  ;  Flora,  36, 
Williams;  Monfieur,  Phipps;  La 
Prudence,  Waldegrave ;  Ambuf- 
cade,  32,  Conway;  Emerald, 
Marihall ;  Crefcent,  28,  Paken- 
ham ;  Kite,  14,  Trollope;  and 
Furnace,  Firebrand,  Harpy,  and 
Lightning  fire-fhips  ;  which  are  to 
be  joined  from  Plymouth  by  two 
frigates,  and  from  Ireland  by  the 
St,  Albans  and  Vellal.” 

,  The  following  is  a  lift 
5  lm  of  his  Majefty’s  Ihips  on  the 
Jamaica  ftation  which  were  loft  or 
damaged  in  the  late  hurricane, 
viz.  Stirling-Caftle  of  64  guns, 
loft,  the  Captain  and  about  50  peo¬ 
ple  were  faved.  Phoenix  of  44 

guns,  loft  on  the  Cuba  fhore,  moft 
of  the  people  faved.  Scarborough 
of  20  guns,  loft  at  fea,  and  every 
perfon  perilhed.  Hedlor  of  74 

guns,  loft  all  her  guns  and  mails. 
Grafton  of  74  guns,  loft  all  her 
mails.  Egmont  of  74  guns,  ditto. 
Trident  of  64  guns,  ditto.  Ruby 
of  64  guns,  ditto.  Briftol  of  50 
guns,  ditto.  Endyinion  of  44 
guns,  ditto.  Ulyffes  of  44  guns, 
ditto.  Pomona  of  28  guns,  ditto. 
Thunderer  of  74  guns,  loft. 

^  Two  gold  medals  of  15 
guineas  each,  given  an¬ 
nually  by  his  Grace  the  Duke 
of  Grafton,  Chancellor  of  the 
Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  for  the 
encouragement  of  claflical  learn¬ 
ing,  were  adjudged  to  Mr. 
George  Law,  of  Queen’s,  and  Mr. 
Robert  Pedley,  of  St.  John’s, 
BB.  A. 

,  At  a  Court  of  Common 
22  Council,  1  cool,  was  or¬ 
dered  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Cham¬ 
ber,  towards  the  relief  and  fup- 
port  of  the  fufterers  by  the  late  hur¬ 


ricanes  in  the  Weft  India  Illands, 
to  the  Treafurer  of  the  Committee, 
for  their  relief. 

Died,  at  Wreft  -  Houfe,  in 
Bedfordlhire,  aged  30,  Lord  Pol- 
warth,  only  fon  of  the  Earl  of 
Marchmont,  'and  fon-in-law  to 
the  Earl  of  Hardwicke.  Dying 
without  iftue,  the  Englifh  barony 
of  Hume,  created  in  1 776,  is 
extindl. 

Thomas  Knight,  Efq.  at  God- 
merlham,  in.  Kent,  in  the  80th 
year  of  his  age.  This  gentleman, 
who  died  poftefted  of  a  large  eftate, 
was  ele&ed  citizen  in  parliament 
for  Canterbury,  A.  D.  1734,  and 
was  many  years  chairman  at  the 
quarter  feffions.  His  paternal 
name  was  Brodnax,  which  early  in 
life  he  exchanged  for  that  of  May, 
and  afterwards  by  a  ftatute  of 
9  Geo.  II.  he  took  the  name  of 
Knight,  which  occaiioned  a  face¬ 
tious  member  to  propofe  “  a  ge¬ 
neral  bill  to  enable  that  gentle¬ 
man  to  take  what  name  he  pleafed.’* 
Through  a  long  extent  of  life  he 
ever  maintained  a  dignity  orna¬ 
mental  of  human  nature,  and  a 
piety  irreproachable,  which  no¬ 
thing  but  the  ftncerity  of  his  reli¬ 
gion  could  infpire  ;  evidenced  by 
a  conftant  attendance  on  his 
chriftian  duties,  and  realized  by 
a  moft  exemplary  patience  and' 
refignation  during  a  tedious  and 
painful  illnefs.  His  own  family 
have  loft  in  him  a  moft  indulgent 
parent,  his  relations  and  friends  a 
ready  and  able  help,  and  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  a  munificent  patron  and 
benefactor. 


APRIL. 

Hague,  April  I.  We  are  allured^ 
that  Mr.  Van  de  Parre,  director 

of 
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of  our  Eali  India  Company,  and 
Mr.  de  Boers,  advocate  of  the 
faid  company,  are  returned  from 
Paris ;  that  the  former,  with  the 
approbation  of  their  High  Migh- 
tineffes,  has  there  ligned  a  treaty 
oftenfive  and  defenfive  for  the 
Dutch  Eaft  India  Company ;  one 
of  the  conditions  of  which  is, 
<c  that  fix  French  men  of  war, 
already  failed  for  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and  which  are  to  be 
joined  by  fome  others  from  the 
ifland  of  Mauritius,  lhall  affift  in 
prote&ing  the  Cape,  and  the  pof- 
fefiions  of  our  company  in  the  In¬ 
dies,  in  conjun&xpn  with  the  Blips 
of  the  latter  now  there.”  We 
are  afiured,  that  the  alliance  was 
concluded  the  end  of  laft  month  ; 
confequently  the  Cape  is  fafe  from 
every  infiilt;  and  the  more  fo,  as 
the  governor,  forefeeing  the  hofii- 
lities,  has  put  the  place  in  a  pro¬ 
per  Bate  of  defence,  and  armed 
6000  peafants. 

_»  Captain  Bonneilan,  con¬ 
victed  of  the  murder  of  Sir 
Theodofius  Boughton,  about  fe- 
ven  in  the  morning  was  carried 
in  a  mourning  coach  from  War¬ 
wick  gaol  to  the  place  of  execu¬ 
tion,  and  hanged  according  to 
his  Sentence  ;  after  which  his  body 
was  given  to  the  furgeons,  to  be 
diffefted.  Before  he  was  turned 
off  he  addreffed  the  fpe&ators  in 
the  following  terms :  <f  That  as 
he  was  then  going  to  appear  be¬ 
fore  God,  to  whom  all  deceit  was 
known,  he  folemnly  declared,  that 
lie  was  innocent  of  the  crime  for 
which  he  was  to  fuffer.” 

n  The  fubjedls  propofed  by 
J  '  the  Vice  Chancellor  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  for  the  two  prizes  given 
by  the  Right  Hon.  John  Townf- 
hend  and  James  Mansfield,  Efq. 


members  for  the  Univerfity  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  are, 

For  Senior  Bachelors :  Qusenam 
lint  caufae  cur  Afiatici  fervitutis 
Temper  fuerint  patientiores,  quam 
Europtei  ? 

For  Junior  Bachelors :  Utrum 
is  fit  in  orator um  numero  haben- 
dus,  qui  non  ’fit  omnibus  iis  ar- 
tibus,  quae  funt  libero  dignae,  per- 
politus 

Dublin ,  April  7.  Letters  were 
on  Thurfday  received  in  town 
from  Captain  Murphy,  of  the 
Charming  Mary  privateer  of  Dub¬ 
lin,  to  liis  owners,  which  contain 
the  agreeable  news  of  his  having 
taken  and  brought  into  Lough- 
fwilly  a  rich  Dutch  merchant  fhip, 
from  St.  Euitatia,  bound  to  Am- 
flerdam,  computed  to  be  worth 
30,000!,  She  had  300  hogfheads 
of  fugar  on  board.  The  Charm¬ 
ing  Mary  mounted  only  eight 
guns. 

India  Houfe ,  April  10.  At  a  ge¬ 
neral  Court  of  Proprietors  of  Ealt 
India  Stock,  held,  according  to  ad- 
vertifement,  on  fpecial  affairs,  Mr. 
Jones  rofe  and  introduced  the  fol¬ 
lowing  motion  : 

“  That  a  Committee  of  fix 
Directors,  and  fix  Proprietors,  be 
appointed,  to  confider  of  their 
chartered  rights,  and  of  the  na¬ 
ture  and  extent  of  their  right  to 
the  territorial  poflefiicns  acquired 
in  India  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
confider  of  propofitions  to  be  of¬ 
fered  as  the  bafis  of  an  agreement 
between  Government  and  the 
Company,  for  the  prolongation 
of  their  exclusive  right  to  trade  in 
India,” 

This  meeting  was  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  motion  made  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  by  Lord 
North  the  day  before,  se  That 

this 
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this  Houfe  will,  on  Wednefday 
the  2/5  th  of  April,  refolve  itfelf 
into  a  Committee,  to  confider  of 
the  propriety  of  the  Crown  taking 
into  its  own  hands  the  territorial 
acquifitions  of  the  Ealt  India  Com¬ 
pany,  and  fecuring  to  the  public«a 
fhare  in  the  revenue  arifing  there¬ 
from.  On  this  occafion  Lord  North 
infilled  upon  it,  as  an  eilabliihed 
maxim,  that  whatever  territorial 
acquifitions  are  made  by  fubje&s, 
mull  neceffarily  belong  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  ;  and  that  confequently  he  was 
as  clear  as  he  was  of  any  thing 
whatever,  that  the  territorial  pol- 
feflions  in  India  are  the  undoubted 
right  and  property  of  the  crown 
and  people. 

^  Came  on  the  ele&ion  of 
1 1  a  Governor,  Deputy  Go¬ 
vernor,  and  twenty-four  Directors 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  for  the 
year  enfuing,  when  the  following 
gentlemen  were  chofen  :  William 
Ewer,  Efq.  Governor  ;  Richard 
Neave,  Efq.  Deputy- Governor ; 
Samuel  Beachcroft,  *  Daniel 
Booth,  *  Lyde  Browne,  Richard 
Clay,  William  Cooke,  Edward 
Darrell,  George  Drake,  *  Peter 
Du  Cane,  Martyn  Fonnereau, 
Peter  Gauffen,  *  Daniel  Giles, 
Chrifiopher  Hake,  William  Ral¬ 
lied,  Thomas  Scot  Jackfon,  *  Job 
Mathew,  Benjamin  Mee,  *  jo- 
feph  Nutt,  Edward  Payne,  *  Geo. 
Peters,  *  Henry  Plant,  Chriflo- 
pher  Puller,  William  Snell,  Sam. 
Thornton,  and  Mark  Weyland, 
Efqrs.  Directors. 

Thofe  marked  with  *  are  new 
Diredlors. 

|  India  Houfe ,  April  12.  This  day 
the  report  of  the  ballot  for  the 
jchoice  of  Directors  was  made  at 
ithe  Eall  India  Houfe,  by  Mr. 


Devifme,  Chairman  of  Scrutineers, 
The  numbers  were : 


Richard  Hall 

-  S39 

Johff  Hunter 

-  580 

Sarhuel  Peach 

-  528 

Jofeph  Sparkes  * 

-  85S 

John  Smith 

-  797 

George  Tatem 

-  7*4 

The  Norrifian  prize  for  1781 
was  afligned  to  Mr.  Jof.  Whiteley, 
of  Magdalen  College,  Cambridge, 
for  his  Effay  on  the  Advantages  of 
Revelation. 

The  Lord  Mayor,  Alder-  f  , 
men,  and  Sheriffs,  with  IJtiU 
their  ladies,  met  at  the  Maniion- 
houfe,  and  from  thence  proceeded, 
attended  by  the  Governors  of  the 
City  Hofpitals,  City  Marfhals,  &c. 
to  St.  Bride’s  Church,  where  an 
excellent  fermon  was  preached  by 
the  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Rofs,  Lord 
Biihop  of  Exeter ;  after  which, 
the  report  of  the  Hate  of  the  City 
Hofpitals  was  read  before  the  Go¬ 
vernors. 

In  ChrilPs  Hofpital,  188  placed 
out,  10  whereof  inffrudled  in  ma¬ 
thematics  and  navigation.  Remain 
1177;  buried  13. 

In  St.  Bartholomew’s,  3942 

cured.  Out-patients  relieved,  6054. 
In  the  Hofpital,  382.  Out-patients, 
209.  Buried  177. 

St.  Thomas’s,  3249  cured. 
Out-patients  relieved,  3861.  In® 
patients  remaining,  470.  Out- 
patientsv  263.  Buried  259. 

Bridewell.  Admitted,  459. 

Maintained  in  Trades,  37. 

Bethlehem.  Admitted,  200. 

Cured,  179.  Remain,  267.  Bu¬ 
ried,  20. 

Paris ,  April  21.  Monfieur  de 
Monteille  being  on  a  cruize  off 
Cape  Francois,  with  a  fquadron 
of  fix  fail  of  the  line  and  three 

frigates. 
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frigates,  from  Toulon,  upon  the 
25  th  of  February  met  with  a  moil 
violent  gale  of  wind,  which  com¬ 
menced  about  eight  P.  M.  and 
continued  to  blow  very  hard  until 
the  next  day  at  live  A.  M.  in 
which  time  the  fleet  fuflered  very 
much. 


Lift  of  the  fquadron,  and  the  da¬ 
mages  they  have  fuftained. 

Guns. 

Le  Palmier  74  (flag)  loft  36  guns 

Le  Viftoire  74  loft  lower  mails 

LTntrepid  74  loft  upon  the  rocks 

Le  Couton  64  no  damage 

Le  Triton  64  ditto 

Le  Kefieche  64  loft  her  lower  mails 

Le  frigate  G entitle  44  fafe 
L5 Andromache  44  ditto 

L’Atalante  3S  funk  by  the  Palmier, 

who  ran  foul  of  her. 


Admiralty -Office,  April  23,  1781. 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Pat¬ 
ten,  of  his  Majefiyd  s  Ship  Belle 
Poule ,  to  Mr.  Stephens ,  dated 
Leith  Road,  1 8 th  infant. 

I  beg  you  will  pleafe  to  acquaint 
their  lordffiips,  that  his  Majefty’s 
(hips  Belle  Poule  and  Berwick  be¬ 
ing  near  the  entrance  of  the  Firth 
of  Edinburgh,  on  the  17th  of 
April,  at  day-break,  we  fell  in 
with,  and  after  a  fhort  aftion  took 
the  Calionne  privateer,  of  32  guns, 
and  24.0  men,  commanded  by 
Luke  Ryan.  She  had  been  but 
five  days  from  Dunkirk,  and  had 
only  taken  and  ranfomed  one  fmall 
brig. 


At  the  annual  eleftion  for  Pre¬ 
sident,  Council,  and  Officers  of 
the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  the 
following  ^noblemen  and  gentle¬ 
men  were  chofen  for  the  year  en- 


fumg 
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Members  of  the  Old  Council  continued. 

Jeremiah  Milles,  D.  D.  F.  R.  S. 
Dean  of  Exeter,  Prefident.  The 


Honourable  Daines  Barrington, 
F„  R.  S.  V.  P.  Owen  Salufbury 
Brereton,  Efq.  F.  R.  S.  V.  P. 
Edward  Bridgen,  Efq.  F.  R.  S» 
Sir  William  Chambers,  Knt.  P.  S, 
F.  R.  S.  Richard  Gough,  Efq. 
F;  R.  S.  Director.  Edward  King, 
Efq.  F.  R.  S.  V.  P.  Michael  Lort, 
D.  D.  F.  R.  S.  V.  P.  Thomas 
Moreli,  D.  D.  Sec.  William 
Norris,  M.  A.  Sec.  Daniel  Wray, 
Efq.  F.  R.  S. 

Nenv  Members  of  the  Council. 

George  Earl  of  Chefterfield. 
John,  Lord  Biihop  of  St.  David’s. 
Sir  Henry  Charles  Englefield, 
Bart.  F»  R.  S.  Richard  Kaye, 
D.  LL.  F.  R.  S.  John  Munro, 
M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  Robert,  Lord 
Petre.  Robert  Richardfon,  D.  D. 
John  Topham,  Efq.  F.  R.  S.  Sir 
Richard  Worfley,  Bart,  F.  R.  S. 

Officers : — Prefident,  the  Dean 
of  Exeter.  Treafurer,  Edward 
Bridgen,  Efq.  Secretaries,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Norris,  and  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Moreli.  Director,  Richard  Gough, 
Efq. 

Navy- Office,  April  3a.  By  the 
returns  from  the  Navy-office,  pre- 
fented  to  the  Floufe  of  Commons 
by  Lord  Liiburne,  Jan.  23,  1781, 
it  appears,  that  from  -Sept.  29, 
1774,  to  Sept.  29,  1780,  there 
were  raifed  for  his  Majefty’s 
fea  fervice,  including  marines, 
175,900  men,  that  of  them  in  the 
five  years,  beginning  with  1776, 
and  ending  with  1780,  18,545 

died,  1243  were  killed,  and  42,069 
deferted. — Total  61,857.  And 
by  returns  from  the  War-office, 
prefented  by  the  fecretary  at  war, 
it  appears,  that  there  were  raifed 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  for 
his  Majefty’s  land  fervice,  militia 
and  fencible  men  in  North  Britain 
not  included,  from  Sept,  29,  1 774* 

to 


f 


CHRONICLE.  [175 


to  Sept.  29,  1780,  76,885  men,  of 
which  there  have  died  in  N.  Ame¬ 
rica  and  the  Weff-Indies  10,012; 
been  taken  prifoners,  including 
thole  under  the  convention  of  Sa¬ 
ratoga,  8629;  deferted  3801  ;  and 
been  difeharged  the  fervice  3885. 
—  Total  26,327.  The  Britilh 
corps  and  recruits  Tent  to  North 
America  and  the  Welt-Indies  were, 
in  1778,  3774  ;  in  1779,  6871  ; 
and  in  1780,  10,237.  —  Total, 

20,882. 

(<  Ccnjlantinople,  April  30. 

On  the  23d  inltant,  a  lire  broke 
out  in  the  quarter  of  this  city  which 
is  almolt  entirely  inhabited  by  law¬ 
yers.  It  was  fo  violent,  that,  not- 
withftanding  all  pofiible  affiftance, 
it  continued  burning  eleven  hours ; 
it  is  computed  that  200  houfes  were 
deltroyed. 

A  fortnight  ago  the  plague 
broke  out  again  in  this  city  ;  the 
hotel  of  the  Venetian  ambaifador 
has  been  affe&ed  with  it,  one  of 
whole  domeltics  is  dead.  It  is 
very  probable  that  this  terrible 
calamity  was  brought  hither  from 
Salonica,  from  whence  we  learn 
that  it  has  made  fuch  ravages 
there,  that  though  two  thirds  of 
the  inhabitants  had  left  the  place, 
it  carries  off  upwards  of  100  per- 
fons  daily.” 

Died,  Lady  Mary  Carr,  filler 
of  Lord  Darlington,  and  wife  of 
Mr.  Carr  of  the  Adelphi'. — Among 
other  qualities,  better  and  more 
valuable  to  her  family  and  her 
friends,  a  diffant  acquaintance 
may  be  allowed  to  mark  her  me¬ 
mory,  as  a  woman  of  a  diftinguilh- 
ed  tafte  ;  it  was  her  lady fhip  who 
directed  the  laying  out  of  much 
of  the  ground,  at  Mr.  Carr’s  fine 
place,  at  Cocken.  Cocken  is  a 
cultivated  ground  on  the  Wier, 


three  miles  beyond  Durham  ;  it  is 
by  many  thought  a  rival  to  what 
was  Mr.  Morris’s  ground  at  Chep- 
ffow  ;  the  ffyle  of  the  country  is  at 
both  places  much  the  fame,  very 
bold  inequalities,  woods,  and 
rocks ;  the  river  Wier,  on  which 
Cocken  is  fftuated,  is  at  the  fouth 
rock  very  finely  fmooth,  at  the 
north  rock  the  current  is  as  finely 
rough,  fo  far  producing  a  har¬ 
mony  of  the  compleateft  kind,  the  , 
other  objects  ornamenting  the 
feene  ;  but  without  the  inclofure, 
are  Durham  cathedral,  the  ruin  of 
the  abbey,  belonging  to  Dr.  Kaye, 
prebend  of  Durham,  the  fpire  at 
Cheffer  le  Street,  and  Lumley 
Caffle  ;  the  whole  forming  many- 
enchanting  fcer.es,  yielding  both  in 
beauty  and  fublimity  to  none  but 
Piercefield. 

At  his  houfe  at  Kennington,  in 
his  7 2d  year.  Sir  Jofeph  Ay- 
Ioffe,  Bart,  of  Cranfield,  Suffex* 

V.  P.  A.  S.  and  F.  R.  S.  Fie  was 
defeended  from  a  Saxon  family  an- 
tiently  feated  at  Bodlon  Alof  near 
Wye,  co.  Kent,  in  the  reign  of 
Flen.  III.  who  removed  to  Horn¬ 
church,  co.  Eflex,  in  that  of  Lien. 

VI.  and  to  Sudbury  in  that  of 

Edw.  IV.  Sir  Wm.  Ay  Ioffe  of 
Great  Braxted,  co.  Effex,  was 
knighted  by  James  I.  and  after¬ 
wards  created  a  baronet  1612  ;  and 
from  his  eldeft  fon  by  his  3d  wife, 
the  late  baronet  was  the  fourth  in 
defeent  and  fifth  in  title.  His 
father  and  grandfather  were  both, 
of  Gray’s-Inn.  He  was  born, 
about  the  year  1708,  admitted  or 
Lincoln’s -lnn,7  1724,  and  of  St. 
John’s  Coll.  Oxf.  elefled  F,  A.  S. 
Feb.  io,  1731,  one  of  the  firft 
council  under  their  charter  1751, 
vice  prefident  17  ,  F.  R.  S.  17 

In  1748,  he  prompted  Mr.  Kirby, 

painter 


\ 
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painter  in  Tpfwich,  to  make  draw¬ 
ings  of  a  great  number  of  monu¬ 
ments  and  buildings  in  Suffolk, 
of  which  12  were  engraved,  with 
a  defcri’ption,  1748,  and  more 
remained  in  his  patron’s  hands. 
On  the  building  of  Weftminfter- 
brijige  he  was  appointed  fecretary 
to  the  commiffioners  1736-7  ;  au¬ 
ditor  general  of  the  hofpitals  of 
Bridewell  and  Bethlem  1750  ;  and 
on  the  eftablifhment  of  the  Paper- 
Office  on  the  refpe&able  footing 
it  at  prefent  is,  by  the  removal  of 
the  ftate  papers  from  the  old  gate 
at  Whitehall  to  new  apartments  at 
the  Treafury,  he  was  nominated 
one  of  the  three  keepers  of  them  ; 
and  1772  published  in  4:0,  “  Ca¬ 
lendars  of  the  Antieat  Charters, 
&c.  and  of  the  Welfh  and  Scottish 
Rolls  now  remaining  in  the  Tower 
of  London,  &c,”  with  a  judicious 
and  learned  account  of  our  public 
records,  by  way  of  introduction.  Pie 
drew  up  the  account  of  the  chapel 
on  London  bridge,  of  which  an 
engraving  was  publilhed  by  Ver- 
tue  1748,  and  again  by  the  So¬ 
ciety  of  Antiquaries  1777.  His 
hiitorical  defcription  of  the  inter¬ 
view  between  Henry  VIII  and  Fra. 
I.  on  the  Champ  de  Drap  d?Gr, 
from  an  original  painting  at  Wind- 
for,  and  his  account  of  the  paint¬ 
ings  of  the  fame  age  at  Covvdry, 
were  inferred  in  the  Archceol. 
vol.  iii.  1775,  and  printed  fe~ 
paratejy  to  accompany,  engravings 
of  two  of  thefe  pictures  by  the  So¬ 
ciety  of  Antiquaries.  His  ac¬ 
count  of  the  body  of  Edw.  I.  as  it 
appeared  on  opening  his  tomb, 
1774,  was  printed  in  the  fame  vo¬ 
lume,  p.  376,  His  intimate  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  every  part  of 
Welfctfjinfter-abbey  and  city  dif- 
played  itfelf  in  his  accurate  de- 


fcription  of  five  monuments  in  the 
former,  engraved  by  the  fame  fo- 
ciety,  who  mull:  reckon,  among 
the  many  obligations  which  they 
owe  to  his  zeal  and  attention  to 
their  interefts,  the  laft  exertions 
of  his  life  to  put  their  affairs  on 
the  molt  refpedable  and  advan¬ 
tageous  footing,  on  their  removal 
to  their  new  apartments  in  Somer- 
fet-houfe.  He  fuperintended  the 
new  edition  of  Leland’s  Collec¬ 
tanea,  in  9  vols.  1770,  and  of  the 
Liber  Niger  Scaccarii,  in  2  vols. 
8vo.  17.71  ;  to  both  which  he  added 
a  valuable  appendix  ;  to  the  latter 
the  charter  of  Kmgfton  on  Thames, 
of  which  his  father  was  1  recorder. 
Llis  extenfive  knowledge  of  our 
national  antiquities  and  municipal 
rights,  and  the  agreeable  manner 
in-  which  lie  communicated  it  to 
his  friends  and  the  public,  mull 
make  him  fincerely  regretted  by 
all  who  had  the  pleafure  of  his 
acquaintance.  He  married  Mar¬ 
garet,  daughter  and  foie  heirefs  of 
Tho.  Railton,  Efq;  of  Carlifle,  by 
whom  he  Mad  one  fon  of  his  own 
name,  who  died  at  the  age  of  21^ 
Dec.  19,  1756. 


M  A  Y. 

Was  holden,  at  Sion  Col-  ^ 
lege,  the  anniverfary  meeting 
of  the  London  clergy,  when  a  Latin 
fermon  was  preached  in  St.  Alph- 
age  Church,  by  their  prefident,  the 
Rev.  James  Waller,  D.D.  After 
which  the  following  gentlemen 
were  elected  officers  for  the  year 
enfuing  :  the  Rev.  John  Douglas, 
D.  1).  prefident  ;  Peter  WhaTley, 
LL.B;  and  William  Romaine, 
M.  A.  deans ;  Thomas  We  ales, 
D.D.  Samuel  Carr,  M.  A.  George 

$  ti  n  ton  / 
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Stirt'ton,  D.D.  and  Henry  Whit¬ 
field,  D.  D.  affidants. 

Dublin ,  April  24.  Yederday  be¬ 
ing  quarter-day  of  the  guild  of 
merchants^  the  fubjeft,  which  has 
lately  engaged  the  public  atten¬ 
tion,  of  Portugal’s  refufing  the 
entry  and  fale  of  Irifh  manufac¬ 
tures,  received  a  full  inveftiga- 
tion.  In  the  courfe  of  a  long  de¬ 
bate,  after  many  able  fpeakers  had 
expatiated  upon  the  fchemes  of 
fome  perfons  in  England,  to  render 
the  boaded  grant  of  a  free  trade  to 
Ireland  a  mere  nullity,  and  that 
the  Court  of  Portugal  had  adopt¬ 
ed  this  injurious  partiality  of  re- 
fufing  our  manufactures  through 
their  artifice,  it  was  on  the  other 
hand  clearly  evinced,  that  his  Ex¬ 
cellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
the  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Eden  had  ta¬ 
ken,  on  the  earlieft  information,  the 
molt  aCtive  part  to  obtain  an  im¬ 
mediate  remedy.  This  having  fully 
appeared  from  two  letters  of  Mr. 
Eden,  and  from  other  authorities, 
and  that  there  was  a  great  proba¬ 
bility  of  their  endeavours  being 
crowned  with  the  wilhed-for  fuccels, 
it  was  refolved,  that  the  thanks  of 
the  guild  fhould  be  prefented  to  his 
Excellency  the  Earl  of  Carlifle, 
and  to  the  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Eden, 
for  their  warm  and  earned  exertions 
in  favour  01  the  commercial  interelis 
of  Ireland. 

Triejle ,  May  4.  There  is  a  plan 
here  on  foot  to  build  about  thirty 
vefiels  againft  the  next  fpring,  in 
order  to  carry  on  a  trade  with  all 
nations,  and  with  the  belligerent 
powers  under  the  Audrian  Hag  ; 
great  advantages  are  expeCted  from 
this  trade. 

Yefterday  the  Court  of  Ex¬ 
chequer  gave  judgment  in  the 
caufe,  wherein  Meffrs.  Eyre  and 
Vol.  XX iV. 


Strahan,  his  majedy’s  printers, 
were,  plaintiffs,  and  Mr.  Carnan, 
bookfeller,  was  defendant.  The 
bill  was  brought  againft  Mr.  Car- 
nan,  for  printing  the  Form  of 
Prayer  appointed  to  be  ufed  on 
the  General  Fad  day,  when  the 
exclufive  right  of  his  majedy’s 
printers  to  print  the  faid  Form  of 
Prayer  was  fully  edablilhed,  and 
a  decree  given  in  their  favour  with 
cods. 

Naples ,  May  8.  Mount  Vefu- 
vius  has  been  very  quiet  for  a 
long  time,  but  the  mountain  call¬ 
ed  Somma,  not  very  far  from  the 
former,  opened  lad  month,  and 
the  lava  runs  very  violently.  No 
one  fufpe&ed  this  mountain  to 
contain  fo  much  combudible  mat¬ 
ter,  nor  has  any  lava  iffued  from 
it  before  during  the  memory  of 
man. 

St.  James’s,  This  day,  a f- 
tey  the  levee.  Dr.  Brownlow 
North,  Bilhop  of  Worceder,  kiffed 
his  majedy’s  hand,  on  being  tran- 
flated  from  that  fee  to  the  Bilhop- 
rick  of  Wincheder.  As  did  Dr- 
Hurd,  Bilhop  of  Lichfield  and 
Coventry,  on  his  tranflation  to  the 
fee  of  Worceder. 

Yederday  was  held  the  . 
ann>  verlary  meeting  of  the  I9ilc 
Sons  of  the  Clergy  ;  at  which 
were  prefent  the  right  honourable 
the  lord  mayor ;  his  Grace  the 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  prefi- 
dent,  the  right  honourable  the 
lord  chancellor.  Sir  John  Skyn- 
ner,  vice-prefident,  his  Grace  the 
Archbifhop  of  York,  his  Grace 
the  Lord  Primate  of  Ireland,  the 
Marquis  of  Caimarthen,  the  Earl 
of  Hill  {borough,  their  lordlhips 
the  Bifhops  of  Rochefter,  Bath 
and  Wells,  Litchfield  and  Coven¬ 
try,  Bangor,  Cheder,  Lincoln  and 
[M]  w  St. 
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St.  David’s  ;  Lord  Coleraine ; 
Aldermen  Plomer,  Clarke,  \Y00^ 
ridge,  Pugh,  and  Kitchen  ;  She¬ 
riffs  Sainlbury  and  Chrichton ; 
the  Deans  of  Durham  and  Wind- 
for,  Sir  Thomas  Egerton,  Sir 
Jofhua  Reynolds,  Philip  Yorke, 
Efq;  with  many  of  the  clergy  and 
gentry.  The  fermon  was  preach¬ 
ed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Markham, 
Re&or  of  St.  Mary,  White-chapel, 
from  Jeremiah  xlix.  n.  *  Leave 
thy  fatherlefs  children,  I  will  pre- 
ferve  them  alive,  and  let  thy  wi¬ 
dows  trull  in  me.’ 

Collesdion  at  St.  Paul’s! 

on  Tuefday  the  15  th  1.  s.  d. 
ink.  —  —  200  5  6 

Ditto,  on  Thurfday  the 

17th  —  —  261  15  6 

Ditto,  at  Merchant  Tay¬ 
lor’s- hall  ~~  —  567  2  4 


Total  1029  1  4 

A  donation  of  fifty  pounds,  by 
the  late  Anne  Fox,  and  a  further 
fum  of  24!.  7s.  iod.  being  the  half 
year’s  dividend  on  the  fum  of 
1626L  4s.  pd.  in  the  three  per  cent. 
confoL  bank  annuities,  purchafed 
with  the  legacy  of  the  late  Marga¬ 
ret  Dongworth,  made  a  part  of  the 
collection  at  the  hall. 

2  1  It  A  general  court  of  pro¬ 
prietors  was  held  at  the 
Eali  India  Houfe  in  Leadenhall- 
ftreet,  in  order  to  take  into  con- 
fideration  the  propofitions  fubmit- 
ted  by  the  directors  for  the  bails 
of  an  agreement  between  govern¬ 
ment  and  the  company,  when  fome 
new  matter  was  darted  that  will 
require  very  ferious  difcuffion.  It 
arofe  from  words  in  the  firlt  pro- 
pcfition,  that  all  the  company’s 
prefen t  chartered  privileges  fhall 
be  preferved  entire,  fo  far  as  is 


confident  with  the  rights  of  the 
crown  and  legijlaiure.  It  was  pro- 
pofed  to  leave  thefe  lad  words  out ; 
and  Mr.  Rous  was  called  upon  for 
his  opinion,  who  made  no  fcruple 
to  delare  that  the  rights  of  the 
legidature  were  no<v el  rights.  That 
the  rights  of  the  crown  were  dif- 
tinft  ;  and  fo  were  thofe  of  the 
company  derived  from,  and  depen¬ 
dent  on,  thofe  of  the  crown  ;  but  he 
ventured  to  give  a  decided  opinion, 
that  the  law  and  conditution  knew 
of  no  rights  of  the  legidature  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  known  privileges  of 
parliament,  which  had  nothing  to 
do  in  the  prefent  cafe.  The  words 
therefore  and  legijlaiure  were  druck 
out. 

Lord  North  (the  whole  houfe 
being  in  a  committee)  moved,  that 
the  propofitions  of  the  general 
court  of  Ead  India  proprietors  be 
laid  before  the  committee ;  as 
follows  : 

That  all  the  Ead  India  com¬ 
pany’s  prefent  charter  rights  be 
preferved  to  them  entire,  fo  far  as 
is  confident  with  the  rights  of  the 
crown  :  that  their  excludve  trade 
be  prolonged  for  10  years  from 
March  1,  befides  the  three  years 
notice  to  be  given  according  to 
the  aft  of  Geo.  II.  and  that,  in 
order  to  the  utmod  of  their  power 
to  alleviate  the  public  burthen,  the 
directors  are  impowered  to  pay 
into  the  Exchequer  6oo,ocoi.  on 
condition  of  receiving  in  return 
bills  on  his  majedy’s  Exchequer, 
which,  in  cafe  of  any  unexpefted 
exigences  on  the  part  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  the  commiffioners  of  cuf- 
toms  and  excife  fhould  receive  as 
cafh  for  the  company’s  accruing 
duties ;  fuch  bills  not  to  bear  in- 
tered,  or  to  be  brought  to  market 
like  other  bills.” 

His 
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His  lorddiip  rofe  and  declared 
his  difapprobation  of  the  faid  pro¬ 
portions,  moving  the  following  re- 
i'olution  at  the  fame  time  : 

“  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that  three-fourths  of 
the  furplus  of  the  net  profits  of 
the  Eaft-India  Company,  ever 
fince  the  company’s  bond  debt  was 
reduced  to  1,500,0001.  and  the 
company’s  dividends  have  been 
8  per  cent.  r  >r  ann.  belong  to  the 
public,  and  that  6oo,oool.  in  lieu 
thereof  be  paid  into  his  majedy’s 
Exchequer  by  inftalments  at  fuch 
times  as  fhall  be  agreed  upon.” 
This  produced  a  warm  debate,  but 
was  finally  carried  in  favour  of 
Lord  North. 

A  caufe  came  on  to  be  tried  be¬ 
fore  Lord  Mansfield,  in  which 
Mr.  Wilfion  was  plaintiff,  and  Dr. 
Myerfbatch  ( the  late  water  Doctor) 
was  defendant,  for  the  recovery  of 
200I.  for  a  bill  of  exchange  re¬ 
turned  from  Germany.  The  Dr. 
fo  long  ago  as  1779,  drew  a  bill 
to  his  own  order  on  a  perfon  in  an 
obfcure  place  near  Hamborough. 
This  bill  was  returned  protefted  ; 
and  the  defendant,  being  then 
abroad,  could  not  be  come  at  till 
lad  fummer,  when  the  a&ion  was 
brought.  He  fet  up  a  two- fold 
defence  ;  one,  that  he  had  no  va¬ 
lue  for  the  bill ;  the  other,  that 
he  had  failed  to  give  notice  of 
non-payment  in  due  time,  and 
therefore  had  made  the  bill  his 
own.  But  both  pleas  failing,  the 
jury  gave  a  verdifl  for  the  whole 
fum,  with  interefl  and  cods  of 
fuit. 

The  felons  $nd  deferters  con¬ 
fined  in  the  Savoy  Prifon  attempt¬ 
ed  an  efcape,  by  undermining  and 
breaking  through  the  -  wall ;  but 
being  difcovered,  two  rank  and 


file  were  dationed  in  the  prifon  to 
prevent  the  like  attempt  for  the 
future.  Thefe  the  villains  fecur- 
ed,  made  themfelves  maders  of 
their  arms,  and  made  a  defoerate 
attempt  to  force  the  guard,  who 
were  obliged  to  fire  among  the  af- 
failants,  three  of  whom  were  killed, 
and  nine  wounded. 

Yederday  there  was  a  ge-  ^  , 
neral  court  of  the  proprietors  * 
of  Ead-India  dock  at  their  houfe  in 
Leadenhall-dreet,  purfuant  to  ad¬ 
journment,  for  the  final  determina¬ 
tion  by  ballot  of  the  following 
quedion,  viz. 

That  this  court  doth  approve 
of  the  propofitions  read  and  amend¬ 
ed  at  a  general  court  held  on  Mon¬ 
day  the  2 id,  to  be  offered  to  go¬ 
vernment  as  the  bafis  of  an  agree¬ 
ment  for  the  prolongation  of  the 
company’s  exclufive  trade.” 

For  the  quedion  -  256 

A  gain  ft  it  -  -  32 

Died,  at  Wbitbeck,  near 
Whitehaven,  Rich.  Harrifon,  well 
known  by  the  name  of  Tea-kettle 
Harrifon,  many  years  a  guide  over 
the  Sands  ;  the  fame  day  died  alfo 
his  wife,  and  his  daughter-in-law  ; 
and  the  next  day  his  fon  alfo  de¬ 
parted  this  life. 

At  Snitterfield,  Warwickfhire, 
the  Rev.  Rich.  Jago,  M.  A.  vicar 
of  that  place,  and  Re£lor  of  Kim- 
cote,  Leicederdiire.  Mr.  Jago 
was  author  of  “  Edge  Hill,”  a 
poem,  1 767,  qto.  ;  of  “  The 
Blackbirds,”  a  beautiful  elegy  in 
the  Adventurer  (fee  Dr.  Johnfon’s 
Life  of  Wed)  ;  and  of  many  other 
ingenious  performances.  He  was 
the  intimate  friend  and  correfpond- 
ent  of  Mr.  Shendone,  contempo¬ 
rary  with  him  at  Oxford,  and  it 
is  believed  his  fchool-fellow.  He 
wrote  <f  Labour  and  Genius,”  a 

[M]  2  poem. 
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Poem,  4to,  17 68;  took  the  de¬ 
gree  of  M.  A.  July  g,  1738  ;  was 
of  Univerfity  College ;  was  the 
author  of  feveral  poems  in  the  4th 
and  5th  volumes  of  Bodfley’s 
Poems ;  and  publifned  a  fermon, 
in  1755,  on  the'Caufes  of  Impeni¬ 
tence’ coniidered,  preached  May  4, 
1755,  at  HarBury  in  Warwick - 
fhire,  where  he  was  then  vicar,  on 
occafion  of  a  converfation  laid  to 
have  paffed  between  one  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  and  an  apparition  in  the 
church-yard  there. 

At  Dublin ,  in  the  66th  year  of 
his  age,  the  Right  Hon.  William 
Crofbie,  Earl  of  Glandore,  Yif. 
Croibie,  of  Ardert,  and  Baron  of 
Branden,  one  of  his  majefty’s  moll 
hon.  privy  council  of  Ireland.  In 
Nov.  1745,  married  Lady  Theo- 
dofia  Bligh,  filler  of  the  prefent 
Earl  of  Darn  ley,  and  by  her,  who 
died  in  May  1777,  he  has  left  Blue 
one  fon  and  three  daughters.  His 
lordlhip  married  fecondly  the  relid 
of  — — -  Ward,  Efq;  by  whom  he 
had  bo  iffue. 


J  U  N  E. 

H  On  Wednefday  a  general 
court  was  held  at  the  Bank  of 
England,  when  the  proprietors 
were  informed,  that  government 
had  agreed  to  renew  the  charter 
of  the  governor  and  company  of 
the  Bank  of  England  (which  will 
expire  anno  1785)  for  25  years, 
on  condition  that  the  bank  ad¬ 
vances  to  government  2,000,000]. 
at  the  intered,  of  three  per  cent, 
per  ann.  to  be  paid  off  within 
three  years  cut  of  the  finking 
fund. 

I  Saturday  19  prifoners  were 
‘  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey,  one 
of  whom  was  capitally  CQnvi&gd, 1 
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viz,  Alicia  Hamilton,  for  dealing 
four  filver  watches,  a  metal  watch, 
and  a  coffee-pot  plated  with  filver, 
the  property  of  Mr.  Ward,  in  his 
houle  in  Hyde- Erect,  Bioomfbury. 
John  Macneal  and  William  Ridge- 
ly,  were  tried  for  Healing  from  an 
auction  room,  lace  to  the  value  of 
2000I.  they  were  convi&ed  and  len- 
tenced  to  the  ballad-lighters.  Three 
other  prifoners  were  conviffed  of 
grand  larceny,  and  the  remainder 
acquitted. 

The  feffion  being  ended,  the  re- 
cordcr  paffed  fen te nee  of  death  on 
14  capital  convi&s. 

The  feffion  of  the  peace  is  ad¬ 
journed  to  the  14th  curt,  and  the 
feffion  of  gaol  delivery  to  the  nth 
of  July  next,  at  the  Old-Bailey. 

Paris,  June  5.  All  the  fhips 
taken  belonging  to  Commodore 
Hotham’s  fleet,  are,  by  order  of 
that  court,  come  into  Breft  to  be 
fold,  and  a  great  number  of  pur- 
chafers  are  already  arrived  there. 
They  haye  all  been  condemned  as 
good  prizes  except  one,  which- vv:  11 
be  redored.  It  had  been  taken  by 
an  Englidi  privateer,  who  had  put 
it  under  the  protection  of  the  efcort 
of  the  St.  Eudatia  fleet.  The 
States  of  Holland  have  reclaimed 
nothing  on  this  occafion,  though  the 
contrary  appears  in  ieveral  Dutch 
Gazettes  ;■  forae  claims  have,  in¬ 
deed,  been  made  by  bankers,  and 
a  Few  other  particulars,  whofe  pre- 
tendons  have  not  been  admitted  by 
the  council  of  prizes.  They  have 
appealed  to  the  council  of  date, 
who  will  finally  fettle  the  difpute  in 
a  few  days.  ‘ 

Copy  of  the  Sentence  of  a  General  Court 

Martial,  upon  the  l  rial  of  Lieute¬ 
nant  -Governor  Corbet. 

The  court  having  duly 
confidered  and  weighed  the u 

evidence 
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evidence  given  in  fupport  of  a 
charge  againft  the  prisoner.  Lieu¬ 
tenant-governor  Mofes  Corbett, 
with  that  produce^  by  him  in  his 
defence,  is  of  opinion,  that  he,  the 
laid  Moles  Corbett,  is  guilty  of  the 
whole  charge  exhibited  againll  him, 
and  doth  adjudge,  that  he  be  there¬ 
fore  fuperfeded  in  his  commiffton  of 
Lieutenant-governor  of  the  ifland  of 
Jerfey.” 

•gtj1  Laft  week  a  court-martial 
was  held  at  Sheernefs,  on  the 
Captains  of  the  Ariadne,  Fury 
floop,  and  London  armed  fhip,  on 
a  charge  of  not  bearing  down  and 
engaging  three  French  privateers 
which  they  fell  in  with  laft  dim¬ 
mer,  and  which,  in  confequence, 
efcaped.  Capt.  Squires,  of  the 
Ariadne,  was  honourably  acquit¬ 
ted  ;  but  Captain  Agnew  of  the 
Fury,  and  Captain  Rains  of  the 
London,  were  fen  te  need  to  be 
broke. 


oth  A  melancholy  accident 
*  “  .happened  at  Liverpool.  The 
eldeft  Ion  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kirk¬ 
patrick,  about  nine  years  old, 
died,  convulfed,  in  confequence 
of  eating  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  the  roots  of  hemlock-drop- 
wort,  mi  (faking  them  for  the 
earth-nut,  the  dowers  having  fome 
refemblance.  He,  with  four  other 
boys  of  the  neighbourhood,  had 
collected  a  number  of  thefe  roots 
in  the  fields  adjoining  to  the  Leeds 
canal,  of  which  they  had  each  eat 
fome,  and  were  affected,  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  quantity  taken, 
with  giddinefs  and  heavinefs.  One 
of  them  was,  befides,  feized  with 
twitchings  for  fome  hours  ;  but 
he,  as  well  as  the  others,  having 
been  made  to  vomit,  recovered. 
Though  emetics  were  given  in 
large  quantities  to  the  youth  who 


died,  yet  the  flomach  partook  fo 
much  of  the  general  infenfibility, 
that  thefe  produced  not  the  leaft 
effeft,  and,  in  fpite  of  all  that 
could  be  done  to  five  him,  he 
died  in  about  four  hours.  So  fa¬ 
tally  certain  is  the  efredl  of  the 
poifons  of  this  clafs,  whofe  im¬ 
mediate  adlion  is  to  deftroy  the 
power  of  the  flomach  to  expell 
them,  by  which  means  only  the 
mifehief  can  be  put  a  Hop  to;  — 
whereas  many  mineral-poifons  may 
be  decompoied  by  an  alcali  (as 
pot-afh)  and  even  the  danger 
from  drinking fpirits  may  be  great¬ 
ly  leflened,  by  conveying  into  the 
flomach  large  quantities  of  water 
to  dilute  them,  after  the  power  of 
vomiting,  as  well  as  of  fwal low¬ 
ing,  is  loft.  [*SA?,  on  this  Jubjett, 
our  vol.  for  laft  year  -  and ,  in  the. 
London  Medical  Journal ,  July ,  1 78  I , 
a  more  particular  account  of  this  ac¬ 
cident  given  by  Dr.  Houlfon  of  that 
place.  ] 

Of  end y  June  11.  The  evening 
of  the  15  th  inft.  the  whole  city  was 
illuminated,  on  account  of  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  the  placart,  by  which 
his  imperial  majeity  declares  this  to 
be  a  free  port. 

Captain  Moutray,  of  the  , 
Ramillies,  was  tried  by  a  1 J 
court-martial,  held  on  board  one  of 
the  king’s  Chips  on  the  Jamaica  fta- 
tion  juft  before  the  departure  of  that 
fleet ;  by  which  circumftance  they 
were  delayed  from  failing  for  feve- 
ral  days.  After  enquiring  into  ail 
the  particulars  of  the  unfortunate 
capture  of  the  large  and  valuable 
outward-bound  fleet  under  his  con¬ 
voy,  he  was,  by  the  fentence  of  the 
court,  fufpended. 

Brujfels ,  June  14.  The  emperor 
arrived  here  about  1 1  o’clock  .on 
Thurfday  night,  and  flnee  that 

[A/]  3  time 
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time  has  been  almoft  continually 
employed  in  attending  to  the  pe¬ 
titions  and  requefts  of  his  people. 
On  Friday  he  faw  only  two  or 
three  of  the  principal  minifters. 
On  Saturday  he  received  the  public 
bodies,  and  yeilerday  and  this  day 
he  lias  given  audience  to  every  one 
who  demanded  it.  It  is  not  mere¬ 
ly  the  rich  and  the  noble  who  find 
admittance  to  the  imperial  pre¬ 
fence  ;  the  poor  of  every  denomi¬ 
nation  are  received  with  equal 
grace  and  favour ;  every  claimant 
has  the  privilege  of  telling  his  own 
ftory  in  his  own  way  to  the  father 
of  his  people,  who  receives  them 
all  unattended  by  a  fingle  perfon, 
and  lays  afide  every  form  which 
might  awe  the  modeil  and  the  hum¬ 
ble  from  making  their  wants  or 
diilreffes  known  to  him. 

k  India  Houfe.  Yeilerday 
n‘  a  general  court  of  proprie¬ 
tors  of  Eaft-India  flock,  was  held 
at  their  houfe  in  Leadenhall-fireet, 
to  determine  by  ballot  the  follow¬ 
ing  queflion,  viz.  f  That  this 
court  doth  approve  the  report  of 
the  committee  appointed  by  the 
general  court  on  the  10th  of  April 
lafl,  to  enquire  into  the  chartered 
rights  of  the  company  laid  before 
the  general  court,  on  Thurfday 
the  7th  curt,  and  that  the  petition 
therein  mentioned  be  fairly  tran- 
fcribed,  and  fealed  with  the  com¬ 
pany’s  feal,  and  prefented  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.’  The  ballot¬ 
ing  clofed  at  fix  o’clock,  and  at  fe- 
ven  the  fcrutineers  made  the  fol¬ 
lowing  report : 

For  the  quellion  258 

Againll  it  —  127 

According  to  government  ac¬ 
counts,  the  number  of  prifoners 
exchanged  by  cartel  with  France 
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fince  the  commencement  of  the 
prefent  war,  is  44., coo,  and  up¬ 
wards. 

Hanover ,  ‘June  i£.  Since  the  re¬ 
turn  of  Lieutenant-general  Faucitt 
from  London,  we  are  raifing  twG 
new  regiments  of  1000  men  each, 
for  the  fervice  of  Great  Britain. 

Copenhagen ,  June  16.  On  the 
7th  of  this  month  the  chamberlain 
Beringfchiold  was  conduced  to 
the  citadel  under  a  ftrong  guard, 
and  confined  where  the  unfortunate 
Count  Brandt  was  ;  and  it  is  faid 
three  or  four  other  rooms  are  pre¬ 
paring  for  different  prifoners  of 
Bate,  As  to  the  crime  of  this  gen¬ 
tleman  it  is  not  publicly  known, 
but  it  is  faid  by  fome  that  he  held 
an  illicit  correfpondence  with  the 
court  of  Stockholm  ;  v/hilfi;  others 
affert,  that  he  endeavoured  to  ren¬ 
der  the  prefent  miniilry  odious  in 
the  eyes  of  the  peafants.  In  order 
to  foment  a  fedition  among  them. 

Admi  rally  -  office ,  June  I 9 ,  1781. 
Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Captain 

Fanihaw,  of  the  Egmont ,  to  Mr . 

Stephens,  dated  at  Seas  the  3  iff 

of  laji  Month . 

In  the  courfe  of  our  voyage  from 
Jamaica,  the  Endymion  took  the 
French  fhip  le  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette,  ■ — — —  Galletha,  Com¬ 
mander,  1200  tons,  mounting  40 
guns  (pierced  for  60),  200  meh, 
laden  with  arms  and  cloa thing  on 
account  of  the  American  Congrefs, 
and  bound  to  Philadelphia,  after  a 
handfome  running  action  of  about 
two  hours.  ) 

Yeilerday  a  court  of  ,  . 
common  council  was  held 
at  Guildhall,  at  which  were  pre¬ 
fent  the  lord  mayor,  four  alder¬ 
men,  the  two  fneriffs,  Mr.  Re¬ 
corder* 
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corder,  and  a  great  number  of 
commoners. 

Mr.  Merry  moved,  that  the  ad¬ 
journed  motion  of  the  lad  court, 

*  That  the  refolution  of  the  2d  of 
October,  1780,  for  the  chamberlain 
not  to  pay  the  then  lord  mayor 
any  more  than  the  fum  of  3 5 2.1. 
19s.  as  the  balance  due  to  him  of 
the  city’s  ample  allowance  for  the 
expences  of  his  mayoralty,  be  re- 
fcinded,’  be  now  agreed  to.  After 
a  very  long  debate,  in  which  the 
old  arguments  were  recapitulated 
on  both  fides,  the  quedipn  was 
withdrawn  ;  and  another  motion 
made,  ‘  That  ioool.  be  paid 
Brackley  Kennet,  Efq;  in  lieu  of 
all  demands  he  may  have  on  this 
city  on  account  of  his  mayoralty 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Florence,  June  23.  Several  fevere 
fhocks  of  an  earthquake  have  for 
fome  weeks  pail  done  great  mif- 
chief  in  many  parts  of  the  pope’s 
Hate,  particularly  in  the  province 
of  Umbria  ;  the  city  of  Cagli  was 
totally  thrown  down,  and  many 
people  were  buried  in  the  ruins. 
It  extended  on  the  other  part  to 
San  Sepolchro,  a  Town  in  Tuf- 
cany,  where,  and  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  it  caufed  great  damage. 
In  the  lad  week  the  great  duke  lent 
a  confiderable  fum  to  the  relief  of 
the  inhabitants,  who  had  fled  into 
the  country,  and  dill  live  in  wooden 
huts. 

g  ^  Yederday  the  Rev.  Mr. 

Bate,  editor  of  a  morning 
paper,  lurrendered  himfelf  in  the 
Court  of  King’s-bench,  to  receive 
judgment  for  the  infertion  of  a  li¬ 
bel  in  his  paper  againd  the  Duke 
of  Richmond.  Mr.  Lee  and  Mr. 
Peckham  feverally  fpoke  to  the 
enormity  of  the  offence,  Mr.  Bear- 


croft  fpoke  in  extenuation  for  the 
defendant.  Mr.  Judice  Willes 
pronounced  the  judgment.  He  laid, 
that  a  gentleman  of  the  defendant’s 
fun&ion  to  employ  himfelf  in  pen¬ 
ning  paragraphs  againd  the  mod 
amiable  perfons  in  this  country  was 
very  improper.  The  defendant  was 
fentenced  to  be  in  the  cudody  of  the 
Marfhal  of  the  King’s-Rench  pri- 
fon  one  year. 

Bologna ,  June  29.  We  dill  con¬ 
tinue  to  feel  fhocks  of  earthquakes  ; 
at  St.  Donat  Della  Carda,  the  cu¬ 
rate  and  1 13  people  were  crudied, 
and  all  the  houfes  in  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  villages  dedroyed  ;  feveral 
thoufand  perfons  are  faid  to  have 
perifhed  by  thofe  fad  difaders,  and 
for  miles  together  nothing  but  ruins 
are  to  be  feen. 

Died,  fuddenly,  at  Bridol  Hot 
Wells,  Lady  Miller,  author  of 
t(  Letters  from  Italy,  by  an  Eng- 
lifhwoman,”  and  of  other  more 
glorious  works  of  charity,  huma¬ 
nity,  and  goodnefs,  which  will 
remain  more  durable  monuments 
of  her  virtues,  and  of  her  lofs. 
Her  ladyfhip  died  about  the  mid¬ 
dle  period  of  life,  in  her  chair, 
and  without  a  groan.  The  weal¬ 
thy  and  the  indigent  will  have  equal 
caufe  of  regret ;  for  fhe  did  not 
dudy  to  enlarge  and  multiply  the 
elegant  entertainments  of  the 
former,  with  more  adiduity  than 
fhe  fought  cccadon  to  adminider 
the  comforts  of  the  latter.  Of  this 
thoufands  who  have  vidted  her 
villa,  near  Bath,  or  who  refide 
near  its  vicinitv,  can  witnefs.  Her 
merits  excited  fome  envy,  but  her 
heart  retained  not  the  fenfe  of  in¬ 
juries,  and  fhe  was  not  more  eafy 
of  accefs,  than  of  conciliation. 
Few  perfons  in  the  county  of  So- 
[M]  4  merfet 
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merfet  could  be  lefs  fpared,  by  the 
fons  of  riches  or  property,  to  an 
early  tomb  ;  nor  will  any  be  more 
fmcerely  lamented  by  both. 


J  U  L  Y. 

,  Yefierday  Mr.  Attorney - 
-  11  *  general  moved  the  court  to 
pafs  ientence  upon  the  late  printer 
of  the  London  Courant,  on  the 
late  printer  of  the  Noon  Gazette, 
on  the  publifher  of  the  Morning 
Herald,  and  on  the  printer  of  the 
Gazetteer,  for  having  publifhed 
a  libel  again!!  the  Ruffian  ambaf- 
fador.  Mr.  Attorney  expatiated 
upon  the  enormity  of  the  libel, 
and  urged  the  court  to  pafs  fuch  a 
fentence  as  would  prevent  the  fur¬ 
ther  abufe  of  the  liberty  of  the 
prefs. 

After  hearing  affidavits  of  the 
different  prifoners,  the  court  were 
pleafed  to  order,  that  the  original 
publiiher  of  the  paragraph  in 
queflion  fhould  be  fined  one  hun¬ 
dred  pounds,  imprifoned  for  a 
year,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his 
confinement  be  fet  on  the  pillory 
for  one  hour.  The  Noon  Gazette 
printer,  for  having  copied  the  pa¬ 
ragraph,  was  fentenced  to  pay  a 
fine  of  100I.  and  a  year’s  im- 
prifonment ;  and,  as  he  had  alfo 
publifhed  a  paragraph  next  day, 
j  unifying  what  he  had  done,  he 
was  for  this  fecond  offence  ordered 
an  additional  fix  months  imprifon- 
ment,  and  to  hand  on  the  pillory. 
The  Morning  Herald  pubiiiher  was 
ordered  to  pay  a  fine  of  100I.  and 
to  be  imprifoned  a  year  ;  and  the 
printer  of  the  Gazetteer  (being  a 
female)  was  fentenced  to  pay  50I. 
and  to  be  imprifoned  fix  months. 

i  Yefterday  Mr,  Wheiidon, 
?  ^  *  jpubiifher  of  the  Whitehall 


Evening  Poll,  and  Mr.  Ayres, 
printer  of  the  Middlefex  Journal, 
were  ordered  to  attend  in  the  Court 
of  King’s -bench,  for  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  a  libel  againft  the  Ruffian 
ambaffador,  and  were  each  fen¬ 
tenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  iool.  and 
luffer  a  year’s  imprifonment. 

The  leffions  began  at  the  , 
Old-Bailey,  when  22  pri-  IItu4 
foners  were  tried,  feven  of  whom 
were  capitally  convided.  Nine 
were  convided  of  felony,  one  of 
petit  larceny,  and  five  were  ac¬ 
quitted. 

This  morning  came  on 
before  judge  Willes,  at  the  I^n° 
Old-Bailey,  the  trial  of  Mr.  de 
la  Motte  for  high  treafon.  Mr. 
Lutterloh,  the  chief  evidence 
againft  the  prifoner,  More  that 
he  had  been  employed  by  M.  de 
la  Motte  to  procure  for  the  French 
miniftry  the  moil  authentic  intel¬ 
ligence  refpe&ing  our  naval  ope¬ 
rations,  at  50' guineas  per  month. 
A  number  of  papers  found  in  Mr, 
Lutrerloh’s  garden  were  produced, 
and  proved  to  be  his  hand-writing, 
giving  an  exad  detail  of  the  Hate 
of  our  docks,  the  failing  of  our 
fleets,  the  number  of  men  on  board 
each  fhip,  and  other  ufeful  infor¬ 
mation,  which  had  been  obtained 
through  the  means  of  a  clerk  in 
one  of  the  public  offices  in  the 
naval  department.  Among  other 
circumftances  contained  in  thefe 
papers,  was  an  account  of  Go¬ 
vernor  Johnftone’s  intended  ope¬ 
rations.  The  trial  lafied  13  hours, 
when  the  jury,  after  a  fhort  deli¬ 
beration,  pronounced  the  prifoner 
Guilty,  when  Ientence  was  imme¬ 
diately  paned  upon  him,  *  To  be 
hanged  by  the  neck,  but  not  till 
dead  ;  then  to  be  cut  down,  aqd 
his  bowels  taken  out  and  burnt 

before 
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before  his  face,  his  head  to  be 
taken  off,  his  body  cut  into  four 
quarters,  and  to  be  at  his  majeily’s 
difpofal.  The  prifoner  received  the 
aweful  doom  with  greatpompofure, 
but  inveighed  agaiuHMr.  Lutterloh 
in  warm  terms. 

It  is  laid  that  in  the  laH  war, 
he  was  colonel  of  the  regiment  of 
Soubife,  and  behaved  on  feveral 
occafions  with  gallantry.  Upon 
the  conclufion  of  the  war  his  re¬ 
giment  was  broke  ;  foon  after  which 
the  title  of  Baron  Deckham,  with 
an  hereditary  eftate,  devolved  to 
him.  Having  lived  beyond  the 
limits  of  his  fortune,  he  retired  to 
England  fome  few  years  fince, 
where  he  has  continued  to  refide 
till  the  commiffion  of  that  a£t  which 
he  is  to  expiate  bv  the  forfeit  of  his 
life. 

Kis  behaviour  throughout  the 
whole  of  this  trying  fcene,  exhi¬ 
bited  a  combination  of  manlinefs, 
keadinefs,  and  prefence  of  mind. 
He  appeared  at  the  fame  time  po¬ 
lite,  condefcending,  and  unaffect¬ 
ed,  and,  we  prefume,  could  never 
have  flood  fo  firm  and  collected,  at 
fo  awful  a  moment,  if,  while  he 
felt  himlelf  jufily  conviCted  as  a 
traitor  to  the  Hate  which  gave  him 
protection,  he  had  not  however 
miliakenly  felt  a  confcicus  inno¬ 
cence  within  his  own  bread,  that 
he  had  devoted  his  life  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  his  country. 

The  Sheriffs  of  London  and 
Middlefex  having  received  M.  de- 
la  Motte,  on  Friday  morning, 
from  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower, 
and  being  defirous  that  he  fhould 
have  every  poffible  comfort,  took 
upon  themfelves  to  confine  him, 
on  Friday,  itv  New-prifon,  Clerk- 
enwell,  where  he  had  a  very  com¬ 
modious  apartment,  and  was  at¬ 
tended  by  one  of  the  under  fheriffs. 
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who  fat  up  in  his  bed-chamber  all 
the  night,  and  who  brought  him 
from  thence  on  Saturday  morning 
to  the  bar.  They  alfo  applied  op 
Friday,  by  letter,  to  Lord  Stor¬ 
mont,  refpeCling  the  place  of  his 
confinement,  in  cafe  of  conviction, 
reprefenting  to  his  lordfhip,  that 
in  the  prefent  ruinous  date  of 
Newgate,  there  was  no  apartment 
of  fafe  cuftody  in  that  jail,  except 
the  cells,  already  over -crowded 
with  capital  convicts,  and  that  the 
other  prifons  in  the  county  were 
not  properly  fubjeCt  to  the  control 
of- the  fheriffs  ;  humbly  fubmitting 
to  his  lordfhip,  whether  it  might 
not  be  proper,  in  cafe  the  prifoner 
fhould  be  convicted,  to  order  him  to 
be  re-committed  to  the  Tower.  Hi? 
lordfhip,  in  a  few  hours,  returned 
an  anfwer,  by  letter,  to  the  fheriffs, 
fignifying  to  them  his  majeily’s 
pieafure  (in  confequence  of  their 
reprefentation)  that  Monf.  de  la 
Motte,  if  convicled,  ihould  be  re¬ 
manded  to  the  Tower,  and  defir¬ 
ing  that  they  would  give  imme¬ 
diate  notice  to  one  of  the  principal 
fecretaides  of  flare  of  his  conviftion, 
if  it  fhould  fo  happen,  that  the 
n e cellar y  directions  might  be  given 
to  the  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower, 
to  receive  him  back  from  the  fhe- 
riffs,  into  his  cuftody.  In  confe¬ 
quence  of  this,  as  foon  as  fentence 
was  pronounced,  the  fheriffs  dif- 
patched  one  of  their  under  fheriffs 
to  the  fecretary  of  Hate’s  office, 
who,  in  little  more  than  an  hour, 
brought  back  an  order  from  Lord 
Hiliborough,  in  Lord  Stormont’s 
abfence,  to  the  Lieutenant  of  the 
Tower,  to  which  place  M.  de  la 
Motte  was  conveyed  at  twelve 
o’clock  at  night,  by  Mr.  Sheriff* 
Chrichton,  accompanied  by  Sir 
Stanier  Porten,  one  of  the  un¬ 
der  fecretaries  of  Hate,  who  hav¬ 
ing 
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leg  been  an  evidence  on  the  trial, 
was  neceffarily  attending  all  day  at 
the  Old-bailey,  and  at  the  re¬ 
quell  of  the  fheriff,  was  fo  oblig¬ 
ing  as  to  accompany  him  to  the 
Tower,  to  remove  any  difficulties 
that  might  arife  concerning  the 
receiving  of  the  prifoner  at  that 
late  hour  of  the  night.  Mr.  De 
!a  Motte  was  in  another  coach, 
attended  by  Mr.  Aker  man,  who 
fays,  that  he  never  in  his  life  faw 
a  man  in  his  lituation  with  more 
becoming  hrmnefs  and  fortitude  ; 
and  that  he  only  expreffed  the  fame 
wifh  to  him  as  he  had  to  the 
fheriffs,  that  his  diffolution  might 
be  immediate,  by  linking  off  his 
head,  if  his  majefly  would  gra- 
cioufly  grant  him  that  indulgence. 
After  waiting  about  a  quarter  of 
an  hour,  till  the  neceffary  direc¬ 
tions  could  be  obtained  for  ouen- 

JL 

ing  the  gates,  Mr.  fheriff  Crich- 
tion  delivered  over,  and  took  leave 
of  the  prifoner,  who  expreffed  in 
the  warmed;  terms,  his  mod  grate¬ 
ful  acknowledgment  to  Mr.  Sheriff 
Sainfbury  and  him,  for  their  polite 
attention  to  him  while  in  their 
cudody ;  and  particularly  for  the 
trouble  they  had  taken  in  obtain¬ 
ing  an  order,  for  his  being  fent 
back  to  the  Tower. 

Brujfeh ,  July  17.  On  Tuefday 
lad,  the  10th  ind.  their  Royal 
Higbneffes  the  Archduchefs  and 
Duke  Albert  of  Saxe  Tefchen  made 
their  firfl  public  entry  into  this 
capital,  to  take  upon  them  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  Audrian  Nether¬ 
lands.  Since  the  arrival  of  their 
royal  higbneffes  at  Bruffels,  the 
nobility,  and  other  inhabitants  of 
the  place,  have  ufed  their  ntmod 
endeavours  to  manifeft  their  un¬ 
feigned  joy  and  attachment ;  and 
the  whole  city  :  was  illuminated 
during  three  fucceffive  evenings. 


The  Ead-Idia  company 
have  received  advices  of  the  19t-  • 
fafe  arrival  of  the  following  fhips, 
which  failed  in  June,  1780,  at 
the  feverai  places  of  their  dedi¬ 
nation,  viz.  Pigot,  Capt.  Mor¬ 
gan  ;  Earl  of  Manshefld,  Capt, 
Erafer  ;  Glatton,  Captain  Cle¬ 
ments  5  Lord  Elolland,  Capt.  Wil¬ 
liams  ;  and  Vanfittart,  Captain 
Young,  at  China  :  Dartmouth, 
Capt.  Thompfon  ;  Neptune,  Capt, 
Scott ;  Belmont,  Capt.  Gamage  ; 
Grofvenor,  Captain  Coxon  ;  and 
Rochford,  Capt.  James  Todd,  at 
Coaft  and  Bay  ;  and  Royal  Admi¬ 
ral,  Hoddart,  at  Bombay. 

/ 

P or tf mouth,  July  2f.  Yederday 
failed  with  a  fair  wind  the  follow- 


ing  fhips  : 

Snips.  Guns,  Commanders. 

Britannia 

100 

|  Admiral  Darby 

1  Capt.  Biadley 

Royal  George 

too 

f  Admiral  Rofs 

1  Capt,  Bourmafter 

Victory 

100 

Howarth 

Duke 

98 

Sir  C.  Douglas 

Queen 

98 

Maitland 

F  ormidable 

98 

Cieland 

Namur 

90 

Sawyer 

Ocean 

90 

Gurry 

Union 

90 

Dalrymple 

Jarvis 

Foudroyant 

So 

Alexander 

74 

Lord  Longford 

Courageux 

74 

Lord  Mulgrave 

Cumberland 

74 

Peyton 

Edgar 

74 

Elliott 

Valiant 

74 

Goodall ! 

Defence 

74 

Cranfton 

Inflexible 

64 

Cotton 

Repulfe 

64 

Sir  Digby  Dent 

Emerald 

32 

Mar  111  all 

Ambufcade 

3^ 

Conway 

Alarm 

32- 

Cotton 

Crocodile 

2.4 

King 

Narciffus 

24 

Edwards 

Zebra 

Harpy 

1 6 

Bourchier 

Furnace 

>  Firefhips. 

31ft.  The 

Firebrand 

Lightning 
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.  The  lateft  letters  from 

Turky  ad  vile,  that  the 
plague  has  broke  out  both  at 
Smyrna  and  Cairo. 

Died,  in  Cumberland,  Tho. 
Wintrop,  a  farmer.  Though  not 
quite  80  years  of  age,  he  was  fol¬ 
lowed  to  the  grave  by  27  children, 
74  grand-children,  and  13  gteat- 
grand  children  ;  he  had  been  three 
times  married;  to  his  fir  if  wife  be¬ 
fore  he  was  17. 

In  the  county  of  Tipperary  in 
Ireland,  Mrs.  Mathew  ;  whole  fu¬ 
neral  exceeded  any  thing  of  the 
kind  ever  feen  in  that  kingdom. 
Befides  the  different  corps  of  Mr. 
Mathew’s  volunteers,  who  came 
upwards  of  20  miles  to  meet  the 
body,  and  to  pay  the  laft  honour 
fo  juftly  due  to  the  refpedted  wife 
of  their  efieemed  commander,  all 
the  nobility  and  gentry  of  the 
county  and  its  neighbourhood 
feemed  to  vie  with  each  other 
in  their  expreflions  of  forrovv.  The 
aged,  the  young,  and  infant  tears 
were  filed  for  the  death  of  this 
beauteous,  worthy,  and  accom- 
plifhed  woman.  Nor  was  this  tri¬ 
bute  more  than  juftly  due  to  fo 
much  virtue  and  exalted  merit. 
One  hundred  and  fifty  mourning 
coaches,  fifty-four  of  which  were 
drawn  by  fix  horfes,  with  a  great 
number  of  fervants,  were  fent  by 
them  to  join  the  funeral  proceffion  ; 
and  when  it  arrived  within  a  few 
miles  of  the  place  of  interment, 
every  thing  was  arranged  in  me¬ 
lancholy  fiate  and  funeral  order. 
His  Grace  the  Archbifhop  of  Ca- 
fhell,  dreffed  in  his  full  pontifi¬ 
cals,  with  his  mitre  on  his  head, 
accompanied  by  a  long  train  of  his 
diocefan  clergy,  appeared,  and 
joined  the  folemn  march,  as  did 


alfo  the  titular  or  Popifli  Arch- 
bilhop,  with  his  clergy,  together 
with  the  greateft  tenantry  in  Ire¬ 
land  ;  alfo  one  hundred  and  twenty 
domeftics  dreffed  in  black,  and  a 
numerous  train  of  old  men  and 
women  in  deep  mourning,  peti¬ 
tioners,  who  were  cloathed  and 
fed  by  the  humane  hand  of  this 
charitable  woman  ;  and  almoft  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  country- 
round.  The  place  of  interment 
of  that  antient  and  refpedlable  fa¬ 
mily  is  in  the  centre  of  Thomafi- 
town-park  (the  greatefi:  and  moft 
princely  demefne  in  this  kingdom), 
■embowered  in  a  wood,  in  the  ce- 
metery  of  a  ruined  mcnafiery ;  to 
this  there  is  no  road ;  but  the 
peafantry  of  the  place,  unfolicit- 
ed,  and  of  their  own  free  motion, 
fince  the  death  of  their  much- loved 
and  lamented  miftrefs,  gravelled 
a  road  through  the  park-,  of  fome 
miles  in  length  to  it,  and  over  the 
facred  fpot  where  her  remains 
were  to  be  depofited,  erefled  with 
pious  hands  a  rude  though  hand- 
fome  maufoleum.  The  procef-, 
fion,  which  extended  near  five 
miles,  being  arrived  here,  his 
grace  the  archbifhop  performed 
the  funeral  fervice,  whole  diftrefs 
was  fo  vifible,  and  whofe  feelings 
were  fo  nicely  expreffed,  with  the 
circumftances  of  the  place,  the 
number,  and  the  unfeigned  for- 
row  of  thole  who  alfifled,  added  an. 
awful  dignity  to  this  grand  and 
mournful  feene.  Eight  noblemen 

O 

bore  the  pall  on  this  occafion.  The 
family  diflentions,  which  for  a  cen*r 
tury  have  divided  the  great  people 
of  the  country,  feemed  to  be  buried 
with  the  body,  and  is  an  happy 
prefage  of  fucceeding  days  of  peace 
and  harmony. 


AUGUST. 


iggl  ANNUAL  E 

A  U  G  U  S  T. 

Lieut.  Macdougall,  of  his 
majefcy’s  cutter  Flying  Fiffi, 
captured  off  Whitby  the  Maro 
|>eur  privateer,  of  14  fix  and  four 
pounders,  and  74  men,  belonging 
to  Dunkirk,  with  the  lofs  of  one 
man  killed  and -nine  wounded.  The 
enemy  had  four  killed  and  ten 
wounded.  The  Flying  Fife  mounts 
12  carriage  guns  and  64  men. 

Ment Auguft  6,  Our  elector 
Fas  obtained  the  pope’s  permiffion 
to  aboliih  two  of  the  richeff  con¬ 
sents  in  this  city,  and  the  bull, 
permitting  the  laid  fuppreffion, 
contains  a  remarkable  exhortation 
to  the  Catholic  princes,  that  they 
will,  as  much  as  in  their  power, 
prevent  the  Pro  Cedants  from' avail¬ 
ing  themfeives  of  the  abolition  of 
religious  houfes  in  favour  of  their 
it  hi  fm. 

Fortitude ,  at  Sea,  Aug .  7,  17S2. 

The  admiral  defires  the  captains 
of  his  ra  a  jelly’s  fhips  who  were  in 
the  line  on  the  *  5 th  t&  accept 
and  communicate  to  the  officers 
and  feamen  of  the  fhips  they  com¬ 
manded,  his  thanks  and  perfect 
approbation  of  their  good  condud 
and  bravery  fhown  on  that  day. 

H.  Parker. 

10th  Thurrda7  came  on 

before  the  lord  chancellor, 
st  Lincoln  $ -inn -hall,  the  hearing' 
of  a  petition  from  a  young  gen¬ 
tleman,  entitled,  when  of  age, 
zo  an  ell  ate  of  600I.  a  year,  be- 
fid.es  considerable  perfonal  effeds, 
.complaining  of  a  perfon  having 
cut  down  timber  upon  the  eftate  to 
the  value  of  800L  and  requeuing 
hh  lordffiip  to  order  the  payment 
pf  this  money  into  the  Court  of 

*  L*  the  adion  with  the  D 
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Chancery.  The  folici tor-general 
made  dome  remarks  on  the  con- 
dud  of  the  perfon.  Mr.  Price,  on 
the  part  of  the  perfon,  faid  he 
hoped  his  lordfhip  would  permit 
his  client  to  dedud  about  400 1. 
which  he  had  expended  in  the 
education  of  the  young  gentle¬ 
man,  and  alfo  Food  engaged  by 
contrad  for  further  Aims  to  his 
fchoolmafter:  but  the  lord  chan¬ 
cellor  laid.  No  :  the  prefen t  ap¬ 
plication  was  confined  only  to  the 
boo  1.  and  every  Hulling  of  that 
money  his  lordfhip  ordered  into 
court. 

hy  hitcbflh*  Letters  were  this  day 
received  from  Peter  Chefter,  E% 
late  Governor  of  Weil  Florida, 
giving  an  account  of  the  furrender 
of  that  province  to  the  arms  of 
Spain.  That  the  garrifon  was 
obliged  to  capitulate  on  the  3th 
of  May,  and  the  articles  were 
Signed  on  the  9th,  by  which  the 
Hritiib.  troops,  &c.  were  allowed 
1.0  march  out  with  the  honours  of 
war,  to  be  conduded  to  one  of 
the  ports  belonging  to  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  the  port  of  St.  Auguftine  and 
the  Liana  of  Jamaica  only  except¬ 
ed  ana  not  to  ferve  againft  Spain 
or  her  allies  until  properly  ex¬ 
changed. 

,  Hague,  Sept.  14.  The  Prince 
S tad t holder  returned  yefferday  from 
the  i  exel  to  tne  Maijon  de  Fois  at 
two  o’clock  in  the  morning.  We 
have  learned  the  following  parti¬ 
culars  refpeding  his  voyage,  which 
are  too  intereiiing  to  be  paffed 
over  in  filence.  ills  ferene  high- 
riels  was  accompanied  by  his  cham¬ 
berlains  v Baron  de  Iveil,  and  the 
Comte  de  Heiden,  and  General 
Stocken.  He  was  received  at  th-e 

tell  off  the  Dogger  Bank. 


Helder 
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Helder  on  the  8th,  by  the  Baron 
de  Boetzelaer,  deputy  from  the 
body  of  the  nobles  of  the  province 
of  Holland  to  the  admiralty  at 
Amfterdam,  and  by  Mr.  Boreel, 
advocate- fitcal,  to  the  admiralty, 
and  the  principal  naval  officers  who 
were  at  anchor  in  the  Texel.  The 
prince  entered  a  {loop  with  Admi¬ 
ral  Hartfink,  and  failed  for  the 
man  of  war  L’Admiral  Genera1, 
where  he  held  a  council  of  war, 
the  iffue  of  which  was,  to  give  or¬ 
ders  for  difpatching  the  Ajax  cut¬ 
ter,  and  le  Dauphin,  to  recon¬ 
noitre.  Orders  were  alfo  given 
for  the  Jafon  and  la  Bellone  fri¬ 
gates,  of  36  guns  each,  being  fta- 
tioned  at  the  entrance  of  the  har¬ 
bour.  On  the  10th,  the  Ajax 
reported,  having  feen  five  Eng- 
liffi  men  of  war,  and  a  cutter  ; 
and  they  foon  after  came  within 
view  of  the  port,  upon  which  le 
Bud  Baveland  of  64  guns,  was  dif- 
patched  to  reinforce  la  jafon,  and 
la  Bellone.  Towards  evening,  our 
lhips  and  thofe  belonging  to  the 
Englifh,  being  within  fight  of 
each  other.  Rear  -  admiral  Van 
Braam,  to  whom  his  fer.ene  high- 
refs  had  given  the  command  of  the 
fleet,  gave  the  fignal  for  weighing 
anchor;  on  the  nth  the  whole 
fleet  fet  fail,  and  was  to  be  joined 
by  the  ffiips  in  the  Vlie,  with  our 
merchantmen  that  were  bound  for 
the  Baltic  ;  and  as  the  Meufe  di- 
vifion  had  put  to  fea  on  the  10th 
at  fix  in  the  evening,  it  is  proba¬ 
ble  that  it  is  reinforced  by  this 
time,  or  at  leaft,  that  it  foon  will 
be. 

_  .  St.  Janies' s.  The  king  and 
*7*  the  Prince  of  Wales  embark¬ 
ed  at  Greenwich  in  different  yatchs, 
and  proceeding  down  the  river 
were  fainted  as  they  paffed  Wool¬ 


wich  Warren,  by  the  Blips  in 
Long  Reach,  and  by  Tilbury  and 
Gravefend  forts,  and  aboitt  four 
in  the  afternoon  anchored  in  Sea. 
Reach. 

The  yachts  got  under  -  , 
way  at  five  in  the  morning,  3  '  U 
and  arrived  at  Blackftak.es  about 
nine;  went  on  fhore,  and  vifited  tbs? 
dock-yard  and  n ew  fortifications.,, 
About  12  they  left  the  yard  and  re¬ 
turned  to  the  Nore,  where  they  were 
faluted  by  Vice-ad  m.  Parker  an i 
his  fquadron,  who  were  that  mo¬ 
ment  come  to  an  anchor.  The 
vice-admiral  had  the  honour  or 
dining  with  his  majeffy  ;  -and  m 
the  evening  the  king  and  the 
prince  went  on  board  the  Forti¬ 
tude,  in  which  Blip  the  admiral's 
flag  was  flying.  The  royal  Band- 
ard  was  hoifted,  and  the  whole 
fleet  faluted  with  25  guns  each. 
His  majeffy  foon  after  retired  int* 
the  great  cabbin,  where  the  cap¬ 
tains  and  officers  of  the  fquacbea 
were  gracioufly  received,  and  had 
the  honour  to  kifs  his  majeffy ’s 
hand.  His  majeffy  and  the  prince, 
after  vifiting  the  feveral  parts  of 
the  fhip,  returned  to  their  yachts., 
and  failed  for  Chatham,  where 
they  arrived  at  9  next  day. 

This  day  an  exprefs  arrived  g  , 
at* the  admiralty  from  Admiral  " 
Darby,  with  an  account  of  his  fafe  ar¬ 
rival,  with  the  following  ffiips  under 
his  command,  off  Torbay,  from  j 1 
cruife. 

Ships.  Guns.  Commanders. 

t,  .  S  Vice  Ad.  Darby 

Britannia.  100  J  Capt.  Bouraifier 

Royal  George  100  Bradley 

Victory  100  Howarth 

Queen  98  Maitland 

Duke  98  Sir  C.  Douglas 

Formidable  98  Stanton 

Namur  90  Sawyer 

Ocean  90  Gurry 


\ 


Unioa 
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Union 

90 

Dalryrnple 

Foudroyant 

80 

Jervis 

Marlborough 

74 

Penny 

Courageux 

74 

Lord  Mulgrave 

Valiant 

74 

Goodall 

Defence 

74 

Cranfton 

Cumberland 

74 

Peyton  , 

Arrogant 

74 

Corn  Ifli 

Conqueror 

74 

Balfour 

Alexander 

74 

Lord  Longford 

Hercules 

74 

Brifbane 

Edgar 

74 

Bofton 

Repulfe 

64 

Sir  Digby  Dent 

Indexible 

64 

Cotton 

Medway 

60 

Hammond 

'Twelve  large 

frigates,  fix  of  whi 

mount  36  guns,  and  fix  fire-ftiips. 


Gloucej'ler,  Aug.  zo.  A  neat  marble 
monument  has  been  lately  erefled  in 
cur  cathedral,  to  the  memory  of  Dr. 
Warburton,  late  bifbop  of  this  dio- 
cefe,  upon  which  appears  the  following 

infcription  : - -  f 

To  the  memory  of 

WILLIAM  WARBURTON,  D.  D. 
For  more  than  xix  years  Bishop  of  this 
See. 

A  Prelate 

Of  the  moft  fublime  Genius,  and  ex - 
quifite  Learning. 

Both  which  Talents 
He  employed,  through  a  long  Life, 

In  the  fuppert 

Of,  what  he  firmly  believed. 

The  CHRISTIAN  RELIGION  j 
And 

Of  what  he  efteemed  the  beft  eftabli/li- 
ment  of  it. 

The  CHURCH  of  ENGLAND  ; 

He  was  born  at  Newark  upon  Trent, 
Dec.  24.  1698. 

Was  confecrated  Bishop  of  Gloucefter, 
Jan.  20,  1760. 

Hied  at  his  Palace/  in  this  City,  Tune 
7>  *779- 

And  was  buried  near  this  Place. 
^Beneath  the  Entablature  is  the  head 
the  bifhop  in  a  medallion. 

Tied,  in  Liquorpond  -  ftreetj 
Efther  Davies,  aged  103.  She 
had  fubfifted  by  charity  above  30 
years,  and  hoarded  near  one  hun¬ 


dred  and  ftxty  pounds,  which  were 
found  in  her  lodgings. 

At  Carrickfergus,  Patrick  Blak- 
eney,  Elq;  aged  104,  formerly  a 
captain  in  the  army,  and  ferved 
under  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 

On  Windfor-  foreft,  John  Arm- 
ftrong,  aged  99  years,  who  had  been 
a  wood-cutter  on  , that  foreft  in  the 
reign  of  three  kings. 


SEPTEMBER. 

Conjlantinople ,  Sept.  1.  The  trou¬ 
bles  which  prevail  in  Egypt  oblige 
the  Porte  to  fend  a  conftderable 
army  thither.  A  revolt  is  alfo 
broke  out  in  Romelia,  principally 
in  the  diftridl  of  Kirkiiick  ;  and 
the  commandants  who  were  lent 
thither  to  punifti  the  mutineers, 
have  been  maftacred  by  them,  as 
well  as  the  greateft  part  of  the  fol- 
diers  under  their  command. 

This  day  at  noon  the  lord  mayor 
held  a  wardmote  in  the  veftry  of 
St.  Mary-le-Bow  Church,  Cheap- 
ftde,  for  the  eleflion  of  an  Aider- 
man  of  Cordwainer’s  ward  in  the 
room  ot  the  late  Alderman  Hayiey, 
deceafed. 

_  Two  candidates  only  offered, 
viz.  William  Pickett,  Efq;  citi¬ 
zen  and  goldfmith,  and  Barnard 
Turner,  Efq;  captain  of  the  city 
aftbciation  ;  both  thefe  gentlemen 
addreffed  the  aftembly  in  the  ufual 
manner. 

Upon  the  fhow  of  hands,  which 
were  held  up  twice,  to  prevent 
miftake,  the  lord  mayor  declared 
the  majority  to  be  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Turner,  but  a  poll  was  de¬ 
manded  by  the  friends  of  Mr. 
Pickett ;  however,  Mr.  Pickett 
foon  after  thought  proper  to  re- 
linquilh  the  coriteft,  in  a  hand- 

fome 
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fome  fpeech,  expreflive  of  his  high 
opinion  of  Mr.  Turner,  and  vvilh- 
ing  him  health  to  enjoy  the  gown. 

,  Yefierday  afternoon,  about 
*  five  o’clock,  a  dilturbance 
broke  out  in  New-prifon,  Clerk- 
enwell,  which  has  been  fome  time 
expedted,  on  account  of  the  great 
number  of  prifouers  confined  there, 
(upwards  of  200)  there  being  no 
part  of  Newgate  tenable  but  the 
condemned  cells.  Several  magi- 
flrates  aiTembled  on  Saturday,  and 
took  every  precaution  in  their 
power.  A  woman  brought  a 
hanger  concealed  into  the  prifon, 
with  which  the  ringleader  armed 
himfelf,  rufhed  between  the  gates, 
and  attacked  the  Turnkey,  but 
was  fortunately  feized,  and  fe- 
verely  wounded  in  the  ftruggle  : 
the  rnofl  adtive  of  the  prifoners 
had  in  the  mean  time  forced  the 
others,  with  drawn  knives,  to 
join  them  in  a  general  attempt  to 
force  open  the  gates  ;  but  the 
fentinels  being  now  alarmed,  a 
ferjeant’s  guard,  which  attends 
the  prifon,  turned  out,  and  fired 
about  fifty  fhot  into  the  prifon- 
yard,  by  which  three  prifoners  were 
killed,  and  twelve  wounded  :  the 
prifoners  then  fubmitted,  and  were 
properly  fe cured. 

The  ringleader  in  the  above  riot 

was  - Trentham,  who  had 

got  his  irons  entirely  off ;  the  fe- 
cond  was  one  Lee,  committed  for 
coining,  whofe  irons  were  favved 
fo  nearly  through,  that  a  flight 
touch  with  the  fingers  would  have 
broke  them  afunder  ;  and  the  third 
was  a  man  for  houfe-'breaking. 
Thefe  three  were  killed. 

Hague,  Sept.  iS.  We  are  allured 
that  the  Dutch  fquadron,  which 
put  to  fea  to  effort  the  trade  to  the 
Baltffk,  is  returned  into  port,  by 


[191 

order  of  the  court,  who  feared 
they  would  not  be  ftrong  enough 
to  refill  the  Englifh  forces,  now 
the  combined  fleets  have  finifhed 
their  cruize.  One  of  the  faid 
Dutch  fleet,  called  the  Prince 
Willem,  of  74  guns,  by  the  ig¬ 
norance  of  the  pilot,  flruck  a 
fand-bank,  near  the  Helder,  and 
is  totally  loft,  but  the  crew  are 
faved. 

Yeflerday  the  feflions  . 
ended  at  the  Old-Bailey,  ^ 
when  22  capital  convidls  received 
judgment  of  death. 

The  Recorder,  when  he  paffed 
fentence  on  the  above-mentioned 
22  capital  convidls,  remarked,  that 
the  number  of  offenders  every  fef- 
flons  fhewed  fo  much  the  increafe 
of  vice,  that  he  was  afraid  it  would 
become  neceffary  to  withhold  mer¬ 
cy,  by  way  of  deterring  in  the 
utmofi  degree  the  repetition  of 
thofe  daring  robberies  which  had 
lately  alarmed  the  metropolis  : 
he  faid  the  experiment  had  been 
tried  with  fuccefs,  at  a  time  like 
the  prefent,  when  the  town  a- 
bounded  with  defperadoes,  to  con¬ 
demn  all  to  their  fentence,  and  he 
did  apprehend  the  dreadful  trial 
would  be  renewed.  He  therefore 
advifed  the  convidls  to  a  ferious 
and  unfeigned  repentance. 

The  following  Eaft-Indiamen  are 
taken  up  by  the  company,  in  addition 
to  thofe  already  intended  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  their  fervice  the  follow¬ 
ing:  ffafon,  which  will  make  iri  all 
twenty- feven  fail : 

Bute,  Britifh  King, 

Ankerwyke,  Europa, 
Shrewfbury,  Godfrey, 

Talbot,  Royal  George* 

Gatton, 

Every  Eall-Indiaman  which  goes 
out  this  enfuing  ffafon  will  take 

a  quota 
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a  quota  of  foldiers  for  the  fervice 
of  the  company,  amounting  to 
3560  for  each  fn ip.  As  27  fhips 
are  in  the  whole  to  fail,  this  will 
conftitute  all  together,  an  army  of 
6020  men.  Thefe  foldiers  will 
fill  the  fhips  fo  completely,  that 
an  order  has  been  given,  that  no 
ladies  (hall  be  received  on  board 
as  paffengers,  which  is  a  very  un- 
ufual  prohibition.  The  captains 
of  the  different  veffels  have  been, 
alfo  abridged  in  their  privilege  of 
private  quantity  ;  the  eilabliihed 
weight  which  they  have  been  per¬ 
mitted  to  carry,  for  years  back, 
on  their  own  account,  having  been 
£iity-fix  ton,  and  it  is  now  reduced 
to  eighteen,  for  the  conveyance 
©f  the  foldiers ;  but  as  a  compen- 
fation  for  this  diminution  in  the 
quantity,  they  have  been  permit¬ 
ted  to  carry  copper,  which  was 
previouily  prohibited  ;  and  this 
article  bears  fo  high  a  value  in 
India,  that  it  is  thought  the  eigh¬ 
teen  ton  of  that  freight  will  be 
equal  in  profit  to  the  56  tons  of  any 
other  materials. 

22(j  A  general  meeting  of  the 
proprietors  of  bank  hock, 
agreeably  to  advertifement  in  the 
Gazette  for  that  purpofe,  was  held 
at  the  great  room  in  the  bank  on 
Wednesday  laft,  to  -  determine  by 
ballot  the  following  queilion  :  4  if 
it  was  the  fenfe  of  the  proprietors 
to  increafe  their  dividend  one  half 
per  cent/  which  was  carried,  fo 
that  it  will  now  be  fix  per  cent. 
-- —  Thurfday  the  faid  proprietors 
had  a  general  meeting  in  order  to 
confirm  the  ballot  of  the  preced¬ 
ing  day,  and  alfo  to  make  a  call 
of  eight  per  cent,  on  the  capital 
iiock  ol  the  company,  which  was 
agreed  to,  and  to  be  paid  in  as 
under— 
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— 1  per  cent,  the  19th  of  OB, 

2  per  cent,  the  20th  of  Dec® 

2  per  cent,  the  17th  Jan. 

3  per  cent,  the  15th  of  Feb. 

8  per  cent,  which  will  make 
an  increafe  to  their  capital  ftopk 
of 

862,400 

10,780,000  former  capital. 

11,642,400/.  their  capital  dock 
now.  So  that  the  intereil  at  6  per 
cent,  will  be  698,544!.  per  an¬ 
num. 

Yefterday  came  on  at  , 
Guildhall  the  election  of  a  8 

reprefentative  in  parliament  for 
this  city,  in  the  room  of  George 
Hay  ley,  Efq;  deceafed.  The  two 
candidates  were  the  lord  mayor 
and  Alderman  Clark.  The  court 
being  opened  by  the  common 
cryer,  the  recorder  and  city  re¬ 
membrancer  came  forward  on  the 
huttings,  and  acquainted  the  li¬ 
very  with  the  buiinefs  of  the  day. 
After  the  ufual  ceremonies  were 
obferved,  the  two  candidates  were 
put  in  nomination  ;  and  on  the 
ihew  of  hands,  the  fneriffs  were  of 
opinion  the  choice  had  fallen  on 
the  lord  mayor,  but  to  remove  ail 
doubt  they  were  put  up  a  fecond 
time,  when  the  iliew  appearing 
greatly  in  favour  of  the  lord  mayor, 
his  loralhip  was  declared  duly 
eletffed.  He  addreffed  the  livery 
in  a  fpeech  of  fome  length,  thank¬ 
ing  them  for  the  honour  they  had 
conferred  on  him,  and  promifing 
to .  exert  his  utmofi  endeavours  on 
every  occaiion  to  fupport  the  con- 
fiitution  of  his  country,  and  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  his  fellow 
citizens.  Mr.  Alderman  Clark 
alfo  fpoke  a  few  words  on  the  oc- 
fion.  A  poll  was  then  demand- 
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ed  in  favour  of  Alderman  Clark, 
which  began  at  three  o’clock  and 
clofed  at  five. 

Died,  at  Rotterdam,  one  Rich¬ 
ard  Solomons,  aged  no  years. 

In  St.  John’s-ttreet,  Thomas 
Theebridge,  who  had  by  his  wife 
thirty-fix  children,  all  born  alive, 
twelve  of  whom  are  now  living. 
He  was  fifty  years  painter  to  the 
Charter- houfe. 


OCTOBER. 

On  Saturday  a  common 
hall  was  convened,  according 
to  the  annual  cuilom  on  Michael- 
mas-day,  to  eledt  a  lord  mayor  for 
the  enfuing  year.  The  poll  for  a 
member  of  parliament,  then  car¬ 
rying  on,  was  accordingly  adjourn¬ 
ed  by  proclamation,  at  one  o’clock, 
and  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen, 
with  their  attendants,  being  feat- 
ed,  the  recorder  declared  the  pur- 
pofe  of  the  meeting  in  a  fhort 
fpeech.  He  faid,  that  “  though 
he  was  happy  at  all  times  to  have 
an  occafion  of  addrefling  himfelf 
to  the  livery  whom  he  fo  much  re- 
fpedled,  he  did  not  think  proper 
to  interrupt  the  bufinefs  in  which 
they  were  at  prefent  engaged, 
longer  than  it  was  necefTary,  by 
any  fpeech  of  his.  They  well 
knew  the  purpofe  for  which  they 
were  convened,  and  the  import¬ 
ance  of  it,  namely,  to  eledt  a  lord 
mayor  for  the  enfuing  year,  as 
chief  magiftrate  of  the  firft  city  in 
the  world ;  and  from  the  prudent 
choice  they  had  been  accuftomed 
to  make  in  former  years,  he  doubt¬ 
ed  not  that  they  would  make  as 
wife  an  eledion  of  a  proper  perfon 
at  prefent.” 

Voi..  XXIV. 


The  lord  mayor  and  aldermen 
then  returned  to  the  council  cham¬ 
ber,  and  the  fheriffs  remained  on. 
the  huttings  to  nominate  the  fe- 
veral  aldermen  who  had  ferved  the 
office  of  fheriff,  for  the  livery  to 
return  two,  according  to  the  cuf- 
tom  of  the  city,  whofe  names  are 
immediately  to  be  carried  by  the 
fheriffs  to  the  court  of  aldermen, 
who  fcrafch  for  which  of  the  names 
they  approve. 

The  greatett  (hew  of  hands  ap¬ 
peared  for  Mr.  Alderman  Plomer, 
The  appearance  was  doubtful  be¬ 
tween  Mr.  Alderman  Peckhara, 
and  Mr.  Alderman  Newnham, 
who  were  next  in  number  ;  but, 
upon  a  fecond  fhew  of  hands  be¬ 
ing  demanded  by  the  fheriffs,  it 
was  decifive  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Newnham. 

The  aldermen  focn  returned 
from  the  council  chamber,  and  it 
was  announced,  that  the  election 
had  fallen  upon  Mr.  Plomer,  who 
then  came  forward,  and  fpoke  to 
the  following  purport : 

iC  Give  me  leave  to  return  you 
my  thanks  for  the  fhare  you  have 
had  in  eleding  me  to  an  office  fo 
honourable  and  fo  important  ;  it 
fhall  be  my  endeavour  to  merit 
your  approbation,  and  to  promote 
the  happinefs  of  my  fellow-citi¬ 
zens. 

“  I  hope  to  be  favoured  with 
your  advice  and  affittance,  when¬ 
ever  it  fhall  be  necefTary  for  me  to 
call  you  together  ;  it  will  give  me 
great  pleafure  to  ad  in  coaj unc¬ 
tion  with  you,  gentlemen,  who 
I  am  certain  will  not  millead  me  ; 
it  is  my  defire  alfo  to  live  friendly 
and  upon  good  turms,  not  only 
with  every  member  of  the  court, 
but  likewife  with  all  perfops  what- 
foever.” 

[m 
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The  poll  for  member  of  parlia¬ 
ment  was  tfren  refumed. 

At  the  final  dole  of  the  poll  on 
Saturday  at  four  o'clock,  for  a 
member  to  reprefent  this  city  in 
parliament,  the  numbers  were, 
for  Sir  Watkin  Lewes  2685  ;  for 
Mr.  Alderman  Clark  2387  ;  ma¬ 
jority  for  Sir  Watkin  Lewes  298. 

Sir  Watkin  Lewes  then  came 
forward  on  the  huihngs,  and  thank¬ 
ed  the  livery  for  this  fignal  mark 
of  their  approbation,  alluring 
them,  that  on  his  part  nothing 
fhould  be  wanting  to  fupport  the 
principles  which  he  had  always 
maintained,  and  to  merit  the  ho¬ 
nour  conferred  on  him.  An  uni¬ 
formity  of  condudl  he  would  en¬ 
deavour  always  to  preferve,  and 
no  influence  fhould  ever  bribe  him 
to  defert  the  caufe  in  whicn  he  had 
engaged,  or  betray  the  tnaffc  his 
fellow  citizens  had  repoled  in  him. 
Alderman  Clark  made  a  fhort 
fpeech,  thanking  his  friends  for 
the  affiftance  they  had  given  him 
during  the  poll.  Alderman  Wool¬ 
dridge  attempted  to  fpeak,  but  the 
noife  was  fo  great  that  he  could 
not  be  heard.  v 

Cadiz,  Oa .  2.  Advices  have 
been  received  which  confirm  the 
account  that  the  revolt  at  Peru 
had  entirely  fublided  ;  that  "I  upac 
Amora,  the  leader  of  the  revolters, 
had  been  taken,  and  with  his  fa¬ 
mily,  and  the  principal  officers, 
fenp  to  Cufco.  Don  Jofeph  de 
Vella,  the  Spanifh  general,  on 
entering  Tupac’s  capital,  ordered 
38  of  the  revolters  to  be  imme¬ 
diately  hanged.  Six  pieces  of 
cannon,  fix  chefis  of  money,  alfo 
a  large  quantity  of  arms,,  powder, 
and  ammunition,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  Don  Jofeph,  together 
with  two  packets  of  papers,  con¬ 
i' 
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taining  the  correfpondence  main¬ 
tained  by  the  revolters,  which 
will  afford  an  infight  into  the  pro¬ 
moters  and  concealed  abettors  of 
this  rebellion. 

Turin,  Oa.  3.  On  the  29th 
pa  ft  her  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Princefs  Carolina,  fourth  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  King  of  Sardinia,  was 
married  to  his  Serene  Highnefs 
Prince  Anthony,  brother  to  the 
Eleblor  of  Saxony.  His  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Piedmont, 
was  proxy  upon  this  occafion.  A 
few  hours  after  the  ceremony, 
the  debtor’s  ambaffador  extraor¬ 
dinary  fetout  for  Augfburgh,  where 
he  will  wait  to  receive  the  prin¬ 
cefs,  and  condufl  her  to  Drefden. 
Her  royal  highnefs  went  from 
Moncallier  the  next  day,  and  was 
accompanied  as  far  as  Vercelu  by 
the  King  and  Queen  of  Sardinia, 
and  the  Prince  and  Princefs  of 
Piedmont  ;  and  yefterday  their 
majefties,  with  their  royal  . high- 
neffes,  returned  to  Moncallier. 

Edinburgh,  Qd.  6.  On  Monday 
laft  fome  trials  were  made  of  th« 
hundred  pounder  carronade  lately 
mounted  on  the  battery  at  Lekb ; 
a  gentleman  who  was  preient  in¬ 
forms  us,  that  the  gun,  being 
loaded  with  11  pounds  of  powder, 
and  elevated  to  15  degrees,  threw 
its  fhot  about  two  miles  into  the 
fea  ;  and,  by  way  of  comparative 
trial  with  one  of  the  24  pounder 
guns  belonging  t£?  the  battery,  a 
{hot  was  fired  at  the  fame  rime 
from  one  of  them,  with  the  fame 
quantity  of  powder  and  elevation, 
and  by  the  obfervation  of  the 
guard  and  others  at  the  end  of  tkc 
pier,  the  100  pound  fliot  went  far¬ 
ther  than  the  24  pounder  by  about 
30  yards.  Another  trial  was  made  at 
an  elevation  of  four  degrees,  when 


the  24  pounder  fhot  ranged  be¬ 
tween  300  and  400  yards  farther 
than  the  100  pound  carronade. 

Several  other  experiments  were 
made  on  this  gun,  by  firing  at  a 
mark,  and  throwing  fhells  and 
grape  lhot,  all  which  feemed  to 
fucceed  perfectly  well.  There  was 
a  number  of  fpe&ators  upon  this 
occafion,  among  whom  were  the 
Duke  ol  Buccleugh,  the  lord  advo¬ 
cate,  Capt.  James  Fergufon,  of 
the  navy,  &c.  who  all  feemed 
much  fatisfied  with  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  the  gun. 

Brazil,  in  Switzerland,  Oct .  7. 

Some  matters  relative  to  the  efta- 
blifhing  peace  in  Geneva,  which 
the  cantons  of  Zurich  and  Berne 
could  not  fo  well  determine,  have 
been  twice  debated  upon  in  the 
council  of  the  King  of  France,  and 
after  mature  deliberation  upon  the 
nature  and  caufes  of  the  diffenfiorw 
at  Geneva,  his  majefty  perceives 
that  the  guarantee  he  granted  that 
little  republic  in  1738,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  cantons  of  Zurich 
and  Berne,  fo  far  from  contribut¬ 
ing  to  its  tranquillity,  has  only 
lerved  to  foment  the  fpirit  of  dif- 
cord  among  the  citizens  of  Gene¬ 
va.  This,  together  with  the  con- 
fideration  how  improper  it  is  for 
the  differences  of  an  inconfiderable 
people  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
minifters  of  a  great  king,  has  in¬ 
duced  his  majefiy  to  write  to  the 
Cantons,  co-guarantees  with  him, 
of  the  regulation  of  1738,  and  to 
the  republic  of  Geneva,  that  he 
holds  himfelf  from  henceforward, 
difengaged  from  the  guarantee  of 
the  republic  of  Geneva,  and  that 
he  leaves  it  entirely  to  them  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  reftore  peace  to  that 
republic  ;  neverthelefs  that  his 
o*vn  infer^ft  will  not  fuffer  him  to 


fee  with  an  indifferent  eye  any  in” 
novation  in  the  government,  or 
any  dilorderly  tumult,  but  will, 
in  any  fuch  cafe,  ufe  the  power  he 
has  in  his  hands  to  put  an  end  to 
them. 

Cadiz, ,  Oft,  8.  This  morning 
the  difagreeable  news  was  brought 
to  camp  of  the  lofs  of  three  trans¬ 
ports  from  Carthagena,  having  on 
board,  faefides  ftores,  provifions, 
and  ammunition,  a  regiment  of 
light  infantry,  confifting  of  700 
men,  which  marched  from  Cor¬ 
dova,  and  all  the  officers,  feamen, 
and  foldiers,  periiiied  in  tlie  lea. 

An  in  fiance  of  recovery 
which  lately  took  place  in 
the  Liverpool  Infirmary,  not  more 
remarkable  than  pieafing,  was 
laid  before  the  public,  by  order 
cf the  board. 

A  hale,  firong,  man  of  32, 
Ifaac  Ellifon,  of  Saint  Helen’s, 
was  attacked  by  a  fever  in  June, 
lafi,  in  which  he  was  delirious, 
and  which  continued  eleven  days. 
From  that  time  he  loft  entirely 
both  his  fpeech  and  hearing,  tho’ 
his  health  and  ftrength  returned 
perfedly,  and  he  could  explain 
himfelf  clearly  and  fenfibly  by 
writing.  When  he  had  remained 
in  this  ftate  above  two  months  af¬ 
ter  his  fever  left  him,  he  applied 
to  the  infirmary,  and  was  admit¬ 
ted  an  in-patient.  In  about  a 
week  afterwards  he  heard  the 
clock  ftrike  and  a  mufauet  fired, 
though,  when  admitted,  he  was 
not  fenfible  of  the  loudeft,  neither 
was  he  capable  of  uttering  the 
leaft  found.  Within  a  fortnight 
he  could  hear  a  per fon  fpeaking 
moderately  loud  near  his  ear,  and 
could  anfvver  very  intelligibly  in 
a  whifper,  and  before  he  had  been 
a  month  in  the  infirmary  he  could 
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hear  perfectly,  and  his  fpeech  was 
reflored  to  him. — The  means  Dr. 
Houldon  employed  for  his  relief 
were  chiefly  bleeding,  the  dry 
vomit,  warm  bath,  aether  and  elec¬ 
tricity. 

,  ,  On  Saturday  night  Mr. 
loth.  ^-rjcjcetj  m ar dial  of  the  High 

Court  of  Admiralty,  arrived  in 
town  with  Ryan  and  feveral  other 
prifoners.  Ryan  was  put  under 
an  arred,  and  flept  that  night  at 
a  houfe  in  Do&ors  Commons. 

Yederday  Ryan  and  his  mate 
were  examined  before  the  vvorfhip- 
ful  William  Wynne,  Dodor  of 
Laws,  and  king’s  advocate,  at  the 
Horn  Tavern,  in  Dodors  Com¬ 
mons,  and  fully  committed  to 
HeW'Prifon,  Clerkenwell. 

The  only  queftions  alked  of  Ryan 
were  the  following,  viz.  Whe¬ 
ther  his  name  was  Ryan  ?  Whe¬ 
ther  the  names  Luke  Ryan,  figned 
to  the  bond  for  his  Englifh  Letter 
of  Marque,  which  was  produced 
to  him,  were  of  his  hand  writing  ?■ 
To  both  of  which  he  anfwered 
in  the  affirmative,  which  was  the 
whole  of  the  examination* 

Both  Ryan  and  his  mate  feemed 
much  affeded  with  their  commit¬ 
ment,  wrung  their  hands  and 
wept,  and  feemed  in  very  great 
agitation,  Ryan  fays,  that  the 
mate,  when  he  engaged  him,  was 
ilarving  in  France,  and  (hipped 
himfelf  with  him  as  an  American, 
and  he  indds  that  America  is  the 
place  of  his  birth. 

^  The  young  Dauphin  of 
France  was  baptized  by  the 
name  of  Louis  Jofeph  Xavier  Fran-* 
§.ois*  The  fponlors  were  the  Em¬ 
peror  and  the  Princefs  of  Pied¬ 
mont,  reprefented  by  the  Count 
de.  Provence  and  Madame  Eliza¬ 
beth. 


Hamburgh ,  Off.  25.  The  whole 
of  the  town  of  Radadt,  in  the 
Archbifhoprick  of  Saltzbourgh,  on 
the  borders  of  Audria,  two  build¬ 
ings  only  excepted,  was  reduced 
to  affies  on  the  15th  of  September 
by  lightning  :  the  two  buildings 
that  efcaped  were,  the  convent  of 
the  capuchin  friars,  and  the  corn 
magazine,  which  had  been  raifed 
for  the  benefit  of  the  poor. 

This  day  a  very  numerous  ^ 
and  refpedtable  meeting  of-1 
freeholders,  convened  by  the  high 
(lierifF  for  taking  into  confideration 
the  low  price  of  wool,  was  held 
at  the  cadle  at  Lincoln.  It  being 
proved  that  wool  was  fallen  in 
price  50  per  cent*  within  thefe  five 
years.  A  committee  was  appoint¬ 
ed  to  enquire  into  feveral  different 
plans  for  a  redrefs  fuggeded  by  the 
county  at  large  ;  and  to  co-ope¬ 
rate  with  fuch  other  counties  as 
may  be  in  a  (imilar  dtuation. 

Died,  Ifaac  Martin  Rebovv* 
Efq;  colonel  of  the  eadern  batta¬ 
lion  ofEffex  militia,  and  Recorder 
of  Colcheder,  which  borough  he 
had  reprefented  in  five  parlia¬ 
ments. 


NOVEMBER. 

A  petition  of  a  very  extra¬ 
ordinary  nature  was  prefent- 
ed  to  the  High  Court  of  Chancery 
by  Mr.  Schreiber,  dating,  that 
his  fon,  an  infant  of  17  years  of 
age,  and  a  ward  of  that  court,  had 
been  decoyed  away  from  his  tu¬ 
tor’s,  a  clergyman  of  chara&er, 
and  influenced  to  marry  Mrs.. 
Greene,  a  widow,  and  therefore 
praying  judgment  againd  the  faid 
Mrs.  Greene,  her  mother,  and  all 
concerned  in  that  tranfaflion,  for  a. 
contempt  of  court:  the  lord  chan- 
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ceilor,  after  hearing  the  affidavits 
read,  enlarged  upon  the  infamy  of 
trepanning  infants,  and  lamented, 
that  the  court  could  inflift  no  fe- 
verer  punilhment  for  offences  fo 
atrocious  than  imprifonment  ;  and 
concluded  with  ordering  the  of¬ 
fenders  to  attend  the  court  on  the 
next  day  for  hearing  petitions. 
With  regard  to  the  infant,  the  lord 
chancellor  ordered  him  to  be  re¬ 
turned  to  his  father  ;  but  he  was 
no  fooner  out  of  court,  than  he 
conduced  his  lady  to  an  elegant 
carriage  that  flood  waiting  for  her, 
and  behaved  with  the  gaiety  and 
gallantry  of  a  full-grown  gentle¬ 
man. 

v  The  recorder  has  dire&ed 
^  '  that  28,2191.  be  raifed  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  this  city,  to  re¬ 
pair  the  damage  in  the  late  riots  ; 
to  be  paid  by  the  conftables,  who 
are  to  collect  the  fame,  into  the 
chamber  of  London  immediately 
as  the  fame  is  raifed,  to  prevent 
embezzlement,  whereby  the  inha¬ 
bitants  would  be  further  fuffer- 
ers. 

,  The  cotton  -  mills  at 

10  *  Hockley,  near  the  town  of 
Nottingham,  took  fire,  and  in 
lei's  than  two  hours  that  fpacious 
building  was  reduced  to  a  fhell. 

,  On  Tuefday  laft,  being 

I2t  ‘  the  firif  day  of  this  pre- 
fent  Michaelmas  term,  a  very  un- 
dual  ceremony,  at  leaft  at  this 
time,  was  performed  in  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  at  Weilminfter, 
being  that  of  fwearing  in  the  four 
knights  to  return  the  writ  of  right, 
wherein  ]ohn  Earl  of  Leicefter  was 
defendant  (who  ciaims  Penfhurft- 
place-park  and  premiffes,  as  the 
only  fon  and  heir  male  of  Joceline 
Sidney,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
ihe  late  Earl  and  Countefs  of  Lei- 


cefter,  both  deccafed)  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Perry,  widow,  tenant  (who 
claims  the  fame  premiffes  as  the 
daughter  of  Colonel  Thomas  Sid¬ 
ney,  deceafed,  and  as  the  neice  of 
the  faid  Earl  Joceline.)  The  four 
knights  came  into  court  girt  with 
fwords,  and  were  then  fwore  law¬ 
fully  and  truly  to  choofe  12  other 
knights,  Gladiis  cinttis ,  to  declare 
the  truth  between  the  parties, 
which  16  knights  form  the  grand 
affize. 

An  official  account  was  ?  ^ 

received  from  the  commif-  J 

honor  of  his  majefty’s  navy  at 
Hallifax,  of  the  capture  of  the 
Magecienne  French  frigate  of  32 
guns  and  280  men,  by  the  Chat¬ 
ham  man  of  war  of  50  guns.  The 
frigate  engaged  the  man  of  war 
half  an  hour,  had  32  men  killed 
and  54  wounded.  The  Chatham, 
Capt.  Douglafs,  had  only  2  men 
killed  and  4  wounded. 

Wm.  Townffiend,  late  ^ 
Lieutenant  of  the  Rover  ‘ 


privateer  of  Briftol,  was  executed 
at  Execution  Dock  for  the  wilful 
murder  of  Capt.  Giralmo  Silvefti- 
ni,  of  the  Victoria,  a  Venetian 
ffiip,  by  ordering  a  gun  to  be  fired 
into  the  veffel,  which  killed  the 
captain.  He  acknowledged  the 
gun  to  be  fired  by  his  order,  -but 
without  the  leaft  intention  to  kill 
any  body.  He  behaved  with  great 
penitence. 

Three  hundred  and  forty 
fiat-bottomed  boats,  of  va¬ 
rious  fizes,  were  deftroyed  in  the 
Boat-houfe  at  St.  Maloes  by  fire, 
fuppofed  to  be  wilfully  done. 

A  new  and  very  ilrong  fortifica¬ 
tion  is  ere&ed  in  Stockes-bay, 
near  Portfmonth,  where  our  mer¬ 
chant  fhips  ufually  ride.  The 
Gilcicker,  whicii  was  a  fea-ioark 
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for  pilots,  is  taken  down,  and 
another  ereddion  fet  up  at  fome 
didance  to  anfwer  the  purpofe. 
The  buoys  between  that  place  and 
Spithead  are  aifo  removed. 

/1  The  Great  Duke  and 
Dutchefs  of  Rufiia  arrived 
at  Vienna  in  perfect  health,  ac¬ 
companied  by  his  imperial  majefiy 
in  the  fame  carriage,  who  had 
gone  to  meet  them  on  the  road. 

1  Wednefday  morning  John 
3  •  Wilkes,  Efq;  as  Chamber- 
lain  of  London,  waited  on  Sir 
George  Rrydges  Rodney,  at  his 
houfe  in  Albemarle-ftreet,  with 
the  honorary  freedom  of  the  city 
in  a  gold  box. 

„Qth  Upon  opening  lately  a 
fmall  part  of  a  tumulus, 
or  burroughs  near  the  Roman 
Eofs-rcad  in  the  parifh’of  Hamp- 
net,  Gloucederfhire,  it  was  dif- 
covered  to  be  full  of  graves  of  a 
lingular  condrublion.  They  were 
made  of  rude  maffy  Hones  collected 
together,  fome  of  them  about  fix 
feet  long,  three  feet  broad,  and  a 
foot  and  a  half  thick  ;  thefe  were 
put  in,  or  on  the  ground,  fide- 
ways,  in  rows,  and  the  bodies  de¬ 
posited  north  and  fouth  in  the  di- 
vifions  or  compartments.  The 
whole  was  covered  over  with  leifer 
Hones  and  earth,  which  made  the 
tumulus;  though  feveral  of  the 
larger  Hones  appear  now  above  the 
iurface.  Each  compartment  con¬ 
tained  a  body.  The  bones  in  ge¬ 
neral  were  in  a  very  decayed  and 
mouldering  Hate,  blit  fome  of  the 
jaws  were  perfeft,  and  had  teeth 
in  them  of  a  fine  white.  The  tu¬ 
mulus  is  about  twenty  yards  long, 
anti  ten  broad.  If  the  bodies-  de¬ 
posited  are  Roman,  they  muH  have 
lain  in  the  ground  fifteen  or  fix- 
teen  hundred  years. 


Came  on  before  the  Court  of 
Exchequer  at  Edinburgh  a  tiia| 
of  great  confequence  to  the  mer¬ 
cantile  people  of  Scotland,  where¬ 
in  Meff.  Falls  of  Dunbar  were 
plaintiffs,  and  the  hon.  commif- 
boners  of  his  majefiy’s  cuftoms 
for  Scotland  defendants,  by  de¬ 
claration  of  trefpafs  on  th‘e  cafe, 
for  the  defendants  refufmg  to  iflue 
orders  on  the  receiver-general,  for 
payment  of  certain  bounties  claim¬ 
ed  by  the  plaintiffs,  for  bufies  em¬ 
ployed  by  them  in  the  white-her- 
ing  fifhery  ;  when,  after  a  trial 
of  thirteen  hours,  the  jury,  after 
withdrawing  a  few  minutes,  re¬ 
turned  a  verdict  againft  the  de¬ 
fendants,  for  damages  equal  to  the 
bounties  and  in  ter  eft,  and  full 
coifs  of  fait. 

Died,  in  Bartholomew-lane, 
aged  83,  the  younged  and  laH  of 
twenty-one  children,  Mr.  Mungo 
Murray,  brother  of  the  late  Wm. 
Murray,  Efq;  of  Polmaife. 

Of  the  Hone  in  his  kidneys,  at 
the  feat  of  Earl  Fitzwiiliam,  in 
Northampton  dure,  the  Rev.  Tho. 
Crofts,  M.  A.  F.  R,  and  A.  SS. 
Chancellor  of  Peterborough,  and 
Rebtor  of  Donyat,  co.  Somerfet  ; 
diHinguiihed  for  his  general  at¬ 
tainments,  as  well  in  ancient  eru¬ 
dition,  as  in  the  refinements  of 
modern  information,  gleaned  in  a 
long  courfe,  not  of  reading  only, 
but  of  the  moft  intelligent  travels. 
He  was  aifo  diHinguiihed  for  a 
mod  rare  and  critical  knowledge 
oi  books.  His  many  friends  will 
bear  ample  teHimony  to  the  for¬ 
mer,  in  their  regret  for  the  lofs 
of  his  converfation  ;  of  the  latter 
he  has  left  a  convincing  proof  in 
one  of  the  mod  chofen  of  private 
libraries. 

At  his  houfe  in  the  Warren, 
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Woolwich,  aged  77,  Lieut,  gen. 
Geo.  Williamfon,  col.  of  the  2d 
battalion  of  the  royal  reg.  of  ar¬ 
tillery  ;  he  was  near  60  years  an 
officer,  and  was  buried  on  the 
1 6th  at  Woolwich  with  military 
honours. 

Fra.  Simpfon,  LL.  D.  advocate 
in  the  Court  of  Arches,  official  to 
the  Archdeacons  of  London,  Can¬ 
terbury,  Middlefex,  and  Rochef- 
x  ter,  Chancellor  of  the  Diocefe  or 
Lincoln,  and  Fellow  of  Trinity 
Hall,  Cambridge.  He  was.  ne¬ 
phew  to  the  late  Sir  Edw.  Simp¬ 
fon,  Dean  of  the  Arches,  and  was 
/  editor  of  Bifhop  Ellys’s  J  racts  on 
Spiritual  Liberty. 


DECEMBER. 

„  Came  on  in  the  Court  of 
llL  Common  Pleas,  at  Guild¬ 
hall,  before  Lord  Loughborough, 
an  a&ion  brought  againil  the  com¬ 
mander  of  a  cutter,  for  detaining 
a  veffel  and  its  contents,  confiding 
of  rum  and  tea,  to  the  amount  of 
3000I.  as  fmuggled  goods.  The 
judge  Laid,  he  had  no  douot  of 
the  goods  being  run,  but  as  they 
were  ieized  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  excife  laws  at  fea,  a  verdict 
rnuft  follow,  and  the  jury  gave 
3000I. 

_  A  common-h&l  was  held 
°11*  at  Guildhall,  purfuant  to  a 
requifition  of  feveral  of. the  livery 
to  the  lord  mayor,  when  the  com¬ 
mon  -cry er  having  mentioned  the 
caufe  of  their  being  fummoned, 
Mr.  Hurford  came  forward  and 
moved,  that  an  addrefs,  petition, 
and  retfionftrance,  be  prefented  to 
hi?  majefty  by  the  lord  mayor,  al- 

*  For  a  Copy  of  the  Ad 


dermen,  &c-  on  the  prefent  alarm¬ 
ing  hate  of  affairs,  which  being 
agreed  to,  the  following  addrels 
was  read  by  Mr.  Bifhop,  and  un- 
animoufly  approved  of,  and  the 
fheriffs  ordered  to  go  up  to  know 
when  his  majefty  wiil  be  pleafed  to 
receive  the  fame*. 

Admiralty  Office,  Dec .  7. 

Capt.  Macbride  of  the  Artois 
writes,  that  on  the  3d  ink.  he  had 
made  prize  of  the  Hercules  and 
Mars  privateers,  belonging  to 
Amfterdam,  both  new  fhips,  car¬ 
rying  24  nine-pounders  and  ten 
cohorts  each,  fa  ft  failers,  and 
commanded  by  two  Hogenboomes, 
father  and  fon,  inhabitants  of 
Flufning.  The  father  was  well 

known  laid  war  by  the  nickname 

of  Hardapple,  and  did  much  mif- 
chief  to  our  {hipping  and  trade. 
The  Hercules  had  164  men,  of 
whom  13  were  killed  and  20 

wounded.  The  Mars  had  146 

men,  of  whom  nine  were  killed, 
and  15  wounded.  The  Artois 
had  only  one  man  killed,  and  fix 
wounded . 

The  feffions  ended  at  the  f, 
Old-Bailey,  when  the  fol-  0l 
lowing  prifoners  received  fentence 
of  death,  viz.  Charles  Peat,  for 
a  {faulting  Richard  Downes,  Efq; 
on  the  highway  on  Finchley  Com¬ 
mon,  and  robbing  him  of  23s.  in 
different  coins  ;  Hannah  Brown, 
for  healing  a  large  quantity  ‘of 
wearing  apparel,  linen,  laces, 
and  other  things,  in  the  dwelling- 
houfe  of  Mils  Catherine  ThiftleT 
thwayte,  in  South-Audley- ftreet, 
where  fne  was  fervant ;  and  Geo. 
Townfend,  for  healing  a  mare, 
the  property  of  Mr.  Hedge,  a 
watchmaker  at  Colcheher,  in  Ei- 

hefs,  he  the  State  Pa.  -ers. 
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{ex.  Benjamin  Honey  was  com- 
vi&ed  of  felonioufly  killing  and 
flaying  Richard  Hobbs.  They 
were  both  bargemen,  had  quar¬ 
relled  on  board,  and  agreed  to 
decide  the  matter  on  fhore,  in 
which  the  deceafed,  by  a  fall,  re¬ 
ceived  a  concuffion  of  the  brain, 
of  which  he  died  the  fame  day. 

A  man  for  publifhing  a  certain 
inflammatory  hand-bill,  intitled, 
C(  England  in  Blood/’  and  re¬ 
commending  a  certain  paper,  then 
fliortly  intended  to  be  publifhed, 
called,  “  The  Thunderer/’  and 
tending  to  inflame  the  minds  of  his 
majefty’s  fubje&s,  again  ft  the  peace 
and  good  government  of  the  king¬ 
dom  ;  and  which  bills  were,  to  a 
great  amount,  diftributed  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  6th  of  June, 
1780,  at  the  time  the  rioters  were 
proceeding  to  deftroy  the  gaol  of 
Newgate,  and,  perhaps,  if  not 
providentially  flopped,  the  whole 
metropolis  ;  was  fined  five  (hil¬ 
lings,  and  fentenced  to  *be  im¬ 
prisoned  one  year  in  Newgate. 

Being  the  anniverfary  of  the  in- 
likution  of  the  Royal  Academy, 
a  general  aflembly  of  the  acade¬ 
micians  was  held  at  the  Royal  Aca¬ 
demy,  Somerfet-place,  when  P.  J. 
De  Loutherbourg  was  admitted  an 
academician,,  and  received  his  di¬ 
ploma  fig ned  by  his  majefty  :  three 
fllver  medals  were  given,  one  to 
Mr.  Peter  Holland,  for  the  befl 
drawing  of  an  academy  figure ; 
one  to  Mr.  Charles  Roffi,  for  the 
befl  model  of  an  academy  figure  ; 
one  to  Mr.  Geo.  Hatfield,  for  the 
befl  drawing  of  architecture,  being 
the  front  and  fp ire  of  St.  Giles’s 
in  the  Fields,  done  from  aCtual 
ineafurements. 

The  aflembly  then  proceeded  to 
detk  the  officers  for  the  year  e li¬ 


ning,  when  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds 
was  re-eieded  president. 

Council. 

Geo.  Barret,  Nat.  Hone,  G.  M, 
Morer,  Tho.  Sandby,  Edw.  Burch, 
Charles  Catton,  P.  j.  De  Louther¬ 
bourg,  Jof.  Nollekens,  Efqrs. 

Vifitors. 

Charles  Catton,  Nath.  Dance, 
Benj.  Weft,  John  ZofFanii,  James 
Barry,  J.  B.  Cipriani,  P.  j.  De 
Loutherbough,  Jer.  Meyer,  Efqrs. 
Rev.  Mr.  William  Peters. 

Yeiterday  there  was  a  nu-  , 
merohs  meeting  of  eledors,  IIth* 
and  other  inhabitants  of  Weftmin- 
frer,  at.  Weftminfter-hall,  to  con- 
flder  of  fuch  meafures  as  may  be 
thought  advifeable  in  the  prefen t 
fltuation  of  the  kingdom.  The 
committee  having  taken  their 
places  on  the  fleps  leading  up  to 
the  Court  of  Common-Pleas,  Mr. 
Fox  opened  the  bufinefs  in  a  long 
fpeech,  the  purport  of  which  was 
to  draw  a  comparifon  of  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  public  affairs  during 
the  adminiftration  of  Lord  Chat¬ 
ham,  and  fome  prelent  perfons  in 
office  ;  this  he  did  in  a  variety  of 
inftances,  proving,  as  he  faid, 
that  the  former  had  raifed  us  to 
the  higheft  pinnacle  of  reputation 
and  glory,  as  a  magnanimous, 
free,  and  independent  people, 
while  the  latter  had  reduced  us  to 
diflrefs.  After  fome  other  'gen¬ 
tlemen  had  delivered  their  opi¬ 
nions,  an  humble  petition  and  re- 
monftrance,  in  fubflance  the  fame 
as  that  agreed  on  at  Guildhall, 
London,  was  produced,  which 
being  read,  was  received  with 
hurfts  of  general  applaufe,  and  a 
committee  appointed  to  prefent  it 
to  his  majefly. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Southwark  it  was  alfo  refoived. 
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that  an  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his 
majefty,  to  the  fame  purport  with 
that  of  the  city  of  London,  by  a 
committee. 

A  few  evenings  ago, 
13th*  when  the  family  of  Mr. 
Pickett,  goldfmith,  of  Ludgate- 
hill,  who  refides  in  Harpur-ftreet, 
near  Red  -  lion  -  fquare,  were  re¬ 
tiring  to  reft,  his  eldeft  daughter, 
as  Ihe  ftood  by  the  fire  fide,  was 
employed  in  fome  little  ad  of  du¬ 
tiful  attention  to  her  father,  when 
the  fire  unperceived  caught  hold 
of  her  clothes,  and  in  an  inftant 
her  whole  drefs  was  in  a  blaze. 
The  father  was  ftruck  motionlefs 
on  the  occafion,  but  recovering  a 
little,  burnt  his  hand  in  attempt¬ 
ing  to  extinguifh  the  flames  ;  and 
the  young  lady  finding  no  relief, 
ran  from  room  to  room  to  feek  it, 
but  in  vain.  In  her  progrefs  fhe 
fet  fire  to  the  bed,  which  was  with 
difficulty  extinguifhed,  and  where 
fhe  fell  the  floor  was  actually  on 
fire.  No  relief  could  be  given 
her  till  her  clothes  were  totally 
burnt  off  her  back,  when  her  whole 
body  was  left  as  if  it  had  been 
broiled,  or  rather  burnt  on  a  grid¬ 
iron.  Medical  afliftance  was  foon 
procured,  but  it  was  impoffible  for 
human  art  to  afford  the  leaft  relief; 
and  in  this  dreadful  ftate  fhe  lay 
till  the  next  evening,  and  then  ex¬ 
pired. 

,  This  day,  purfuarit  to 
I9th*  advertifement  from  the  fhe- 
riffs,  there  was  a  general  meeting 
of  the  freeholders  of  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  at  the  Mermaid,  at 
Hackney,  when  it  was  unani- 
moufly  refolved  that  a  fimilar  pe¬ 
tition  to  that  of  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don  fhould  "be  prefented  to  the 
king  by  their  two  reprefentatives 
in  parliament. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  « 
Weft-India  merchants,  Mr. 

Bailey  in  the  chair,  it  was  unami- 
moufly  refolved,  that  an  hnmble 
addrefs  and  petition  be  prefented 
to  his  majefty,  reprefenting  the 
dangerous  ftate  of  the  Weft-lndia 
iflands,  and  imploring  immediate 
relief.  Several  other  refolutions 
were  alfo  entered  into  unanimouf- 
ly,  there  being  no  oppofition. 

At  the  above  meeting  it  was  de¬ 
clared,  by  a  formal  refolution,  that 
what  Mr.  B.  Gafcoyne  had  faid 
in  the  houfe,  of  their  not  being 
under  any  apprehenfions  for  the 
fafety  of  the  Weft-Indies,  was  de- 
lufive,  falfe,  and  groundlefs. 

Same  day  a  meeting  of  the  free¬ 
holders  of  Surrey  was  held  at  the 
Spread-Eagle,  Epfom,  Sir  Francis 
Vincent  in  the  chair,  when  Mr. 
Budgen  moved  for  a  petition  and 
remonftrance  to  tile  fovereign  ;  the 
motion  was  fupported  by  Admiral 
Keppei,  Sir  Jofeph  Mawbey,  Sir 
Robert  Clayton,  and  others,  and 
carried. 

Died,  in  Stafford-row,  Weftm. 
aged  79,  Mrs.  Madan,  daughter 
of  Spencer  Cowper,  Efq;  former¬ 
ly  one  of  the  juftices  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas,  and  relid  of 
Col.  Martin  Madan,  who  died  at 
Bath  in  1756.  This  lady  very  early 
diftinguifhed  herfelf  by  her  poeti¬ 
cal  talents,  as  appears  by  her 
<<  Verfes  to  the  Memory  of  Mr. 
Hughes,”  1720,  printed  with  his 
poems ;  and  “  The  Progrefs  of 
Poetry,”  in  The  Flower  Piece,  1731. 
She  has  left  two  fons.  the  Rev. 
Martin  Madan,  author  of  Thelyph- 
thbra ,  See.  and  Spencer  Madan, 
D.  D.  Prebendary  of  Peterborough, 
Her  eldeft  daughter  was  niarried 
to  Wm.  Cowper,  Efq;  of  Harting- 
fordbury  (her  firft  eoufin),  and 
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her  youngeft  to  the  Hon.  Colonel 
(now  Lieut.  Gen.)  Maitland. 

At  Halifax,  aged  102, .  Mr. 
Robt.  Butterfield,  who,  from  40 
years  induflry  as  a  wool-fiapler, 
acquired  40,000!. 

At  Romfey,  Hants,  Mr.  Cot¬ 
ton,  of.  that  town,  aged  91  ;  it  is 
remarkable  that  he  died  on  the 
anniverfary  of  his  birth. 

At  the  houfe  of  Mrs.  D*  Al¬ 
meida,  at  North  -  End,  Hamp- 
ilead,  (to  whofe  family  Ihe  had 
been  fervant  near  fourfcorce  years) 
Mrs.  Filer  Foa,  aged  iiq;  Ihe 
retained  all  her  fenfes  till  within 
three  days  of  her  death. 


A  General  Bill  of  all  the  Chrifenings 
and  Burials ,  from  December  10, 
3780,  to  December  11.  1781. 

Chrillened.  Buried. 

Males  8774  Males  10499 

Females  8252  Females  10210 

In  all  17026  20709 


Increafed  in  the  burials  this  year 
192. 


Died  under  two  years 
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100 
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1 
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1 
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Sheriffs  appointed  by  his  Majejly  in 
Council ,  for  the  Tear  1 7  8 1 . 

Berkfhire,  Ed.  Loveden,  ofBuf- 
cot,  Efq; 

Bedfordlhire,  John  Harvey,  of 
North!  il,  Efq; 

Bucks,  Jofeph  Bullock,  of  Ca¬ 
vers  field,  Efq; 

Cumberland,  Tho.  Story,  of 
Mirehoufe,  Efq; 

Chelhire,  W.  Davenport,  of 
Bramhdll,  Efq; 

Cambridge  and  Huntingdon- 
fhire,  John  Johnfon,  of  Levering- 
ton,  'Efq; 

Cornwall,  Sir  j.  St.  Aubin,  of 
Clowance,  Bart. 

Devonfhire,  JohnBurridge  Chol- 
Vvich,  of  Farringdon,  Efq; 

Dorfetfhire,  Lewis  Dymock 
Grofvenor  Tregonnel,  of  Dor- 
cheller,  Efq; 

Derbylhire,  Samuel  Frith,  of 
Bank-hall,  Efq; 

Effex,  Richard  Wyatt,  of  Horn¬ 
church,  Efq; 

Gioucelterfhire,  John  Morris,  of 
Shephoufe,  Efq; 

Hertford  (hire,  Thomas  Clut- 
terbuck,  jun.  of  Watford,  Efq; 

Herefordlhire,  E.  Pattelhail,  of 
Allenfmoor,  Efq; 

Kent,  John  Cater,  of  Becken¬ 
ham,  Efq; 

Leiceilerfhire,  Edmund  Craaock 
Hartopp,  of  Newbold,  Efq; 

Lincolnfhire,  Edvv.  Nelthorpe, 
of  Seawby,  Efq; 

Monmouthlhire,  Wm.  Jones, 
of  Nafh,  Efq; 

Northumberland,  Cha.  Brand¬ 
ling,  of  Gosforth-houfe,  Efq; 

Northamptonlhire,  N.  Raynf- 
ford,  of  Brixworth,  Efq; 

Norfolk,  Rt.  Lee  Doughty, 
of  Hanvvorth,  Efq; 

Netting- 
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Nottinghamshire,  L.  Rollelton, 
of  Watnall,  Efq; 

Oxford,  Rd.  Paul  Jodrell,  of 
Lewknor,  Efq; 

Rutlandfhire,  Tho.  Sanders,  of 
Mercott,  Efq; 

Shroplhire,  Edward  Charles 
Windfor,  of  Harnage  Grange,  Efq; 

Somerfetfhire,  John  Ford,  of 
Hadfpen,  Efq; 

Stafford  {hire,  Ph.  Keay,  of  Ab- 
bots-Bromlcy,  Efq; 

Suffolk,  Charles  Kent,  of  Farn- 
ham  St.  Genoveve,  Efq; 

Southampton,  Benjamin  Smith, 
of  Lys,  Efq; 

Surry,  William  Northey,  of 
Epfom,  Efq; 

Sulfex,  Win.  Peachy,  of  Kid- 
ford,  Efq; 

**  Warwickshire,  John  Webb,  of 
Sherborne,  Efq; 

Worcefterfnire,  John  Darke,  of 
Bredon,  Efq; 

Wiltftilre,  W.  Hayter,  of  New- 
ton-Toney,  Efq; 

Yorkfhire,  Flumphrey  Ofbal- 
defton,  of  Hunmanby,  Efq; 

South  Wales. 

Brecon,  Lewis  Williams,  of 
Pentwyn,  Efq; 

Carmarthen,  Sir  W.  Mafell,  of 
Ifcoed,  Bart. 

Cardigan,  David  Lloyd,  of  Al- 
tyroden,  Efq; 

Glamorgan,  C.  Bowen,  of  Mer¬ 
thyr  mawr,  Efq; 

Pembroke,  H.  Scourheld,  of 
Robefton-hall,  Efq; 

Radnor,  Jonathan  Bowen,  of 
Knighton,  Efq;  * 

North  Wales. 

Anglefey,  Jonathan  Bobyckan 
Sparrow,  Of  Redhill,  Efq; 

Carnarvon,  Edw.  Carreg,  of 
Carreg,  Efq; 

Denbigh,  the  Hon.  Tho.  Fitz- 
juaurice,  of  Leweny,  Efq; 


Flint,  Henry  Thrale,  of  Ba- 
chegrig,  Efq; 

Merioneth,  Edward  Lloyd,  of 
Maefmore,  Efq; 

Montgomeryfh.  Hugh  Mears, 
of  Finnant,  Efq; 

‘The  following  is  an  exact  Account  of 
the  Woollen  Cloth  7nade  in  the 
Weft  Riding  of  Yorkfhire,  from 
March  1780,  to  March  1781, 
with  the  Amount  of  tho.  Increafe 
from  the  twelve  Months  preceding 
that  Period . 

Broad  cloth.  102,018  pieces 
containing  3.099,127  yards.  In- 
creafed  this  year  7593  pieces  con¬ 
taining  399,496  yards. 

Narrow  cloth.  98,721  pieces 
containing  2.671,39 7  yards.  In- 
creafed  this  year  11,412  pieces, 
containing  100,073  yards. 


\  \ 

BIRTHS  for  the  Year  1781. 

Jan.  14.  Lady  of  Sir  J.  Thorold, 
a  fon. 

31.  Lady  of  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Earl  of  Traquair,  a  fon. 

Feb.  8.  Her  Idighnefs  the  Dutchef$ 
of  Courland,  a  princefs, 
at  Mittau. 

26.  Lady  of  Lord  Carlow  of 

the  Kingdom  of  Ireland, 

a  fon. 

One  of  the  Sultanas  of  the 
Grand  Signior,  a  prin¬ 

cefs,  at  Conftantinople. 

March  6.  Lady  of  Sir  Andrew 

Hammond,  a.daughter.  ^ 
15.  Lady  of  the  Hon.  Francis 
Talbot,  a  fon. 

April  9.  Lady  Abingdon,  a  fon 
and  heir. 

The  Confort  of  the  Arch- 

Duke 
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Duke  Ferdinand,  of  a 
fon,  at  Milan. 

13.  Lady  Hope,  a  fon,  at 
Pinky-houfe,  Scotland. 

May  5.  Right.  Hon.  Lady  Kin- 
naird,  a  daughter,  in 
Park-ft.  Weftminfter. 

Lady  of  Sir  Edward  Aftley, 
a  fon. 

July  12.  Lady  Cadogan,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

Aug.  4.  Lady  of  the  Rt.  Hon. 

Sir  Richard  Worfely,  Rt. 
a  daughter. 

5.  Lady  of  the  Earl  of  Rad¬ 
nor,  a  fon,  in  Grafton- 
ftreet. 

Lady  of  Lord  Vifcount 
Stormont,  a  fon. 

20.  Lady  Tancred,  of  a  fecond 

fon,  at  Sir  Thomas’s 
feat,  at  Lyndhurft,  New 
Fore  ft,  Hampfhire. 

Sept.  10.  Lady  of  Rt.  Hon.  Lord 
Bagot,  a  fon. 

22.  Lady  of  Hon.  John  Byng, 
a  fon. 

CM.  10.  Lady  of  Lord  Vifc.  Wey¬ 
mouth,  a  daughter. 

The  Rt.  Hon.  Lady  Paget, 
a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Sir  Harbord  Har- 
bord,  Bart.  M.  P.  a  fon. 

14.  Lady  of  Sir  John  Pefhall, 
Bart,  a  fon  and  heir. 

Nov.  14.  Lady  of  George  Gipps, 
Efq;  M.  P.  a  daughter. 

26.  Countefs  of  Harrington, 
a  fon. 

Dec.  8.  Countefs  of  Shelburne, 
a  daughter. 

to.  Lady  Grantham,  a  fon  and 

*'  heir. 

21.  The  Lady  of  Major  Ken¬ 

nedy,  a  fon. 

25.  Countefs  Percy,  a  daughter 

Her  Grace  the  Dutchefs  of 
Rutland,  a  fon. 


MARRIAGES,  1781. 

Dec.  2,  1780,  Sir  John  Wedder* 
burn,  of  Ballindean,  Bt* 
to  Mifs  Dundas,  daugh. 
of  the  late  Col.  Dundas, 
of  Dundas. 

.  Jan.  5,  1781.  The  Earl  of  Lanef- 
borough,  to  Mifs  La- 
touche. 

In  Ireland,  Duke  Giffard, 
Efq;  eldeft  fon  of  Sir 
Duke  G.  Bart,  of  Caftle- 
Jordan,  co.  Meath,  to 
Mifs  Maddock. 

25.  Sir  James  Hereford,  of 
Safton-court,  co.  Heref. 
to  Mrs.  Fra.  Hopton,  of 
Worcefter, 

31.  At  Lambeth-chapel,  Geo. 
Warde,  Efq;  nephew  of 
Gen.  Warde,  and  capt. 
in  Ld.  Amherft’s  troop  of 
horfe  -  grenadier  guards, 
to  Mils  Madan,  daugh. 
of  the  Rev.  Dr.  M.  and 
niece  of  Earl  Cornwal¬ 
lis. 

Feb.  5.  Nicolls  Ravnsford,  Efq; 

of  Brixworth,  Northamp¬ 
ton  fhire,  to  Mifs  Souter, 
of  Beaconsfield. 

Rich.  Wilfon,  Efq;  to  Mifs 
Eliz.  Fountayne,  daugh. 
of  the  Dean  of  York. 

March  6,  By  fpecial  licence,  the 
Hon.  Lord  Althorp,  fon 
of  Earl  Spencer,  to  Mifs 
Bingham,  daughter  of 
Lord  Lucan. 

Sir  Tho.  Jones,  Knt.  to 
Mifs  Fitzgerald,  daugh. 
of  Lady  Fitzgerald. 

10-  Lord  Mahon,  to  Mifs 
Grenville,  daugh.  to  the 
late  Right  Hon.  Geo. 
Grenville,  and  filler  to 
the  prefent  E.  Temple. 

27.  At 
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27.  At  Canterbury,  the  Rev. 
Rich.  Sandys,  Vicar  of 
Reculver,  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Lady  Fran.  Alicia 
Allong,  relid;  of  Wm. 
Aflong,  Efq;  and  young, 
filter  to  the  Earl  of  Tan- 
kerville. 

April  2.  Mr.  Andr.  Drummond, 
to  Lady  Mary  Percival, 
elddl  daughter  of  Lady 
Egmont. 

10.  Capt.  Rodney,  of  the  3d. 
reg.  of  guards,  fon  ot 
Sir  Geo.  Brydges  Rod¬ 
ney,  Bart,  to  Mifs  Har¬ 
ley,  daughter  of  the  Rt. 
Hon.  Tho.  Harley. 

29.  John  Henderfon,  Efq;  fon 
of  Sir  Robt.  Henderfon, 
Bart,  to  Mifs  Robertfon, 
daugh.  of  Gen.  Robert¬ 
fon,  Governor  of  New- 
York.  * 

May  2.  James  Falls,  Elq;  of  Of- 
tend,  to  Mifs  C.  Her^ 
ries,  filter  of  Sir  Robert 
Herries,  of  London. 

20.  John  Edward  Maddocks, 

Efq;  to  Mifs  Frances 
Perryn,  youngell  daugh. 
of  Mr.  Baron  Perryn. 

21.  Right  Hon.  Ld.  Audley, 

to  Mifs  Delaval. 

25.  Mr.  Croft,  fon  of  Rich. 
Croft,  Efq;  Pall-Mall, 
to  Mifs  Smythfon,  dau. 
of  Sir  J.  Smythfon,  Bt. 

June  z.  Rev.  Henry  Jenkin,  Rec¬ 
tor  of  UfFord,  co.  Nor¬ 
thampton,  to  the  Hon. 
Mifs  Aug.  Evelyn. 

10.  Tho.  Bond,  Efq;  of  Wim¬ 
bledon,  to  Mifs  Bewicke, 
daughter  of  the  late  Sir 
Robert. 

23.  Arthur  Knox,  Efq;  to 
'•  Lady  Mary  Braba-zon, 
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eldeft  daugh.  of  the  Earl 
of  Meath. 

30.  John  Vaughan,  Efq;  M.  P. 
for  co.  Caermartnen,  to 
Mifs  Maude,  daugh,  of 
Sir  C.  Maude,  Bart. 

July  3.  At  Moreton,  co.  Dorfet, 
Evelyn  Shirley,  of  Clift, 
Efq;  fon  of  the  Lion. 
George  Shirley,  of  Ea~ 
tington,  Warwickfhire, 
to  Mifs  Phyllis  Byam 
Wollallon,  daugh.  of  the 
late  Charleton  Wollallon, 
M.  D. 

17.  Robert  Auriol  Drummond, 
Efq;  fon  of  the  late 
Abp.  of  York,  to  Mifs 
Harley,  daughter  of  the 
Rt.  Hon.  Tho.  Harley. 

19.  At  Exeter,  by  fpecial  li¬ 
cence,  Sir  Geo.  Collier, 
Knt.  late  Capt.  of  the 
Canada,  to  Mifs  Fryer, 
dau.  of  W.  Fryer,  Efq; 

27.  The  Hon.  Horatio  Wal¬ 
pole,  eldeft  fon  of  Lord 
Walpole,  to  Mifs  Chur¬ 
chill,  daughter  of  C* 
Churchill,  Efq; 

Lately)  at  Gretna- Green,  the  Hon. 

Capt.  Shirley,  fon  of  Ld. 
Ferrers,  to  Mifs  Ward, 
niece  to  Vifc.  Dudley. 

Edvv.  Wheeler,  Efq;  one 
of  the  Supreme  Council 
of  Bengal,  to  Mifs  Dun- 
ford,  daughter  of  George 
Dunford,  Elq; 

Aug.  14.  At  Cheiler,  Sir  Peter 
Warburton,  Bt.  to  Mifs 
Alice  Parker. 

2i.  At  Norwich,  Wm.  Drake, 
jun.  Efq;  member  for 
Ammerlham,  Bucks,  to 
Mifs  Rachel  Ives  of  tb&C 
city. 

27.  At  Bengrove,  Suifex,  the 
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Hon.  George  Napier,  to 
the  Right  Hon.  Lady 
Sarah  Lenox. 

Sept*  i.  At  Staunton  Harold  ;  the 
Hon.  Wafhington  Shir¬ 
ley,  to  Mifs  Ward,  niece 
to  the  late  Lord  Vifc. 
Dudley  and  Ward. 

S.  John  Hughes,  Efq;  of  Bet- 
Ihanger,  Kent,  to  Mils 
Hardy,  niece  to  the  late 
Admiral  Sir  Charles 
Hardy. 

29.  Princefs  Carolina,  4th  dau. 
of  the  King  of  Sardinia, 
to  Prince  Anthony,  bro¬ 
ther  to  the  EleClor  of 
Saxony. 

At  Cuddefden,  Oxf.  the 
Rev.  Henry  Ford,  of 
Chrifl- Church,  to  Mifs 
M.  L.  Yates,  niece  to 
the  Bp.  of  Oxford. 

0£t  3.  At  Ifleworth  church,  by 
his  uncle,  the  Hon,  "'and 
Rev.  Wrn .  Neville,  un¬ 
der  a  fpeeiai  licence,  the 
Hon.  Henry  Neville, 
eldeft  fon  of  Geo.  Lord 
Abergavenny,  to  Mifs 
Rob  in  fon,  only  daugh. 
of  John  R.  Efq;  of  Sion- 
Hill,  co.  Middlesex. 

12.  Sir  Fred.  Reynolds,  Knt. 
of  Hatfield,  Herts,  to 
Mifs  M.  Townfhend,  of 
Hatton -ftreet. 

15.  Edw.  Smythe,  Efq;  elded 
fon  of  Sir  Edw.  S.  Bart, 
to  Mifs  Holford,  only 
daugh.  of  Peter  H.  Efq; 

a 8.  Rev.  Cha.  Birch,  of  Chi- 
cheiler,  Suffex,  to  Mifs 
Anne  Seymour,  2d  dau. 
of  Hen.  S.  Efq;  of  .Han¬ 
ford,  co.  Dorfet,  and 
niece  to  Ear!  Cowper. 
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Sir  Jennifon  Gordon,  of 
Hertford-ftreet,  to  Mifs 
Hatton,  of  Northamp- 
tonlhire. 

By  fpeeiai  licence,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Irby,  brother 
to  Lord  Bofton,  to  Mifs 
Mary  Blackman,  young, 
daughter,  and  coheirefs 
of  Rowland  Blackman, 
Efq;  of  Barbadoes. 

At  Moor-Monkton  church, 
near  York,  Sir  Tho.  T. 
Slinfby,  Bart,  to  Mifs 
M.  Sli ngfby. 

Lord  Vifc.  Tumour,  fon 
of  the  Earl  of  Winterton, 
to  Mifs  Chapman,  dau. 
of  Rich.  Chapman,  Efq; 

Nov.  8.  At  GlafTaugh,  BanfFihire, 
Vice-admiral  Duff,  of 
Logie,  to  Mrs.  Mori  fon, 
of  Haddo,  daugh.  of  the 
late  Gen.  Abercromby. 

17*  George  Drummond,  Efq,; 
one  of  the  Commif- 
fi oners  of  Public  Ac¬ 
counts,  to  Mifs  Anne 
S  hotter. 

Dec.  3.  The  Earl  of  Aylesford,  to 
the  Hon.  Mifs  Louifa 
Thynne,.  eldeH:  daugh. 
of  Lord  Vifcount  Wey¬ 
mouth. 


Principal  Promotions  for  the 
Tear  1781,  from  the  London  Ga - 
%ette,  & c. 

Dec.  29,  1780.  The  following 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  have 
been  appointed  of  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  the  Prince  of  Wales’s  houfe- 
hold  1  Groom  of  the  Stole— Lord 
Southampton.  Gentleman  of  the 

Bed- 
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Bed-Chamber— E.  of  Courtown, 
Lord  John  Clinton,  Lord  Vifc. 
Parker.  Treafurer  and  Secretary 
— Lieut.- Col.  Hotham.  Maker 
of  the  Robes  and  Privy  Purfe— 
Hen.  Lyte,  Efq.  Grooms  of  the 
Bed-Chamber — Hon.  Mr.  Legge, 
Hon.  Stephen  Digby,  John  John¬ 
son,  Efq.  Firll  Equerry  and  Com- 
miffioner  of  the  Stables  Lieut. - 
Col.  Lake.  Equerries — Lieut. - 
Colonel  Hulfe,  Lieutenant -Col. 
Sir  John  Dyer,  Bart.  Lieut. -Col. 
Stephens. 

30.  Capt.  Andrew  Corbet  and 
Capt.  Lord  Strathaven  to  be  Aid- 
de-camps  in  Ordinary  to  the  Earl 
of  Carlide  ;  and  Capt.  Sir  James 
Erfkine,  Bart.  Capt.  the  Hon. 
Era.  North,  Capt.  Arthur  Ormf- 
by,  and  Lieut.  Rich.  O  Brien 
Boyle,  to  be  his  Aid-de-camps  in 
Extraordinary. 

Jan.  9,  1781.  John  Macph~r- 
fon,  Efq;  to  be  one  of  the  Coun¬ 
sellors  of  the  Governor  -  General 
and  Council  of  the  Prefidency  of 
Fort  William  in  P>engal,  in  the 
room  of  Rich.  Barwell,  Elq;  ap¬ 
proved  by  his  Majefty. 

10.  Adm.  Sir  Hyde  Parker  pro¬ 
moted  from  being  B.ear-Adm.  of 
the  Red,  to  be  Vice- Adm.  of  the 
Blue  ;  and  Admiral  Kempenfelt, 
Rear-Admiral  of  the  Blue. 

20.  Dr.  Rich.  Woodward,  Dean 
•f  St.  Macartin  Clogher,  to  the 
Bilhoprick  of  Cloyne. 

Rev.  W.  Cecil  Pery,*M.  A.  Dean 
®f  Derry,  to  the  united  Bilhopricks 
®f  Killala  and  Achonry. 

Feb.  1 7.  George  Lord  Edg- 
cumbe,  advanced  to  the  dignity 
of  a  Vifcount,  to  him  and  his  heirs 
male,  by  the  name,  llyle,  and  title, 
of  Vifcount  Mount  Edgcumbe  and 
Valetort. 


John  Hallam,  D.  D.  Dean  of 

Briftol. 

March  3.  Ralph Heathcote,  Efq; 
appointed  his  Majeity’-s  Miniiter 
Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  of  the 
Elector  of  Cologne,  in  the  room  of 
Geo.  Creffener,  Efq;  dec. 

Wm.  Browne,  Elq;  appointed  to 
be  Governor  of  the  Bermuda  or 
Somer’s  Illands  in  America,  in 
the  room  of  J.  G.  Bruere,  Eiq; 
deceafed. 

24.  The  dignity  of  a  baronet  of 
the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  un¬ 
to  the  following  gentlemen,  and 
their  heirs  nude,  viz.  Sir  Robert 
Barker,  Knt.  of  Bulbridge,  in  the 
county  of  Surry  ;  Joieph  Banks, 
Efq;  of  Revefby-Abbey,  in  the  co. 
of  Lincoln  ;  John  Ingilby,  Efqy 
of  Ripley,  in  the  Welt  Riding  of 
the  co.  of  York;  Alex.  Craufurd, 
Efq;  of  Kilburney,  in  N.  Britain  ; 
Valentine  Rich.  Quin,  Efq;  or 
Adair,  co.  of  Limerick,  in  Ireland  5 
Wm.  Lewis  Andre,  Efq;  (captain 
in  his  Majefty’s  26th  reg.  of  foot) 
of  Southampton,  co.  of  Southamp¬ 
ton  ;  Fra.  Sykes,  Efq;  of  Bafildon, 
co.  of  Berks  ;  John  Coghiil,  Elq; 
of  Richings,  co.  of  Buckingham  ; 
and  John  Mofley,  Efq;  of  Aucoats, 
co.  of  Lancafter. 

April  3.  Edward  Emily,  A.M. 
Dean  of  Derry. — Rev.  John  Mac 
Leifn,  the  united  churches  and  pa- 
rilhes  of  Kiliarow  and  Kilchoman, 
in  the  prefbytery  of  Kintire,  and 
fhire  of  Argyll  and  Bute.— Rev* 
John  M'Conochie,  the  church  and 
pariili  of  Crauford,  in  the  prefby¬ 
tery  and  county  of  Lanark 

y.  Rev.  John  Lynch,  Doctor  of 
Laws,  a  Canon  or  Prebendary  of 
Canterbury,  on  the  rehgnation  of 
Dr.  Rich.  Palmer. 

14..  Tho.  Morlev,  Efq;.  Capt,- 
T  ’  "  Gen. 
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Gen.  and  Gov.  in  Chief  of  the 
Leeward  Caribbee  Hands. 

23.  John  Morris,  Efq;  in  virtue 
of  the  king’s  reverlionary  grant, 
£worn  into  the  office  of  one  of  the 
Clerks  of  the  Signet,  vice  Sir  jof. 
Copley,  deceafed. 

May  4.  Robert  Clements,  Efq; 
Governor  of  the  county  of  Done- 
gat. 

8.  Earl  of  Dalhoufie  to  be  his 
majeily’s  High  Commiffioner  to  the 
General  Affembly  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland. 

9.  Tho.  Shirley,  Efq;  took  the 
oaths  in  council  as  Capt.  Gen.  and 
Gov.  in  Chief  of  his  maj  ally’s  Lee¬ 
ward  Caribbee  Hands. 

12.  A  conge  d’elire  ordered  by 
the  king  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter 
of  Wincheller,  for  elefting  a  bifhop ; 
and  a  letter  recommending  Brown- 
low  now  Bifhop  of  Worceller,  to  be 
eledled. 

June  9.  A  conge  d’elire  ordered 
by  the  king  to  the  Dean  and 
Chapter  of  Worceller,  for  elect¬ 
ing  a  bifhop  ;  and  a  letter,  recom¬ 
mending  Richard  now  Bifhop  of 
Litchfield  and  Coventry,  to  be 
elected. 

26.  The  king  has  appointed  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Jof.  Mac  Cormack  to  be 
Principal  of  the  United  College  of 
St.  Salvator  and  St.  Leonard,  in 
the  Univerfity  of  St.  Andrews,  va¬ 
cant  by  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Robt.  Watfon. 

July  3.  Alex.  Crawford,  appoin¬ 
ted  to  be  his  majefty’s  judiciary 
bail  lie  for  the  Weft  Seas  of  Scot¬ 
land. 

6.  Peter  Burrel,  Efq;  knighted. 

21.  A  conge  d’eiire  ordered  to 
the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  the  ca¬ 
thedral  church  of  Ely,  for  elebling 
a  bifhop  of  that  fee  ;  with  a  letter. 


recommending  the  Right  Rev.  Fa¬ 
ther  in  God  James  Bifhop  of  Glou- 
cefler,  to  be  eledled. 

Aug.  14.  The  king  approved  of 
the  appointment  of  Sir  Peter  Bur¬ 
rel,  Knt.  to  exercife  -the  office  of 
Lord  Great  Chamberlain  of  Eng¬ 
land,  as  deputy  to  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Prifcilla  Barbara  Eliz.  Baronefs 
Willoughby  of  Erefby,  and  Lady 
Georgina  Charlotte  Bertie,  fifters 
and  coheirs  of  his  grace  Robert, 
late  D.  of  Ancaller  and  Kelleven, 
hereditary  Lord  Great  Chamber- 
lain  of  England,  deceafed. 

24.  Geo.  Younge,  Efq;  captain 
in  his  majeliy’s  navy,  the  honour 
of  knighthood. 

G.  James  Cholmondeley  and 
Rich.  Tickell,  Efqrs.  commiffion- 
ers  for  his  majeliy’s  llamp  duties, 
in  the  room  of  John  Kenrick,  Efq; 
refigned,  and  Martin  Whifh,  Efq; 
promoted. 

David  Stew.  MoncriefFe,  Efq; 
one  of  the  Barons  of  his  majeliy’s 
Court  of  Exchequer  in  Scotland. 

Sept.  4.  Cha.  Middleton,  Efq; 
comptroller  of  his  majeliy’s  navy, 
created  a  Baronet  of  Great  Britain, 
with  remainder  to  Gerrard  Noel 
Edwards,  ofKetten,  in  the  co.  of 
Rutland,  Efq;  and  his  ilTue  male  by 
Diana  his  wife,  daughter  of  the  faid 
Cha.  Middleton. 

Cha.  Hanbury,  Efq;  appointed 
bis  majeliy’s  agent  and  conful  in 
the  circle  of  Lower  Saxony,  and 
the  free  cities  of  Bremen  and  Lu- 
beck. 

The  appointment  of  John  Sta¬ 
bles,  Efq;  to  be  one  of  the  coun- 
fellors  of  the  Gov.  Gen.  and  coun¬ 
cil  of  the  preiidency  of  Fort  Wil¬ 
liam,  in  Bengal,  in  the  room  of 
Philip  Francis,  Efq;  confirmed  by 
the  king. 

Sir 
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Sir  John  Dick,  Bart,  appointed 
bne  of  the  Comptrollers  of  the  Ac¬ 
counts  of  his  majefty’s  army. 

War- Office,  Sept.  25.  23d  reg. 

light  dragoons. — Colonel  Sir  John 
Burgoyne,  of  14th  dragoons,  is 
appointed  to  be  colonel  ;  Major 
John  Floyd,  of  21ft  dragoons, 
lieut.  col. 

Oil.  6.  The  dignity  of  a  Baro¬ 
net  of  Ireland  to  William  Glea- 
dovve  Newco'wen,  of  Carrickglafs, 
in  the  county  of  Longford,  Eiq; 
Barry  Denny,  of  Caftle  Moyle,  in 
the  county  of  Kerry,  Eiq;  and 
Hugh  Dillon  Maffey,  of  Donafs; 
county  of  Clare,  Efq. 

Nov.  6.  Sir  Geo.  Br.  Rodney; 
Bart,  and  K.  B.  appointed  Vice- 
Adm.  of  Great  Britain,  and  Lieut, 
of  the  Admiralty  thereof,  and  alfo 
lieut.  of  the  navies  and  feas  of 
Great  Britain,  ‘vice  Ld.  Hawke. 

Geo.  Darby,  Efq;  Rear-Adm. 
bf  Great  Britain,  &c.  vice  Sir  Geo. 
Bridges  Rodney. 

Earl  Waldgrave,  Lord  Lieut, 
and  Cuft.  Rot.  of  the  co.  of  Elfex, 
vice  Lord  Rochford,  dec. 

Dec.  22.  Richard  Cuft,  D.  D. 
Dean  of  Lincoln,  and  alfo  refiden- 
tiary  in  that  cathedral,  both  void 
by  the  promotion  of  Bp.  Yorke. 

Wm.  Hayward  Roberts,  D.  D. 
Provoft  of  the  College  of  Eton,  void 
by  the  death  of  Dr.  Barnard. 

R.ev.  Philip  Barlow,  Broughton 
and  Stoke  Hammond  PvR.  both  in 
Co.  Bucks. 

.  ...... — . — — 

D  E  A  T  H  S,  1781: 

Dec.  2,  1780.  Right  Hon.  Tho. 
Willoughby,  Ld.  Middleton,  and 
baronet.  Plis  lordfbi p  was  born 
Jan.  26,  1728,  and  fucceeded  his 
Vol.  XXIV. 
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brother  Francis,  the  late  lord, 
Dec.  15,  1774.  He  married  April 
14,  177 o,  Mifs  Chadwick,  by 
whom  he  has  left  no  iftue,  on  which 
account  the  title  is  fuppofed  to  be 
extinfi. 

Lately ,  Elizabeth  Countefs  of 
Afhburnliam,  daughter  and  coheir 
of  Ambrole  Crowley,  Efq;  late 
Alderman  of  London.  She  was 
married  to  the  Earl  of  Afhburn- 
ham,  1756,  by  whom  file  had  2 
fens  and  4  daughters. 

Lately ,  at  Hertford,  the  Hon. 
Mrs.  Orme,  wife  to  Robt.  Orme, 
Efq;  M.  P.  daughter  of  the  late 
Lord  Vifcount  Townfhend. 

Lately ,  at  Afhill,  in  Ireland,  the 
Hon.  Mrs.  Coote,  wife  to  Chidley 
Coote,  Efq;  and  fifter  to  the  Earl 
of  Bellamont. 

Jan.  13.  In  Italy,  in  a  very  ad¬ 
vanced  age,  the  Countefs  Dowa„ 
of  Orford,  by  whole  death  a  join¬ 
ture  of  1 2,oool .  per  ann.  devolves 
to  the  Earl  of  Orford  :  her  ladylhip, 
by  her  own  delire,  was  to  be  buried 
in  Italy. 

15.  The  Queen  Dowager  of  Por¬ 
tugal  and  Aivarez. 

At  Bath,  Lady  Mary  Cooley. 

Sir  Henry  Cheere,  Bart. 

19.  At  Edinburgh,  where  he 
went  for  the  education  of  his  fon, 
John  Prefton,  Efq;  M.  P.  for  the 
borough  of  Navan,  and  nephew 
to  the  Earl  of  Ludlow  :  by  hiS 
death,  a  very  great  and  extenlive 
property  devolves  to  his  eldeft  fon; 
now  at  the  univerfity  in  Scot¬ 
land. 

23.  John  Williams,  Efq;  one 
of  the  judges  for  the  counties  of 
Glamorgan,  Brecon,  and  Radnor; 
in  South  Wales. 

27.  The  Rt.  Hon.  Lady  Brydgcs, 
at  Chelfea;  aunt  to  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Chandos. 

[Oj 


29.  Sir 
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29.  Sir  John  Chapman,  Bart. 
The  tide  and  eftate  devolve  to  an 
only  brother,  now  Sir  William,  who 
has  long  enjoyed  a  considerable 
eftate  at  Lowdham,  in  the  .county 
of  Suffolk,  bequeathed  to  him  by 
Mr.  Onebye. 

In  Harley  -  ftree t,  CavendiiV 
fqo.  the  Lady  of  Sir  John  Dyke, 
Bart. 

Feb.  9.  The  Hon.  Mr3.  A.  Pitt, 
Privy-Purfe  to  the  late  Princefs 
Dowager  of  Wales. 

After  a  few  hours  illnefs.  Lady 
Ranelagh ;  by  her  death  an  eftate 
of  3500  1.  per  an n.  devolves  on 
Lionel  Felton  Harvey,  Efq;‘  who 
married  her  only  daughter,  Mifs 
Elvill,  by  her  fir  ft  hufband.  Sir 
John  Elvill,  Bart.  , 

13.  Suddenly,  of  the  gout  in 
his  .ftomaeh,  Gen.  Sir  Rich.  Pear- 
fon,  K.  B.  :  he  went  home  from 
the  Pantheorl  in  perfect  health  cn 
the  evening  before,  and  expired 
before  eight  o’clock  the  next 
morning. 

13.  In  LincolnVinn-fields,  after 
a  few  days  illnefs,  the  Lady  of  the 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Loughborough, 
Lord  Chief  juftlce  of  his  majefty’s 
Court  of  Common-Pleas. 

16.  Sir  John  Major,  Bart,  of 
Wor  ling  worth,  and  Thornham- 
Hall,  both  in  Suffolk. 

March  1.  Prince  Eugene  of 
Deffau,  field-mariha.1  of  the  Saxon 
army,  in  the  76th  year  of  his  age, 
at  his  palace  at  Deffau. 

7.  At  Wreft-Houfe,  in  Bedford- 
fhire,  aged  30,  Ld.  Polwarth,  only 
fon  of  the  Earl  of  Marchmont,  and 
fon-in-law  to  the  Earl  of  Hard- 
vvicke.  Dying  without  iffue,  the 
Englifh  Barony  of  Hume,  created 
in  1 776,  is  extindl. 

In  Berkeley-fquare,  Sir  Francis 
Reynolds,  Knt. 


15.  At  Edinburgh,  Lady  Mary 
Douglas,  daugh.  of  William  firft 
Earl  of  March. 

16.  Matth.,  Wyldbore,  Efq;  one 
of  the  reprefentati  ves  for  the  city 
of  Peterborough  in  the  two  laft 
parliaments. 

Lately ,  Sir  Wm.  Molyneux, 
Bart,  one  of  the  verdurers  of  the 
foreft  of  Sherwood,  and  father  of 
Sir  Fra.  Molyneux. 

26.  Near  Rochefter,  Sir  W. 
Buchanan,  Knt.  aged  82,  formerly 
M.  P.  for  Staffordftiire. 

April  2.  The  Rt.  Hon.  Charles 
Lord  Elphinftone. 

3.  Hen,  Thraie,  Efq;  LL.  D.  an 
eminent  brewer,  and  member  in 
the  laft  parliament  for  the  borough 
of  Southwark. 

At  Bath,  the  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Earl  Conyngham ,  Vile.  Conyng- 
ham,  and  Baron  Mount  Charles,  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  alfo  a 
Privy  Counfellor  and  Lord  Lieute¬ 
nant  of  the  county  and  city  of  Lon¬ 
donderry,  in  that  kingdom. 

6.  At  Abercairny,  Scotland, 
the  Right  Hon.  Lady  Dowager 
-Rollo. 

7.  Rev.  Robt.  Watfon,  D.  D, 
Principal  of  the  Univerfity  of  St. 
Andrew’s,  author  of  the  Hiftory  of 
Philip  XI. 

8.  Right  Hon.  Lady  Barbara 
Gould,  daughter  to  the  Earl  of 
Sufiex. 

11.  At  Dublin,  in  the  66th 
year  of  his  age,  the  Right  Hon. 
William  Crofbie,  E.  of  Glandore, 
Vifcount  Groibie,  of  Ardfert,  and- 
Baron  of  Bran  den,  one  of  his  ma- 
jelly’s  Moft  Hon.  Privy  Council 
of  Ireland.  In  Nov.  1745,  he 
married  Lady  Theodofta  Bligh, 
filler  of  the  prefent  Ear]  of  Darn- 
ley,  and  by  her,,  who  died  in  May 
1777,  he  has  left  ifiue  one  fon  and 

'  three 
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three  daughters.  His  lordfliip  mar¬ 
ried  fecondly  the  relict  of - 

Ward,  Efq;  by  whom  he  had  no 
iffue. 

1 6.  Sir  jof.  Copley,  Bart,  of 
Sprotbrough,  co.  York. 

1 8.  At  Acomb,  near  York, 
Lady  Margaret  Dalziel,  only  dau. 
of  the  late  Earl  of  Carnwath. 

21.  At  CaPilecomer,  co.  Kilken¬ 
ny,  the  Rt.  Hon.  the  Countefs  of 
Wandesford. 

23.  At  GlafTaugh,  Banfffhire, 
aged  75,  Jas.  Abercromby,  Efq;  of 
Glalfaugh,  a  general  of  foot,  colo¬ 
nel  of  the  44th  reg.  and  Deputy- 
Governor  of  Stirling  Caflle. 

28.  At  Bath,  the  Right  Hon. 
Lady  Lucy  Sherard,  filler  of  the 
Earl  of  Harborough. 

29.  At  Bath,  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Teynham,  Baron  Teynham, 
co.  Kent,  whofe  title  and  efiates 
devolve  to  his  eldefl  fon,  the  Hon. 
Henry  Roper. 

May  3.  Lady  Charlotte  Percy, 
only  daughter  of  Earl  Percy. 

6.  At  Kenfington,  H.  Vaughan, 
Efq;  aged  10 1,  formerly  a  repre- 
fentative  in  parliament  for  Mon- 
mouthfliire. 

7.  '  At  Orielton,  Pembrokefh. 
Sir  William  Owen,  Bart. 

9.  At  Engleheld-Green,  near 
Staines,  in  the  6zd  year  of  his 
age,  the  Right  Hon.  William  De 
Grey,  Baron  Walfingham,  of  Wal¬ 
fingham,  in  Norfolk.  His  lordfhip 
was  younger  brother  of  Tho.  De 
Grey,  Eiq;  of  Merton,  in  Nor¬ 
folk,  lately  reprefentative  for  that 
county,  and  was  fon  of  Thomas 
De  Grey,  formerly  reprefentative 
for  Thetford,  co.  Norfolk.  Pie 
was  made  folicitor  to  the  queen 
in  the  year  1761  ;  folicitor-gene- 
ral  in  1763  ;  attorney-general  in 
1766 ;  member  for  Newport  in 
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1761,  1.768  ;  member  for  Camb. 
Univerfity  in  1770;  Chief  Juflice 
of  the  Common  -  Pleas  in  1771, 
which  he  religned  in  1780;  and 
Baron  Walfingham  in  1780.  By 
his  lady,  daughter  of  Win.  Cowper, 
Efq;  late  member  for  Hertford, 
he  had  ‘iffue  Thomas,  now  Lord 
Walfingham,  married  to  Georgia- 
na,  daugh.  of  Lord  Boflon  ;  Char¬ 
lotte,  married  to  jofeph  Wyndham, 
Efq. 

13.  Lieut.  Gen.  Wm.  Amherfl 
(brother  to  Lord  Amherfl),  adjut. 
general  of  his  majefly’s  forces, 
colonel  of  the  3 2d  reg.  of  foot, 
and  Governor  of  St.  John’s,  New¬ 
foundland. 

16.  The  Hon.  and  Rev.  John 
Stanley,  D.  D.  aged  90,  Reflor 
of  Winwick,  co.  Lane,  (a  living 
faid  to  be  worth  3000 1.  a  year), 
and  brother  to  the  late  Eari  of 
Derby. 

17.  In  Grofvenor-fquare,'  aged 
81,  Wm.  Aiflabie,  Efq;  of  Stud- 
ley-Park,  M.  P.  for  Rippon,  York- 
fhire,  and  one  of  the  auditors  of  his 
majefly’s  imprefl. 

20.  Lady  Mountague  Bertie, 
relift  of  Lord  Mountague  Bertie, 
2d  fon  of  R-obert,  the  firfl  Duke 
of  Ancafler  and  Kefleven,  by  his 
fecond  wife  Albina,  daughter  of 
Gen.  Farrington. 

At  his  feat  of  Caflleward  in 
Ireland,  the  Right  Hon.  Bernard 
Ward,  Lord  Baron  of  Bangor. 
He  was  created  Baron  Banp-or 

o 

May  32,  1770;  and  is  fucceeded 
in  title  and  eflate  by  his  eldefl  fon 
Michael. 

22.  At  Kenfington,  Rt.  Hon.  the 
Earl  of  Mornington,  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Ireland  ;  a  nobleman  of 
great  worth  and  abilities. 

31.  At  Abbevile,  near  Dublin, 
the  Right  Hon.  Lady  Louifa 
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Howard,  one  of  the  daughters  of 
the  lord-lieutenant. 

June  2.  At  Little  Milton,  co. 
Oxford,  Sir  John  D’Oyly,  Bart, 
aged  71,  whofe  title  devolves  up¬ 
on  Mr.  D’Oyly,  of  Adderbury 
Well. 

3.  In  Mortimer  -  ftreet,  Tho. 
Dummer,  Efq;  member  for  Ly- 
snington  in  Hampfhire. 

4.  At  Rome,  aged  51,  his  Emi- 
nency  John  Odlavius  Manciforte, 
Cardinal  Prieft  of  the  Holy  Roman 
See.  This  makes  the  12th  vacancy 
in  the  Sacred  College. 

9.  At  Dublin,  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Dunfany  ;  his  eftate  and  title 
devolves  to  his  fon  Randal,  now 
Lord  Dunfany. 

13.  At  Orton,  Huntingd.  Sir 
C.  Cope,  Bart. 

14.  The  Lady  of  John  Ambrey, 
Efq;  member  for  Wallingford, 
Berks. 

15.  Rt.  Hon.  John  Lord  Baron 
Life,  aged  79. 

23.  At  Merton,  in  Norfolk,  Tho. 
De  Grey,  Efq;  elder  brother  of  the 
late  Lord  Walfmgham,  and  repre¬ 
sentative  in  two  parliaments  for 
that  county. 

27.  At  Hampftead,  Sir  John 
Honey  wood,  Bart. 

At  Invernefs,  Lady  Amelia  Hal- 
jkett,  widow  of  Sir  Peter  H.  of 
Pitfirran. 

July  2.  At  Edinburgh,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Baron  Maule. 

6.  At  Ely-Houfe  in  Dover-ftreet, 
of  a  dropfy  in  the  bread,  in  the 
68th  year  of  his  age,  the  Right 
Rev.  Dr.  Edmund  Keene,  Lord 
Bimop  of  Ely.  His  lordfnip  was  a 
native  of  Lynn  in  Norfolk,  and 
a  younger  brother  of  the  late  Sir 
Benjamin  Keene,  K.  B.  formerly 
ambaffador  to  Spain,  who  left  him 
his  fortune. 


9.  At  Eton-fchool,  the  eldeft 
fon  of  Sir  Brooke  Bridges,  Bart. 
His  death  was  occafioned  by  a  fall 
as  he  w'as  running  the  preceding 
evening,  but  did  not  then  perceive 
he  was  hurt;  he  awoke  feveral  times 
in  the  night,  and  was  lick  ;  his 
brother  coming  to  him  to  enquire 
how  he  w'as  in  the  morning,  he 
anfvvered  he  was  very  well,  and  ex¬ 
pired  in  ten  minutes. 

18.  At  Stobhall,  Right  Hon. 
James,  Earl  of  Perth. 

29!.  Suddenly,  at  his  feat  at 
Dodderfhall  in  Bucks,  the  Right 
Hon.  Richard  Fienes,  Vifcount  and 
Baron  Say  and  Sele,  and  LL.D. 
His  father,  the  Rev.  Rich.  Fienes, 
married  Penelope,  daughter  of 
Geo.  Chamberlain,  of  Warding- 
ton,  in  Oxfcrdfh.  Efq;  by  whom, 
he  had  iffue  (befides  the  late  vifc.) 
Sufanna,  who  died  unmarried  ; 
Vere-Alicia,  married  to  Richard 
Wykeham,  of  SwaclifF,  Gxfordfti,, 
Efq;  Elizabeth  to  the  Rev.  Henry 
Quartley,  Redtor  of  Wicken,  Nor- 
thamptonfhire  ;  and  Cecilia,  to 
Alex.  Gordon,  of  Greenwich  in 
Kent,  Efq.  His  lordfhip  was  the 
grandfon  of  the  Hon.  Rich.  Fienes, 
fourth  fon  of  William  fir  ft  Vifc. 
Say  and  Sele,  fo  created  July  7, 
.1624,  22  James  I.  ;  and  in  1742 
(being  then  fellow  of  New  Col¬ 
lege,  Oxford,  of  which  the  Fienes’s 
are  founder’s  kin)  fucceeded  to 
the  title  on  the  death  of  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  firft  coufm,  Laurence,  and 
thus  became  the  fixth  vifcount. 
He  married,  in  1754,  Chriftabella, 
daughter  of  .  Sir  John  Tyrrel,  of 
Bucks,  Bart,  and  relidt  iirft  of 
John  Knapp,  Efq;  and  afterwards 
of  John  Pigot,  of  Dodderfhall,  in 
the  fame  county,  Efq;  by  whom 
he  had  no  iiTue.  The  title  of 
vifcount  is  now  fuppofed  to  be 
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extinft.  Col.  Twideton  has  lately 
been  called  up  by  writ  to  the 
barony. 

31.  At  his  feat  at  Cobham  Hall, 
near  Rocheder,  the  Right  Hon. 
john  Bligh,  Earl  and  Vifc.  Darn- 
ley,  and  Baron  Clifton,  of  Rath- 
more,  in  Ireland  ;  and  Lord  Clif¬ 
ton  of  Lighton  Bromfvvold,  in  Eng¬ 
land,  hereditary  High  Steward  of 
Gravefend  and  Milton  in  Kent. 
His  lordfhip  was  born  in  1719. 
In  1 7 3 9 >  being  then  a  commoner, 
he  was  returned  member  of  the 
Irifh  parliament  for  Athboy  ;  and 
in  1741?  of  the  parliament  of  Eng¬ 
land  for  Maiddone  in  Kent.  In 
1747  he  fucceeded  his  brother,  the 
late  earl  ;  and  in  Sept.  1766,  he 
married,  in  Ireland,  the  daughter 
and  heirefs  of  the  late  John  Stoyte, 
Efq.  He  is  fucceeded  in  title  and 
eftate  by  his  eldeil  fon.  Lord  Clif¬ 
ton,  a  youth  of  17,  now  at  Eton - 
fchool .  The  late  earl  has  ordered, 
by  his  will,  his  remains  to  be  in¬ 
terred,  or  entombed,  in  a  maufo- 
leum  to  be  built  and  confecrated 
for  that  purpofe  in  his  park.  In 
the  mean  time  they  are  to  be  em¬ 
balmed  and  l'oldered  up. 

Lately ,  at  Sidcup,  the  Hon. 
Thomas  Arundel,  Count  of-  the 
Sacred  Roman  Empire,  bro¬ 
ther  to  Lord  Arundel  of  War- 
dour. 

At  Envil,  StafFordfh.  the  Right 
Hon.  Lady  Dorothy  Grey,  aunt 
to  the  Earl  of  Stamford. 

At  St.  Catharine’s,  Dublin,  Sir 
Richard  Woolfley,  Bart. 

At  Pyrmont,  Baron  De  Vel- 
theim,  lieut.  gen.  of  the  cavalry 
in  his  majefty’s  Electoral  army  at 
Hanover. 

At  Stettin,  in  Germany,  in  the 
£6th  year  of  his  age,  his  Serene 


Highnefs  Prince  Auguflus  Wm. 
of  Brunfwick  Bevern,  general  of 
infantry  in  the  Pruffian  fervice, 
and  Governor  of  Stettin. 

Aug.  6.  Drowned,  as  he  was 
bathing  in  the  Thames,  the  2d 
fon  of  Sir  Charles  Cocks,  Bart, 
an  amiable  and  mod  promifing 
youth  of  Wedminder-fchool. 

30.  After  a  long  illnefs,  during 
which  he  was  feveral  times  confi¬ 
dently  reported  to  have  been  dead. 
Geo.  Hayley,  Efq;  Alderman  of 
Cordwainer’s  Ward,  and  one  of  the 
four  reprefentatives  in  parliament 
for  the  city  of  London.  He  mar¬ 
ried  the  filler  of  john  Wrilkes,  ETq; 
widow  of  Mr.  Stork,  an  eminent 
Well-India  merchant,  and  by  her 
had  two  fons,  who  died  young, 
and  two  daughters,  pne  of  whom 
furvives. 

At  Auchiries,  the  Hon.  John 
Forbes,  of  Pitfligo,  aged  68.  He 
was  only  fon  to  Alexander  Lord 
Forbes,  of  Pitfligo,  by  his  fird 
Lady  Rebecca  Norton,  of  London. 
He  married,  the  2d  of  Aug.  17 50,^ 
Rebecca  Ogilvie,  elded  daugh.  of 
the  late  James  Ogilvie,  of  Auchi¬ 
ries  ;  by  whom  having  had  no  iffue, 
the  male  line  of  the  ancient  and 
noble  houfe  of  Pitfligo  is  extinft. 
The  family  is  now  reprefented  by 
Sir  Wm.  Forbes,  Bart,  banker  in 
Edinburgh. 

At  Tobago,  a  few  days  before 
the  French  took  polfedion  of  it, 
the  Hon.  Lieut.  Sutton,  of  the 
86th  reg.  of  foot.  Ion  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Lord  Geo.  Sutton. 

At  Philorth,  aged  61,  the  Right 
Hon.  George  Lord  Saltoun. 

The  Right  Hon.  William  Earl 
of  Panmure,  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  Col.  of  the  Scotch  Greys, 
and  reprefentative  in  parliament 
[O]  3 
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for  the  county  of  Forfar  in.  Scot¬ 
land. 

Sept.  1.  At  Drefden,  his  Serene 
Highuefs  Prince  Charles,  brother 
to  the  Eleftor  of  Saxony,  in  the 
30th  year  of  his  age. 

10.  Sir  Thomas  Gooch,  Bart,  of 
Benacree-Hall,  co.  Suffolk. 

12.  At  Naples,  aged  30,  of  a 
dyfentery.  Lord  Rich.  Cavendifh, 
next  brother  to  the  D.  of  Devon- 
ihire,  and  brother  to  the  Duchefs 
of  Portland.  His  lord fhip  wa/mem- 
ber  in  the  laft  parliament  for  Lan- 
c after,  and  chofen  at  the  late  gene¬ 
ral  election  for  the  co.  Derby. 

16.  At  Briftol,  the  Rignt  Hon. 
Dorothy  Countefs  of  Harborough, 
Lady  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl 
of  Harborough,  of  Stapleford,  Lei- 
cefterfhire. 

21.  At  Alh -Flail,  co.  York,  Sir 
Laurence  Dundas,  Bart,  member 
for  Richmond  in  the  laft  parlia¬ 
ment.  By  the  death  of  Sir  L.  D. 
an  eftate  of  i6,oool.  per  ann.  de¬ 
volves  to  his  fon,  now  Sir  Tho. 
Dundas.  He  is  alfo  faid  to  have 
left  behind  him,  in  various  lega¬ 
cies  to  his  nephews  and  other  re 
lations,  the  immenfe  fortune  of 
900,0001.  in  perfonalities  and  land¬ 
ed  property. 

Sir  Tho.  Mannock,  Bart,  who 
is  fucceeded  in  title  and  eftate  by 
bis  brother  Geo.  Mannock,  Efq; 
of  Bromley- Hall,  Eftex. 

At  Briftol,  the  Rev.  Sir  Robert 
Pynfent,  Bart,  a  gentleihan  well 
known  for  his  conteft  with  the  E. 
of  Chatham  for  the  Pynfent  eftate. 

At  Eyre  Court,  in  Ireland,  the 
Right  Hon.  John  Lord  Eyre. 

At  Brough  Flail,  Yorkfhire,  Sir 
Henry  Lawfon,  Bart.  He  is  fuc¬ 
ceeded  in  title  and  eftate  by  his 
eldeft  fon,  now  Sir  John  Lawfon. 

28.  At  bis  feat  at  St,  Ofyth, 


in  Eftex,  aged  64,  the  Right  Horn 
William  Henry  Naifau  De  Zule- 
ilein,  Earl  of  Rochford,  Vifcount 
Tunbridge,  Knight  of  the  Garter, 
one  of  his  majefty’s  privy  council, 
one  of  the  *elder  brethren  of  the 
Trinity-Houfe,  a  Governor  of  the 
Charter-Houfe,  Vice-admiral  of  the 
coafts  of  Eftex,  Lord  Lieut,  and 
Cuft.  Rot.  of  the  county,  and  Col. 
of  the  weftern  battalion  of  the  Eftex 
militia.  Fie  married  Lucy,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Edw<  Young,  Eiq;  of  Durn- 
ford,  Wilts,  and  one  of  the  maids 
of  honour  to  the  Princefs  of  Wales. 
Dying  without  iflue,  his  titles  and 
eftate  devolve  to  his  nephew,  Wm, 
Henry  Naftau,  Efq;  eldeft  fon  of 
the  late  Hon.  Rich.  Savage  Naftau, 
formerly  M.  P.  for  Maiden  in 
Eftex. 

Oft.  1.  In  Taviftock-ftreet,  Mr, 
John  Charles  Newby,  brother-in- 
law  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bate. 

The  Right  Hon,  Vere  Beauclerk, 
Lord  Vere  of  Hanworth,  one  of  the 
Vice-preftdents  of  the  Afylum,  and 
uncle  to  the  Duke  of  St.  Alban’s. 
His  lordfhip  was  the  third  fon  of 
Charles  the  firft  Duke  of  St.  Al¬ 
ban’s,  by  his  wife  the  Lady  Diana 
Vere,  foie  heir  of  the  20th  and 
laft  Earl  of  Oxford  of  that  illuf- 
trious  family.  He  married  the 
eldeft  daughter  and  coheir  of  Tho. 
Chambers,  Efq;  of  Hanworth,  in 
Middlefex,  and  lifter  to  the  Coun¬ 
tefs  Temple,  by  whom  he  left  a  fon, 
Aubrey,  now  Lord  Vere,  member 
in  the  parliament  that  met  in  1768, 
for  Aldborough  in  Yorkfhire,  who 
in  1763  married  Lady  Catharine 
Ponfonby,  daughter  of  the  Earl 
of  Befborough,  by  whom  he  has 
iffue  ;  and  a  daughter,  Mary,  mar¬ 
ried  in  J762  to  Lord  Cha.  Spencer, 
next  brother  to  the  Duke  of  Marl¬ 
borough. 
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3.  At  Witham-Place,  in  Elfex, 
William  Lord  Stourton,  a  Roman 
Catholic  peer.  He  is  fucceeded  in 
title  and  ellate  by  his  fon,  the  Hon. 
Cha.  Philip  Stourton. 

4.  Sir  Rkh.  Murray,  Bart,  of 
Blackbarony.  He  is  lucceeded  in 
title  by  his  brother,  now  Sir  Arch. 
Murray. 

6.  Right  Hon.  Henry  Fred. 
Thynne  Howe,  Lord  Chedvvorth, 
aged  66.  He  is  fucceeded  in  title 
and  ellate  by  his  nephew,  Tho. 
Howe,  Efq. 

7.  Lady  Honywood,  relift  of  Sir 
John  Honywood,  Bart,  of  Evington, 
Kent.  Her  ladyfhip  was  aunt  to 
Sir  John  Filmer,  Bart. 

13.  Cha.  Millar,  Efq;  brother 
to  Sir  Tho.  Miilar,  and  to  the 
Countefs  of  Albemarle,  and  equer¬ 
ry  to  his  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  Glou- 
ceiler. 

14.  At  Beckenham,  in  Kent,  Sir 
Piercy  Brett,  Knt.  Admiral  of  the 
Blue,  an  elder  brother  of  the  Tri- 
nity-Houfe,  and  one  of  the  direftors 
of  Greenwich  Hofpital. 

15.  At  Brufiels,  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Alex.  Erfkine,  Earl  of  Kelly,  in 
Scotland,  Vifcount  Fenton,  See. 
Sc c.  He  is  fucceeded  in  title  and 
ellate  by  his  brother,  the  Hon. 
Major  Arch.  Erlkine,  of  the  nth 
reg.  of  foot. 

16.  At  Sunbury,  in  Midd.  the 
Right  Hon.  Edward  Lord  Hawke, 
K.  B.  Vice  Adm.  of  Great  Britain, 
admiral  of  the  fleet,  Prefident  of 
the  Maritime-School,  and  an  elder 
brother  of  the  Trinity-Houfe. 

19.  In  Fifefhire,  Sir  Robert 
Henderfon,  of  Fordell,  Bart. 

20.  At  Trelowarren,  in  Corn¬ 
wall,  Sir  Rich.  Vyvyan,  Bart,  who 
is  fucceeded  in  title  and  ellate  by 
his  brother,  now  the  Rev,  SirCarew 
Vyvyan. 


22.  Suddenly,  at  Burford,  Ox¬ 
fordshire,  aged  7.5,  Win.  Lenthall, 
Efq;  one  of  the  juflices  of  the 
peace  for  that  county,  and  great 
grandlon  to  Lenthall,  fpeaker  of 
the  long  parliament  in  Cromwell’s 
time. 

24.  In  Charles-flr.  Grofvenor- 
fquare,  aged  97  years  4  months. 
Lady  Gray,  relift  of  Sir  James 
Gray,  Bart,  and  mother  of  the  late 
Sir  James  and  Sir  George. 

27.  At  Nackington,  near  Can¬ 
terbury,  Mrs.  Milles,  mother  to 
Rich.  Milles,  Efq;  late  M.  P.  for 
that  city,  and  to  the  Lady  of  Sir 
Edw.  Aflley,  Bart. 

Nov.  3.  At  Stapleford,  co.  Leic. 
the  Right  Hon.  Lady  Dorothy 
Sherard,  only  daughter  of  the  E.  of 
Harborough,  by  Dorothy,  the  late 
countefs. 

10.  At  his  houfe  in  the  Warren, 
Woolwich,  aged  77,  Lieut.  Gen. 
Geo.  Williams,  col.  of  the  2d  bat¬ 
talion  of  the  royal  reg.  of  artillery  ; 
he  was  near  60  years  an  officer,  and 
was  buried  on  the  1 6th  at  Woolwich 
with  military  honours. 

12.  At  Hartford,  near  Hunting¬ 
don,  Mrs.  Wadefon,  relift  of  Ro¬ 
bert  Wadefon,  Efq;  formerly  of  the 
Eland  of  Barbadoes. 

Lately ,  at  Lilboh,  where  he  went 
for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  the 
Right  Hon.  Lord  John  Peiham 
Clinton,  2d  fon  of  the  Duke  of 
Newcallle,  member  for  Eaft  Ret¬ 
ford,  co.  Nottingham,  and  one  of 
the  gentlemen  of  the  bed-chamber 
to  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

Hon.  Earn.  Butler,  brother  to  the 
late  Lord  Dunboyne. 

Dec.  2.  Of  an  apoplexy,  the 
Rev.  Edw.  Barnard,  D.  D.  Provolt 
of  Eton  College,  Canon  ofWind- 
for,  Reftor  of  Paul’s  Cray,  Kent, 
and  one  of  his  maje fly’s  chaplains 
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in  ordinary.  He  was  formerly  fel¬ 
low  of  St.  John’s  College,  Camb. 
and  mailer  in  Eton  fchool.  He  has 
left  one  fon,  now  at  St.  John’s. 

4.  At  Norwich,  Sir  Thomas 
Churchman,  Knt.  Alderman  of 
Mancroft  Ward.  He  ferved  the 
office  of  IherifF  in  the  year  1 757, 
was  eledled  an  alderman  in  1759* 
and  chief  magiftrate  in  1761. 

11.  At  his  feat  at  Well  Wy¬ 
combe,  Bucks,  after  a  tedious  ill- 
nefs,  the  Right  Hon,  Fra.  Dalh- 
wood.  Lord  Le  Befpencer,  Pre¬ 
mier  Baron  of  England,  a  Privy 
Counfellor,  Lord  Lieut,  and  Cull. 
Rot.  of  Buckinghamlhire,  joint 
Pollmaller  -  General,  one  of  the 
Vice-Prelidents  of  the  Foundling 
Hofpital  and  of  the  Medical  Aly- 
lum,  F»R.  and  A.SS.  and  LL.D. 
His  lordffiip,  in  May  1763,  was 
appointed  Keeper  '  of  the  Great 
Wardrobe,  and  Lord  Lieut,  of  the 
co.  of  Bucks ;  and  one  of  the  joint 
Poilmafters  -  Gen,  Dec.  19,  1770, 


He  married  Mifs  Gould,  of  Iver? 
Bucks,  daugh.  of  the  late  Henry 
Gould,  Efq.  Her  ladylhip  died 
without  ilhie,  Feb.  2,  1760.  The 
ancient  Barony  of  Le  Defpencer 
novV  defeends  to  Sir  Tho.  Staple- 
ton,  Bart,  of  Grey’s  Court,  near 
Henley,  Oxfordlhrre,  grandfon  of 
Vere,  Earl  of  Weftmoreland,  and 
Lord  Le  Defpencer. 

22.  In  Upper  Brook-ftr.  Grof- 
venor-fquare,  the  Right  Hon.  Lady 
Frances  Cpningfby.  She  was  hruck 
with  the  palfy  in  her  heart  as  llie 
was  going  out  in  her  carriage,  and 
expired  immediately.  By  her  death. 
Lord  Malden  comes  into  poffeffioii 
of  7000 1.  a  year,  and  a  large  fum 
of  money. 

25.  The  eldeft  fon  of  the  late 
Sir  John  Cope.  The  above  young 
gentleman  was  not  above  12  years 
old,  and  but  a  few  days  on  an  ex¬ 
cursion  from  Eton  College.  The 
title  defeends  to  his  uncle,  a  private 
gentleman. 
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The  Trial  of  George  Gordon,  Efq; 
commonly  called  Lord  George 
Gordon,  for  High  Treafon ,  at 
the  Bar  of  the  Court  of  King's - 
Bench ,  on  Monday ,  1781*. 

Copy  of  the  Indittment  preferred 
againf  Lord  George  Gordon  by 
the  Grand  Jury . 

“  Middlefex, 

ff  H  E  jurors  for  our  lord 

the  king  upon  their  oath 
prefent.  That  George  Gordon, 
late  of  the  parifh  of  St.  Mary-Le- 
JBone.  otherwise  Marybone,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  Efq;  com¬ 
monly  called  Lord  George  Gor¬ 
don,  being  a  fubjeft  of  our  laid 
fovereign  Lord  George  the  Third, 
by  the  Grace  of  God  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  King, 
Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c.'  not 
having  the  fear  of  God  before  his 
eyes,  nor  weighing  the  duty  of  his 
allegiance,  but  being  moved  and 


feduced  by  the  inftigation  of  the 
devil,  and  entirely  withdrawing 
the  love,  and  true  and  due  obe¬ 
dience  which  every  fubject  of  our 
faid  fovereign  lord  the  king  fhould 
and  of  right  ought  to  bear  towards 
our  faid  prelent  fovereign  lord 
the  king,  and  wickedly  devifing 
and  intending  to  difturb  the  peace 
and  public  tranquillity  of  this 
kingdom,  on  the  2d  day  of  June, 
in  the  twentieth  year  of  the  reign 
of  our  faid  fovereign  lord  the  now 
king,  at  the  parifh  of,  St.  Marga* 
ret,  within  the  liberty  of  Wed- 
minder,  in  the  faid  county  of 
Middlefex,  unlawfully,  maiicioul- 
ly,  and  traitorcully  did  ccmpafs, 
imagine,  and  intend  to  ra'ife  and 
levy  war,  infurre&ion,  and  rebel¬ 
lion  againft  our  faid  lord  the  king 
within  this  kingdom  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  ;  and  to  fulfil  and  bring  to 
effedt  the  faid  traitorous  compaf- 
fings,  imaginations,  and  inten¬ 
tions  of  him  the  faid  George  Gor-* 


*  The  Court  confided  of — William  Earl  of  Mansfield,  Lord  Chief  Juftice 
Edward  Willes,  Efq;  Sir  W.  H.  Afhurft,  Knt.  Francis  Buller,  Efq 
Ju  dices. 

The  Jury — Thomas  Collins,  Efq;  Berner-dreet ;  Henry  bladings,  Efq; 
Queen  Anne-ftreet  ;  Edward  Hulfe,  Efq;  Harley-dreet ;  Edward  Pom- 
fret,  Efq;  New  North-dreet  ;  Gedeliah  Gatfield,  Efq;  Hackney  ;  Jofeph 
Pickles,  Efq;  Homerton  ;  Edward  Gordon,  Efq;  Bromley  ;  Marnia- 
duke  Peacock,  Efq;  Hackney;  Francis  Degon,  Efq;  Hsmmf.  rimilh  ; 
Simon' Le  Sage,  Efq;  ditto;  Robert  Armitage,  Efq;  Kenfington  ; 
John  Rix,  Efq;  Whitechapel. 

(Council  for  the  Crown — Mr.  Attorney-General,  Mr.  Solicitor-General, 
Mr.  Bearcroft,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Howarth,  Mr.  Dunning,  Mr.  Norton. 
Council  for  tbs  Prifoner — Mr.  Kenyon,  Mr,  Eiikine. 
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don,  he  the  faid  George  Gordon 
afterwards  (that  is  to  lay)  on  the 
2d  day  of  jane,  in  the  twentieth 
year  aforefaid,  with  force  of  arms. 
See.  at  the  faid  parifh  of  St.  Mar¬ 
garet,  within  the  liberty  of  Weft- 
minfter,  in  the  laid  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex,  with  a  great  multitude  of 
perfons  whofe  names  are  at  prefen t 
unknown  to  the  jurors  aforefaid, 
to  a  great  number,  to  wit,  to  the 
number  of  five  hundred  perfons 
and  upwards,  armed  and  arrayed 
in  a  warlike  manner  (that  is  to 
fay),  with  colours  flying,  and 
with  {words,  clubs,  bludgeons. 
Haves,  and  other  weapons,  as  well 
offenfive  as  defensive,  being  then 
and  there  unlawfully,  malicioufly, 
and  traitoroufly  aflembled  and  ga¬ 
thered  together  again  ft  our  laid 
prefent  fovereign  lord  the  king, 
roo fc  wickedly,  malicioufly,  and 
traitoroufly  did  ordain,  prepare, 
and  levy  public  war  againft  our 
faid  lord  the  king,  his  iupreme 
and  undoubted  lord,  contrary  to 
the  duty  of  his  allegiance,  againft 
the  peace  of  our  faid  lord  the  king, 
his  crown,  and  dignity,  and  alfo 
againft  the  form  of  the  ftatute  in 
fuch  cafe  made  and  provided. 
And  the  jurors  aforefaid,  upon 
their  oath  aforefaid,  further  pre¬ 
fent,  that  the  faid  George  Gor¬ 
don,  being  a  fubje£l  of  our  Sove¬ 
reign  Lord  George  the  Third,  by 
the  Grace  of  God  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  France,  and  Ireland,  King, 
Defender  of  the  Faith,  See.  not 
having  the  fear  of  God  before  his 
eyes,  but  being  moved  and  feduc- 
ed  by  the  mitigation  of  the  devil, 
and  entirely  withdrawing  the  love, 
and  true  and  due  obedience  which 
every  fubjedt  of  our  faid  fovereign 
lord  the  king  ihould,  and  of  right 
ought  to  bear  towards  our  faid 
prefent  fovereign  lord  the  king, 
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and  wickedly  deviling  and  intend¬ 
ing  to  difturb  the  peace  and  public 
tranquillity  of  this  kingdom,  af¬ 
terwards,  to  wit,  on  the  faid  ie- 
cond  day  of  June,  in  the  twentieth 
year  of  the  reign  of  our  faid  fove¬ 
reign  lord  the  now  king,  and  on 
divers  other  days  and  times  be¬ 
tween  that  day  and  the  tenth  day 
of  the  faid  month  of  June,  at  the 
faid  parifti  of  St.  Margaret,  within 
the  liberty  of  Wefttninfter,  in  the 
faid  county  of  Middlefex,  unlaw¬ 
fully,  malicioufly,  and  traitorouf¬ 
ly,  did  compafs,  imagine,  and 
intend  to  raife  and  levy  war,  in- 
furredtion,  and  rebellion  againft 
our  faid  lord  the  king,  within  this 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  ;  and 
to  fulfil  and .  bring  to  effect  the 
faid  laft  mentioned  traitorous  com- 
paflings,  imaginations,  and  inten¬ 
tions  of  him  the  faid  George  Gor¬ 
don,  he  the  faid  George  Gordon, 
on  the  faid  fecond  day  of  June, 
in  the  twentieth  year  aforefaid, 
and  on  divers  other  days  and  times 
between  that  day  and  the  tenth 
day  of  the  fame  month  of  June, 
with  force  and  arms.  Sec.  at  the 
faid  parifti  of  St.  Margaret,  within 
the  liberty  of  Weftminfter,  in  the 
faid  county  of  Middlefex,  with  a 
great  multitude  of  perfons  whofe 
names  _are  at  prefent  unknown  to 
the  jurors  aforefaid,  to  a  great 
number,  to  wit,  to  the  number  of 
five  hundred  perfons  and  upwards, 
armed  and  arrayed  in  a  warlike 
manner  (that  is  to  fay),  with  co¬ 
lours  flying,  and  with  fwords, 
clubs,  bludgeons,  ftave's,  and  o- 
ther  weapons,  as  well  offenlive  as 
defen  five,  being  then  and  there 
unlawfully,  malicioufly,  and  trai¬ 
toroufly  aflembled  and  gathered 
together  againft  our  faid  preient 
fovereign  lord  the  king,  moft  wick¬ 
edly,  malicioufly,  and  traitorouf¬ 
ly 
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ly  did  ordain,  prepare,  and  levy 
public  war  againft  our  faid  lo<d 
the  king,  his  fupreme  and  un¬ 
doubted  lord,  contrary  to  the  duty 
of  his  allegiance,  againft  the  p  ace 
of  our  faid  lord  the  king,  his 
crown,  and  dignity,  and  alfo  a- 
gainft  the  form  of  the  ftatute  in 
fuch  cafe  made  and  provided.” 

Mr.  Norton  opened  the  IndiEtment. 

Mr.  attorney-general  then  ftat- 
ed,  that  the  particular  fpecies  of 
treafbn,  with  which  the  prifoner 
was  charged,  was  *  levying  war 
againft  the  king  within  his  realm 
that  4  this  offence,  within  the  fta¬ 
tute  25  Edw.  III.  is  of  two  forts, 
the  one  dire&ly  and  immediately 
againft  the'perfon  of  the  king  ;’ 
that  *  the  other,  conftru&ive  levy¬ 
ing  of  war,  is  againft  the  majefty 
of  the  king,  as  a  great  and  nume¬ 
rous  infurredtion  of  the  people  to 
effe6l  by  force  an  alteration  of  the 
eftabiifhed  law  of  the  country,  or 
the  reformation  of  grievances,  real 
or  imaginary,  in  which  the  infur- 
gents  have  no  particular  or  fpe- 
cial  intereft  ;’  and,  that  it  was  of 
the  latter  kind  of  levying  war  with 
which  the  prifoner  flood  charged. 

He  then  entered  into  a  difcuf- 
fion  of  the  A 61  againft  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  the  nth  and  izth  of 
King  William,  foewing  that  the 
claufes  it  contained  were  equally 
cruel  and  fevere,  and  could  only 
be  juftified  by  the  neceffity  of  the 
cafe,  for  the  falvation  of  the  ftate 
and  our  religion  ;  that  the  hiftory 
of  the  times  afforded  no  proof  of 
fuch  neceffity,  nor  any  apology  for 
the  hardships  of  fuch  provisions ; 
that  the  bill,  on  the  contrary,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Bifhop  Burnet’s  ac¬ 
count,  originated  in  party  fa6lion> 
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and  was  brought  into  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  that  the  court  party, 
by  rejefling  it,  might  incur  the 
odium  of  favouring  the  Catholics  ; 
that  thofe  who  brought  it  in  did 
not  mean  it  ihould  pafs,  but  were 
difappointed  in  their  views,  the 
court  party  making  no  oppofition 
to  it ;  that  wifoing  then  to  drop 
it,  they  could  not ;  upon  which, 
they  added  many  fevere  and  un- 
reaionable  claufes  to  the  bill,  and 
fent  it  up  to  the  lords  in  hopes  that 
they  would  rejedl  it,  who,  how¬ 
ever,  fuffeied  it  to  pafs.  c  It  was 
too  much,’  added  the  attorney- 
general,  ‘  for  any  party  or  fadlion 
to  flake  upon  their  game  the  li¬ 
berties  and  fortunes  of  others.’ 

He  next  juftified  the  A6t  paffed 
in  1778,  to  relieve  the  Roman 
Catholics  from  the  oppreffive  clau¬ 
fes  of  the  faid  A 61  of  the  1  ith  and 
1 2th  of  King  William.  4  This 
Bill,’  faid  he,  e  was  brought  in 
by  a  member  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  diftinguifhed  for  his 
love  of  the  civil  rights  of  man¬ 
kind,  and  for  his  firm  and  zealous 
attachment  to  the  Froteftant  reli¬ 
gion,  and  who  befides  poffeffes 
every  public  and  private  virtue  that 
can  adorn  the  citizen  and  the  man 
— I  mean  Sir  George  Savile.  It 
paffed  through  the  commons  al- 
moft  unanimoufly,  the  oppofition 
made  to  it  by  fome  not  being  to 
the  principle  of  the  Bill,  but  that 
it  did  not  go  far  enough  in  the- 
redrefs  :  for,  at  the  time  of  paf- 
fing  this  A61  of  King  William, 
the  Roman  Catholics  were  exclud¬ 
ed  from  any  {hare  in  government, 
from  any  office  of  truft  civil  or 
military,  and  the  perions  of  that 
religion  performing  any  part  of 
their  fun6tions,  as  priefts,  or  keep¬ 
ing  of  fchools,  or  educating  youth, 

were 
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Were  liable  to  many  pecuniary  pe¬ 
nalties,  and  in  fome  inftances  to 
temporary  imprifonment.’ 

After  mentioning  that  the  re¬ 
peal  of  the  Ad:  in  queftion  was  con¬ 
ditional  only,  and  retrained  to 
thofe  who  fhould  take  an  oath  of 
the  ftrongelt  affuranee  of  loyalty 
to  the  government,  and  an  abju¬ 
ration  in  the  mod  explicit  terms 
of  every  pretender  to  the  crown 
and  government,  with  a  pofttive 
renunciation  of  any  authority  of 
the  fee  of  Rome,  in  civil  or  tem¬ 
poral  cafes,  within  this  kingdom  ; 
he  took  notice  of  the  great  difturb- 
ances  at  Edinburgh  in  February 
1779,  upon  the  fuppofition  of  a 
limilar  bill  for  the  reliel  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  in  Scotland. 
This  he  noticed,  as  what  would 
be  found  to  be  a  very  material 
circumftance  when  he  came  to  date 
the  condud  of  the  prifoner. 

Faffing  then  to  the  Protedant 
Affociation,  he  mentioned  the 
pains  that  were  taken  to  create  a 
belief  that  the  repeal  of  the  fta- 
tute  of  King  William  would  be 
attended  with  imminent  danger  to 
the  date,  and  to  the  Protedant  re¬ 
ligion.  *  Upon  this  ground,5  faid 
he,  (  a  petition  was  determined 
upGp,  g,nd,  if  they  apprehended 
danger,  they  did  right  to  petition  ; 
it  is  the  inherent  right  of  the  fub- 
jed  to  petition  parliament  ;  and, 
whenever  they  imagine  a  cafe  pro¬ 
per  for  the  confideration  of  par¬ 
liament,  they  do  right  to  bring  it 
before  them  ;  and  I  believe  this 
petition  was  at  one  time  intended 
to  have  been  prefented  in  a  legal, 
coniHtutiouaJ,  and  orderly  man¬ 
ner.5 

Adverting  to  the  circumdance  of 
affembling,  by  public  advertife- 
ment,  in  St.  George’s  Fields,  a 
vaft  multitude  of  people,  which 


he  called  a  large  army,  he  faid* 
that,  ‘  though  it  is  the  innate 
right  of  the  fa bj eft  to  prdent  a  pe¬ 
tition  to  parliament,  yet  the  pe¬ 
titioners  are  not  to  didate  to  par¬ 
liament,  or  take  from  parliament 
their  deliberation  upon  the  fub- 
jed ;  that  would  tend  diredly  to 
the  diffolution  of  the  eonliitution, 
and  the  fubverfion  of  govern¬ 
ment.’ 

Defcribiner  then  the  march  of 

O 

the  Proteftant  Affociators  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  which  he 
faid  was  as  regular  as  an  army 
trained  to  it,  and  dwelling  upon 
the  dreadful  outrages  and  confla¬ 
grations  that  enfued,  he  oblerved, 
that  ‘  all  perfons  who  contributed 
to  the  perpetration  of  them  were 
as  criminal  as  the  very  perfons 
who  committed  the  ad,  and  more 
fo,  efpecially  if  they  are  to  be 
afcribed  to  their  incitement  and 
encouragement.5  He  then  added, 
*  Gentlemen,  -you  have  now  before 
you,  as  will  appear  upon  the  evi¬ 
dence,  the  author  of  all  thefe  vio¬ 
lent  and  difgraceful  proceedings, 
to  whom  the  whole  is  to  be  im¬ 
puted.  An  offender  of  fuch  a  ae- 
fcription  has  not  often  appeared 
in  a  court  of  judice.5  Jn  further 
hating  the  condud  of  the  prifoner, 
he  dwelt  much  upon  the  moh  mi¬ 
nute  circumftances  that  could  tend 
to  criminate  him,  particularly  on 
his  allufton  to  the  firmnefs  of  the 
Scotch,  and  then  concluded  by 
calling  for  the 

Evidence  for  the  Crovjji. 

William  Hay,  a  printer  in 
Fleet- ftreet,  fwore,  that  he  had 
ieen  tlie  prifoner  five  or  fix  times 
at  different  places  where  the  Pro¬ 
teftant  Aftbciation  met;  particu¬ 
larly  at  St.  Margaret’s-hill,  at 
Greenwood’s  rooms,  at  the  Old 

Crown 
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Crown  and  Rolls  in  Chancery- 
lane,  at  the  London  Tavern,  and 
at  Coachmakers-hall  ;  that,  at 
the  meeting  at  Coachmakers-hall 
on  the  29th  of  May,  previous  to 
their  going  up  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  he  heard  the  prifoner 
announce  to  a  numerous  aftembly, 

•  that  the  Aftociated  Proteftants 
amounted  to  upwards  of  40,000  ; 
that,  on  Friday  the  2d  or  June,  it 
was  refolved  they  fhould  meet  in 
St.  George’s  Fields,  in  four  fepa- 
rate  diviftons  or  columns,  arrayed 
or  drefted  in  their  bed  clothes, 
with  blue  cockades  in  their  hats, 
as  he  himfelf  fhould  wear  one,  to 
diftinguifh  them  from  Papifts  or 
friends  to  Roman  Catholics that 
fome  evenings  before,  at  the  Crown 
and  Rolls,  the  prifoner  read  over 
the  preambles  or  certain  parts  of 
the  penal  laws  of  Charles  II.  Wil¬ 
liam  and  Mary,  and  George  II.  ; 
that,  after  reading  them,  he  oh- 
ierved,  ‘  That,  by  his  majefty’s 
giving  his  aftent  to  the  Quebec 
law,  and  the  late  Adi  tolerating 
the  Roman  Catholics  in  England, 
his  counfellors  had  brought  him  to 
that  pafs  or  fituation  in  which 
James  II.  was  after  his  abdica¬ 
tion  that  he  then  read  his  ma* 
jelly’s  coronation-oath,  and  faid, 
f  It  was  his  opinion,  that  his  raa- 
jefty  had  broken  that  oath,’  and 
that  ‘  the  people  of  this  country 
did  not  mince  the  matter,  they 
fpoke  their  minds  freely,  and 
avowed  it  to  be  true  ;’  that,  on 
Friday  the  2d  of  June,  he  faw  a 
vaft  multitude  colledted  in  St. 
George’s  Fields,  with  cockades 
and  banners,  and  the  words  Pro - 
iejtant  AJJociation ,  ?io  Popery  !  on 
them  ;  and  that  he  faw  •  Lord 
George  haranguing  the  mob  ;  that 
afterwards  he  faw  them  march 
through  Fleet-ftreet  in  their  way 


to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  that 
the  fame  day  he  was  in  the  lobby 
of  the  houfe,  which  was  much, 
crowded ;  that  he  heard  Lord 
George  exhort  the  mob  4  to  con¬ 
tinue  ftedfaft  in  fo  good  and  glo¬ 
rious  a  caufe.  He  would  perfe- 
vere  in  it  himfelf ;  and  he  hoped, 
although  there  was  very  little  ex¬ 
pectation  from  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  that  they  would  meet  with 
redrefs  from  their  mild  or  gracious 
fovereign.’ 

On  his  crofs-examination  he 
faid,  that  the  firft  time  of  his  at¬ 
tending  the  meetings  of  the  Pro'- 
tellant  Afibciation  was  on  the  10th 
of  December.  Being  defired  to 
recoiled  whether  he  certainly  faw 
the  prifoner  at  Greenwood’s  rooms,- 
he  defired  to  refer  to  his  notes,  and 
then  faid  he  was  miflaken.  Be¬ 
ing  afked  how  he  came  "to  take 
notes  of  what  palled  at  thele  meet¬ 
ings,  he  anfwered,  that  he  had 
an  idea  then  of  what  would  be 
their  conlequences  ;  that  he  firft 
forefaw  thele  conlequences  on  the 
20th  of  February.  Being  remind¬ 
ed  that  he  had  taken  notes  fo  early 
as  the  23ft  of  January  (the  day  on 
which  he  had  fworn  that  he  faw 
Lord  George  in  Greenwood’s 

O  .  ,  . 

rooms)  he  anfwered,  that,  with¬ 
out  thofe  notes,  he  could  not  come 
to  that  conclufion  in  his  own  mind 
about  the  conlequences,  and  that 
he  had  taken  notes  on  the  10th  of 
December  ;  that  this  was  his  con- 
llant  courfe  in  all  occurrences  of 
life.  Being  aueftioned  what  other 
meetings  he  had  attended  befides 
thofe  of  the  Proteflant  AlTociation, 
where  he  had  committed  what  paf- 
fed  to  writing,  he  appeared  much 
embarrafted.  He  faid,  however, 
that  the  firft  notes  he  made  in  his 
life  were  in  the  General  AfTemoly 
of  the  Church  of  Scotland.  Hav- 
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iog  laid  that  the  perfon  he  had 
feen  with  a  dag  in  Fleet-fireet  he 
faw  afterwards  at  the  Fleet-prifon 
and  in  Weftminfier,  he  was  de- 
fired  to  defcribe  him.  He  an¬ 
swered,  that  he  appeared  to  him 
like  a  brewer’s  fervant  in  his  bell 
clothes ;  upon  which  being  delired 
to  explain  by  what  mark  he  could 
diflinguifh  a  brewer’s  fervant  in 
his  beft  clothes  from  other  men, 
he  was  extremely  confufed,  and, 
at  length,  declared  himfelf  unable 
to  anfwer  the  queftion. 

William  Metcalf  fwore  that  he 
was  at  Coachmakers-hall  on  the ' 
day  when  the  meeting  in  St. 
George’s  Fields  was  fixed  upon  ; 
that  he  went  out  of  curiofity,  on 
hearing  Lord  G.  Gordon  was  to 
be  there  ;  that  he  heard,  him  de¬ 
fire  them  to  meet  him  in  St. 
George’s  Fields  ;  he  reminded 
them  c  that  the  Scotch  had  fuc- 
ceeded  by  unanimity,  and  he  de¬ 
li  red  that  they  would  like  wife  be 
unanimous  ;  he  hoped  no  one,  who 
had  figned  the  petition,  would  be 
a (h anted  or  afraid  to  lhew  himfelf 
in  the  caufe ;  he  would  not  pre¬ 
terit  the  petition,  unlefs  he  w?as 
met  in  St.  George’s  Fields  by 
twenty  thoufand  people,  and  he 
recommended  them  to  come  with 
blue  cockades  in  their  hats,  as  a 
mark  of  difiinftion  ;  he  himfelf 
would  be  there  to  meet  them,  and 
would  be  anfvverable  for  any  of 
thein  that  fhould  be  molefted  for 
meeting  there  ;  he  wifhed  fo  well 
to  the  caufe,  that  he  would  go  to 
the  gallows  in  it  or  for  it ;  (words 
to  that  effect,  but  that  the  word 
gallows  was  certainly  mentioned) 
and  that  he  would  not  prefent  the 
petition  of  a  lukewarm  people. 

John  Anflruther,  Efq;  confirm¬ 
ed  the  evidence  of  the  preceding 
witnefs,  He  was  not  certain,  how- 
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ever,  whether  the  word  e  gallows* 
might  not  be  f  death  he  rather 
believed  the  former  was  the  word  s 
he  faid,  that  after  the  prifoner 
had  declared,  that,  if  there  was 
one  lefs  than  20,000  people,  he 
would  not  meet  them  in  St* 
George’s  Fields  ;  he  added,  f  be- 
caufe  without  that  number  he  did 
not  think  their  petition  would  be 
of  confequence  enough  and  that 
he  alfo  recommended  temperance 
and  firmnefs  in  their  conduct  This 
witnefs  then  faid,  that  on  the  Friday 
after  he  was  in  the  lobby  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons ;  he  faw  Lord 
George  leaning  oyer  a  gallery  that 
looks  down  into  the  lobby ;  he 
heard  him  addrefs  ' the  people  from 
that  place  ;  he  came  out,  as  he 
underftood,  for  the  purpofe  of 
telling  them  what  palled  in  the 
houfe  ;  he  told  them,  *  they  had 
been  called  a  mob  within  the 
houfe  ;  that  the  peace-  officers  had 
been  called  in  to  difperfe  them  ;* 
I  trunk  he  faid,  f  them  peaceable 
petitioners that  *  they  had  not 
given  their  reafons  to  the  houfe 
why  they  had  not  difperled  them  ; 
he  believed  the  peace-officers  had 
figned  the  petition  ;  fome  people 
had  mentioned  in  the  houfe  fome- 
thing  relating  to  calling  in  the 
military  ;  he  hoped  no-body  would 
think  of  taking  a  ilep  of  that  fort, 
as  it  would  infallibly  tend  to  create 
divilions  among  his  majefiy’s  fub- 
je&s.’  He  again  mentioned  *  how 
the  Scotch  by  their  ffeadinefs  had 
carried  their  point;  he  had  no 
doubt  his  majefiy  would  fend  to 
his  minikers  to  delire  them  to  re¬ 
peal  the  A6t,  when  he  heard  that 
his  fubje&s  were  flocking  from 
miles  round,  and  wifhing  its  re¬ 
peal.’  This  witnefs  further  faid, 
feveral  people  called  to  Lord  G. 
Gordon,  ‘  Do  you  defire  us  to  go 
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away?’  he  anfwered,  f  You  are 
the  belt  judges  of  what  you  ought 
to  do,  but  1  will  tell  you  how  the 
matter  Hands  :  the  houfe  are  go¬ 
ing  to  divide  upon  the  queftion, 
whether  your  petition  lhall  be 
taken  into  confideration  now,  or 
upon  Tuefday.  There  are,  for 
taking  it  into  confideration  now, 
myi'elf,  and  fix  or  feven  others. 
If  it  be  not  taken  into  confidera¬ 
tion  now,  your  petition  may  be 
loft.  To-morrow  the  houfe  does 
not  meet ;  Monday  is  the  king’s 
birth-day.  On  Tuefday  the  par¬ 
liament  may  be  ‘  diftblved,’-ror 
*  prorogued.’  [The  witnefs  was 
not  certain  which  exprefiion  ;  and 
with  regard  to  the  whole  of  his 
evidence  he  fpoke  with  great  cau¬ 
tion,  declaring  that  he  could  not 
be  very  accurate  as  to  the  words.] 
The  Rev.  Thomas  Bowen,  offi- 
dated  as  chaplain  to  the  Houle 
of  Commons  on  the  2d  of  June; 
after  prayers  were  over,  he  went 
and  fat  under  the  gallery,  near 
the  door.  The  tumult  in  the  lob¬ 
by  was  very  great,  and,  while  the 
houfe  were  deliberating  how  to 
quell  it,  he  faw  Lord  George  fre¬ 
quently  go  to  the  door,  and  heard 
him  repeat  to  the  people  in  the 
lobby  what  different  members  had 
faid  in  the  debates.  ‘  The  fpeaker 
of  the  houfe  has  juft  faid  that 
you  are  all  come  here  under  the 
pretence  of  religion.’  He  thought 
his  lordihip  then  added,  4  You  are 
a  good  people  ;  yours  is  a  good 
caufe.’  After  this,  he  faid,  ‘  Mr. 
Burke,  member  for  Briftol,  has 
faid’ — but  the  door  was  th°n  Ihut, 
and  he  could  not  hear  what.  Af¬ 
terwards,  he  called  out,  *  Mr. 
Rous  has  juft  moved  that  the  ci¬ 
vil  power  be  fent  for,  but  don’t 
you  mind  ;  keep  yourfelves  cool  ; 
be  Heady/’  At  another  time  he 


faid,  f  Lord  North  calls  you  a 
mob.’  Once,  while  Lord  George 
was  at  the  door,  he  faw  a  gentle¬ 
man  go  up  to  him,  who  feemed  to 
be  perfuading  him  to  return  to  his 
feat.  As  foon  as  Lord  George 
turned  round,  and  faw  who  it  was, 
he  called  out  to  the  people,  c  This 
is  Sir  Michael  le  Fleming ;  he 
has  juft  been  fpeaking  for  you/ 
He  feemed  to  be  remarkably  pleaf- 
ed  with  Sir  Michael,  patted,  or4 
ftroaked,  his  Ihoulder,  and  ex- 
preffed  a  kind  of  joy,  which  the 
witnefs  knew  not  how  to  defcribe. 
It  feemed  to  him  extravagant, 
and,  if  he  might  be  allowed  the 
expreffion,  childifh.  The  witnefs 
further  faid,  that  when  the  divi- 
fion  was  called  for  he  withdrew. 
Being  afterwards  Handing  near  the 
little  gallery  over  the  lobby,  he 
faw  fume  gentlemen  endeavouring 
to  perfuade  the  people  to  retire  ; 
one  of  the  gentlemen  alked  him  to 
fpeak  to  them,  he  accordingly  told 
them  they  Hopped  their  own  bufi- 
nefs,  and  begged  them  to  retire. 
He  then  heard  a  perfon  call  out 
diftin&ly,  ‘  If  his  lordihip  would 
come,  and  fay  it  was  neceifary  for 
them  to  go,  they  would  go.’  Some 
time  after  he  went  up  into  the 
eating-room.  While  he  was  at 
table.  Lord  George  came  there, 
and  foon  after  there  was  fcarce 
any  perfon  in  the  room  but  his 
lordihip  and  himfelf.  Lord  George 
had  thrown  himfelf  into  a  chair, 
and  feemed  overcome  with  heat 
and  fatigue.  The  witnefs  told 
him  what  he  had  juft  heard  a  per¬ 
fon  fay  from  the  lobby  ;  and  he 
added,  that  it  depended  wholly 
upon  his  lordihip  to  difperfe  them. 
To  this  he  made  no  anfwer,  but 
foon  after  left  the  room.  Some 
time  after,  he  went  down  ftairs, 
and  faw  his  lordihip  in  the  little 

gallery. 
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gallery.  He  heard  him  begin  to 
advii'e  the  people  4  to  be  quiet, 
and  peaceable;  and  Heady  ;  his 
inajefly  is  a  gracious  monarch, 
and,  when  he  hears  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  ten  miles  rofcnd  are  colle&ing, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  that  he  will 

V 

fend  his  ntinifter§  private  orders  to 
repeal  the  bill/  He  then  men¬ 
tioned  the  attempt  that  was  made 
to  introduce  a  bill  into  Scotland  ; 
6  the  Scotch/  faid  he;  4  had  no 
redrefs  till  they  pulled  .  down  the 
mafs  -  houfes  ;  Lord  Weymouth 
then  fent  them  official  afftirances; 
that  the.  Aft  fhould  not  be  extend¬ 
ed  to  them,  and  why  fhould  they 
be  better  off  than  you  r’  [Here  the 
witnefs  faid  he  was  in  doubt  whe¬ 
ther  the  expreffion  was  4  the  Scotch 
had  no  redrefs  till  they  pulled 
down  the  mafs-houfes/  or  4  When 
the  Scotch  pulled  down  the  mafs- 
houfes,  they  had  redrefs.5]  His 
jordfhip  then  advifed  them  *  to  be 
quiet,  and  to  beware  or  evil-mind¬ 
ed  perfons,  who  would  mix  among 
then?,  and  entice  them  to  mifchief, 
the  blame  of  which  would,  be  im¬ 
puted  to  them.5  It  was  then  (the 
witnefs  thought)  that  a  perfon  in 
the  lobby  alked  his  lordfhip  4  if  it 
was  not  neceffary  lor  them  to  re¬ 
tire  4  I  will  tell  you,  faid  his 
Jordlhip,  how  it  is  *  I  moved  the 
queflion,  that  your  petition  be 
taken  into  confideration  this 
night.  Now  it  was  clearly  againit 
you,  but  I  infilled  upon  dividing 
the  houfe :  no  divifion  can  take 
place  while  you  are  there*  but  to 
go  or  not  I  leave  to  yourfelves/ 
He  then  alked  the  witnefs,  if  he 
would  fpeak  to  the  people,  who 
anfwered  4  by  no  means,  for  that 
his  lordfhip  was  the  only  perfon 
who  could  fpeak  to  them  with  any 
good  effeft/  Lord  George  then 
took  hold  of  the  witnsfs’s  gown. 


and  called  out  to  the  people  f  tins, 
is  the  clergyman  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  I  defire  ypu  will  ails' 
him  what  his  opinion  of  the  Popifh 
bill  is, 5  and  immediately  he  urged 
the  witnefs  to  give  it,  who  an¬ 
fwered  with  great  warmth,  that 
the  only  opinion  he  fhould  give 
was;  that,  all  the  confequences 
which  might  arife  from  that  night 
would  be  entirely  owing  to  him. 
Several  gentlemen  about  them  .re¬ 
peated  thefe  words.  His  lordfhip 
made  no  reply,  but  went  into  the 
houfe. ,  On  his  croft-examination; 
he  faid,  that  he  was  under  no  agi¬ 
tation  of  mind,  or  particular  ap¬ 
prehensions,  till  Lord  George  de- 
fired  his  opinion,  which  put  him 
into  a  coniiderable  flurry  of  fpi- 
rits  ;  that,  the  next  day,  he  com¬ 
mitted  what  had  palled  to  writing; 
and  fent  it  to  the  fpeaker. 

John  Cater,  Efq;  depofed,  that 
being  then  a  member  of  the  houfe; 
as  he  was  going  through  the  paf- 
fage  at  the  top  of  the  flair -cafe, 
the  houfe  being  under  a  queflion 
they  could  not  decide,  as  the  offi¬ 
cers  were  not  able  to  clear  the 
lobby,  he  heard  and  faw  a  perfon 
in  the  lobby  who  called  aloud  two 
or  three  times,  4  Lord  George 
Gordon  /  and  then  added,  4  My 
lord,  we  are  ordered  to  clear  the 
lobby  :  if  your  lordfhip  wifhes  we 
fhould  clear  it.  We  will  do  it  di- 
redly,  and  without  any  trouble/ 
The  noble  prifoner  anfwered,  4  1 
will  tell  you  how  the  cafe  Hands. 
I  have  moved  to  have  your  peti¬ 
tion  taken  now  into  confideration; 
Alderman  Bull  and  two  Or  thre^' 
more  are  for  it :  the  refl  are  againff 
it :  therefore,  if  you  wifh  your 
petition  fhould  be  now  taken  into 
confideration,  you  may  flay,  or  do 
as  you  pleafe/  All  in  the  lobby 
were  Blent  and  attentive ;  but,  a$ 

foots 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE.  [225 


foon  as  the  prifoner  had  faid  this, 
they  pulled  off  their  hats,  and 
cried,  *  Now,  now,  now.’  A 
kind  of  paufe  enfued.  Lord  George 
then  leaned  again  over  the  rail, 
and  faid,  f  Would  you  not  wilh  to 
be  in  the  fame  ftate  they  are  in 
Scotland?*  They  anfwered,  ‘  Yes, 
yes and  he  faid,  *  Well,  well.’ 

Jofeph  Pearfon,  door-keeper  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  depofed, 
with  the  preceding  witneffes,  to 
the  great  crowd  in  the  lobby, 
moft,  if  not  all,  of  whom,  had 
blue  cockades ;  and  that  the  ge¬ 
neral  cry  was,  4  A  repeal,  a  re¬ 
peal.  No  Popery,  no  Popery  !’ 
He  faid,  that  Lord  George  came 
to  the  door  two  or  three  times, 
and  faid,  ‘  he  fhould  come  out, 
and  let  them  know  what  was  go¬ 
ing  on  in  the  houfe  ;  they  had  a 
good  caufe,  arid  they  had  nothing 
to  fear.’  He  came  once,  and 
faid,  ‘  Sir  Michael  le  Fleming  had 
fpoken  in  their  behalf  like  an  an¬ 
gel,*  They  crowded  much  upon 
the  witnefs,  who  faid,  f  For  God’s 
fake,  gentlemen,  keep  from  the 
door.*  Lord  George  waved  his 
hand,  and  faid,  *  Pray,  gentle¬ 
men,  make  what  room  you  can  ; 
your  caufe  is  good,  and  you  have 
nothing  to  fear.* 

Thomas  Baker,  the  lower  door¬ 
keeper,  depofed  to  the  great 
crowd  in  the  paffage  to  the  lobby, 
and  to  the  cry  of  4  Repeal  !  No 
Popery,  no  Popery  !*  On  the 
Tuefday  after,  he  faid,  the  crowd 
was  entirely  kept  out,  and,  as  he 
thought,  by  the  conftables. 

Sampfon  Wright,  Efq;  juftice 
of  the  peace,  depofed  to  his  re¬ 
ceiving  directions  from  the  lords 
to  clear  the  avenues  of  the  houfe 
on  Friday  the  2d  of  June,  and  to 
the  meafures  he  took  in  purfuance 
of  their  commands. 
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Sampfon  Rainsforth,  high  con- 
ftable ;  Charles  Jealous  and  Pa¬ 
trick  Macmanus,  officers  of  the 
police  ;  David  Mills,  a  conftable  ; 
Thomas  Gates,  the  city-marfhal  ; 
William  Hyde,  Efq;  juftice  of  the 
peace  ;  John  Lucy,  one  of  the 
Proteftant  Affociation  ;  and  Bar¬ 
nard  Turner,  commander  of  the 
London  Military  Affociation ;  re- 
fpeCtively  gave  evidence  of  the 
outrages  in  various  parts  of  the 
metropolis,  from  Friday  the  2d  of 
June  till  the  Thurfday  following. 

Lord  Porchefter  depofed  that  he 
faw  the  prifoner  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  on  Tuefday  the  6th, 
with  a  blue  cockade  in  his  hat. 

Richard  Pond  fwore  that  h® 
applied  to  the  prifoner  for  a  pro¬ 
tection  for  his  houfe  ;  that  he,  the 
witnefs,  produced  the  following 
paper,  ready  written,  which  his 
lordfhip  figned  in  a  coach,  on  his 
affuring  him  that  it  would  be  of 
fervice  to  him. 

The  paper  read — It  was  literally  as 
followeth : 

c  All  true  friends  to  Proteftants 
will  be  particular,  and  do  no 
injury  to  the  property  of  any 
true  Proteftant,  as  I  am  well 
affured  the  proprietor  of  this 
houfe  is  a  ftaunch  and  worthy 
friend  to  the  caufe. 

G.  Gordon.’ 

The  witnefs’s  under-tenant  be¬ 
ing  a  Roman  Catholic,  he  fhewed 
this  protection  to  the  mob  ;  he 
could  not  fay  that  it  was  any  fe- 
curity  to  his  houfe,  but  it  was  not 
pulled  down.  Mr.  Sheriff  Pugh 
was  with  his  lordfhip  when  he 
figned  the  paper  :  he  was  not  cer¬ 
tain  whether  his  lordfhip  read  it, 
or  not.  Being  afked,  how  this 
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paper  came  out  of  bis  hands,  he  his  offence,  but  would  totally  ex- 
laid  it  was  upon  the  application  tirpate  the  crime/  The  court, 
of  IVfr.  White  and  Mr.  Alderman  however,  were  of  opinion,  that 
Wilkes.  the  private  declaration  of  the  pri- 

John  Dingwall  was  called  to  foner  could  be  no  evidence  of  his 
prove  the  hand-writing  of  the  pri-  motives,  and  the  witnefs  proceed- 
foner,  but  he  declared  that,  tho’  ed  no  further, 
he  was  well  acquainted  with  his  General  Skene,  Hugh  Scott, 
writing,  and  had  known  him  from  Efq;  Robert  Grierfon,  and  Wm. 
his  birth,  he  had  never  feen  him  M'Kenzie,  being  fucceliively  call- 
write.  On  his  crofs-examination,  ed  to  prove  the  riots  in  Scotland 
being  queftioned  with  regard  to  in  1779,  order  to  eftablilh  a 
what  paffed  between  him  and  fact,  laid  by  feveral  witneffes  to 
Lord  George  the  night  he  was  be  alluded  to  in  the  prifoner’s  de- 
with  his  lorddiip  before  the  meet-  claration  to  the  mob,  the  attorney  - 
ing  in  May,  the  attorney-general  general  here  doled  the  evidence 
oppofed  this  queftion,  obferving,  for  the  crown, 
that  what  Lord  George  faid  might 

be  evidence  again!  himfel f,  but  Thc  prifimr's  Defence. 

could  not  be  evidence  for  him. 

Mr.  Kenyon  faid,  4  that  the  Mr.  Kenyon  began  with  ob- 
xneeting,  which  was  held  in  St.  ferving,  how  much  it  was  to  the 
George’s  Fields  on  the  2d  of  June,  disadvantage  of  the  prifoner,  that 
was  or  was  not  legally  affqmbled  ;  he  fhould  make  his  defence  at  that 
the  motives  for  which  they  af-  period,  .when,  as  the  attorney - 
fembled,  if  Lord  George  was,  the  general  had  obferved,  the  atten- 
affembler  of  it,  would  go  a  great  tion  of  the  court  and  the  jury  mull, 
way  {0  ihevv  whether  they  were  le-  in  fome  meafure,  be  exhaufted  ; 
gaily  aiiembled,  or  not.  If  af-  lamenting  alfo,  that,  being  very 
fembled  for  purppfes  hofiiie  to  the  little  verfed  in  the  criminal  courts, 
laws,  it  was  illegal  ;  but  if  Lord  he  felt  himfelf  under  great  agita- 
George  conceived  it  conffitutional  tion  of  mind. 

to  go  up  with  it,  with  a  confider-  When  perfons  were  accufed  of 
able  number  of  perfons,  and  if  he  actions  of  great  enormity,  it  was 
had  affigned  the  reafon  why  he  natural,  he  faid,  to  enquire  into 
was  fo  to  go  up,  that  it  was  to  re-  the  motives  of  their  condudl  ;  and, 
move  the  imputation,  that  he  was  when  the  noble  family  of  the  pri- 
carrying  up  a  petition  with  forged  foner  and  his  exalted  fituation  as 
flames,  he  fubmitted  to  the  court,  a  member  of  the  legiflature  were 
that,  whatever  the  motives  were,  etmfidered,  it  was  not  reafonable 
it  cbnftit-uted  either  criminality,  or  to  think  that  his  condudl  could 
abfolved  him  from  the  guilt  with  be  influenced  by  fuch  motives  as 
which  he  was  charged  ;  lie  con-  had  been  imputedoto  him. 
ceived,  therefore,  that,  if  he  could  The  crime  imputed  to  the  pri- 
demonflrate  what  the  motives  were  foner,  he  faid,  was  under  an  Adi 
which  induced  h’m  to  take  the  [25  Edw.  III.]  enadled  for  the 
people  there,  it  would  go  a  great  wifefl:  purpofes,  that  fuch  enor- 
way,  not  only  in  extenuation  of  mous  crimes  fhould  not  depend 
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upon  loofe  conHru&ion,  but  that 
men  might  fee,  in  the  plain'  words 
of  the  fiatute,  what  they  were  and 
what  they  were  not  to  do-  He 
lamented  that  there  was  fuch  a 
phrafe  in  the  law  as  ‘  contrac¬ 
tive  ’  treafon  ;  and  he  believed 
that,  when  this  law  was  enabled, 
the  legiflature  had  no  idea,  that 
fuch  a  phrafe  would  find  its  way 
into  the  court  at  WeHminHer. 

He  next  cenfured  the  attorney- 
general,  for  addreHing  himfelf  to 
the  paffions  of  the  jury  by  im Dra¬ 
per  and  exaggerated  defcription  ; 
talking  of  a  multitude  colie:ted 
together  in  a  way  defcriptive  of 
military  arrangement. 

Reviewing  now  the  evidence  in 
fupport  of  the  profecution,  he 
came  to  that  of  William  Hay, 
which  he  treated  as  very  fufpi- 
cious.  He  had  contradicted  him¬ 
felf  in  Hating  that  he  had  feen 
Lord  Gordon  at  Greenwood’s 
rooms  ;  and  though  his  motives 
for  being  at  all  the  meetings,  and 
at  the  principal  fcenes  of  riot, 
were  unaccountable,  his  evidence 
had  afcertained  one  important 
fad,  that  in  all  thefe  places  there 
were  perfons  who  had  nothing  to 
do  with  Lord  George  Gordon, 
and  who  increafed,  if  they  did  not 
make  the  crowd. 

He  feemed  to  infinuate,  that 
this  witnefs  had  been  tutored  in 
l>is  evidence  ;  for  he  made  ufe  of 
the  military  terms  e  arrayed  ’  and 
f  columns  ;’  although,  in  his  ctojs- 
examination,  he  had  admitted, 
when  afked  whether  Lord  George 
had  defired  them  to  march  in  co¬ 
lumns  or  divifions,  tnat  he  had 
ufed  only  the  latter  expreffion. 
That  part  of  his  evidence,  vis. 
that  at  the  Crown  and  Rolls  ta¬ 
vern,  he  had  heard  Lord  George 
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fay,  f  that,  by  the  king’s  palling 
the  Quebec  bill,  he  had  brought 
himfelf  to  that  pafs  in  which 
fames  II.  Was  after  his  abdication,’ 
he  fhewed  to  be  not  only  unsup¬ 
ported  by  any  other  witnefs,  but 
to  be  highly  improbable,  and  that 
therefore  it  was  fufHcient  to  do 
away  the  whole  of  his  evidence. 
As  the  faff  was  Hated  to  have 
pa(Ted  in  the  prefence  of  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  vvitneffes,  there  was  no 
doubt,  but  that,  from  the  great  ' 
induHry  of  thofe  concerned  for 
this  profecution,  they  would  never 
have  neglected 'to  procure  more  vvit¬ 
neffes  to  the  fact,  if,  in  reality,  it 
had  any  exiHence. 

Dwelling  upon  feveral  incon- 
fiHencies  in  the  evidence  of  this 
witnefs,  and  particularly  upon  his 
befitating  and  Hammering  in  fome 
parts  of  it,  he  Hated  the  duty  of 
a  jury  in  fuch  a  ca!e.  c  If  juries, 
fa  id  Mr.  Kenyon,  are  to  believe 
vvitneffes,  merely  becaufe  they 
will  fvvear  to  faCts,  juries  are  be¬ 
come  of  little  ufe  indeed.  Thofe, 
who  are  acquainted  with  the  pro- 
feffion,  fee  and  lament  that  there 
is  no  faCt  whatever  that  witneffes 
may  not  be  brought  to  prove.  It 
is  for  juries,  therefore,  to  judge 
between  the  probable  and  the  im¬ 
probable,  and  to  fee  whether  the 
witnefs  be  fupported  by  other  wit- 
neffes.’ 

The  fecond  witnefs,  Mr.  Met¬ 
calf,  had  proved  nothing  material 
againH  the  prifoner.  The  only 
important  part  of  his  evidence 
was,  that  Lord  George  had  faid, 
f  that  he  would  go  to  the  gallows 
for  the  caufe.  But  this  witnefs 
had  not  heard  on  what  occafion 
this  expreffion  was  ufed.  It  feems 
there  had  been  a  contrariety  of 
opinion  at  this  meeting,  whether 
*  [P]  3  an. 
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an  A£l  of  Charles  II.  which  pro¬ 
hibited  perfons  above  the  number 
of  twenty,  carrying  petitions  to 
the  legiflature,  was  hill  in  force 
or  not.  A  gentleman  of  the  law 
then  prefent  had  afferted  that  this 
Ad  was  hill  fub  filling,  and  in 
coiltfe  that  all  perfons  who  went 
op  with  the  petition  would  be  in¬ 
volved  in  the  penalties  of  that  law. 
The  prifoner’s  language  arofe  from 
a  difference  of  opinion  on  this  fub- 
jed.  Here  Mr.  Kenyon  faid,  that 
in  his  opinion  this  Ad  was  no 
longer  fubftfting  ;  that  one  of  the 
articles  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  was 
exprefsly  levelled  again  ft  it ;  as 
we  learn  from  the  Bill  of  Rights, 
that  it  is  the  birth-right  of  Eng- 
lifhmen  to  petition  the  legiflature  ; 
and,  if  they  do  it  in  a  peaceable 
manner,  whether  figned  by  twenty 
or  two  hundred,  it  makes  no  dif¬ 
ference.  But,  whether  that  Ad 
were  fubiifting  or  not,  Ld.  George’s 
words  could  amount  to  nothing 
more  than  a  ftrong  mode  of  ex- 
preffion  how  much  lie  thought  his 
opinion  right. 

The  third  witnefs,  Mr,  An- 
firuther,  received  fome  compli¬ 
ments  from  Mg.  Kenyon  for  the 
candour  with  which  he  gave  evi¬ 
dence.  There  was  no  doubt  that 

1 

filch  an  attentive  evidence,  a  man 
of  fenfe,  and  of  a  confiderable .  fta- 
tion  in  life,  had  ftated  all  that 
really  did  pafs  that  was  material. 
Hence  he  deduced  the  improbabi¬ 
lity  of  that  part  of  Mr.  Bowen’s 
evidence,  that  Lord  George  had 
laid  ‘  that  the  Scotch  had  no 
redrefs  till  they  pulled  down  the 
mafs-houfes.’  In  this  Mr.  Bowen 
was  unfupported  by  Mr.  Anftru- 
ther,  Mr.  Cater,  or  any  one  wit¬ 
nefs,  to  what  palTed  while  Lord 
George  was  fpeaking  from  the 


gallery  to  the  people  in  the  lobby. 
Here  again,  fays  Mr.  Kenyon, 
you  are  left  to  decide  upon  a  very 
important  part  of  the  cafe  upon 
the  credit  of  'a  fingle  witnefs. 
This  was  not  becaufe  a  fecond 
witnefs  might  not  be  called,  if 
the  matter  were  true,  but  it  was 
becaufe  no  induftry  whatever  could 
induce  other  witneftes  to  come 
and  fwear  to  the  fame  language. 
He  did  not,  however,  impeach 
the  integrity  of  Mr.  Bowen.  ‘  I  do 
not  wonder,’  added  Mr.  Kenyon, 
€  that  parties  are  not  extremely 
accurate  in  their  recolle&ion  of 
what  palfed  on  that  day.  It  was 
a  day  of  tumult  and  of  much  agi¬ 
tation  of  mind ;  and  that  this 
gentleman  at  that  time  was  fright¬ 
ened  ;  that  his  mind  was  agitated  ; 
that  he  conceived  things  which 
perhaps  never  palfed  5  and  that 
conception  being  once  got  into  his 
mind,  he  has  not  been  able  to  erafe 
the  ideas  from  his  mind  iince.  I 
can  only  fay,  that  this  is  poffible  ; 
and,  if  you  put  him  into  a  fixa¬ 
tion  in  which  his  minct  was  agi¬ 
tated,  you  put  him  in  a  fixation 
where  you  cannot  decide  on  the 
impreftions  he  received,  when  he 
is  giving  evidence  againft  a  man 
Handing  in  the  fixation  of  the 
prifoner,  who  has  fo  much  at 
Hake.’ 

It  had  appeared  in  evidence, 
that  there  were  other  perfons  in 
the  lobby  befides  thofe  that  be¬ 
longed  to  the  Proteftant  Aflocia- 
tion  ;  and  hence  it  might  be  in¬ 
ferred  that  there  were  many  of 
them.  Mr.  Rainsforth,  one  of 
the  witneftes,  called  to  prove  the 
riots  in  different  parts  of  London, 
had  ftated,  that  the  perfon  who 
was  in  the  lobby,  urgent  for  a  re¬ 
peal,  was  a  Col.  Miles,  a  man 

of 
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of  a  different  defcription  from  thofe 
that  accompanied  Lord  George. 
Could  he  be  fufoedted  of  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  rroteftant  Affociation  ? 
Yet  he  was  the  perfon  who  ha¬ 
rangued,  as  Mr.  Rainsforth  dyled 
it,  the  mob  in  the  lobby,  \vho 
called  out  4  repeal,  repeal  !’  and 
Teemed  the  very  foul  of  the  meeting 
fo  got  together.  But  what  did  this 
prove  ?  Not  that  the  perfons  under 
Lord  George  Gordon’s  controul, 
but  that  men  of  a  very  different 
defcription,  under  the  controul  of 
perfons  of  a  very  different  defcrip¬ 
tion,  held  that  converfation  in  the 
lobby  which  had  been  imputed  to 
Lord  George  Gordon  as  criminal. 
But  was  the  prifoner,  by  inference 
and  conjeilure  only,  to  be  made 
anfwerable  for  that  guilt,  which 
was  fpecifically,  by  witneffes,  at¬ 
tributed  to  others  ? 

Great  pains  had  been  taken  to 
fhew  that  the  members  of  both 
houfes  had  been  interrupted  and 
infulted  in  going  to  attend  the  na^- 
tional  buflnefs.  But  the  evidence 
was  chiefly  hearfay,  and,  in  the 
principal  fails,  unfupported  but 
by  Angle  witneffes.  One  material 
point  had  indeed  been  fworn  to  by 
Mr.  Hyde,  viz.  that,  when  Lord 
Sandwich  was  attacked,  there  were 
parties  there  with  blue  cockades, 
and  perfons  there  not  with  the 
badges  of  /thofe  in  St.  George’s 
Fields,  but  men  of  totally  another 
defcription,  who  had  different  ban¬ 
ners,  red  and  black  flags,  and 
therefore,  it  was  probable,  were 
a  very  different  let  of  people. 

In  fupport  of  this  probability, 
Mr.  Kenyon  next  Hated,  that,  af¬ 
ter  the  many  profecutions  that 
had  been  commenced,  anxious  and 
ailive  as  the  crown  officers  had 
been,  not  one  individual  con¬ 


nected  with  Lord  George  or  the 
affociation  had  been  found  ob¬ 
noxious  to  the  laws  ;  not  one  of 
them  had  been  indi&ed.  He  ad¬ 
mitted,  that  the  moll  flagrant 
enormities  had  been  perpetrated. 
But,  if  a  multitude,  not  a  mob 
of  people,  were  got  together,  for 
good,  not  for  illegal  purpofes,  a 
lead  (which  was  enough  for  him) 
not  for  traiterous  purpofes,  if  the 
jury  could  fuppofe  that  other  peo¬ 
ple  of  bad  principles,  and  with  bad 
deflgns,  availing  themlelves  of  the 
meeting  of  the  affociation,  got  to¬ 
gether  from  all  corners  of  the 
town,  and  formed  the  banditti 
that  had  committed  all  the  out¬ 
rages,  how  was  this  to  be  imput¬ 
ed  to  Lord  George  Gordon  ?  The 
attorney  general  had  faid,  that, 
if  a  man  turn  out  a  wild  bead:, 
he  was  guilty  of  murder,  if  a 
man  were  killed  by  it.  4  This/ 
faid  Mr.  Kenyon,  4  is  not  the  law 
of  the  land,  nor  of  humanity.  If 
a  man  turn  a  wild  bead  into  a 
room  where  death  mud  neceffarily 
enfue,  no  doubt  he  is  as  guilty  as 
if  a  man  flrtot  into  a  crowd.  But 
where  a  bead  is  turned  out,  and 
the  probable  confequences  will  not 
be  that  death  will  enfue,  then  is 
the  crime  to  be  imputed  to  him  ? 
Was  Lord  George  Gordon’s  affo- 
ciacion  the  wild  bead  ?  If  he  had 
a  tame  bead  in  his  hand,  and  ano¬ 
ther  taking  occaflon  from  the  tame 
bead  being  brought  there,  let  out 
a  wild  bead,  was  he  that  leads  the 
tame  bead  in  his  hand  to  be  an¬ 
fwerable,  becaufe  another  perfon 
opens  a  place,  and  lets  out  a  ty- 
ger  or  a  hyena  ?’ 

4  Lord  George  Gordon/  con¬ 
tinued  Mr.  Kenyon,  4  was  the 
Prefident  of  a  Protedant  Affocia¬ 
tion.  An  Ail  had  paffed,  which, 
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right  or  wrong,  had  given  offence. 
Perhaps,  in  his  opinion,  it  had 
given  caufelefs  ground  of  ofrence. 
But,  becaufe  he  differed  from 
other  men,  was  he  therefore  to 
treat  them  as  traitors  to  their 
country  ?  Our  laws  were  not  like 
thole  of  the  Medes  and  Perfians, 
but  were  fubject  to  revifion  ;  and 
it  was  the  duty  of  Englifhmen, 
if  they  thought  there  were  laws 
which  improperly  tolerated  men, 
whofe  principles  were  hoftile  to 
the  conftitution,  to  petition  par¬ 
liament  to  revife,  or  even  to  re¬ 
peal  fuch  laws.  He  did  not  fay 
that  this  was  the  cafe  with  the  law 
that  gave  rife  to  the  affociation  ; 
but,  if  they  thought  fo,  their 
right  to  petition  was  unqueftion- 
abied 

Mr.  Kenyon  now  ftated  the  mo¬ 
tives  of  Lord  George  Gordon,  for 
affembling  luch  a  multitude  in  St. 
George’s  Fields.  He  had  been 
told  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
that  his  petition  could  have  no 
weight,  for  that  the  names  were 
forgeries  ;  and  it  was  to  wipe  away 
this  foul  afperfion,  that  he  wifhed 
the  petitioners  to  attend  him  to  the 
houfe.  But  they  formed  no  army  ; 
they  came  with  no  weapons,  no 
hoftile  intentions.  They  met  at 
ten  in  the  morning,  becaufe  that 
was  an  hour  of  fobriety.  Yet  the 
words  array ,  columns ,  and  other 
military  terms,  had  been  thunder¬ 
ed  into  the  ears  of  the  jury.  Such 
words  could  not  be  ufed  by  wit- 
neffes  for  no  purpofe.  The  pur- 
pofe  muft  be  a  bad  one,  becaufe 
it  diftorted  the  faCts  beyond  their 
ordinary  force  ;  and,  in  fuch  a 
cafe,  the  whole  of  the  evidence 
was  to  be  fufpeCted. 

•  Mr,  Kenyon  now  adverted  to 


the  protection  that  had  been  grant¬ 
ed  by  Lord  George  Gordon.  The 
jury,  he  faid,  would  be  ftruck 
with  horror  when  ’they  were  in¬ 
formed  how  that  happened.  Lord 
George,  terrified  at  the  riots,  find¬ 
ing  the  blame  imputed  to  him, 
and  wifhing  to  get  rid  of  fuch  an 
unjuft  imputation,  defired,  as 
would  afterwards  be  proved,  to 
have  accefs  to  his  fovereign.  He 
wifhed  to  throw  himfelf  at  his  ma- 
jefty’s  feet,  to  profefs  his  own  in¬ 
nocence,  and  forrow  for  the  confe- 
quences  that  were  fuppofed  to  re- 
fult  from  aCts  of  his.  The  accefs 
to  the  king  was  denied,  but  he 
was  told,  that  he  ought,  as  a  teft 
of  his  loyalty,  to  go  into  the  city, 
and  fee  if  he  could  do  any  thing 
to  put  an  end  to  the  riots.  With 
this  view  then  he  went  into  the 
city  ;  but  not  at  the  head  of  the 
mob,  but  with  one  of  the  conferva- 
tors  of  the  peace,  Mr.  Sheriff 
Pugh,  c  And  here,’  Mr.  Kenyon 
added,  ‘  a«perfon  came  and  told 
him,  if  a  note,  which  he  brought 
to  him,  was  figned  by  him,  it 
would  have  a  good  eif'ed.  Sup- 
pofe  he  had  ref  ufed  to  ftgn  it.  f 
am  lure  it  would  have  borne  hard 
upon  him  ;  his  refufal  would  have 
been  imputed  to  withes  for  outrage 
on  the  houfe  of  a  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  ;  and,  had  that  argument  been 
urged  again  ft  him,  i  fhould  have 
found  fome  difficulty  in  turning 
the  edge  of  it.’  But  he  figned  this 
paper  with  the  moft  humane  views, 
and  yet  this  paper  was  produced 
to  prove  that  he  adopted  all  the 
enormities  that  had  been  commit¬ 
ted  by  mifcreants,  with  whom  he 
had  not  the  lea  ft  connection. 

Mr.  Kenyon  concluded  with 
Hating  the  duty  of  juries,  and  con¬ 
fiding 
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fiding  in  the  good  fenfe,  difcern- 
ment,  and  impartiality  of  that 
which  he  addreffed. 

Mr.  Erfkine  then  rofe,  and 
faid,  that  he  fhould  referve  his 
addrefs  to  the  jury  till  after  the 
witneffes  for  the  prifoner  had  been 
called.  To  this  the  court  affented  ; 
and  the  attorney  -  general  faid, 
that  he  was  fure  no  objection 
would  be  made  to  it  on  the  part 
of  the  counfel  for  the  profecu- 
tion. 


Evidence  for  the  Prifoner. 

The  Rev.  Erafmus  Middleton, 
LeCturer  of  St.  Bennet’s,  was  one 
of  the  committee  of  the  Proteftant 
Affociation.  He  gave  an  account 
of  its  conftitution,  previous  to  the 
1 2th  of  Nov.  1779,  when  Lord 
George  Gordon  became  their  pre- 
fident.  Throughout  the  whole 
bulinefs  of  the  affociation  his  lord- 
fhip  had  demeaned  himfelf  in  the 
moil  loyal  manner.  The  witnefs 
had  watched  his  conduct  with  a 
degree  of  jealoufy,  the  committee 
being  refolved  not  to  allow  any 
converfation  reflecting  upon  any 
people  whatever,  and  particularly 
adminiflration.  His  lordfhip  al¬ 
ways  appeared  the  molt  difpaf- 
fionate  of  any  of  them,  and  to 
have  no  other  view  than  fimply 
the  Proteftant  intereft,  and  by  all 
legal  means  to  petition  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  to  repeal  or  to  ex¬ 
plain  that  ACt.  In  all  private 
converfations  his  lordfhip  had  ex- 
preffed  himfelf  in  terms  of  warm 
attachment  to  the  king,  the  con¬ 
ftitution,  and  the  Proteftant  inte¬ 
reft.  They  were  happy  in  having 
him  for  their  prefident,  both  on 
account  of  his  rank,  his  good  mo¬ 


ral  character,  and  his  abilities. 
The  witnefs  being  queitioned  whe¬ 
ther  in  any  of  his  public  fpeeches 
at  the  affociation  the  prifoner  had 
made  ufe  of  any  difloyal  exprel- 
ftons,  or  that  he  meant  to  repeal 
the  Bill  by  force  of  arms,  or  by 
intimidation,  he  anfwered  ftrong- 
ly  in  the  negative.  Not  one  ex- 
preflion  was  made  ufe  of  at  their 
meetings  that  was  hoftile  to  go¬ 
vernment.  The  witnefs  then  gave 
an  account  of  much  contrariety 
of  opinion  at  meetings  previous  to 
that  of  the  29th  of  May,  refpeCt- 
ing  the  time  and  mode  of  pre¬ 
senting  the  petition.  At  this  laft 
meeting  Lord  George  faid,  ‘  he 
had  been  informed,  that  the  affo- 
ciation  were  againft  going  up  with 
their  petition.  Upon  this  from  all 
parts  it  was  immediately  cried, 

4  No,  my  lord  1*  He  then  made 
the  motion,  which  was  carried 
unanimoufly.  He  then  propofed 
that  they  fhould  adjourn  to  St. 
George’s  Fields,  as  no  place  could 
contain  the  number  that  fhould 
affemble  ;  that  they  fhould  be  ar¬ 
ranged  in  different  divifions,  that 
he  might  go  from  one  to  the 
other,  and  learn  the  fenfe  of  the 
whole,  with  refpeCt  to  the  mode 
of  taking  up  the  petition  ;  that 
it  had  been  hinted,  that  it  was 
a  very  eafy  matter  for  a  perfon  to 
write  500  names  to  a  petition,  and 
that  therefore  it  was  neceffary  they 
fhould  appear  to  their  fubfcrip- 
tions,  to  convince  the  world  they 
were  not  fictitious.  He  begged 
they  would  drefs  themfelves  de¬ 
cently,  and  to  diftinguifh  them 
from  other  people,  fo  that  no  riots 
might  enfue,  that  they  would  have 
a  cockade  in  their  hats ;  that  on 
fuch  an  occafion  at  leaf!  20,000 
might  attend,  and  that  they 
[P]  4  fhould 
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fhould  meet  at  ten  in  the  morn¬ 
ing.  Some  one  obje&ing,  that 
by  meeting  io  early  they  might 
get  to  drinking,  his  lordihip  an¬ 
il  wered,  that  the  Proteftant  Afto- 
ciation  were  not  drunken  people. 
Another  obfcrving,  that  the  mi¬ 
litary  might  be  called  out,  he 
laid,  £  he  did  not  apprehend  that ; 
they  would  be  all  peaceable,  no 
doubt  ;  that  they  fhould  not  fo 
much  as  take  flicks  in  their  hands  ; 
if  there  were  any  riotous  perfon, 
he  begged  that  the  reft  would  give 
him  up ;  that  if  he  fhould  even 
ftrike  any  of  them,  not  to  return 
it,  but  to  take  fuch  perfon  out, 
that  he  might  be  given  up  to  a 
conftable,  and  taken  away.’  His 
lordihip  further  faid,  *  that  if  he 
himfelf  were  at  all  riotous,  he 
begged  he  might  be  given  up,  for 
he  thought  it  was  a  proper  fpirit 
for  Proteftants  ;  and,  to  the  beft 
of  this  witnefs’s  recollection,  he 
faid,  £  if  they  fmite  you  on  one 
cheek,  turn  the  other  alfoP  On 
his  crofs-examination,  the  witnefs 
faid,  that  he,  and  fome  others  of 
the  committee,  difapproved  of  the 
petition  being  carried  up  by  the 
general  body.  Being  afked,  whe¬ 
ther  it  did  not  occur  to  him,  that 
a  petition  prefented  fo  late  in  the 
feftion  could  not,  in  the  ordinary 
courfe  of  proceeding,  produce  a 
Bill  that  feftion  ;  lie  anfwered, 
that  it  might  have  been  eafily 
done,  if  it  had  been  as  haftily  gone 
through  as  Sir  George  Savile’s. 

Lord  Stormont  depofed  to  Lord 
George  Gordon’s  defiring  to  have 
accefs  to  his  majefty,  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  Wednefday  the  yth  of  June, 
as  ftated  in  Mr.  Kenyon’s  fpeeoik ; 
his  meftage  was,  that  ‘  he  defired 
to  fee  the  king,  becaufe  he  could 
be  of  eftential  f'ervice  in  fuppref- 


iing  the  riots.’  Lord  Stormont 
delivered  this  meftage  to  the  king, 
and  returned  with  this  anfwer : 
f  it  is  impoflibie  for  the  king  to  fee 
Lord  George  Gordon,  until  he  has 
given  proofs  of  his  allegiance 
and  loyalty,  by  employing  thofe 
means  which  he  fays  he  has  in 
his  power  to  quell  the  difturhances, 
and  reftore  peace  to  this  capitaL* 
Lord  George  laid,  that,  ‘  if  he 
might  prefume  to  reply,  his  reply 
was,  that  his  beft  endeavours  fhould 
be  uied,’ 

Thomas  Evans  depofed,  that  he 
was  a  member  of  the  P.  A.  ;  that 
being  in  a  coach  in  Bridge- ftreet, 
Weftminfter,  on  the  fecond  of 
June,  between  ten  and  eleven  in 
the  forenoon,  he  received  fome 
information  from  Mr.  Smith,  keep¬ 
er  of  the  Guildhall  in  Weftmin¬ 
fter,  that  the  latter  faid  was  of 
great  confequence  to  be  communi¬ 
cated  to  Lord  George  Gordon, 
viz.  that  he  had  been  credibly  in¬ 
formed,  that  a  number  of  wea¬ 
vers  from  Spiral  Fields — — [Here 
the"'  court  faid  this  was  no  evi¬ 
dence],  The  witnefs  then  de¬ 
pofed,  that  on  this  information  he 
proceeded  to  St.  George’s  Fields, 
in  order  to  endeavour  to  find  Lord 
George  Gordon  ;  that  he  faVv  the 
Scotch  divifton  formed,,  in  the 
center  of  which  was  Lord  George  ; 
that  he  and  one  ©f  his  friends  got 
out  of  the  coach,  and  with  diffi¬ 
culty  got  to  the  ring  ;  he  then 
told  his  lordftiip,  that  he  had  been 
informed  by  Mr.  Smith,  that  there 
would  be  a  riot  in  Weftminfter,  if 
more  than  thirty  or  forty  attempt¬ 
ed  to  go  to  the  houfe  with  the  pe¬ 
tition  ;  and  he  afked  him  if  he 
meant  that  the  whole  body  was 
to  attend  him  ?  He  anfwered,  ‘  by 
no  means,  by  no  means that  *  he 

intended 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE.  [233 


intended  to  go  to  the  houfe  alone, 
and,  fome  time  after  he  had  been 
there,  the  petition  was  to  follow 
him  to  the  lobby  of  the  houfe, 
and  there  to  wait  till  he  came  out 
to  receive  it.5  The  witnefs  then 
exprelTed  his  pleafure  in  hearing 
this,  as  it  would  prevent  the  ene¬ 
my  from  hurting  the  caule  ;  and 
he  alked  his  lordfhip  to  give  him 
leave  to  tell  the  people  fo,  who 
replied,  *  with  all  his  heart.5  He 
then  told  the  people,  that  they 
were  to  remain  in  the  fields,  my 
Lord  George  Gordon  intending 
to  go  alone.  He  afterwards  drove 
his  coach  up  to  the  obeiiik,  being 
informed  that  they  were  forming 
divifions  at  the  other  end  of  the 
field.  When  he  came  there,  he 
found  the  people  were  in  a  march¬ 
ing  line,  fix  in  a  row,  with  their 
faces  towards  the  Borough ;  he 
then  got  out  of  his  coach,  and 
alked  them  what  they  were  going 
to  do?  they  anfwered,  *  to  march 
through  the  city  ;5  he  then  men¬ 
tioned  what  Lord  George  Gordon 
had  defired  him  to  tell  them,  and 
that  he  was  lure  there  would  be  a 
riot,  if  more  than  thirty  or  forty 
people  went  to  the  houfe.  They 
anfwered,  that  ‘  he  need  not  be 
afraid  of  that,  for  they  were  de¬ 
termined  to  make  none.5 

John  Spinnage  confirmed  the 
evidence  of  the  preceding  witnefs, 
with  refpefl  to  the  prifoner’s  fay¬ 
ing  *  that  he  meant  to  go  up  to 
the  houfe  alone.5  The  people  he 
favv  in  the  fields,  he  faid,  had  no 
weapons  or  flicks,  and  were  far 
from  being  of  the  rabble. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Whittingham 
faid  fhe  was-  in  a  coach  in  St. 
George’s  Fields  on  the  fecond  of 
June.  Lord  George  Gordon  came 
to  the  coach,  and  afked  leave  to 


come  into  it,  which  fhe  gave  ;  he 
was  near  fainting  away  ;  he  got 
into  the  coach.  About  thirty  or 
forty  gentlemen  furrounded  the 
coach,  fo  that  they  could  not 
drive  off.  Thefe  gentlemen  de¬ 
fired  they  might  attend  Lord 
George,  who  begged  they  would 
not,  ‘  he  would  have  no  afliflance 
at  all,  he  was  very  well.5  They 
faid,  ‘  pray  let  us  attend  you  to 
the  houfe  he  anfwered  ‘  no, 
by  no  means,  I  fhall  be, greatly 
obliged  to  you,  gentlemen,  if  you 
will  all  go  back;5  for  he  did  not 
chufe  to  be  attended  by  them. 

Alexander  John  lion  faid,  that 
he  was  the  lail  in  the  proceffion  of 
the  London  divilion.  He  was  in 
Palace-yard  between  twelve  and 
one.  There  were  no  riots.  He 
then  went  with  feme  friends  to 
dine  in  the  Strand.  About  fix  or 
feven,  word  was  brought  to  them, 
that  there  was  a  disturbance  in 
Palace-yard.  The  company  faid 
to  him,  that  they  had  better  go 
and  try  to  quell  the  mob.  He 
oppofed  this,  faying,  that  they 
(the  mob)  were  no  friends  to  the 
caufe,  and  that  it  would  be  better 
tot  ftay  where  they  were.  How¬ 
ever,  at  their  perfuafions  he  went 
into  Parliament-ftreet.  He  faw 
about  twenty  boys,  and  five  or  fix 
men  ;  they  were  a  fet  of  boys  and 
pick-pockets,  not  in  the  leaft  like 
the  Proteftant  Aflociation ;  they 
were  flopping  a  coach  :  he  feized 
one  of  the  men,  but  was  perluad- 
ed  to  let  him  go. 

Alexander  Frazer,  one  of  the 
P.  A.  faw  feveral  bodies  of  peo¬ 
ple,  fometimes  a  dozen,  or  fo, 
colledled  on  Weilminfter-  bridge, 
about  twelve  o’clock  on  the  fe¬ 
cond  of  June.  They  had  aii  blue 
cockades.  He  did  not  think  they 
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belonged  to  the  petitioners  ;  for 
marry  of  them  were  in  liquor. 
He  went  clofe  to  them,  and  affced 
them  if  they  belonged  to  the  Pro- 
teitant  Affociation  r  One  of  them 
with  a  great  hick,  who  Teemed  to 
be  An  liquor,  held  up  his  flick, 
and  laid,  ‘  No,  d— ■— -n  it,  this  is 
all  our  affectation.*  What  became 
eff  them  he  knew  not.  At  one 
©’clock  he  faw  the  diilurbances  at 
the  end  of  Downing-kreet.  They 
had  all  blue  cockades. 

Sir  Philip  Jennings  Clerk  faid 
that  he  was  riding  in  St,  George’s 
Fields,  on  the  2d  of  June,  about 
one  o’clock.  Vaft  numbers  were 
in  the  Helds,  but  the  great  body 
of  them  had  marched  away  to  the 
city.  Thole  he  law  in  the  Helds 
appeared  to  be  the  better  fort  of 
trade fmen,  all  well  dreffed  decent 
people.  He  aiked  a  great  number 
&f  them  what  was  the  occaiion 
of  their  affembling.  They  all  faid 
that  their  delire  was  to  have  a 
Hop  put  to  public  preaching  and 
public  teaching.  They  were  all 
quiet  and  civil ;  but  had  no  parti¬ 
cular  reafon  to  be  fo  to  him,  for  he 
had.  never  put  a  blue  cockade  in 

JL 

his  hat.  Sir  Philip  then  (poke  to 
what  he  obferved  afterwards  in 
the  lobby  of  the  Houle  of  Com¬ 
mons.  The  .people  he  Hrfl  faw  in 
the  lobby  were  not  the  fame,  he 
thought,  who.  Were  there  very  lace 
in  the' evening';  for  the  latter  were 
a  lower  kind  of  people,  more  a 
mob  „  of  blackguards.  He  only 
heard  part  of  the  converfation 
winch  Lord  George  Gordon  held 
to  the  people  in  the  lobby.  What 
he  could  recollect  was,  that  Lord 
George  laid,  £  the  member  for 
JBriilol  is  now  fpeaking,  he  is  no 
friend  to  your  petition  ;  but  take 
notice,  I  give  you  no  advice,  un- 


lefs  it  is  that  you  Ihould  be  tem¬ 
perate  and  Hrm.  On  his  crofs- 
examination  he  gave  a  crrcumHan- 
tial  account  of  his  being  drag¬ 
ged  on  Tu efday  evening  the  6th, 
in  a  chariot,  with  Lord  George 
Gordon,  to  the  houfe  of  Aider- 
man  Bull  in  Leadenhall  -  itreet. 
When  the  mob  took  the  harfes  out 
of  the  carriage,  Loyd  George  faid, 
c  for  God’s  fake,  go  peaceably 
home,  and  go  about  your  bufi- 
nefs  and  whenever  he  could 
{peak,  he  faid,  whilft  you  affem- 
ble  in  this  tumultuous  way,  your 
petition  will  never  be  complied 
with,  the  houfe  will  never  confer*  t 
to  it.’  It  was  impoffible  to  take 
more  pains  to  periuade  people  to 
difperfe  than  Lord  George  did. 

Mr.  John  Turner  depoied,  that 
being  in  St.  George’s  Fields  on 
the  2d  of  June,  he  heard  Lord 
George  Gordon  tell  the  people* 
that  f  if  any  thing  had  weight 
with  their  petition,  it  would  be 
their  quiet  and  peaceable  beha¬ 
viour,  and,  that  nothing  elfe  would 
do  ;  he  was  informed  knee  he  came 
into  the  Helds,  that  a  number  of 
perfons  had  come  abroad  that  day, 
on  purpofe  to  raife  a  tumult  j’  and 
he  bid  them  ‘  not  to  be  led  away 
by  any  fuch  perfons.’ 

Mr.  John  Humphreys  depofed 
to  a  gentleman’s  coming  from  Lord 
George  Gordon,  and  defiring  the 
people  in  St.  George’s  Fields  not  to 
go  up  to  the  houfe  on  any  confeder¬ 
ation.,  but  to  difperfe,  for  that 
there  was  an  Aft  that  fpeciHed 
that  only  fo  many  people  Ihould 
go  up  with  a  petition. 

Mr.  Sampfon  Hotchkinfon  faid, 
he  was  in  St.  George’s  Fields  on 
the  2d  of  June.  Some  advice  be¬ 
ing  brought  to  the  ring  by  fome 
mechanical  perfons.  Lord  George 
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Gordon  advifed  ‘  a  certain  num¬ 
ber  to  go  up  with  the  petition ; 
he  would  wilh  to  avoid  all  offence, 
and  it  might  be  attended  with 
contention  and  dilorder  ;  there¬ 
fore  he  wilhed  for  a  fmall  num¬ 
ber  to  go.’  Many  in  the  ring 
laid,  ‘  they  were  men  capable  of 
conducting  themfelves  with  peace 
and  order,  and  they  chofe  to  go 
in  perfon.’ 

Mr.  John  Robinfon  faw  the  affo- 
ciation  in  St.  George’s  Fields,  and 
went  in  proceffion  ;  they  were 
very  peaceable  :  in  the  afternoon, 
he  faw  the  riots  in  Palace-yard  ; 
they  had  blue  cockades ;  but  he 
did  not  think  they  belonged  to  the 
affociation. 

Sir  James  Lowther  faid,  that 
Lord  George  Gordon  requefted  to 
accompany  him  home  in  his  car¬ 
riage,  from  the  Houie  of  Com- 
mons,  on  the  evening  of  Friday 
the  2d.  When  they  were  got  into 
the  carriage,  fome  of  the  remain¬ 
ing  meb  came  about,  and  alked, 

‘  Is  the  Bill  to  be  repealed  ?’  Lord 
George  faid,  ‘  I  do  not  know,  I 
hope  it  will,  but  go  home,  be 
quiet,  make  no  riot  nor  noife.’ 

Mrs.  Youd,  fervant  to  Lord 
George  Gordon,  was  called  to 
prove  that  his  Lordlhip  was  at 
home  at  a  quarter  before  1 1  o’clock 
on  the  evening  of  the  2d  of  June, 
and  that  he  was  at  home  Saturday, 
Sunday,  and  Monday  following. 
Being  alked  whether  he  did  not  go 
out  any  part  of  thefe  days,  Mr. 
Erkine  faid  he  was  ready,  if  the 
court  thought  it  material,  to  Ihew 
where  his  lordlhip  was  every  hour 
and  every  minute  of  thofe  days. 

Mr.  Alderman  Pugh  faid,  that 
he  was  in  a  coach  with  Ld.%George 
Gordon,  about  three  cPclock  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  7th  of  June. 


A  young  man  came  with  half  a 
fheet  of  paper  that  was  written 
upon  ;  he  feemed  to  be  in  great 
agony  ;  he  defired  the  prifoner  to 
fet  his  nanfe  to  it  ;  he  faid,  ‘  his 
houfe  was  in  danger  of  being  de- 
ftroyed,  and  lie  wilhed  his  lord- 
fhip  would  fign  the  paper.’  The 
witnefs  was  not  clear  whether 
Lord  George  afked  his  opinion  or 
not,  nor  whether  he  looked  at  it, 
but  his  lordlhip  did  fign  it ;  and 
the  man  feemed  to  go  away  happy. 
The  evidence  for  the  crown  be¬ 
ing  clofed,  Mr.  Erlkine  addrefled 
the  jury  in  a  very  long  fpeech, 
which  he  opened  with  a  very  clear 
and  diftinCt  hiftory  of  treafon. 
He  ffated  the  wildom  of  our  ancef- 
tors  in  guarding  againft  the  con- 
fequences  of  loofe  and  arbitrary 
conftru&ion,  by  the  moll  accurate 
and  explicit  definitions,  and  de¬ 
ducing  hence  a  feries  of  incon- 
teffable  principles,  he  ftrongly  ex¬ 
horted  the  jury  to  apply  them  to  the 
whole  evidence  before  them.  Then 
commenting  on  the  various  parts 
of  the  evidence  in  the  moft  mafter- 
ly  manner,  he  concluded  with 
thefe  animated  words :  *  I  may 
now  relieve  you  from  the  pain  of 
hearing  me  any  longer,  and  be 
myl'elf  relieved  from  the  pain  of 
fpeaking  on  a  fubjeft  which  agi¬ 
tates  and  diftreftes  me.  Since 
Lord  George  Gordon  Hands  clear 
of  every  hollile  aCt  or  purpofe 
againft  the  legillature  of  his  coun¬ 
try,  or  the  properties  of  his  fel¬ 
low  fubjefts — lince  the  whole  te¬ 
nor  of  his  conduct  repeis  the  be¬ 
lief  of  the  traiterous  purpofe  charg¬ 
ed  by  the  indictment— my  talk  is 
finifhed.  I  fhall  make  no  addrefs 
to  your  paffions  ;  I  will  not  re¬ 
mind  you  of  the  long  and  rigo¬ 
rous  imprifonmenx  he  has  fufftr- 

cd  ; 
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cd  ;  I  will  not  fpeak  to  you  of  his 
great  youth,  of  his  illuftrious 
birth,  and  of  his  uniform,  ani¬ 
mated,  and  generous  zeal  in  par¬ 
liament  for  the  confutation  of  his 
country.  Such  topics  might  be 
mfeful  in  the  balance  of  a  doubt¬ 
ful  cafe  ;  yet  even  then  I  fhould 
have  trailed  to  the  honeft  hearts  of 
Englifhmen  to  have  felt  them  with¬ 
out  excitation.  At  prefent,  the 
plain  and  rigid  rules  of  juitice  are 
foificient  to  entitle  me  to  your  ver¬ 
dict  ;  and  may  God  Almighty, 
who  is  the  facred  author  ,of  both, 
hll  your  minds  with  the  deepeil 
impreffions  of  them,  and  with 
virtue  to  follow  thofe  impreffions ! 
You  will  then  reitore  my  innocent 
client  to  liberty,  and  me  to  that 
peace  of  mind,  which,  fmce  the 
protection  of  that  innocence  in  any 
part  depended  upon  me,  I  have 
never  known.5 

The  folicitor -general  replied. 

After  which.  Lord  Mansfield 
gave  the  following  charge. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Jury, 

The  prifoner  at  the  bar  is  in¬ 
dicted  for  that  fpecies  of  high- 
treafon  which  is  called  levying 
war  againft  the  king,  and  there¬ 
fore  it  is  neceffary  you  fhould  firft 
be  informed  what  is  in  law  a  le¬ 
vying  war  againft  the  king,  fo  as 
to  conftitute  the  crime  of  high- 
treafon,  within  the  Statute  of  Ed¬ 
ward  III.  and  perhaps  according 
to  the  legal  fig  nifi  cation  of  the 
term,  before  that  Statute.  There 
are  two  kinds  of  levying  war:  — 
one  againft  the  perfon  of  the  king  ; 
to  imprifon,  to  dethrone,  or  to 
kill  him  ;  or  to  make  him  change 
meafures,  or  remove  counfellors : 
-“-the  other,  which  is  faid  to  be 
levied  againft  the  majefty  of  the 
king,  or,  in  other  words,  againft 


iGISTER,  1781. 

him  in  his  regal  capacity ;  as 
when  a  multitude  affemble  to  at¬ 
tain  by  force  any  objed  qf  a  ge¬ 
neral  public  nature  ;  that  is  levy¬ 
ing  war  againft  the  majefty  of  the 
king  ;  and  moft  reafonably  fo  held, 
becaufe  it  tends  to  diffolve  all  the 
bands  of  fociety,  to  deftroy  pro¬ 
perty,  and  to  overturn  govern¬ 
ment  ;  and,  by  force  of  arms,  to 
reftrain  the  king  from  reigning  ac¬ 
cording 'to  law. 

Infurredions,  by  force  and  vio¬ 
lence,,  to  raife  the  price  of  wages, 
to  open  all  prifons,  to  deftroy 
meeting-houfes,  nay,  to  deftroy 
all  brothels,  to  refill  the  execution 
of  militia  laws,  to  throw  down  all 
inclofures,  to  alter  the  eftablifhed 
law,  or  change  religion,  to  redreis. 
grievances  real  or  pretended,  have 
all  been  held  levying  war.  Many 
other  inftances  might  be  put.  Lord 
Chief  Juftiee  Holt,  in  Sir  John 
Freind’s  cafe,  fays,  c  if  perfons  do 
affemble  themfelves  and  ad  with 
force  in  opposition  to  fome  law 
which  they  think  inconvenient, 
and  hope  thereby  to  get  it  repeal¬ 
ed,  this  is  a  levying  war  and  trea- 
fon.  In  the  prefent  cafe,  it  dond 
reft  upon  an  implication  that  they 
hoped  by  oppofition  to  a  law  to 
get  it  repealed,  but  the  profeeu-. 
tion  proceeds  upon  the  dired 
ground,  that  the  objed  was,  by 
force  and  violence,  to  compel  the 
legiflature  to  repeal  a  law ;  and 
therefore,  without  any  doubt,  I 
tell  you  the  joint  opinion  of  us 
all,  that,  if  this  multitude  affem- 
bled  with  intent,  by  ads  of  force 
and  violence,  to  compel  legifla¬ 
ture  to  repeal  a  law,  it  is  high- 
treafon. 

Thourgh  the  form  of  an  indid- 
ment  for  this  fpecies  of  treafon 
mentions  drums,  trumpets,  arms, 

fwords* 
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fwords,  fifes,  and  guns,  yet  none 
of  thefe  circumdances  are  eflen- 
tial.  The  quedion  always  is, 
whether  the  intent  is,  by  force 
and  violence,  to  attain  an  object 
of  a  general  and  public  nature,  by 
any  indruments,  or  by  dint  of 
their  numbers.  Whoever  incites, 
advifes,  encourages,  or  is  any  way 
aiding  to  fuch  a  multitude  fo  af- 
fembled  with  fuch  intent,  though 
he  does  not  perfonally  appear 
among  them,  or  with  his  own 
hands  commit  any  violence  what- 
foever,  yet  he  is  equally  a  princi¬ 
pal  with  thofe  who  aft,  and  guilty 
of  high-treafon. 

Having  premifed  thefe  propofi- 
tions  as  thfc  ground-work  of  your 
deliberation  upon  the  points  which 
will  be  left  to  you.,  it  will  not  be 
amifs  to  lay  a  matter  which  you 
have  heard  a  great  deal  upon  at 
the  bar  totally  out  of  the  cale. 
Whether  the  Bill,  called  Sir 
George  Savile’s,  was  wife  or  ex¬ 
pedient — whether  the  repeal  of  it 
would  have  been  right  or  wrong— 
has  nothing  to  do  with  this  trial. 
Whether  grievances  be  real  or 
pretended- — whether  a  law  be  good 
or  bad — it  is  equally  high-treafon, 
by  the  ftrong  hand  of  a  multitude, 
to  force  the  repeal  or  redrefs. 

Thus  much  let  me  fay,  it  is 
3310ft  injurious  to  fay  this  Bill, 
called  Sir  George  Savile’s,  is  a 
toleration  of  Popery.  I  cannot 
deny,  that,  where  the  fafety  of 
the  Hate  is  not  concerned,  my  own 
opinion  is,  that  men  fhould  not 
be  punilhed  for  mere  matter  of 
confcience,  and  barely  worship¬ 
ping  God  in  their  own  way  :  but 
where  what  is  alledged  as  matter 
of  confcience  is  dangerous  or  pre- 
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judicial  to  the  Hate,  v.diich  is  the 
cafe  of  Popery,  the  fafety  of  the 
Bate  is  the  fupreme  law,  and  an 
erroneous  religion,  fo  far  as  upon 
principles  of  found  policy  that 
fafety  requires,  ought  to  be  re- 
drained  and  prohibited ;  no  good 
man  has  ever  defended  the  many 
penal  laws  agai'nft  Papids  upon 
any  other  ground :  but  this  Bill  is 
not  a  toleration,  it  only  takes 
away  the  penalties  of  one  Aft  out 
of  many. 

They  are  dill  fubjeft  to  all  the 
penalties  created  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  ;  and  yet  you 
know  Queen  Elizabeth  fucceeded 
to  the  crown  foon  after  a  cruel  ty¬ 
rant  of  the  Popilh  religion.  The 
Reformation  was  edablifhed  in  her 
reign.  She  was  excommunicated 
by  the  pope,  and  her  dominions 
given  away.  Her  next  heir  was  a 
bigotted  Papid  *.  She  was  ex- 
pofed  to  many  plots  of  ailadi na¬ 
tion  :  therefore  found  policy,  and 
even  the  prefervation  of  her  life, 
during  her  reign,  called  for  many 
penal  laws  again d  Papifts. 

This  Aft  repeals  no  penalty 
enafted  in  the  reign  of  Ring 
James  the  Fird;  yet  in  that  reign 
the  provocations  given  by  Papid* 
were  great.  It  began  with  the 
Gunpowder  Plot  ;  and  no  wonder 
fevere  laws  were  mad©  again  ft 
them. 

This  Aft  repeals  no  law  made 
in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the 
Second ;  and  yet  you  know  the 
dread  of  a  Popilh  fucceflbr,  and 
the  jealoufy  of  the  court  at  that 
time,  occadoned  many  penal  laws 
to  be  made  againd  Papids. 

In  the  reign  of  William  the 
Third,  the  fecurity  of  the  new  go- 

Queen  of  Scots. 


vefnment 


233]  A  N  N  U  A  L  R  E 

vernmsnt  made  penal,  laws  againfl 
Papifts  neceffary ;  yet  this  Bill  re¬ 
peals  none  made  during  the  firfl 
ten  years  of  his  reign  :  it  only  re¬ 
peals  feme  additional  penalties  in¬ 
troduced  by  an  Aft  that  palled  at 
the  end  of  his  reign,  which  Is  no¬ 
toriously  known  to  have  been 
countenanced  or  promoted  by  him. 
Therefore  be  the  merits  of  the 
Bill,  called  Sir  George  Savikfs, 
as  it  may,  it  is  totally  a  mlfrepre- 
fentation  to  infer  from  thence 
that  Pa  pi  ft  s  are  tolerated.  It  is  a 
cry  to  raife  the  blind  fpirifc  of  fa- 
naticifm,  or  enthufiafm,  in  the 
minds  of  a  deluded  multitude, 
which,  in  the  hiftory  of* the  world, 
3ias  been  the  caule  of  much  ruin 
and  national  deftruftion.  But  I 
have  already  told  you  the  merits 
of  this  law  are  totally  immaterial 
upon.  this  trial ;  and  nothing  can 
be  fo  difhonourable  to  government, 
as  to  be  forced  to  make,  or  to  .re¬ 
peal,  by  an  armed  multitude,  any 
law  :  from  that  moment  there  is 
an  end  of  all  legiilative  autho¬ 
rity. 

There' is  another  matter  I  mid 
mention  to  yon, 'before  I  come  to 
Hate  the  quell  ions  upon  which  you 
are  to  form  a  judgment,  and  fum 
np  the  evidence,  from  which  that 
judgment  is  to  be  a  conclufion. 

A  doubt  has  faintly  been  thrown 
out  at  the  bar,  whether  it  is  lawful 
to  attend  a  petition  to  the  Houle 
of  Commons  with  more  than  ten 
perfons  ?  Upon  dear-bought  expe¬ 
rience  of  the  confequence  of  tu¬ 
multuous  affemblies,  under  pre¬ 
tence  of  carrying  and  fupporting 
petitions,  an  Aft  of  parliament 
paired  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles 
the  Second,  forbidding,  under  a 
penalty,  more  than  ten  perfons  to 
attend  a  petition  to  the  king,  or 
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either  houfe  of  parliament  z  but  it 
is  laid,  that  the  law  is  repealed 
by  the  Bill  of  Rights.  I  fpeak  the 
joint  opinion  of  us  all,  that  the 
Aft  of  Charles  the  Second  is  in 
full  force  ;  there  is  not  the  colour 
for  a  doubt:  the  Bill  of  Rights 
does  not  mean  to  meddle  with  it 
at  all  :  it  afferts  the  right  of  the 
fubjeft  to  petition  the  king,  and 
that  there  ought  to  be  no  commit¬ 
ments  for  inch  petitioning  ;  which 
alluded  to  the  cafe  of  the  bifhops 
in  King  James’s  reign,  who  peti¬ 
tioned  the  king,  and  were  com¬ 
mitted  for  it. — But  neither  the 
Bill  of  Rights,  nor  any  other  fta- 
tute,  repeals  this  Aft  of  Charles 
the  Second  :  and  Mr.  juftice 
Blackftone,  in  his  Commentaries, 
treats  of  this  Aft  as  in  full  force  ; 
and,  as  I  have  told  you,  we  are  all 
of  that  opinion  ;  and  consequent¬ 
ly  the  attending  a  petition  to  the 
Houle  of  Commons  by  more  than 
ten  perfons  is  criminal  and  illegal. 
•—Having  premifed  thefe  feverai 
proportions  and  principles,  the 
fubj eft- matter  for  your  consider¬ 
ation  naturally  refolves  itfelf  into 
two  points. 

Firft,  Whether  this  multitude 
did  affembie  and  commit  afts  of 
violence  with  intent  to  terrify  and 
compel  the  legislature  to  repeal 
the  Aft  called  Sir  George  Sa~ 
wile’s. —  If  upon  this  point  your 
opinion  fhould  be  in  the  negative, 
that  makes  an  end  of  the  whole,, 
and  the  prifoner  ought  to  be  ac¬ 
quitted:  but  if  your  ©pinion  fhould 
be,  that  the  intent  of  this  multi¬ 
tude,  and  the  violence  they  com¬ 
mitted,  was  to  force  a  repeal,  there 
arifes  a  iecond  point— 

Whether  the  prifoner  at  the  bar 
incited,  encouraged,  promoted,  or 
affifted  in  railing  this  infurreftion, 

and 
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and  the  terror  they  carded  with 
them,  with  the  intent  of  forcing 
a  repeal  of  this  law. 

Upon  thefe  two  points,  which 
you  will  call  your  attention  to, 
depends  the  fate  of  this  trial ;  for 
if  either  the  multitude  had  no 
fuch  intent,  or  iuppofmg  they 
had,  if  the  prifoner  was  no  caufe, 
did  not  excite,  and  took  no  part 
in  conducting,  counfeliing,  or 
fomenting  the  infurredfcion,  the 
prifoner  ought  to  be  acquitted  ; 
and  there  is  no  pretence  that  he 
perfonally  concurred  in  any  act 
of  violence. 

[His  lordfhip  now  fummed  up 
the  -  evidence  verbatim  to 
the  jury  ;  in  the  courle  of 
which  he  told  them,  that 
he  obferved  that  mod  of 
them  had  taken  very  full 
notes  — <  that  he  purpofely 
avoided  making  any  ob- 
fervations  upOn  the  evi¬ 
dence,  chuling  to  leave  it 
to  themfelves  ;  then  con* 
eluded  as  follows :] 

This,  gentlemen,  is  the  whole 
of  the  evidence  on  either  fide  : 
you  will  weigh  this  evidence,  and 
all  the  obfervations  made  at  the 
bar,  or  which  occur  to  yourfelves, 
upon  it — I  avoid  making  any. 
The  points  for  you  to  determine 
are — Whether  this  multitude  were 
affembled' and  ailed  with  an  intent 
to  force  a  repeal  of  this  called 
Sir  George  Saviie’s  Acl  ;  and  if 
you  think  fuch  was  their  intent, 
whether  the  (hare  the  prifoner  had 
in  getting  together  fuch  a  number 
of  people  to  go  down  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons — in  meeting  them  in 
St.  George’s  Fields — in  talking  to 
them  in  the  lobby — in  wearing  the 
cockade  on  Friday  and  Saturday 
* — or  in  any  other  part  of  his  con- 


dudl — had  the  fame  intent,  by  the 
terror  of  an  outrageous  multitude, 
and  the  violences  they  committed 
and  threatened,  to  force  a  repeal 
of  this  Acl.  If  there  was  no  fuch 
intention,  either  in  the  mob  or  in 
the  prifoner,  he  ought  to  be  ac¬ 
quitted  :  but  if  you  think  there 
was  fuch  an  intent  in  the  multi¬ 
tude,  encouraged,  incited,  or  pro¬ 
moted  by  the  prifoner,  then  you 
ought  to  find  him  guilty. 

If  the  fcale  fhould  hang  doubt¬ 
ful,  and  you  are  not  bally  fatisfied 
that  he  is  guilty,  you  ought  to 
lean  to  the  favourable  fide,  and 
acquit  him. 

The  court  fat  at  eight  o’clock 
on  the  Monday  morning ; 
and  at  three  quarters  after 
four  on  the  Tuefday  morn¬ 
ing  the  jury  withdrew. 
They  returned  into  court 
at*  a  quarter  after  five 
o’clock  with  a  verdicl  find¬ 
ing  the  prifoner 

NOT  GUILTY. 


Particulars  of  the  Trial  of  M.  De  la 
Motte,  on  a  Charge  of  High  2  rea- 
fon. 

ON  Saturday  morning  the 
14th  of  July,  at  nine  o’clock, 
M.  De  la  Motte  was  brought  from 
New-Prifon,  Clerkenwell,  to  the 
Old-Bailey,  and  having  challeng¬ 
ed  feveral  of  the  jurymen,  twelve 
were  chofen,  after  which  his  trial 
came  on.  The  counfel  who  at¬ 
tended  on-  behalf  of  the  crown 
were,  the  attorney  and  folicitor 
general,  Mr.  Howarth,  and  Mr. 
Norton.  For  the  prifoner,  Mr. 
Dunning  and  Mr.  Peckham.  The 
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indidlment  confifted  of  numerous 
counts,  the  firft  of  which  charged 
M.  Be  la  Motte  with  compaffing 
the  death  of  the  king,  and  the 
others  laid  divers  overt  afts  of  a 
treafonable  connexion  with  the 
French  court  to  deitroy  the  naval 
power  of  this  country. 

The  firil  witnefs  examined  was 
Stephen  RadclifFe,  who  had  a  vef- 
fel  conftantly  going  to  Boulogn, 
and  was  frequently  the  carrier  of 
packets  from  the  prifoner  to  the 
French  ccmmiffary.  His  pay  was 
20 1.  for  every  trip  to  the  conti¬ 
nent. 

The  next  witnefs,  Mr.  Rougier, 
proved  the  engagement  of  himfelf 
and  RadclifFe  in  the  fervice  of  the 
prifoner ;  that  he  received  eight 
guineas  a  month  for  his  trouble  in 
forwarding  packets,  and  alfo  all 
his  charges  from  Dover  to  Lon¬ 
don,  when  he  waited  on  the  pri- 
loner  in  town  :  that  a  Mj>  Waltern 
was  concerned  in  the  bufmefs  with 
the  prifoner,  and  letters  frequent¬ 
ly  came  from  France  dire&ed  to 
himfelf,  which  he  never  opened, 
but  delivered  to  the  prifoner  or 
Mr.  Waltern,  knowing  they  were 
for  thofe  gentlemen. 

Mr.  Stewart  depofed  to  having 
received  from  RadcliiFe  feveral 
packets  intended  for  an  Englifh 
merchant  at  Boulogn,  who  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  an  agent  for  the 
French  mini  dry  ;  but  which,  in- 
Head  of  forwarding,  he  flopped 
hnd  communicated  to  Lord  Hillf- 
borough,  who  took  copies  of  all, 
and  then  returned  them  to  Mr. 
Stewart,  who,  by  his  lordffijpft 
order,  fent  them  to  Boulogn,  and 
by  this  contrivance  the  fchemes  of 
the  prifoner  fwere  fruitrated,  by 
government  having  a  previous 
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knowledge  of  the  contents  of  the 
various  packets 

Sir  Stanyer  Porten,  of  Lord 
Hilifborough’s  office,  depofed  that 
he  received  a  packet  from  Mr. 
Stewart,  in  July  ;  that  lie  copied 
one  of  the  letters  himfelf,  and 
had  others  copied  for  him,  and 
then  put  the  originals  again  into 
the  cover  and  delivered  them  to 
the  poll;  another  of  the  fecond  of 
Auguft,  and  fome  others  after  that 
time,  received  in  like  manner, 
were  copied,  and  put  into  the 
Foil-Office,  to  be  conveyed  to  Mr. 
Stewart,  with  orders  to  be  for¬ 
warded  to  their  deliination. 

On  croft-examination  Sir  Stan¬ 
yer  faid,  he  delivered  the  papers 
to  a  Mr.  Maddifon,  and  two  other 
gentlemen,  clerks  in  the  Poll- 
Office,  but  he  could  not  recoiled; 
to  which  perfon  of  the  three. 

Here  an  argument  arofe,  whether 
or  not  thefe  copies  of  letters  ought  to 
be  admitted  as  evidence  ;  the  coun- 
fel  for  the  profecution  contending, 
that  the  'copies  being  authenticat¬ 
ed,  were  as  admiffible  as  the  ori¬ 
ginals  ;  and  the  counfel  for  the 
prifoner  concluding  they  were  not, 
and  Mr.  Beckham,  even  going  fo 
far  as  to  contend,  that  if  the  ori¬ 
ginals  themfelves  were  produced 
they  would  not  be  admiffible,  as 
not  being  proved  to  have  been 
delivered  from  M,  Be  la  Motte  to 
RadclifFe,  and  not  appearing  the 
author  of  them  from  any  hand¬ 
writing  or  fig  nature ;  to  which  laft 
observation  it  was  anfwered,  that 
RadclifFe  received  the  packets  front 
Rougier,  which  Rougier  received 
from  De  la  Motte,  and  thus  the 
chafm  was  Filed  up ;  but  here  a 
doubt  arofe,  whether  the  letters 
which  were  copied  by  Sir  Stanyer 
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Porten  were  the  identical  letters 
fo  traceable  to  De  la  Motte  through 

O 

Radcliife,  and  through  Rougier, 
in  order  to  complete  the  chain  ne- 
ceffary  to  make  the  copies  admif- 
fible. 

The  conftable  who  apprehended 
the  prifoner,  proved,  that  he  threw 
feveral  papers  out  of  his  waillcoat 
pocket,  which  being  read,  appeared 
to  be  an  account,  comprehending 
all  the  particulars  of  Governor 
Johnftone’s  fquadron,  and  intelli¬ 
gence  of  our  marine  in  the  differ¬ 
ent  ports,  their  deftination  and 
condition,  both  with  regard  to  vic¬ 
tualling  and  ftrength. 

Mr.  Slater,  the  king’s  mef- 
fenger,  depofed,  that  he  took  Mr. 
Lutterloh  into  cuftody  at  his  houfe 
at  Wickham,  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Portfmouth  ;  that  Mr. 
Lutterloh  made  a  free  confefnon 
of  his  guilt,  and  by  his  direction 
he  found  a  bundle  of  papers  in 
the  garden,  feveral  of  which  were 
the  hand-writing  of  the  prifoner, 
dire&ed  to  the  Commandant  of 
Ereff,  and  others  to  the  Com¬ 
mandant  of  Cadiz,  together  with 
inflrucdions  to  Mr.  Lutterloh,  from 
the  prifoner,  prefcribing  a  mode 
of  conduct  during  their  connec¬ 
tion  in  the  treafonable  confpirady 
again!!  this  kingdom. 

Mr.  Lutterloh  was  next  called, 
and  his  teftimony  was  of  fo  ferious 
a  nature,  that  the  court  feemed  in 
a  ftate  of  aftoniihment  during  the 
whole  of  his  long  examination. 
He  faid,  that  he  embarked  in  a 
plot  with  the  prifoner  in  the  year 
1778  to  furnidi  the  French  court 
vvith  fecret  intelligence  of  the 
navy  ;  for  which  at  firil  he  received 
only  eight  guineas  a  month;  the 
importance  of  his  information  ap¬ 
peared,  however,  fo  clear  to  the 
Vol.  XXIV* 


prifoner,  that  he  fhcrtly  after  al¬ 
lowed  him  fifty  guineas  a  month, 
befides  many  valuable  gifts  ;  that 
upon  any  emergency  he  came  poll 
to  town  to  M.  De  la  Motte,  but 
common  occurrences  relative  to 
their  treaty  he  fent  by  the  poll. 
He  identified  the  papers  found  in 
his  garden,  and  the  feats,  he  faid, 
were  M.  De  la  Motte’s,  and  well 
known  in  France.  Fie  had  been 
to  Paris  by  direction  of  the  pri¬ 
foner,  and  was  clofetted  with 
Monfieur  Sartine,  the  French  mi- 
nifter.  He  had  formed  a  plan  for 
capturing  Governor  Johnftone’s 
fquadron,  for  which  he  demanded 
8000  guineas,  and  a  third  fhare  of 
the  fhips  to  be  divided  amongil 
the  prifoner,  himfelf,  and  his 
friend  in  a  certain  office,  but  the 
French  court  would  not  agree  to 
yielding  more  than  an  eighth  fhare 
of  the  fquadron.  After  agreeing 
to  enable  the  French  to  take  the 
commodore,  he  went  to  Sir  Hugh 

_  1,  "> 

Pallifer,  and  offered  a  plan  to 
take  the  French,  and  to  defeat  his 
original  project  with  which  he  had 
fumifhed  the  French  court.  Mr. 
Dunning  was  wearied  out  in  crofs- 
examining  this  witnefs,  A  and  de¬ 
clared,  he  was  fo  {hocked  that  he 
muft  retire  ;  and,  after  flaying  up 
flairs  fome  time,  he  went  home 
extremely  ill.  Mr.  Peckham  then 
for  a  long  time  quefticned  the  wit¬ 
nefs. 

On  being  feverely  queftioned  by 
Mr.  Dunning,  Lutterloh  gave  a 
fhort  abftradt  of  his  life,  of  which 
the  following  are  the  rnoll  remark¬ 
able  circumftances  : — About  fif¬ 
teen  years  fince  he  came  to  Eng¬ 
land  upon  a  vifit  to  an  uncle,  who 
was  ambaftador  from  the  Duke  of 
Brunfwick ;  and  going  to  a  Mr. 
Taylor’s  to  learn  Engiifh,  he  be- 
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came  enamoured  of  that  gentle¬ 
man’s  daughter,  and  married  her, 
whereby  he  incurred  the  difplea- 
fare  of  his  relations.  Being  re¬ 
duced  to  didrefs,  he  engaged  as 
a  livery  fervant  to  Capt.  Phillips, 
upon  quitting  whofe  fervice  he 
lived  in  the  fame  capacity  with 
Mr.  Wildman  of  Lincoln’s  Inn. 
Being  difmiffed  from  Mr.  Wild¬ 
man  he  took  a  chandler’s  {hop 
in  Great  Wild-fireet,  and  having 
accepted  the  drafts  of  a  relation 
to  a  confiderable  amount,  he  was 
much  harraffed  by  the  prefiing  im¬ 
portunities  of  his  creditors,  to 
avoid  whofe  importunities  he  re¬ 
tired  to  Germany,  feme  time  after 
which  lie  returned  to  England, 
and  availed  himfelf  of  an  infblvent 
aCt.  > 

Being  at  Portfmouth  during  the 
late  naval  review,  he  gained  em¬ 
ployment  as  book-keeper  at  the 
George  Inn.  In,  this  fituation  he 
projected  a  fcheme  for  purchafmg 
arms  In  the  petty  German  dates 
for  the  ufe  of  America,  and  vifited 
that  quarter  of  the  globe,  in  or¬ 
der  to  promote  this  plan,  which 
however  was  not  attended  with 
fuccefs,  and  after  this  commenced 
his  connection  with  the  prifoner. 

Pie  acknowledged,  that  he  fup- 
plied  the  prifoner  with  accounts 
of  the  date  of  the  Wed-India  fleet, 
the  number  of  flek.  and  wounded 
at  Haflar,  in  a  letter  dire&ed  to 
Mr.  John  Tweed,  of  Philpot-lane, 
London,  and  that  other  informa¬ 
tion  was  conveyed,  under  cover 
of  franks,  to  Mr.  Wall,  of  Little 
Carrington- dreet.  May-fair,  who 
deals  in  pamphlets,  news  -  pa¬ 
pers,  &c. 

He  further  confefled,  that  in 
violation  of  a  folemn  engagement 
with  the  prifoner,  wherein  k  was 


flipulated,  that  they  fhould  on  no 
confideration  betray  each  other, 
after  being  railed  from  a  date  of 
the  mod  extreme  indigence  to  inde¬ 
pendency  with  refpeCt  to  pecuniary 
circumdanees,  by  his  generofity, 
he  had,  with  a  view  to  make  fome 
reditution  to  the  country  he  had 
been  fo  indudrious  to  injure,  but 
more  with  a  defign  to  enrich  him¬ 
felf,  communicated  the  whole  par¬ 
ticulars  of  the  iniquitous  fchemes 
in  which  he  had  been  engaged. 

He  was  afked  by  Mr.  Dunning, 
whether,  immediately  after  leav¬ 
ing  the  grand  jury,  when  the  in¬ 
dictment  was  preferred,  he  did 
not  fay  to  RouiTeau,  that  there 
was  not  evidence  for  finding  a  Bill 
without  the  faCts  to  which  he  was 
to  fwear,  but  that  his  depofltions 
would  caufe  De  la  Motte  to  be 
convicted,  in  which  cafe  he  lhould 
derive  great  profit.  This  he  de¬ 
nied  ;  but  owned  he  had  offered  to 
lay  a  wager  that  De  la  Motte 
would  be  hanged.  A  great  num¬ 
ber  of  letters  which  he,,  the  wit- 
nefs,  had  fworn  to  be  the  hand¬ 
writing  of  De  la  Motte,  relative 
to  the  date  of  our  fleet,  rates, 
guns,  weight  of  metal,  outfit, 
commanders,  dedination,  com¬ 
plement  of  men,  &c.  &c.  were 
read,  and  appeared  to  contain  the 
mod  precife,  and  we  prefnme,  ac¬ 
curate  accounts,  which  fully  con¬ 
firmed  the  obfervation  made  by  the 
attorney-general,  on  his  opening 
the  profeeution,  and  which  he 
faid  ought  to  be  much  regretted, 
“  that  the  great  fums  the  prifoner 
had  to  difpofe  of  enabled  him  to 
carry  corruption  to  very  great  and: 
dangerous  lengths.” 

Mr.  Roufleau  depofed,  that  one 
the  day  when  the  indictment  was 
preferred  before  the  grand  jury, 
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Lutterloh  expreffed  forrow  for  the 
melancholy  fituation  of  De  la 
Motte,  faying  at  the  fame  time  he 
would  be  hanged,  for  the  miniftry 
would  be  glad  of  the  opportunity 
that  was  afforded  them  of  gratify¬ 
ing  their  vengeance  ;  and  adding, 
that  he  <vjijhed  he  might  be  hanged , 
for  he  could  do  his  buf  nefs  better 
« -without  him. 

Mr.  Lepel  depofed,  that  he 
knew  Lutterloh  when  he  kept  a 
chandler’s-fhop  in  Wild-flreet,  at 
which  time  he  propofed  to  this 
deponent  a  plan  for  purchafing 
25,000  hand  of  arms  for  the  ufe 
of  th?  Americans,  whereby,  being 
affifted  by  Dr.  Franklin  and  fome 
German  officers,  a  large  fortune 
might  be  railed. 

Mr.  Wildman  fwore,  that  in 
1770,  or  1771,  Lutterloh  lived  with 
him  as  a  fervant,  during  which  time 
an  accident  happened  (alluding 
to  his  bureau  being  broke  open 
and  rifled  of  about  80  or  90 1.)  but 
he  did  not  pretend  to  affert,  that 
Lutterloh  had  been  the  robber  ; 
but  his  fufpicions,  and  the  mo¬ 
tives  which  gave  birth  to  them, 
were  fuch  as  to  fully  juflify  him 
in  his  own  confcience  to  refule 
Lutterloh  a  character  when  he  dif- 
miffed  him  from  his  fervice. 

After  the  examination  of  other 
witneffes  to  collateral  circum- 
ftances,  Mr.  Peckham  arofe  and 
combated  the  whole  of  the  charge  ; 
and  contended,  that  both  in  point 
of  law  and  fadf,  the  indictment 
muff  fall  td*the  ground,  for  that 
the  overt  aCts  were  not  proved, 
and  as  to  the  papers  defcribing  the 
ltate  of  our  fleet,  and  the  fick  and 
wounded  feamen,  they  were  no 
more  than  wha £  might  be  every 
day  read  in  a  news-paper.  Fie 
entered  into  th?  hi  dory  of  M.  Ds 


la  Motte,  faid  he  was  a  French  no¬ 
bleman,  and  he  would  not  call 
him  prifoner,  but  an  unfortunate 
gentleman,  brought  to  the  bar  for 
his  life  through  the  contrivance  of 
a  witnefs,  with  whom  M.  De  la 
Motte  had  been  acquainted,  and 
who,  to  fcreen  himfelf  from  pu- 
nifhment,  had  charged  the  offence 
of  a  treafonable  correfpondence 
upon  M.  De  la  Motte.  He  took 
many  other  liberties  with  Mr. 
Lutterloh  in  the  courfe  of  his  ob- 
fervations,  and  having  ufed  many 
arguments  to  fhovv  that  M.  De  la 
Motte  had  aCted  only  as  a  trader 
from  England  to  France,  and  that 
the  crime  charged  was  more  im¬ 
putable  to  Mr.  Lutterloh,  he  called 
two  witneffes  to  impeach  his  cha¬ 
racter,  but  they  failed  in  fuch  kind 
of  proof. 

The  folicitor-general  was  a  con- 
fiderable  time  in  reply,  and  de¬ 
fended  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Lut¬ 
terloh  ;  and  Mr.  Juftice  Buller,  at 
nine  o’clock  began  to  charge  the 
jury  ;  in  the  courfe  of  which,  he 
faid,  that  collecting  intelligence 
for  the  purpofe  of  furnilhing  our 
enemies,  was  high  treafon. 

The  jury,  after  a  fliort  deliber¬ 
ation,  pronounced  the  prifoner 
Guilty,  See.  as  has  been  already 
related,  in  our  Chronicle  for  July* 
p.  184. 

M.  De  la  Motte  was  about  five 
feet  ten  inches  in  height,  50  years 
of  age,  and  of  a  comely  counte¬ 
nance  ;  his  deportment  was  exceed- 
ingly  genteel,  and  his  eye  was  ex- 
preffive  of  ftrong  penetration.  He 
wore  a  white  cloth  coat  and  a 
linen  waiftcoat,  worked  in  tam¬ 
bour.  After  fcntence  Mr.  Aker- 
nxan’s  fervants  preoared  to  re- 
conduCt  him  to  prifon,  but  being 
ignorant  of  their  defign,  h§  fat  irr 
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the  chair  in  which  he  had  fat  dur¬ 
ing  almoft  the  whole  of  the  trial. 
But  upon  the  matter  being  ex¬ 
plained  to  him,  he  rofe,  paid  a 
polite  obedience  to  the  court  and 
retired. 


Copy  of  Lord  George  Gordon’^  Cor - 
refpondence  ‘with  Lord  North  and 
Lord  Southampton,  September  3, 
1781. 

Ti?  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  North, 
Firfi  Lord  of  the  Treafury ,  Ur. 
Ur.  Ur. 

ss  My  Lord, 

H  E  committee  of  corre- 
fpondence  for  the  Pro- 
teffcant  interell  at  Edinburgh,  have 
done  me  the  honour  to  intruft  to 
my  care  a  very  valuable  book  to 
be  delivered  to  the  king.  It  is 
entitled  Scotland’s  Oppoftion  to  the 
Popijh  Bill ,  and  contains  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  all  the  declarations  and  re¬ 
flations  published  by  the  General 
Aflembly  of  the  Church  of  Scot¬ 
land,  and  the  different  provincial 
fynods,  prelbyteries,  affociate  pref- 
byteri.es,  kirk  feffions,  counties, 
cities,  royal  boroughs,  boroughs, 
towns,  parifh.es,  incorporations, 
and  focieties  throughout  Scotland 
againfl  the  propofed  repeal  of  the 
Statutes  enabled,  and  for,  ever  ra¬ 
tified,  by  the  Revolution  and 
Union  parliament,  for  preventing 
the  growth  of  Popery  ;  with  an 
introdublion,  giving  a  fhort  hiflory 
of  the  rife,  progrefs,  and  effebls 
of  that  national  alarm  ;  and  an 
Appendix,  containing  a  fhort  view 
of  the  Statutes  at  prefent  in  force 
in  Scotland  againfl  Popery,  the 
nature  of  the  Bill  propofed  to  be 
brought  into  parliament  for  re¬ 
pealing  thofe  Statutes,  and  fome 


remarks,  (hewing  the  propriety 
and  neceffity  of  oppofing  fuch  re¬ 
peal  ;  with  a  few  hints  on  the  con- 
flitutional  and  prudent  mode  of 
oppofition:  Printed  by  David  Pa¬ 
ter  fon,  at  Edinburgh. 

(t  I  think  it  right  to  fend  this 
information  to  your  lordfhip,  that 
you  may  acquaint  the  king,  I 
have  a  book  of  fuch  confeauence 
to  deliver  into  his  majefly’s  own 
hands ;  and,  that  I  humbly  wait 
his  majefly’s  pleafure  to  know, 
whether  I  (hall  have  the  honour  of 
prefenting  it  to  his  majefty  at  his 
public  levee,  or  at  his  private 
houfe,  or  when  his  majefiy  is  fit¬ 
ting  upon  the  throne  ?  My  wifn  is 
(at  the  fame  time  that  I  do  my 
duty  towards  the  people  of  Scot¬ 
land)  to  comply  with  all  the  forms 
and  ceremonies  of  the  Court  1  of 
London,  in  approaching  the  king 
on  a  public  fubjebl  of  the  deepeft 
political  confideration. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
my  lord. 

Your  lordfhip’s  mofl  obedient 
and  humble  fervant, 
G.  Gordon. 

Welbeck-fireet , 

Sept.  3,  1781. 

N.  B.  Your  lordfhip,  on  this 
cccahon,  will  have  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  of  advifing  with  his  majeily  on 
a  gracious  anfwer,  according  to 
the  principles  laid  down  at  the 
Reformation  and  Revolution,  and 
the  Uriel  and  folemn  engagement 
to  abide  by  thofe  principles,  which 
was  the  covenanted  bargain  that 
raifed  the  Prince  of  Orange  from 
Holland,  and  his  prefent  majefly’s 
predeceffors  from  Hanover,  to  the* 
throne  of  thefe  kingdoms.  A  gra¬ 
cious  anfwer  in  time,  to  be  read 
at  the  public  meeting  of  the  Pro- 
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teftant  AfTociation  on  Wednefday 
evening,  might  have  the  good  ef¬ 
fect  of  tending  in  fome  degree  to 
quiet  the  minds  and  apprehenfions 
of-  the  adociation  in  general  ;  and, 
1  am  confident  that  inch  an  an- 
fwer  would  be  looked  upon,  and 
edeemed  as  a  due  attention  to  the 
declarations  and  refolutions  of  their 
country ,  by  the  Scotch  divihon  of 
Protedants  in  London  ;  who,  per¬ 
mit  me  to  tell  your  lordlhip,  are 
very  relpe&able  indeed,  and  nu¬ 
merous  too,  about  twenty  thou¬ 
sand  men,  including  the  train  of 
artillery  at  Woolwich,  and  the  bed: 
part  of  all  the  regiments  of  horfe 
and  foot- guards.  If  your  lordfhip 
was  to  adviie  his  majeity  to  compli¬ 
ment  them  on  their  difcernment 
and  loyalty  in  oppofing  the  Popery 
Bill,  I  think  it  would  be  judicious, 
and  in  feafon.” 

The  following  anfwer  was  fent 
by  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  North  to 
the  Right  Hon.  Lord-  George 
Gordon  : 

“  LORD  North’s  compliments 
to  Lord  George  Gordon  :  if  his 
lord fhip  has  any  book  to  prefent 
to  the  king,  he  mud  prefent  it  at 
the  levee.” 

Wrexton,  Sept .  8,  1781. 

The  following  letter  was  fent  on 
the  fame  day  to  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Southampton,  Groom  of  the 
Stole  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Prince  of  Wales : 

“  My  Lord, 

ct  T  H  E  committee  of  corre- 
fpondence  for  the  Protellant  in- 
tereft  at  Edinburgh,  have  done  me 
the  honour  to  entrud  to  my  care  a 
very  valuable  book,  to  be  deli¬ 


vered  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Prince  of  Wales. 

[Here  follows  the  title  of  the 
book,  as  in  the  letter  to  Lord 
North.] 

“  I  think  it  right  to  fend  this 
information  to  your  lordfhip,  that 
you  may  acquaint  the  Prince  of 
Wales  that  I  have  a  book  of  fuch 
confequence  to  deliver  into  his 
royal  highnefs’s  hands  ;  and  that 
1  humbly  wait  his  royal  highnefs’s 
pleafure,  to  know  when  and 
where  I  fhall  have  the  honour  of 
prefenting  it  to  him.  My  wifh 
is,  at  the  fame  time  that  I  do  my 
duty  towards  the  people  of  Scot¬ 
land,  to  comply  with  all  the  forms 
and  ceremonies  of  his  royal  high- 
nefs’s  eftablifhment  in  approach¬ 
ing  the  heir  apparent  of  the  Houfe 
of  Hanover,  on  a  public  fubjed 
of  the  deeped  political  conflagra¬ 
tion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
my  lord. 

Your  lordfhip’s  mod  obedient 
and  humble  fervant, 
G.  Gordon. 

Welheck  -  flrcety 

Sept.  3,  1781. 

“  P.  S.  I  have  had  the  honour 
to  receive  great  civilities  from 
you  lorddiip  both  in  London  and 
at  Paris,  and  I  have  not  forgot 
them.  I  have  always  looked  up 
to  your  lordfhip  as  a  man  of  good 
underdanding  and  integrity,  as 
well  as  of  the  mod  agreeable  and 
redned  manners.  I  believe  the 
public  alfo,  in  general,  think 
your  lorddiip  very  well  qualified 
for  the  high  and  important  office 
of  fird  lord  in  the  edablifhment  of 
his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of 
Wales  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt,  but 
your  lordfhip  will  ufe  the  utmod 
KJ  3  '  of 
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of  your  abilities  in  guarding  the 
heir  apparent  of  the  Houle  ot  .Ha¬ 
nover,  againft  thole  principles 
and  pra&ices  which  we  in  Scot¬ 
land  could  not  put  up  with,  even 
under  our  own  ancient,  heredita¬ 
ry,  and  royal  family  of  the  Houfe 
of  Stuart,  from  whofe  loins  your 
lordfhip  is  defcended. 

«  Permit  me  to  affure  your  lord¬ 
fhip,  I  do  not  mention  your  royal 
defcent  as  any  blemifh ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary  I  think  it  very  noble.  But  I 
wiih,  indeed,  to  remind  your  lord¬ 
fhip,  in  a  ferious  manner,  that  we 
noblemen ,  whofe  ancient  families 
have  been  fo  clofely  related,  allied, 
and  attached  to  the  royal  Houfe 
of  Stuart  in  former  times  or  dan¬ 
gerous  politics,  have  the  difcerrung 
eyes  of  the  true  Protedant  people 
throughout  Europe  and  America, 
mod  deadily  fixed  upon  us  at  this 
prefent  moment  ;  therefore,  our 
advice  and  conduit  (as  faithful 
friends  to  the  Houfe  of  Hanover, 
being  Protedantsj  ought  to  be  ex - 
emplarily  decided  in  fupport  of 
Reformation  and  Revolution  prin¬ 
ciples.- 

Lord  Southampton’^  Anfwer  to  Lord 
George  Gordon  : 

“  My  Lord, 

€f  HIS  royal  highnefs  is  out 
of  town  at  prefent ;  when  I  have 
an  opportunity,  I  will  lay  your  let¬ 
ter  before  him. 

I  beg  leave  to  apprife  your 
lordfhip,  that  the  Prince  of  Wales 
(not  having  a  court)  gives  no  au¬ 
dience. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
my  lord, 

Your  mod  obedient 

humble  fervant, 

<(  SoUTHA  ?4  r  T  0  N  .  * ' 

6,  1781, 


On  Friday  the  14th  indant. 
Lord  George  Gordon  came  to  the 
outward  room  at  St.  James’s  with 
a  book.  The  lord  in  waiting  in¬ 
formed  him,  that  nobody  could 
be  permitted  to  deliver  a  book  to 
the  king,  without  his  rnajedy’s 
perm  iff  on  being  fird  afked  and  ob¬ 
tained.  Lord  George  appeared  at 
the  levee  without  the  book ;  and 
after  the  levee  was  over,  the  lord 
in  waiting  took  the  king’s  plea- 
fore,  and  iignified  to  Lord  George, 
that  his  majedy  having  confidered 
Lord  George  Gordon’s  letter  to 
Lord  North,  announcing  his  in¬ 
tention  to  deliver  a  book,  did  not 
think  proper  to  admit  Lord  Geo. 
Gordon  into  his  prefence,  to  pre¬ 
fent  any  book  announced  by  fach  a 
letter. 


Remarkable  Actions  at  Sea. 

Admiralty -Office,  March  13,  1781. 
Extract  Gf  a.  Letter  from  Lieut .  Ingles, 
commanding  his  Majejly*  1  s  Sloop 
Zephyr,  to  Mr.  Stephens,  dated 
Spithead,  March  11,  1781. 

PLEASE  to  acquaint  their 
lordfhips  of  his  majefty’s  (loop 
Zephyr,  under  my  command,  be¬ 
ing  arrived  at  Spithead  from  the 
coad  of  Africa,  after  a  paffage  of 
57  days. 

I  likewife  have  the  honour  of 
acquainting  their  lorddiips,  that  on 
31ft  of  O&ober  lad,  being  juft  re¬ 
turned  to  Goree  from  a  cruize,  I 
received  intelligence  from  Gover¬ 
nor  Wall  of  a  French  frigate  of 
24  guns  being  in  Gambia  River, 
which  had  taken  two  tranfports 
and  two  Hoops  there,  wooding 
and  watering  for  the  garrifon  ot 
Goree.  I  immediately  failed,  with 
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the  Polly  Letter  of  Marque,  mount¬ 
ing  fixteen  fliort  four  -  pounders, 
with  thirty  men,  under  my  com¬ 
mand,  agreeable  to  the  advice  of 
Governor  Wall. 

On  the  2d  of  November,  at 
eleven  A.  M.  being  at  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  river,  favv  four  fail 
at  anchor  off  Barra  Point  ;  found 
them  to  be  one  of  the  tranfports, 
two  floops,  and  a  French  frigate; 
the  tranfport  mounted  fixteen  guns, 
and  was,  as  I  heard,  manned  with 
Frenchmen  and  Negroes,  belong¬ 
ing  to  Albedra,  on  the  banks  of 
Gambia,  and  interefted  with  the 
French.  At  twelve,  the  tranfport 
and  two'floops  were  fet  on  fire,  the 
other  tranfport  being  burnt  the 
preceding  day.  At  one  P.  M.  the 
enemy’s  fhips  being  under  weigh, 
and  the  Zephyr  within  pifiol-Biot 
of  her,  a  warm  adion  enfued,  and 
.laded  till  four  P.  M.  when,  through 
chafing,  the  Zephyr  and  enemy 
grounded,  at  very  near  low  wa¬ 
ter,  as  clofe  to  each  other  as  be¬ 
fore,  which  occafioned  the  adion 
to  be  renewed  with  redoubled  vio¬ 
lence,  hence  more  refembling  two 
batteries  on  fhore,  than  a  fea  fight. 
During  the  greateft  part  of  the 
adion,  the  letter  of  marque  was 
anchored  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
a-ftern  ;  but,  notwithstanding,  a 
continual  fire  was  kept  up  by  the 
Zephyr  and  enemy  till  fix,  when 
the  enemy  flruck,  with  the  lofs  of 
twelve  killed,  and  twenty  -  eight 
wounded  ;  the  Zephyr  two  killed, 
and  four  wounded,  her  bowfprit, 
main-top-maft,  and  main  yards 
ihot  away,  her  hull,  malls,  yards, 
fails,  and  rigging  very  much  Blat¬ 
tered,  infomuch,  that  with  the 
greateft  difficulty  on  the  twelfth 
vve  arrived  at  Goree.  During  the 
whole  of  the  adion,  the  Zephyr 


was  in  the  utrnoft  danger  from 
fire-rafts,  both  under  her  bows 
and  ftern  ;  but  luckily  the  de- 
ftrudive  intentions  of  the  enemy 
proved  abortive. 

After  boarding  the  enemy, 
found  her  to  be  the  Senegal 
(Lieutenant  Commandant  Allery) 
the  French  king’s  fhip,  mounting 
eighteen  fix-pounders,  and  126 
men,  but  fought  the  Zephyr  with 
twenty-two,  owing  to  tranfport- 
ing  guns.  She  was  formerly  the 
Racehorfe,  commanded  by  Lord 
Mulgrave,  and  lately  the  Senegal, 
in  his  majefty’s  fervice.  As  fhe 
was  of  great  detriment  to  his  raa- 
jefty’s  trading  fubjeds  on  the  coaft: 
of  Africa,  the  taking  of  her  gives 
me  the  utrnoft  pleafure  and  iatif- 
fadion. 

On  our  arrival  on  the  12th  at 
Goree  from  Gambia,  Governor 
Wall  gave  me  information  of  two 
veffels  being  off  Senegal  Bar,  tak¬ 
ing  in  gum.  Ready  to  ad  con- 
fonant  with  his  information,  tho* 
in  fo  fnattered  a  condition,  and 
the  Senegal  not  condemned,  from 
which  the  property  of  the  captors 
was  at  flake,  we  chearfully  con- 
fented  to  proceed  in  purfuit  of  the 
apparent  fuccefs  ;  but  the  wind 
being  at  N.  E.  diredly  contrary, 
and  the  Zephyr  in  an  infirm  fi- 
tuation,  after  beating  five  days 
out  at  fea,  ,the  Blips  were  obliged 
to  return  to  Goree,  in  order  to 
refit,  on  purpoie  that  we  might  a 
fecond  time  be  able  to  attempt  the 
expedition. 

On  our  return  the  condemnation 
of  the  Blip  Senegal  was  entered 
upon,  and  the  Judge  Advocate 
demanding  an  inventory,  proper 
officers  and  men  were  fent  from 
the  Zephyr  for  that  purpofe,  and 
that  of  refitting  her  for  the  afore- 
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faid  expedition  ;  but  alas  l  through 
fome  unknown  caufe,  on  the  2zd 
of  November,  fhe  was  unhappily- 
blown  up,  with  the  lofs  of  Lieut. 
George  Crofts,  and  22  others, 
officers  and  feamen,  fpecified  by 
the  inclofed  lift. 

i  flatter  myfelf  their  lordfhips 
will  fhevv  all  neceffary  indulgence 
to  the  officers  and  fe  a  men’s  friends, 
who  nobly  and  gallantly  fupport- 
ed  me  in  the  late  action,  and  un¬ 
luckily  buffered  by  the  above  ac¬ 
cident. 

A  Lift  of  the  Officers  and  Seamen 
belonging  to  his  Majefty’s  Sloop 
Zephyr,  who  were  blown  up  in 
the  French  King’s  Frigate,  La 
Senegal,  Lieutenant  Allery, 

Commandant,  on  the  2 2d  of 

\ 

November,  1780. 

Geo.  Crofts,  lieutenant ;  Fran¬ 
cis  Fyffe,  mate  ;  Lauder  Ruther¬ 
ford,  able  ;  Tho.  Harris,  boat- 
fwain  ;  Wm,  Tramplett,  gunner  ; 
Thomas  Nefbit,  clerk  ;  John  Cro¬ 
fter,  captain’s  mate  ;  John  Parmin- 
ter,  fail -maker;  P.  M'Kewen, 
quarter  -  gunner  ;  Henry  Clark, 
able  ;  Mark  Short,  ditto ;  George 
Williams,  ditto  ;  John  Oakes, 
ditto  ;  Cabel  Cornwall,  ditto  ; 
Andrew  Buchanan,  ditto  ;  Wm. 
Foifyrh,  captain’s  fervant ;  John 
Lawlers,  able  ;  Thomas  Smith, 
ditto  ;  Wm.  Baker,  ditto  ;  Tho. 
Crofs,  ditto  ;  Jo.  Hall,  ditto  ; 
Thomas  O'Hara,  ditto. 

clranfadiion t  on  hoard  the  Nonfuch, 
in  an  Engagement  between  the 
I A.th  and,  i^th  of  May  1781,  re¬ 
ceived  in  Vice  -  Admiral  Darby’.? 
Letter  of  the  ifh  of  May. 

C|N  the  14th,  being  the  look- 
?  out  fhip  from,  the  van  fqua- 
dron,  at  eight  A.  M.  faw  three 
fail  in  the  N.  E.  niade  the  ft  goal. 


chafed  ;  foon  after  we  faw  a  fail 
in  the  E.  S.  E.  which  we  took  to 
be  a  French  line  of  battle  fhip  ; 
chafed,  gained  upon  her.———  At 
about  half  paft  ten  at  night  came 
along  fide  cf  her  ;  Ihe  gave  us  her 
broadfide,  we  returned  it  ;  Ihe 
dropt  aftern,  we  wore  and  raked 
her  ;  we  continued  the  adtion  for 
near  an  hour,  during  fome  part  of 
which  we  were  on  board  one  ano¬ 
ther  ;  file  carried  away  our  fpriG 
fail  yard,  and  our  anchor  hooking 
her  quarter  carried  away  the  flukes 
of  it.  All  this  time  fhe  had  fo 
much  the  worft  of  the  action,  that 
fhe  took  the  opportunity  of  our 
heads  being  different  ways  to  make 
ail  the  fail  Ihe  could  to  get  away  ; 
we  wore  and  chafed  her  again  ; 
our  mizen-maft  being  entirely  dis¬ 
abled  prevented  our  getting  up 
with  her  before  five  A  M.  It  being 
day-light,  we  could  ftiftinguifh  one 
another  plainly  ;  fhe  appeared  to 
be  a  French  80  gun  ihip,  in  good 
order  for  battle. 

Some  people  on  board  us,  who 
pretend  to  know,  fay  file  is  the 
Languedoc.  At  five  we  began  the 
adtion.  again,  and  continued  till 
half  paft  fix,  when  finding  our  fhip 
much  difabled,  the  fore-yard  com¬ 
ing  down,  all  the  mails,  yards, 
fails  and  rigging  much  hurt,  guns 
difmounted  ;  the  wreck  of  thefe, 
and  dead  and  wounded  men  filling 
the  deck,  I  thought  it  proper  to 
haul  our  wind,  in  order  to  clear 
it.  The  enemy  kept  on  her  courfe 
for  Breft. 

Our  lofs  in  men  is  26  killed, 
and  64  wounded*. 

(Signed)  Ja,  Wallace. 

*  Among  the  former  are  no  officers; 
but  among  the  latter  are,  viz.  Mr.  Spry 
iff,  Mr.  Falconer  3d,  Mr.  Market  4th 
lieutenants,  Mr.  Williams,  acting'  lieute¬ 
nant  ;  Mr.  Stone,  m after ;  Mr.  Horham, 
boatfwain. 
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ExtraS}  cf  a  Letter  from  CaptJ  Wm. 
Feere  Williams,  of  bis  Majejly' s 
Ship  l  lor  a,  to  Mr.  Stephens,  Se¬ 
cretary  to  the  Admiralty »  dated 
Spithead,  fune  27,  1781. 

ON  May  29th,  difcovering 
two  Dutch  frigates,  we  (the 
Flora  and  Crefcent)  prepared  for 
immediate  action  ;  but  the  wind 
increafing  to  a  dorm,  obliged  us 
to  wait  a  more  favourable  oppor¬ 
tunity.  At  feven  in  the  evening 
the  gale  abated,  and  the  next 
morning  the  fea  was  conliderably 
fallen.  Having  kept  the  enemy 
in  fight  all  night,  at  day  break  we 
edged  towards  them,  and  at  five 
commenced  the  action,  fhip  againlt 
ffiip,  within  a  cable’s  length  of 
each  other,  which  was  continued 
without  intermiffion  for  two  hours 
and  a  quarter,  when  our  adver- 
fary  ltruck  her  colours.  She  prov¬ 
ed  to  be  the  Caftor  frigate,  of 
Rotterdam,  commanded  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Pieter  Melvill,  mounting  26 
twelve  and  10  fix  pounders  ;  her 
complement  confiding  of  230 
men. 

The  adtion  between  the  Crefcent 
and  Brill,  a  frigate  of  the  fame 
rate  as  the  Cador,  mounting  26 
twelve,  2  fix,  and  8  four  pound¬ 
ers,  continued  fome  minutes  long¬ 
er  ;  when  an  unlucky  foot  carrying 
away  the  main  and  mizen  mads 
cf  the  Crefcent,  and  the  wreck 
falling  within  board,  whereby  her 
guns  were  rendered  ufelefs  and  the 
fhip  ungovernable,  Capt.  Paken- 
ham  was  reduced  to  the  difagree- 
able  necedity  of  driking  the  king’s 
colours.  Seeing  her  fituation,  we, 
with  great  difficulty  got  our  ffiip’s 
head  towards  her,  and  by  that 
means  prevented  the  enemy  tak¬ 
ing  podeffion  of  her,  who  made 
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off  in  the  bed  manner  they  could. 
Had  our  difabled  date  been  fuch 
as  to  have  permitted  us  to  have 
purfued,  the  bad  condition  of  the 
Crefcent  and  Cador  (both  of 
which  fhips  made  between  four 
and  five  feet  water  an  hour)  wouid 
have  rendered  fuch  a  dep  unjulU- 
fiable. 

The  deady  and  refolute  beha¬ 
viour  of  my  officers  and  crew  on 
this  occafion,  merits  my  warmed 
praife  and  admiration  ;  and  I  hope 
will  recommend  them  to  their  lord- 
ffiips  favour. 

It  would  be  doing  injudice  to 
the  merit  of  Captain  Pakenham, 
his  officers,  and  {hip’s  company, 
if  I  concluded  my  letter  without 
acknowledging  they  did  as  much 
as  men  could  do  to  fupport  the 
dignity  of  the  Britifh  flag,  till  that 
unfortunate  accident,  which  depriv¬ 
ed  them  of  every  means  of  refid- 
ance,  and  the  fuccefs  that  would 
otherwife  have  attended.  The 
Brill  uiud  have  received  con- 
fiderable  damage  from  the  Cre¬ 
fcent  ;  her  main-mad  was  feen  to 
go  by  the  board  early  in  the  after¬ 
noon. 

I  beg  you  will  acquaint  their 
lordffiips,  that  I  took  upon  me  to 
recommiffion  his  majedy’s  fhip  the 
Crefcent,  and  appointed  my  firft 
lieutenant,  Mr.  John  Bligh,  to 
the  command  of  her  ;  reinftating 
the  red  of  the  officers  ;  and  that 
Lieutenant  Ellery,  fecond  lieut. 
of  the  faid  fhip,  having  fince  died 
of  the  wounds  he  received  in  ac¬ 
tion,  I  have  appointed  Mr.  Peter 
Creed,  Mader  of  the  Flora,  whom 
I  drongly  recommended  to  their 
lordffiips  for  promotion,  after  the 
ad- on  with  the  Nymph,  to  iuc- 
ceed  him  ;  which  deps  I  hope 
their  lordffiips  will  approve,  l'n, 

my 
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my  own  flilp  I  have  appointed  Mr. 
John  Evans  to  ail  as  third  lieu¬ 
tenant,  a  young  man  who  has 
feived  his  time  in  the  navy,  and 
who  is  very  deferving  of  promo¬ 
tion. 


The  following  is  an  account  of 
the  killed  and  wounded  on  board 
his  maje  fly’s  frigates  Flora  and 
-Crefcent,  and  the  Dutch  frigate 
C  alter. 


F  lo  ra 


q  killed. 


wounded. 


v  §20  killed, 

Crefcent  <  ,  j  , 

l  07  wounded. 

fj,  n  |  22  killed, 

Caflor  <  3  j 

l  4,1  wounded. 

I  am  lorry  to  add  to  this  letter 


a  c  1  ream  fiance  which  gives  me  in¬ 
finite  concern. 

As  foon  as  the  damages  of  the 
three  ihips  were  repaired  in  the 
belt  manner  we  were  able,  which 
employed  us  Eve  days,  we  pro¬ 


ceeded  on  our  p adage  without 
interruption,  till  the  19th  inffc. 
when,  early  in  the  morning,  in 
lat.  47.  N.  long.  6.  30.  W.  being 
in  chace  of  a  privateer  brig,  which 
had  dogged  us  all  night,  and  part 
of  the  preceding  day,  I  difeover- 
cd,  upon  the  clearing  away  of  a 
fquall,  two  flips  to  windward, 
edging  towards  me  ;  upon  which 
I  veered  flip,  and  returned  to  the 
Crefcent  and  Caflor,  flattering 
my ie If  the  appearance  of  our  force 
united  would  check  the  ardour 
of  their  purfuit  :  but  in  this  I 
was  mi  flake  n  ;  they  fli-il  continued 
the  chace,  encouraged,  I  have  no 


doubt,  by  the  disabled  appearance 
of  my  contorts ,  and  gamed  upon 
us  very  fad.  Confcious  of  cur 
ahfoal  want  of  firength,  I  did  not 
think  it  advifeabie  to  hazard  .an 


action,  and  my  officers  were  un» 
aaimo.il/  of  the  fame  opinion. 


Each  fliip  therefore  fhaped  a  differ¬ 
ent  courfe,  and  about  one  o’clock 
P.  M.  I  had  the  mortification  to 
fee  the  Caiior  retaken  by  one  of 
the  frigates,  which  fired  a  gun, 
and  hoiked  French  colours,  though 
till  that  moment  they  had  chafed 
under  Englifh.  The  other  frigate, 
not  being  able  to  come  up  with 
the  Flora,  bore  awa y  about  three 
o’clock,  after  the  Crefcent,  and,  as 
tjie  night  was  clear,  I  am  appre- 
henfive  fhe  fared  the  fame  fate  as 
the  Caflor. 

When  their  lordfhips  reflect  how 
reduced  the  complement  of  his 
majefty’s  ihips  were  by  the  lofs 
of  the  killed  and  wounded,  and 
from  the  number  of  men  fent  on 
board  the  prize,  viz.  38  from  the 
Flora,  and  nearly  the  fame  num¬ 
ber  from  the  Crefcent,  (which 
men  were  conflantly  employed  at 
the  pumps  to  keep  the  fliip  free) 
I  flatter  myfeif  they  Will  acquit 
me  of  having  abted  improperly  on 
this  occafion. 

N.  B.  The  Flora  had  36  guns, 
and  270  men  ;  the  Crefcent  28 
guns,  and  200  men. 

Admiralty  Office,  Sept.  18,  1781. 
Extra#  of  a  Letter  from  Captain 
Curtis  to  Mr.  Stephens,  dated 
Brilliant,  Gibraltar,  Auguji  7, 
1781. 

IB  E  G  you  will  be  pleafed  to  ac¬ 
quaint  my  lords  commiflioners, 
that  his  majefty’s  (loop  Helena  ar¬ 
rived  here  this  morning. 

Her  approach  was  difeovered  by 
the  enemy  and  us  at  the  fame  time, 
about  five  o’clock.  She  was  in  the 
Gur,  to  the  fouth ward  of  Cabarita 
Joint,  and  nearly  a  third  of  the 
way  over  from  it  towards  Europa. 
It  was  perfectly  calm,  and  the 

Helena 
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Helena  was  rowing  for  the  Rock. 
I  immediately  took  the  Repulie 
and  Vanguard  gun  -  boats,  with 
all  the  boats  of  the  fhips,  and 
went  for  her  as  expeditioufly  as 
poffible.  Fourteen  gun  -  boats  of 
the  enemy,  carrying  each  one  26 
pounder  in  the  bow,  moved  alfo 
from  Algeziras,  accompanied  by 
feveral  launches.  Thefe  boats  got 
on  faker  than  I  could  proceed 
with  the  Repulie  and  Vanguard, 
and  before  eight  o’clock  thofe  of 
them  the  mod  advanced  com¬ 
menced  their  fire  upon  the  Hele¬ 
na,  being  then  within  half  gun- 
ihot.  She  returned  it  with  great 
deliberation  and  effedl,  but  ftill 
continuing  to  ufe  her  oars.  The 
greater  part  of  the  gun-boats  were 
foon  dole  to  her,  and,  the  clouds 
of  grape  and  other  (hot,  that  feem- 
ed  almoft  to  bury  her,  were  really 
aflonilhing.  However,  fhe  did  not, 
without  fome  aid,  bear  long  this 
very  unequal  cor^bat.  The  Re- 
pulfe  and  Vanguard  began  a  well- 
directed  fire  upon  the  enemy, 
being  fo  placed  as  was  deemed 
the  moil  efficacious  to  cover  the 
Helena,  and  to  annoy  them.  The 
commencement  of  the  fea- breeze 
having  got  to  the  Helena,  fhe 
foon  reached  us,  the  enemy  ftill 
perfevering  in  their  attempt  upon 
her  ;  fome  of  them  firing  at  her 
broadfide,  and  others  keeping  a- 
ftern,  raking  her.  However,  the 
fteadinefs  and  bravery  exhibited  on 
board  the  Helena,  and  the  well- 
applied  grape  from  the  Repulfe 
and  Vanguard,  very  foon  made  fe¬ 
veral  of  them  retire  ;  and  they  all 
fled  by  ten  o’clock,  allowing  us 
to  tow  the  Helena  into  the  Mole 


w'ithout  farther  moleltation.  A 
xebeck,  mounting  between  twenty 
and  thirty  guns,  which  was  lying 
near  to  Cabarita  Point,  ,got  under 
way  when  the  breeze  came,  and 
advanced  to  join  the  gun-boats  ; 
but,  upon  feeing  them  retire,  lhe 
Retired  alfo. 

The  malls,  fails,  rigging,  and 
furniture  of  the  Helena  are  cut  all 
to  pieces,  and  the  hull  a  good  deal 
damaged  ;  but  it  is  wonderful,  as 
it  is  fortunate,  the  boatfwain  was 
the  only  man  who  was  killed  on. 
board  her. 

The  bravery,  the  coolnefs,  and 
the  judicious  condudl  of  Captain ' 
Roberts*,  do  him  infinite  honour : 
his  officers  and  men  deferve  the 
highefl  commendation. 

An  Account  of  the  A  Si  ion  betnvtxt 
the  Savage  Sloop  of  War  of  16 
Guns ,  Capt.  Stirling,  and  the 
Congrefs,  an  American  Frigate 
of  20  Guns ,  Capt.  Geddis  ;  from 
a  Letter  of  Capt.  Stirling’^  to 
Rear-Admiral  Graves. 

Lancafcr ,  Sept.  23,  1781* 

SIR, 

JT  is  with  the  moll  poignant 
grief  I  acquaint  your  excellen¬ 
cy  of  the  capture  of  his  majefty’s 
floop  Savage,  late  under  my  com¬ 
mand,  the  particulars  of  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  tr.anfmit.— 
Early  in  the  morning  of  the  6th 
in  ft.  10  leagues  eaft  of  Charles 
Town,  we  efpied  a  ffiip  bearing 
down  on  us,  who,  when  about 
four  miles  diftant,  hauled  her  wind 
to  the  eaftward,  fhe  wing,  by  her 
appearance,  fhe  was  an  Ame¬ 
rican  cruizer  ;  her  force  could. 


*  Captain  Roberts  was  firft  Lieutenant  of  the  Quebeck  with  Capt.  Farmer, 
when  lhe  was  burnt  in  the  adlion  with  the  Surveillant. 


not 
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not  be  fo  eafily  diflmgmfhed :  I 
therefore  gave  way  to  the  pleafmg 
idea  that  fhe  was  a  privateer,  car¬ 
rying  20  nine-pounders,  whom  I 
bad  intelligence  was  cruizing  off 
here,  and  indantly  refolved  either 
to  bring  her  to  adion,  or  oblige 
her  to  quit  the  coaft  ;  for  which 
purpofe  we  gave  chace,  but  were 
prevented  continuing  it  long,  by 
her  edging  down,  feemingly  deter¬ 
mined  to  engage  us.  Confcious  of 
her  fuperiority  in  failing  and  force, 
this  manoeuvre  coincided  With  my 
wifhes.  I  caufed  the  Savage  to  lay 
by,  till  we  perceived,  on  her  nearer 
approach,  ihe  was  far  fuperior  to 
what  vve  imagined,  and  that  it  was 
neceflary  to  attempt  making  our 
efcape,  without  fome  fortunate  fhot, 
in  the  courfe  of  a  running  fight 
(which  we  faw  inevitable,)  admitted 
our  taking  advantages,  and  bring¬ 
ing  on  a  more  equal  conflict.  At 
half  pad  ten  (he  began  firing  her 
bow' chafers,  and  at  eleven,  being 
clofe  on  our  quarter,  the  adion 
commenced  with  mufquetry,  which, 
after  a  good  deal  of  execution, 
was  followed  by  a  heavy  cannon¬ 
ade  on  both  fides.  In  an  hour’s 
time  I  had  the  mortification  to  fee 
our  braces  and  bowlings  fhot  away, 
and  not  a  rope  left  to  trim  the 
fail  with,  rsotwithfiranding  every 
precaution  had  been  taken  :  how¬ 
ever,  our  fire  was  fo  conilant  and 
well-direded,  that  the  enemy  did 
not  fee  our  fituation,  but  kept 
along  fide  of  us,  till  accident 
obliged  him  to  drop  a  Hern.  The 
Savage  was  now  almoft  a  wreck  ; 
her  fails,  rigging,  and  yards,  fo 
much  cut,  that  it  was  with  the 
nt moll  difficulty  we  could  alter  our 
pofition  time  enough  to  avoid  being 
raked,  the  enemy  lying  dirediy 


athwart  our  dern  for  fome  minutes. 
This  was  the  only  intermiffion  of 
great  guns,  but  mufquetry  and  pif- 
tols  dill  did  execution,  and  conti¬ 
nued  till  they  opened  again,  which 
was  not  till  both  fhips  were  ai¬ 
med  on  board  each  other,  when 
the  battle  became  more  furious 
than  before.  Our  quarter-deck 
and  forecadle  were  foon  now  nearly 
cleared,  fcarce  a  man  belonging 
to  either  not  being  killed  or 
wounded,  with  three  guns  on  our 
main  deck  rendered  ufelefs.  In 
this  fituation,  we  fought  near  an 
hour,  with  only  five  fix- pounders, 
the  fire  from  each  (hip’s  guns 
fcorching  the  men  who  oppofed 
them,  fhot  and  other  implements 
of  war  thrown  by  hand  doing  ex¬ 
ecution  ;  when  our  mizen-mad 
being  fhot  away  by  the  board ; 
our  main-mad  tottering,  wdth  only 
three  (hrouds  danding  ;  the  fh Ip 
on  fire  dangeroufly  ;  only  40  men 
on  duty  to  oppofe  the  foe,  who 
was  attempting  to  board  us  in 
three  places  ;  no  fuccour  in  fight, 
or  pofiibility  of  making  further 
refidance  ;  I  was  neceffitated,  at 
a  quarter  before  three,  P.  M.  to 
furrender  to  the  Congrefs,  a  pri¬ 
vate  fhip  of  war,  belonging  to 
Philadelphia,  who  carried  215 
men,  and  mounted  20  twelve- 
pounders  on  her  main-deck,  and 
four  fixes  above,  fourteen  of  which 
were  fought  on  one  fide.  She 
lod  during  the  adion  eleven  men, 
and  had  near  thirty  wounded, 
feveral  of  them  mortally  ;  her 
mails,  her  fails,  and  rigging,  were 
fo  much  damaged,  that  die  was 
obliged  to  return  to  port,  which 
partly  anfvvered  my  wifhes  prior 
to  the  adion,  as  great  part  of  the 
Carolina  Trade  was  daily  expeded 
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on  the  coaft,  and  this  privateer  we 
faw  failed  remarkably  fait.  Three 
days  were  employed  putting  her 
in  a  condition  to  make  fail,  and 
five  for  the  Savage,  who  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  Blattered.  Indeed  it  is 
artonifhing  more  damage  was  not 
done,  as  the  weather  was  fine, 
the  water  remarkably  fmooth,  and 
the  fliips  never  thirty  yards  afun- 
der. 

The  courage,  intrepidity,  and 
good  behaviour  of  the  officers  and 
{hip’s  company  I  had  the  honour 
to  command,  deferve  the  higheft 
commendations,  and  my  vvarmeil 
thanks. 

Lieutenant  Shiels  diftinguiftied 
himfelf  by  his  gallantry,  activity, 
and  attention  ;  as  did  Mr.  Gyam 
the  gunner.  Mr.  Wightman,  the 
mailer,  fell  early  in  the  aftion,  by 
which  I  loft  the  afiiftance  of  a 
good  officer.  The  inferior  offi¬ 
cers  behaved  well  in  their  refpec- 
tive  ftations ;  and  the  men  fought 
with  a  cool,  determined  valour, 
that  will  ever  redound  to  their 
credit.  I  cannot  conclude  without 
obferving,  that  Captain  Geddis 
and  the  officers  of  the  Congrefs, 
after  fighting  us  bravely,  treated 
us  when  prifoners  with  great  hu¬ 
manity.  Inclofed  is  a  return  of 
the  killed  and  wounded.  I  have 
the  honour  to  be.  See.  & c. 

ChaPvI.es  Stirling. 
His  Excellency  Rear-  Adm.  Graves. 

A  lift  of  the  ofticers  and  men  killed 
and  voounded  on  board  his  tnajefty' s 
ftoop  Savage,  Sept.  6,  17S1. 
filled,  mafter  and  7  feamen : 
wounded,  captain,  lieutenant, 
3  midlhipmen,  21  feamen:  to- 
tal  34. 

Charles  Stirling. 


Ext  raft*  cf  a  Letter  from  Vice  Admi¬ 
ral  Arbuthnot ,  to  Mr.  Stephens, 
dated  Bedford,  off  Sandy  Hook, 
July  4,  1781. 

I  HAD  the  honour  to  mention, 
in  my  letter  of  this  date,  my 
intention  of  reporting  fome  parti¬ 
cular  circumftances  refpe&ing  the 
capture  of  the  Atalanta  ;  they  are 
communicated  in  the  incloied  pa¬ 
per. 

The  Atalanta,  with  a  gallantry 
that  does  her  captain  the  higheft 
honour,  maintained  the  a<ftion 
fome  time  after  the  Trepaffey 
ft  ruck,  until  fhe  was  a  wreck,  ia 
which  ft  ate  fhe  was  carried  to  Ha¬ 
lifax. 

The  behaviour  of  Lieutenant 
Samuel  Arden,  of  the  Atalanta, 
was  brilliant  beyond  expreflion  :  he 
loft  his  right  arm  in  the  fight,  and, 
the  inftant  it  was  dreft,  refumed 
his  ftation  on  deck,  where  he  .re¬ 
mained  until  ihe  ftruck,  notwith- 
ftanding  his  weaknefs  and  iols  of 
blood. 

I  doubt  not,  thefe  matters  will 
be  thought  entitled  to  their  lojcL 
ftiips  confide  ration. 

1 

Report  oft  Mr.  Philip  Windsor,  late 
Mafter  oft  his  Majefty' s  Sloop  tbs 
Trepaffey,  in  Halifax  Harbour , 
June  II,  1781,  vise. 

ON  Sunday  the  2.7th  of  May, 
1781,  being  on  a  cruize  with  the 
Atalanta  Hoop,  by  order  from  the 
commanding  officer  at  St.  John's, 
Newfoundland,  in  lat.  41.  long. 
61.  W.  faw  a  fail  at  three  P.  M. 
S.  E.  diftant  4  leagues;  we  bore 
up,  and  came  within  one  league  ; 
finding  her  a  large  Blip,  fuppofed 
her  a  two  decker,  and  night  com- 
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ing  on  we  hauled  our  wind,  and 
failed  in  fight  of  her  all  night. 
About  twelve  at  noon  the  next 
day,  it  being  aimed  calm,  and 
the  It  range  fhip  about  half  a  mile 
to  leeward,  ihe  hoided  Re  be'  co¬ 
lours,  and  gave  the  Atalanta  and 
us  a  broadfide,  we  being  then,  very 
nigh  to  each  other  ;  we  then  bore 
up  clofe  alongfide  of  her,  the  Ata¬ 
lanta  on  the  darboard,  and  the 
Trepafiey  on  the  larboard  quarter, 
and  began  to  engage.  About 
an  hour  after  the  a&ion  began, 

*  Captain  Smith,  of  the  Tre¬ 
pafiey,  was  killed  ;  upon  which  I 
fient  to  Lieutenant  King  to  ac¬ 
quaint  him  thereof,  in  order  to 
his  refuming  the  command,  and 
engaged  the  enemy  in  the  fame 
pofnicn  for  two  hours  and  an  half 
longer,  and  at  lad  ftruck  the  co¬ 
lours,  in  obedience  to  the  orders 
he  fent  me  by  Mr.  Samuel  Pitts, 
a  midfhipman  of,  the  ihip  :  we  lod 
five  feamen  killed  and  ten  wound¬ 
ed  in  the  adiop,  which  ended  at 
half  pad  three  P.  M.  The  Ata¬ 
lanta  continued  to  engage  Come 
time,  and  then  druck  alio. 

The  rebel  frigate  proved  to  be 
the  Alliance. 

Captain  Edwards  of  the  Atalan¬ 
ta,  and  his  lieutenant,  and  alfo 
Lieutenant  fling  of  the  Trepafiey, 
are  carried  away  as  prifoners,  and 
myfelf  was  left  in  charge  of  the 
two  diips  companies  put  on  board 
of  the  Trepafiey  by  Mr.  Berry, 
Captain  of  the  Alliance,  who  for 
that  purpofe  difabled  and  turned 
the  Trepafiey  into  a  cartel  brig; 
and  have  brought  her  in  here. 


with  diredlions  to  fend  the  cartel  to 
Bodon,  as  Rebel  property. 

Being  thus  left  in  charge  of  thefe 
people,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  ac¬ 
quaint  you  thereof,  as  command¬ 
ing  officer,  requeding  to  be  dif- 
pofed  of  in  fuch  manner  as  you 
fhall  dired  ;  and  being  ready  to 
anfvver  to  any  court  -  martial  for 
my  ihare  and  proportion  in  the 
defence  and  lofs  of  his  majedy5s 
faid  Hoop. 

(Signed) 

Philip  Windsor,  Mader 
of  the  Trepaffey. 

N.  B.  The  Atalanta  floop  had 
16  guns  and  125  men:  the  Tre¬ 
pafiey  floop  14  guns  and  80  men. 


ExtraSi  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Geo. 
Germain,  to  the  CommiJJioners  ap~ 
pointed  to  rejiore  Peace  to  Ameri¬ 
ca,  dated  Whitehall,  March  7, 
1781*. 

HAVE  received  your  dif- 
patches  of  the  2d  of  January, 
together  with  the  letter  from  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  of  the  2id  of  the 
fame  month,  and  have  had  the 
honour  to  lay  them  before  his  ma- 
jedy.  The  proclamation  of  29th 
December,  which  came  inclofed 
with  your  difpatches,  will,  I  hope, 
produce  thofe  good  effects  which 
you  exped  from  it,  and  which,  by 
its  being  fo  well-timed,  gives 
every  reafon  to  hope  for.  It  will 
be  a  great  fatisfadiori  to  me  to 
prefen t  the  king  with  an  addrefs 
from  any  one  of  the  revolted  pro¬ 
vinces,  begging  your  interceffion 


*  This  letter,  and  the  one  following,  were  taken  by  the  French  in  the 
packet  for  North  America,  and  were  afterwards  publifhed  in  the  Amfterdam 
Gazette,. 


for 
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for  pardon,  and  its  being  reftored 
to  the  privilege  of  Britifh  fub- 
jedts.  The  narrow  limits  within 
which  you  have  circumfcribed 
your  exceptions,  and  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  affurances  given  by  you 
of  re-eftablifhing  the  former  con- 
IHtutions,  were,  I  doubt  not,  very 
judicious,  necdTary,  and  conve¬ 
nient  :  but  as  there  are  many 
things  in  the  conflitution  of  fome 
of  thofe  colonies,  and  indeed  in 
all  of  them,  in  which  the  people 
wifhed  to  fee  fome  alterations  ; 
and  there  being  others,  which  it 
is  the  common  mtereft  of  both 
countries  to  change,  you  rnuft  be 
very  careful  left  either  your  ac¬ 
tions  or  proclamations  fhould 
preclude  a  thorough  invefligation 
of  thofe  obje&s,  or  prevent  the 
poffibility  of  introducing,  in  their 
conllitution,  fuch  alterations  as 
the  people  may  chufe  to  grant  or 
folicit.” 


Extrad  of  a  Letter  fro?n  William 
Knox,  Efq',  Secretary  to  Lord 
Geo.  Germain,  to  James  Simp- 
fon,  Efq-  dated  Whitehall, 
March  7,  17S1. 

“  JLJ  OPE  you  will  be  as  good 
A as  your  word,  and  write 
to  me  as  foon  as  you  can  reach 
New  -  York.  When  I  confidcr, 
from  the  deplorable  condition  of 
the  rebellious  forces,  and  our 
great  fuperiority,  that  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  revolted  provinces 
will  probably  folicit  for  a  nego- 
ciation,  and  perhaps  fuch  a  re- 
queft  may  come  from  Congrefs  it- 
felf,  I  wifh  you  to  be  prelent  ; 
for  .  knowing  your  perfed  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  the  difpofitions 
of  the  inhabitants  to  republican 
principles,  and  their  utter  aver- 


fion  to  monarchy,  it  may  be  i* 
your  power  to  prevent  the  commif- 
iioners  making  any  concefiion  that 
may  tend  to  keep  up  thofe  princi¬ 
ples  amongft  the  inhabitants,  and 
to  fee  that  no  alteration  be  made 
in  their  conifitutions,  as  it  is  in¬ 
tended  to  eftablifh  amongft  them 
diftinftions  of  rank,  and  new  mo¬ 
del  their  government,  by  that  of 
Great  Britain.  This  method  would 
certainly  be  more  advantageous  to 
the  people,  as  it  would  bind  them 
more  firmly  to  this  country,  and 
be  the  means  of  preventing  cala¬ 
mities  fimilar  to  thofe  they  now 
experience.” 


Copy  of  a  Letter  written  by  Mr, 
Meyrick  to  General  Arnold. 

^"T”^  H  E  following  copy  of  a  let— 
1  ter,  written  by  Mr.  Mey¬ 
rick,  one  of  the  army  agents  in 
London,  to  General  Arnold,  was 
found  in  the  packet,  which  was 
intercepted  in  its  paffage  to  New- 
York  : — 

P arli ament  -fireet ,  30 th  fan,  1 7  3 1  „ 

"  S  I  R, 

“  I  have  received  the  honour 
of  your  different  letters,  inclofing 
bills  of  exchange  upon  Harley  and 
Drummond,  (bankers  to  the  court) 
to  the  amount  of  5,000!.  fterling, 
of  the  receipt  of  which  I  regu¬ 
larly  gave  you  notice.  On  the 
day  they  were  paid,  I  placed  the 
fuin  in  the  funds  in  compliance 
with  your  intimation  ;  and  as  the 
time  was  extremely  favourable,  I 
flatter  myfelf  with  the  pleafure 
of  meeting  your  approbation,  and 
that  you  will  be  pleafed  with  the 
manner  in  which  1  have  difpoied. 
of  it* 


As 


s 
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As  it  is  probable  that  fome  or¬ 
ders  may  arrive  from  you,  direct¬ 
ing  the  difpofa!  of  your  money  in 
fome  different  way  from  that  in 
which  I  have  employed  it,  I 
thought  it  belt  not  to  fhut  up  en¬ 
tirely,  as  a  long  time  might  elapfe 
before  I  received  from  you  the  ne- 
ceffary  powers  for  transferring  the 
capital,  in  cafe  I  had  purchafed 
the  dock  in  your  name ;  mean 
while  the  dividends  could  not  have 
been  received  for  your  ufe.-— The 
method  I  have  adopted  is  common¬ 
ly  pradifed  in  fimilar  cafes,  and  I 
can  immediately  alter  it  in  what¬ 
ever  manner  you  think  proper,  as 
foon  as  you  will  do  me  the  honour 
to  give  me  notice  of  your  fenti- 
ments  by  a  letter.  The  account 
is  as  follows  : 

Bought  by  Meflrs.  Samuel  and 
William  Scholey,  Stock-Brokers, 
for  Major-General  Arnold,  7,000  k 
derling  in  the  new  annuities,  at 
72 J  per  cent,  in  the  manner  fol¬ 
lowing  : 

Under  the  name  of 
Major-Gen.  Bene- 
did  Arnold,  look 
derling  dock,  at 
72J  per  cent,  in 
the  new  confolidated 
annuities,  at  4.  per 
cent,  and  6,900  k 
derling  in  the  fame 
fund,  under  the 
name  of  James 
Meyrick,  Efq;  4,987  IO  o 

Comrrhflion  to  the 

Brokers  8  15  o 

Letter  of  attorney  for 
receiving  the  divi¬ 
dends  o  16 


£'  4>996  6  6 


There  then  remains  of  the 
5,000k  three  pounds  thirteen  {Kil¬ 
lings  and  fix-pence. 

Thus  by  this  method,  if  I  re¬ 
ceive  any  indrudions  from  you  for 
employing  your  money  in  a  differ¬ 
ent  manner,  I  can  fell  out  the 
6,900  k  and  difpofe  of  your  mo¬ 
ney  agreeable  to  your  diredions 
before  this  letter  reaches  you  ;  and 
if  it  is  your  wifh  that  it  fhould  re¬ 
main  in  the  funds,  it  can  be  plac¬ 
ed  under  your  name,  by  my  tranf- 
ferring  the  6,900  k  and  joining  it 
to  your  look  The  reafon  of  my 
purchafing  the  latter  fum  in  your 
name  was,  that  you  might  have 
an  account  open.  The  letter  of 
attorney,  here  enclofed,  enables 
me  alfo  to  receive  the  dividends 
for  the  whole  7,000k  after  I  have 
transferred,  if  it  is  your  wifh  that 
I  dicuid  do  it.  I  hope  that  1  have 
now  explained  every  thing  fuf- 
ficiendy,  and  I  can  aifure  you,  I 
have  aded  with  greater  care  in 
this  tranfadion  than  if  it  had  been 
for  myfelf. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir, 

Your  mod  obedient 

and  mod  humble  fervant, 

James  Meyrick..” 

I 


^  'I  ^  H  E  following  letter  from 
j[  his  Excellency  Gen.  Wafh- 
ington  was  intercepted  with  many 
others,  and  publifhed  in  the  New* 
York  Gazette  for  April  4th,  1781. 

General  Wafhifigton,  on  Public 
Service  ; 

To  the  Honourable  Benjamin  Har* 
rifon,  -E/y;  Speaker  of  the  Houfe 
of  Delegates ,  Richmond,  Virgi¬ 
nia. 


Head 
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Head  Quarters,  New  Wind  for , 
March  27,  1781. 

Dear  Sir, 

On  my  return  from  Newport, 

I  found  your  favour  of  the  s 6th 
of  February,  with  its  inclofures, 
at  Head  Quarters.  I  exceed¬ 
ingly  regret  that  I  could  not 
have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  you, 
not  only  from  perfonal  motives, 
but  becaufe  I  could  have  entered 
upon  the  fubjedl  of  your  million, 
in  a  much  more  free  and  full  man¬ 
ner  than  is  proper  to  be  committed 
to  paper. 

I  very  early  faw  the  difficulties 
and  dangers  to  which  the  fouthern 
Rates  would  be  expofed  for  re¬ 
sources  of  cloathing,  arms,  and 
ammunition,  and  recommended 
magazines  to  be  eftablifned,  as 
ample  as  their  circumftances  would 
admit.  It  is  true,  they  are  not  fo 
full  of  men  as  the  northern  hates  ; 
but  they  ought  for  that  reafon  to 
have  been  more  affiduous  in  rail¬ 
ing  a  permanent  force,  to  have 
been  always  ready,  becaufe  they 
cannot  draw  a  head  of  men  toge¬ 
ther,  as  fuddenly  as  their  exigen¬ 
cies  may  require.  That  policy 
has  unhappily  not  been  purfued 
either  here  or  there,  and  we  are 
now  fuffiering  from  the  remnant  of 
a  Britilh  army  what  they  could 
not,  in  the  beginning,  accomplilh 
with  their  forces  at  the  higheft. 
As  your  requifitions  go  to  men, 
arms,  ammunition  and  cloathing; 

I  fhall  give  you  a  fhort  detail  of 
our  fituation  aud  prolpeds,  as  to 
the  firft,  and  of  our  lupplies  and 
expeditions  as  to  the  three  laft. 

Men.  By  the  expiration  of  the 
times  of  fervice  of  the  old  troops, 
by  the  difeharge  of  the  levies  en¬ 
gaged  for  the  campaign  only— -and 
Vql>  XXl V, 
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by  the  unfortunate  diftblution  of 
the  Pennfylvanian  line,  I  was  left, 
previous  to  the  march  of  the  de¬ 
tachment  under  the  command  of 
the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  with 
a  garrifon  barely  fufficient  for  the 
fecurity  of  Weft  Point — and  two 
regiments  in  jerfev  to  fupport  the 
communication  between  the  Dela¬ 
ware  and  North  River.  The  York 
troops  I  had  been  obliged  to  fend 
up  for  the  fecurity  of  the  frontiers 
of  that  llate.  Weak  however  as 
we  were,  I  determined  to  attempt 
the  diftodgment  of  Arnold  in  con- 
jundion  with  the  French  fleet  and 
army,  and  made  the  detachment 
to  which  I  have  alluded. 

In  my  late  tour  to  the  eaftward, 
I  found  the  accounts  I  had  re¬ 
ceived  cf  the  progrefs  of  recruiting 
in  thofe  ftates,  had  been  much  ex- 
aggerated— and  I  fear  we  fhall,  in 
the  end,  be  obliged  again  to  take 
a  great  proportion  of  their  quotas 
in  levies  for  the  campaign,  in- 
ftead  of  foldiers  for  three  years,  or 
for  the  war.  The  regiments  of 
New- York  having  been  reduced 
to  two,  they  have  but  few  men  to 
raife.  Jerfey  depends  upon  vo¬ 
luntary  eniiftments  upon  a  con- 
traded  bounty,  and  I  cannot 
therefore  promife  myfelf  much 
fuccefs  from  the  mode.  The 
Penufylvania  line  you  know  is  or¬ 
dered  to  compofe  part  of  the 
fouthern  army.  General  V/ayne 
is  fo  fanguine  as  -to  fuppefe  he 
will  foon  he  able  to  move  on  with 
1000  or  1200  men,  but  I  fancy  he 
rather  over-rates  the  matter. 

You  will  readily  perceive,  from 
the  foregoing  ftate,  that  there  is 
little  probability  of  adding  to  the 
force  already  ordered  to  the  fouth- 
v/ard.  For  fhould  the  battalions 
from  New  Hampftiire  to  New- 
[AJ  Jerky 
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Jerfey  inclufive  be  compleated  (a 
thing  not  to  be  eXpe&ed)  we 
ihall,  after  the  necellary  detach¬ 
ments  for  the  frontiers  and  other 
urpofes  are  made,  have  an  army 
arely  fufficient  to  keep  the  enemy 
in  check  in  New- York.  Except 
this  is  done,  they  will  have  no¬ 
thing  to  hinder  them  from  throw¬ 
ing  further  reinforcements  to  the 
fouthward ;  and  to  be  obliged  to 
follow  by  land  every  detachment 
of  their  army,  which  they  always 
make  by  lea,  will  only  end  in  a 
fruitlefs  diffipation  of  what  may 
now  be  called  the  northern  army. 
You  may  be  affured  that  the  moll 
powerful  diverfion  that  can  be 
made  in  favour  of  the  fouthern 
Hates,  will  be  a  refpectable  force 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  New- 
York.  I  have  hitherto  been  fpeak- 
ing  of  our  own  refources.  Should 
a  reinforcement  arrive  to  the  French 
fleet  and  army,  the  face  of  matters 
may  be  entirely  changed. 

Ar?ns .  I  do  not  find  that  we 
can,  at  any  rate,  have  more  than 
2000  Hand  of  arms  to  fpare,  per¬ 
haps  not  fo  many  ;  for  fhould  the 
battalions  which  are  to  compofe 
this  army  be  compleat,  or  nearly 
fo,  they  will  take  all  that  are  in 
repair  or  repairable.  The  2000 
Hand  came  in  the  Alliance  from 
France,  and  I  kept  them  apart  for 
an  exigency. 

A?nmunitton.  Our  Hock  of  am¬ 
munition,  though  competent  to 
the  defenlive,  is,  by  a  late  elii- 
mate  of  the  commanding  officer  of 
artillery,  vaHly  fhqrt  of  an  cffen- 
flve  operation  of  any  confequence. 
Should  circumHances  put  it  in  our 
power  to  attempt  fuch  an  one,  we 
muft  depend  upon  the  private  mag¬ 
azines  of  the  Hates,  and  upon  our 
allies, —On  the  contrary,  fhould 


the  defenfive  plan  be  determined 
upon,  what  ammunition  can  be 
fpared  will  be  undoubtedly  fent 
to  the  fouthward. 

Cloathing .  Of  cloathing  we  ar® 
in  a  manner  exhauHed.  We  have 
not  enough  for  the  few  recruits 
which  may  be  expedled,  and  ex¬ 
cept  that  which  has  been  fo  long 
looked  for  and  talked  of  from 
France  fhould  arrive,  the  troops 
muffi  next  winter  go  naked,  un- 
lefs  their  Hates  can  fupply  them. 

From  the  foregoing  reprefen  ta~ 
tion,  you  will  perceive  that  the 
proportion  of  the  continental  army, 
already  allotted  to  fouthern  fer- 
vice,  is  as  much  as,  from  prefent 
appearances,  can  be  fpared  for 
that  purpofe,  and  that  a  fupply  of 
arms,  ammunition,  or  cloathing 
of  any  confequence  muH  depend, 
in  a  great  meafure,  upon  future 
purchafes  or  importation. 

Nothing  which  is  within  the 
compafs  of  my  power  fliall  be 
wanting  to  give  fupport  to  the 
fouthern  Hates ;  but  you  may  rea¬ 
dily  conceive  how  irkfome  a  thing 
it  muH  be  to  me  to  be  called  upon 
for  affiHance,  when  i  have  not  the 
means  of  affording  it. 

lam,  with  the  greateft  regard. 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  molt  obedient 

and  humble  fervant, 

G.  Washington,. 
Hon,  Benj.  Harr  i/on ,  Ejq; 


H  E  following  letter  from 
jL  M,r.  Adams,  ambaffador 
from  tile  American  Congrefs  at 
AmHerdam,  to  Thomas  Cuffing, 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  Maffa- 
chufets,  was  found  on  board  the 

priz^ 
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prize  Brigantine  Cabot,  and  car¬ 
ried  into  St.  Chridopher’s. 

Amfierdam ,  Dec .  15,  1780. 

Dear  Cushing, 

T  writ  to  you  on  the  2d  indant 
by  way  of  France,  under  cover,  to 
Congrefs  ;  but  our  friend  Heart- 
well,  who  delivered  me  your  dis¬ 
patches,  going  out  by  way  of  St. 
Eudatia,  may  get  this  letter  to  you 
fooner  than  the  other.  Yoti  will 
have  heard  of  the  unfortunate 
Capture  of  poor  Laurens,  with  his 
papers.,  and  the  Britifh  ambaffa- 
dor’s  memorial  to  the  States  Ge¬ 
neral  in  confequence  thereof. 
What  it  may  produce  is  yet  doubt¬ 
ful,  though  the  general  opinion 
here  is,  tnat  it  will  be  nothing 
alarming.  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke  has 
prefented  a  fecond  memorial,  but 
you  may  depend  upon  it  the  dates 
will  not  be  bullied  into  any  thing. 
It  is  thought  that  England  will 
not  at  this  conjuncture  widen  the 
breach  with  the  Republic ;  but, 
even  if  they  Ihould,  it  will  do  us 
no  harm  for  them  to  have  more  ene¬ 
mies  to  contend  with.  A  rafh  dep 
taken  by  them  at  this  time,  when 
atl  the  powers  of  Europe  are  jealous 
of  them,  and  favourably  inclined 
to  American  independence,  may 
prove  their  entire  ruin.  Our  in¬ 
dependence  is  considered  here  as 
cdabl idled.  The  Emprefs  of  Ruf- 
da  has  already,  in  cffett,  taken  a 
decided  part  in  our  favour,  and 
other  European  nations  are  well 
inclined  to  fupport  our  caufe. 

In  this  city  we  have  many  pow¬ 
erful  friendsj  who,  as  well  as  all 
Europe,  difdain  the  pride  of  the 
Britifh  minidry,  which  is  not  lefs 
confpicuous  in  the  memorials  pre- 
i«ni#d  to  their  High  Mightinedes, 


than  it  was  in  the  ajifwer  return¬ 
ed.  to  the  petition  of  Congrefs. 
Pride,  indeed,  feems  to  be  ende- 
mial  to  that  nation  ;  but  I  think 
it  wont  be  long  before  we  fee  its 
downfall. 

1  proted  I  fe£  no  ground  for 
your  gloomy  apprehenfions.  You 
talk  of  the  difficulty  of  recruiting 
the  army,  the  depreciation  of 
Congrefs  notes,  the  complaints  of 
public  creditors,  and  the  Hood  of 
counterfeit  money  among  you, 
&c.  Thefe  doubts  and  fears  are 
really  provoking,  and  the  fource 
of  them  only  in  your  own  irrefo- 
lute  bread.  Can  you  eXpetfl  to 
gain  your  point,  or  accomplifh 
any  thing  great,  without  the  com¬ 
mon  incidents  of  war  ?  Compare 
youffelves  with  other  countries, 
and  fee  their  exertions  for  things 
of  much  lels  moment.  England, 
for  example,  at  the  beginning  of 
this  war,  was  a  hundred  and  thir¬ 
ty  millions  in  debt,  and  yet  the 
Britifh  minidry,  merely  to  gratify 
their  pride,  involved  their  coun¬ 
try  in  an  expence  of  twenty  mil¬ 
lion  5  per  and.  more. 

This  caufes  a  depreciation  of 
their  money,  and  complaints  a- 
mong  their  creditors,  who  have 
quite  as  much  reafon  as  yours, 
mod  of  them  having  already  funk 
forty  per  cent,  of  their  capital. 
Shall  we  then,  who  have  our  all 
at  ,dake,  talk  of  burthen?,  and 
the  perplexitiei  of  a  paper  me¬ 
dium. 

Different  nations  have  different 
modes  of  raidng  money  for  the 
public  expenditure,  which  is  ufiial- 
ly  done  according  to  the  genius  of 
the  people,  and  the  form  of  their 
government.  Mod  of  thofe  in 
Europe  have  occafionally  been 
driven  t©  the  ufe  of  paper  moncv, 
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or  making  public  fecurities  ferve 
the  purpofes  of  a  medium  in  trade  ; 
and  the  Engliih  have  gone  more 
extenlively  into  this  expedient 
than  other  nations  ;  but  I  believe 
none  have  ever  made  ufe  of  it  with 
lefs  inconvenience,  or  given  their 
creditors  lefs  caufe  of  complaint 
than  the  Hates  of  America  have 
done  heretofore.  But  when  almofl 
every  public  department  among 
you  is  filled,  as  I  am  informed; 
with  men  of  rapacious  principles, 
who  facrifice  the  common  weal  to 
their  private  emolument,  who  en¬ 
courage  gambling,  voluptuouf- 
nefs,  and  every  vice,  what  good 
can  be  expected  from  the  wifefl 
inflitutions  ?  I  wilh  thefe  good 
gentlemen,  whom  you  mention, 
would  exert  themfelves  in  their 
feveral  profeffions  to  Hop  thofe 
growing  enormities  which  are  the 
fource  of  all  the  calamities  of  the 
country,  and  which  l'ooner  or  later, 
if  not  Hopt,  mull  end  in  its  de- 
Hruelion. 

Our  money  matters  are  in  a 
good  way,  which  I  writ  to  you 
fully  upon  in  my  laH.  You  mult 
have  patience  till  they  can  be  ac- 
complifhed,  and  in  the  mean  time 
do  the  beH  you  can.  Many  here, 
who  know  the  country,  laugh  at 
your  complaints,  and  fay  that  a 
tew  duties  and  excifes,  judiciouily 
laid  throughout  the  continent, 
would  pay  the  whole  army  ex- 
pences  without  being  felt.  I  ad- 
vife  to  reftraining  the  confumption 
of  foreign  fuperfluities,  and  in¬ 
troducing  fumptuary  laws  ;  though 
it  may  be  policy,  for  the  encou¬ 
ragement  of  foldiers,  to  indulge 
them  in  a  livery  as  fplendid  as 
may  be  convenient. 

I  am  forry  to  fee  you  fo  an- 
t:ous  for  an  accommodation,  and 

S 


wilh  you  had  fhewn  how  it  could 
be  done.  Are  you  aware  of  the 
revolutions  that  will  unavoidably 
take  place?  New  arrangements 
made,  and  the  Hates  new  model¬ 
led,  the  better  to  ferve  the  pur- 
poles  of  defpotifm  ;  the  captors 
of  Britifh  property  obliged  to  dif- 
gorge  ;  a  debt  of  four  millions 
Herling  to  be  paid  the  Britifh  mer¬ 
chants  to  fettle  old  fcores ;  your 
fifhery  reftrained  and  put  under 
new  regulations  ;  forfeited  eHates 
returned  to  their  former  owners  ;  a 
door  opened  for  innumerable  law 
fuits  for  illegal  payments ;  the 
property  of  the  whole  continent 
fet  afloat  ;  and,  after  all,  are  you 
fore  our  great  ally  would  confent 
to  it?  In  truth,  I  can  fee  nothing 
fhort  of  independence  that  can 
fettle  it,  without  the  remedy  being 
more  fatal  than  the  difeafe. 

It  is  true,  I  believe,  what  you 
fuggefl,  that  Lord  North  Ihevved 
a  difpofltion  to  give  up  the  con- 
tall,  but  was  diverted  from  it,  not 
unlikely,  by  the  reprefeniation  of  tht 
A?nericans  in  London,  vsho,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  their  coadjutors  in 
America,  have  been  thorns  to  us  in¬ 
deed  on  both  fdes  the  vuater  ;  but  I 
think  their  career  might  have  been 
fopt  on  your  fide,  if  the  executive 
ojficers  had  not  been  too  timid  in  a 
point  which  I  fo  firenuoufiy  re  com¬ 
mended  at  firfi ,  namely,  to  fine,  im - 
prifon,  and  hang  all  inimical  to  the 
caufe ,  without  favour  or  ajfeClion . 
I  forefaw  the  evil  that  would  arife 
from  that  quarter,  and  wijbed  to 
have  timely  fiopt  it .  I  would  have 
hanged  my  own  brother  if  he  had 
took  a  part  with  our  enemy  in  this 
contefi. 

I  believe  there  never  was  an  in¬ 
fiance  of  fuch  delufion  as  thofe 
people  are  under  to  facrifice  their 

country. 
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country,  their  intereft,  and  their 
bell  connections  to  tide  with  a 
people  who  neither  reward  or  thank 
them  ;  and  1  have  good  authority 
to  fay,  that  a  great  proportion  of 
them  have  nothing  to  live  upon 
but  their  loyalty.  One  would  think 
that  this  alone,  if  it  was  known 
and  believed,  would  be  enough  to 
prevent  others  from  falling  into 
the  fame  fnare.  He  art  well ,  who 
has  been  form  time  incognito  in  Lon¬ 
don  ,  will  give  you  much  ufeful  in¬ 
formation  ;  he  will  tell  you  the  talk 
we  have  had  about  a  itipend  for 


- ,  which  would  he  money 

well  laid  out.  'I  hole  who  exert 
themfelves  fo  much  in  our  caufe 
ought  to  be  rewarded,  as  we  are 
moll  eflentially  ferved  by  it  ;  but 
profound  fecrecy  mufi  be  obferved. 

1  fhall  write  to  the  governor, 
wherein  I  {hall  be  more  explicit 
upon  fome  matters  which  I  have 
writ  to  Congrefs  upon,  and  which 
he  probably  will  communicate, 
which  makes  it  unneceffary  to  add 
any  more  to  you  at  prefent. 

I  am  your  affectionate  friend,  &c. 
(Copy)  John  Adam*. 
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The  following  authentic  Extra&s  from  the  Corn-Regifter,  are  take# 
from  Accounts  collected  from  the  Cuilom-Houfe  Books,  and  delivered 
to  Mr,  John  James  Catherwocd,  by  Authority  of  Parliament. 

An  Account  of  the  Quantities  of  all  Corn  and  Grain  exported  from ,  and 
imported  into ,  England  and  Scotland,  with  the  Bounties  and  Drawbacks 
paidy  and  the  Duties  received  thereon ,  for  oqe  Tear  glided  the  ph  of 
January  1782. 

EXP  G  R 


TED. 


1781. 

British 

Fore i g  n 

ENGLAN  D. 

Quarters. 

Quarters. 

Wheat  - 

2,294 

.1,726' 

Wheat  Meal  and  Flour 

86,045 

3.536 

Rye  -----  - 

2,55° 

J50 

Barley  -  - 

21,711 

Nil 

Malt  -  .  -  -  -  - 

107,928 

Nil  \ 

Oats  - 

7’992 

18,215 

Oatmeal  -  \- 

8,563 

1 16 

Beans  - 

15,248 

43° 

Peafe  ----- 

2,826 

290^ 

SCOTIAN  D. 

Wheat  -  -  -  -  - 

82 

“Wheat  Flour  - 

9>336 

Barley  and  Bear 

15,588 

Barley  Meal  - 

199 

Barley  hulled  - 

'82 

Malt  -  -  -  ~  - 

5,040 

> 

- 

Oats  -  -  —  -  - 

G171 

Oatmeal  -  - 

5,660 

Peafe  and  Beans 

55° 

-  * 

cwt.  qr.  lb. 

Bifcuit  ----- 

6,383:1: — ■_ 

Bounties  and 
Drawbacks  paid. 

£•  s.  d. 


26,617 

46 


3 

9 


icpBo, 

'  **  v 

2  Dr* 


5,653  10 


I  M 


1781. 

ENGLAND. 
Wheat  -  -  -  - 

"Wheat  Flour  - 

Rye  - 

Barley  -  -  -  - 

Oats  - 
Oatmeal  - 
Beans  -  - 

*jp  p  ^  { a*  —  M  .. 

SCOTLAND. 
Wheat  Flour  - 
Gats  - 

Frifcuit  -  -  -  » 


FOR 

Quarters. 

143.772  1 

15,924  j 

10,743  j 
'56 
55,502 

367 

3,244 
14,508 

99 

S3>576 

cwt.  qr.  Jb. 

43— -27. 


’  E  D. 

’  /'I 

Duties 

received. 

j£'  ■*» 


4>275  4 


9 

,  ? 


447 


3t 


The 


/ 
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The  following  is  an  account  of  the  average  prices  of  corn  in  England 
and  Wales,  by  the  ftandard  Winchefter  bufhel,  for  the  year  1781. 


Wheat 

Rye 

Barley 

Oats 

Beans 

s .  d. 

/.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

*  1 

s.  d. 

5  7 

3  4i 

2  i| 

1  8| 

2  1  of 

N,  B.  The  prices  of  the  finefl  and  coarfeft  forts  of  grain  generally 
exceed  and  reduce  the  average  price  as  follows,  viz. 

Wheat  Rye  Barley  Oats  Beans. 

Per  bufhel,  6 d.  3d.  3d.  3d.  6d. 


Navy  Office,  Jan.  23,  1781. 

An  Account  of  all  the  Men  raifed  for  his  Majefey's  Na-vy,  Marines  in¬ 
cluded,  from  the  i^th  of  Septetnber ,  1 7 7 4 ,  to  the  29 ih  of  September, 
1780,  difeinguifhing  each  Tear . 


Prom  29th  September 


To  September  — 


Tears. 

No.  raifed . 

1774  ~ 

—  345 

1775 

—  4734 

1776 

— -  21564 

1777 

—  3745s 

1778 

—  4i847 

1779  — 

- *  41832 

1780  — 

-  28210 

175990 


Navy  Office,  fan.  23,  1781. 


An  Account  of  all  the  Number  of  the  Men  vobo  have  died  in  attual  Service 
in  his  Majefey’s  Navy  fence  the  firfe  day  of  January ,  1 776,  diflinguijb - 
ing  (as  far  as  may  be )  thofe  vjho  have  been  killed  by  the  enemy  ;  and 
alfo  of  the  Number  of  fuch  Men  as  have  deferted  the  J'aid  Service  in  the 
fame  Period ,  as  far  as  the  feveral  Accounts  can  be  made  up,  diftinguijhing 
each  Tear . 


Tears . 

*  ** 

Cl 

1776  — 

1679 

‘777  — 

3247 

1778  — 

4801 

‘779  — 

4726 

J78O  — - 

4092 

^  -2t 
^  S3 

^  £ 

7**  ^ 

1 

^ 

105 

1784 

5321 

40 

3z87 

7685 

254 

5°55 

9919 

551 

5277 

H54I 

293 

4385 

7603 

Total 


18545 


JZ43 

[*]4 


19788  42069 


State 


# 


f- 
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War  Office ,  23 d  ‘January  ,  1781, 

State  of  his  majefty’s  Britifh  regular  land  forces,  officers  included,  in 
North.  America  and  the  Weft-Indies^  as  they  were  at  the  end  of  the 
year  1779* 

Officers  prefent.  ^ 


WO 


£  ^ 


£ 


.1° 

* 

SC  *vs 

&■! 

s** 
w  £ 

ts  5 

§  ° 
W  *Kt> 


Under  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  by  monthly 
return  of  Dec.  1,  1779  — 

Under  Gen.  Haldimand,  by  monthly 
return  of  Dec.  1,  1779  — 

Under  the  Convention,  by  monthly 
return  of  Augufl  1,  1779  — 

By  monthly  return  of  Dec.  i,  1779 

War  Office ,  January  zffi,  1781. 

Account  of  the  men  loft  and  difabled  in  his  majefty’s.  Britifh  land  forces, 
including  two  battalions  of  marines  ferving  on  fhore,  by  death, 
captivity,  defer  Don ,  wounds  or  ficknefs,  in  North  America  and  the 
Weft-Indies,' from  Nov.  ift,  1774,  to  the  date  of  the  laft  return. 


24.  Amer. 


W.  Indies. 


591  83  1402  17077  19153  364S 

1 14  32  '  230  3009  3385  831 

134  26  258  1228  1646  2532 

276  66  712  6076  7130  4238 


Weft- Indies 


Weft-Indies 
N,  America, 
Weft- Indies 


,  XT  a  •  ^  under  Sir  Wuham  Howe 

1776  A,  America,  <  ,  c.  „  ^  , 

'  ?  l  under  Sir  Guy  Carleton 


C  under  Sir  William  Howe  - - 

2777  N.  America,  <  under  Sir  Guy  Carleton  — ~r~ 

C  under  General  Burgoyne 
Weft-Indies  — • —  — . —  — — - 

C  under  Sir  William  Howe  — 

2778  N.  America,  under  Sir  C*uy  Carleton  — 

[  under  the  Convention  of  Saratoga  t, 

Weft-Indies  — —  - -  — . — 

£  under  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
J779  N.  America,  under  General  Haldimand 


Weft-Indies 


under 


the  Convention 


under  si.ir  Henry  Clinton 
I780  N.  America,  <{  under  General  Haldimand 

under  the  Convention 
Weft-Indies  —  — -  — . — , 


aU 


\ 

WA 

^3 

to 

s 

R 

u. 

-4 

fc-H 

w 

A 

cg 

fh 

30 

OOO 

47 

16 

39 

OOO 

4 

20 

781 

OOO 

it5 

2  49 

121 

OOO 

48 

148 

869 

744 

192 

619 

200 

48 

68 

3^ 

86 

000 

80 

3S 

1202 

1274 

282 

490 

84 

162 

20 

29 

;  220 

+  484 

487 

5 

3°  3 

000' 

105 

40 

I31 1 

641 

628 

M 

b* 

00 

M 

217 

146 

32 

87 

61 

$  38i 

546 

§3 

236 

000 

104 

7i 

11 54 

I  ®ZO 

26  3 

444 

42 

165 

2"T 

1 

87 

8 

259 

176 

000 

10^4  000 

No  return, 

122 

» 

34 

58 

l66 

3S 

80: 

3 

256 

172 

000 

2036 

OOO 

145  175 

Embarka- 

number  of  men  loft:  by  cap- 

ners  taken  in 

any  one  year 

may 
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War  Office,  January  1781. 

Embarkation  returns  of  all  the  Britilh  corps  and  recruits,  which  have  been 
fent  from  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  to  any  part  of  North.  America 'or 
the  Weil  Indies,  in  1778,  1779*  1780. 

"Non  conin .  if-  of- 
Staff  Officers,  jicers ,  dr.  &  fifes. 
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may  be,  or  of  the  prifoners  that  may  have  been  exchanged  in  the  courfe  of  it.  They 
only  know  what  the  number  of  prifoners  are  at  the  time  that  the  return  is  made. 

§  The  monthly  returns  not  afligning  the  reafons  for  which  foldiers  are  difeharged, 
the  War  Office  cannot,  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the  order  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  diftinguifh  thofe  men  who  are  loft  or  difabled  by  wounds  or  ficknefs  ;  the 
whole  number  difeharged  are  therefore  ftated,  in  which  thofe  difmiffed  for  mifbeha- 
viour,  claimed  as  apprentices,  claimed  by  other  corps,  draughted  from  one  regiment 
to  another,  or  difeharged  for  a  variety  of  caufes,  befides  that  of  inability  to  ferve 
longer,  are  included. 

XX  X  +  The  prifoners  of  the  army  under  thefe  beads,  are  fuch  as  were  taken  by  the 
enemy  previous  to  the  Convention  of  Saratoga.  The  men  comprehended  in  the  Con¬ 
vention  have  never  been  allowed  to  be  prifoners  of  war  ;  their cafuajties  by  death  and 
defertion,  and  the  numbers  difeharged,  are  regularly  given.  The  effe&ives  detained  in 
America,  contrary  to  the  Convention,  are  as  follow  : 


JBntiJh  privates 

By  return  of  November  17,  1777  — -  2883 

Ditto  1,  1778  - - 1838 

Auguft  1,  1779  - — -  1228 

Pitts  1,  1780  796 


Account 
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War  Office,  January  23*/,  1 78 1, 

Recount  of  all  the  men  railed  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  for  his 
Biajefty's  land  forces  on  the  Britifh  eflablilhment,  militia  and  fen- 
eible  men  in  North  Britain  not  included,  from  29th  Sept.  377 4,  t® 
29th  Sept.  1780. 


To  29th  September  1775  - - -  3575 

1776  * - -  11063 

1777  —  688  2 

1778  — — .  23978 

1779  —  26154 

To  29th  September  1780  — —  1 5 2 33 


Total 


to  Monday  29th. 
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SUPPLIES  granted  by  Parliament  for  the  Year  1781. 
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39,666  men  including  4,213  invalids,  guards,  and  garri- 

foiis  J  >o49’ 7 74- 

Plantations,  Minorca,  and  Gibraltar  -  -  1,488,927 
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WAYS  and 


MEANS  for  the  above  Supplies  granted  to  his  Majrjfy , 
for  the  Service  of  the  year  1781.  * 


i. 


November  16,  1780. 

E  SOLVED,  Thar,  towards  raifihg  the 
fupply  granted  to  his  majefly,  the  Turn  of 
four  (hillings  in  the  pound,  and  no  more,  be  raifed 
within  the  fpace  of  one  year,  from  the  25th  day  of 
March,  1781,  upon  lands,  tenements,  heredita¬ 
ments,  penfions,  offices  and  perfonal  eflates,  in  that 
part  of  Great  Britain  Called  England,  Wales,  and 
the  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed;  and  that  a  pro¬ 
portionable  cel's,  according  to  the  ninth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  union,  be  laid  upon  that  part  of  Great 

Britain  called  Scotland  - — -  — — 

2.  Refolved,  That*  towards  railing  the  fupply 
granted  to  his  majefly;  the  duties  upon  malt^  mum, 
cyder,  and  perry,  which,  by  an  Act  of  parliament 
of  the  twentieth  year  of  his  pfefent  majefty’s  reign, 
have  continuance  to  the  24th  day  of  June,  1781,  be 
further  continued,  and  charged  upon  all  malt  which 
fhall  be  made,  and  all  mum  which  fhall  be  made 
or  imported,  and  all  Cyder  and  perry  which  fhall  be 
made  for  fale,  within  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain, 
from  the  23d  day  of  June,  1781,  to  the  24th  day 

of  June  1782  - - - - — *  — — 

Feercary  6,  1781. 

Refolved;  That,  towards  railing  the  fupply  grant¬ 
ed  to  his  majefly,  there  be  iffued  and  applied  the 
fum  of  two  hundred  and  eighty -eight  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  forty-fix  pounds,  nineteen  (hil¬ 
lings,  and  eight  pence,  remaining  in  the  receipt 
of  the  exchequer  on  the  fifth  day  of  January,  one 
thoufand  feveri  hundred  and  eighty-one,  for  the 
difpofition  of  parliament,  of  the  monies  which  had 
then  arifen  of  the  furpluffes;  exceffes,  overplus  mo¬ 
nies,  and  other  revenues,  compofing  the  fundi 

commonly  called  The  Sinking  Fund  - - — 

March  8 . 

Refolved,  That,  towards  railing  the  fupply 
granted  to  his  majefly,  the  fum  of  twelve  millions 
be  raifed  by  annuities,  and  the  further  fum  of  four 
hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  pounds  by  a  lottery, 
in  manner  following  ;  that  is  to  fay, 

That  every  contributor  to  the  laid  twelve  mil¬ 
lions  fhall,  for  one  hundred  pounds  contributed 
Vol.  XXIV.  [6’J 
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and  paid,  be  entitled  to -the  principal  fum  of  one 
hundred  pounds  in  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  three 
pounds  per  centum  ;  and  to  an  additional  principal 
fum  of  fifty  pounds  in  like  annuities,  after  the  rate 
of  three  pounds  per  centum,  and  alfo  to  a  farther 
principal  fum  of  twenty-five  pounds  in  annuities, 
after  the  rate  of  four  pounds  per  centum  ;  the  faid 
feveral  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  three  pounds  per 
centum,  and  four  pounds  per  centum,  refpeftively, 
to  commence  from  the  fifth  day  of  January  one 
thou 'and  feven  hundred  and  eighty-one. 

That  the  fum  of  twelve  millions,  to  be  contri¬ 
buted  as  aforefaid,  together  with  the  additional 
capital  of  fifty  pounds  to  every  one  hundred  pounds 
advanced  and  paid,  amounting  to  fix  millions, 
making  together  in  the  whole  eighteen  millions  in 
annuities,  after  the  rate  of  three  pounds  per  centum., 
be,  from  the  time  of  their  commencement,  ad¬ 
ded  to,  and  made  one  joint  flock  with,  the  three 
pounds  per  cent,  annuities  eonfolidated  by  the  Adis. 
of  the  twenty-fifth,  twenty-eighth,  twenty- ninth* 
thirty -fecond,  and  thirty-third  of  George  the  Se¬ 
cond,  and  by  feveral  fubfequent  Adis,  and  charged 
upon  the  finking  fund,  and  fhall  be  payable  and 
transferable  at  the  Rank  of  England  at  the  fame 
time,  and  in  the  fame  manner,  and  fubjeft  to  the" 
like  redemption  by  parliament,  as  the  faid  three 
pounds  per  cent,  eonfolidated  annuities  are  payable 
and  transferable  there,  and  redeemable  by  parlia¬ 
ment. 

That  the  annuity,  in  refpeft  of  the  faid  addition¬ 
al  fum  or  capital  of  twenty -five  pounds,  to  which 
every  contributor  of  one  hundred  pounds  contribut¬ 
ed  as  aforefaid  fhall  be  entitled,  making  together  in 
the  whole  three  millions,  to  carry  an  interefl  and 
annuity,  after  the  rate  of  four  per  cent,  fhall  be 
paid  at  the  Bank  of  England  for  one  quarter  of  a 
year,  from  the  5th  day  of  January  one  thoufand  fe¬ 
ven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  to  the  fifth  day  of 
April  following,  and  from  that  time  fhall  be  added 
and  made  one  joint  flock  with  certain  annuities, 
after  the  rate  of  four  pounds  per  cent,  which  were 
eonfolidated  by  an  Aft  of  the  laft  feffion  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  fhall  alfo  be  charged  upon  the  finking 
fund,  and  fhall  be  payable  and  transferrable  at  the 
Rank  of  England  at  the  fame  time,  and  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  fubjeft  to  the  like  redemption  by  par¬ 
liament,  as  the  faid  eonfolidated  four  pounds  per 
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cent,  annuities  are  payable  and  transferable  there, 
and  redeemable  by  parliament. 

That  every  contributor  towards  railing  the 
faid  fum  of  twelve  millions  fhall,  for  every  one  thou- 
fand  pounds  contributed,  be  entitled  to  four  tickets 
in  a  lottery  to  confiH  of  forty-eight  thoufand  tickets, 
amounting  to  four  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand 
pounds,  upon  payment  of  the  further  fum  of  ten 
pounds  for  each  ticket,  the  faid  four  hundred  and 
eighty  thoufand  pounds  to  be  difiributed  into  prizes 
for  the  benefit  of  the  proprietors  of  the  fortunate 
tickets  in  the  faid  lottery,  which  fhall  be  paid  in 
money,  at  the  Bank  of  England,  to  fuch  proprie¬ 
tors  upon  demand,  as  foon  after  the  firft  day  of 
March  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-two 
as  certificates  can  be  prepared,  without  any  deduc¬ 
tion  whatfoever. 

That  every  contributor  fhall,  on  or  before  the 
fifteenth  day  of  this  infant  March,  make  a  de- 
pofit  of  fifteen  pounds  per  cent,  on  fuch  fum  as  he 
or  fhe  fhall  chufe  to  fubfcribe,  towards  raifing  the 
faid  fum  of  twelve  millions,  with  the  chief  cafhier 
or  cafhiers  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  and  alfo  a  depofit  of  fifteen  pounds  per 
cent,  with  the  faid  cafhier  or  cafhiers,  in  part  of  the 
monies  to  be  contributed  towards  raifing  the  faid 
fum  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  pounds 
by  lottery,  as  a  fecurity  for  making  the  future  pay¬ 
ments  refpe&ively,  on  or  before  the  days  or  times 
hereinafter  limited  ;  that  is  to  fay. 

On  £.  12,000,000  to  be  railed  by  annuities. 

£.  10  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  27th  day  of  April  next. 

£•  10  per  cenUon  or  before  the  1 8th  day  of  May  next. 

£.  10  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  14th  day  of  June  next. 

£.  10  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  24th  day  of  July  next. 

£•  15  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  2  ill  day  of  Auguft  next. 

£.  10  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  18th  day  of  Sept.  next. 

£•  10  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  23d  day  of  061.  next. 

£.  10  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  23d  day  of  Nov.  next. 

On  the  lottery  for  £.  480,000 

£•  20  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  1  ith  day  of  May  next. 

£.25  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  10th  day  of  July  next, 

£•  20  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  nth  day  of  Sept.  next. 

£’  20  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  9th  day  of  061.  next. 

That  all  the  monies,  fo  to  be  received  by  the  faid 
chief  cafhier  or  calhiers  of  the  governor  and  com¬ 
pany  of  the  Bank  of  England,  fhall  be  paid  into 
the  receipt  of  the  exchequer,  to  be  applied  from 

2. 
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time  to  time  to  fuch  fervices  as  {hall  then  have  been 
voted  by  this  houfe  in  this  feflion  of  parliament. 

That  every  contributor,  who  fhall  pay  in  the 
whole  of  his  or  her  contribution-money  towards  the 
fum  of  twelve  millions  to  be  contributed  as  afore- 
faid  at  any  time  before  the  twenty-fecond  day  of 
Gftober  next,  or  on  account  of  his  or  her  {hare  in 
the  faid  lottery  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  Sept, 
next,  fhall  be  allowed  an  intereft,  by  way  of  dif- 
count,  after  the  rate  of  three  pounds  per  cent,  per 
annum,  on  the  fum  fo  compleating  his  or  her  con¬ 
tribution  refpe&iveiy,  to  be  computed  from  the 
day  of  compleating  the  fame,  to  the  twenty.third 
day  of  November  next,  in  regard  to  the  fum  to  be 
paid  for  the  faid  annuities*  and  to  the  eighth  day 
of  Odober  next  in  refpeft  of  the  fum  to  be  paid  on 
account  of  the  faid  lottery  ;  and  that  all  fuch  per- 
fons  as  fhall  make  their  full  payments  on  the  faid 
lottery  (hall  have  their  tickets  delivered  to  them  as 
foon  as  they  can  conveniently  be  made  out.  12 

April  12. 

1.  Refolved,  That,  towards  railing  the  fupply 

granted  to  his  majefiy,  there  be  iffued  and  applied 
the  fum  of  feven  hundred  fifty -feven  thoufand- and 
eighty-feven  pounds,  feventeen  {hillings,  and  ten 
pence,  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  exchequer 
on  the  5th  day  of  April,  1781,  for  the  difpofition  of 
parliament,  of  the  monies  which  had  then  arifen  of 
the  furplufles,  exceffes,  overplus  monies,  and  other 
revenues,  compoling  the  fund,  commonly  called 
the  Sinking  Fund  — — —  - — —  * — ~ 

2.  That*  towards  railing  the  fupply  granted  to 

his  majeliy,  there  be  iffued  and  applied  the  fum  of 
twenty-three  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eight 
pounds,  eleven  {hillings,  and  ten  pence  halfpenny, 
remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  exchequer  on  the 
5th  day  of  April,  1781,  of  the  two  fevenths  excife 
granted  by  an  Aft  of  parliament  of  the  fifth  and 
fixth  years  of  the  reign  of  their  late  majefties  King 
William  and  Queen  Mary,  after  fatisfying  the  fe- 
veral  charges  and  incumbrances  thereupon  for  the 
half  year  then  ended  — — -  — 

3.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his 
majefiy,  there  be  ifiued  and  applied  the  fum  of  for¬ 
ty  thoufand  pounds,  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the 
exchequer  on  the  fifth  day  of  April,  1781,  of  the 
duties  on  wines,  granted  by  an  Aft  of  the  eigh¬ 
teenth  year  of  the  reign  0 1  his  late  majefiy,  for 
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paying  annuities  on  Angle  lives,  purfuant  to  the 
faid  Ad,  after  referving  fufficient  to  fatisfy  the 
feveral  annuities  to  the  5th  day  of  January,  1781  40,000 

4.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majeily,  there  be  iflfued  and  applied  the  fum  of 
fifty-fix  thoufand  pounds,  remaining  in  the  receipt 
of  the  exchequer  on  the  5  th  day  of  April,  1781,  of 
the  duties  on  glafs,  for  paying  annuities  on  lives, 
granted  by  an  Ad  of  the  nineteenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  late  majeily,  after  referving  fufficient 
to  fatisfy  the  feveral  annuities  to  the  5th  day  of 

January,  1781  * -  -  - -  56,000 

May  ill. 

Refolved,  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply 
granted  to  his  majeily,  the  fum  of  one  million  five 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  be  raifed  by  loans  or  ex-  •  \ 
chequer  bills,  if  not  difcharged,  with  intereft 
thereupon,  on  or  before  the  5th  day  of  April,  1782, 
to  be  exchanged  and  received  in  payment  in  fuch 
manner  as  exchequer  bills  have  ufually  been  ex¬ 
changed  and  received  in  payment  —  - -  1,500,000 

May  24. 

Refolved,  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply 
granted  to  his  majeily,  the  farther  fum  of  one  mil¬ 
lion  nine  hundred  thoufand  pounds  be  raifed,  by 
loans  or  exchequer  bills,  to  be  charged  upon  the 
firll  aids  to  be  granted  in  the  next  felfion  of  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  and  fuch  exchequer  bills,  if  not  difcharged, 
with  interell  thereupon,  on  or  before  the  5th  day  of 
April,  17SZ,  to  be  exchanged  and  received  in  pay¬ 
ment  in  fuch  manner  as  exchequer  bills  have  ufually 
been  exchanged  and  received  in  payment  —  1 ,900,000 

June  14. 

Refolved,  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply 
granted  to  his  majefty,  the  propofal  of  the  gover¬ 
nor  and  company  of  the  Bank  of  England,  for  ad¬ 
vancing  the  fum  of  two  millions  on  exchequer  bills, 
upon  fuch  terms  and  conditions  as  are  therein 

mentioned,  be  accepted  - -  -  2,000,000 

June  18. 

1.  Refolved,  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply 
granted  to  his  majeily,  there  be  applied  the  fum  of 
fixteen  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  feventy-nine 
pounds,  fix  fhillings,  and  eight-pence  halfpenny, 
remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  exchequer  on  the 
rth  day  of  April,  1781,  fubjed  to  the  difpofition 
*  IS]  3 
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of  parliament,  exclufive  of  the  furplus  then  remain¬ 
ing  of  the  finking  fund  — — —  - - - 

2.  That  fuch  of  the  monies  as  {hall  be  paid  into 
the  receipt  of  the  exchequer  after  the  5  th  day  of 
April,  1781,  and  on  or  before  the  5th  day  of  April, 

1782,  of  the  produce  of  the  duties  charged  by  two 
Adis,  made  in  the  fifth  and  fourteenth  years  of  his 
prefent  majefty’s  reign,  upon  the  importation  and 
exportation  of  gum  ienega  and  gum  arabic,  be  ap¬ 
plied  towards  making  good  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majehy  — — —  — 

June  19. 

1.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majelly,  there  be  ifiued  and  applied  the  funa 
of  one  million  {even  hundred  iorty-two  thou- 
fand  nine  hundred  and  twelve  pounds,  two  {hil¬ 
lings,  and  two-pence,  out  of  fuch  monies  as  have 
arifen,  or  {hall  or  may  arife,  of  the  furpluffes, 
exceffes,  or  overplus  monies,  and  other  revenues, 
compofing  the  fund  commonly  called  the  Sinking 

Fund  - - -  — — —  —  1,742,912  z  Z 

2.  That,  towards  railing  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majefly,  there  be  applied  a  fum,  not  exceeding 
four  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  out  of  the  balances 
remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  Right  Honourable 
George  Nugent  Earl  Temple,  the  perfonal  repre¬ 
fen  tative  of  the  Right  Honourable  George  Gren¬ 
ville,  deceafed,  and  of  the  Right  Honourable  Wil¬ 
liam,  Lord  Vifcount  Barrington  in  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  and  of  the  Right  Honourable  Richard, 

Lord  Vifcount  Howe  in  the  kingdom  ot  Ireland, 
and  of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  baronet,  the  perfonal  re-^ 
prefentative  of  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  Gilbert 
Elliot,  baronet,  deceafed,  late  treafurers  of  his 
majefty’s  navy,  and  of  John  Powell,  Efq;  the  only 
ailing  executor  of  the  late  Right  Hon.  Henry  Lord 
Holland,  deceafed,  and  of  the  Right  Hon.  Caro¬ 
line  Baronefs  Greenwich,  the  perfonal  repreienta- 
tive  of  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  Tcwnfiiend,  de¬ 
ceafed,  and  of  the  Right  Hon.  Frederick  Lord 
North,  and  of  George  John  Cooke  and  Charles 
Molloy,  Efqrs.  the  perfonal  reprefentatives  of  the 
late  George  Cooke,  Efq;  deceafed,  and  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Thomas  Townihend,  and  of  George  John 
Cooke  and  Charles  Molloy,  Efquires,  the  perfonal 
reprefentatives  of  the  late  George  Cooke,  Efq;  de¬ 
ceafed. 
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ceafed,  late  paymafters  general  of  his  majefty’s 

forces*  -  _  -  — ■  367,640  3  61 

3.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majelly,  there  be  applied  the  fum  of  eighteen, 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  twenty-three  pounds, 
thirteen  (hillings,  and  eleven  pence,  remaining  in 
the  hands  of  Sir  William  Howe,  late  commander 
in  chief  in  North  America  ;  and  the  fum  of  one 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifty-feven  pounds, 
fourteen  (hillings,  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the 
executors  of  Zachary  Philip  Fonnereau,  Efq;  de- 
ceafed,  and  Sir  Merrick  Burrell,  baronet,  con¬ 
tractors  for  furnilhing  the  garrifon  of  Gibraltar 
with  proviftons,  from  the  12th  day  of  May,  1777, 
to  the  17th  day  of  January,  17794;  and  the  fum 
of  eight  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight 
pounds,  one  (hilling,  and  four-pence  farthing,  re¬ 
maining  in  the  hands  of  Thomas  Rumfey,  Efq;  act¬ 
ing  executor  of  John  Richardfon,  Efq;  agent  to 
the  out-penfioners  of  Chelfea  Hofpital,  from  the 
25th  day  of  December,  1773,  to  the  24th  day  of 
June,  1774;  and  the  fum  of  feven  hundred  and 
feventy-two  pounds,  eight  (hillings,  and  fix  pence 
half-penny,  remaining  in  the  hands  of  Sir  William 
Erlkine,  as  quarter-mafter-general  of  the  forces, 
from  the  25th  day  of  December,  1 776,  to  the  30th 
day  of  June,  1779  - — -  ■  1  ■  —  25,85  3  16  5^ 


*  Of  the  above  fum  of  400,000/.  or.  0 d.  only  367,640/.  3r.  6d~  were  paid 
into  the  Exchequer. 

Particulars  of  the  fum  of  367,640 /.  3r.  6d\>  paid  into  the  exchequer,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  balances,  viz. 


Intereft-money  repaid  by  the  executors  of  George  Gren- 

vile,  Efq;  -  - - -  - - 

Ditto  —  —  by  Lord  Barrington  —  — 

Ditto  —  —  by  Lord  Howe  —  —  — 

Ditto  —  —  by  the  executors  of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot 

Ditto  —  —  by  the  hands  of  John  Powel,  Efq; 

executor  of  Lord  Holland  —  — 

Ditto  —  —  by  the  adminiftrators  of  Charles 

Townfliend,  Efq;  - -  -  - 

Ditto  —  —  by  Lord  North,  and  the  executors 

of  George  Cooke,  Efq;  -  - 

Ditto  —  —  by  the  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Townf- 

hend,  and  the  executors  of  George  Cooke,  Efq; 


4  Of  this,  only  5,000/.  was  paid  into  the  exchequer, 
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4.  That  fuch  of  the  monies  as  fhall  be  paid  into 
the  receipt  of  the  exchequer  by  the  united  company 
of  merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  Eaft  in¬ 
dies,  in  full  discharge  and  fatisfablion  of  the  claims 
and  demands  of  the  public  to  the  net  profits  which 
have  accrued  to  the  company  at  home,  before  the 
1  ft  day  of  March,  1781,  be  applied  towards  mak¬ 
ing  good  the  fupply  granted  to  his  majefty 

5.  Sale  of  lands,  &c.  in  the  Ceded  Iflands  — 


400,000  0  0 

5,200  0 


O 

j 


Recapitulation  of  the  aforementioned  Ways  and  Means . 


Malt  Duty  * 

Land  -  T  ax  ■ — — — 

Contributions  to  annuities 
Ditto  —  to  lottery 


£■  s’ 
288,34-6  19 

757,087  17 

*>74-^9 1  2  ^ 


d. 


£■ 

750,000  O  O 
2  ,000,000  o  6 
1 2,000,000  O  O 

480,000  O  o 


3- 


f  Surplus  on  5th  Jan.  1781. 

Sink,  fund  <  Ditto  bn  5th  Apr.  1781. 

C  Future  produce  '  — • 

Exchequer  bills  — '  -7- — 

Ditto  - - r  ~ - -  — 

Ditto  —  for  the  bank  charter  — « 

Money  to  be  paid  by  the  Eaft  India  Company 
Surplus  of  the  2  yths  pd  excife  —r— -  *==» 

Ditto  of  the  fund  for  life-annuities  18  Geo.  IL 
Ditto  of  the  fund  for  life-annuities  19  Geo.  II. 
Difpofeable  money  in  the  exchequer  *— — — 

Balances  of  late  treafurers  of  the  navy  and  pay«. 
makers  of  the  forces,  voted  400,000/.  but  no 

more  paid  into  the  exchequer  than  . 

Balance  of  the  account  of  Sir  William  Howe  — 
Ditto  of  the  account  of  ]Meffieurs  Fonnereau  and 
Burrell  *  — 

Ditto  of  the  account  of  Sir  William  Erlkine 


account  of  the  late  Mr.  Richardfon 
Sale  of  lands,  &c.  in  the  Ceded  Illands 
Money  arifen  by  fale  of  French  prizes 
puty  on  gum  fene'ga  — »  '  <— 


788,3^6  19  8 
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-The  total  amount  of  the  fupplies  granted  —  2^,373,524  10  8J 

The  total  amount  of  ways  and  means  towards  fa- 
tisfying  the  fame  —  —  — 

Deficiency  of  ways  and  means  —  — 


The  national  debt,  up  to  July,  1781,  is  —  £. 
The  annual  intereft  to  be  raifed  is  —  ■  — 

Taxes  for  1781 . 

Five  per  cent,  on  excife,  except  malt,  foap,  can¬ 
dles,  and  hides  — -  — -  — 

Difcount  of  the  cuftoms  —  —  — 

Tobacco,  one  penny  three  farthings  per  pound  — 
Sugar,  one  halfpenny  per  pound  — -  — 

Since  laid. 

Duty  on  paper  —  —  . —  — 

Ditto  on  Almanacks  —  — ■»  — 

Total  — 


Taxes. 

U  177s  —  £■  73,000  o  o 


1777  — 

1778  — 


—  242,000  o  o 

—  336,000  o  o 


1780  — 

1781  — 

Total  — 


25>353’857 

4 

9 

19,667 

5 

lli 

-  « 

177.206,000 

0 

0 

6.812,000 

0 

0 

1 

£■ 

150,000 

0 

O 

167,000 

0 

0 

6l  ,000 

0 

0 

326,000 

0 

0 

IOO,o6o 

0 

0 

10,000 

0 

0 

814,060 

0 

0 

» 

to  1781,  inclufqje, 

f . 

1 

Taxes. 

£.  478,000 

0 

0 

—  701,616 

0 

0 

—  814,060 

0 

a 

2.644,676 

0 

0 

i  ' 

STATE 


\ 


282]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1781. 


STATE 


Mis  Majefifs  tmft  gracious  Speech 
to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament , 
Nov.  i,  1780. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

IT  is  with  more  than  ordinary 
fatisfa&ion  that  I  meet  you  in 
parliament,  at  a  time  when  the 
late  elections  may  afford  me  an 
opportunity  of  receiving  the  moft 
certain  information  of  the  difpofi- 
iion  and  the  wilhes  of  my  people, 
to  which  I  am  always  inclined  to 
pay  the  utraoft  attention  and  re¬ 
gard. 

The  prefent  arduous  fituation 
of  public  affairs  is  well  known  : 
the  whole  force  and  faculties  of  the 
monarchies  of  France  and  Spain 
are  drawn  forth,  and  exerted  to 
the  utmoft,  to  fupport  the  rebel¬ 
lion  of  my  colonies  in  North  A- 
merica,  and,  without  the  leaf! 
provocation  or  caufe  of  complaint, 
to  attack  rnv  dominions  ;  and  the 
endifguifed  object  of  this  confe¬ 
deracy  manifellly  .  is  to  gratify 
boundlefs  ambition,  by  deftroying 
the  commerce,  and  giving  a  fa¬ 
tal  blow  to  the  power  of  Great 
Britain. 

By  the  force  which  the  late  par¬ 
liament  put  into  my  hands,  and  by 
the  bleffing  of  Divine  Providence 
on  the  bravery  of  ipy  fleets  and  ar« 


PAPERS. 


mies,  I  have  been  enabled  to  with- 
Hand  the  formidable  attempts  of 
my  enemies,  aad  to  frulfrate  the 
great  expectations  they  had  form¬ 
ed  ;  and  the  fignal  fucceffes  which 
have  attended  the  progrefs  of  my 
arms  in  the  provinces  of  Georgia 
and  Carolina,  gained  with  fo  much, 
honour  to  the  conduCt  and  courage 
of  my  officers,  and  to  the  valour 
and  intrepidity  of  my  troops,  which 
have  equalled  their  higheft  cha¬ 
racter  in  any  age,  will,  I  truft, 
have  important  confequences  in 
bringing  the  war  to  a  happy  con- 
clufion.  It  is  my  moft  earneft  de¬ 
fire  to  fee  this  great  end  accom- 
plifhetl ;  but  I  am  confident  you 
will  agree  with  me  in  opinion,  that 
we  can  only  fecure  late  and  ho¬ 
nourable  terms  of  peace  by  fuch 
powerful  and  refpeCtable  prepara¬ 
tions,  as  ftiall  convince  our  ene¬ 
mies  that  we  will  not  fubmit  to 
receive  the  law  from  any  powers 
whatfoever ;  and  that  we  are  unit¬ 
ed  in  a  firm  refolution  to  decline 
no  difficulty  or  hazard,  in  the  de¬ 
fence  of  our  country,  and  for  the 
prefervation  of  our  eftendal  inte- 
refts. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

I  have  ordered  the  eftimates  for 
the  enfuing  year  to  be  laid  before 

t  you. 
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you.  I  fee,  and  feel,  with  great 
anxiety  and  concern,  that  the  va¬ 
rious  fervices  of  the  war  mull,  un¬ 
avoidably,  be  attended  with  great 
and  heavy  expences ;  but  I  defire 
you  to  grant  me  fuch  fupplies  only, 
as  your  own  fecurify  and  lafting 
welfare,  and  the  exigency  of  affairs 
ihall  be  found  to  require. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  repofe  an  entire  confidence  in 
the  zeal  and  affedtions  of  this  par¬ 
liament,  confcious  that,  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  my  reign,  it  has 
been  the  conftant  objedt  of  my  care, 
and  the  wifh  of  my  heart,  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  true  interefts  and  happinefs 
of  all  my  fubjedts,  and  to  preferve 
inviolate  our  excellent  conititution 
in  church  and  date. 


fhe  humble  Addre/s  of  the  Lords  Spi¬ 
ritual  and  '-Temporal,  in  Parlia¬ 
ment  ajfembled. 

J)ie  Mercurii ,  1°  Novembris ,  17  Bo. 

Moll  gracious  Sovereign, 

E  your  majefty’s  mo  ft  duti¬ 
ful  and  loyal  fubjedts,  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in 
parliament  affembled,  beg  leave  to 
return  your  majefty  our  moft  hum¬ 
ble  thanks  for  your  moft  gracious 
fpeech  from  the  throne. 

Permit  us  to  offer  to  your  majefty 
our  moft  dutiful  congratulations  on 
the  birth  of  another  prince,  and  the 
happy  recovery  of  the  queen,  and 
to  allure  your  majefty,  that  every 
addition  to  your  majefty’s  domeftic 
happinefs  muft  always  afford  the 
higheft  fatisfadlion  to  your  faithful 
fubjedls. 

In  the  prefent  arduous  fituation 
of  public  affairs,  we  think  it  an 


indifpenfable  part  of  our  duty  to 
make  thole  fpirited  and  vigorous 
exertions  which  fuch  a  conjundture 
demands  ;  and  we  beg  leave  to 
affure  your  majefty,  that  we  are 
united  in  a  firm  refolution  to  de¬ 
cline  no  difficulty  or  hazard,  in 
the  defence  of  our  country,  and 
for  the  prefervation  of  our  effential 
interefts. 

It  is  with  juft  and  heart-felt  in¬ 
dignation,  that  vVe  fee  the  monar¬ 
chies  of  France  and  Spain  leagued 
in  confederacy  to  fupport  the  re¬ 
bellion  in  your  majefty’s  colonies 
in  North  America,  and  employing 
.  the  whole  force  of  thofe  kingdoms 
in  the  profecution  of  a  war  waged 
in  violation  of  all  public  faith,  and 
for  the  foie  purpofe  of  gratifying 
boundlefs  ambition,  by  deftroying 
the  commerce,  and  giving  a  fatal 
blow  to  the  power  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain. 

We  have  feen  with  great  fatis- 
fadtion,  that  the  force  which  with 
juft  confidence  was  entrufted  to 
your  majefty  by  parliament,  has, 
by  the  blefling  of  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence  on  the  bravery  of  your  fleets 
and  armies,  enabled  your  majefty 
to  withftand  the  formidable  at¬ 
tempts  of  your  enemies,  and  to 
fruftrate  the  great  expectations  they 
had  conceived  ;  and  we  hope  and 
truft  that  the  fuccefs  of  your  ma¬ 
jefty’s  arms  in  Georgia  and  Caro¬ 
lina,  gained  with  fo  much  honour 
to  the  condudt  and  courage  of  your 
majefty’s  officers,  and  to  the  va¬ 
lour  and  intrepidity  of  your  troops, 
will  have  the  moft  important  con- 
feqaences  ;  and  that  fuch  fignal 
events,  followed  by  thofe  vigorous 
meafures  which  your  majefty  re¬ 
commends,  and  in  which  we  are 
determined  to  concur,  will  difap- 
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point  all  the  views  of  our  enemies, 
and  redore  the  bleffings  of  a  fare 
and  honourable  peace.  1 

We  are  fatisiied  that  the  only 
way  to  accomplifh  this  great  end 
which  your  irtajefiy  fo  earnedly 
defires,  is  to  make  fuch  powerful 
and  refpedtable  preparations,  as 
fhall  convince  our  enemies  that  we 
will  not  fubrnit  to  receive  the  law 
from  any  powers  whatever ;  but 
with  that  fpirit  and  refolution  which 
become  us,  will  maintain  the  eflen- 
tial  rights,  honour,  and  fognity  of 
Great  Britain. 

We  have  a  deep  and  mod  grate¬ 
ful  fenfe  of  the  con  Iran  t  folicitude 
your  majedy  fhews  to  promote  the 
true  intereds  and  happinefs  of  all 
your  fubjedts,  and  to  preferve  in¬ 
violate  our  excellent  confutation 
in  church  and  date.  And  we  beg 
leave  humbly  to  allure  your  ma- 
jedy,  that  it  fhall  be  our  earned 
endeavour  to  judify  and  deferve  the 
confidence  which  your  majedy,  fo 
gracioufly  places  in  our  aitedtion, 
duty,  and  zeal. 

His  Majefty* s  meft  gracious  Anftwer* 

My  Lords, 

I  Thank  you  heartily  for  this  very 
loyal  and  dutiful  addrefs. 

The  joy  you  exprefs  in  the  in- 
creafe  of  my  family,  and  in  the 
happy  recovery  of  the  queen,  is 
extrenv  ly  agreeable  to  me. 

Yoiu  vvne  and  fpirited  refolu- 
tions  to  profecute  the  war  with  vi- 
ywu,,  and  to  maintain,  at  every 
hazard,  the  effential  intereds,  dig¬ 
nity,  and  honour  of  Great  Britain, 
give  me  the  highed  fatisfadlion, 
and  mud  be  productive  of  the  mod 
faiutary  effedts  both  at  home  and 
abroad. 


;gister,  1781. 

’The  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Houje  of 
Commons  to  his  Majefty . 

Mod  gracious  Sovereign, 

E  your  majedy’s  mod  duti¬ 
ful  and  loyal  fubjedis,  the 
Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  par¬ 
liament  affembled,  return  your 
majedy  the  thanks  of  this  houfey 
for  your  mod  gracious  fpeech  from 
the  throne. 

We  beg  leave  to  congratulate 
your  majedy  upon  the  fafe  delivery 
of  the  queen,  arid  the  birth  of  an¬ 
other  prince';  and  to  affure  your 
majedy,  that  we  take  a  fin  cere 
part  in  every  event  that  contri¬ 
butes  to  your  majefty T  domediq 
happinefs. 

We  acknowledge,  with  the  ut- 
mod  gratitude,  your  majedy’s  con- 
defc  ending  goodnefs,  in  your  de¬ 
fire  to  meet  your  parliament  at 
this  time,  and  your  gracious  ex- 
prefiions  of’attention  and  regard  to 
the  difpofition  and  wjfkes  of  your 
people. 

We  are  impreded  with  a  due 
fenfe  of  the  difficulties  of  the  pre- 
fent  arduous  conjuncture,  when  the 
whole  force  of  France  and  Spaip 
is  combined  and  exerted  to  fup- 
port  the  rebellion  in  your  ma¬ 
jedy  k  colonies,  and  to  attack  all 
the  dominions  of  your  crown  ; 
and  when  it  is  but  too  manifed  to 
all  the  world,  that  the  real  views 
of  this  mod  unjuft  confederacy  are 
to  give  a  fatal  blow  to  the  com¬ 
merce  and  power  of  Great  Britain, 
in  refentment  for  the  fuccefsful 
efforts  which  this  nation  has  fo  of¬ 
ten  made,  to  fave  the  liberties  of 
Europe  from  the  ambition  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

We  have  obferved  with  great  and 
jud  fatisfadtion,  that  your  majedy, 

by 
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by  the  fupport  of  your  parliament, 
and  the  (pint  and  bravery  of  your 
fleets  and  armies,  has,  under  the 
divine  protefHon,  been  enabled  to 
withftand  the  formidable  attempts 
oF  your  enemies ;  and  we  offer  our 
moll  cordial  congratulations  to 
your  majelly  on  the  fignal  fuccef- 
fes  which  have  attended  the  pro- 
grefs  of  your  majefly’s  arms  in  the 
provinces  of  Georgia  and  Caro¬ 
lina,  and  in  which  the  conduit  and 
courage  of  your  majeffy’s  officers, 
and  the  valour  and  intrepidity  of 
your  troops,  have  been  fo  emi¬ 
nently  diftinguifhed. 

We  conlider  your  majeffy’s  ear¬ 
ned  defire  and  folicitude  to  fee  the 
war  brought  to  a  happy  conclufion, 
as  the  ftrongeft  proof  of  your  pa¬ 
ternal  regard  for  your  people  :  but 
we  entirely  agree  with  your  ma- 
jelty,  that  fafe  and  honourable 
terms  of  peace  can  only  be  fecured 
by  fuch  powerful  preparations  and 
vigorous  exertions  as  fhall  con¬ 
vince  our  enemies,  that  your  ma- 
jefty  and  your  parliament  are  unit¬ 
ed  in  a  firm  and  ffedfaft  refolution 
to  decline  no  difficulty  or  danger 
in  the  defence  of  their  country, 
and  for  the  maintenance  of  their 
eflential  intereffs. 

We  are  thoroughly  fenfible  that 
thefe  ends  cannot  be  effected  with¬ 
out  great  and  heavy  expences  ;  and 
we  will  grant  your  majeffy  fuch 
fupplies  as  the  lafting  fecurity  and 
welfare  of  your  kingdoms,  and 
the  exigency  of  affairs,  fhall  be 
found  to  require. 

Your  majeffy  may  rely,  with 
entire  confidence,  on  the  moil  zea¬ 
lous  and  affe&ionate  attachment  of 
your  faithful  commons  to  your 
perfon,  family,  and  government  ; 
and  we  acknowledge,  with  the 
livelieft  fentiments  of  isverence 
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and  gratitude,  that  the  conilant 
tenor  of  your  majefty’s  conduct 
fiiews,  that  the  foie  obje&s  of  your 
royal  care  and  concern  are  to  pro- ' 
mote  the  happinefs  of  your  peo¬ 
ple,  and  to  preferve  inviolate  our 
excellent  conilitution  in  church 
and  flate. 

His  Majefly's  mojl  gracious  Answer* 
Gentlemen, 

Thank  you  for  this  very  duti¬ 
ful  addrefs. 

I  receive  your  congratulations 
on  the  increafe  of  my  family,  and 
on  the  happy  recovery  of  the 
queen,  as  a  mark  of  your  loyalty 
and  affection. 

I  have  a  firm  confidence  that  the 
fupport  of  my  faithful  commons, 
and  the  spirit  of  my  brave  people, 
engaged  in  a  jult  caufe,  and 
fighting  for  their  country  and  their 
effentiai  intereffs,  will,  in  the  end, 
enable  me  to  furmount  all  diffi¬ 
culties,  and  to  attain  the  object  of 
all  my  meafures  and  all  my  exer¬ 
tions,  a  fafe  and  honourable 
peace. 


Addrsfs  of  the  Archbifop,  Bifops , 
and  Clergy  of  the  Province  of 
Canterbury,  in  Convocation 
affembled,  prefented  to  his  Ma- 
jefy  on  the  ipth  vf  November , 
1780. 

Moil  gracious  Sovereign, 

T  %  J  E  your  majeffy’s  rnoff  du- 
V  V  tiful  and  loyal  fubje&s,  the 
archbifhop,  bifhops,  and  clergy  of 
the  province  of  Canterbury/  in 
convocation  affembled,  humbly  beg 
leave  to  approach  your  throne, 
a^d  with  the  deepeff  fenfe  of  gra¬ 
titude  for  the  protection  we  conti¬ 
nue 
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11  ue  to  enjoy  under  your  majefty’s 
reign,  to  offer  our  unfeigned  con¬ 
gratulations  on  the  farther  fecurity 
of  your  majefty’s  illuftrious  houfe, 
by  the  birth  of  another  prince, 
and  on  the  happy  recovery  of  our 
gracious  queen,  the  patronefs  of 
reiipion  and  virtue. 

We  are,  on  this  occafion,  par¬ 
ticularly  obliged  to  acknowledge 
and  admire  a  late  inftance  of  your 
majefty’s  attention  to  the  interefts 
of  Chriftianity,  in  your  royal  mu¬ 
nificence  to  the  pious  defigns  of 
the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of 
the  Gofpel  in  Foreign  Parts,  ereCt- 
ed  by  a  charter  of  your  glorious 
predeceffor  King  William,  and  now 
reftored  to  its  former  activity,  by 
the  liberal  contributions  of  your 
fubje&s,  encouraged  by  your  ma¬ 
jefty’s  example. 

Amidft  all  the  protection  and  fa¬ 
vour  we  derive  from  the  goodnefs 
of  your  majefty’s  heart,  we  lament 
the  neceffity  of  confeffing,  that  the 
licenticufnefs  of  the  times  conti¬ 
nues  to  counteract;  your  paternal 
care  for  the  ftate  of  national  reli¬ 
gion.  Bad  men  and  bad  books 
are  the  produce  of  all  times ;  but 
we  obferve  with  particular  regret, 
that  the  wickednefs  of  the  age  hath 
of  late  been  direCtly  pointed  at 
the  fences  of  piety  and  virtue,  efta- 
blilhed  by  God  himfelf,  and  ap¬ 
parently  fecured  by  law. 

The  open  violation  of  the  Lord’s 
Day,  and  the  invitations  of  men 
to  defert  the  religious  duties  of  that 
day  for  amufements,  frivolous  at 
beft,  appears  to  call  for  the  aid  of 
the  civil  magiftrate,  to  check  the 
progrefs  of  an  evil  fo  dangerous 
both  to  church  and  ftate,  by  fup- 
prefiing,  on  the  Lord’s  Day,  places 
of  refort  for  pleafure,  where  the 
iiuerpcfition  of  the  minifters  of  re¬ 


ligion  is  impra&icable.  We  hum¬ 
bly  allure  your  majefty,  that  fo  far 
as  any  exertions  of  our’s  can  reach, 
we  fhall  not  fail  to  admonilh  and 
rebuke,  both  by  word  and  ex¬ 
ample. 

We  have  the  comfortable  hope. 
Sir,  that  it  will  appear  to  your  ma¬ 
jefty,  that  Popery  is  lefs  prevalent 
than  it  has  been  in  this  part  of  your 
dominions.  We  are  too  zealoufty 
attached  to  Proteftantifm  not  to  op- 
pofe  the  errors  of  the  church  of 
Rome,  as  well  in  controverfial  at¬ 
tacks,  as  in  the  more  fuccefsful 
way  of  teaching  the  doCtrines  of 
our  apoftclical  church  ;  adhering 
at  the  fame  time,  invariably  to  the 
principles  of  the  Reformation, 
which  direCt  us  to  oppofe  error  of 
every  kind,  by  argument  and  per® 
fuafion,  and  to  difavow  all  violence 
in  the  caufe  of  religion. 

May  Almighty  God,  who,  for 
our  fins,  hath  permitted  your  ma¬ 
jefty  to  be  involved  in  a  war,  juft, 
indeed,  and  neceftary,  but,  in  its 
own  nature,  productive  of  much 
calamity,  blefs  your  majefty’s  ef¬ 
forts 'with  decifive  fuccefs  ! 

It  becomes  us,  as  minifters  of  the 
gofpel,  to  praife  God  for  every 
victory  which  has  a  tendency  to  the 
blefiings  of  peace  ;  and  whenever 
it  (hall  pieafe  his  infinite  wifdom 
to  reftore  them  to  this  nation,  we 
fhall  farther  befeech  him  to  grant 
to  your  majefty  the  full  enjoyment 
of  thofe  blefiings  for  many  years, 
in  the  profperity  and  unanimous 
loyalty  of  your  (ubjeCts. 

Th  which  Ad  dr  efts  his  Majefty  was 
yleafed  to  return  the  following  moft 
gracious  Anjwer. 

I  Thank  you  for  your  congratu¬ 
lations  on  the  increafe  of  my 

family. 
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family,  and  the  happy  recovery 
of  the  queen. 

I  hear  with  pleafure  the  zeal  you 
exprefs  for  the  interefts  of  our  holy 
religion  ;  and  I  fhall  continue  to 
make  it  my  conftant  endeavour  to 
fupport  them  upon  the  principles 
of  the  Reformation,  againft  the 
incroachments  of  licentioufnefs  or 
fuperftition. 

Trufting  to  the  juflice  of  my 
caufe,  I  rely  on  the  continuance 
of  the  bleifings  of  Providence  on 
my  endeavours  to  reftore  to  my 
people  a  fafe  and  honourable 
peace. 


HOUSE  of  LORDS. 


Thurfday,  January  25,  1 781. 


THE  following  mefifage  from 
his  majefty  was  delivered  to 
the  houfe  by  Lord  Vifcount  Stor¬ 
mont,  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
northern  department,  and  was 
read  by  the  chancellor. 

“  George  R. 

“  His  majefty  judges  it  proper 
to  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
that,  during  the  recefs  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  he  has  been  indifpenfably 
obligated  to  direCt  letters  of  marque 
and  general  reprifals  to  be  iffued 
againft  the  States  General  of  the 
United  Provinces,  and  their  fub- 
jeCts. 

“  The  caufes  and  motives  of 
his  majefty ’s  conduct  on  this  occa- 
iion,  are  fet  forth  in  his  public 
declaration,  which  he  has  ordered 
to  be  laid  before  the  houfe. 

<e  His  majefty  has  with  the  ut* 
moft  reluCtance  been  induced  to 
take  an  hoftile  meafure  againft  a 
ftate,  whofe  alliance  with  this 
kingdom  ftood  not  only  on  the 


faith  of  ancient  treaties,  but  on 
the  founded:  principles  of  good 
policy. — His  majefty  has  ufed  every 
endeavour  to  prevail  on  the  States 
General  to  return  to  a  line  of  con¬ 
duct,  conformable  to  thofe  princi¬ 
ples,  to  the  tenor  of  their  engage¬ 
ments,  and  to  the  common  and 
natural  interefts  of  both  kingdoms, 
and  has  left  nothing  untried  to 
prevent,  if  poffible,  the  prefcnt 
rupture. 

His  majefty  is  fully  perfuaded 
that  the  juftice  and  neceffity  of  the 
meafures  he  has  taken,  will  be 
acknowledged  Jhy  all  the  world. 
— Relying  therefore  on  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  Divine  Providence,  and 
the  zealous  and  affectionate  fup¬ 
port  of  his  people,  his  majefty  has 
the  firmed  confidence,  that  by  a 
vigorous  exertion  of  the  fpirit  and 
refburces  of  the  nation,  he  fhall  be 
able  to  maintain  the  honour  of  his 
crown,  and  the  rights  and  into*- 
refts  of  his  people,  againft  all  his 
enemies,  and  to  bring  them  to 
liften  to  equitable  terms  of  peace.’' 


PROTEST  of  the  LORDS. 


Die  Jouis  2  50  Januarii ,  178!. 

OVED,  That  the  motion  for 
an  addrefs  to  his  majefty  on 
the  foregoing  meffage  be  poftpon- 
ed,  in  order  that  the  houfe  may 
take  into  confideration  another 
motion  *  for  an  addrefs  to  hi*  ma¬ 
jefty,  that  he  would  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  give  orders,  that  there 
be  forthwith  laid  before  this  houfe, 
copies  of  all  the  treaties  lately  fub- 
fifting  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  dates  of  the  Seven  United 
Provinces,  and  alfo  of  the  corre- 
fpondence  between  his,  inajefty’s 

minifters 


« 


/ 
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miniffers  and  Ills  late  ambaflador 
at  the  Hague,  and  of  all  memo- 
adals,  requifitions,  manifedos,  an- 
fvVers,  and  othef  papers,  which  have 
parted  between  the  two  courts, 
as  far  as  they  relate  in  any  refpeft 
to  the  prefent  rupture,  or  to  any 
mifunderdanding  or  complaints 
which  have  exifted  between  the  two 
nations  fmce  the  commencement  of 
hoftilities  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  provinces  of  North  Ame¬ 
rica/ 

Which  being  objected  to,  after 
long  debate,  the  quedion  was  put, 
whether  to  agree  to  the  faid  mo¬ 
tion  ? 

it  was  refolved  in  the  negative. 


Contents  — 

19 

Proxies  — - 

0 

Non  contents 

68 

Proxies  — 

16 

Dissentient, 

id.  Becaufe  we  cannot  confent 
to  involve  this  and  other  nations  in 
all  the  horrors  of  war,  but  upon 
the  cleared  proofs  both  of  judice 
and  neceflity  ;  and  it  would  be  pe¬ 
culiarly  inconfident  with  our  pub¬ 
lic  trud,  without  inch  evidence, 
to  give  a  parliamentary  fanction  to 
a  war  againd  the  ancient  and  na¬ 
tural  allies  of  this  nation. 

It  is  on  The  judice  of  our  caufe, 
and  on  the  abiolute  necertity  of 
proceeding  to  fuch  extremities, 
that  we  mud  be  aniwerable  to  God 
and  oar  confciences  for  a  meafure, 
which  neceffarily  plunges  millions 
of  innocent  people  in  the  utmod 
didrefs  and  nailery.  It  is  on  this 
foundation  alone  that  we  can  with 
confidence  pray  for  fuccefs,  or 
hope  for  the  protection  of  Provi¬ 
dence. 

We  conceive  that  a  careful,  and 
above  all,  an  impartial  examination 


of  the  correfpondence  between  hii 
iiiajedjPs  miniders  and  his  late  am¬ 
baflador  at  the  Hague,  and  of  all 
the  memorials,  complaints,  requi- 
fitions,  manifedos,  anfvverS,  and 
other  papers  which  have  parted  be¬ 
tween  the  two  courts,  as  far  as  they 
relate  in  any  refpefl  to  the  prefent 
rupture,  is  indifpenfable  to  war¬ 
rant  parliament  in  pronouncing 
whether  the  hodilities  which  hid 
majedv  has  authorized  his  fubjedts 
to  commence  againd  th6fc  of  the 
Seven  United  Provinces  are,  of 
are  not,  founded  in  judice,  and 
confequently  before  they  can  with 
propriety  offer  to  his  majedy  any 
advice,  or  promife  him  any  aifid- 
ance,  in  the  prefent  conjuncture. 

The  Hidden  attack  which  the 
miniders  have  advifed  his  majedy 
to  begin  againd  the  property  of 
our  neighbours,  failing  in  full  con¬ 
fidence  of  peace  and  of  their  al¬ 
liance  with  this  nation,  made  with¬ 
out  allowing  the  ufual  time  dipu- 
lated  by  treaties,  even  between 
enemies,  for  fecuring  the  property 
of  unluipeCting  individuals  in  cafe 
of  a  fudden  rupture,  is  a  proceed¬ 
ing  which,  till  explained,  mud 
appear  unwarranted  by  the  law  of 
nations,  and  contrary  to  good  faith; 
nor  can  we,  upon  the  bare  re¬ 
commendation  of  miniders,  approve 
of  fuch  a  conduct,  or  determine 
upon  the  nice  con  dr  action  of  trea¬ 
ties  and  reciprocal  obligations, 
without  fo  much  as  hearing-  what 
our  late  allies  and  friends  have  on 
their  fide  to  alledge. 

O 

But  the  influence  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  miniders  in  parliament  has 
been  fuch,  as  to  obtain  not  only 
the  rejection  of  a  motion  which 
has  been  made  for  this  neceffary 
information,  but  alfo  to  induce 
this  great  council  of  the  nation, 
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on  a  matter  deeply  affeding  their 
molt  important  intereds,  to  give 
a  folemn  opinion,  without  any 
knowledge  of  the  fads  on  which 
they  have  pronounced,  with  fo 
blindfold  a  compliance  to  the  will 
of  the  court. 

2dly,  Becaufe,  however  fufficient 
the  reafon  of  jullice  ought  to  be, 
that  of  expediency  may  perhaps  be 
more  prevalent,  and  is  not  wanting 
on  this  occafion. 

It  has  been  the  uniform  and  ap¬ 
proved  policy  of  our  ableft  ftatef- 
men,  for  near  a  century,  to  form 
alliances,  and  to  unite  with  the 
powers  on  the  continent  to  refill 
the  ambitious  attempts  of  the  Houfe 
of  Bourbon.  The  Proteftant  re¬ 
public  of  Holland,  from  the  free¬ 
dom  of  its  conllitution  and  fenti- 
ment,  as  well  as  from  its  religion, 
has  ever  been  deemed  a  valuable 
fupport  of  the  liberties  of  Europe. 
1  wice  have  they  been  on  the  very 
verge  of  falling  a  facrilice  to 
France  in  this  caufe,  and  we  can 
never  believe  that  their  old  affec¬ 
tion  to  Great  Britain  can  have 
been  alienated,  much  lefs  that  a 
dired  rupture  with  them  can  have 
become  neceffary  on  our  part,  with¬ 
out  grofs  mifmanagement  in  our 
councils.  We  cannot  but  form  the 
mod  ferious  apprehenfions  at  fee¬ 
ing  the  three  great  Proteftant  and 
free  countries  of  Great  Britain, 
North  America,  and  Holland,  fo 
weakening  each  other  by  war,  as 
to  become  an  eafy  prey  to  the 
ancient  enemy  of  them  all,  when¬ 
ever  fhe  fhall  pleafe  to  turn  her 
arms  again!!  them. 

We  are  not  infenfible  of  the 
diftrefsful  fituation,  with  refped 
to  the  armed  neutral  powers,  into 
which  we  have  been  led,  ftep  by 
flep,  by  the  unfortunate  American 
Vol.  XXIV. 


war ;  but  as  we  are  convinced  that 
wicked  and  weak  councils  have 
been  the  foie  caufe  of  that  un¬ 
happy  contell,  fo  we  are  perfuad- 
ed  that  honed  and  able  minilters 
might  have  prevented  this,  amongft 
fome  of  its  wretched  conl'e- 
quences. 

But  whilfl  the  fame  meafures, 
which  have  caufed  our  unexampled 
calamities,  continue  to  be  purfued 
and  cherilhed  ;  whillt  a  fyllem  of 
corruption  prevails,  which  muff 
exclude  both  ability  and  integrity 
from  our  councils  ;  whilft  every 
intereft  of  the  Hate  is  facrificed  to 
its  fupport,  and  every  attempt  at 
reformation  rejeded,  our  condi¬ 
tion  can  change  but  from  bad  to 
worfe. 

It  is  not  for  us  to  pretend  to 
foretell  events  which  are  in  the 
hands  of  Providence  ;  but  if  caufes 
are  fuffered  to  produce  their  natu¬ 
ral  confequences,  we  cannot  but 
apprehend  from  the  prefen t  con- 
dud  of  our  affairs,  every  danger 
to  this  country,  both  foreign  and 
domeftic,  to  which  a  nation  can 
be  expofed. 

Richmond,  Rockingham, 

Portland,  Devonfhire, 

Fitz  william,  Pembroke, 

Harcourt,  Coventry, 

Ferrers. 

SECOND  PROTEST* 

Dissentient, 

For  the  above  reafons,  and  for 
that,  inftead  of  being  convinced  of 
the  juftice,  neceflity,  or  policy,  ©f 
a  war  with  Holland,  as  we  ought 
to  be,  before  we  give  our  fandion 
to  that  meafure,  it  appears  to  us, 
as  far  as  the  information  we  poffefs 
enables  us,  to  be  equally  contrary 
to  the  interefts  of  both  countries, 
[H  and 
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and  to  the  inclinations  of  all  whofe 
inclinations  ought  to  influence  the 
councils  of  either.  Of  fuch  in¬ 
clinations,  in  many  refpeftable 
members  of  the  Dutch  govern¬ 
ment,  we  thought  we  faw,  and 
we  flaw  it  with  pleafure,  a  {effi¬ 
cient  indication  to  encourage 
us  to  hope,  that  it  is  not  yet 
too  late  to  open  a  negotiation, 
by  which,  if  condufted  with  the 
temper,  and  in  the  language  of 
conciliation,  we  may  avert  the 
evils  which  the  continuance  of  this 
unnatural  war  cannot  fail  to  pro¬ 
duce. 

With  this  view,  it  was  recom¬ 
mended  in  the  debates,  with  the 
earneftqefs  and  ferioufnefs  fui table, 
to  the  occalion,  not  to  lofe  an  hour 
in  proposing  a  reflation  of  hoflji- 
lities  with  Holland,  for  the.  pur--' 
pofe  of  meeting  and  cultivating  a 
friendly  difpofltion,  of  reconciling 
commercial  differences,  and  for  re- 
ftoring  that  union 'of  political  in-- 
sere  ids  which  has  been  hitherto 
thought  fundamentally  neceffary  to 
the  prefervation  of  the  Proteftant 
relio-ion,  and  of  the  liberties  of 
Europe.  The  inattention  of  his 
maje  fly’s  minifters  to  fuch  a  pro¬ 
portion,  in  the  actual  circum- 
ftances  of  this  country,  their  dif- 
inclination  to  the  objefts  of  it,  fo 
plainly  manifefted  by  the  unprece¬ 
dented  confifcations  intended  by 
their  proclamation  of  the  20th  of 
December  laft,  the  lofs  of  fo  va¬ 
luable  an  ally,  the  acceffion  of  fo 
coniiderable  a  force  to  the  for¬ 
midable  powers  .antecedently  com¬ 
bined  againft  us,  and  the  juft 
grounds  ft  affords  tp  apprehend  the  . 
acceilion  of  other  powers  to  that 
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combination,  leave  us  no  othef 
part  to  take,  as  members  of  this 
houfe,  after  having  ftated  our 
ideas  of  the  extent  of  the  danger, 
and  fuggefted  what  we  conceive  to 
be  the  beft  and  only  remedy,  than 
to  enter  our  fclemn  proteft  to  ex¬ 
culpate  ourfelves  from  being  ae- 
ceiTary  to  that  accumulation  of 
evils,  which  we  forefee,  and  think 
might  be,  but  will  not  be  pre¬ 
vented. 

Wycombe,  Portland, 
Camden,  Rockingham, 

Richmond,  Fitz  william, 
Ferrers,  Pembroke  *. 


LORDS  PROTEST. 

Die  Jovis  Mart.  21°,  1781. 

N  Aft  for  railing  a  certain 
fum  of  money  by  way  of 
annuities,  and  a  lottery  ;  and  for 
cpnfolidating  certain  annuities  which 
were  made  one  joint  flock,  by  an 
Aft  made  in  the  fecond  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  prefen t  majefty,  with 
certain  annuities  confolidated  by 
feveral  Afts  made  in  the  twenty- 
fifth  and  twenty- fixth  years  of  the 
reign  of  King  George  II.  and  in 
the  fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
prefen t  majefty  ; 

Moved,  “  That  the  faid  bill  be 
now  read  a  third  time,”  Which 
being  objefted  to,  after  debate  the 
queftion  was  put  thereupon  ;  and 
it  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  faid  bill  was  then  accord¬ 
ingly  read  a  third  time.  The 
queftion  was  put,  “  that  the  faid 
bill  do  now  pafs it  was  refolved 
in  the  affirmative. 


#  The  divifion  did  not  take  place  till  half  after  one  in  the  morning,  p or  did 
the  houfe  rife  till  pajft  two. 


Dis- 
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Dissentient, 

**  Becaufe  when  a  bargain  im¬ 
provident  in  its  terms,  corrupt  in 
its  operation,  and  partial  in  its 
riillributions,  is  negociated  by  a 
minider  afting  for  the  public,  its 
having  palled  through  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  can  be  no  reafon  for  its 
palling  without  obfervation  through 
the  tdoufe  of  Lords.  Without 
waving  our  undoubted  right  of 
giving  a  negative  to  this  or  any 
other  bill,  we  refpeft  the  principle 
of  public  credit  too  much  to  at¬ 
tempt,  at  this  junfture,  to  exer- 
cife  that  right,  though  if  we  look¬ 
ed  only  at  the  enormity  of  the 
abufe,  the  molt  direft  oppofition 
never  could  be  more  properly  call¬ 
ed  for. 

“  Twentv-one  millions  are  add- 

j 

ed  to  the  capital  of  the  dfebt  for 
a  loan  of  twelve  ;  five  and  a 
half  per  cent,  perpetual  annuity 
is  granted  ;  fix  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  pounds  are  to  be  levied 
in  the  yearly  taxes  upon  the  peo¬ 
ple.  In  fuch  a  fituation  the  mod 
rigid  ceconomy  ought  to  have  been 
ufed,  and  the  premium  on  the 
loan  ought  to  have  been  reduced 
in  proportion  to  the  exorbitance  of 
the  interell  to  be  paid.  Several 
circumftanees  appeared  favourable 
to  the  minider,  if  his  objeft  had 
been  to  ferve  his  country,  rather 
than  to  raife  a  faftion  for  his  own 
fupport.  Befides  the  profpeft  de¬ 
rived  from  the  beginning  of  a  ne¬ 
gotiation  for  peace,  it  is  allowed 
that  treble  the  fum  fubferibed  had 
been  offered,  and  a  very  large  part 
of  that  furplus  by  perfons  more  re- 
fponfible  than  very  many  of  thofe 
who  were  admitted.  In  that  fitua¬ 
tion,  fo  favourable  to  the  borrow¬ 
er,  where  the  being  permitted  to 
lend  was  fought  with  emulation. 


the  firll  CommilTioners  of  the  Trea- 
fury  chofe  to  make  a  bargain, 
opened  at  ten  per  cent,  premium 
the  day  after  the  loan. 

<c  This  price  was  not  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  mere  popular  opinion,  or 
of  artful  management,  but  was 
grounded  on  the  real  value  of  the 
great  body  of  the  other  docks  at 
the  time,  and  was  no  more  than, 
what  arofe  from  a  jud  relation  to 
the  red.  We  are  the  more  diffa- 
tisfied  with  this  fhameful  prodi¬ 
gality  of  public  money,  by  com¬ 
paring  it  with  the  period  when  a 
ftridl  and  confcientious  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  public  treafure  at  home 
became  a  foundation  for  the  glory 
of  our  arms  abroad.  During  the 
Duke  of  Newcaftle’s  adminidra- 
tion,  the  feveral  fuceffive  loans 
from  the  year  1758  inclufive,  to 
the  time  of  his  removal  from  office, 
never  exceeded  one  and  a  half  per 
cent,  at  the  opening  ;  they  were 
generally  lefs,  and  fometimes  at 
difeount.  Yet  the  national  cre¬ 
dit  was  in  vigour.  During  that 
time  forty-three  millions  were  bor¬ 
rowed.  In  thofe  happy  days,  the 
miniders  danding  on  national 
ground,  were  not  in  a  date  of 
fervitude  to  any  fet  of  men,  nor 
led,  through  a  falfe  fydem  of  po¬ 
litics,  to  aggravate  the  didredes 
of  their  country,  by  hiring  a  venal 
cry  to  perfonate  the  voice  of  the 
public,  and  to  give  fupport  to  the 
meafures  which  had  occafioned  fuc]i 
didredes. 

“  It  is  not  a  matter  of  fur  prize 
to  us,  at  a  time  when  fuch  things 
can  be  done  with  impunity,  that 
lords  of  the  greated  honour  and 
ability  have  wholly  difeontinued 
their  attendance.  But  it  is  not 
improper  that  thofe  lords  who  do 
fometimes  attend,  ffyould  record 

[X]  2  thfij* 
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their  names  in  teftimony  of  their 
ftrong  condemnation  of  the  terms 
of  this  loan,  and  of  the  motives, 
which,  they  conceive,  di&ated  terms 
fo  very  difadvantageous  to  the  crown 
and  the  nation. 

Rockingham, 

Portland, 

Olhorne, 
j.  St.  Afaph, 

De  Ferrers, 

Fitzwilliam, 

Bolton, 

Ponfonby.” 


Anfvoer  of  the  States  General  to  the 
Manifefo  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain. 

IF  ever  the  annals  of  the  world 
have  furnifhed  an  inftance  of  a 
free  and  independent  Hate  being 
attacked  by  an  enemy,  in  the  mofc 
nnjuftifiable  manner,  and  without 
the  leaft  appearance  of  right  or 
equity,  by  a  neighbouring  power 
allied  for  a  long  time,  and  bound 
by  ties  founded  on  the  bafts  of 
common  intereft,  it  is  without 
doubt  the  Republic  of  the  United 
States  of  the  Netherlands,  which 
finds  itfelf  in  that  cafe  with  his 
majefty  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
and  his  minifters.  From  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  difputes,  which  had 
arifen  between  that  kingdom  and 
its  American  colonies,  their  High 
MightineiTes,  nowife  obliged  to 
interfere,  had  taken  the  firm  and 
determined  refolution  to  adopt  and 
ftri&iy  to  adhere  to  the  moil  exa^l 
neutrality :  and  when  the  faid  dif¬ 
putes  had  kindled  the  flames  of  a 
war  which  hath  embroiled  more 
powers  than  one,  and  fpread  in 
ieveral  parts  of  the  world,  their 
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High  MightineiTes  have  conflantly 
obferved  and  maintained  the  fame 
line  of  conduct ;  whilft,  in  the  mean 
time,  they  have  taken  care  to  give 
on  many  occafions,  and  in  fome 
inftances  of  a  very  effential  nature, 
the  moll  convincing  proofs  of  their 
fincere  inclination  to  conform  to 
the  wilhes  of  his  majefty :  fo  far  as 
they  could  do  it  without  going 
again!!  the  rules  of  impartiality,  or 
bringing  in  queftion  their  rights  of 
fovereignty. 

It  was  with  this  view,  and  for 
this  purpofe,  that  their  High  Migh¬ 
tiness  from  the  beginning,  and  at 
the  requifition  of  his  Britannic  ma¬ 
jefty,  caufed  moil  exprefs  inhibi- 
tions  to  be  publiftied  again!!  the 
exportation  of  all  warlike  ftores  to 
the  colonies  of  his  Britannic  ma¬ 
jefty  in  America ;  and  again!!  all 
fraudulent  trade  with  the  laid  colo¬ 
nies  :  and,  in  order  that  the  faid 
prohibitions  fhould  be  more  effec¬ 
tually  carried  into  execution,  their 
High  MightineiTes  made  no  diffi¬ 
culty  to  take  fuch  farther  fteps  as 
greatly  circumfcribed  their  own  na¬ 
vigation,  and  the  trade  of  their 
fubje£ts  with  the  Dutch  colonies  in 
the  Weft- indies. 

It  was  to  further  the  above  pur- 
pofes,  that  their  High  Mightinef- 
les  fent  the  mo!!  exa£t  orders  to 
all  commanders,  and  governors  of 
their  colonies,  and  fettlements,  as 
well  as  to  the  commanders  of  their 
ftiips  of  war,  carefully  to  abftain 
from  doing,  in  regard  to  the  Ame¬ 
rican  Hag,  any  thing  from  which 
could  be  juftly  inferred  or  deduced 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  inde¬ 
pendency  of  the  faid  colonies  :  and 
it  is  alfo,  efpecially  to  the  above 
intent,  that  their  High  Mighti¬ 
neiTes  having  received  a  memorial 
prefented  to  them  by  the  Englifh 

ambafta- 
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smbaftador,  full  of  the  heavieft 
complaints  again  ft  the  Governor 
of  St.  Euftatia,  condefcended  to 
deliberate  on  the  faid  memorial  ; 
though  couched  in  terms  little 
confonant  with  the  regard  which 
fovereign  powers  owe  to  each 

other  :  the  confequence  of  the 
faid  deliberation  was  the  imme¬ 
diate  recall  of  the  faid  governor, 
whom  their  High  Mightineftes 

called  to  an  account  for  his  con¬ 

duit,  and  who  was  not  permitted 
to  return  to  his  refidence  till  he 
had  cleared  himfelf  of  all  the 

charges  brought  againft  him,  be¬ 
fore  a  court  of  juftice  ;  a  copy  of 
whofe  proceedings  was  foon  after 
tranfmitted  to  the  minifter  of  his 
Britannic  Majefty. 

By  fuch  meafures  as  thefe,  their 
High  Mightineftes,  who  always 
earneftly  wifhed  to  avoid  giving 
the  fmalleft  caufe  of  difcontent  to 
his  Britannic  majefty,  have  con- 
ftantly  endeavoured  to  promote  and 
cultivate  perfed  harmony  ;  but  his 
Britannic  majefty’s  conduit  towards 
the  Republic  has  been  diametrically 
oppoftte. 

The  differences  between  the 
courts  of  London  and  Verfailles 
had  fcarcely  broke  out,  when  they 
beheld  the  ports  of  England  filed 
with  Dutch  veftels,  which  were 
unjuftly  feized  and  detained  :  thefe 
veftels  navigated  upon  the  faith  of 
the  treaties,  and  were  not  laden 
with  any  other  merchandife  than 
what  the  exprefs  tenor  of  the  trea¬ 
ties  had  declared  free  and  legal. 
They  beheld  thofe  free  cargoes 
forced  to  fubmit  to  an  arbitrary 
and  defpotic  authority.  The  ca¬ 
binet  at  St.  James’s  knowing  no 
other  rule  than  an  aftumed  right  of 
temporary  convenience ,  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  appropriate  thofe  cargoes  to 
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the  ufe  of  the  crown  by  a  forcible 
purchafe,  and  to  employ  them  in 
the  fervice  of  the  king’s  navy. 
The  moft  earneft  and  ferious  re- 
prefentations  on  the  part  of  their 
High  Mightineftes  againft  thefe 
proceedings  were  ineffectual,  and 
it  was  in  vain  that  they  urged,  in 
the  ftrongeft  manner  poffible,  the 
treaty  fubftfting  between  England 
and  the  Republic.  By  this  treaty, 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  neu¬ 
tral  flag  are  decifively  and  clearly 
ftated.  The  fubjeCts  of  Great 
Britain  had  fully  enjoyed  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  this  treaty,  in  the  lirft 
and  only  cafe,  wherein  it  pleafed 
the  Court  of  London  to  remain 
neuter,  whilft  the  Republic  was 
engaged  in  a  war.  Certainly  then 
in  -  a  reciprocal  cafe  that  court 
could  not,  without  the  greateft  in- 
juftice,  refufe  the  enjoyment  of 
the  fame  advantages  to  the  Re¬ 
public  ;  and  as  little  right  as  his 
Britannic  majefty  had  to  withhold 
the  advantageous  effeCls  of  this 
treaty  from  their  High  Mightinef- 
fes,  he  had  as  little  foundation  for 
attempting  to  make  them  quit  she 
neutrality  they  had  embraced,  and 
to  force  them  to  plunge  into  a 
war,  the  caufe  of  which  related 
immediately  to  the  rights  and  pof- 
feftions  of  his  Britannic  majefty 
lying  beyond  the  limits  of  defen- 
five  treaties.  —  And,  notwithftand- 
ing  this  treaty,  his  majefty,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  differ¬ 
ence  with  the  crown  of  France, 
has  made  no  fcruple  of  infringing 
and  violating  it.  The  trefpaftes 
and  infractions  made  on  this  treaty 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  and 
the  arbitrary  decifions  of  the  courts 
of  juftice  in  that  kingdom,  di- 
re£l!y  contrary  to  the  exprefs  func¬ 
tion  of  the  fame  treaty,  multi- 
[T]  ,  '  plied 
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plied  daily.  The  merchant  veflels 
became  the  innocent  victims  of  the 
exactions  and  accumulated  vio¬ 
lences  of  the  Englifh  men  of  war 
and  privateers.  They  did  not 
however  reft  there,— The  very  flag 
of  the  ftates  was  not  {pared,  but 
openly  and  outrageoufly  infulted 
by  a  hoftile  attack  upon  the  con¬ 
voy,  under  the  care  of  the  Rear- 
Admiral  Comte  de  By  land.  The 
ftrongeft  reprefen tatio ns  from  the 
ftates  to  his  Britannic  majefty  were 
difiegarded,  the  (hips  taken  from 
the  convoy  were  declared  good 
prizes,  and  this  infult  on  the  flag 
of  the  Republic  was  very  foon  fol¬ 
lowed  by  an  open  violation  of  their 
neutral  territory,  as  well  in  Europe 
as  America.  They  will  content 
themfelves,  however,  with  reciting 
two  examples. 

At  the  ifland  of  St.  Martin  his 
Britannic  majefty  attacked,  and 
carried  away  by  force  feveral  veffels 
that  lay  at  anchor  under  the  cannon 
of  the  fort,  where,  according  to 
the  inviolable  rights  of  mankind, 
the  veflels  ought  to  have  found  a 
fecure  afylum.  The  inful ts  com¬ 
mitted  by  an  armed  Englifh  veffel 
on  the  coaft  of  the  Republic,  near 
Geedereede ,  furnifh  a  fecond  exam¬ 
ple  of  thefe  violations.  Thefe  in- 
fults  were  carried  fo  far,  that  many 
inhabitants  of  the  ifland,  who  dwelt 
on  the  fhore,  where  they  ought  to 
have  fuppofed  themfelves  fecure 
from  any  difturbance,  were  expos¬ 
ed,  by  the  violence  of  the  fire  from 
the  fliips,  to  fuch  imminent  dan¬ 
ger,  that  they  were  forced  to  re¬ 
tire  to  the  interior  part  of  the 
ifland.  Yet,  for  sthefe  unheard  of 
proceedings,  the  Republic,  not- 
withftanding  the  ilrongeft  and  beft 
founded  reprefen ta dons,  has  not 
©btained  the  fmalieft  fatisfaciion. 


Affairs  being  thus  fttuated,  ft? 
that  their  High  Mightineffes  had 
no  other  alternative  left  them,  but 
to  fee  the  navigation  and  commerce 
of  their  fubjeCts,  on  which  the 
ruin  or  profperity  of  their  Repub¬ 
lic  alone  depends,  totally  annihi¬ 
lated,  or  elfe  to  adopt  meafures 
hoftile  to  their  old  friend  and  ally  ; 
at  this  period  the  Emprefs  of  Ruf- 
fia,  urged  by  a  generous  magna¬ 
nimity  of  difpofition,  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  interfere,  and  with  as  much 
affection  as  humanity  invited  the 
Republic  to  take  the  jufteft  mea¬ 
fures,  and  fuch  too  as  were  en¬ 
tirely  confiftent  with  the  treaty 
fuhfifting  between  the  ftates  and 
other  powers,  for  the  defending 
and  maintaining,  in  conjun&ion 
with  her  Imperial  majefty,  and  the 
other  northern  powers,  thofe  pri¬ 
vileges  and  immunities  which  the 
rights  of  nations,  and  the  molt 
foie mn  treaties  allowed  to  neutral 
flags. 

This  invitation  could  not  but  be 
infinitely  agreeable  to  their  High 
Mightineffes,  fince  they  eonfidered 
it  as  a  means  of  fecuring  the  undif- 
turbed  commerce  of  their  fuhjects 
upon  the  moft  folid  bafis,  and  as 
holding  out  a  method  of  protecting 
their  independence  againit  every 
infraction,  at  the  fame  time  that 
it  propofed  nothing  at  all  deroga¬ 
tory  to  the  alliance  contracted  be¬ 
tween  them  and  his  Britannic 
majefty,  or  the  other  belligerent 
powers.  But  this  was  a  meafure 
of  which  the  Court  of  London  en¬ 
deavoured  to  deprive  the  Republic, 
by  proceeding  with  precipitation 
to  the  moft  defperate  extremities, 
by  recalling  their  ambaffador,  by 
the  publication  of  a  manifefto, 
containing  a  lift  of  fictitious  grie¬ 
vances,  and  by  granting  letters 
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cf  marque  and  pretended  reprifal 
againlt  the  dates,  their  fubje&s, 
and  their  property,  by  which  vio¬ 
lence  indeed  this  court  did  nothing 
more  than  clearly  carry  into  proof 
and  practice  the  dedgns  which  they 
have  for  a  long  time  faltered,  of 
difregarding  the  true  and  effential 
intereds  which  connedt  the  two  na¬ 
tions,  and  of  dedroying  the  bonds 
of  their  ancient  amity  by  an  attack 
fo  replete  with  injuflice. 

It  will  not  be  at  all  necedary  to 
enter  into  an  elaborate  refutation 
of  the  reafons,  and  pretended  griefs 
Which  were  alledged  in  the  mani- 
fefto,  to  convince  every  impartial 
man  of  their  entire  want  of  folidity. 
It  will  be  fufficient  to  obferve,  in 
few  words,  with  refpedt  to  the  of¬ 
fer  which  was  made  by  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majefty  for  opening  an  ami¬ 
cable  conference,  that  the  foie 
objedl  of  thefe  conferences  could 
only  be  this,  to  take  into  coil  li¬ 
beration  the  naval  treaty  ipoken  of 
above  ;  that  the  condru&ion  of  this 
treaty,  conceived  as  it  is,  in  terms 
the  mod  clear  and  exprels*  could 
not  be  a  fubjedt  of  any  doubt  or 
equivocation  ;  that  it  gives  the 
neutral  powers  a  free  right  of  con¬ 
veying  to  the  belligerent  powers  all 
kinds  of  naval  dores  ;  that  the 
Republic,  neither  propofmg  any 
thing  elfe  to  themfelves,  nor  dedr- 
ing  any  thing  more  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  majedy,  than  the  quiet, 
undidurbed  enjoyment  of  rights, 
dipulated  in  this  treaty,  a  point 
fo  manifed,  and  incontrovertibly 
equitable,  could  not  perceive  any 
reafon  or  motive  for  a  negociation, 
or  any  other  new  convention,  which 
mud  have  been  derogatory  to  the 
treaty  in  quellion,  particularly  as 
their  High  Mightinedes  could  not 
prevail  upon  themfelves,  nor  ex¬ 
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perience  the  lead  difpodtion  to  re¬ 
nounce,  voluntarily,  rights  judly 
acquired,  nor  to  defid  from  their 
rights  by  a  regard  for  the  Court 
of  England  ;  a  renunciation,  which 
though  advantageous  to  one  of  the 
belligerent  powers,  would  be  to¬ 
tally  incompatible  with  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  neutrality,  and  by  which 
their  High  Mightinedes  would, 
from  another  quarter,  have  fub- 
jefled  the  date  to  dangers,  which 
they  think  it  is  their  duty  mod 
folemnly  to  avert.  A  renunciation 
alfo  which  would  have  carried  with 
it  a  mod  irreparable  injury  to  their 
commerce  and  navigation,  which 
is  the  principal  fupport  of  the 
Republic,  and  the  fource  of  all 
their  profperity  ;  for  the  different 
branches  of  their  commerce  are 
feverally  fo  intimately  conne&ed 
with  each  other,  fo  as  to  form  one 
whole,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  fe- 
parate  one  part  of  fo  principal  a 
nature  as  was  expected,  by  the 
Court  of  London,  without  the  en¬ 
tire  ruin  and  dedruftion  of  the  ge¬ 
neral  body  :  not  to  mention  that 
at  this  time,  when  their  High 
Mightinedes  made  a  reafonable 
difficulty  of  acceding  to  the  pro- 
poled  conference,  they  yet  qualified 
and  tempered  this  ede&ual  exer- 
cife  of  their  rights  by  a  provifional 
refolution. 

As  for  the  fuccours  required, 
their  High  Mightinedes  cannot 
diffemble  that  they  never  could 
conceive  how  his  Britannic  majedy 
thought  himfelf  judified  to  inlid, 
under  the  mod  didant  appearance 
of  right  or  equity,  for  the  affid- 
ance  dipulated  by  the  treaties,  at 
the  time  when  he  had  already  fore¬ 
gone  the  obligation  which  they 
impofed  on  him  towards  the  Re¬ 
public.  Their  High  Mightinedes 
[T]  4  were 
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were  not  lefs  furprized  to  fee  that, 
whilft  the  difturbances  in  America, 
and  their  diredl  confequences,  could 
not  affedft  the  Republic  by  virtue  of 
any  treaty,  and  that  the  affiftance 
had  not  been  required  before  the 
declaration  of  the  Court  of  Spain 
had  increafed  the  number  of  the 
belligerent  powers  ;  his  Britannic 
majefty  had  neverthelefs  taken  oc- 
cafion,  from  this  event,  to  infill  on 
his  demand  with  fo  much  ardor 
and  earnellnefs,  as  if  his  majelly 
had  a  right  to  pretend  and  main¬ 
tain,  that,  a  war  being  once  kin¬ 
dled  between  him  and  fome  other 
power,  was  alone  fufficient  to  com¬ 
pel  the  Hates  to  grant  dire&ly,  and 
without  any  previous  examination, 
the  faid  ftipulated  affiftance. 

The  Republic,  it  is  true,  had 
bound  itfelf  by  treaties  to  aid  and 
affift  the  kingdom  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  whenever  that  power  lhould 
be  attacked  or  threatened  with  an 
unjull  war  :  the  Republic  was 
moreover  to  declare  war  in  fuch 
a  cafe,  againll  the  aggreffor ;  but 
their  High  Mightinelles  never  in¬ 
tended  to  give  up  that  right  which 
is  the  nature  of  a  defenfive  al¬ 
liance,  and  which  cannot  be  dif- 
puted  to  the  allied  powers,  to  ex¬ 
amine  fir  ft,  and  before  they  grant 
the  required  affiftance,  or  take 
part  in  the  war,  the  principles  of 
the  dilfentions  which  have  prevail¬ 
ed  ;  the  nature  of  the  differences 
from  which  they  fprang ;  as  alfo 
to  inveftigate  and  maturely  weigh 
the  reafons  and  motives  which  may 
inforce  the  Cafus  Feeder  is ,  and 
which  are  to  form  the  bafis  of  the 
equity  apd  lawfulnefs  of  the  war, 
on  the  part  of  that  confederate 
Hate  claiming  the  aforefaid  affift¬ 
ance.  There  is  not  a  treaty  ex¬ 
tant,  by  which  their  High  Migh- 


tineffes  have  foregone  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  ftates,  or  facri- 
ficed  their  interefts  to  thofe  of 
Great  Britain,  fo  far  as  to  deprive 
themfelves  of  the  right  of  fo  ne- 
ceffary  and  indifpenfible  an  exa¬ 
mination  ;  by  taking  fuch  fteps  as 
might  infmuate,  that  they  lhould 
be  looked  upon  as  compelled  to 
fubmit  to  the  pleafure  of  Great 
Britain,  by  granting  the  required 
affiftance ;  even  when  the  above 
court,  being  at  variance  with  an¬ 
other  power,  thinks  proper  to  pre¬ 
fer  a  war  to  an  amicable  accom¬ 
modation  on  well  fupported  com¬ 
plaints. 

It  is  not  therefore  through  fpirit 
of  party,  or  the  fcheme  of  a  pre¬ 
dominant  cabal,  but  after  a  mature 
deliberation,  and  by  a  defire  of 
fupporting  the  deareft  interefts  of 
the  Republic,  that  all  the  provin¬ 
cial  ftates  relpeftively  have,  with 
one  voice,  .  teftified  they  were  of 
opinion,  that  the  affiftance  requir¬ 
ed  lhould  be  politely  refufed  ;  and 
their  High  Mightineffes  would  not 
have  failed  to  communicate  to  his 
Britannic  majefty,  in  confequence 
of  thofe  refolutions,  an  anfwer  to 
the  repeated  requefts  for  affiftance, 
had  they  not  been  prevented  from 
fo  doing,  by  the  violent  and  un¬ 
precedented  infult  offered  to  the 
Dutch  flag,  under  the  command  of 
Rear-Admiral  Byland;  by  their 
being  refufed  red  refs  on  fo  ferious 
a  matter,  and  by  his  majefty’s  de¬ 
claration,  no  lefs  ftrange  than  un¬ 
juft,  in  regard  to  the  fufpenlion  of 
the  treaties  which  fubfifted  between 
him  and  the  Republic.  Thefe  were 
fo  many  events,  which,  as  they 
required  deliberations  of  a  differ¬ 
ent  kind,  put  an  end  to  thofe 
which  were  held  in  confequence  of 
the  aforefaid  requifitions.  It  is  in 

vain. 
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vain,  and  in  oppofition  to  all 
truth,  that  endeavours  have  been 
ufed  to  multiply  the  number  of 
grievances,  by  alledging  the  fup- 
preffion  of  dudes  on  exports,  as  a 
meafure  calculated  to  facilitate  the 
carrying  of  naval  (lores  over  to 
France  :  for,  befides  that  the 
faid  fuppreffion  is  an  objeCt  which 
refpeCts  the  interior  regulation  of 
commerce,  to  which  all  fovereigns 
have  an  uncontroverted  right,  and 
for  which  they  are  accountable  to 
no  one,  the  matter  has  been  put 
in  deliberation,  but  never  finally 
refolved  upon  ;  fo  that  thole  duties 
are  ftill  on  the  former  footing  ; 
and  what  is  fet  forth  refpeCling 
this  matter  in  the  manifeflo,  is  to¬ 
tally  groundlefs,  though  it  cannot 
be  denied,  that  the  conduct  of  his 
Britannic  majefly  towards  the  Re¬ 
public,  furnifhed  their  High  Migh- 
tineffes  with  but  too  many  motives 
to  juflify  fuch  a  meafure  on  their 
part. 

The  difpleafure  of  his  Britannic 
majefly,  in  regard  to  what  has  been 
done  for  Paul  Jones,  is  equally 
groundlefs.  Their  High  Mighti- 
neffes  had  for  many  years  before 
given  general  and  pofitive  orders 
for  the  admiffion  into  their  ports, 
of  all  privateers  and  armed  (hips, 
with  their  prizes  ;  orders  which 
have  been  obferved  and  executed 
without  the  lead  exception  :  in 
this  cafe  their  High  MightinefTes 
could  not  defifl  from  fuch  orders, 
in  regard  to  an  armed  fhip,  which, 
provided  with  a  commiffion  from 
the  American  Congrefs,  was  in 
the  Texel,  together  with  the  fri¬ 
gates  of  a  fovereign  power,  with¬ 
out  aftuming  the  part  of  judges, 
and  giving  a  decifion  in  a  matter 
which  their  High  MightinefTes 
were  not  obliged  to  take  any  cog- 
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nizance  of,  and  in  which  it  feem- 
ed  ;o  them  contrary  to  the  intereii 
of  the  Republic  to  interfere  :  their 
High  MightinefTes,  therefore, 
thought  it  befl  not  to  fwerve  from 
the  rules  eflablifhed  for  fo  long  a 
time,  but  refolved  to  lay  the 
flrongefl  injunctions,  left  the  faid 
privateers  and  armed  ihips  fhould 
take  in  any  warlike  ftores,  and 
defired  them  to  quit  the  road  as 
foon  as  poffible,  without  being 
permitted  to  fojourn,  but  juft  as 
long  as  would  prove  absolutely  ne- 
cefTary  to  repair  the  damages  Suf¬ 
fered  at  fea  ;  declaring  formally 
at  the  fame  time,  that  in  cafe  of 
a  longer  delay,  their  departure 
fhould  be  pofitively  infilled  upon. 
To  this  purpofe,  the  commanding 
officer  in  the  faid  road  took  care 
to  make  every  requifite  difpoii- 
tion,  the  effeCls  of  which  the  pri¬ 
vateer  of  Paul  Jone6  had  hardly 
time  to  prevent.  In  regard  to 
what  has  happened  in  other  parts 
of  the  world,  the  informations 
tranfmitted  to  their  High  Mighti¬ 
nefTes,  from  time  to  time,  from  the 
Eaft  Indies,  are  in  direCt  oppofition 
to  thofe  which  Teem  to  have  been 
laid  before  his  Britannic  majefly. 
The  frequent  complaints  of  the 
Eaft  India  direction,  addreffed  to 
them,  and  which  the  love  of  peace 
had  obliged  the  latter  to  fmother, 
as  it  were,  in  their  breads,  are  fo 
many  incontrovertible  proofs  of  the 
affertion.  The  meafures  taken  in 
regard  to  the  Weft  Indies,  before 
mentioned,  will  ferve  at  all  times 
for  an  unqueftionable  proof  of  the 
Sincerity  of  the  zeal,  and  of  the 
attention  with  which  their  High 
MightinefTes  have  affiduoufly  en¬ 
deavoured  to  obferve,  in  thele 
countries,  the  moft  exaft  and  llriCfc 
neutrality  ;  nor  could  their  High 

Mighn* 
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MightinefTes  find  out  the  leaff  le-  infilled  on  the  punifhmenf,  could 
gal  proof  of  any  infradion  of  not,  of  courfe,  but  appear  very 
their  orders  in  this  refped.  ffrange  to  their  High  MightinefTes; 

As  for  what  concerns  the  pro-  that  if  he  did  not  receive  the  very 
jcd  of  an  eventual  treaty  of  com-  fame  day  an  anfvver  to  his  memo- 


mere  e  with  North  America,  framed 
by  a  member  of  the  government  of 
the  province  of  Holland,  without 
the  fandion  of  any  public  autho¬ 
rity  ;  and  the  memorials  pre Tent¬ 
ed  on  this  matter  by  the  cheva¬ 
lier  Yorke,  the  matter  happened  as 
follows  ; 

As  foon  as  this  ambaftador 
had  prefen  ted  a  memorial,  dated 
Nov.  10,  1780,  their  High  Migh- 
tineffes,  without  noticing  the  ex- 
prefiions,  rather  unbecoming  be¬ 
tween  fovereigns,  with  which  tins 
memorial  abounded,  did  not  delay 
entering  into  the  moft  ferious  de¬ 
liberation  on  that  matter ;  and  by 
their  refolution  of  the  27th  of  the 
larne  month,  they  did  not  hefitate 
to-  difclaim  and  difapprove  pub¬ 
licly  whatever  had  been  done  in 
this  affair. 

After  this  they  had  every  rea- 
fon  to  exped  that  his  Britannic 
Majefly  would  have  acceded  to  this 
declaration*  fince  lie  could  not  be 
ignorant  that  their  High  Mighti- 
nefi'es  have  no  jurifdidion  over  the 
refpedive  provinces,  and  that  it 
was  to  the  States  of  Holland,  to 
whom,  as  being  inverted,  as  the 
States  of  the  other  provinces,  with 
a  fovereign  and  exclufive  authority 
over  their  fubjeds,  was  to  be  fub- 
mitted,  an  affair  which  their  High 
MightinefTes  had  no  reaibn  to  doubt 
but  the  other  States  of  the  faid  pro¬ 
vinces  would  regulate  according  to 
the  exigency  of  the  cafe,  and  con¬ 
formably  to  the  laws  of  the  State, 
and  the  principles  of  equity.  The 
eagernefs  with  which  the  chevalier 
Yorke,  by  his  fecond  memorial 


rial  in  every  refped  fatisfadory, 
he  fhould  find  himfelf  obliged  to 
acquaint  his  court  thereof  by  ari 
extraordinary  courier.  Their  High 
MightinefTes*  informed  of  this  de¬ 
claration,  foon  perceived  its  im¬ 
portance,  as  a  manifeftation  of  th@ 
meafures  already  determined  on  in 
the  king’s  council  ;  and  although, 
according  to  the  ertablifhed  cuftom, 
fuch  verbal  declarations  from  fo¬ 
reign  minirters  admit  of  no  deli¬ 
beration,  they  neverthelefs  thought 
proper  to  fet  it  afide  on  this  occa¬ 
sion,  and  to  defire  their  recorder 
to  wait  on  the  chevalier,  and  in¬ 
form  him,  that  his  memorial  had 
been  taken  ad  referendum ,  by  the 
deputies  or  the  refpedive  provinces, 
according  to-  the  received  cuftom 
and  conffitution  of  government  • 
adding,  at  the  fame  time,  what 
Teemed  designedly  omitted  in  the 
manifeffo,  that  they  would  endea¬ 
vour  to  frame  an  aofwer  to  his  me¬ 
morial  as  foon  as  poffible,  and  the 
conffitution  of  government  would 
permit.  In  ccnfequence  thereof, 
a  few  days  after,  the  deputies  of 
the  province  of  Holland  gave  no¬ 
tice  to  the  afiembly  of  their  High 
MightinefTes,  that  the  hates  "of 
their  province  had  unci  'uoce,  re- 
folved  to  require  the  advice  of 
their  court  of  juffice  in  regard  to 
the  requisition  of  punifhment,  re* 
qu'erting  the  faid  court  to  give 
their  opinion  as  foon  as  poffible, 
foregoing  all  other  affairs.  Their 
High  Miglitinefles  did  not  fail  to 
acquaint  the  chevalier  Yorke  with 
the  above  refolve  ;  but  what  was 
their  furprize  and  artoniihnient, 

when 


STATE 

When  thev  underftood  that  the  faid 
ambaftador,  after  having  read  his 
lnftrudions,  had  fent  a  note  to  the 
recorder,  wherein  he  called  the 
abovefaid  refolve  illuftve,  and  flat¬ 
ly  refuled  to  tranfmit  it  to  his  court ! 
This  obliged  their  High  Mighti- 
nefles  to  fend  it  to  Count  Welderen, 
their  minifter  at  London,  with  or¬ 
ders  to  lay  it  immediately  before 
the  minifter  of  his  Britannic  Majef- 
ty  ;  but  the  refufal  of  the  latter 
created  an  obftacle  to  the  execution 
of  thole  orders. 

All  the  circumftances  of  this  af¬ 
fair  being  thus  expofed,  the  impar¬ 
tial  public  will  be  enabled  to  ap¬ 
preciate  the  principal  motive,  or 
rather  pretence,  to  which  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty  has  had  recourfe, 
in  order  to  give  a  fcope  to  his  de- 
figns  again  A  the  Republic.  To  this 
we  may  reduce  the  whole  matter  : 
his  Majefty  was  informed  of  a  ne- 
gociation  which  would  have  taken 
place  between  a  member  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  one  of  the  provinces, 
and  a  reprefentative  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  congrefs  ;  which  negociation  in- 
intended  to  lay  the  plan  of  a  treaty 
of  commerce  to  be  concluded  be¬ 
tween  the  Republic  and  the  faid 
colonies,  cafu  quo ,  that  is  to  fay, 
that  in  cafe  the  independency  of 
thofe  colonies  ftiould  be  acknow¬ 
ledged  by  the  crown  of  England ; 
this  negociation,  although  condi¬ 
tional,  and  holding  by  a  claufe 
which  depended  on  the  anterior 
aft  of  his  majefty,  this  negociation, 
which  without  the  faid  ad,  or  an¬ 
terior  declaration,  could  not  have 
the  leaft  efFed,  was  fo  mifconftrued 
by  his  Majefty,  and  excited  his 
difpleafure  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
he  thought  proper  to  require  from 
the  States  a  public  difavowal  and 
disapprobation,  as  well  as  a  com- 
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plete  puniftiment  and  fatisfadion  : 
it  was  in  confequence,  and  with¬ 
out  the  leaft  delay,  that  their 
High  Mightinefles  acceded  to  the 
firft  part  of  his  requifition  ;  but 
the  puniftiment  infilled  upon  was 
not  within  their  power,  and  they 
could  not  aflfent  to  it,  without  link¬ 
ing  at  the  root  of  the  fundamental 
conftitution  of  the  ftate.  The  States 
of  the  province  of  Holland  were 
the  only  ones  to  which  it  per¬ 
tained  lawfully  to  take  cognizance 
of  it,  and  to  provide  thereto  by 
the  ordinary  means  and  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  laws.  This  fove- 
reign  ftate  adhering  to  the  max-, 
ims  which  oblige  them  to  refped 
the  authority  of  the  laws,  and 
fully  convinced  that  the  main¬ 
taining  that  department  in  all  the 
integrity  and  impartiality  which 
are  inseparable  from  it,  is  the  firm- 
eft  bafts  of  the  fupreme  power  % 
that  fovereign  ftate,  obliged  by 
what  is  held  moft  facred,  to  defend 
and  proted  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  its  fubjeds,  could  not  forget  it- 
felf  fo  far  as  to  fubmit  to  the  wdll 
of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  by  at¬ 
tempting  to  overturn  thofe  rights 
and  privileges,  and  exceeding  the 
limits  prefcribed  by  the  fundamen¬ 
tal  laws  of  its  government  :  thefe 
laws  required  the  intervention  of 
the  judicial  department,  and  thofe 
were  the  means  which  the  above 
Hates  refolved  to  ufe,  by  requiring 
on  this  objed,  the  advice  of  the 
court  of  juftice,  eftabliftred  in  their 
province. 

By  an  adherence  to  this  method 
it  was,  that,  befoie  the  eyes  of  his 
Britannic  Majefty,  the  Englifti  na¬ 
tion,  and  all  Europe,  were  dif- 
played  the  unalterable  principles 
of  that  juftice  and  equity  which 
form  the  leading  feature  of  the 

i  Dutch 
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Dutch  conkitution,  and  which,  in 
fo  important  a  part  of  public  ad- 
jninikration,  (we  mean  that  which 
concerns  the  exercife  of  the  jufti- 
ciary  power)  will  for  ever  ferve  as 
a  bulwark  againk  whatever  could 
militate  with  the  fecurity  and  in- 
dependance  of  a  free  nation.  It 
was  alfo  by  thcfg  means,  and  by 
following  this  road,  that,  far  from 
precluding  jukice,  or  evading  the 
punikiment  required,  a  free  courfe, 
on  the  contrary,  has  been  laid  open 
to  a  regular  procefs,  conformably 
to  the  conkitutional  principles  of 
the  Republic  ;  and  by  the  fame 
reafon,  in  ihort,  depriving  the 
court  of  London  of  any  pretence 
to  complain  of  a  denial  of  jullice, 
q^re  has  been  taken  to  anticipate 
the  leak  fhadow,  or  appearance  of 
reafon,  which  might  have  autho¬ 
rized  that  court  to  make  reprifais  ; 
to  which,  neverthelefs,  it  has 
had  reCourfe  without  fcruple,  in 
a  manner  equally  odious  and  ufh- 
juk. 

To  thefe  ends,  and  knee,  after 
the  repeated  outrages  and  heavy 
Ioffes  which  the  fu’bjeCts  of  this 
Republic  muk  have  experienced 
from  his  Britannic  Majeky,  their 
High  MightineiTes  find  themfelves 
furthermore  provoked,  and  alfailed 
by  his  aforefaid  Majeky,  and  com¬ 
pelled  to  ufe  thofe  means  which 
they  have  in  hand,  in  order  to  de¬ 
fend  the  precious  rights  of  their 
liberty  and  independence ;  they 
entertain  the  firmek  hope  that  the 
Lord  of  hoks,  the  God  of  their 
fathers,  who,  by  the  palpable  di¬ 
rection  of  Providence,  fupported 
and  carried  this  Republic  through 
the  greatek  dangers,  will  blefs  the 
means  which  they  have  determined 
to  employ,  by  crowning  the  jukice 
of  their  arms,  with  the  ever-tri- 


umphant  affiftance  of  his  omnipo¬ 
tent  protection  ;  whilk  their  High 
MightineiTes  will  ardently  figh  af¬ 
ter  the  inkant,  when  they  fhall  fee 
their  neighbour  and  old  ally,  but 
now  their  enemy,  recalled  to  fen- 
timents  more  moderate  and  equit¬ 
able.  And  it  is  at  that  period, 
where  their  High  MightineiTes  will 
improve  all  the  opportunities 
which,  confonant  with  the  honour 
and  independence  of  a  free  kate, 
may  tend  to  a  reconciliation  be¬ 
tween  them  and  their  old  friend 
and  ally. 

Thus  given  and  fettled  in  the 
afiembly  of  their  High  Mighti¬ 
neiTes,  our  lords  the  States  Gene¬ 
ral  of  the  United  Provinces,  at  the 
Hague,  the  10th  day  of  March, 
1781. 

Signed,  Cocq.  Haaftan,  Vt. 

By  command,  H,  Fa  gel. 


Copy  of  the  Maritime  Treaty 
between  the  Emprefs  of  Pvfjia  and 
the  King  of  Denmark ,  acceded  t& 
by  the  King  of  Sweden ,  and  States 
General  ef  the  United  Provinces* 

ARTICLE  I. 

HEIR  refpeCtive  majekies 
are  fully  and  lincerely  de¬ 
termined  to  keep  upon  the  mok 
friendly  terms  with  the  prefent  bel¬ 
ligerent  powers,  and  preferve  the 
mok  exaCi  neutrality  :  they  folemn- 
ly  declare  their  firm  intention  to 
be,  that  their  refpeCtive  fubjefts 
fhall  kriftly  obferve  the  laws  for¬ 
bidding  all  contraband  trade  with 
the  powers  now  being,  or  that 
may  hereafter  be,  concerned  in  the 
prefent  difputes. 

II.  To  prevent  all  equivocation 
or  mifun^erkanding  of  the  word 

contra- 
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contraband,  their  imperial  and 
royal  majellies  declare  that  the 
meaning  of'  the  faid  word,  is  folely 
retrained  to  fuch  goods  and  com¬ 
modities  as  are  mentioned  under 
that  demonination  in  the  treaties 
fubfifling  between  their  faid  ma- 
jeflies  and  either  of  the  belligerent 
powers.  Her  imperial  majelty  abid¬ 
ing  principally  by  theXth  and  Xlth 
articles  of  the  treaty  of  commerce 
with  Great  Britain  ;  the  conditions 
therein  mentioned,  which  are  found¬ 
ed  on  the  right  of  nations,  being 
underilood  to  extend  to  the  kings 
of  France  and  Spain  ;  as  there  is 
at  prefent  no  fpecific  treaty  of 
commerce  between  the  two  latter 
and  the  former.  His  Danifh  ma¬ 
jefty,  on  his  part,  regulates  his 
conduct  in  this  particular  by  the 
firft  article  of  his  treaty  with 
England,  and  the  XXVIth  and 
XXVIIth  of  that  fubfifling  be¬ 
tween  his  faid  majefty  and  the 
king  of  France,  extending  the 
provifions  made  in  the  latter  to  the 
Catholic  King  ;  there  being  no 
treaty  ad  hoc ,  between  Denmark 
and  Spain. 

III.  And  whereas  by  this  means 
the  word  contraband ,  conformable 
to  the  treaties  now  extant,  and  the 
flipulations  made  between  the  con¬ 
trafling  powers,  and  tbofe  that  are 
now  at  war,  is  fully  explained  ; 
efpecially  by  the  treaty  between 
Ruffia  and  England  of  the  20th  of 
June  1766  ;  between  the  latter  and 
Denmark,  of  the  1  ith  of  July  i(xjotj' 
and  between  their  Danifh  axd  mod: 
Chriflian  Majellies,  of  Auguft  23d, 
1742  ;  the  will  and  opinion  of  the 
high  contrafling  power?;,  are,  that 
all  other  trade  whatfoe.Ver  lhail  be 
deemed  and  remain  free  and  unre- 
flrained. 

By  the  declaration  delivered  to 


the  belligerent  powers,  their  con¬ 
trafling  majellies  have  already 
challenged  the  privileges  founded 
on  natural  right,  whence  fpring  the 
freedom  of  trade  and  navigation  ;  as 
well  as  the  right  of  neutral  powers  ; 
and  being  fully  determined  not  ta 
depend  in  future  merely  on  an  ar¬ 
bitrary  interpretation,  devifed  to 
anfwer  fome  private  advantages  or 
concerns,  they  mutually  covenanted 
as  followeth  : 

Firft,  That  it  will  be  lawful  for 
any  fliip  whatever  to  fail  freely  from 
one  port  to  another,  or  along  the 
coaft  of  the  powers  now  at  war. — 
zdly.  That  all  merchandife  and  ef¬ 
fects  belonging  to  the  fubjefls  of  the 
faid  belligerent  powers,  and  (hip¬ 
ped  on  neutral  bottoms,  (hall  be 
entirely  free  ;  except  contraband 
goods. — 3dly,  In  order  to  afeer- 
tain  what  conftitutes  the  blockade 
of  any  place  or  port,  it  is  to 
be  underftood  to  be  in  fuch  predi¬ 
cament,  when  the  aflailing  power 
has  taken  fuch  a  ftation,  as  to 
expofe  to  imminent  danger,  any 
fliip  or  fliips  that  would  attempt 
to  fail  in  or  out  of  the  faid  ports, 
— 4thly,  No  neutral  fliips  lhail  be 
flopped  without  a  material  and 
well-grounded  caufe  :  and  in  fuch 

o# 

cafes  juftice  fhall  be  done  to  them 
without  lofs  of  time  ;  and  befides 
indemnifying,  each  and  every 
time,  the  party  aggrieved,  and  thus 
flopped  without  fufficient  caufe, 
full  fatisfaclion  fhall  be  given 
to  the  high  contra&ing  powers, 
for  the  infult  offered  to  their 
flag. 

IV.  In  order  to  protect  officially 
the  general  trade  of  their  refpec- 
tive  fubjedls,  on  the  fundamental 
principles  aforefaid,  her  Imperial, 
and  his  royal  majefty  have  thought 
proper,  for  effecting  fuch  purpofe, 

each- 
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each  refpedively  to  fit  out  a  propor¬ 
tionate  rate  of  ihips  of  war  and  fri¬ 
gates.  The  fquadron  of  each  of 
the  contrading  powers  fiiali  be  Ra¬ 
tioned  in  a  proper  latitude,  and 
Ilia]!  be  employed  in  efcorting  con¬ 
voys  according  to  the  particular  cir- 
com Ranees  of  the  navigators  and 
traders  of  each  nation. 

V.  Should  any  of  the  merchant¬ 
men  belonging  to  the  fiibjeds  of 
the  contrading  powers,  fail  in  a 
latitude  where  fhall  be  no  Riips  of 
war  of  their  own  nation,  and  thus 
be  deprived  of  the  protedion  ;  in 
fhch  cafe,  the  commander  of  the 
fquadron  belonging  to  the  other 
friendly  power  Stall,  at  the  requeR 
©f  faid  merchantmen,  grant  them 
fincerely,  and  lonq  fide,  ail  necef- 
fary  affiRance.  The  Riips  of  war 
and  frigates,,  of  either  of  tbe  con- 
trading  powers,  fnall  thus  proted 
and  affift  the  merchantmen  of  the 
other:  provided  neverthelefs,  that 
under  the  fandion  of  fuch  required 
affiRance  and  protedion,  no  con¬ 
traband  be  carried  on,  nor  any  pro¬ 
hibited  trade,  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  the  neutrality. 

VI.  The  p relent  convention  can¬ 
not  be  fuppofed  to  have  any  rela¬ 
tive  effed  ;  that  is  to  extend  to  the 
differences  that  may  have  arifen 
fince  its  being  concluded  :  unlefs 
the  controverfy  fhould  Spring  from 
continual  vexations  which  might 
tend  to  aggrieve  and  opprefs  all 
the  European  nations. 

V I I .  1  f,  notwithstanding  the  cau¬ 
tious  and  friendly  care  of  the  con- 
trading  powers,  and  their  Ready 
adherence  to  an  exad  neutrality, 
the  Ruffian  and  Danifh  merchant¬ 
men  fhould  happen  to  be  infill  ted, 
plundered,  or  captured  by  any  of 
the  armed  Ihips  or  privateers  be¬ 
longing  to  any  of  the  belligerent 


powers :  in  fuch  cafe  the  ambaffador 
or  envoy  of  the  aggrieved  party, 
to  the  offending  court,  fhall  claim, 
fuch  fhip  or  ihips,  inRRing  on  a 
proper  latisfadion,  and  never  ne- 
gled  to  obtain  a  reparation  for 
the  infult  offered  to  the  Rag  of 
his  court.  The  mini  Ret  of  the 
other  con  trading  power  fhall  at 
the  fame  time,  in  the  moR  effica¬ 
cious  and  vigorous  manner,  defend 
fuch  requisition,  which  fhall  be  fup- 
ported  by  both  paries  with  unani¬ 
mity.  But  in  cafe  of  any  refufal, 
or  even  delay  in  redreffiog  the  griev¬ 
ances  complained  of ;  then  their 
majeRies  will  retaliate  again  ft  the 
power  that  fnall  thus  refufe  to 
do  them  juftice,  and  immediately 
agree  together  on  the  moR  pro¬ 
per  means  of  making  well-found¬ 
ed  reprifals. 

VIII.  In  cafe  either  of  the  con- 
trading  powers,  or  both  at  the 
fame  time,  fhould  be  in  any  man¬ 
ner  aggrieved  or  attacked,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  prefect  conven¬ 
tion,  or  for  any  reafon  relating 
thereto ;  it  is  agreed,  that  both 
powers  will  join,  ad  in  concert  for 
their  mutual  defence,  and  unite 
their  forces  in  order  to  procure  to 
themfelves  an  adequate  and  per- 
fed  fatisfadion,  both  in  regard  to 
the  infult  put  upon  their  refpedive 
Rags,  and  the  Ioffes  buffered  by 
their  fubjeds,. 

IX^  This  convention  Rial!  re¬ 
main  in  force  for  and  during  the 
continuance  of  the  prefent  war; 
and  the  obligation  enforced  there¬ 
by,  will  lerve  as  the  ground-work 
of  all  treaties  that  may  be  fet  on 
foot  hereafter  :  according  to  future 
occurrences,  and  on  the  breaking 
out  of  any  frefti  maritime  wars 
which  might  unluckily  diRurb  the 
tranquillity  of  Europe.  Mean¬ 
while, 
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while,  all  that  is  hereby  agreed 
upon  fhall  be  deemed  as  binding 
and  permanent,  in  regard  both  to 
mercantile  and  naval  affairs,  and 
fhall  have  the  force  of  law  in  de¬ 
termining  the  rights  of  neutral 
nations. 

X.  The  chief  aim  and  principal 
objeft  of  the  prefent  convention 
being  to  fecure  the  freedom  of 
trade  and  navigation,  the  high 
contrafling  powers  have  antece¬ 
dently  agreed,  and  do  engage  to 
give  to  all  other  neutral  powers 
free  leave  to  accede  to  the  prefent 
treaty,  and,  after  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  principles  on 
which  it  refls,  fhare  equally  in 
the.  obligations  and  advantages 
thereof. 

XI.  In  order  that  the  powers, 
How  at  war,  may  not  be  ignorant 
of  the  ftrength  and  nature  of  the 
engagements  entered  into  by  the 
two  courts  aforefaid  ;  the  high- 
contrafling  parties  fhall  give  no¬ 
tice,  in  the  moll  friendly  manner, 
to  the  belligerent  powers,  of  the 
meafures  by  them  taken  ;  by  which, 
far  from  meaning  any  manner  of 
hoflility,  or  caufing  any  lofs  or 
injury  to  other  powers,  their  only 
intention  is  to  proteft  the  trade 
and  navigation  of  their  refpeftive 
fubjefts. 

XII.  This  convention  fhall  be 
ratified  by  the  contrafling  powers, 
and  the  ratifications  interchanged 
between  the  parties  in  due  form, 
within  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks,  from 
the  day  of  its  being  figned,  or 
even  fooner,  if  poffible.  In  wit- 
nefs  whereof,  and  by  virtue  of  the 
full  powers  granted  us  for  the  pur- 
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pofe,  we  have  put  our  hands  and 
foals  to  the  prefent  treaty. 

Given  at  Copenhagen,  July 
the  19th,  1780.  ' 

(Signed) 

Charles  D’Osten,  called 
SOKEN. 

J.  SCHACK  RATLAU, 

A.  P.  Compte  Bernstorff. 

O.  Thoft. 

H.  Eiksteot, 

Acceded  to,  and  figned  by  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  the  court  of 
Sweden,  at  Peterfburgh,  21ft  of 
July,  1780,  and  by  the  States- 
General  accepted  Nov.  20,  1780, 
and  figned  at  Peterfburgh,  Jan.  5, 
1781,  with  the  addition  only  of 
article. 

XIII.  If  the  refpeftive  fquadrons, 
or  fhips  of  war,  fhould  meet  or 
unite,  fo  aft  in  conjunftion,  the 
command  in  chi^f  will  be  regulated 
according  to  what  is  commonly 
praftifed  betvyeen  the  crowned  heads 
and  the  Republic. 


'V 

P’o  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of 
Great  Britain  in  Parliament  af- 
fembled  * . 

9  he  humble  Petition  of  the  Britijh 
Subjects  ref  ding  in  the  Provinces  of 
Bengal,  Bahar  and  Orijfa ,  and 
their  feveral  Dependencies . 

Sheweth, 

“  *  |  THAT  your  petitioners,  la- 
JL  bouring  under  the  weight 
of  many  and  great  grievances, 
know  not  where  to  apply  for  re¬ 
lief  with  fo  much  propriety  and 
confidence  as  to  the  Commons  of 
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Great 


REGISTER,  1781. 


304]  A  N  N  U  A  L 

Great  Britain  in  parliament  aflem- 
bled,  the  great  guardians  of  tfie 
liberties  and  properties  of  Britilh 
fubjeds. 

**  That  your  petitioners  humbly 
conceive  there  are  certain  rights 
inherent  in  Englilhmen,  and  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  moil  facred  ads  of 
the  legifiature,  which  no  power  on 
earth  can  legally  deprive  them  of, 
where  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  are 
in  force. 

“  That  your  petitioners  obferv- 
ed,  with  the  deeped:  concern  and 
afflidion,  that  at  the  palling  of  the 
ad  of  the  13th  George  III,  inti¬ 
tuled,  “  An  ad  for  eftablilhing 
*e  certain  regulations  for  the  belt 
€<  management  of  the  affairs  of 
€t  the  Eall  India  Company,  as  well 

in  India  as  in  Europe  and 
previous  to  it,  very  erroneous  re¬ 
ports  had  been  propagated,  and  in¬ 
jurious  ideas  entertained,  of  the 
principles  and  pradices  of  the  Bri¬ 
tilh  fubjeds  redding  within  thefe 
provinces  ;  from  which  it  was  in¬ 
ferred,  that  they  required  more  ri¬ 
gorous  rellraints  and  coercions  than 
have  been  ufually  impofed  upon 
Englilhmen. 

<(  That  your  petitioners,  know¬ 
ing  fuch  reports,  when  applied  to 
the  community,  to  be  void  of  all 
foundation  in  truth,  did  flatter 
themfelves  that  time,  better  in¬ 
formation,  and  their  own  loyal 
and  obedient  condud,  would  have 
convinced  their  enemies,  and  the 
whole  Englifh  nation,  of  the  in- 
juftice  and  cruelty  of  thefe  fuppo- 
fitions,  and  have  excited  the  known 
candour  of  the  Britilh  Parliament 
to  frame  in  their  vvifdom  fuch  or¬ 
dinances  and  regulations  as  were 
better  adapted  to  the  real  circum- 
ilances  and  fituation  of  your  pe¬ 
titioners. 


et  That  your  petitioners  have 
for  fome  years  vainly  flattered 
themfelves  with  this  expedation, 
and  now  find,  to  their  unfpeak- 
able  forrow,  that  their  dutiful  fub- 
milfion  appears  only  to  have  en¬ 
couraged  the  Juliices  of  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  to  proceed  flep  by 
flep  in  reducing  them  to  the  moll 
grievous  diltrefs,  till  your  petiti¬ 
oners  have  in  fad  been  put  out 
of  the  law  by  a  declaration  from 
the  Bench  on  a  folemn  occaflon, 
that  the  ad  of  parliament  above 
recited  was  not  intended  for  the  fe- 
curity  and  protedion  of  the  whole, 
but  for  the  immediate  protedion  of 
a  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  thefe 
provinces. 

“  That  your  petitioners  humbly 
conceive  that  the  trial  by  jury,  in 
all  cafes  where  it  can  be  granted,  is 
one  of  thofe  inherent,  unalienable, 
and  indefeafible  rights,  of  which 
neither  time  nor  circumftances  can 
deprive  a  Britilh  fubjed  living  un¬ 
der  Britilh  laws ;  yet  the  juliices  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  in 
Bengal  have,  by  the  adual  or 
affumed  powers  of  a  charter  grant¬ 
ed  under  an  ad  of  parliament, 
refufed  to  allow  your  petitioners 
the  benefit  of  this  facred  bulwark 
of  their  freedom,  except  in  cri¬ 
minal  cafes ;  thereby,  as  your  pe- 
tioners  apprehend,  ading  in  di- 
red  contradidion  to  the  late  ad 
of  parliament,  to  the  fundamen¬ 
tal  law  of  the  land,  and  the  Great 

Charter  of  Britilh  liberties. - — 

This  grievance,  fo  infupportable, 
mull  come  home  to  the  break  of 
every  Englishman ;  and  none  wall 
feel  it  more  fenfibly  than  the 
enlightened  Members  of  a  Britilh 
fenate. 

((  With  all  due  fubmiflion  to 
the  will  of  their  moll  gracious 

Sovereign., 
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Sovereign,  and  with  the  mod  loyal 
and  fin  cere  affe&ion  for  his  perfon, 
family,  and  government,  your  pe¬ 
titioners  humbly  apprehend,  that 
neither  letters  patent,  nor  any 
other  grant,  can  be  valid  if  made 
contrary  to  the  known  law  of  the 
land  :  yet  the  laid  Jultices,  acting 
under  letters  patent,  aiTume  a 
power  not  only  to  fine  and  impri- 
ion  your  petitioners,  but  to  decide 
on  all  a&ions  for  damages  for  per- 
fonal  wrongs,  both  determining 
the  fa6t,  and  affeffing  the  damages 
to  any  amount,  at  their  own  dif- 
cretion,  thereby  taking  to  them- 
feives  an  uncontrouled  dominion 
over  the  perfons  and  property  of 
your  petitioners,  to  the  great  fear 
and  imminent  danger  of  all  Bri¬ 
tish  fubjeCls. 

“  Your  petitioners  humbly  con¬ 
ceive,  that  in  all  fubjeft  dates, 
but  more  efpecially  in  one  fo  re¬ 
mote  from  the  feat  of  empire, 
where  the  difproportion  between 
the  governing  power  and  thofe 
governed  is  fo  great  as  to  make 
the  prefent  fafety  and  future  per¬ 
manency  of  the  dominion  itfelf 
depend  entirely  upon  the  preca¬ 
rious  tie  of  ideal  Superiority,  that 
all  poflible  tendernefs  and  caution 
fnould  be  ufed  to  prevent  that 
opinion  being  weakened  or  de- 
ftroved,  or  the  authority  and  re¬ 
putation  of  the  government  lef- 
fened,  left  the  multitude  fhould 
be  encouraged  to  put  themfelves 
on  a  level  with  their  rulers,  and 
lofe  that  idea  of  their  fuperior 
power  by  which  alone  they  are 
held  in  fubjeCHon  ;  but,  to  the 
great  mortification  and  alarm  of 
your  petitioners,  they  fee  the  re- 
ipeCl  and  veneration  which  the 
natives  have  hitherto  manifeded 
for  the  government  daily  decreaf- 
Vol,  XXIV. 
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ing,  owing,  as  your  petitioners 
verily  believe,  to  the  extenlion  of 
the  authority  of  the  court,  aCling 
independent  of  the  government, 
to  perfbns  and  cafes  where  they 
conceive  it  never  was  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  legidature  to  allow 
them  to  add :  a  lpirit  of  contempt 
for  its  authority,  and  for  Eu¬ 
ropeans  in  general,  heretofore  un¬ 
known,  diffudng  itfelf  among  the 
natives,  which,  if  not  redrained 
in  due  time,  mud  terminate  in 
difaffcCUon  and  reddance,  and  ul¬ 
timately  cccafion  the  deftruCHon 
of  the  Britifh  fubje&s  redding  in 
thefe  provinces,  and  the  lofs  of 
thefe  valuable  dominions  to  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain  for  ever. 

That  your  petitioners  enter¬ 
taining  the  mod  perfect  conviction 
of  the  truth  of  thefe  observations, 
fuggeded  by  the  reddance  Ihevvn 
to  the  authority  of  government  in 
various  parts  of  ^hefe  provinces, 
and  by  the  late  daring  tumult, 
heretofore  unprecedented,  which 
happened  in  open  day  in  the  ca¬ 
pital,  and  at  the  entrance  of  the 
feat  of  judicature  itfelf,  offer  them 
with  fubmiffion  to  your  mod  -fe- 
rious  condderation. 

“  Your  petitioners  have  been 
informed,  and  believe,  that  ex poji 
fatto  and  retrofpeddive  laws  are 
contrary  to  natural  judice,  incom¬ 
patible  with  the  laws  of  England, 
and  irreconcileable  to  the  feelings 
of  a  Britifh  parliament,  and  that 
they  are  held  in  abhorrence  by 
the  nation. — That  if  thefe  princi¬ 
ples  are  admitted  in  England, 
and  acknowledged  to  be  produc¬ 
tive  of  the  mod  fatal  confequences, 
they  mult  apply  dill  more  forcibly 
to  a  fubjefted  country  dtuated  at 
the  didance  of  half  the  globe, 
where  the  manners,  cudoms,  laws, 

[U]  '  and 
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and  prejudices  of  the  people  dif¬ 
fer  fo  widely  from  thofe  of  the 
governing  nation.  Your  peti¬ 
tioners  appeal  to  the  humanity  of 
the  Britifh  Parliament  to  reflect 
on  the  innumerable  hardlhips 
which  mad  enfue,  and  the  uni- 
verfal  confufion  which  mull:  be  oc- 
cafioned,  as  well  to  perfonal  rights 
as  to  private  and  public  property, 
by  giving  to  the  voluminous  and 
intricate  laws  of  England  a  bound- 
lefs  and  retrofpedlive  power  in  the 
midlt  of  Afia,  and  by  an  applica¬ 
tion  of  thofe  laws,  made  for  the 
freed:  and  moil:  enlightened  people 
on  earth,  the  principle  of  vvhofe 
conftitiation  is  founded  in  virtue 
and  liberty,  to  tranfa&ions  with 
the  natives  of  India,  who  have 
from  time  immemorial  lived  under 
a  defpotic  government,  eftablilhed 
on  fear  and  reftraint.  And  your 
petitioners  moll  earneftiy  call  upon 
you  to  confider  what  mult  be  the 
fears,  what  mull  be  the  terrors  of 
individuals,  to  had  their  titles  to 
property,  their  tranfadlions  and 
engagements  with  natives,  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  eilablifhment  of  the 
court  of  judicature,  tried  by  the 
#  itandard  of  Englilh  law,  and  by 
men  educated  under  its  forms,  and 
unavoidably  imbibing  its  prejudi¬ 
ces  ;  when  no  fuch  laws  could  be 
known  to,  or  pradlifed  by,  natives 
or  Europeans,  then  residing  in 
the  country,  and  at  a  time  too, 
when  few  or  no  perions  of  a  legal 
knowledge  were  in  the  country  to 
afiifl  or  advife  them. 

“  Your  petitioners  humbly  con¬ 
ceive,  that  no  tyranny  can  be 
more  dreadful  in  its  operations, 
or  more  fatal  in  its  confequences, 
than  that  a  court,  eftablifhed  by 
law,  with  all  the  authority  of  one 
'of  the  ftrft  courts  in  England, 


Gl  ST  ER,  •  1 7 S t . 

Ihould  alfo  poftefs  undefined  powers 
and  j  u  ril’d  iction,  of  which  the 
judges  of  it  are  the  foie  interpre¬ 
ters,  and  under  no  controul,  but 
at  the  immenfe  diltance  of  the 
mother  country  ;  yet  fuch  is  the 
fituation  of  your  petitioners  ;  they 
are  placed  within  the  reach  of  this 
two-edeed  weaoon,  furrounded 
with  the  toils  and  pitfalls  of  the 
law,  in  a  country  where  perjury 
is  almoll  a  profefiion,  unknowing 
where  they  may  reft  in  fafety  :  for 
the  judges  of  this  court  can,  at 
pleafure,  determine  on  the  deno¬ 
mination  of  a  civil  injury,  the  de¬ 
gree  of  its  criminality,  by  what 
llatutes  it  fhall  be  tried,  what  pe¬ 
nalties  fhall  be  mflidled,  and  who 
are,  and  who  are  not,  amenable 
to  the  jurifdi&ion  of  the  court. 
The  Judges  have  declared  that 
they  are,  by  the  charter  of  juftice, 
empowered  to  moderate  the  laws 
of  England  by  the  cuftoms  of  this 
country ;  but  their  information 
refpedling  thefe  cuftoms,  can  only 
be  obtained  from  fuch  witneftes  as 
appear  before  them,  and  it  is  in 
the  breads  of  the  judges  to  admit 
or  rejedt  what  evidence  they  pleafe. 
This  power  has  filed  your  peti¬ 
tioners  with  the  utmoft  terror  and 
difmay.  If  it  had  remained  with 
a  body  of  jurors,  acquainted 
with  the  language  of  the  natives, 
informed  as  to  their  cuftoms,  and 
bound  by  oath  to  decide  with 
truth  and  juftice,  there  would 
have  exifted  no  foundation  for 
either. 

“  Your  petitioners  perceived, 
with  heart-felt  fatisfadlion,  that 
the  faid  adt  had  provided  fome 
barrier  agalnft  oppreftion,  by  au- 
thorifing  an  appeal  from  the  de¬ 
crees  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  his 
Majefty  in  Council,  which  his 

Majefty 
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Majefty  lias  alfo  been  moll  gra- 
ciouily  pleafed  to  recognize  in  his 
charter  of  juftice  ;  but  the  hopes 
of  relief  railed  upon  this  founda¬ 
tion,  vanilhed  from  before  us, 
when  your  petitioners  found  that 
the  judges  of  the  court  had  not 
only  taken  upon  themfelves  to 
make  and  alter  the  rules  of  it, 
but  that  they  could  receive  or  re- 
fufe  what  evidence  they  thought 
proper,  and  that  the  appeal  could 
only  be  heard  under  thefe  rules, 
and  upon  the  evidence  recorded 
during  the  trial.  P.emoved  at 
fuch  a  vail:  diftance  from  the  tri¬ 
bunal  of  juftice,  before  an  unjuft 
or  illegal  fentence  could  be  re- 
v'erfed,  the  fufferer  might  fall  a 
vidim  to  penury,  or  perilh  by  im- 
prifonment.  Eut  from  an  appeal 
under  fuch  circumftances,  what 
fedrefs  can  your  petitioners  ob¬ 
tain  ? 

w  Your  petitioners  entertain  all 
the  becoming  refped  for  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  charter  of  juftice, 
and  the  utrnoft  reverence  for  their 
Sovereign,  whofe  fandion  it  has 
received;  yet  they  cannot  but  ob- 
ferve,  that  by  the  powers  dele¬ 
gated  in  this  charter,  men  are 
conftituted  the  judges  of  their  own 
ads,  which  appear  to  your  peti¬ 
tioners  highly  improper  and  in- 
confiftent.  For  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  Calcutta  are 
empowered  to  fit  alfo  as  a  Court 
of  Chancery,  and  in  this  capacity 
to  revile,  corred,  refeind,  or  con¬ 
firm  decifions  palled  by  themfelves, 
whilft  ading  as  judges  in  a  court 
of  law  :  and  by  another  part  of 
their  inftitution,  they  poftefs  the 
power,  ami  they  alone,  of  flaying 
execution  in  criminal  cafes  till  his 
majefty’s  pleafure  be  known. 

There  is  a  principle  in  hu- 
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man  nature  which  inevitably  im- 
prelfes  a  bias  upon  the  mind  in 
favour  of  its  own  decifions ;  and 
experience  has  decided,  that  rea- 
fou  and  philofophy  are  too  weak 
to  reftrain  it  :  but  in  all  well-re¬ 
gulated  communities,  when  the 
confequence  of  any  principle  is 
forefeen,  or  found  to  be  fatal,  the 
wifdom  of  the  legillature  inter-, 
pofes  to  check  its  operation.  Your 
petitioners  have  the  moll  perred 
convidion,  that  the  poftible  evils 
of  this  power  did  not  occur  to 
their  molt  merciful  Sovereign, 
when  his  approbation  was  confer¬ 
red  on  the  charter  of  juftice,  and 
that  they  require  only  to  be  pointed 
out  to  enfure  redrefs. 

Your  petitioners,  with  all  de¬ 
ference,  conceive  that  there  mult 
be  fome  fundamental  error  in  that 
inftitution,  which  requires  a  more 
than  ordinary  degree  of  temper, 
ability,  and  integrity, *0  carry  its 
purpofes  into  execution  ;  and*  they 
do  not  hefitate  to  declare,  that  to 
adminiller  the  power  appertaining 
to  the  inftitution  of  the  Supreme 
Court  without  ^extenfive  public 
detriment,  and  partial  ads  of  pri¬ 
vate  feverity  and  injuftice,  (if  it 
be  poftible  at  all)  requires  more 
equity  and  moderation,  difeern- 
ment  and  enlightened  abilities, 
than  they  can  hope  to  find  in  any 
men.  To  what  extent  the  judges 
cf  his  ma jelly’s  court  may  poffefs 
thofe  qualities,  your  petitioners  do 
not  pretend  to  decide,  and  Hill 
lefs  to  after t  that  they  do  not  pof¬ 
fefs  them  at  ail  ;  but  they  com¬ 
plain  of  the  jurifdidion,  of  the 
uncontrolled,  unlimited  powers, 
with  which  the  court  is  veiled,  and 
with  the  execution  of  which  no 
men  are  to  be  trulled. 

Your  petitioners  can  bear 
[  V]  2  dill  rtfs 
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diftrefs  like  men,  but  they  mu/l 
alfo  feel  like  men,  and  fpeak  theie 
feelings  like  Englifhmen.  If  the 
language  of  complaint  is  warm, 
let  it  be  attributed  to  the  dread  of 
future  injuries,  from  a  keen  fend- 
bility  of  what  is  pad;.  Your  pe¬ 
titioners  claim  a  trial  by  jury  as 
their  birth -right ;  and  they  folicit 
to  be  relieved  from  the  other  great 
grievances  they  labour  under.  fo 
a  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons  they 
appeal,  with  the  firmed  reliance 
on  its  wifdom,  judice,  and  huma¬ 
nity  ;  and  in  appealing  to  fuch  a 
tribunal,  they  perceive  their  ap- 
prehenfions  yield  to  the  mod  flat¬ 
tering  hopes  of  a  fpeedy  redrefs. 

££  Your  petitioners  therefore 
humbly  pray,  that  you  will  be 
pleafed  to  take  into  confideration 
the  following  requefts — 

“  To  grant  a  trial  by  jury  in 
all  cafes  where  it  is  by  law  eda- 
blifhed  in  England. 

“  To  limit  the  retrofpedhive 
powers  of  the  court  to  the  time  of 
its  edablifhment  in  Bengal. 

**  To  define,  beyond  the  power 
of  diferetional  didindlion,  the  per- 
fons  who  are  and  who  are  not  ame¬ 
nable  to  the  jurifdidiion  of  the 
court. 

“  To  declare  what  Aa  utes  fhall, 
and  what  datutes  fhall  not  be  in 
force  in  Bengal. 

ts  To  diredt  and  circumfcribe 
the  power  of  the  court  in  the  ad- 
miflion  and  rej edlion  of  evidence, 
fo  as  that  all  rejected  evidence  may 
accompany  the  appeal  by  way  of 
affidavit  or  otherwife. 

To  appoint  didindt  and  fepa- 
rate  judges  for  the  law  and  equity 
fides  of  the  court. 

“  To  redore  the  ancient  and 
conditutional  power  of  hearing  ap¬ 
peals  in  the  fil’d  indance,  to  the 


fupreme  authority  in  this  govern¬ 
ment,  formerly  veded  in  the  pre- 
fident  and  council,  and  now  veded 
in  the  governor-general  and  coun¬ 
cil. 

To  lodge  a  power  of  daying 
executions  in  criminal  cafes,  till 
his  majedy’s  pleafure  be  known, 
in  the  governor-general  and  coun¬ 
cil. 

And  your  petitioners  fhall  ever 
pray.” 

Calcutta  in  Bengal ,  Feb.  26,  1779* 

Signed  by  fix  hundred  and  forty  f even 
p erfo  ns. 


Petition  of  the  Jews  at  St.  Euda- 
tius  to  Admiral  Rodney  and  Ge¬ 
neral  Vaughan. 

To  their  Excellencies ,  the  Command¬ 
ing  Officers  in  Chief  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefyd  s  Army  and  Navy 
in  the  Wed  Indies. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excelleacies, 

^T^'O  permit  us  in  the  name  and 
£  on  the  behalf  of  ourfelves  and 
others  of  the  people  of  the  Hebrew 
nation,  refidents  in  the  ifland  of 
Saint  Eudatius,  humbly  to  ap¬ 
proach  your  excellencies,  and  with 
heartfelt  anguifn,  to  lay  our  grie¬ 
vances  before  you,  and  fay  :  that 
it  was  with  the  utmod  concern  and 
adonifKment,  we  have  already,  not 
only  received  your  excellencies  af- 
flicling  order  and  fentence,  to  give 
up  the  keys  of  our  ilores  with  an 
inventory  thereof,  and  of  our 
houfehold  plate  and  furniture,  and 
to  hold  ourfelves  in  readings  to 
depart  this  iiland,  ignorant  of  our 
dedination,  and  leaving  our  be¬ 
loved  wives  and  helplefs  children 
behind  us,  and  our  property  and 

effects 
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effects  liable  to  Seizure  and  con- 
fifcation  ;  but  alfo  find,  that  thefe 
orders  are  for  the  major  part  car¬ 
ried  into  execution,  a  number  of 
our  brethren  having,  on  Tuefday 
the  thirteenth  inftant,  been  fent  on 
board  a  fhip,  and  have  not  fines 
been  heard  of.  Such  unexpected 
orders  as  thefe  from  Britifh  com¬ 
manders,  whofe  principal  charac¬ 
teristic  is  “  mercy  and  humanity,” 
have  not  only  been  productive  of 
the  molt  horrid  and  melancholy 
feenes  of  diltrefs  and  confufion, 
that  ever  Britifh  eyes  beheld  un¬ 
der  the  fatal  consequences  of  a 
rigid  war,  but  numbers  of  families 
are  now  helplefs,  difconfolate,  and 
in  an  abfolute  date  of  indigence 
and  defpair. 

Unconfcious  of  deferving  fo  Se¬ 
vere  a  treatment,  we  flatter  our- 
felves  that  your  excellencies  will  be 
pleafed  to  hear  this  our  humble 
petition,  and  not  involve  in  one 
complicated  Scene  of  diltrefs  and 
miiery,  our  helplefs  women  and  in¬ 
nocent  babes  ;  confidently  relying 
upon,  and  earneftly  hoping  that, 
through  your  excellencies  jultice 
and  humanity,  we  lhall  not  Sup¬ 
plicate  in  vain. 

It  is  the  peculiar  happinefs  of 
thofe  who  live  under  a  Britifh  con- 
ltitution,  to  be  indulged  with  their 
own  feptirnents  in  matters  of  reli¬ 
gion,  when  thefe  principles  of  re¬ 
ligion  are  not  incompatible  with, 
or  fubverfive  of  the  conditurion  in 
church  or  date  ;  and  it  is  the  pe¬ 
culiar  happinefs  of  the  Hebrew 
nation  to  fay,  that  their  religion 
teaches  peace  and  obedience  to  the 
government  under  which  they  live  : 
and  when  civil  diffentions  have 
threatened  to  Subvert  the  condi¬ 
tion,  the  Hebrew  nation  have  ever 
preferved  a,  peaceful  demeanour. 
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with  true  loyalty  to  the  King,  and 
a  firm  and  deady  attachment  to  the 
laws  and  conditution. 

For  what  reafon,  or  from  what 
motive  we  are  to  be  Banifhed  this 
ifland,  we  are  at  a  lofs  to  account. 
—  If  any  among  us  have  commit¬ 
ted  a  crime  for  which  they  are 
punifhable,  we  humbly  beg  thofe 
crimes  may  be  pointed  out,  and 
that  Such  perfons  may  be  purged 

from  among  us.- - But  if  nothing 

can  be  alledged  againd  us  but  the 
religion  of  our  forefathers,  we 
hope  that  will  not  be  confidered 
a  crime  ;  or  that  a  religion,  which 
preaches  peace,  and  recommends 
obedience  to  government,  fhould 
point  out  its  Sectaries  as  objects  of 
your  excellencies  rigour,  and  merit 
exclufion  from  a  Britifh  ifland, 
by  the  exprefs  orders  of  Britifh 
commanders.  A  moment’s  reflec¬ 
tion  mud  difeountenahee  the  Ifeea, 
and  leave  us  in  perfed  confidence 
of  your  excellencies  favourable 
anfwer. 

Permit  us  then  to  allure  your  ex¬ 
cellencies,  that  we  ever  have,  and 
dill  are  willing,  to  give  every  con¬ 
scientious  tedimony  of  obedience  to 
government  ;  and  thofe  of  us  in 
particular,  who  claim  to  be  natural- 
born  fubjeds  of  Great  Britain,  mod 
humbly  intreat  your  excellencies  to 
order  us  before  you,  or  before  Such 
perfon  or  perfons  as  your  excellen-r 
cies  lhall  pleafe  10  appoint,  there 
to  prove  our  loyalty  and  fidelity, 
and  to  repeat  and  take  our  oaths 
of  allegiance. 

May  the  God  of  all  mercies  in¬ 
cline  your  hearts  to  liden  to  the 
prayers  and  Supplications  of  your 
petitioners,  and  in  this  confidence, 
we  humbly  Submit  ourfelves  to  your 
excellencies  determination,  hoping 
that  you  will  pardon  us  for  the  in^ 
[V]  3  trufion 
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trufion  of  this  addrefs  ;  and  that 
through  your  excellencies  lenity 
and  humanity,  your  excellencies 
will  be  pleafed  to  grant  us  fuch 
favourable  terms,  as  you  in  your 
judgment  and,  wifclom  lhall  think 
moil  advantageous  to  his  majedy’s 
intereil,  and  the  honour  and  glory 
of  his  fuccefsful  arms. 

And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty 
bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c. 
Saint  E uft aims,  Feb.  16,  1/3 1. 


Memorial  from  the  Emprefs  of  Ruilia, 
to  the  States  -  General.  Hague, 
March  3,1781. 

KfIS  Excellency  Prince  Gal- 
|  litzin,  Envoy  Extraordinary 
from  Ruffia,  held  a  conference  on 
the  firil  indant,  with  the  Prefident 
of  the  States  -  General,  and  pre- 
fented  the  following  memorial  from 
the  Emprefs  of  Ruifia  : 

*  High  and  Mighty  Lords ! 
f  No  fooner  had  her  Imperial 
majefty  been  informed  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  ambaffador’s  hidden  departure 
from  the  Plague  ;  than,  without 
waiting  for  any  Further  explana¬ 
tion,  guided  only  by  the  friend- 
fhip  and  good-will  fhe  bears  to  the 
two  contending  powers,  and  awak¬ 
ened  by  the  alarming  tendency  of 
a  meafure  fo  detrimental  to  their 
mutual  welfare  and  tranquillity, 
fhe  directed  her  miniller  in  Lon¬ 
don  to  make  the  moil  earneil  re- 
prefentations  to  that  court,  to 
prevent,  if  poflible,  the  matter 
being  carried  to  any  extremity, 
and  to  recommend  the  moil  conci¬ 
liating  meafures  ;  offering  at  the 
fame  time  to  promote  them  as  far 
as  was  in  her  power.  Although 
her  majefly  has  not  yet  heard  of 
any  anfwer  from  the  faid  court. 


the  overtures  made  by  her  have 
been  favourably  received.  In  con- 
fequence  whereof,  her  Imperial 
majefly  does  not  hefitate  to  give  a 
frelh  proof  of  her  good  intentions 
for  bringing  about  a  reconciliation 
between  the  tvyo  powers,  whom  fhe 
equally  fupports,  and  who  have 
lived  fo  long  in  that  natural  and 
perfect  harmony  which  bell  fuits 
their  refpedlive  interefls,  by  of¬ 
fering  them,  in  form,  her  fervices 
and  mediation,  for  the  purpofe  of 
putting  an  end  to  that  dilcord  and 
war  which  has  lately  broke  out 
between  them. 

While  Monfieur  de  Simolin,  her 
Imperial  majedy’s  minider  at  the 
Court  of  London,  is  fulfilling  her 
commands  on  this  head  ;  the  un¬ 
derwritten  has  the  honour  to  ac¬ 
quit  himfelf  of  the  fame  talk  herp 
with  their  Eligh  Mightineffes,  and 
to  affure  them  of  the  zeal  and  rea- 
dinefs  he  wifhes  to  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  difplay,  in  forwarding 
the  defirable  work  of  refloring  the 
faid  dates  to  their  wonted  peace 
and  tranquillity.  That  difintereiled- 
nefs,  impartiality,  and  benevolence, 
which  have  hitherto  damped  every 
adlion  of  her  Imperial  majedy,  are 
equally  confpicuous  in  the  prefect 
in  dance. 

The  wifdom  and  prudence  of 
your  High  Mightineffes  will  eafily 
didinguifh  thole  facred  character- 
idles,  and  dictate  the  anfwer  which 
the  underwritten  dial!  tranfmit  to 
liis  Imperial  midrefs,  as  a  proof 
of  his  having  executed  her  com¬ 
mands. 

[Signed] 

Le  Prince  deGallitzin.* * 
Hague,  March  i,  178.1. 

Hague,  March  7.  Their  noble 
and  great  Mightineffes,  the  dates 
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of  Holland  and  Weft  Frieflgnd, 
having  examined  the  above  me¬ 
morial,  have  accepted  of  the  me¬ 
diation  offered  by  the  Emprefs  of 
Raffia. 


Memorial  cf  the  States -General ,  to  the 
Court  of  Stockholm. 

Stockholm,  March  6,  1 78 1. 
Ea>  'on  Van  L-ynden,  Envoy  extraor¬ 
dinary  from  the  States -General  of 
the  United  Provinces  at  this  Court , 
has  lately  held  a  Conference  vuith 
Count  Ulrich  SchiefFer,  Minifer 
and  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
foreign  Department ,  to  vjhom  he 
delivered  the  follovoing  Memo¬ 
rial . 

THE  underwritten  envoy  ex¬ 
traordinary  from  their  High 
Mightineftes  the  States  General  of 
the  United  Provinces,  to  his  ma- 
jefty  the  King  of  Sweden,  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  an  exprefs  order  from  his 
mafters,  has  the  honour  to  propofe 
to  his  Swedilh  Majefty, 

That  their  High  Mightineftes 
having  acceded,  by  their  refolu- 
tion  of  the  20th  of  November, 
1780,  to  the  treaty  of  armed  neu¬ 
trality,  in  conformity  to  the  in¬ 
vitation  of  the  northern  powers  ; 
and  placing  the  moft  perfect  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  power,  magnanimi¬ 
ty,  and  fidelity  of  their  imperial 
and  royal  majefties,  for  the  fulfil¬ 
ling  ol  their  engagements,  and  the 
maintaining  of  their  dignity,  by 
accomplifhing  a  work  fo  glcrioufly 
undertaken,  namely,  the  liberty  of 
the  Teas,  and  freedom  of  naviga¬ 
tion  for  ail  neutral  nations,  were 
not  deterred  by  the  confideration 
of  the  confequences,  which  that 
acceffion  and  declaration  might  be 
productive  of  to  the  Republic,  from 
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the  part  of  the  belligerent  powers. 
But  their  High  Mightineftes  have 
declared  in  favour  of  this  acceffion 
and  declaration,  in  relying  impli¬ 
citly  on  the  fentiments  of  their 
imperial  and  royal  majefties,  whom 
they  alfo  acquainted  in  due  time, 
of  the  meafures  taken  in  confe- 
quence  thereof. 

That  the  event  has  alfo  juftified 
their  requifition,  in  regard  to  the 
Britifh  Court;  fmee  the  minifter  of 
the  latter,  after  his  fruitlefs  endea¬ 
vours  to  thwart  the  acceffion  to  the 
alliance,  took  the  refolution,  on 
the  firft  notice  he  had  of  it,  to 
fpeak  in  a  ftrain  truly  unprece¬ 
dented,  and  ill  fuited  to  the  mu¬ 
tual  regard  which  the  refpeftive 
fovereigns  owe  to  each  other  :  with¬ 
out  fo  much  as  granting  to  the 
Republic  a  fufticient  time  to  con- 
iider  on  the  matter,  according  to 
the  political  fyftem  of  the  Repub- 
lie,  which  his  Britannic  majefty  is 
fully  acquainted  with  ;  the  Eng- 
lifh  minifter  infilled,  nevertheless, 
upon  an  immediate  and  fpeedy  • 
fatisfaClion,  and  the  punilhment  of 
a  pretended  offence,  occafioned  by 
the  difeovery  of  a  negociation  with 
North  America,  without  receiv¬ 
ing,  as  an  ample  fatis fa&ion,  the 
provifionai  anfwer,  nor  the  formal 
difavowal  of  their  High  Mighti- 
neffes  of  a  negociation,  of  which 
(as  acknowledged  even  by  his  BrU 
tannic  majefty)  they  had  not  the 
leall  fhare,  or  knowledge  :  of  a  ne¬ 
gociation,  relating  to  a  pretend¬ 
ed  treaty,  which,  in  itfelf,  fuffi- 
ciently  denotes,  from  its  terms, 
only  the  Iketch  of  an  eventual 
treaty  entered  into  by  private  per- 
fons,  without  being  formally  au- 
thorifed  thereto  by  the  body  of 
the  magiftrates  of  Amfterftam,  or 
by  the  ftates  of  the  province  of 

[H]  4  Holland, 
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Holland,  and  much  lefs  by  the 
States  General,  whofe  members 
are  alone  authorifed  to  enter  into 
engagements  in  the  name  of  the 
Republic. 

The  Britiih,  minider  went  even 
fo  far  as  to  refufe  noticing  the  re- 
folution,  by  winch  the  province  of 
Holland  (the  only  one  concerned) 
was  required  to  deliberate,  how 
far  the  laws  of  the  country  mi  gbt 
give  authority  to  profecute  the  per- 
fons  accufed,  and  puniih  Jthem  ;  a 
formality,  without  which  no  pu- 
pdfhment  can  be  inflicted,  neither 
311  England  nor  in  this  Republic, 
or  any  other  country.  Nay,  the 
laid  minider  went  fo  far  as  to 
threaten,  that  in  cafe  of  a  refufal, 
his  fovereign  would  adopt  Inch 
means,  as  to  procure  hjmfelf  that 
fatisfa&ion.  It  was,  at  the  fame 
time,  refolved  to  attack  the  Re¬ 
public  by  furprize,  and  fo  far 
hailen  the  meafures  taken  to  be¬ 
gin  hodilities,  that  Lord  Stormont, 
making  ufe  of  vain  pretences,  would 
not  fo  much  as  accept  from  Count 
Welderen  the  aforefaid  declara¬ 
tion  ;  and  anfwered,  under  his 
hand,  cc  That  he  (Stormont)  could 
no  longer  look  upon  him  as  the 
minider  of  a  friendly  power,  after 
having  officially  acquainted  him  of 
his  king’s  manifedo  whilit  this 
very  manifefk)  (and  this  ffiould 
be  noted)  was  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  Count  Welderen,  only 
an  hour  before  the  time  appointed 
by  Lord  Stormont,  the  preceding 
day,  for  giving  him  audience. 
That,  moreover,  although  no  men¬ 
tion  is  made  in  the  manifedo  al¬ 
luded  to,  of  the  Republic  acced¬ 
ing  to  the  treaty  of  the  armed 
neutrality  (which  it  was  of  the 
utmod  importance  to  pafs  over  in 
filence)  it  nevenhelefs  appears 


clearly,  to  the  penetrating  eye  of 
your  majedy,  as  well  as  to  all  Eu¬ 
rope,  if  the  whole  proceedings  are 
attended  to,  and  the  time  an<J 
manner  in  which  the  manifedo  was 
publiffied,  that  the  hatred,  occa¬ 
sioned  by  the  Republic  acceding  to 
the  confederation  of  armed  neu¬ 
trality,  is  the  true  motive  of  his 
Britifh  majedy’s  refentment,  and 
the  only  one  that  could  excite  him 
to  an  open  attack  again  it  the  Re¬ 
public,  by  feizing,  at  once,  upon 
a  great  number  of  Dutch  mer¬ 
chantmen,  and  fome  fhips  of  war. 
Betides,  that  the  aforesaid  niani- 
fedo,  known  to  your  majedy,  luf- 
ficiently  difplays  the  cauie  of  Eng¬ 
land’s  difpleafure  ;  the  more  fo  as 
amongft  the  pretences  made  ufe 
of  to  varnilh  over  the  hodilities 
againd  the  Republic,  it  is  laid, 
that  it  had  taken  a  neutral  part  : 
without  the  cabinet  of  St.  James’s 
deigning  to  obferve,  that  fuch  an- 
fvyer  was  infulting  to  the  neutral 
powers,  who  are  perfectly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  treaties  now  in 
force  between  England  and  the 
Republic  ;  and  that  the  latter 
could  not  be  charged  with  an  in¬ 
tention  of  entering  into  an  alliance 
with  a  power  not  lawfully  neuter 
in  the  .  prelent  corned,  and  with¬ 
out  obferving  that  this  liberty  of 
negociating  had  been  put  beyond 
all  doubt,  by  England  itfelf  $  fince, 
by  fufpending,  in  April,  1780,  the 
eifeds  of  the  treaty  paffed  in 
1674,  the  Englifh  have  manifed- 
ed  their  intent  of  looking  hence¬ 
forth  upon  the  Republic  as  a  neu¬ 
tral  power,  no  ways  privileged  by 
any  treaty. 

That,  for  the  reafons  here  above 
mentioned,  the  animofity  of  Great 
Britain  appears  dill  more  confpi- 
cuous,  from  the  ill -grounded  re¬ 
proach 
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proach  contained  in  the  faid  ma- 
nifefto  againft  this  Republic,  that 
their  High  Mightineffes  had  en¬ 
couraged  the  exportation  of  naval 
ftores  for  France,  by  fufpending 
the  ufual  duties  on  thofe  commo¬ 
dities,  vvhilfl  it  is  known  to  all  the 
world,  that  fuch  a  fufpenfion  has 
never  taken  place,  and  that  the 
Republic  had  a  right  to  export  thofe 
commodities,  not  only  agreeably 
to  the  treaty  in  1674,  but  aifo  in 
conformity  to  the  principles  laid 
down  by  the  neutral  powers  in  the 
convention  of  armed  neutrality. 
That  confequently  it  would  be 
needlefs  to  enter  any  farther  into 
the  merits  of  the  faid  manifefto  ; 
as  his  Swedilh  majefty  has  it  in 
his  power  to  appreciate  himfelf  its 
value,  and  mult,  moreover,  be 
fully  perfuaded  that  the  line  of 
conduct  purfued  by  their  High 
Mightineffes  knee  the  beginning 
of  the  troubles  with  America,  is 
an  evident  proof,  that  they  have 
never  favoured  or  countenanced 
the  revolted  colonies  ;  vvitnefs  the 
many  partial  condefcenfions  in 
favour  of  England,  which  were 
merely  gratuitous  on  the  part  of 
their  High  Mightineffes,  by  cir- 
cumfcribing  the  trade  within  their 
own  colonies  ;  by  refufing  to  grant 
the  protection  of  their  convoys  to 
veffels  laden  with  fhip  timber  ;  and 
by  recalling  the  Governor  of  St. 
Euftatia  on  fome  ill-grounded  com¬ 
plaints  of  the  Britifh  miniftry:  con¬ 
defcenfions  which  have  been  re¬ 
warded  by  the  attack  and  feizure 
of  the  convoy  of  Count  Byland  ; 
by  a  violation  of  the  territories  of 
this  Republic,  and  by  the  taking 
by  force  fome  American  veffels 
from  under  the  very  batteries  of 
the  lfland  of  St.  Martin. 

That  their  High  Mightineffes 


having  thus  faithfully  adhered  to 
the  fyitem  of  moderation,  it  is  evi¬ 
dent  that  the  refentment  of  his 
Britannic  majefty  arifes  merely 
from  their  acceffion  to  the  treaty 
of  armed  neutrality  ;  and  that, 
confequently,  their  High  Migh¬ 
tineffes  are  fully  authorifed  to 
claim  the  performance  of  the  con¬ 
ditions  ftipulated  in  the  articles 
Vlf.  VIII.  and  IX.  of  the-  treaty 
of  armed  neutrality,  which  form 
the  bafis  of  that  union  and  alliance 
contracted  between  their  imperial 
and  royal  majefties  and  the  Re¬ 
public.  That  therefore  no  obfta- 
cles  can  hinder  or  delay  the  fulfil¬ 
ling  of  the  engagements  contracted 
by  virtue  of  the  faid  confedera¬ 
tion,  of  which  the  Republic  ought 
to  be  confidered  as  a  member  from, 
the  very  moment  in  which  their 
High  Mightineftes  acceded  to  the 
fame  refolution  at  the  Hague  ; 
and  difpatched  their  declaration, 
in  conformity  to  the  faid  acceffion 
and  convention,  to  the  belligerent 
powers. 

That  if  their  High  Mightineffes 
had  to  complain  only  of  a  fingle  aCt: 
of  offence,  or  an  attack  committed 
againft  them,  which  was  likely  to 
be  redreffed  by  the  friendly  inter- 
pofition  of  their  allies,  they  would 
have  claimed  their  intervention  ra¬ 
ther  than  have  recourle  to  arms; 
but  as  their  High  Mightineftes  find 
themfelves  actually  and  fuddenly 
attacked  in  an  hoftile  manner  by 
his  Britannic  majefty,  in  confe- 
quence  of,  and  from  mere  refent¬ 
ment  of  the  above  mentioned  al¬ 
liance,  they  find  themfelves  under 
the  neceffity  of  repelling  force  by 
force,  and  to  return  hoftilities  for 
hoftilities  ;  being  fully  perfuaded 
that  the  allied  powers  will  not  he- 
fitate  to  make  this  their  common 

caufc. 
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pan fe,  and  to  procure  to  their  Re¬ 


public  due  fatisfa&ion  and  indem¬ 
nity  for  the  lcfles  occafioned  by  an 
attack  equally  unjub  and  violent  ; 
find  that  the  faid  powers  will 
moreover,  in  conjunction  with  the 
States  Genera],  take  fuch  farther 
meafures,  as  the  exigencies  of  the 
prefent  circumbanqes  may  require. 
This  .their  High  Mightiness  foil- 
pit  with  great  earneftnefs,  and  rely 
upon  it  with  fo  much  more  confi¬ 
dence,  as  they  are  firmly  perfuad- 
ed,  that  the  generous  and  equita¬ 
ble  feptiments,  which  a&uate  their 
imperial  and  royal  majebies,  will 
not  buffer  them  to  let  the  Republic 
fall  a  victim  to  a  fy item  of  politics, 
not  left  glorious  than  founded  in 
equity,  and  eftablifhed  for  the  fe- 
curity  of  the  rights  of  neutral  na¬ 
tions  $  and  efpecially  as  the  Re¬ 
public,  if  left  fmgly  expofed  to 
the  iniquitous  and  violent  attacks 
of  England,  would  hardly  be  able 
to  cope  with  that  overbearing  pow¬ 
er,  and  thus  run  the  hazard  of  be¬ 
coming  totally  ufeiefs  to  the  faid 
confederation. 

Eor  thefe  reafons,  the  under¬ 
written  envoy  extraordinary,  in¬ 
fixing  on  the  motives  urged  here 
above,  and  fully  perfuaded  that 
the  ratifications  of  the  treaty  fign- 
ed  at  Peterfburgh,  will  take  place 
p  boon  as  .poflible,  has  the  ho¬ 
nour,  in  tiie  name  and  by  expreft 
order  of  his  makers,  to  claim  the 
performance  of  the  engagements 
ilipulated  in  the’  Articles  VII. 
VI II*  and  IX.  of  the  faid  treaty, 
and  to  require,  in  virtue  thereof, 
a  fpeedy  and  adequate  affiihnce 
from  his  Swedifh  majefly,  whofe 
noDie  and  equitabje  feptiments 
acknowledged  by  all  Europe,  will 
pot  penult  him  tc  abandon  the 


complete  eftablilh merit  of  a  fybem 
worthy  the  higheb  praife. 

”1  he  friend blip  and  afFeCHon  of 
your  majefly  towards  their  High 
Mightineffes,  leave  them  no  doubt 
of  your  majefly’s  willingly  grant¬ 
ing  the  alFifiance  which  they  now 
claim,  and  a  lib  promife  to  the 
underwritten  envoy  a  fpeedy  and 
fatisfaCtory  anfwer,  which  he  fo- 
iicits  the  more  anxioufly,  as  every 
moment’s  delay  may  be  attended 
with  heavy  and  irreparable  lobes 
to  the  Republic. 

(Signed) 

D.  W.  Van  LyndeN. 
Stockholm ,  February  28,  1781. 


His  Majefly’s  Speech  on  clofng  the 

SeJJion  of  Parliament ,  July  18, 

1781. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
LTHOOGH  the  bufinefs  of 
this  feiTion  has  required  a 
longer  attendance  than  may  have 
been  confiftent  with  your  private 
convenience,  yet  I  am  perfuaded 
that  you  look  back  with  fatisfac- 
tioti  on  the  time  you  have  employ¬ 
ed  in  a  faithful  difcharge  of  your 
duty  to  your  country,  in  the  pre¬ 
fent  arduous  and  critical  bate  of 
public  affairs. 

I  cannot  let  you  depart  into 
your  refpeClive  counties,  without 
affuring  you  of  my  entire  appro¬ 
bation  of  your  conduct,  and  of  my 
perfeCl  confidence  in  the  loyalty 
and  good  affections  of  this  parlia¬ 
ment. 

rI  he  zeal  and  ardour  which  you 
have  fhown  for  the  honour  of  my 
crown  ;  your  firm  and  beady  fup- 
port  of  ajub  caufe,  and  the  great 
efforts  you  have  made  to  enable  me 

to 
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io  fdrmount  all  the  difficulties  of 
£his  extenfive  and  complicated 
war,  mull  convince  the  world  that 
the  ancient  fpirit  of  the  Britiih 
pation  is  not  abated  or  dimi- 
niihed. 

in  the  midft  of  thefe  difficulties, 
you  have  formed  regulations  for  the 
better  management  and  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  revenue  ;  you  have  gi¬ 
ven  additional  ftrength  and  ftability 
to  public  credit  ;  and  your  delibe¬ 
rations  on  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft 
India  Company,  have  terminated  in 
fuch  meafures  as  will,  I  truft,  pro¬ 
duce  great  and  effential  advantages 
to  my  kingdoms. 

I  have  obferved,  with  much  fa- 
tisfadion,  that  during  the  courfe  of 
that  important  bufinefs,  your  atten¬ 
tion  was  not  more  anxioully  direded 
to  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
the  territorial  acquifitions,  than  to 
the  happinefs  and  comfort  of  the 
inhabitants  of  thofe  remote  pro¬ 
vinces. 

Whatever  may  remain  to  be  done 
for  fecuring  thofe  valuable  pofief- 
fions,  and  for  reftraining  the  abufes 
to  which  they  are  peculiarly  liable, 
you  will,  I  doubt  not,  proceed  to 
provide  for  at  your  next  meeting, 
with  the  fame  vyifdom  and  temper 
that  have  governed  your  late  pro¬ 
ceedings  and  enquiries. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

My  particular  thanks-  are  due  to 
you  for  the  ample  provifion  you 
have  made  for  the  fervice  of  the 
current  year.  I  fee  with  great 
pleafure,  that  you  have  had  it  in 
.your  power  to  apply  fo  large  a  fum 
to  the  difeharge  of  the  debt  of  the 
navy,  and  that  the  fupplies  which 
you  have  granted  have  been  raifed 
in  a  manner  the  lead;  bqrthenfome 


PAPERS.  [315 

to  the  property  and  induftry  of  my 
faithful  people. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

While  1  lament  the  continuance 
of  the  prefent  troubles,  and  the  ex- 
tenfion  of  the  vyar,  [  have  the 
confcious  fatisfadion  to  refled,  that 
the  conflant  aim  of  all  my  councils 
has  been  to  bring  back  my  deluded 
fubjeds  in  America,  to  the  happi¬ 
nefs  and  liberty  they  formerly  en¬ 
joyed,  and  to  fee  the  tranquillity  of 
Europe  reftored. 

To  defend  the  dominions,  and 
to  maintain  the  rights  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  was,  on  my  part,  the  foie 
caufe,  and  is  the  only  objed  of  the 
war.  Peace  is  the  earned  wifh  of 
my  heart  :  but  I  have  too  firm  a 
reliance  on  the  fpjrit  and  refources 
of  the  nation,  and  the  powerful 
affiftance  of  my  parliament,  and 
the  protedion  of  a  juft  and  all¬ 
ruling  Providence,  to  accept  it 
upon  any  terms  or  conditions  than 
fuch  as  may  confift  with  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  my  crown,  and  the 
permanent  intereft  and  fecurity  of 
my  people. 

Then  the  lord  chancellor,  by  his 
majefty’s  command,  faid. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  his  majefty’s  royal  will  and 
pleafure,  that  this  parliament  be 
prorogued  to  Thurfday,  the  thir¬ 
teenth  day  of  September  next,  to 
be  then  here  holden  ;  and  this  par¬ 
liament  is  accordingly  prorogued  to 
Thurfday,  the  thirteenth  day  of 
September  next. 


Anfwer  given  by  Lord  Stormont 
to  Monf.  Simolin,  the  Ruffian 
Minipr ,  with  refpeSl  to  the  Me¬ 
diation  offered  by  the  Emprefs  be¬ 
tween 

"  4 
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tween  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  Provinces. 

TH  E  alliance  which  has  fub- 
fifted  To  many  years  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  States  Gene- 
rnl,  has  always  been  confidered  by 
his  majedy  as  a  tie,  formed  by  the 
mod:  natural  caufes,  and  not  only 
agreeable  to  the  intered  of  both  na¬ 
tions,  but  abfolutely  effential  to 
their  mutual  welfare. 

The  king  has  done  every  thing 
in  his  power  to  preferve  this  tie 
unbroken,  and  even  to  ftrengthen 
it  ;  and  if  the  conduct  of  their 
High  Mightineffes  had  at  all  an- 
fwered  to  that  of  his  majedy,  they 
would  dill  have  remained  in  their 
utmod  force.  But  fmce  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  prefent  troubles, 
the  only  return  made  by  the  Re¬ 
public  to  this  condant  frienddiip, 
has  been  the  total  relinquidiment 
of  the  principles  of  an  alliance, 
the  prime  object  of  which  was  the 
mutual  defence  of  the  two  nations  ; 
an  obdinate  refufal  to  fulfil  the 
mod  facred  obligations  ;  a  daily 
violation  of  the  mod  folemn  trea¬ 
ties  ;  an  abidance  given  to  the  very 
enemy,  againd  whom  he  had  a 
right  to  demand  iuccour  ;  an  afy- 
lum  granted  to  the  American  pi¬ 
rates  in  the  Dutch  ports,  in  open 
violation  of  the  cleared  dipulations ; 
and  to  complete  the  whole,  a  denial 
of  judice  and  fatisfaction  for  the  af¬ 
front  given  to  the  dignity  of  the 
king,  by  a  fecret  league  with  his 
rebellious  fubjects. 

All  thefe  accumulated  injuries 
rendered  it  impofiible  for  the  king 
to  take  any  other  part  than  that 
which  he  has  done. 

When  the  motives  which  render¬ 
ed  this  rupture  inevitable  were  ex¬ 
plained  to  the  public,  the  king 

•  At 


afcribed  the  conduct  of  the  Repub¬ 
lic  to  the  true  caufe  ; — that  is  to 
fay,  to  the  unhappy  influence  of  a 
faction,  which  facrificed the  intered 
of  the  nation  to  their  own  private 
views.  But  the  king,  at  the  fame 
time,  manifedea  the  mod  flncere 
defire  to  bring  back  the  Republic 
to  that  fyflem  of  Ariel  union,  effica¬ 
cious  alliance,  and  reciprocal  pro¬ 
tection,  which  has  fo  much  contri¬ 
buted  to  the  welfare  and  glory  of 
the  two  dates. 

When  the  emprefs  offered  her 
good  offices  to  effect  a  reconcilia¬ 
tion  by  a  particular  peace,  the 
king  tedifie'd  his  gratitude  to  her 
for  that  frefh  proof  of  a  frienddiip 
which  he  values  fo  highly,  and 
avoided  expofing  the  mediation  of 
her  majedy  to  the  danger  of  a 
fruitlefs  negociation.  He  explain¬ 
ed  his  reafons,  which  perfuaded 
him,  that  in  the  prefent  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  Republic,  governed 
by  a  faction,  all  reconciliation, 
during  the  war  with  France,  would 
be  merely  fuperficial,  and  would 
afford,  an  opportunity  to  the  party 
which  fways  the  Republic,  to  act 
as  fecret  auxiliaries  of  all  the 
king’s  enemies,  under  the  mafic  of 
a  pretended  alliance  with  Great 
Britain. 

But  if  there  are  any  indications 
of  change  in  this  difpofmon,  if 
the  powerful  intervention  of  her 
imperial  majedy  fnould  be  able  to 
effect  any  alteration,  and  induce 
the  Republic  to  return  to  thofe 
principles  which  the  mod  difeern- 
ing  part  of  the  nation  have  never 
forfaken,  his  majedy  will  be  ready 
to  treat  with  their  High  Mighti- 
neffes  on  the  fubject  of  a  feparate 
peace ;  and  it  is  his  wifh,  that  the 
Emprefs  of  all  the  Rudias  may  be 
the  foie  mediatrefs  of  this  peace. 

She 
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She  has  been  the  firft  to  offer  her 
good  offices,  and  fo  powerful  an  in¬ 
tervention  as  hers,  cannot  gain  any 
thing  either  in  weight  or  influence 
by  the  accefiion  of  the  moll  relpec- 
table  allies. 

The  friendfhip  of  the  emprefs  to 
both  nations,  the  imerell  which  her 
empire  has  in  their  reciprocal  wel¬ 
fare,  her  known  impartiality,  and 
elevated  views,  are  iufficient  pledges 
of  the  manner  in  which  Ihe  will 
conduct  this  falutary  work  :  and  in 
a  negociation,  the  whole  objetl  ot 
which  is  to  terminate  a  war,  caufed 
by  a  violation  of  the  treaties, 
and  by  an  affront  offered  to  his 
crown,  his  majefty  relies,  with 
the  utmofl:  confidence  and  fatis- 
faction,  upon  the  mediation  of  a 
fovereign,  v.dio  holds  facred  the 
faith  of  treaties,  who  knows  fo 
well  how  to  eltimate  the  dignity 
of  fovereigns,  and  who  has  main¬ 
tained  her  own,  during  her  glori¬ 
ous  reign,  with  fo  much  greatnefs 
and  refolution. 

(Signed)  Stormont. 


State  Paper  prefented  by  Baron  Nol- 
ken,  the  Swedifh  Minijler ,  refident 
in  London,  concerning  the  Media - 
at  ion  of  that  Court  between  this 
Country  and  the  States  General  of 
the  United  Provinces. 

THE  King  does  net  imagine 
it  neceffary  at  this  time,  for 
him  to  enter  into  an  explanation  of 
the  principles  which  have  govern¬ 
ed  his  condutt  ever  fince  he  af- 
cended  the  throne  of  his  anceftors. 
He  has  been  guided  by  the  love  of 
peace,  and  he  could  have  wiffied 
to  have  feen  all  the  other  European 
powers  enjoy  that  bleffing,  as  un¬ 
interruptedly  as  himfelf.  Thefe 


defires,  di&ated  by  his  natural  fent 
timents  of  humanity,  have  no- 
been  fulfilled. — The  flame  of  war, 
kindled  in  another  hemifphere, 
has  communicated  to  Europe  ;  but 
the  king  ftill  flattered  himfelf,  that 
this  conflagration  would  not  ex¬ 
tend  beyond  its  firft  bounds,  and 
particularly  that  a  nation,  entirely 
commercial,  which  have  made  neu¬ 
trality  the  invariable  foundation 
of  its  condudl,  would  not  have 
been  enveloped  in  it ;  and  yet,  ne- 
verthelefs,  this  has  happened,  al- 
molt  in  the  very  moment  when  that 
power  had  entered  into  the  molt 
inoffenflve  engagements  with  the 
king  and  his  two  northern  allies. 
If  the  molt  exadl  impartiality  that 
was  ever  obferved,  could  not  ex¬ 
empt  the  king  from  immediately 
feeling  the  inconveniencies  of  war, 
by  the  confiderable  Ioffes  fuflained 
by  his  commercial  fubje&s,  he  had 
much  greater  reafon  to  apprehend 
the  confequences,  when  thofe  trou¬ 
bles  were  going  to  be  extended ; 
when  an  open  w?,r  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  Republic  of  Hol¬ 
land  multiplied  them ;  and,  to 
conclude,  when  neutral  commerce 
was  about  to  endure  new  lhackles 
by  the  hoflilities  committed  be¬ 
tween  thofe  two  powers.  The 
king  could  not  fail  to  perceive 
thefe  evils,  and  to  wifh  flncerely 
that  the  meafures  taken  by  the 
Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  for  extinguifti- 
ing  this  new  war,  in  its  beginning, 
might  be  crowned  with  the  moll 
perfect  fuccefs ;  but  as  this  falu¬ 
tary  work  has  not  been  brought  to 
perfeftion,  the  king  has  refolved 
to  join  with  his  allies,  the  Emprefs 
of  Ruffia,  and  the  King  of  Den¬ 
mark,  in  endeavouring  to  difpofe 
his  Britannic  majefty  to  liften  to 
the  pacific  fen  timents  which  their 

High 
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High  MightinefTes  the  States  Ge¬ 
neral  have  already  made  known, 
by  their  confenting  to  open  a  nego¬ 
tiation  for  peace. 

If  luch  are  the  inclinations  of 
that  Monarch,  which  ought  not  to 
be  doubted,  it  appears  that  a  fuf- 
penfion  of  hoftilities  would  be  the 
moft  eftential  prelude  to  their  ac¬ 
complishment,  as  military  opera¬ 
tions  accompanying  a  negociation 
of  that  nature,  can  only  ferve  to 
embarrafs  and  retard  the  matter, 
whilft  the  allied  courts  wifh  for 
nothing  more  than  to  be  able  to 
accellerate  it  by  every  method  that 
may  tend  to  the  advantage  and  fa- 
tis faflion  of  the  two  .  belligerent 
powers. 

In  the  Sincerity  and  rectitude 
which  animate  his  majefty  and  his 
two  allies,  he  cannot  conceal  the 
apprehenfion  which  he  feels  from 
the  report  of  the  continuation  of 
the  war,  which  may  be  productive 
of  the  moil  fatal  confequences,  and 
may  revive  a  variety  ot  controver¬ 
sies  and  difputes.  This  motive, 
and  more  particularly  a  defire  to 
prevent  a  farther  effufion  ot  blood, 
are  confederations  which  ought  to 
operate  on  the  mind  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  ;  and  in  the  entire 
confidence  which  his  majefty  places 
in  thole  circumftances,  he  would  re¬ 
ceive  the  trued  fatisfadion,  if,  by 
bis  interpofition  and  mediation, 
joined  to  that  of  his  allies,  he  fhould 
fucceed  in  terminating  the  differ¬ 
ences  which  have  taken  place  be¬ 
tween  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
Provinces. 

(Signed) 

The  Baron  deNoLKEN. 


Copy  of  the  An  fiver  given  to  the 
foregoing  Paper,  by  Lord  Stor¬ 


mont,  on  the  \%th  of  September, 

to  the  Baron  de  Noiken,  the 

Svvedifh  Envoy.  , 

r  |  ^  HE  prefervation  of  public 
tranquillity  has  been  the  firft 
objed  of  his  itfajefty’s  care,  during 
the  whole  courfe  of  his  reign  ;  the 
commencement'  of  that  reign  was 
fignalized  by  the  refloration  of 
peace,, 

The  king  made  very  great  fa- 
crifices  to  humanity,  to  procure 
that  bleffing,  and  he  had  reafon  to 
flatter  himielf  that,  by  fuch  mo¬ 
deration,  in  the  midft  of  vidory, 
he  fliould  fecure  the  public  quiet* 
upon  the  moil  folid  and  durable 
foundations  ;  but  thofe  hopes  have 
all  proved  fallacious,  and  thofe 
foundations  have  been  fhaken  by 
the  ambitious  politics  of  the  Court 
of  Yer failles.  This  court,  after 
having  fecretly  fupported  the  re¬ 
bellion  kindled  in  America*  open¬ 
ly  joined  his  majefty’s  rebellious 
fubjeds  ;  and,  on  account  of  this 
violation  of  public  faith,  and  this 
dired  ad  of  hoflility,  he  commenc¬ 
ed  the  prefent  war. 

The  condud  of  the  Republic  of 
Holland,  through  the  whole  courfe 
of  the  prefent  war,  has  excited  a 
general  indignation.— -This  nation 
prefents  itfelf  under  a  very  differ¬ 
ent  afped  from  that  of  a  nation 
merely  commercial  ;  it  is  a  refped- 
able  power,  for  a  long  time  bound 
to  Great  Britain  by  the  clofeft  al¬ 
liance.  The  principal  objed  of 
that  alliance  was  their  common 
fafety,  and  exprefsly  the  mutual 
protedion  of  each  other  again  ft  the 
ambitious  deflgns  of  a  dangerous 
neighbour,  which  their  united  ef¬ 
forts  have  fo  often  defeated,  to 
their  reciprocal  advantage,  and  tor 
that  of  all  Europe,- 
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The  defertion  of  all  thefe  prin¬ 
ciples  of  alliance,  which  the  king, 
on  his  part,  conftantly  adhered  to  ; 
an  obdinate  refufal  to  fulfil  the 
mod  lacred  engagements  ;  a  daily 
infraction  of  the  molt  folemn  trea¬ 
ties  ;  affiftance  given  to  thole  very 
enemies,  againlt  whom  he  had  a 
right  to  demand  fuccour  ;  an  afy- 
lum  and  protection  granted  in  the 
Dutch  ports  to  the  American  pi¬ 
rates,  in  direCt  violation  of  the 
molt  clear  and  precife  Itipulations  ; 
and,  to  complete  the  whole,  a 
denial  of  juitice  and  fatisfaCtion 
for  the  affront  offered  to  his  ma- 
jefty’s  crown,  by  a  clandeltine 
league  entered  into  with  his  rebel¬ 
lious  fubj^Cts  ;  thefe  accumulated 
caufes  of  complaint,  made  it  im- 
polfible  for  the  king  to  take  any 
other  meafures  than  thofe  which 
he  has  done,  though  with  the  molt 
fincere  regret.  In  explaining  to 
the  public  the  reafons  which  ren¬ 
dered  this  rupture  inevitable,  he 
afcribed  the  conduCt  of  the  repub¬ 
lic  to  the  true  caufe,  namely,  to 
the  fatal  influence  of  a  faCtion, 
who  facrificed  the  national  intereft 
to  their  own  private  views ;  but 
the  king  exprefled,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  molt  earned  defire  to 
bring  back  the  Republic  to  that 
fydem  of  dole  union,  efficacious 
alliance,  and  mutual  protection, 
which  has  fo  much  contributed  to 
the  profperity  and  glory  of  the 
two  dates. 

When  the  Emprefs  of  Rnffia 
tendered  her  good'  offices,  to  effeCt 
a  reconciliation  by  a  leparate  peace, 
the  King,  in  expreffing  the  grati¬ 
tude  which  that  frefli  proof  or  a 
friendddp  which  ever  appeared  to 
him  fo  valuable,  judiy  merited, 
declined  expofing  her  imperial  ma- 
jedy  to  a  fruitlds  negociation  :  but 
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now  that  there  are  fome  marks  of 
a  change  in  the  difpofition  of  the 
Republic,  fome  indication^  of  a 
delign  to  return  to  thofe  princi- 
ciples,  which  the  wifed  part  of  the 
Batavian  nation  have  never  de- 
ferted,  a  negociation  for  a  feparate 
peace  between  the  king  and*  their 
High  Mightineffes  may  be  opened 
with  fome  hopes  of  fuccefs,  under 
the  mediation  of  the  Emprefs  cf 
all  the  Raffias,  who  has  been  the 
fird  to  propofe  her  good  offices  in 
this  falutary  work. — If  his  majedy 
did  net  immediately  avail  himfelf 
of  that  offer,  it  was  becaufe  he 
had  every  reafon  to  believe  that 
the  Republic  only  fought  at  that 
time  to  amufe  him  by  an  inddious 
negociation  :  but  the  king  would 
think  that  he  made  an  ill  return 
to  the  fentiments  which  prompted 
thofe  fird  offers,  and  would  be 
wanting  in  the  regard  fo  judly  due 
to  her  imperial  majedy,  and  to 
the  confidence  which  die  infpires, 
if  he  affociated  to  her  mediation 
any  other,  even  that  of  an  ally  the 
mod  refpeClable,  and  for  whom 
the  king  entertains  the  mod  fincere 
friendfnip. 

(Signed)  Stormont. 


To  the  King's  moji  Excellent  Majcfy r 

The  Humble  Add-refs  and  Petition  of 
f undry  Weft-l  no i a  Planters  and 
Merchants ,  on  behalf  of  themjelves , 
and  others  interefied  in  the  Bntidi 
Wed -India  If and s. 

Mod  gracious  Sovereign, 

E  your  majedy’s  mod  duti¬ 
ful  and  loyal  fubjeCls,  the 
planners  and  merchants  intereded 
in  the  Britidi  Weft-India  iflands, 
beg  leave-  to  approach  your  royal 

prefence,, 
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prefence,  with  hearts  full  of  the 
warmed  attachment  to  your  ma- 
jedy’s  perfon  and  family,  and  to 
the  happy  conditution  of  this  king¬ 
dom. 

The  unhappy  breach  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  colonies  of 
North  America,  had  no  fooner 
taken  place,  than  the  Wed  India 
planters  and  merchants  humbly 
reprefented  to  your  majedy,  and 
to  both  houfes  of  parliament,  their 
apprehenfions  of  the  didrefs  and 
danger,  that  would  probably  enfue 
therefrom. 

When  the  colonies  of  North 
America  formed  an  alliance  witn 
the  ancient  enemies  of  this  king¬ 
dom,  thofe  apprehenfions  of  your 
majedy ’s  petitioners  were  greatly 
Increafed ;  and  they  fhould  have 
confidered  themfelves  as  deficient 
in  every  duty  50  your  majedy,  as 
well  as  regard  to  the  great  inte- 
reds  of  this  kingdom,  had  they 
not  reprefented  to  your  majefty’s 
miniders,  the  additional  danger  to 
which  ail  the  Britifh  Wed  India 
iflands  were  expofed,  from  fo  pow¬ 
erful  a  combination. 

Every  effort  was,  therefore, 
early  made,  and  invariably  con¬ 
tinued,  by  your  petitioners,  to 
urge  your  majedy’s  miniders,  to 
provide  effectual  reinforcements  for 
their  protection,  and  particularly 
to  induce  them*  to  keep  a  per¬ 
manent  fuperiority  of  naval  force 
in  the  Wed-indies,  as  being  the 
natural,  and  only  certain  fecurity 
of  thofe  pofTeffions.  The  lofs  of 
feverai  of  thofe  iflands  has  af¬ 
forded  a  melancholy  proof  of  thofe 
timely  and  unremitted  applica¬ 
tions-.  < 

Confident,  however,  that  the 
remaining  iflands  mud  be  con¬ 
fidered  as  objects  deferving  the 


mod  ferious  attention,  your  peti¬ 
tioners  did  not  yield  to  deipair, 
but  truded,  that  the  unhappy  ex¬ 
perience  of  pad  Ioffes  would  excite 
your  majedy’s  miniders  to  adopt 
fuch  meafures,  as  might  effectually 
fecure  thofe  iflands,  which  dill  re¬ 
mained. 

But  it  is  with  the  utmod  con¬ 
cern,  that  your  petitioners  are 
compelled  to  declare,  that  the  re¬ 
maining  idands  are  dill  fo  unhap¬ 
pily  deditute  of  protection,  that 
at  no  moment  of  the  war  have  they 
been  expofed  to  more  imminent 
danger,  than  in  the  prefent  awful 
conjuncture. 

Your  petitioners,  therefore, 
alarmed  by  the  ineflicacy.  of  their 
former  applications  to  your  ma¬ 
jedy’s  miniders,  humbly  implore 
your  majedy  to  enforce  and  extend 
the  prefent  affurances  they  have 
given  us,  and  to  direCt,  that  with¬ 
out  delay,  reinforcements,  naval 
and  military,  adequate  to  the  per¬ 
manent  defence  of  your  majedy’s 
Weft-India  iflands,  may  befentout, 
fo  that,  by  the  bleffing  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  thofe  mod  valuable  poffef- 
fions  may  dill  be  preferved  to  the 
Britifh  empire. 

And  your  petitioners  fhall  ever 
pray.  Sec.  Sc c. 


*To  the  King’s  mof  excellent  Majejly. 

Khe  humble  Addrefs ,  Rennon franco, 
and  Petition,  of  the  Lord-mayor , 
Aldermen ,  and  Livery  of  the  City 
of  London ,  in  Gojnmon-hall  af- 


May  it  pie afe  your  Majefy, 

IMPRESSED  with  an  awful 
fenfe  of  the  dangers  which 
furround  us,  feeling  for  ourfelves 

and 
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And  out*  pofterity,  anxioiis  for  the 
glory  of  a  country  hitherto  as  much 
renowned  for  the  virtues  of  iultice 
and  humanity,  as  for  the  fplendour 
of  its  arms,  vve  approach  your 
throne  with  lentiments  becoming 

...  _  O 

citizens  at  fo  alarming  an  hour  ; 
at  the  fame  time  with  that  refpeCi 
which  is  due  to  the  monarch 
of  a  free  people,  and  a  prince  of 
the  illuftrious  lioufe  of  Brunfwick, 
to  which  we  feel  ourfelves  in  a 
peculiar  manner  attached,  by  all 
the  ties  of  gratitude  and  affec¬ 
tion. 

Jt  is  with  ineXpreftible  concern 
that,  vve  have  heard  your  Majefty 
declare,  in  yojir  fpeech  to  both 
houfes  of  parliament,  your  inten¬ 
tion  of  perfevering  in  a  fyftem  of 
meafures  which  has  proved  fo  dif- 
aftrous  to  this  country.  Such  a 
declaration  calls  for  the  voice  of 
a  free  and  injured  people.  We 
feel  the  refpeCt  due  to  majefty  i 
but  in  this  critical  and  awful  mo¬ 
ment,  to  flatter  is  to  betray. 
Your  majefty’s  minifters  have,  by 
falfe  after  t  ions  and  fallacious  fug- 
geftions,  deluded  your  majefty  and 
the  nation  into  the  prefent  unna¬ 
tural  and  unfortunate  war.  The 
confequences  of  this  delufton  have 
been,  that  the  trade  of  this  coun¬ 
try  has  fuffered  irreparable  Ioffes, 
and  is  threatened  with  final  ex¬ 
tin  Ction. 

The  manufactures  in  many  va¬ 
luable  branches  are  declining,  and 
their  fupply  of  materials  rendered 
precarious,  by  the  inferiority  of 
^our  majefty’s  fleet  to  that  of  the 
enemy  in  almofl  every  part  of  the 
globe. 

The  landed  property  through¬ 
out  the  kingdom,  has  been  depre¬ 
ciated  to  the  moft  alarming  degree. 

The  property  of  your  Majefty’s 

V  o  l  ♦  XXIV;  “ 
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fubje&s  veiled  in  the  public  funds, 
has  loll  above  one  third  of  its 
value. 

Private  credit  has  been  almofl 
wholly  annihilated  by  the  enor¬ 
mous  interefl  given  in  the  public 
loan's,  fuperior  to  that  which  is 
allowed  by  law  in  any  private 
contract.  Such  of  our  brethren 
in  America  as  were  deluded  by 
the  promifes  of  your  majefty’s  mi-, 
miters,  and  the  proclamations  of 
yodr  generals  to  join  your  ma¬ 
jefty’s  ftandard,  have  been  fur- 
rendered  by  your  majefty’s  armies! 
to  the  mercy  of  their  victorious 
countrymen. 

Your  majefty’s  fleets  have  loft 
their  wonted  fuperiority, 

Yoilr  armies  have  been  cap¬ 
tured. 

Your  dominions  have  been  loft. 

And  your  majefty’s  faithful  fub- 
jeCts  have  been  loaded  with  a  bur¬ 
then  of  taxes,  which,  even  if  our 
victories  had  been  as  fplendid  as 
our  defeats  have  been  disgraceful* 
if  our  acceftion  of  dominion  had 
been  as  fortunate  ?3  the  difmember- 
ment  of  the  empire  has  been  cruel 
and  dilaftrous,  couid  not  in  itfelf  be 
confidered  but  as  a  great  and  griev¬ 
ous  calamity. 

We  do,  therefore,  moft  humbly 
and  earneftly  implore  your  majefty 
to  take  all  thefe  circunrtftances  into 
your  royal  confederation,  and  to 
compare  the  prefent  fituation  of 
your  dominions  with  that  uncom¬ 
mon  ftate  of  pnofperity  to  which  the 
vvildom  of  your  royal  anceftors,  the 
fpirit  and  bravery  of  the  Britifh 
people;  and  the  favour  of  Divine 
Providence,  which  attends  upon 
principles  of  jiiftice  and  humanity, 
had  once  raifed  this  happy  country, 
the  pride  and  envy  of  all  the  civi¬ 
lized  world  1 

[X]  •  .We 
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We  befeech  your  majefly  ho 
longer  to  continue  in  a  deluiion 
from  which  the  nation  has  awaken¬ 
ed  ;  and  that  your  majefty  will  be 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  relinquifh  en¬ 
tirely,  and  for  ever,  the  plan  of 
reducing  our  brethren  in  America 
to  obedience  by  force  ;  a  plan  which 
the  fatal  experience  of  part  lodes 
has  convinced  us  cannot  be  prcfe- 
euted  without  manifeft  and  immi¬ 
nent  danger  to  all  your  inajefty’s 
remaining  poiTeflions  in  the  weftern 
world. 

We  wifh  to  declare  to  youjr  ma¬ 
jefty,  to  Europe,  to  America  itfelf, 
our  abhorrence  of  the  continuation 
of  this  unnatural  and  unfortunate 
war,  which  can  tend  to  no  other 
purpofe  than  that  of  alienating 
and  rendering  irrecoverable  the 
confidence  of  our  American  bre¬ 
thren,  with  whom  we  dill  hope  to 
live  upon  the  terms  of  intercourfe 
and  friendfhip,  fo  neceffary  to 
the  commercial  profperity  of  this 
kingdom.  We  do,  therefore,  far¬ 
ther  humbly  implore  your  majefty, 
that  your  majefty  will  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  difmifs  from  your  pre* 
fence  and  councils  all  the  advifers, 
both  public  and  fecret,  of  the  mea- 
fures  we  lament,  as  a  pledge  to  the 
world  of  your  majefty’s  fixed  deter¬ 
mination  to  abandon  a  fyflem 
incompatible  with  the  interefl  of 
your  crown,  and  the  happinefs  of 
your  people. 

Signed,  by  order, 

William  Rix. 


Petition  of  Henry  Laurens,  Efg;  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

To  the  Right  Hon .  Charles  Wolfran 
Cornwall,  Speaker ,  and  the  Hon. 
the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

H  E  reprefentation  and 
prayer  of  Henry  Laurens, 
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a  native  of  South  Carolina,  foms 
time  recognized  by  the  Britifh 
Cominiflioners  in  America  by  the 
ftyle  of  his  Excellency  Henry 
Laurens,  Prefident  of  Congrefs, 
now  a  clofe  prifoner  in  the  lower 
of  London  ; 

Moil  refpedtfully  fheweth.  That 
your  reprefenter  for  many  years,  at 
the  peril  of  his  life  and  fortune, 
evidently  laboured  to  preferve  and 
Arengthen  the  ancient  friendfhip 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  co¬ 
lonies  ;  and  that  in  no  inftance  he 
ever  excited  on  either  fide  'the  dif~ 
fenfions  which  feparated  them. 

That  the  commencement  of  the 
prefent  war  was  a  fubjedt  of  great 
grief  to  him,  inafmuch  as  he 
forefaw  and  foretold,  in  letters 
now  extant,  the  diflrefles  which 
both  countries  experience  at  this 
day. 

That  in  the  rife  and  progrefs  of 
the  war,  he  extended  every  adt  of 
kindnefs  in  his  power  to  perfons 
called  Loyalifts  and  Quietifts,  as 
well  as  to  Britifh  prifoners  of  war  ; 
very  ample  proofs  of  which  he  can 
produce. 

That  he  was  captured  on  the 
American  coaft,  firft  landed  upon 
American  ground,  where  he  l'aw 
exchanges  of  Britifh  and  Ame¬ 
rican  prifoners  in  a  courfe  of  nego¬ 
tiation  ;  and  that  fuch  exchanges 
and  enlargements  upon  parole  are 
mutually  and  daily  pradlifed  in 
America. 

That  he  was  committed  to  the 
Tower  on  the  6th  of  Odlob^r, 
1780,  being  then  dangeroufly  ill; 
that  in  the  mean  time  he  has,  in 
many  refpedts,  particularly  by  be¬ 
ing  deprived  (with  very  little  ex¬ 
ception)  of  the  vi fits  and  conful- 
rations  of  his  children  and  other 
relations  and  friends,  fuffered  un¬ 
der  a  degree  of  rigour  aloioft,  if 

not 
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toot  altogether,  unexampled  in  mo¬ 
dern  Britifh  hiftory. 

That  from  long  confinement, 
and  the  want  of  proper  exercife, 
and  other  obvious  caufes,  his  bo¬ 
dily  health  is  greatly  impaired, 
and  that  he  is  now  in  a  languishing 
Hate  :  And, 

Therefore  your  reprefenter  hum¬ 
bly  prays  your  Honours  will  con- 
defcend  to  take  his  cafe  into  con- 
iideration  ;  and,  under  proper 
conditions  and  refiri&ions,  grant 
him  enlargement,  or  fuch  other 
relief  as  to  the  wifdom  and  be¬ 
nignity  of  your  Honours  fhall  feem 
fitting. 

Henry  Laurens. 

Tower  of  London, 

Dec.  i,  1781*. 


The  Second  Report  of  the  Commif- 
Jioners  appointed  to  examine ,  taket 
and  fate  the  Public  Accounts  of  the 
Kingdom  f . 

UPv  SUING  the  line  of  in¬ 
quiry  marked  out  in  our  firit 
report  to  the  legiflature,  namely, 
an  examination  of  the  balances  in 
the  hands  of  thofe  accountants  who 
receive  money  from  the  fubjedt  to 
be  paid  into  the  exchequer  ;  that  vve 
might  omit  no  office  of  receipt,  and 
no  receiver  of  the  public  revenue 
under  that  defcription,  we  obtained 
from  the  office  of  the  auditor  of 
the  exchequer,  “  A  lid  of  all  the 
public  offices  where  money  is  re¬ 
ceived  for  taxes  or  duties,  and  of 
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the  names  of  all  perfons  who  are 
receivers  of  public  money  railed 
upon  the  fubjedl  by  taxes  or  duties, 
and  who  pay  the  fame  into  the 
Exchequer.  ” 

We  have  examined  into  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  the  public  revenue  is 
colledted,  received,  and  paid  into 
the  exchequer,  in  all  thefe  offices, 
and  by  all  thefe  receivers. 

In  the  cufloms,  the  receiver  ge¬ 
neral,  William  Mellilh,  Efquire, 
certified  to  us,  that  upon  the  iotht 
of  September  laft,  there  was  in 
his  hands,  exclufive  of  the  cur¬ 
rent  weekly  receipt  of  the  duties 
of  the  cuftoms,  the  fum  of  four 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  twelve 
pounds  three  (hillings  and  ten 
pence  ;  which  firm  was  the  amount 
of  certain  colledliorts  tranfmitted 
to  him,  either  from  the  planta¬ 
tions,  or  particular  out-ports  ;  and 
was  to  continue  in  his  hands  no 
longer,  than  until  the  comptrol¬ 
ler-general,  as  to  fome  parts  of  it, 
and  the  commiffioners,  as  to  other 
parts,  fhould  direfl  under  what 
heads  of  duties  the  feveral  items, 
of  which  this  fum  was  compound¬ 
ed,  fhould  be  arranged,  and  paid 
into  the  exchequer,  or  otherwife 
difpofed  of.  Mr.  Mellilh  has  in¬ 
formed  us,  that  part  of  this  lum  has 
been  fince  paid  by  him,  according 
to  orders  cf  the  commiffioners  and 
comptroller-general  ;  and  that  the 
other  part  thereof,  amounting  to 
three  thoufand  two  hundred  eighty- 
eight  pounds  fourteen  (hillings  and 
eleven  pence  farthing,  was  re¬ 
maining  in  his  hands  the  20th  in- 


*  This  petition  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  in  the  form  in  which  it  came  out 
of  Mr.  Laurens’s  own  hand,  it  being  written  by  him  in  the  Tower  with  a 
leaden  pencil. 

t  The  firft  report  was  given  in  the  Annual  Regifier  for  the  preceding- 
year.  r  x  & 
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flant :  this  remainder,  we  are  of 
opinion,  the  commiffioners  and 
comptroller-general  fhould  in  their 
feveral  departments  arrange,  and 
the  receiver-general  fhould  pay  ac¬ 
cording  to  fuch  arrangement  as 
fpeedily  as  poffible. 

By  the  examinations  of  Jofhna 
Powell,  Efquire,  chief  clerk  to  the 
comptroller-general ;  and  of  Mr. 
Anthony  Blinkhorn,  affiftant  to 
the  receiver-general,  it  appears 
that  the  duties  of  the  cuftoms  are 
collefied  by  officers,  either  in  Lon¬ 
don  or  at  the  out-ports  :  in  Lon¬ 
don,  the  chief  teller  every  day  re¬ 
ceives  them  from  the  collectors, 
and  pays  them  into  the  office  of 
the  receiver-general  ;  at  the  out¬ 
sorts,  the  collectors  remit  their 
receipt  by  bills  to  the  receiver- 
general,  &nd  are  net  permitted  to 
retain  in  their  hands  above  one 
hundred  pounds,  unlefs  for  fpe- 
cial  reafons,  allowed  of  by  the 
commiffioners,  and  by  the  lords 
of  the  treafury.  The  nett  produce 
of  every  duty  received  in  each 
week,  is  paid  by  the  receiver- ge¬ 
neral  in  the  following  week  into 
the  exchequer. 

In  the  excife,  we  find,  from  the 
examinations  of  George  Lewis 
Scott,  Efquire,  one  of  the  com- 
miffioners,  and  of  Richard  Paton, 
Efq;  fecond  general  -  accountant 
(both  annexed  to  our  firft  report) 
that  the  colle&ors  retain  in  their 
hands  no  part  of  the  duties  .they 
deceive  ;  and  that  the  receiver- 
general  every  week  pays  into  the 
exchequer  the  nett  produce  of  this 
revenue,  unlefs  fome  foreieen  de¬ 
mands  in  the  following  wedk  make 
a  refervation  of  any  part  of  it  ne- 
ceffary. 

In  the  {lamp-office,  we  examined 
Mr.  James  Dugdale,  deputy  re- 
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ceiver-general ;  and  Mr.  John 
Lloyd,  hrft-clerk  to  the  comptrol¬ 
ler  and  accountant-general  ;  from 
whom  we  colledt,  that  the  whole 
produce  of  thefe  duties,  arifmg 
either  from  the  receipt  at  the 
office  in  London,  or  from  bills  re¬ 
mitted  from  the  diflributors  in  the 
country,  is  paid  every  week  into 
the  exchequer. 

In  the  falt-office,  Milward  Rowe, 
Efquire,  one  of  the  commiffioners, 
and  Mr.  John  Elliot,  correfpon- 
dent,  were  examined  :  the  collec¬ 
tors  of  thefe  duties  are  continually 
remitting  their  receipt  to  the  of¬ 
fice  in  bills ;  every  week  the  ac¬ 
count  is  made  up,  and  the  whole 
balance  paid  into  the  exchequer, 
referving  always,  in  the  hands  of  the 
cafhier,  a  fum  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  pounds,  for  the  purpofe  of 
defraying  the  incidental  expences 
of  the  office. 

In  the  office  for  licenfing  haw¬ 
kers  and  pedlars,  we  learn  from 
Mr.  James  Turner,  oneof  the  com¬ 
miffioners,  that  the  riding  fur- 
veyors  keep  remitting  to  this  of¬ 
fice,  in  bills,  the  duties  they  receive 
in  the  country  ;  which  the  cafhier 
pays,  together  with  what  he  re¬ 
ceives  in  London,  weekly,  into 
the  exchequer,  purfuant  to  the  a£I 
of  the  9th  and  10th  of  King 
William  the  Third,  provided  his 
whole  receipt  amounts  to  more 
than  two  hundred  pounds  ;  referv¬ 
ing  in  his  hands  fuch  a  fum  as  may 
be  fufficient  for  the  payment  of  fa- 
laries,  incidents,  and  current  ex¬ 
pences. 

In  the  office  for  regulating  hack¬ 
ney  coaches  and  chairs,  we  collect 
from  the  examination  of  Mr.  Jo- 
feph  Marfhall,  clerk  to  the  re¬ 
ceiver-general,  that  the  duties  or 
rents  of  the  hackney  coaches  be¬ 
come 
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come  due  every  lunar  month,  and 
of  the  hacknev  chairs  every  quar¬ 
ter  ;  and  thefe  rents  being  ufually 
paid  within  a  certain  time  after 
they  become  due,  the  receiver- 
general  makes  a  payment  of  one 
thoufand  pounds  into  the  exche¬ 
quer  every  twenty -eight  days,  ex¬ 
cept  that  each  of  his  quarterly 
payments  amounts  to  five  hundred 
pounds  only,  as  he  then  referves  in 
his  hands  a  funi  for  the  payment  of 
falaries,  and  the  incidental  expen- 
ces  of  the  office. 

The  punctuality  and  expedition 
with  which  the  duties  collected  in 
thefe  offices  pafs  from  the  pocket 
of  the  fubjeft  into  the  exchequer, 
leave  us  no  room  to  fuggefl  any 
alteration  in  the  time  or  manner  of 
paying  in  the  fame. 

In  the  poll-office,  Robert  Tre¬ 
vor,  Efq;  the  receiver-general,  in 
anfwer  to  our  precept,  returned  a 
balance  of  nine  thoufand  three  hun¬ 
dred  fifty-eight  pounds  two  fhil- 
lings  in  his  hands,  upon  the  5th 
of  September  lait.  From  his  exa¬ 
mination,  and  from  thofe  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Fauquier,  Efq;  accountant- 
general  in  this  office,  and  of  Mr. 
William  Ward,  colleClor  of  the  bye 
and  crofs-road  office,  it  appears, 
that  this  revenue  is  paid  into  the 
office  of  the  receiver-general,  ei¬ 
ther  by  certain  officers  or  collectors 
in  London  (fome  paying  every 
other  day,  fome  weekly,  and  fome 
quarterly,  or  by  remittances  in 
bills  from  the  poll- mailers  in  the 
country)  who  do  not  keep  the  mo¬ 
ney  they  receive  any  confiderable 
time  in  their  hands.  The  collector 
of  the  bye  and  crofs-road  office 
makes  his  payments  to  the  receiver- 
general  quarterly,  and  to  the 
amount  of  about  fifteen  thoufand 
pounds  each  quarter.  The  re¬ 
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ceiver-general  pays  into  the  ex¬ 
chequer  feven  hundred  pounds 
every  week,  purfuant  to  the  aCl  of 
the  9th  and  10th  of  Queen  Anne, 
chapter  the  10th,  and  the  balance 
in  his  hands  he  pays  in  every  quar¬ 
ter,  referving  about  five  thoufand 
pounds  to  anfwer  incidental  war¬ 
rants  from  the  board,  to  pay  fa¬ 
laries  and  other  expences  of  the 
office. 

There-  are  four  branches  of  the 
revenue  which  are  collected  not  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  commiffioners, 
but  by  fingle  perfons  only  :  thefe 
are  the  firft  fruits  and  the  tenths  of 
the  clergy  ;  and  the  deductions  ot 
fix-pence,  and  of  one  fhilling,  in 
the  pound,  out  of  penfions,  falaries, 
fees,  and  wages. 

We  examined  Edward  Mulfo, 
Efquire,  the  receiver,  and  John. 
Bacon,  Efq;  the  deputy  receiver, 
of  the  firft  fruits ;  who  informed  us, 
that  this  revenue  is  received  from 
the  clergy,  at  the  office  in  Lon¬ 
don  ;  that  at  the  end  of  OCtober? 
or  the  beginning  of  November, 
in  every  year,  this  receiver  pays 
into  the  exchequer  the  nett  re¬ 
ceipt  of  the  preceding  year,  end¬ 
ing  31ft  of  December;  and  that 
the  balance  of  this  duty,  in  his 
hands,  upon  the  30th  of  Novem¬ 
ber  laft,  was  four  thoufand  three 
hundred  thirty-two  pounds  eight 
fhillings  and  eleyen  pence  three 
farthings. 

Robert  Chefter,  Efquire,  the  re¬ 
ceiver  of  the  tenths,  being  examin¬ 
ed,  we  find  that  thefe  payments 
become  due  from  the  clergy  every 
Chriftmas  ;  that  they  ought  to  be 
made  before  the  laft  day  of  April 
following,  and  if  they  are  not 
made  before  the  31ft  of  May,  he 
delivers  an  account  of  uhe  defaul¬ 
ters  into  the  exchequer ;  that  he 
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receives  thefe  payments,  together 
with  the  arrears  of  former  years, 
daring  the  following  year,  ending 
at  Chriftmas,  to  which  time  he 
makes  up  his  yearly  account,  and 
in  the  month  of  June  or  July  after, 
he  has,  for  the  laft  three  years, 
paid  into  the  exchequer  the  nett 
receipt  of  the  preceding  year  ;  and 
it  appears,  that,  upon  the  20th  of 
December  laffc,  the  fum  in  his 
hands  was  nine  thoufand  eight  hun¬ 
dred  and  ninety  pounds  and  two¬ 
pence  halfpenny. 

Both  thefe  dues  from  the  clergy 
are  granted  in  purfuance  of  the  2d 
and  3d  of  Queen  Anne,  chapter 
nth,  to  the  corporation  called 
f(  The  Governors  of  the  bounty 
of  Queen  Anne,  for  the  augment¬ 
ation  of  the  maintenance  of  the 
poor  clergy. ”  Thefe  govemors.ufu- 
ally  hold  their  firft  meeting  fome 
time  in  November  every  year,  a 
Ihort  time  before  which  it  has  been 
cuflomary  for  thefe  receivers  to 
make  their  payments  into  the  ex¬ 
chequer. 

Thomas  Aftle,  Efq;  receiver  of 
the  fixpenny  duty,  collects  it  from 
the  offices  and  perfons  charged^ 
either  quarterly,  half-yearly,  or 
yearly,  according  to  the  praftice 
of  the  office  or  perfon  he  receives 
it  from  :  he  has  no  Hated  times 
for  his  payments  into  the  exche¬ 
quer,  except  that  in  March  or 
April,  every  year,  he  pays  in  the 
balance  then  in  his  hands,  of  his 
Jail  year’s  colleftion,  By  his  re¬ 
turn  to  us,  upon  the  1 6th  of  De¬ 
cember  lart,  the  fum  of  fix  thoufand 
eight  hundred  eighty-one  pounds 
feven  (hillings  and  eleven  pence 
was  then  remaining  in  his  hands  ; 
but  this  fum,  as  he  has  fince  in¬ 
formed  us,  he  has  paid  into  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  together  with  the  balance 


of  his  year’s  account,  ending  the 
5  th  inftant. 

Richard  Carter,  Efq;  receiver 
of  the  one  (hilling  duty,  collefts  it 
from  different  offices,  at  different 
times  :  he  ufually  makes  payments 
every  quarter  into  the  exchequer, 
and  once  a  year  pays  in  the  ba¬ 
lance.  The  fum  in  his  hands,  upon 
the  20th  of  October  laft,  was  two 
thoufand  and  fifty  pounds  fifteen 
(hillings  and  feven  pence  ;  and  he 
has  fince  fignified  to  us,  that  he 
has  paid  the  fame  into  the  ex¬ 
chequer. 

The  intention  of  that  claufe  in 
the  aft,  which  direfts  our  firfl  in¬ 
quiries  to  the  public  money  in  the 
hands  of  accountants,  is,  that  the 
public  may  the  fooner  avail  them- 
felves  of  the  ufe  of  their  own  mo¬ 
ney  :  one  of  the  indifpenfible  means 
of  obtaining  this  end  is,  to  accele¬ 
rate  the  payments  of  the  revenue 
into  the  exchequer. 

Out  of  the  revenue  of  the  poffi- 
office,  the  aft  of  Queen  Anne  or¬ 
ders  a  payment  of  feven  hundred 
pounds  every  week  into  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  and  affigns  as  a  reafon, 
t(  the  railing  a  prefent  fupply  of 
monies  for  carrying  on  the  war, 
and  other  her  majefty’s  molt  ne- 
ceffary  occaiions.”  The  neceffary 
occafions  of  thefe  times,  require 
payments  as  large  and  as  frequent 
as  can  be  made.  It  appears  from 
an  account  of  the  nett  produce  of 
the  revenues  of  the  pod-office  at  the 
time  the  a£t  of  Queen  Anne  paffed, 
and  from  the  accounts  of  the  pre¬ 
lent  weekly  receipts  of  thefe  reve¬ 
nues,  and  of  the  balances  paid 
quarterly  into  the  Exchequer, 
transmitted  to  us  from  the  re¬ 
ceiver-general,  that  the  revenues 
of  this  office  are  much  increafed, 
and  that  the  current  weekly  re¬ 
ceipt 
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ceipt  will  fupply  a  much  larger  pay¬ 
ment  than  feven  hundred  pounds. 
We  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that 
the  method  of  paying  the  ba¬ 
lance  every  week  into  the  exche¬ 
quer,  edabliffied  in  the  cuffoms, 
excife,  and  other  offices  above  men¬ 
tioned,  ffiould  be  adopted  in  the 
pod-office  :  and  that  the  receiver- 
general  ffiould  every  week  pay  the 
nett  balance  of  his  receipt  into  the 
exchequer,  refervitig  in  his  hands 
no  more  than  is  neceffarv  to  anfwer 

j 

the  current  payments  and  expences 
of  the  office. 

It  appears  to  be  cuffomary  for  the 
receiver  of  the  fird  fruits,  to  de¬ 
tain  in  his  hands  the  produce  of 
the  whole  year,  until  eight  or 
nine  months  after  that  year  is 
ended,  beffdes  receiving  the  cur¬ 
rent  produce  of  thofe  months  ; 
and  for  the  receiver  of  the  tenths 
to  detain  in  his  hands,  for  at  lead 
a  year,  the  whole  of  this  duty, 
received  by  him  before  the  3 id  of 
May  in  each  year  (at  which  time 
he  delivers  a  lid  of  the  defaulters 
into  the  exchequer),  beffdes  re¬ 
ceiving  the  current  produce  of 
that  year.  It  appears  likewile, 
that  the  receivers  of  the  ffxpenny 
and  (hilling  duties,  do  not  pay 
into  the  exchequer  the  whole  pro¬ 
duce  of  thefe  duties  as  they  re¬ 
ceive  them.  All  fuch  detentions 
are,  in  our  opinion,  a  dilad van¬ 
tage  to  the  public,  and  liable  to 
abufe.  There  exifts  no  reafon 
why  the  public  ffiould  not  have 
the  cuftody  and  ufe  of  public  mo¬ 
ney,  rather  than  an  individual, 
until  the  fervice  to  which  it  is  ap¬ 
propriated,  of  whatever  nature 
that  fervice  may  be,  calls  for  its 
application  :  the  public  coffers  are 
the  fafed  repofftory  for  public 
money. 
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One  purpofe  among  others,  ex- 
preffed  in  the  adt  that  appoints  us, 
is,  that  any  defedl  in  the  prefent 
method  of  colledling  the  duties 
may  be  corrected,  and  that  a  lefs 
expenffve  one  may  be  edabliihed  ; 
and  we  are  expredy  diredled  to 
report  fuch  regulations,  as  in  our 
judgment  (hall  appear  expedient 
to  be  edabliihed,  in  order  that  the 
duties  may  hereafter  be  received 
in  the  manner  the  mod  advan¬ 
tageous  to  the  public. 

We  therefore,  in  obedience 
thereto,  think  it  our  duty  to  fub- 
join  one  obfervation,  that  has  oc¬ 
curred  to  us  during  the  progrefs  of 
our  inquiries. 

The  land-tax,  and  the  dudes 
arifmg  from  damps,  fait,  licences 
to  hawkers  and  pedlars,  and  from 
hackney  coaches  and  chairs,  are 
under  the  management  of  .five  fe- 
parate  and  diffinft  boards  of  com- 
milfioners,  confiding  of  twenty- 
ffve  in  number  :  the  amount  of 
the  grofs  produce  of  the  lad  four 
of  thefe  duties,  by  the  returns 
made  to  our  precepts,  is  eight 
hundred  thirty  one  thoufand  one 
hundred  twenty-fix  pounds  three 
(hillings  and  one  penny  three  far¬ 
things  ;  of  the  nett  produce,  fe¬ 
ven  hundred  ffxty  thoufand  five 
hundred  forty-eight  pounds  fifteen 
(hillings  and  fix  pence.  The  time 
in  which  the  commifficners  are 
ufually  engaged  in  tranfa&ing  the 
bufmefs  of  their  feveral  offices  is 
as  follows :  the  attendance  of  the 
commifiioners  of  the  land-tax,  at 
their  office,  is  thrice  a  week ;  of 
the  (lamp  office,  thrice  a  week  ;  of 
the  fait  office,  twice  a  week  ;  of 
hawkers  and  pedlars,  once  a  week  ; 
of  hackney  coaches  and  chairs 
once  a  week. 

We  are  aware,  that  the  compa¬ 
re]  4  rative 
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rative  produce  -of  different  duties, 
is  not  alone  a  criterion  by  which 
we  may  judge  with  precifion  and 
certainty,  of  the  time,  trouble,  ex- 
pence,  and  number  of  officers  ne- 
ceffary  to  be  employed  in  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  them  :  to  have  form¬ 
ed  an  accurate  and  decifive  opi¬ 
nion  upon  this  point,  it  would 
have  been  necefiary  to  have  entered 
into  an  examination,  which  would 
have  carried  us  too  far  from  the  ob¬ 
ject:  of  our  prefent  enquiry  ;  but  we 
are  of  opinion,  that  the  lin all. pro¬ 
duce  of  fame  of  thefe  duties,  and 
the  fhort  time  in  which  each  of 
thefe  live  boards  are  able  to  tranf- 
a£l  their  bufmefs,  are  circumffan- 
ces  which  induce  a  ftrong  preemp¬ 
tion,  that  fo  many  eftablilhments 
are  not  neceffary  for  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  thefe  branches  of  the  reve¬ 
nue  ;  and  which  lay  a  reafonable 
foundation  for  an  enquiry,  whe¬ 
ther  there  may  not  be  formed  a 
confolidation  of  offices,  beneficial 
to  the  public.  This  fuggeffion 
we  fubmit  to  the  wildorn  of  the 
legillature. 

Office  of  Accounts,  Bell -Yard, 

3  l ft  of  ‘January ,  1781. 


Guy  Carleton, 

(L.  S.) 

T.  Anguish, 

(L.  S.) 

A. Pi g  gott, 

(L.  S.) 

ft.  Ne ave, 

(L.  S.j 

Sam.  Beachcroft, 

(L.  S.) 

Geo.  Drummond. 

(L.  S.) 

'The  Third  Report  of  the  Cosnmiffi oners 
appointed  to  examine ,  take,  and 
fate  the  public  Ac  counts  of  the 
Kingdom . 

HAVING  finifhed  our  exami¬ 
nations  of  all  thofe  public 
accountants  that  came  to  our  know¬ 
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ledge  in  the  firff  clafs,  as  far  as  re¬ 
lates  to  the  balances  of  public 
money  in  their  hands,  we,  in  the 
next  place,  direfted  our  attention 
to  thofe  accountants  who  receive 
public  money  out  of  the  exche¬ 
quer,  by  way  of  impreff,  and  upon 
accoqnt. 

The  certificate  of  the  accounts 
depending  in  the  office  of  the  au¬ 
ditors  of  the  impreff,  transmitted 
to  us  purfuant  to  our  precept,  fur- 
nifhed  us  with  a  lift  of  thefe  ac¬ 
countants  :  we  took  them  into  our 
confideration  in  the  order  in  which 
they  Hand  upon  that  certificate  * 
a  rule  we  purfue  in  regard  to  all 
Kits  of  accountants,  oniefs  there 
are  fome  fpecial  reafons  for  depart¬ 
ing  from  it. 

The  let  of  accountants  therein 
firff  mentioned,  are  the  treafu rers 
of  the  navy ;  and  of  thefe,  the 
names  that  Hand  firff  are  the 
executors  of'  Anthony  Vifcount 
Falkland,  whofe  final  account  h 
dated  the  4th  of  April,  1689,  and 
from  whom  a  balance  of  twenty - 
feven  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
eleven  pounds,  fix  {killings  and 
five  pence  farthing,  is  declared  to 
be  then  due.  We  did  not  mif- 
pend  our  time  in  a  purfuit  where 
there  was  fo  little  probability  of 
benefit  to  the  public  ;  a  debt  that 
has  lubfiffed  for  nearly  a  century, 
may  be  prefumed  defperate.  Faf¬ 
fing  over  therefore  this  article,  we 
Blued  our  precepts  to  Earl  Tem¬ 
ple,  as  reprefentative  of  the  late 
George  Grenville,  £fq;  to  Lord 
Vifcount  Barrington,  Lord  Vif¬ 
count  Howe,  and  to  Sir  Gilbert  El- 
Lot,  Baronet,  as  reprefentative  of 
the  late  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  for  an 
account  of  the  public  money  in 
their  hands,  cuftody,  or  power,  as 
late  treafurers  of  the  navy.  The 

returns 
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returns  made  to  our  precepts  are  fet 
forth  in  the  Appendix  ;  from  which 
it  appears,  that  the  balances  of 
public  money  remaining  in  their 
refpedtive  hands,  upon  the  days 
therein  mentioned,  amounted  to¬ 
gether  to  the  fum  of  feventy-fix 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  pounds,  eighteen  Ihillings, 
and  one  penny  farthing. 

That  we  might  learn  for  what 
reafon,  fervices,  or  purpofes,  thefe 
fums  are  permitted  to  remain  in  the 
hands  of  the  treaiijrers  of  the  navy, 
fo  long  after  they  are  out  of  office, 
we  examined  feveral  of  the  officers 
in  this  department,  namely,  George 
Swaffield,  Efq;  caffiier  of  the  vic¬ 
tualling  ;  Andrew  Douglas,  Efq; 
paymaster ;  Mr.  Adam  Jeliicoe, 
chief  clerk  to  the  paymafter,  and 
Mr.  Francis  Cook,  ledger-writer. 
J>y  them  we  are  fupplied  with  the 
following  information  : 

The  office  of  the  treafurer  of 
the  navy  is  divided  into  three 
branches,  the  paymafter’s,  the  ca- 
fhier’s,.and  the  victualling  branch. 
All  the  money  he  receives  is  for 
the  navy  fervices,  and  placed  un¬ 
der,  or  carried  over,  to  one  of 
thefe  branches ;  the  money  in  each 
branch  is  fubdivided,  arranged, 
and  kept  under  various  different 

heads  of  fervices  ;  the  whole  ba- 

*  ■  » 

lance,  at  the  time  he  leaves  the 
office,  continues  to  be  liable,  whe¬ 
ther  it  be  in  his  hands,  or  in  the 
hands  of  his  reprefentatives,  in 
cafe  of  his  death,  to  the  fame  fer¬ 
vices  for  which  its  feveral  parts 
were  originally  deilined  ;  and  the 
commiffioners  of  the  navy,  vic¬ 
tualling,  and  fick  and  hurt  offices, 
each  in  their  feveral  departments, 
continue  to  affign  bills  upon  him 
for  payment,  until  they  have  re¬ 
duced  his  balance  to  fuch  a  fum 
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as,  in  their  opinions,  will  not  be 
more  than  fufficient  to  anfwer  the 
purpofes  for  which  it  has  been, 
tffual  to  leave  money  with  him, 
until  his  final  account  is  paffed. 
Thefe  purpofes  are,  firft,  to  carry- 
on  the  recalls  upon  thofe  Ihipx 
books  which  were  open  in  his  trea* 
furerlhip,  and  the  payment  of  the 
half-pay  lifts,  and  bounties  to 
chaplains.  The  (hips  books  are 
ufuaily  kept  open  for  recalls,  for 
feven  or  eight  years  after  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  the  treafurerlhip,  in 
order  to  give  thofe  feamen  who,  by 
being  either  turned  over  to  other 
fhips,  or  employed  in  other  places, 
could  not  attend  at  the  time  their 
fhip  was  paid,  an  opportunity  of 
receiving  their  wages  when  it  is  in 
their  power  to  apply  for  them. 
The  only  fund  applicable  to  this 
fervice  is,  the  money  in  the  pay 
branch,  placed  under  the  head  of 
“  To  pay  Ihips,  and  carry  on  re¬ 
calls.”  This  fervice  is  at  an  end. 
when  the  (hips  books  are  made  up. 
They  are  made  up  as  they  come 
in  courfe,  in  order  of  time  ;  and 
after  the  laft  is  clofed,  the  half¬ 
pay  lifts  are  alfo  clofed,  and  the 
payment  of  the  bounty  to  chap¬ 
lains  ceafes. 

The  other  purpofe  is  to  pay  the. 
fees  and  expences  of  carrying  on, 
making  up,  and  palling  his  ac¬ 
counts.  Upon  palling  every  an¬ 
nual  account,  fees  are  paid  to  the, 
auditors  of  the  itnpreft,  out  of- 
the  money  in  his  hands,  under  the' 
head  of  To  pay  exchequer  fees, 
and  other  contingent  expences  of 
the  pay-office  but  upon  paffi.pg 
his  final  account,  there  is  a  gra¬ 
tuity  alfo  paid  in  the  following 
manner  The  ofticers  and  clerks 
who  tranfaft  the  bufinefs  of  the 
treafurer  in  office,  carry  on  alfo 

at 
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at  the  fame  time,  and  finally  make 
up,  the  accounts  of  the  treafurers 
out  of  office  ; '  for  which  extra  work 
they  have  no  falary  or  recompence 
whatever,  until  the  final  account 
is  ready  to  be  paffied,  at  which  time 
it  l>as  been  ufuil  for  them,  by  pe¬ 
tition  to  the  lords  of  the  treafury, 
to  obtain  a  reafonable  allowance 
for  their  trouble,  which  has  been 
paid  them,  by  virtue  of  a  trea- 
fury  warrant,  out  of  any  money 
remaining  in  the  hands  of  that 
treafurer,  under  whatever  heads 
of  fervice  it  may  be  placed.  This 
gratuity,  together  with  the  fees  of 
paffing  the  annual  accounts,  and 
for  the  quietus,  it  is  imagined  will 
exhauft  the  whole  balance  now 
remaining  in  the  hands  of  Lord 
Temple. 

All  the  (hips  books  which  were 
paid  by  Mr.  Grenville,  Lord  Bar¬ 
rington,  and  Lord  Howe,  are  made 
up,  and  conlequently  the  balances 
which  the  three  boards  have  left  in 
the  hands  of  thefe  treafurers  mult 
be  for  the  purpofe  of  paying  the 
fees  and  expences  of  carrying  on, 
making  up,  and  paffing  their  ac¬ 
counts.  Of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot’s 
fhios  books,  five  hundred  and  fix 
are  ftill  open  for  recalls ;  and  pay¬ 
ments,  if  applied  for,  are  made 
tipon  them  once  a  week  ;  and  there¬ 
fore,  whatever  fums  ftand  upon 
his  account,  in  his  paymafter’s 
branch,,  under  the  heads  of  wa¬ 
ges,  half-pay,  and  bounties  to 
chaplains,  are  ftill  applicable  to 
thofe  fervices  ;  and  the  refidue  of 
the  money  permitted  to  remain  with 
him  is  for  the  purpofe  of  paying  the 
fees  and  expences  of  carrying  on, 
making  up,  and  paffing  his  ac- 
€Ounts. 

How  foon  then  will  thefe  feve- 
ral  fums  be  wanted  for  this  pur¬ 


pofe  ?  The  accounts  of  the  trea* 
lurers  of  the  navy  are  made  up 
and  paffied  as  they  come  in  courffi, 
in  order  of  time  ;  the  officers  muft 
finifh  one  year  before  they  begin 
upon  another ;  and  a  fubfequent 
treafurer’s  account  is  never  finifhed 
till  his  predeceffior’s  is  finally  clof- 
ed.  The  ftate  in  which  their  ac¬ 
counts  are,  in  the  office  of  the 
auditors  of  the  impreft  is  this  : — 
The  laft  which  is  declared  is  Mr. 
Grenville’s  account  for  the  year 
1758  :  of  all  the  fubfequent  ac¬ 
counts,  only  fome  fedions  of  their 
refpedtive  navy  and  vidualiing 
ledgers  are  delivered  into  this 
office  ;  which  parts  of  a  treafurer’s 
accounts  are  ufualiy  fent  thither  as 
fpeedily  as  they  can  be  made  up 
after  the  year  expires. 

From  an  account  of  the  ba¬ 
lances  remaining  in  the  hands  of 
thefe  treafurers,  at  the  times  they 
refpedively  ceafed  to  be  treafurers ; 
and  an  account  of  the  times  when 
their  laft  fhips  books  were  made 
up  ;  and  a  ftate  of  Mr.  Grenville’s 
balances,  and  of  the  balances  of 
Lord  Barrington,  Lord  Howe,  and 
•Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  every  year  fince 
they  feveraliy  went  out  of  office, 
all  tranfmitted  to  us  from  the  pay 
office  of  the  navy,  purfuant  to  our 
requifitions,  we  find  that  Mr. 
Grenville  refigned  this  office  in 
1762,  and  his  laft  fhip’s  book  was 
made  up  in  1771  ;  that  Lord  Bar¬ 
rington  refigned  this  office  in  1765, 
and  his  laft  fhip’s  book  was  made 
up  in  1775  ;  that  Lord  Howe  re¬ 
figned  this  office  in  1770,  and  his 
laft  ftiip’s  book  was  made  up  in 
1778  ;  and  that  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot 
died  in  1777  :  hence  it  appears, 
that  for  nineteen  years  there  have 
been  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Gren¬ 
ville,  or  of  his  reprefentatives. 
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and  for  fifteen  years  in  the  hands 
of  Lord  Barrington,  and  for  ten 
years  in  the  hands  of  Lord  Howe, 
and  for  three  years  in  the  hands  of 
the  reprefentatives  of  Sir  Gilbert 
Elliot,  confiderable  fums  of  pub¬ 
lic  money  (cxclufive  of  the  fums  on 
the  heads  of  wages,  half-pay,  and 
bounties  to  chaplains)  dellined  to 
purpofes  which  (except  the  palling 
three  years  of  Mr.  Grenville’s  ac- 
counts)  have  not  yet  exiiled,  and 
which,  if  we  may  judge  from  the 
progrefs  hitherto  made  in  palling 
thefe  accounts,  are  not  likely  foon 
to  exift. 

Where  public  money  is  appointed 
for  a  fervice  or  purpole  to  arife  at  a 
future  time,  we  are  of  opinion,  the 
public  alone  ought  to  hare  the 
cullody  and  ufe  of  that  money, 
in  the  mean  time,  and  until  the 
fervice  or  purpofe  calls  for  its 
application. 

When  the  fees  and  the  gratuity 
become  payable,  we  fee  no  reafon 
why  the  treafurer  in  office  fihouid 
not  pay  them,  in  like  manner  as 
the  treafurers  out  of  office  pay  them 
now. 

We  did  not  form  our  opinion 
upon  thofe  balances  without  firk 
hearing  the  late  treafurers  them- 
felves,  or  the  reprefentatives  of 
thofe  who  are  dead  ;  and  therefore 
we  examined  Earl  Temple,  Lord 
Vifcount  Barrington,  Lord  Vif- 
count  Howe,  and  Sir  Gilbert  El¬ 
liot,  Baronet ;  not  one  of  whom 
made  any  objection  to  paying  their 
balances  into  the  exchequer,  upon 
condition,  fome  of  receiving  their 
quietus,  others  of  being  made  fe- 
cure  in  fuch  payments.  We  do 
therefore  conceive,  that  the  ba¬ 
lances  of  public  money  now  re¬ 
maining  in  the  hands  of  Earl  Tem¬ 
ple,  as  reprefentative  of  the  late 
George  Grenville,  Efq;  and  in  the 
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hands  of  Lord  Vifcount  Barring¬ 
ton,  and  of  Lord  Vifcount  Howe, 
and  of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliott,  Bart, 
as  reprefentative  of  Sir  Gilbert 
Elliot,  late  treafurers  of  the  navy, 
ought  to  be  paid  into  the  exche¬ 
quer,  for  the  public  iervice,  leav¬ 
ing  in  the  hands  of  Sir  Gilbert 
Elliot  the  fums  in  his  account 
placed  under  the  heads  of  wages, 
half-pay,  and  bounties  to  chap¬ 
lains,  to  carry  on  the  fervices  to 
which  the  fame  are  applicable  : 
that  fuch  payments  lhould  be 
without  prejudice,  and  a  proper 
fecuritv  and  indemnification  be 
given  to  each  of  them,  againft  any 
lofs  or  detriment  that  may  .accrue 
to  them,  in  conlequeace  ot  luch  ' 
payments. 

The  Right  Hon.  WTelbore  Ellis, 
the  prefenc  treafurer  of  the  navy, 
returned  to  our  requiiition,  a  ba¬ 
lance  in  his  hands  upon  the  3 nl 
of  Augult  lad,  of  three  hundred 
forty-eight  thoufand,  nine  hun¬ 
dred  forty-one  pounds,  eleven 
{hillings  and  nine-pence.  The 
a<5t  direfts  us  to  examine  into  all 
balances  in  the  hands  of  public 
accountants,  for  the  purpofe  of 
confidering  what  fum  may  be 
taken  out  of  their  hand^,  to  be 
applied  to  the  public  iervice.  It 
is  obvious,  we  could  not  examine 
the  balance  in  the  hands  of  the 
treafurer  in  office  with  this  view  : 
it  could  not  be  in  our  power  to 
fay,  that  any  part  of  it  ought  to 
be  paid  back  into  the  exchequer, 
becaufe,  in  an  office  of  fo  conlfant 
and  large  an  expenditure,  this 
fum  mull  probably  be  exhaufted, 
even  while  it  was  under  our  con- 
ndcration  :  but  it  was  competent 
to  us,  and  we  thought  it  our  duty, 
to  examine  whether  this  was  a 
lamer  fum  than  the  current  bufi- 
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nds  of  the  office  required  ihould 
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at  that  time  be  entruded  to  the 
treafurer  of  the  navy.  A  compa¬ 
nion  between  the  quantum  of  the 
fum,  and  the  demands  upon  it, 
would  enable  us  to  form  ,fome 
judgment  upon  this  point  :  with 
this  view  we  examined  the  prelent 
treasurer  himfelf,  Timothy  Brett, 
Efquire,  commifiioner  of  the  navy, 
and  comptroller  of  the  treafurer’s 
accounts,  John  Slade,  Efquire, 
commiffioner  of  the  vidtualling, 
and  John  Beil,  Efquire,  commif¬ 
fioner  of  the  lick  and  hurt  ;  from 
whom  we  colledl  the  following  in¬ 
formation  ; 

All  the  money  received  by  the 
treafurer,  for  the  fervices  of  the 
navy,  is  either  iffued  to  him  out  of 
the  exchequer,  or  paid  to  him  by 
fundry  persons,  in  purfuance  of  the 
direflions  of  the  navy,  vidlualling 
or  lick  and  hurt  boards.  The 
money  from  the  exchequer  is  if¬ 
fued  to  him,  and  arranged  in  his 
accounts  under  various  heads  of 

fervices.  Thefe  heads  are  kept 

difiindl,  and  he  cannot  place  or 
transfer  a  fum  iffued  to  him 

under  one  head,  to  any  other 
head  of  fervice.  Ail  bills  af- 

figned  upon  him  for  payment  by 
thefe  boards,  fpecify  the  corre¬ 
spondent  head  of  fervice  out  of 
which  that  bill  is  to  be  paid,  and 
jne  mud  not  pay  it  out  of  money 
placed  under  any  other  head  of 
jfervice,  than  that  fo  fpecified  on 
the  bill. 

When  money  is  wanted,  the 
application  for  it  never  originally 
moves  from  the  treafurer,  except 
in  the  Tingle  ■  indance  of  money  to 
pay  fees,  and  other  contingent  ex¬ 
igences  :  this  he  craves  of  himfelf, 
when  that  fund  is  nearly  exhauft- 
ed  :  in  all  other  cafes,  the  board, 
in  whole  department  it  is,  by  let¬ 
ter,  defire  him  to  prefent  a  me¬ 


morial  to  the  lords  of  the  treafury, 
fpecifying  the  fum  wanted,  and 
for  what  particular  fervice ;  the 
memorial  purfues  the  letter,  and 
the  iffue  is  diredled  from  the  exche¬ 
quer  in  the  terms  of  the  memorial. 
The  treafurer  immediately  certifies 
to  the  navy  board  the  whole  fum 
he  receives,  and  to  the  other  boards 
fo  much  of  that  fum  as  concerns 
them  :  he  alfo  tranfmits  to  the 
navy-board  an  account  of  all  his 
receipts  and  payments  in  the  ca- 
fhier’s  and  vidlualling  branch  every 
fortnight,  and  in  the  pay  branch 
every  month  ;  by  thefe  means  they 
have  an  exact  knowledge  of  the 
date  of  his  balance  under  each 
head  of  fervice.  Each  of  thefe 
boards  enter  in  their  books  all  the 
afiignments  they  make  upon  him 
for  payment ;  of  which  they  trans¬ 
mit  to  him  a  lift  :  hence  they  know 
what  the  adtual  demands  upon  him 
amount  to  ;  and,  from  their  expe¬ 
rience  in  the  courfe  of  the  navy  bu- 
finefs,  they  can  form  fome  conjec¬ 
ture  relative  to  the  probable  ap¬ 
proaching  demands  that  may  be 
made  upon  him  in  the  various 
branches  of  the  fervice.  By  fuch 
knowledge  and  conjedlure  thefe 
boards  are  guided  in  their  direc¬ 
tions  to  the  treafurer,  as  to  the  time 
when,  the  quantum  of  the  fum,  and 
the  fervice  for  which  every  applica¬ 
tion  for  a  fupply  is  to  be  made  to 
the  treafury . 

At  the  end  of  every  month  the 
navy-board  tranfmit  to  the  treafury 
a  certificate,  containing  an  exadl 
date  of  all  the  receipts  and  pay¬ 
ments  made  by  the  treafurer  during 
that  month,  as  they  appear  from 
their  books  ;  hence  the  lords  of  the 
treafury  have  full  knowledge  of  the 
date  of  his  balance  every  month. 
This  certificate  for  the  month  of 
Auguft  lad.  we  procured  from  the 

navy- 


STATE  PAPERS. 


navy-office,  on  which  the  balance 
in  the  hands  of  the  treafurer  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  two  hundred  fixty  thou¬ 
sand,  feven  hundred  and  lixteen 
pounds,  one  (hilling  and  eight- 
pence  farthing. 

Being  made  acquainted  thus  far 
with  the  courfe  of  bufinefs  in  this 
office,  our  next  ftep  was  to  refolve 
this  balance  of  three  hundred  forty- 
eieht  thoufand,  nine  hundred  and 
forty-one  pounds,  eleven  (hillings 
and  nine-pence  into  its  conftituent 
parts,  and  compare  the  quantum 
of  each  part,  as  far  as  we  could, 
with  the  actual  and  probable  de¬ 
mands  of  fervice  upon  it  on  the 
31ft  of  Auguft,  the  date  of  his  re¬ 
turn. 

The  firft  circumftance  that  en¬ 
gaged  our  attention,  was  a  differ¬ 
ence  between  the  trealurer’s  ba¬ 
lance  and  the  navy  balance,  upon 
the  fame  day,  the  31ft  of  Auguft, 
the  former  exceeding  the  latter  by 
the  fum  of  eighty-eight  thoufand, 
two  hundred  and  twenty  -  five 
pounds  ten  (hillings  and  three 
farthings  :  this  difference  lies  in  the 
cafhier’s  and  victualling  branches, 
and  arifes  from  the  following 
caufe  :  —  when  the  three  boards 
affign  bills  upon  the  treafurer  for 
payment,  they  immediately  give 
him  credit  for  thofe  bibs,  in  his 
account  kept  at  their  offices  ;  but 
the  treafurer  does  not  himfelf  take 
credit  for  any  bills  in  his  own  ac¬ 
count  till  he  actually  pays  them. 
The  perfons  who  receive  thefe  bilb 
do  not  always  immediately  prefent 
them  to  the  treafurer  for  payment, 
but  frequently  keep  them  in  their 
poffeffion  for  a  confiderable  time. 
The  treafurer’s  balance  mud  there¬ 
fore  exceed  the  navy  balance  as 
much  as  the  fum  of  the  bills  affign- 
ed  upon  him  for  payment  ex¬ 
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ceeds  the  fum  of  the  bills  ac¬ 
tually  paid  by  him.  We  conceive 
this  excefs  is  not  money  for  which 
the  treafurer  is  accountable  to  the 
public,  but  belongs  to  the  pro¬ 
prietors  of  thofe  bills,  and  remains 
in  his  hands,  at  their  rifle,  until 
they  apply  to  him  for  payment. 
This  fum,  therefore,  we  think, 
(hould  be  dedu&ed  from  his  ba¬ 
lance. 

We,  in  the  next  place,  obferved 
that  feveral  fums  in  each  branch 
were  not  a&ually  in  the  hands  of 
the  treafurer,  but  of  his  officers 
and  clerks,  either  carrying  on  fer«* 
vices  in  London,  or  at  the  difiant 
ports,  whither  thefe  fums  were  di¬ 
rected  to  be  fent  by  the  navy-board, 
to  carry  on  the  fervices  at  thofe 
ports.  Jt  may  reafonably  be  pre¬ 
fumed,  that  the  boards  would  not 
have  dire&ed  into  the  hands  of  the 
officers,  nor  the  treafurer  have  ea- 
truiled  them  with,  larger  fums 
than  were  wanted ;  and  therefore 
thefe  fums  too,  may  be  deduced 
from  the  treafurer’s  balance  ; 
which  will  reduce  the  oublic  mo- 

A 

nty  a&ually  in  his  hands  to  the 
fum  of  one  hundred,  twenty-eight 
thoufand,  eighty  -  three  pounds, 
fixteen  (hillings,  and  ten  pence 
farthing.  The  conftituent  parts 
of  this  balance,  under  their  fe¬ 
veral  heads  of  fervice,  confiding  of 
a  variety  of  articles,  are  dated  m 
the  navy  certificate  :  fome  of  them 
carry  the  appearance  of  having 
been  applied  for  fooner  than  the 
fervices  feem  to  have  required : 
but,  upon  examination,  we  find 
that  the  boards  do  not  direct  an 
application  for  a  fupply  to  any 
fund,  until  they  know  that  fund 
is  nearly,  or  likely  foon  to  be  ex- 

haufted.  The  treafurv  are  fome- 

✓ 

times  prevented  from  granting  the 

iffue 
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lithe  until  many  days  after  it  is 
craved  ;  and  therefore  the  ‘boards 
are  careful  to  apply  early  enough, 
to  guard  again  ft  the  hazard  of  a 
demand  upon  an  exhaufted  fund. 
To  fe-arch  into  the  actual  and  pro¬ 
bable  demands,  at  that  time,  upon 
each  of  thefe  fums,  was  hardly 
practicable  :  one  circumstance  alone 
.might  enable  us  to  judge  with  fuf- 
ficient  accuracy,  whether  the  fum 
total  was  too  large  or  not ;  that  is, 
in  what  time  this  balance  was  in 
faft  paid  away  by  the  treafurer. 
3t  appears  from  his  accounts  for 
the  month  of  Auguft,  that  this 
whole  balance,  and  much  more, 
was  received  by  him  during  that 
month  :  and  by  his  accounts  for  the 
month  of  September,  tranfmitted 
to  us  purfuant  to  our  requifition, 
it  appears  that  mot  only  the  ba¬ 
lance  remaining  on  the  31ft  of 
Auguft,  but  a  much  larger  fum, 
was  in  fafl  paid  away  by  him  dur¬ 
ing  the  fucceeding'  month.  Con¬ 
sidering  therefore,  this  fum  by  it- 
ieif,  independent  of,  and  uncon¬ 
nected  with  his  other  receipts  and 
payments,  prior  and  fubfequent  to 
the  date  of  this  balance,  we  have 
no  grounds  to  fay  that  this  indivi¬ 
dual  fum,  received  in  one  month, 
and  paid  away  in  the  next,  was 
more  than  the  fervice  required 
Should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  trea¬ 
ter  of  the  navy  upon  the  31ft  of 
Auguft  laft. 

But  it  was  neceftary  to  extend  our 
enquiry  ftiil  farther.  What  is  the 
amount  of  the  fum  that  has  been 
continually  in  the  hands  of  the  trea¬ 
furer  of  the  navy  ;  and  has  that 
fum  been  more  than  the  current 
lervices  required  ?  To  come  at 
this  knowledge,  we  obtained  from 
the  navy  office  an  account  of  the 
total  fums  received  and  paid  by 


the  treafurer  of  the  navy,  for 
every  month  from  the  ift  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  1779,  to  the  31ft  of  Auguft 
laft,  with  the  total  of  the  balan¬ 
ces  remaining  in  his  hands  at  the 
end  of  each  month,  as  they  appear 
in  the  monthly  certificates  to  the 
treafury. 

As  the  public  money  fhould 
pafs  without  delay  from  the  pocket 
of  the  fubjefl  into  the  exchequer, 
fo  it  ought  not  to  iilue  out  of  the 
exchequer,  either  before  it  is  want¬ 
ed,  or  in  larger  fums  than  the  fer¬ 
vice  for  which  it  is  ilTued  requires. 
By  this  laft  account,  a  very  large 
fum  has  been  conftantly  in  his 
hands,  during  the  period  therein 
mentioned,  exetufive  of  the  amount 
of  bills  affigned  upon  him,  but  not 
prefented  to  him  for  payment. 
The  principal  caufe  of  the  mag¬ 
nitude  of  this'  balance,  is  the  prac¬ 
tice,  in  this  office,  of  not  apply¬ 
ing  money  iftiied  under  one  head, 
towards  fatisfying  a  demand  upon 
any  other  head  of  fervice  ;  the 
confequence  of  which  is,  when  the 
money  upon  the  account  of  any 
head  of  fervice  is  nearly  exhaufted, 
a  fupply  muft  be  procured  for  that 
fervice,  how  abundant  foever  the 
fums  upon  other  heads  of  accounts, 
or  the  fum  total  of  his  cafh,  may 
be.  Were  all  the  fums  he  receives 
to  conftitute  and  be  considered  as 
one  common  general  cafh,  and  be 
applied  indiferiminately  to  every 
fervice,  a  much  lefs  fum  than  the 
loweft  of  the-  balances  in  the  ac¬ 
count  laft- mentioned  would,  in 
our  opinion,  fuffice  to  carry  on 
the  current  fer vices  of  the  navy, 
even  various  and  extenfive  as  they 
now  are.  It  would  create  no  con- 
fulioh  in  the  accounts  ;  for  the  re¬ 
ceipts  and  payments  under  each 
head  of  fervice  might  ftiil  be  kept 
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didinft ;  and  though  the  payments 
might  frequently  exceed  the  re¬ 
ceipts  on  fome  heads  of  accounts, 
yet  the  treafurer  would  not  be 
without  fufijcient  cafh,  and  the 
next  ifTue  from  the  exchequer 
would  redore  the  balances.  What 
the  fum  neceffary  for  carrying  on 
the  fervice  fhould  be,  mud  depend 
upon  circumdances  :  it  will  be 
different  at  different  times,  and 
mud  be  left  principally  to  the  dif- 
cretion  of  thofe  commiffioners,  from 
W'hom  the  direction  for  fupplies 
moves,  who,  being  converfant  in 
the  bufinefs,  can  bed  determine. 
But,  to  enable  the  lords  of  the  trea- 
lury  likewife  to  judge  of  the  pro¬ 
priety  of,  and  be  a  check  and 
controul  upon,  the  requifition,  we 
are  of  opinion,  that,  befides  the 
certificate  fent  every  month  from 
the  navy-board,  an  account  of  the 
fum  total  of  the  balance  in  the 
hands  of  the  treafurer  of  the  navy, 
fhould  be  inferted  in  every  appli¬ 
cation  for  a  fupply  to  the  trea- 
fury. 

We  have  not  been  inattentive  to 
defers  ;  we  have  obferved  in  this 
offiec,  during  the  courfe  of  our  in¬ 
quiries,  defects  which  concern  the 
officer,  the  office,  and  the  public. 

The  treafurer  finds  his  bufinefs 
does  not  end  with  his  office  ;  his 
accounts  are  dill  open  :  he  goes 
on,  receiving  and  paying,  until  he 
feels  himfelf,  his  family,  and  his 
fortune,  fubjecl  to  all  the  evils  of 
long  public  accounts  far  in  ar~ 
rear,  and  the  difficulties  of  ren¬ 
dering  an  account  increafing  daily  : 
he  continues  refponfible  for  mil¬ 
lions,  without  an  expectation  cf  ob¬ 
taining  his  final  difcharge  during 
his  life. 

The  office  is  perplexed  with  a 
multiplicity  of  thefe  accounts.— 


•  [JJ5 

There  are  four  didinCt  accounts,  of 
four  treafurers  of  the  navy,  at  this 
time  open  at  the  pay-office,  and 
bufinefs  is  carried  on  upon  every 
one  of  them  at  the  fame  time,  by 
the  fame  officers,  when  the  current 
bufinefs  of  the  prefent  treafurer 
alone  would  find  employment  e- 
nough  for  them  all. 

There  have  been  iffiued  to  three 
of  thefe  treafurers,  for  the  navy  fer¬ 
vice,  upwards  of  thirty-three  mil¬ 
lions,  the  accounts  of  which  are  not 
pafied  ;  exclafive  of  above  twenty- 
five  millions  to  the  late  Mr.  Gren¬ 
ville,  whole  final  account  is  not  yet 
fettled  ;  and  of  fixieen  millions 
to  the  prefent  treafurer,  none  of 
whofe  accounts  could  as  yet  be 
fettled. 

The  navy  accounts  in  July  lad, 
when  the  impred  certificate  was 
tranfmitted  to  us,  were  in  arrear  in 
the  office  of  the  auditor  cf  the 
impred  twenty-two  years.  This 
delay  is  occafioned  by  the  accounts 
of  the  fubfequent  years  not  being 
made  up  at  the  pay-office  of  the 
navy,  where  there  is  a  want  of 
officers  and  clerks  for  this  depart¬ 
ment.  A  fufficient  number  of  peip- 
fons,  intelligent  in  this  branch, 
fhould  forthwith  be  provided  by 
the  proper  authority,  with  ade¬ 
quate  falanes,  for  the  foie  purpofe 
of  proceeding  upon,  bringing  for¬ 
ward,  and  making  up  thele  ac¬ 
counts,  with  as  much  difpatch 
as  the  nature  of  the  bufinefs  will 
admit. 

By  this  delay  in  making  up  the 
accounts,  the  public  lofes  the  ufe, 
at  lead,  of  confiderable  fums  of 
their  own  money ;  not  that  the 
principal  itfelf  has  always  been 
fafe.  A  defaulter  of  above  twenty  - 
feven  thoufand  pounds  dands  at 
the  head  of  the  lid  of  treasurers  of 
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the  navy  upon  the  ’impreft  certifi¬ 
cate. 

We  enquired  why  a  treafurer, 
tinder  the  prefent  conftitution  of 
the  office,  might  not,  upon  his  re¬ 
signation,  immediately  pay  over 
jhis  balance  to  the  fucceflbr,  or 
into  the  exchequer,  and  all  the 
fubfequent  tranfadtions  of  office  be 
carried  on  by  the  treafurer  for  the 
time  being  ?- — Two  reafons  were 
affigned  for  the  neceffity  of  keeping 
open  his  accounts,  though  out  of 
office. 

I  ft.  That  fufficient  time  may  be 
given  to  his  fub-accountants  to  clear 
their  imprefts. 

The  fub  -  accountants  are  cer¬ 
tainly  very  numerous ;  and  as,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  prefent  mode  of 
palling  thefe  accounts,  they  mu  ft 
all  be  fet  injuper  upon  the  final  ac¬ 
count,  was  that  account  to  be 
made  up  foon  after  the  expiration 
of  the  treafurerffiip,  it  would  be 
very  voluminous  and  troublefome 
to  the  office.  But,  fmce  the  trea¬ 
furer  in  office  does  how  clear  the 
imprefts  of  fome  of  his  predecef- 
fors,  and  can  clear  the  imprefts  of 
all,  and  the  three  boards  can,  at 
their  pleafure,  call  upon  the  fub- 
accountants  to  clear  their  imprefts, 
we  do  not  think  this  reafon  con- 
clufive. 

2d.  That  the  payment  of  his 
Ships  books  may  be  completed. 

A  fhip’s  book  is  a  voucher  for 
the  treafurer  who  pays  it  :  two 
cannot  pay  upon  the  fame  book  ;  it 
would  create  confufion,  as  the  pay¬ 
ments  of  the  one  could  not,  with¬ 
out  great  trouble  and  difficulty,  be 
diftingUiffied  from  thofe  of  the 
other;  it  could  not  therefore  be 
made  a  voucher  for  two  treaiurers. 
To  enable  a  treafurer  in  office  to 
carry  on  the  payment  of  a  flip’s 


book  open  in  the  time  of  his  pre- 
deceftbr,  the  names  of  all  the  fea- 
men  not  paid  mail  be  abftradted, 
and  sintered  in  a  new  book  ;  a  work 
of  great  labour  and  length  of  time, 
where  the  books  are  fo  numerous  5 
and  during  all  that  time,  no  pay¬ 
ment  of  wages  could  be  made  to 
the  feamen  unpaid  upon  thofe 
books. 

Upon  the  examination  of  a  flip’s 
book,  there  appears  a  foundation 
for  this  objection*  which  opens  a 
door  for  a  poffible  mifchief,  worthy 
confideration.  It  is  in  the  power 
of  a  treafurer  of  the  navy,  retiring 
in  difguft,  to  refufe  carrying  on 
any  more  payments,  and  by  that 
means  to  put  a  flop,  for  eight 
months  or  more,  to  the  payment 
of  all  the  feamen  on  the  numerous 
volumes  of  flips  books  open  at  thd 
feverai  ports  in  his  treafurerffiip. 
Mr.  Grenville  left  open  above  thir¬ 
teen  hundred.  This  evil  does  not 
reft  in  {peculation  ;  we  have  an  in- 
fiance  or  it.  in  evidence.  The  of¬ 
fice  that  does  not  guard  againft  the 
pofiibility  of  fuch  an  evil,  is  funda¬ 
mentally  defedtive. 

Thefe  defedts  ffiould  be  fpeedily 
corredled.  To  alter  the  conftitu¬ 
tion  of  the  office  ;  to  aboliffi  the 
fuhordinate  treafury  ;  to  render  a 
treafurer  the  mere  accountant ;  and 
to  vary  the  mode  of  accounting; 
carry  with  them  a  ftrong  appear¬ 
ance  of  an  effectual  remedy  :  but 
were  we,  in  the  prefent  fate  of 
our  inquiries,  to  come  to  decifions 
of  fuch  moment,  we  ffiould  be 
premature,  perhaps  raffi.  It  is 
eafier  to  fee  the  defedts  than  to 
Tupply  the  regulation.  The  pay 
of  the  navy  is  an  important  ob¬ 
ject,  and  any  alteration  in  the 
mode  ffiould  be  well  weighed  be¬ 
fore  it  is  adopted  ;  it-  ffiould  be 
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traced  through  all  its  effects,  and 
perfectly  afcertained  to  be  as  feasi¬ 
ble  in  practice,  as  it  is  fpecious  in 
theory.  To  difturb,  to  confound, 
or  to  delay  (effefts  not  unfrequent, 
when  novelty  of  form  is  introduc¬ 
ed,  and  new  principles  applied  to 
an  old  office)  might  be  attended 
with  very  ferious  confequences. 

The  defefts,  to  which  we  have 
alluded,  prefented  themfelves  in 
the  courfe  of  an  examination  made, 
in  obedience  to  the  Ad,  for  a 
more  limited  purpofe.  Coming 
however,  before  us,  they  are,  in 
our  opinion,  too  important  to  be 
palled  over  in  filence;  we  thought 
it  our  duty  to  point  them  out, 
that,  Should  they  be  deemed  a 
proper  fubjed  for  the  exercife  of 
the  wifdom  of  the  legislature,  the 
folid  advantages,  which  would  re- 
fult  :o  the  public  from  their  cor. 
redion,  might  not  be  delayed. 
Had  we  protraded  this  report  un¬ 
til  we  were  poffeffed  of  materials 
for  a  well-grounded  opinion  upon 
thefe  points,  we  muSt  have  dif¬ 
obeyed  the  Ad,  that  enjoins  us  to 
report,  in  the  firft  place,  upon 
the  balances  in  the  hands  of  ac¬ 
countants  in  this  feffion  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  to  the  end  that  the  public 
money,  long  ago  iffued,  and  ilill 
remaining  in  their  hands,  may, 
with  all  convenient  fpeed,  be  re- 
ffored  to  the  protection  of  the 


public. 

Guy  Carleton,  (L.  S.) 

T.  Anguish,  (L.  S.) 

A.  Piggott,  (L.  S.) 

Richard  Neave,  (L.  S.) 


Sam.  Be achcroft,  (L.  S.) 
Geo.  D rum mond,  (L.  S.) 

Office  of  Accounts ,  Bell-Yard, 
March  6,  1781, 
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The  remaining  reports  of  the  com - 
mi jf  oners  will  be  given  in  the  next 
c volume . 


Heads  of  the  principal  Adi  of  Par¬ 
liament  from  Nov  I,  1 7 80,  to 
July  18,  1781. 

\  N  Ad  for  the  better  fupplj 
of  mariners  and  feamen,  to 
ferve  in  his  majeftyVs  Ships  o£ 
war,  and  on  board  merchant  Ships, 
and  other  trading  Ships  and  vei- 
fels. 

An  Ad  for  extending  the  pro- 
vifions  of  three  Ads  made  in  the 
1 8th,  19th,  and  20rh  years  of  his 
prefent  majefty’s  reign,  with  re- 
fped  to  bringing  prize  goods  in!;o 
this  kingdom,  to  prizes  taken 
from  the  States  General  of  the 
United  Provinces;  for  declaring 
what  goods  Shall  be  deemed  mili¬ 
tary  or  Ship  Stores  ;  for  regulating 
the  fale  of,  and  ascertaining  the 
duties  upon  Eall -India  goods,  con¬ 
demned  as  prize  in  the  port  of 
London;  for  permitting  the  pur- 
chafers  of  prize -goods,  condemn¬ 
ed  abroad,  to'  import  fuch  goods 
into  this  kingdom,  under  the  like 
regulations  and  advantages  as  are 
granted  by  law  to  the  captors 
themfelves;  and  for  reducing  the 
duties  on  foreign  prize  tobacco.  „ 
An  Aft  for  the  encouragement 
of  feamen,  and  for  the  more  Speedy 
and  effectual  manning  of  his  ma- 
jeftv’s  navy. 

An  Aft  for  keeping  the  militia 
forces  of  this  kingdom  complete, 
during  the  time  therein  mention¬ 
ed  ;  and  for  regulating  the  admiff 
fion  of  fubftitutes  to  ferve  in  the 
militia. 

An  Aft  to  permit  the  imports- 
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tion  of  flax,  and  flax  feed,  into 
this  kingdom,  or  Ireland,  in  any 
fhip  or  veffel  belonging  to  any 
kingdom  or  Hate  in  amity  with  his 
majefly,  navigated  with  foreign 
mariners,  during  the  prefent  hof- 
tilities. 

An  Ad  to  permit  gdods,  the 
produd  or  manufadure  of  certain 
places  within  the  Levant,  or  Me¬ 
diterranean  feas,  to  be  imported 
into  Great  Britain,  or  Ireland,  in 
Britifh  or  foreign  veffels,  from 
any  place  whatfoever,  and  for  lay¬ 
ing  a  duty  on  cotton,  and  cotton 
wool,  imported  into  this  kingdom, 
in  foreign  (hips  or  veffels,  during 
the  prefent  hoAilities. 

An  Ad  to  permit,  during  the 
prefent  hoftili ties,  the  importation 
of  goods,  the  produce  of  the  plan¬ 
tations  of  the  crown  of  Portugal, 
into  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,,  in 
Portuguefe  veffels,  and  the  im¬ 
portation  of  certain  other  goods 
therein  mentioned,  in  any  neutral 
Blips  and  veffels. 

An  Ad  for  preventing  certain 
abules  and  profanations  on  the 
Lord’s  day,  called  Sunday. 

An  Ad  for  continuing  and  a- 
mending  an  Ad,  made  in  the  laft 
fefflon  of  parliament,  intituled, 
6e  An  Ad  for  appointing  and  ena¬ 
bling  com  mi  {Boners  to  examine, 
take,  and  ftate  the  public  accounts 
of  the  kingdom  ;  and  to  report 
what  balances  are  in  the  hands  of 
accountant's  which  may  be  applied 
to  the  public  fervice,  and  what 
defects  there  are  in  the  prefent 
mode  of  receiving,  colleding,  if- 
iuing,  and  accounting  for  public 
money,  and  in  what  more  expe¬ 
ditious  and  effectual,  and  lefs  ex- 
penfive  manner,  the  faid  fervice 
ean,  in  future,  be  regulated  and 


carried  on  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public.” 

An  Ad  to  dired  the  payment 
into  the  exchequer,  of  the  relpec- 
tive  balances  remaining  in  the 
hands  of  the  feveral  perfons  there¬ 
in  named,  for  the  ufe  and  benefit 
of  the  public,  and  for  indemnify¬ 
ing  the  faid  refpedive  perfons  and 
their  reprefentatives,  in  refped  of 
fuch  payments,  and  againft  all  fu¬ 
ture  claims  relating  thereto,  and 
for  other  purpofes  therein  men¬ 
tioned.  7 

An  Ad  to  render  valid,  certain 
marriages  folemnized  in  certain 
churches  and  public  chapels,  in 
which  banns  had  not  ufually  been 
publifhed  before,  or  at  the  time 
of  paffing  an  Ad,  made  in  the 
26th  year  of  King  George  the  Se¬ 
cond,  intituled,  “  An  Ad  for  the 
better  preventing  all  clandefline 
marriages.” 

An  Ad  for  eftablifhing  an  agree¬ 
ment  with  the  united  company  of 
merchants  trading  to  the  Eafl-In- 
dies,  for  the  payment  of  the  fum 
of  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  public,  in  full 
difeharge  and  fatisfadion  of  all 
claims  and  demands  of  the  public, 
&c.  and  for  granting  to  the  faid 
company,  for  a  farther  term,  the 
foie  and  exclufive  trade  to  and  from 
the  Ball-Indies ;  and  for  efiablifh- 
ing  certain  regulations  for  the 
better  management  of  the  affair? 
of  the  faid  company,  as  well  m 
India  a$.  in  Europe,  and  the  re¬ 
cruiting  the  military  forces  of  the 
faid  company. 

An  Ad  to  explain  and  amend  fo 
much  of  an  Ad,  made  in  the  3  3 tJbi 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent 
rnajeffy,  intituled,  e‘  An  Ad  for 
eltabliffang  certain  regulations  for 

tne 


STATE  PAPERS.  [339 

the  better  management  of  the  af-  dicature;  and  alfo  for  indemnify-, 
fairs  of  the  Ealt-India  company,  ing  the  governor  -  general  and 
as  well  in  India  as  in  Europe,  as  council  of  Bengal,  and  all  officers 
relates  to  the  adminiftration  of  juf-  who  have  a&ed  under  their  orders 
tice  in  Bengal;  and  for  the  relief  or  authority,  in  the  refiftance  made 
of  certain  perfons  imprifoned  at  to  the  procefs  of  the  fupreme 
Calcutta,  in  Bengal,  under  a  ju-  court,” 
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ubar after  of  the  Emperor  Conftan- 
tine  ;  from  Gibbon’j  Hiflory  of 
the  Decline  and  Pall  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  Empire. 

[A.  D.  324.] 

HE  charafter  of  the  prince 
who  removed  the  feat  of 
empire,  and  introduced  fuch  im¬ 
portant  changes  into  the  civil  and 
religious  constitution  of  his  coun¬ 
try,  has  fixed  the  attention,  and 
divided  the  opinions,  of  man¬ 
kind.  By  the  grateful  zeal  of  the 
Chriftians,  the  deliverer  of  the 
church  has  been  decorated  with 
every  attribute  of  a  hero,  and 
even  of  a  faint;  while  the  dif- 
content  of  the  vanquifhed  party 
has  compared  Conftantine  to  the 
moft  abhorred  of  thofe  tyrants, 
who,  by  their  vice  and  vveak- 
jnefs,  difhonoured  the  Imperial 
purple.  The  fame  paftions  have 
in  feme  degree  been  perpetuated 
to  fucceeding  generations,  and  the 
character  of  Conftantine  is  confi- 
dered,  even  in  the  prefent  age, 
as  an  object  either  of  fatire  or 
of  panegyric.  By  the  impartial 
union  of  thofe  defeats  which  are 
confefled  by  his  warmed  admirers, 
and  of  thofe  virtues  which  are 
acknowledged  by  his  moft  impla¬ 
cable  enemies,  we  might  hope  to 
delineate  a  juft  portrait  of  that 
Vol.  XXIV. 


extraordinary  man,  which  the 
truth  and  candour  of  hiftory  fttould 
adopt  without  a  blulh.  But  it 
would  foon  appear,  that  the  vain 
attempt  to  blend  fuch  difeordant 
colours,  and  to  reconcile  fuch  in- 
confiftent  qualities,  muft  produce 
a  figure  monftrous  rather  than 
human,  unlefs  it  is  viewed  in  its 
proper  and  diftinft  lights,  by  a 
careful  reparation  of  the  different 
periods  of  the  reign  of  Conftantine. 

The  perfon,  as  well  as  the 
mind  of  Conftantine,  had  been  en¬ 
riched  by  nature  with  her  choice!! 
Endowments.  His  ftature  was 
lofty,  his  countenance  majeftic, 
his  deportment  graceful  ;  his 
ftrength  and  activity  were  difplay- 
ed  in  every  manly  exercife,  arid 
from  his  earlieft  youth,  to  a  very 
advanced  feafon  of  life,  he  pre- 
ferved  the  vigour  of  his  conftitu^ 
tion  by  a  ftri&  adherence  to  the 
domeftic  virtues  of  chaftity  and 
temperance.  He  delighted  in  the 
focial  intercourfe  of  familiar  con- 
verfation  5  and  though  he  might 
fometimes  indulge  his  difpofition 
to  raillery  with  lefs  referve  than 
was  required  by  the  fevere  dignity 
of  his  ftation,  the  courtefy  and 
liberality  of  his  manners  gained 
the  hearts  of  all  who  approached, 
him.  The  ftneerity  of  his  friend- 
ftiip  has  been  fufpe&ed  5  yet  he 
B  Ihewed. 
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fhewed,  on  fome  occadons,  that 
he  was  not  incapable  of  a  warm 
and  Jailing  attachment,,  The 
difadvantage  of  an  illiterate  edu¬ 
cation  had  not  prevented  him  from 
forming  a  jolt  e  him  ate  of  the  va¬ 
lue  of  learning  ;  and  the  arts  and 
fciences  derived  fome  encourage¬ 
ment  from  the  munificent  protec¬ 
tion  of  Condantine.  In  the  dif- 
patch  of  bufinefs,  his  diligence 
was  indefatigable  ;  and  the  ablive 
powers  of  his  rriind  Were  a! moil 
continually  exercifed  in  reading, 
writing,  or  meditating,  in  giving- 
audience  to  ambaffadors,  and  in 
examining  the  complaints  of  his 
fubjed:s.  Even  thofe  who  cen¬ 
tred  the  propriety  of  his  meafures 
were  compelled  to  acknowledge, 
that  he  podeded  magnanimity  to 
conceive,  and  patience  to  execute, 
the  molt  arduous  deligns,  without 
being  checked  either  by  the  pre- 
j  udices  of  education,  or  by  the 
clamours  of  the  multitude.  In 
the  held,  he  infufed  his  own  in¬ 
trepid  ,  fjpirit  into  the  troops, 
whom  he  conduced  with  the  ta¬ 
lents  of  a  confummate  general  ; 
and  to  his  abilities,  rather  than  to 
his  fortune,  we  may  afcribe  the 
ixgna!  victories  which  he  obtained 
lover  the  foreign  and  domeilic  foes 
of  the  republic.  He  loved  glory, 
as  the  reward,  perhaps  as  the 
motive,  of  his  labours.  The 
boundlefs  ambition,  which,  from 
the  moment  of  his  accepting  the 
purple  at  York,  appears  as  the 
ruling  paffion  of  his  foul,  may 
be  judified  by  the  dangers  of  his 
own  fituation,  by  the  charader  of 
his  rivals,  by  the  confcioufnefs  of 
fuperior  merit,  and  by  the  prof- 
ped  that  his  fuccefs  would  enable 
him  to  redore  peace  and  order  to 
the  didraded  empire.  In  his  cl* 


vil  wars  againd  Maxentius  and 
Licinius,  he  had  engaged  on  his 
fide  the  inclinations  of  the  people, 
who  compared  the  undidembled 
vices  of  thole  tyrants,  with  the 
fpirit  of  wifdom  and  judice  which 
leemed  to  dired  the  general  tenor 
of  the  adminidration  of  Condan- 
tine. 

Had  Condantine  fallen  on  the 
banks  of  the  Tyber,  or  even  in 
the  plains  of  Hadrianople,  fuch 
is  the  charader  which,  with  a  few 
exceptions,  he  might  have  tranf- 
mitted  to  pofterity.  But  the  con- 
cludcm  of  his  reign  (according  to 
the  moderate  and  indeed  tender 
fentence  of  a  writer  of  the  fame 
age)  degraded  him  from  the  rank 
which  he  had  acquired  among  the 
mod  deferring  of  the  Roman 
princes.  In  the  life  of  Augudus, 
we  behold  the  tyrant  of  the  re¬ 
public,  converted,  aimed  by  im¬ 
perceptible  -degrees,  into  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  his  country  and  of  human 
kind.  In  that  of  Condantine,  we 
may  contemplate  a  hero,  who  had 
fo  long  infpired  his  fubjeds  with 
love,  and  his  enemies  with  terror, 
degenerating  into  a  cruel  and  dif-. 
iolute  monarch,  corrupted  by  his 
fortune,  or  raifed  by  conqued 
above  the  neceffity  of  difhmula- 
tion.  The  general  peace  which  he 
maintained  during  the  lad  four¬ 
teen  years  of  his  reign,  was  a  pe¬ 
riod  of  apparent  fplendor  rather 
than  of  real  profperity ;  and  the 
old  age  of  Condantine  was  dif. 
graced  by  the  oppodte  yet  recon- 
cileable  vices  of  rapacioufnefs  and 
prodigality.  The  accumulated 
treafures  found  in  the  palaces  of 
Maxentius  and  Licinius,  were  la- 
viihly  confumed  ;  the  various  in¬ 
novations  introduced  by  the  con¬ 
queror,  were  attended  with  an 
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encreafing  expence ;  the  coft  of 
his  buildings,  his  court,  and  his 
feftivals,  required  an  immediate 
and  plentiful  fupply  ;  and  the 
opprelfion  of  the  people  was  the 
only  fund  which  could  lupport  the 
magnificence  of  the  fovereign. 
His  unworthy  favourites,  en¬ 
riched  by  the  boundlefs  liberality 
of  their  mailer,  ufurped  with 
impunity  the  privilege  of  rapine 
and  corruption.  A  fecrec  but 
univerfal  decay  was  felt  in  every 
part  of  the  public  adminiilration, 
and  the  emperor  himfelf,  though 
he  flill  retained  the  obedience, 
gradually  loft  the  eilcem,  of  his 
fubjedts.  The  drefs  and  manners, 
which,  towards  the  decline  of  life, 
he  chofe  to  affeft,  ferved  only  to 
degrade  him  in  the  eyes  of  man¬ 
kind.  The  Afiatic  pomp,  which 
had  been  adopted  by  the  pride  of 
Diocletian,  affumed  an  air  of  foft- 
nefs  and  effeminacy  in  the  perfon 
of  Conftantine.  He  is  repre- 
fented  with  falfe  hair  of  various 
colours,  laborioufly  arranged  by 
the  fk.il fu  1  artifts  of  the  times  ;  a 
diadem  of  a  new  and  more  expen- 
five  fafhion  ;  a  profufion  of  gems 
and  pearls,  of  collars  and  brace¬ 
lets,  and  a  variegated  flowing 
robe  of  filk,  moft  curioufty  em¬ 
broidered  with  flowers  of  gold. 
In  fuch  apparel,  fcarcely  to  be  ex- 
cufed  by  the  youth  and  folly  of 
Elagabalus,  we  are  at  a  iofs  to 
ai  fcover  the  wifdom  of  an  a?ed 
monarch,  and  the  fimplicity  of 
a  Roman  veteran.  A  mind  thus 
relaxed  by  profperity  and  indul¬ 
gence,  was  incapable  of  riflng  to 
that  magnanimity  which  difdains 
fufpicion,  and  dares  to  forgive. 
The  deaths  of  Maximinian  and 
Licinius  may  perhaps  be  jufiified 
by  the  maxims  of  policy,  as  they 
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are  taught  in  the  fchools  of  ty¬ 
rants  ;  but  an  impartial  narrative 
of  the  executions,  or  rather  mur¬ 
ders,  which  fu  1  lied  the  declining 
age  of  Conflantine,  will  fuggelt 
to  our  moft  candid  thoughts,  the 
idea  of  a  prince,  who  could  facri- 
fice  without  reludtance  the  laws  of 
juftice,  and  the  feelings  of  nature, 
to  the  dilates  either  of  his  pafftons 
or  of  his  intereft. 


An  Account  of  the  pa f  oral  Manners 
and  of  the  Government  of  the 
Scythians  or  Tartars  y  from  the 
Jame  Author . 

IN  every  age,  the  immenfs 
plains  of  Scythia,  or  Tartary, 
have  been  inhabited  by  vagrant 
tribes  of  hunters  and  Ihepherds, 
whofe  indolence  refufes  to  culti¬ 
vate  the  earth,  and  whofe  reftlefs 
fpirit  difdains  the  confinement  of 
a  fedentary  life.  In  every  age, 
the  Scythians,  and  Tartars,  have 
been  renowned  for  their  invinci¬ 
ble  courage,  and  rapid  conquefts. 
The  thrones  of  Afia  have  been 
repeatedly  overturned  by  the  Ihep- 
herds  of  the  North  ;  and  their 
arms  have  fpread  terror  and  de¬ 
valuation  over  the  moft  fertile  and 
warlike  countries  of  Europe.  On 
this  occafion,  as  well  as  on  many 
others,  the  fober  hiftorian  is  forci¬ 
bly  awakened  from  a  pleafing  vi- 
flon  ;  and  is  compelled,  with  fome 
reiudtance,  to  confefs,  that  the 
paftoral  manners,  which  have  been 
adorned  with  the  faireft  attributes 
of  peace  and  innocence,  are  much 
better  adapted  to  the  fierce  and 
cruel  habits  of  a  military  life. 
To  illuftrate  this  obfervation,  I 
fnall  now  proceed  to  confider  a 
nation  of  Ihepherds  and  of  war- 
E  2  xiors. 
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riors.  In  the  three  important  ar¬ 
ticles  of,  I.  Their  diet;  II.  Their 
habitations ;  and.  III.  Their  ex- 
ercifes.  The  narratives  of  anti¬ 
quity  are  juftified  by  the  expe¬ 
rience  of  modern  times ;  and  the 
banks  of  the  Boryfthenes,  of  the 
Volga,  or  of  the  Selinga,  will 
indifferently  prefent  the  fame  uni¬ 
form  fpeCtacle  of  fimilar  and  na¬ 
tive  manners. 

I.  The  corn,  or  even  the  rice, 
which  constitutes  the  ordinary  and 
wholefome  food  of  a  civilized 
people,  can  be  obtained  only  by 
the  patient  toil  of  the  huSband- 
man.  Some  of  the  happy  fa- 
vages,  who  dwell  between  the 
tropics,  are  plentifully  nourished 
by  the  liberality  of  nature;  but  in 
the  climates  of  the  North,  a  na¬ 
tion  of  Shepherds  is  reduced  to 
their  flocks  and  herds.  The  Skil¬ 
ful  practitioners  of  the  medical 
art  will  determine  (if  they  are 
able  to  determine)  how  far  the 
temper  of  the  human  mind  may 
be  aSfe&ed  by  the  ufe  of  animal, 
or  of  vegetable,  food ;  and  whe¬ 
ther  the  common  aflbciation  of 
'Carnivorous  and  cruel,  deferves 
to  be  considered  in  any  other  light 
than  that  of  an  innocent,  perhaps 
a  falutary,  prejudice  of  humanity. 
Yet  if  it  be  true,  that  the  fenti- 
ment  of  compaifion  is  impercepti¬ 
bly  weakened  by  the  fight  and 
practice  of  domeftic  cruelty,  we 
may  obferve,  that  the  horrid  ob¬ 
jects  which  are  difguifed  by  the 
arts  of  European  refinement,  are 
exhibited  in  their  naked  and  moft 
difgufting  fmvplicity,  in  the  tent 
of  a  Tartarian  Shepherd.  The 
ox,  or  the  Sheep,  are  Slaughtered 
by  the  fame  hand  from  which 
they  were  accuftomed  to  receive 
their  daily  food ;  and  the  bleed¬ 


ing  limbs  are  ferved,  with  very 
little  preparation,  on  the  table  of 
their  unfeeling  murderer.  In  the 
military  profeffion,  and  efpecially 
in  the  conduft  of  a  numerous 
army,  the  exclufive  ufe  of  animal 
food  appears  to  be  productive  of 
the  moil  folid  advantages.  Corn 
is  a  bulky  and  perishable  commo¬ 
dity  ;  and  the  large  magazines, 
which  are  indifpenfably  neceifary 
for  the  fubfiftence  of  our  troops, 
mu  ft  be  Slowly  tranfported  by  the 
labour  of  men,  or  horfes.  But 
the  flocks  and  herds,  w'hich  ac¬ 
company  the  march  of  the  Tar¬ 
tars,  afford  a  fure  and  encreafmg 
fupply  of  flefh  and  milk :  in  the 
far  greater  Dart  of  the  uncultivat- 
ed  wafte,  the  vegetation  of  the 
grafs  is  quick  and  luxuriant  ;  and 
there  are  few  places  fo  extremely 
barren,  that  the  hardy  cattle  of  the 
North  cannot  find  feme  tolerable 
pailure.  The  fupply  is  multi¬ 
plied  and  prolonged,  by  the  un- 
diftinguifhing  appetite,  and  pa¬ 
tient  abstinence,  of  the  Tartars. 
They  indifferently  feed  on  the 
flefh  of  thole  animals  that  have 
been  killed  for  the  table,  or  have 
died  of  difeafe.  Horfe-flefh,  which 
in  every  age  and  country  has  been 
proscribed  by  the  civilifed  nations 
of  Europe  and  Afia,  they  devour 
with  peculiar  greedinefs ;  and  this 
Singular  tafte  facilitates  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  their  military  operations. 
The  aClive  cavalry  of  Scythia  is 
always  followed,  in  their  moft 
diftant  and  rapid  incurfions,  by 
an  adequate  number  of  fpare 
horfes,  who  may  be  occasionally 
ufed,  either  to  redouble  the  fpeed, 
or  to  Satisfy  the  hunger,  of  the 
Barbarians.  Many  are  the  re¬ 
sources  of  courage  and  poverty. 
When  the  forage  round  a  camp 
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of  Tartars  is  almoft  confumed, 
they  (laughter  the  greateft  pare  of 
their  cattle,  and  preferve  the  fleffi, 
either  fmoked,  or  dried  in  the 
fun.  On  the  fudden  emergency 
of  a  hafty  march,  they  provide 
themfelves  with  a  fufficient  quan¬ 
tity  of  little  balls  of  cheefe,  or 
rather  of  hard  curd,  which  they 
occafionally  diffolve  in  water;  and 
this  unfubllantial  diet  will  fup- 
port,  for  many  days,  the  life,  and 
even  the  fpirits,  of  the  patient 
warrior.  Bat  this  extraordinary 
abftinence,  which  the  Stoic  would 
approve,  and  the  hermit  might 
envy,  is  commonly  fucceeded  by 
the  moft:  voracious  indulgence  of 
appetite.  The  wines  of  a  hap¬ 
pier  climate  are  the  moft  grateful 
prefent,  or  the  moft  valuable  com¬ 
modity,  that  can  be  offered  to  the 
Tartars;  and  the  only  example  of 
their  induftry  feems  to  confift  in 
the  art  of  extracting  from  mare’s 
milk  a  fermented  liquor,  which 
poffeffes  a  very  ftrong  power  of  in¬ 
toxication.  Like  the  animals  of 
prey,  the  favages,  both  of  the  old 
and  new  world,  experience  the 
alternate  viciffitudes  of  famine 
and  plenty  ;  and  their  ftomach  is 
inured  to  fuftain,  without  much 
inconvenience,  the  oppofite  ex¬ 
tremes  of  hunger  and  of  intem¬ 
perance. 

II.  In  the  ages  of  ruftic  and 
martial  fimplicity,  a  people  of 
foldiers  and  hufbandmen  are  dif- 
perfed  over  the  face  of  an  exten- 
five  and  cultivated  country  ;  and 
fome  time  muft  elapfe  before  the 
warlike  youth  of  Greece  or  Italy 
could  be  affembled  under  the  fame 
ltandard,  either  to  defend  their 
own  confines,  or  to  invade  the 
territories  of  the  adjacent  tribes. 
The  progrefs  of  manufactures  and 
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commerce  infenfiblv  colleCts  a 
large  multitude  within  the  walls 
of  a  city  :  but  thefe  citizens  are 
no  longer  foldiers  ;  and  the  arts 
which  adorn  and  improve  the  ftate 
of  civil  fociety,  corrupt  the  ha¬ 
bits  of  the  military  life.  The 
paftoral  manners  of  the  Scythians 
feem  to  unite  the  different  ad¬ 
vantages  of  fimplicity  and  refine¬ 
ment.  The  individuals  of  the 
fame  tribe  are  conftantly  affembled, 
but  they  are  aflembled  in  a  camp  ; 
and  the  native  fpirit  of  thefe 
dauntlefs  fhepherds  is  animated  by 
mutual  fupport  and  emulation. 
The  houfes  of  the  Tartars  are  no 
more  than  fmall  tents,  of  an  oval 
form,  which  afford  a  cold  and 
dirty  habitation,  for  the  promif- 
cuous  youth  of  both  fexes.  The 
palaces  of  the  rich  confift  of  wood¬ 
en  huts,  of  fuch  a  fize  that  they 
may  be  conveniently  fixed  on  large 
waggons,  and  drawn  by  a  team 
perhaps  of  twenty  or  thirty  oxen. 
The  flocks  and  herds,  after  graz¬ 
ing  all  day  in  the  adjacent  pas¬ 
tures,  retire,  on  the  approach  of 
night,  within  the  protection  of 
the  camp.  The  neceffity  of  pre¬ 
venting  the  moft  mifehievous  con- 
fufion,  in  fuch  a  perpetual  con- 
courfe  of  men  and  animals,  muff 
gradually  introduce,  in  the  diftri- 
bution,  the  order,  and  the  guard, 
of  the  encampment,  the  rudi¬ 
ments  of  the  military  art.  As 
foon  as  the  forage  of  a  certain 
diftriCt  is  confumed,  the  tribe,  or 
rather  army,  of  fhepherds,  makes 
a  regular  march  to  fome  frefli  paf- 
tures ;  and  thus  acquires,  in  the 
ordinary  occupations  of  the  pafto¬ 
ral  life,  the  practical  knowledge 
of  one  of  the  moft  important  and 
difficult  operations  of  war.  The 
choice  of  ftations  is  regulated  by 
?  3  ih* 
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the  difference  of  the  feafons :  in 
the  Hummer,  the  Tartars  advance 
towards  the  North,  and  pitch  their 
tents  on  the  banks  of  a  riVer,  or, 
at  lead,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
a  running  dream.  But  in  the 
winter  they  return  to  the  South, 
and  flicker  their  camp,  behind 
fome  convenient  eminence,  againft 
the  winds,  which  are  chilled  in 
their  paffage  over  the  bleak  and 
icy  regions  of  Siberia.  Thefe 
manners  are  admirably  adapted  to 
d  iff  ufe,  among  the  wandering 
tribes,  the  fpirit  of  emigration 
and  conqueft.  The  connection 
between  the  people  and  their  ter¬ 
ritory  is  of  fo  frail  a  texture,  that 
it  may  be  broken  by  the  flighted 
accident.  The  camp,  and  not 
the  foil,  is  the  native  country  of 
the  genuine  Tartar*  Within  the 
precindls  of  that  camp,  his  fami¬ 
ly,  his  companions,  his  property 
are  always  included  ;  and,  in  the 
mod  diftant  marches,  he  is  dill 
furrounded  by  the  objects  which 
are  dear,  or  valuable,  or  familiar 
in  his  eyes.  The  third  of  rapine, 
the  fear,  or  the  refentment  of  in¬ 
jury,  the  impatience  of  fervitude, 
have,  in  every  age,  been  fuflicient 
caufes  to  urge  the  tribes  of  Scythia 
boldly  to  advance  into  fome  un¬ 
known  countries,  where  they  might 
hope  to  find  a  more  plentiful  iub- 
fidence,  or  a  lefs  formidable  ene¬ 
my.  The  revolutions  of  the  North 
have  frequently  determined  the 
fate  of  the  South ;  and  in  the 
conflict  of  bolide  nations,  the 
victor  and  the  vanquished  have  al¬ 
ternately  drove,  and  been  driven, 
from  the  confines  of  China  to  thofe 
of  Germany,  Thefe  great  emi¬ 
grations,  which  have  been  fome- 
times  executed  with  aimed  incre¬ 
dible  diligence,  were  rendered 
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more  eafy  by  the  peculiar  nature 
of  the  climate.  It  is  well  known, 
that  the  cold  of  Tartary  is  much 
more  fevere  than  in  the  mid  A  of 
the  temperate  zone  might  reason¬ 
ably  be  expected  :  this  uncommon 
rigour  is  attributed  to  the  height 
of  the  plains,  which  rife,  efpe- 
dally  towards  the  Ead,  more  than 
half  a  mile  above  the  level  of  the 
fea  ;  and  to  the  quantity  of  fait- 
petre,  with  which  the  foil  is  deeply 
impregnated.  In  the  winter-fea- 
fon,  the  broad  and  rapid  rivers, 
that  difcharge  their  waters  into  the 
Euxine,  the  Cafpian,  or  the  Icy 
Sea,  are  drongly  frozen  ;  the  Helds 
are  covered  with  a  bed  of  fnow  ; 
and  the  fugitive,  or  victorious, 
tribes  may  feeurely  traverfe,  with 
their  families,  their  waggons,  and 
their  cattle,  the  fmcoth  and  hard 
furface  of  an  immenfe  plain. 

Ill,  The  padoral  life,  compared 
with  the  labours  of  agriculture 
and  manufactures,  is  undoubtedly  a 
life  of  idlenefs ;  and  as  the  mod 
honourable  fhepherds  of  the  Tar¬ 
tar  race  devolve  on  their  captives 
the  domedic  management  of  the 
cattle,  their  own  lieifure  is  feldorn 
clidurbed  by  any  fervile  and  ar¬ 
duous  cares.  But  this  leisure, 
in  dead  of  being  devoted  to  the 
foft  enjoyments  of  love  and  har¬ 
mony,  is  ufefuliy  fpent  in  the  vio¬ 
lent  and  {Sanguinary  exercife  of  the 
chace.  The  plains  of  Tartary  are 
filled  with  a  drong  and  Serviceable 
breed  of  horfes,  which  are  eaflly 
trained  for  the  purpofes  of  w ar  and 
hunting.  The  Scythians  of  every 
age  have  been  celebrated  as  bold 
and  fkilful  riders  :  and  condant 
practice  had  feated  them  fo  firmly 
on  horfeback,  that  they  were  iup- 
pofed  by  Arangers  to  perform  the 
ordinary  duties  of  civil  lire,  to 

eat. 
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eat,  to  drink,  and  even  to  fleep, 
without  difmounting  from  their 
keeds.  They  excel  in  the  dexte¬ 
rous  management  of  the  lance; 
the  long  Tartar  bow  is  drawn  with 
a  nervous  arm  ;  and  the  weighty 
arrow  is  directed  to  its  object  with 
unerring  aim,  and  irrefikible 
force.  Thefe  arrows  are  often 
pointed  again#  the  harmlefs  ani¬ 
mals  of  the  defert,  which  increafe 
and  multiply  in  the  abfence  of 
their  mo#  formidable  enemy;  the 
hare,  the  goat,  the  roebuck,  the 
fallow-deer,  the  kag,  the  elk,  and 
the  antelope.  The  vigour  and 
patience  both  of  the  men  and  hor- 
fes  are  continually  exercifed  by 
the  fatigues  of  the  chace;  and  the 
plentiful  fupply  of  game  contri¬ 
butes  to  the  fubfiiience,  and  even 
luxury,  of  a  Tartar  camp.  But 
the  exploits  of  the  hunters  of  Scy¬ 
thia  are  not  confined  to  the  de- 
krudion  of  timid  or  innoxious 
beaks  ;  they  boldly  encounter  the 
angry  wild-boar,  when  he  turns 
again  ft  his  purfuers,  exci  te  the 
Buggifn  courage  of  the  bear,  and 
provoke  the  fury  of  the  tyger,  as 
he  flumbers  in  the  thicket.  Where 
there  is  danger  there  may  be  glo¬ 
ry  :  and  the  mode  of  hunting, 
which  opens  the  fairek  held  to  the 
exertions  of  valour,  may  juftly  be 
confidered  as  the  image,  and  as 
the  fchool,  of  war.  The  general 
hunting-matches,  the  pride  and 
delight  of  the  Tartar  princes, 
compofe  an  inkrudive  exercife  for 
their  numerous  cavalry.  A  circle 
is  drawn,  of  many  miles  in  circum¬ 
ference,  to  encompafs  the  game  of 
an  extenfive  diftrici;  and  the  troops 
that  form  the  circle  regularly  ad¬ 
vance  towards  a  common  centre; 
where  the  captive  animals,  fur- 
rounded  on  every  fide,  are  abaa- 
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doned  to  the  darts  of  the  hunters. 
In  this  march,  which  frequently 
continues  many  days,  the  cavalry 
are  obliged  to  climb  the  hills,  to 
fwim  the  rivers,  and  to  wind 
through  the  vaiiies,  without  in¬ 
terrupting  the  prefcribed  order  of 
their  gradual  progrefs.  They  ac¬ 
quire  the  habit  of  direding  their 
eye,  and  their  Heps,  to  a  remote 
objed ;  of  preferving  their  inter¬ 
vals  ;  of  fufpending,  or  accele¬ 
rating  their  pace,  according  to  the 
motions  of  the  troops  on  their 
right  and  left;  and  of  watching 
and  repeating  the  ftgnals  of  their 
leaders.  Their  leaders  kudy,  in 
this  pradical  fchool,  the  mok  im¬ 
portant  leffon  of  the  military  art ; 
the  prompt  and  accurate  judgment 
of  ground,  of  dikance,  and  of 
time.  To  employ  again#  a  human 
enemy  the  fame  patience  and  va¬ 
lour,  the  fame  fkill  and  difcipline, 
is  the  only  alteration  which  is  re¬ 
quired  in  real  war;  and  the  a- 
mufements  of  the  chace  ferve  as  a 
prelude  to  the  conquek  of  an  em¬ 
pire. 

The  political  fociety  of  the  an¬ 
cient  Germans  has  the  appearance 
of  a  voluntary  alliance  of  indepen¬ 
dent  warriors.  The  tribes  of  Scy¬ 
thia,  dikinguifhed  by  the  modern 
appellation  of  Hords,  aflame  the 
form  of  a  numerous  and  increafing 
family;  which,  in  the  courfe  of 
fucceftive  generations,  has  been 
propagated  from  the  fame  original 
(lock.  The  meanek  and  mok  ig- 
norant  of  the  Tartars  preferve, 
with  confcious  pride,  the  inekima- 
ble  treafure  of  their  genealogy ; 
and  whatever  dikindions  of  rank 
may  have  been  introduced,  by  the 
unequal  dikribution  of  pakoral 
wealth.  they  mutually  refped 
themfelves,  and  each  other,  as  the 
B  4  defcendams 
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defendants  of  the  ftrft  founder  of 
the  tribe.  The  cuftom,  which 
fill  prevails,  of  adopting  the  brav- 
eft,  and  moft  faithful  of  the  cap¬ 
tives,  may  countenance  the  very 
probable  fufpicion,  that  this  ex- 
tenfive  confaguinity  is,  in  a  great 
xneafure,  legal  and  fl£litious,  But 
the  ufeful  prejudice,  which  has 
obtained  the  ianfiion  of  time  and 
opinion,  produces  the  efFe&s  of 
truth;  the  haughty  Barbarians 
yield  a  cheerful  and  voluntary  o- 
bedience  to  the  head  of  their  blood ; 
and  their  chief,  or  murfa ,  as  the 
reprefen tative  of  their  great  fa¬ 
ther,  exercifes  the  authority  of  a 
ludge,  in  peace,  and  of  a  leader, 
jn  war.  In  the  original  ftate  of  the 
paftoral  world,  each  of  the  murfas 
(if  we  may  continue  to  ufe  a  mo¬ 
dern  appellation)  aded  as  the  in¬ 
dependent  chief  of  a  large  and  fe- 
parate  family  ;  and  the  limits  of 
their  peculiar  territories  were  gra¬ 
dually  fixed,  by  fuperior  force,  or 
mutual  confent.  But  the  conftant 
operation  of  various  and  permanent 
caufes  contributed  to  unite  the 
vagrant  Hords  into  national  com¬ 
munities,  under  the  command  of 
a  fupreme  head.  The  weak  were 
deiirous  of  fupport,  and  the  ftrong 
were  ambitious  of  dominion  ;  the 
power,  which  is  the  refult  of  uni¬ 
on,  opprefled  and  colleded  the  di¬ 
vided  forces  of  the  adjacent  tribes; 
and,  as  the  vanquilhed  were  freely 
admitted  to  lhare  the  advantages 

O 

pf  vidqry,  the  moft  valiant  chiefs 
flattened  to  range  themfelves,  and 
their  followers,  under  the  formi¬ 
dable  ftandard  of  a  confederate  na¬ 
tion.  The  moft  fuccefsfui  of  the 
Tartar  princes  aflumed  the  mili¬ 
tary  command,  to  which  he  was 
entitled  by  the  fuperiority,  either 
of  merit*  or  of  power.  He  was 


railed  to  the  throne  by  the  accla¬ 
mations  of  his  equals ;  and  the 
title  of  Khan  exprefles,  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  North  of  Alia,  the 
full  extent  of  the  regal  dignity. 
The  right  of  hereditary  fucceftion 
was  long  confined  to  the  blood  of 
the  founder  of  the  monarchy  ;  and 
at  this  moment  all  the  Khans,  who 
reign  from  Crimea  to  the  wall  of 
China,  are  the  lineal  defcendants 
of  the  renowned  Zingis.  But,  as 
it  is  the  indifpenfible  duty  of  a 
Tartar  fovereign  to  lead  his  war¬ 
like  fubjedts  into  the  field,  the 
claims  of  an  infant  are  often  difre- 
garded  ;  and  forrse  royal  kinfman, 
diftinguifhed  by  his  age  and  va¬ 
lour,  is  entrufted  with  the  fword 
and  fceptre  of  his  predeceftor. 
Two  diftind  and  regular  taxes  are 
levied  on  the  tribes,  to  fupport 
the  dignity  of  their  national  mo¬ 
narch,  and  of  their  peculiar  chief; 
and  each  of  thofe  contributions 
amounts  to  the  tythe,  both  of  their 
property,  and  of  their  fpoil.  A 
Tartar  fovereign  enjoys  the  tenth 
part  of  the  wealth  of  his  people  ; 
and  as  his  own  domeftic  riches  of 
flocks  and  herds  increafe  in  a  much 
larger  proportion,  he  is  able  plen¬ 
tifully  to  maintain  the  ruftic  fplen- 
dour  of  his  court,  to  reward  the 
moft  deferving,  or  the  moft  favour¬ 
ed,  of  his  followers,  and  to  obtain, 
from  the  gentle  influence  of  cor¬ 
ruption,  the  obedience  which 
might  be  fometimes  refufed  to  the 
ftern  mandates  of  authority.  The 
manners  of  his  fubje&s,  accuftom- 
ed,  like  himfelf,  to  blood  and  ra¬ 
pine,  might  excufe,  in  their  eyes, 
luch  partial  acts  of  tyranny,  as 
would  excite  the  horror  of  a  civi- 
1  i fed  people  ;  but  the  power  of  a 
defoot  has  never  been  acknow- 
ed  in  the  deferts  of  Scythia. 

The 
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The  immediate  jurifdidion  of  the  only  introduced  the  (Indies  of  claf- 
Khan  is  confined  within  the  limits  fical  literature  into  England,  but 


of  his  own  tribe  ;  and  the  exercife 
of  his  royal  prerogative  has  been 
moderated  by  the  ancient  inftitu- 
tion  of  a  national  council.  The 
Coroultai,  or  Diet,  of  the  Tartars, 
was  regularly  held  in  the  fpring  and 
autumn,  in  the  midft  of  a  plain; 
where  the  princes  of  the  reigning 
family,  and  the  murfas  of  the  re- 
fpedive  tribes,  may  conveniently 
affemble  on  horfeback,  with  their 
martial  and  numerous  trains;  and 
the  ambitious  monarch,  who  re¬ 
viewed  the  ilrength,  mu(t  confult 
the  inclination,  of  an  armed  peo¬ 
ple.  The  rudiments  of  a  feudal 
government  may  be  difeovered 
in  the  conllitution  of  the  Scythian 
or  Tartar  nations;  but  the  perpe¬ 
tual  conflict  of  thofe  hoftile  nations 
has  fometimes  terminated  in  the 
eftablifhment  of  a  powerful  and 
defpotic  empire.  The  vidor,  en¬ 
riched  by  the  tribute,  and  fortified 
by  the  arms,  of  dependent  kings, 
has  fpread  his  conquers  over  Eu¬ 
rope  or  Afia  :  the  fuccefsfui  fhep- 
herds  of  the  North  have  fubmitted 
to  the  confinement  of  arts,  of  laws, 
and  of  cities ;  and  the  introdudion 
of  luxury,  after  deltroying  the 
freedom  of  the  people,  has  under¬ 
mined  the  foundations  of  the 
throne. 


An  Account  cf  the  Life  and  literary 
Char  after  of  Henry  Howard, 
Earl  of  Surrey  ;  ext  rafted  from 
War  ton ’s  Hi/lory  of  Englijh  Po¬ 
etry. 

OUR  communications  and  in- 
tercourfe  with  Italy,  which 
began  to  prevail  about  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  fixteenth  century,  not 


gave  a  new  turn  to  our  vernacular 
poetry.  At  this  period,  Petrarch 
Hill  continued  the  moll  favourite 
poet  of  the  Italians;  and  had  efla- 
blifhed  a  manner,  which  was  uni- 
verfally  adopted  and  imitated  by 
his  ingenious  countrymen.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  courts  both  of 
France  and  England  were  diilin- 
guifhed  for  their  elegance.  Fran¬ 
cis  the  firff  had  changed  the  (late 
of  letters  in  France,  by  mixing  gal¬ 
lantry  with  learning,  and  by  ad¬ 
mitting-  the  ladies  to  his  court  in 
company  with  the  ecclefiaftics. 
His  caroufals  were  celebrated  with 
a  brilliancy  and  a  fellivity  un¬ 
known  to  the  ceremonious  fhevvs 
of  former  princes.  Henry  the 
eighth  vied  with  Francis  in  thefe 
gaieties.  His  ambition,  which 
could  not  bear  a  rival  even  in  di¬ 
versions,  was  feconded  by  libera¬ 
lity  of  difpofition  and  a  love  of 
odentation.  For  Henry,  with 
many  boiflerous  qualities,  was 
magnificent  and  affable.  Had  he 
never  murdered  his  wives,  his 
politenefs  to  the  fair  fex  would  re¬ 
main  unimpeached.  His  martial 
fports  were  unincumbered  by  the 
barbaric  pomp  of  the  antient  chi¬ 
valry,  and  foftened  by  the  growing 
habits  of  more  rational  manners. 
He  was  attached  to  thefe  fpeclacles 
and  public  amufements,  in  which 
beauty  affumed  a  principal  fhare; 
and  his  frequent  mafques  and  tour¬ 
naments  encouraged  a  high  fpirit 
of  romantic  courtefy.  Poetry  was 
the  natural  accompaniment  of  thefe 
refinements.  Henry  himfelf  was 
a  leader  and  a  chief  charader  in 
thefe  pageantries,  and  at  the  fame 
time  a  reader  and  a  writer  of  verfes. 
The  language  and  the  manners  of 

Italy 
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Italy  were  efteemed  and  ftudied. 
The  fonnets  of  Petrarch  were  the 
great  models  of  comppfition.  They 
entered  into  the  genius  of  the  fa- 
fhionable  manners :  and  in  a  court 
of  fuch  a  complexion,  Petrarch  of 
courfe  became  the  popular  poet. 

, Henry  Howard  earl  Surrey,  with 
a  miftrefs  perhaps  as  beautiful  as 
Laura,  and  at  leal!:  with  Petrarch’s 
paffion  if  not  his  tafte,  led  the  way 
to  great  improvements  in  Englifh 
poetry,  by  a  happy  imitation  of 
Petrarch,  and  other  Italian  poets, 
who  had  been  moll  fuccefsful  in 
painting  the  anxieties  of  love  with 
pathos  and  propriety. 

Lord  Surrey’s  life  throws  fo 
much  light  on  the  character  and 
fubjefts  of  his  poetry,  that  it 
is  almoft  iropofiible  to  confider  the 
one,  without  exhibiting  a  few  a- 
necdotes  of  the  other.  He  was 
the  fon  and  grandfon  of  two  lords 
treafurers  dukes  of  Norfolk  ;  and 
In  his  early  childhood  cfi  {covered 
the  moft  promifing  marks  of  lively 
parts  and  an  adtive  mind. 

While  a  boy,  he  was  habituated 
to  the  modes  of  a  court  at  Wind- 
ibr-caftle  §  where  he  refided,  yet 
under  the  care  of  proper  in  dr  ac¬ 
tors,  in  the  quality  of  a  companion 
to  Henry  Fitzroy,  duke  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  a  natural  fon  of  king  Henry 
the  eighth,  and  of  the  higheft  ex¬ 
pectations. 

This  young  nobleman,  who  alfo 
bore  other  titles  and  honours,  was 
the  child  of  Henry’s  afteftion : 
not  fo  much  on  account  of  his 
hopeful  abilities,  as  for  a  reafon 
Infinuated  by  lord  Herbert,  and 
at  which  thofe  who  know  Henry’s 
hiftory  and  charadier  will  not  be 
furprifed,  becaufe  he  equally  and 
ftrongly  refenibled  both  his  father 
and  mother. 


A  friend  {hip  of  the  clcfeft  kind 
commencing  between  thefe  two  tl- 
luilrious  youths,  about  the  year 
1 53°,  they  were  both  removed  to 
cardinal  Wolfey’s  college  at  Ox¬ 
ford,  then  univerfally  frequented, 
as  well  for  the  excellence  as  the 
novelty  ol  its  inftitution ;  for  it 
was  one  of  t;he  frit  feminaries  of 
an  English  univerfity,  that  pro- 
feffed  to  explode  the  pedantries  of 
the  old  barbarous  philofophy,  and 
to  cultivate  the  graces  of  polite  li¬ 
terature.  Two  years  afterwards, 
for  the  purpofe  of  acquiring  every 
accompliihment  of  an  elegant  edu¬ 
cation,  the  earl  accompanied  his 
noble  friend  and  fellow-pupil  into 
France,  where  they  received  king 
Henry,  on  his  arrival  at  Calais  to 
vifit  Francis  the  fir  ft,  with  a  moft 
magnificent  retinue.  The  friend- 
Ihip  of  thefe  two  young  noblemen 
was  foon  Strengthened  by  a  new  tie ; 
for  Richmond  married  the  lady  Ma¬ 
ry  Howard,  Surrey’s  filler.  Rich¬ 
mond,  however,  appears  to  have 
died  in  the  year  1536,  about  the 
age  of  feventeen,  having  never  co¬ 
habited  with  his  wife.  It  was 
long  before  Surrey  forgot  the  un¬ 
timely  lo.fs  of  this  amiable  youth, 
the  friend  and  afibciate  of  his 
childhood,  and  who  nearly. refem- 
bled  himfelf  in  genius,  refinement 
of  manners,  and  liberal  acquifi- 
tions. 

It  is  not  precifefy  known  at 
what  period  the  earl  of  Surrey  be¬ 
gan  his  travels.  They  have  the 
air  of  a  romance.  He  made  the 
tout;  of  Europe  in  the  true  fpirit  of 
chivalry,  and  with  the  ideas  of  an 
Amadis  5  proclaiming  the  unpa¬ 
ralleled  charms  of  his  miftrefs,  and 
prepared  to  defend  the  caufe  of  her 
beauty  with  the  weapons  of  knight- 
errantry-  Nor  was  this  adventu¬ 
rous 
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rous  journey  performed  without 
the  intervention  of  an  enchanter. 
The  fir  ft  city  in  Italy  which  he 
propofed  to  viftt  was  Florence,  the 
capital  of  Tufcany,  and  the  ori¬ 
ginal  feat  of  the  anceftors  of  his 
Geraldine  *.  In  his  way  thither, 
he  palled  a  few  days  at  the  empe¬ 
ror’s  court  ;  where  he  became  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Cornelius  Agrippa, 
a  celebrated  adept  in  natural  ma¬ 
gic.  This  vifionary  philofopher 
fhewed  our  hero,  in  a  mirror  of 
glals,  a  living  image  of  Geraldine, 
reclining  on  a  couch,  fick,  and 
reading  one  of  his  moil  tender 
fonnets  by  a  waxen  taper.  His 
imagination,  which  wanted  not 
the  flattering  representations  and 
artificial  incentives  of  illuflon,  was 
heated  anew  by  this  interefling 
and  affecting  fpehtacle.  Inflamed 
with  every  enthufiafm  of  the  molt 
romantic  paflion,  he  haftened  to 
Florence;  and,  on  his  arrival,  im¬ 
mediately  publifhed  a  defiance 
againft  any  perfon  who  could  han¬ 
dle  a  lance  and  was  in  love,  whe¬ 
ther  Chriftian,  Jew,  1  urk,  Sara¬ 
cen,  cr  Cannibal,  who  fhould  pre- 
fume  to  difpute  the  fuperiority  of 
Geraldine’s  beauty.  As  the  lady 
was  pretended  to  be  of  T  ufcan  ex¬ 
traction,  the  pride  of  the  Floren¬ 
tines  was  flattered  on  this  occaflon  : 
and  the  grand  duke  of  T  ufcany 
permitted  a  general  and  unmoleft- 
ed  ingrefs  into  his  dominions  of 
the  combatants  of  all  countries, 
till  this  important  trial  fhould  be 
decided.  The  challenge  was  ac¬ 
cepted,  and  the  earl  victorious. 
The  Ihield  which  he  prefer, ted  to 
the  duke  before  the  tournament 
began,  is  exhibited  in  Vertue’s 

*  Lady  Elifabeth  Fitzgerald,  fecond 
Kildare. 
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valuable  plate  of  the  Arundel  fa- 
■mily,  and  was  actually  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  the  late  duke  of  Nor¬ 
folk. 

Thefe  heroic  vanities  did  not, 
however,  fo  totally  engrofs  the 
time  which  Surrey  fpent  in  Italy, 
as  to  alienate  his  mind  from  let¬ 
ters  :  he  ftudied  with  the  greateft 
fuccefs  a  critical  knowledge  of  the 
Italian  tongue,  and,  that  he  might 
give  new  luftre  to  the  name  of  Ge¬ 
raldine,  attained  a  juft  talle  for  the 
peculiar  graces  of  the  Italian  poe¬ 
try. 

He  was  recalled  to  England  for 
fome  idle  reafon  by  the  king,  much 
fooner  than  he  expe&ed  :  and  he 
returned  home,  the  moft  elegant 
traveller,  the  moft  polite  iover, 
the  moft  learned  nobleman,  and  the 
moft  accomplifhed  gentleman  of 
his  age.  Dexterity  in  tilting,  and 
gracefulnefs  in  managing  a  horfe 
underarms,  were  excellencies  now- 
viewed  with  a  critical  eye,  and 
praftifed  with  a  high  degree  of 
emulation.  In  i  540,  at  a  tourna¬ 
ment  held  in  the  prefence  of  the 
court  at  Weftminfter,  and  in  which 
the  principal  of  the  nobility  were 
engaged,  Surrey  was  diftinguiihed 
above  the  reft  for  his  addrefs  in  the 
ufe  and  exercife  of  arms.  But  his 
martial  (kill  was  not  folely  dis¬ 
played  in  the  parade  and  orienta¬ 
tion  qf  thefe  domeftic  combats. 
In  154.2,  he  marched  into  Scot¬ 
land,  as  a  chief  commander  in  his 
father’s  army  ;  and  was  confpicu- 
ous  for  his  conduct  and  bravery  at 
the  memorable  battle  of  Flodden- 
field,  where  James  the  fourth  of 
Scotland  was  killed.  The  next 
year,  we  find  the  career  of  his  vic- 
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tones  impeded  by  an  obftacle  which 
no  valour  could  refill:.  The  cen¬ 
sures  of  the  church  have  humiliat¬ 
ed  the  greateft  heroes:  and  he  was 
imprifoned  in  Wind  for -caftle  for 
eating  flefh  in  Lent.  The  prohi¬ 
bition  had  been  renewed  or  {Leng¬ 
thened  by  a  recent  proclamation 
of  the  king.  I  mention  this  cir- 
cumftance,  not  only  as  it  marks 
his  character,  impatient  of  any 
controul,  and  carelefs  of  very  feri- 
ous  confequences  which  often  arife 
from  a  contempt  of  petty  formali¬ 
ties,  but  as  it  gave  occahon  to  one 
of  his  moft  fentimental  and  pathe¬ 
tic  fonnets.  In  1544,  he  was 
field-marihal  of  the  Englirh  army 
in  the  expedition  to  Bologne, 
which  he  took.  In  that  age,  love 
and  arms  conhantly  went  together  : 
and  it  was  amid  the  fatigues  of  this 
protradled  campaign,  that  he  com- 
pofed  his  laft  fonnet  called  the 
Fanlie  of  a  wearied  Lover. 

But  as  Surrey’s  popularity  en- 
creafed,  his  interell  declined  with 
the  king;  whole  caprices  and  jea- 
loufies  grew  more  violent  with  his 
years  and  infirmities.  The  bril¬ 
liancy  of  Surrey’^  character,  his 
celebrity  in  the  military  fcience, 
his  general  abilities,  his  wit, 
learning,  and  affability,  were 
viewed  by  Henry  with  difguk  and 
fufpicion.  It  was  in  vain  that  he 
poffeffed  every  advantageous  qua¬ 
lification,  which  could  adorn  the 
feholar,  the  courtier,  and  the  fol- 
dier.  In  proportion  as  he  was 
amiable  in  the  eyes  of  the  people, 
he  became  formidable  to  the  king. 
His  riling  reputation  was  milcon- 
ffrued  into  a  dangerous  ambition, 
and  gave  birth  to  accufations 
equally  groundlefs  and  frivolous. 
He  was  fufpefled  of  a  defign  to 
marry  the  princefs  Mary  ;  and. 
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by  that  alliance,  of  approaching 
to  a  poffibility  of  wearing  the 
crown.  It  was  infinuated,  that 
he  converfed  with  foreigners,  and 
held  a  correfpondence  with  cardi¬ 
nal  Pole. 

The  addition  of  the  efcocheon  of 
Edward  the  Confeffor  to  his  own, 
although  ufed  by  the  family  of 
Norfolk  for  many  years#  and  juf- 
tified  by  the  authority  of  the  he¬ 
ralds,  was  a  fufficient  foundation 
for  an  impeachment  of  high  trea- 
fon.  Tbefe  motives  were  privately 
aggravated  by  thofe  prejudices, 
with  which  Henry  remembered 
the  milbehaviour  of  Catharine 
Howard,  and  which  were  extend¬ 
ed  to  all  that  lady’s  relations. 
At  length,  the  earl  of  Surrey  fell 
a  facrihce  to  the  peeviih  injuitice 
of  a  mercilefs  and  ungrateful  m af¬ 
ter.  Notwithstanding  his  elo¬ 
quent  and  mafculine  defence, 
which  even  in  the  eaufe  of  guilt 
itfelf  would  have  proved  a  power¬ 
ful  perfuafive,  he  was  condemned 
by  the  prepared  fuffrage  of  a  fervile 
and  obfequious  jury,  and  behead¬ 
ed  on  Tower-hill  in  the  year  1547* 
In  the  mean  time  we  fhould  re¬ 
member,  that  Surrey’s  public  con¬ 
duct  was  not  on  all  occasions  quite 
unexceptionable.  In  the  affair  of 
Bologne  he  had  made  a  falfe  fiep. 
This  had  offended  the  king.  But 
Henry,  when  once  offended,  could 
never  forgive.  And  when  Hert¬ 
ford  was  fent  into  France  to  take 
the  command,  he  could  not  re¬ 
frain  from  dropping  fome  re¬ 
proachful  expreflions  againft  a  mea¬ 
sure  which  feemed  to  impeach  his 
perfonal  courage.  Confcious  of 
his  high  birth  and  capacity,  he 
was  above  the  little  attentions  of 
caution  and  referve ;  and  he  too 
frequently  neglefted  to  confult  his 
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ewn  fituation,  and  the  king’s  tem¬ 
per.  It  was  his  misfortune  to 
lerve  a  monarch,  whole  refent- 
ments,  which  were  ealily  provok¬ 
ed,  could  only  be  Satisfied  by  the 
mod  fevere  revenge.  Henry 
brought  thofe  men  to  the  block, 
which  other  monarchs  would  have 
only  difgraced. 

Among  thefe  anecdotes  of  Sur¬ 
rey’s  life,  I  had  almoil  forgot  to 
mention  what  became  of  his  amour 
with  the  fair  Geraldine.  We  la¬ 
ment  to  find,  that  Surrey’s  devo¬ 
tion  to  this  lady  did  not  end  in  a 
wedding,  and  that  all  his  gallan¬ 
tries  and  verfes  availed  fo  little  ! 
No  memoirs  of  that  incurious  age 
have  informed  us,  whether  her 
beauty  was  equalled  by  her  cru¬ 
elty;  or  whether  her  ambition 
prevailed  fo  far  over  her  gratitude, 
as  to  tempt  her  to  prefer  the  folid 
glories  of  a  more  fpiendid  title  and 
ample  fortune,  to  the  challenges 
and  the  compliments,  of  fo  magna¬ 
nimous,  fo  faithful,  and  fo  elo- 
qlient  a  lover.  She  appears,  how¬ 
ever,  to  have  been  afterwards  the 
third  wife  of  Edward  Clinton,  earl 
of  Lincoln.  Such  alfo  is  the 
power  of  time  and  accident  over 
amorous  vows,  that  even  Surrey 
himfelf  outlived  the  violence  of  his 
paffion.  He  married  Frances, 
daughter  of  John  earl  of  Oxford, 
'by  whom  he  left  feveral  children. 
One  of  his  daughters,  Jane  coun- 
tefs  of  Weflmoreland,  was  among 
the  learned  ladies  of  that  age,  and 
became  famous  for  her  knowledge 
of  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages. 

Surrey’s  poems  were  in  high  re¬ 
putation  with  his  cotemporaries, 
and  for  many  years  afterwards. 
He  is  thus  chara&erifed  by  the 
author  of  the  old  Arte  of  Englifh 
Poefie,  whofe  opinion  remained 
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long  as  a  rule  of  criticifm.  et  In 
the  latter  end  of  the  fame  kinges 
[Henry]  raigne,  fpronge  up  a  new 
company  of  courtly  makers,  of 
whom  fir  Thomas  Wyat  the  elder 
and  Henry  earle  of  Surrey  were 
the  two  chieftaines,  who  having 
travailed  into  ltaiie,  and  there 
tailed  the  Tweete  and  {lately  mea- 
ftires  and  ilyle  of  the  Italian  poefie, 
as  novices  newly  crept  out  of  the 
fchooles  of  Dante,  Arioflo,  and 
Petrarch,  they  greatly  poliflied 
our  rude  and  homely  manner  of 
vulgar  poefie  from  that  it  had  bene 
before,  and  for  that  caufe  may  juft- 
ly  be  fayd  the  fir  It  reformers  of  our 
Englifh  meeter  and  ftile.”  And 
again,  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
fame  chapter.  “  Henry  earle  of 
Surrey,  and  fir  Thomas  Wyat,  be¬ 
tween  whom  1  finde  very  little  dif¬ 
ference,  I  repute  them  (as  before) 
for  the  two  chief  lanternes  of  light 
to  all  others  that  have  fince  em¬ 
ployed  their  pennes  upon  Englifh 
poefie  :  their  conceits  were  loftie, 
their  ftiles  {lately,  their  conveyance 
cleanly,  their  termes  proper,  their 
meetre  fvveete  and  well-propor¬ 
tioned,  in  all  imitating  very  natu¬ 
rally  and  fludioufly  their  mailler 
Francis  Petrarcha.”  I  forbear  to 
recite  the  teftimonies  of  Leland, 
Sydney,  Tuberville,  Churchyard, 
and  Drayton,  Nor  have  thefe 
pieces,  although  fcarcely  known 
at  prefent,  been  without  the  pane¬ 
gyric  of  more  recent  times.  Sur¬ 
rey  is  praifed  by  Waller,  and  Fen¬ 
ton  ;  and  he  feems  to  have  been  a 
favourite  with  Pope.  Pope,  in 
Windfor-foreft,  having  compared 
his  patron  lord  Gran  ille  with 
Surrey,  he  was  immediately  re-, 
printed,  but  without  attracting 
many  readers.  It  was  vainly  ima¬ 
gined,  that  all  the  world  would 
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eagerly  wifh  to  purchafe  the  works 
of  a  negle&ed  antient  Engliih  po¬ 
et,  whom  Pope  had  called  the 
Granpilk  of  a  former  age.  So  rapid 
are  the  revolutions  of  our  language, 
and  fuch  the  uncertainty  of  lite¬ 
rary  fame,  that  Philips,  Milton’s 
nephew,  who  wrote  about  the  year 
1674,  has  remarked,  that  in  his 
time  Surrey’s  poetry  was  antiqua¬ 
ted  and  totally  forgotten. 


Char  abler  of  Thomas  Sackville, 
the  firfi  Lord  Buckhurft;  from 
the  fame  Author. 

O  A  C  IC  V 1  L  L  E  was  born  at 
Buckhurft,  a  principal  feat  of 
his  antient  and  illuftrious  family 
in  the  parifh  of  Withiam  in  Suf- 
fex.  His  birth  is  placed,  but  with 
evident  inaccuracy,  under  the 
year  1536.  At  leaft  it  fhould  be 
placed  fix  years  before.  Difcover- 
ing  a  vigorous  underftanding  in 
his  childhood,  from  a  domeftic  tu¬ 
ition  he  was  removed,  as  it  may 
reafonably  be  conjectured,  to 
Hart- hall,  now  Hertford  college, 
in  Oxford.  But  he  appears  to  have 
been  a  mafterof  arts  at  Cambridge. 
At  both  universities  he  became 
celebrated  as  a  Latin  and  Englifh 
poet  ;  and  he  carried  his  love  of 
poetry,  which  he  fee  ms  to  have 
aim  oft  folely  cultivated,  to  the  In¬ 
ner  Temple.  It  was  now  fafhion- 
able  for  every  young  man  of  for¬ 
tune,  before  he  began  his  travels, 
or  was  admitted  into  parliament, 
to  be  initiated  in  the  ftudy  of  the 
law..  But  inftead  Of  purfuing  a 
fcience,  which  could  not  he  his 
profeftion,  and  which  was  unac¬ 
commodated  to  the  bias  of  his  ge¬ 
nius,  he  betrayed  his  predilection 
to  a  more  pleating  fpecies  of  lite- 
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rature,  by  cornpoting  a  tragedy 
for  the  entertainment  and  honour 
of  his  fellow  ftudents.  His  high 
Birth,  however,  and  ample  patri¬ 
mony,  i'oon  advanced  him  to  more 
important  fituations  and  employ¬ 
ments.  His  eminent  accompiifti- 
ments  and  abilities  having  acqui¬ 
red  the  confidence  and  efteem  of 
queen  Blifaheth,  the  poet  was  foon 
loft  in  the  ftatefman,  and  negotia¬ 
tions  and  embafties  extinguifhed 
the  milder  ambitions  of  the  inge¬ 
nuous  Mufe.  Yet  it  thou  Id  be  re¬ 
membered,  that  he  was  uncorrupt¬ 
ed  amidft  the  intrigues  of  an  art- 
ful  court,  that  in  the  character  of 
a  fi rib  minifter  he  preierved  the  in¬ 
tegrity  of  a  private  man,  and  that 
his  family  refufed  the  offer  of  an 
apology  to  his  memory,  when  it 
was  in  ful  ted  by  the  malicious  infi¬ 
ll  nations  of  a  rival  party.  Nor  is 
it  foreign  to  our  purpofe  to  re¬ 
mark,  that  his  original  elegance 
and  brilliancy  of  mind  fometimes 
broke  forth,  in  the  exercife  of  his 
more  formal  political  functions. 
He  was  frequently  difgufted  at  the 
pedantry  and  official  barbarity  of 
ftyle,  with  which  the  public  let¬ 
ters  and  inftrumjents  were  ufualiy 
framed  ;  and  Naunton  relates, 
that  his  “  fecretaries  had  difficulty 
£0  pleafe  him,  he  was  fo  facete  and 
choice  in  his  ftyle,”  Even  in  the 
decitions  and  pleadings  of  that 
rigid  tribunal  the  ftar-chamber, 
which  was  never  efteemed  the 
fchool  of  rhetoric,  he  pra&ifed 
and  encouraged  an  unaccuftomed 
ftrain  of  eloquent  and  graceful 
oratory  :  on  which  account,  fays 
Lloyd,  c<  fo  Bowing  was  his  in¬ 
vention,  that  he  was  called  the 
liar-chamber  bell.”  After  he  was 
made  a  peer  by  the  title  of  lord 
Buckhurft,  and  had  fucceeded  to 

a  moil 


CHARACTERS. 


x 


a  mod  extenfive  inheritance,  and 
was  now  difcharging  the  bufinefs 
of  an  envoy  to  Paris,  he  found 
time  to  prefix  a  Latin  epiftle  to 
Clerked  Latin  tranflation  of  Caf- 
tilio’s  Courtier,  printed  at  Lon¬ 
don  in  1971,  which  is  not  an  un¬ 
worthy  recommendation  of  a  trea- 
tife  remarkable  for  its  polite  La- 
tinity.  It  was  either  becaufe  his 
midrefs  Elifabeth  paid  a  fincere 
compliment  to  his  fjngular  learn¬ 
ing  and  fidelity,  or  becaufe  fhe 
was  willing  to  indulge  an  affected 
fit  cf  indignation  againft  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  her  capricious  paffion,  that 
when  Sackville,  in  1591,  was  a 
candidate  for  the  chancellorfhip  of 
the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  fhe  con- 
defcended  earnedly  to  folicit  the 
univerfity  in  his  favour,  and  in 
oppofition  to  his  competitor  the 
earl  of  Effex.  At  lead  fhe  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  approved  the  choice, 
for  her  inajedy  foon  afterwards  vi- 
fited  Oxford,  where  fhe  was  enter¬ 
tained  by  the  new  chancellor  with 
fplendid  banquets  and  much  folid 
erudition.  It  is  neither  my  defign 
nor  my  province,  to  develope  the 
profound  policy  with  which  he 
conduced  a  peace  with  Spain,  the 
addrefs  with  which  he  penetrated 
or  baffled  the  machinations  of  Ef¬ 
fex,  and  the  circumfpedion  and 
fuccefs  with  which  he  managed 
the  treafury  of  two  opulent  fo- 
vereigns. 


Character  of  the  late  Dr-  Fothergill  ; 
extraded  from  Dr-  Hird’r  “  df- 
fedionate  Tribute  to  his  Memory.” 

IT  mud  be  admitted  that  no 
partiality  of  affedion  fhould  fo 
warp  the  mind,  as  to  influence  its 
regard  for  truth.  On  common 


fubjeds,  the  world  is  indulgent 
enough  to  accept  the  embellifh- 
ments  which  a  warm  imagination 
may  add  to  a  few  plain  fads,  but 
the  language  of  eulogy  is  always 
fufpeded,  and  confequently  much 
more  expofed  to  the  feverity  of  re¬ 
mark  ;  yet  if  any  fubjed  that  I  am 
acquainted  with  will  bear  a  more 
than  ordinary  warmth  of  expref- 
fion,  it  certainly  may  be  indulged 
in  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the 
late  Dr.  Fothergill. 

The  general  voice  has  placed 
him  amongd  the  iliudrious  cha- 
raders  of  the  prefent  age ;  but, 
what  is  more  to  his  honour,  it  has 
placed  ‘him  amongd  the  bed  of 
men.  May  the  memorial  I  am 
giving  to  the  public  preferve  his 
name  unblemifhed  by  mifreprefen- 
tacion,  till  fonrse  more  equal  pen 
fhall  hand  it  down  to  pofierity,  as 
a  bright  example  of  what  great 
ufefulnefs  extraordinary  talents 
may  prove  to  fociety,  when  under 
the  diredion  of  a  good  heart,  fine 
feelings,  and  an  eniar'ged  philan¬ 
thropy. 

Elis  underdanding  was  of  a 
manly,  energetic  call ;  it  was  pe¬ 
netrating,  comprehenfive,  and 
highly  cultivated :  there  was  a 
firm  dignity  in  his  charader, 
which,  though  it  could  not  bend 
to  any  thing  unbecoming  itfelf, 
yet  was  accompanied  by  a  certain 
foftnefs  and  complacency  of  man¬ 
ners  peculiarly  conciliating.  His 
heart  was  fincere,  friendly,  com- 
paffionate,  and  liberal  tq  excefs. 
His  hand  was  an  unfparing  diftri- 
butor,  and  the  bounties  of  it,  led 
they  might  not  reach  the  truly 
worthy,  were,  not  unfrequently, 
diffufed  amongd  the  impofing  and 
the  ungrateful. 

His  pradice  as  a  phyfician  was 

by 
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by  no  means  confined  to  London 
and  its  environs,  the  place  of  his 
long  and  general  refidence.  For 
fome  years  paft  he  made  a  point  of 
retiring,  during  a  few  fu miner 
months,  to  his  place  in  Chefhire  ; 
a  feat  chofen  by  him  as  a  feque- 
flered  retreat  from  the  labours  and 
fatigue  of  his  profeflional  atten¬ 
tions,  to  digefl  his  thoughts,  take 
pofleflion  of  himfelf,  'and  invigo¬ 
rate  his  mind  and  body  for  his  re¬ 
turning  duties  :  but  it  too  fre¬ 
quently  happened,  that  what  he 
had  pleafmgly  conceived  as  an  afy- 
lum  from  care  and  intrufion, 
proved  not  the  retirement  he  was 
in  purfuit  of.  Wherefoever  he 
reflded,  his  name  and  cbara&er 
followed  him,  carrying  along  with 
them  thofe  influences,  which  not 
only  pervaded  every  quarter  of  this, 
and  the  neighbouring  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  but  a  very  considerable 
part  of  Europe  and  North  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  from  whence,  in  cafes  that 
apparently  would  admit  of  the  de¬ 
lay,  he  was  frequently  cdnfulted  by 
letter  and  defcription. 

From  this  high  rank  in  his  pro¬ 
fession,  and  from  the  refpeftful 
manner  in  which  he  was  always 
treated,  it  may  very  reafonably  be 
concluded  that  the  pecuniary 
emoluments  of  his  practice  were 
large  :  and  fo  they  certainly  were, 
to  an  uncommon  degree  5  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  his  annual  practice  being 
greater  than  has  fallen  to  the  lot 
of  moil  phyficians  in  this  nation  : 
and  could  the  fees  he  rejected  be 
added  to  the  fum,  it  would  have 
increafed  to  a  furprifmg  amount ; 
but  he  was  accuflomed  to  make 
difti nations,  which  would  not,  I 
prefurne  at  leaft,  enter  into  every 
mind. —Yet  notwithflanding  all 
thefe  lources  of  affluence,  fo  large 


and  fo  numerous  were  the  channels’ 
through  which  his  bounties  flowed, 
that  they  might  be  truly  faid  to  be 
fcarcely  equal  to  the  liberality  of' 
his  heart. 

There  is  a  certain  exquifitenefs 
of  fenfation  in  the  tones  of  fome 
minds,  which,  amidft  the  various 
circumftances  of  life,  and  the  una¬ 
voidable  evils  attendant  on  huma¬ 
nity,  is,  indeed,  a  moll  painful 
fpecies  of  pre-eminence  :  the  mind 
of  Dr.  Fothergill  was  of  this 
mould;  it  was  ever  in  unifon  with 
the  afflicted  fpirit  in  all  fi-tuations, 
exciting  him  to  adls  of  the  molt 
cordial  friendlinefs. 

In  the  diftribution  of  his  fa¬ 
vours,  lie  retreated  as  much  as 
poflible  from  the  acknowledgments 
of  thofe  he  obliged.  He  knew 
the  value  of  a  grateful  heart  fully, 
for  his  own  was  grateful  in  the  ex¬ 
treme  ;  but  he  rather  chofe  that 
the  objects  of  his  kindnefs  fhould 
feel  that  adtive  and  effentia!  gra¬ 
titude  which  is  better  evinced  by 
a  proper  ufe  of  favours,  and  a 
happy  change  in  circumftance  and 
fltuation,  than  by  any  verbal  ex- 
preflion.  In  a  few  words,  Dr. 
FothergilPs  beneficences  flowed 
from  him  with  fo  graceful  an  eale, 
and  fo  high  a  polifli  of  addrefs, 
that  no  modeil  worth  was  wound¬ 
ed,  nor  the  acutenefs  ot  di&refs 
increafed,  fey  the  aukvvardnefs  of 
its  acknowledgments.- — His  was 
not  that  drop-like  bounty  which 
paufes  in  its  progrefs ;  it  was  full, 
flowing,  and  benign. 

Although  it  may  be  the  general 
practice  of  phyficians  in  other 
countries,  as  well  as  in  this,  to 
refufe  the  fees  of  the  inferior  cler-* 
gy,  yet  the  condudt  of  Dr.  Fother¬ 
gill  towards  numbers  of  this  clafs, 
was  diflinguifhed  by  fomething 

more 
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more  generous  than  mere  forbear¬ 
ance  ;  it  was  marked  by  extraor¬ 
dinary  kindnefs. 

He  confidered  the  inferior  claf- 
fes  of  clergymen  as  more  particu¬ 
larly  the  objects  of  his  liberality 
and  attention  ;  being  brought  up 
in  that  line  of  education,  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  world,  pre¬ 
cludes  bodily  labour,  and  to 
which  the  idea  of  the  gentleman 
is  annexed,  without  a  competency 
to  fupport  the  cnarader  ;  to  many 
of  thefe,  I  am  an  evidence,  he  was 
a  kind  friend  and  a  private  bene- 
iador  ;  not  only  by  his  advice  in 
perfonal  diftrefs,  but  by  his  purfe, 
on  feverely  trying  occafions.— • 
Hay,  fo  cordial  was  his  humanity 
towards  thefe,  that  on  a  friend’s 
hinting  to  him,  whilft  he  was  in 
the  country,  that  his  favours  were 
not  marked  by  propriety  of  dif- 
tindion  (the  gentleman  from 
whom  he  refufed  his  fee  being 
placed  in  high  rank  in  the  church, 
with  an  independent  fortune)  he 
returned  a  ready  explanation  of 
his  principle  of  adion  ;  “  I  had 
rather,  faid  the  Dodor,  return  the 
fee  of  a  gentleman  with  whole  rank 
I  am  not  perfedly  acquainted, 
than  run  the  rifk  of  taking  it  from 
a  man,  who  ought,  perhaps,  to  be 
the  objed  of  my  bounty.”  Such 
was  the  noble  Ityle  of  this  mod 
excellent  man’s  way  of  thinking. 

The  humane  reader  will  feel  the 
Hneft  fprings  of  his  afFedions  mov¬ 
ed,  by  the  following  anecdote, 
given  to  me  by  a  clergyman*  of 
high  rank,  who  reveres  the  me¬ 
mory  of  Dr.  Fothergill,  and  places 
his  obligations  to  him,  in  a  very 
trying  feafon,  near  to  his  heart. 

A  friend  of  his,  a  man  of  a 
worthy  charader,  who  has  at  this 
time  an  income  of  about  one  hun- 
Vol.  XXIV. 
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dred  pounds  a  year,  church  pre¬ 
ferment,  was,  in  the  earlier  part  of 
his  life,  feated  in  London  upon  a 
curacy  of  fifty  pounds  per  annum, 
with  a  wife  and  a  numerous  fami¬ 
ly. —  An  epidemical  difeafe,  which 
was  at  that  time  prevalent,  feized 
upon  his  wife,  and  live  of  his  chil¬ 
dren  :  in  this  fcene  of  diftrefs  he 
looked  up  to  the  Dodor  for  his 
affiftance,  but  dared  not  apply  to 
him,  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  his 
being  unable  to  reward  him  for  his 
attendance. —  A  friend,  who  knew 
his  fituation,  kindlv  offered  to  ac- 
company  him  to  the  Dodor’s,  and 
give  him  his  fee ;  they  took  the 
advantage  of  his  hour  of  audience, 
and  after  a  defcription  of  the  fe- 
veral  cafes,  the  fee  was  offered, 
and *rejeded  ;  but  a  note  was  taken 
of  his  place  of  relidence.  The 
Dodor  called  aftiduoufly  the  next 
and  every  fucceeding  day,  till  his 
attendance  was  no  longer  neceffa- 
ry.  The  curate,  anxious  to  return, 
fome  grateful  mark  of  the  fenfe  he 
entertained  of  his  fervices,  {trained 
every  nerve  to  accomplifh  it ;  but 
his  altonilhment  was  not  to  be  de~ 
fcribed,  when,  inftead  of  receiving 
the,  money  he  offered,  with  apolo¬ 
gies  for  his  fituation,  the  Dodor 
put  ten  guineas  into  his  hand,  de¬ 
firing  him  to  apply  to  him  with¬ 
out  diffidence  in  future  difficulties. 

Although  amidft  the  diffufion 
of  his  favours  he  too  frequently 
met  with  painful  returns,  yet  he 
would  never  allow  inftances  of  this 
fort  to  check  the  ardour  of  his 
mind  in  doing  all  the  good  he 
could  to  others  j  and  even  to  thofe 
who  returned  ingratitude  for  kind¬ 
nefs,  his  charity  continued  ftill 
patient,  hoping  all  things.  It 
was  his  common  expreffion,  when 
he  found  his  favours  xnifapplied,  or 
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Hmfelf  impofed  upon,  ct  I  bad 
much  rather  that  my  favours 
/hould  fall  upon  many  undeferving 
objects,  than  that  one  truly  deferv- 
ing  fhould  efcape  my  notice.” 

From  the  extenivenefs  of  his 
daily  employments  in  London  and 
its  neighbourhood,  to  which  mull: 
fee  added,  the  variety  of  his  medi¬ 
cal,  philofophical,  literary,  and 
friendly  correfpondence,  it  may 
be  a  matter  of  furprife  to  many, 
how  ,  e  could  acquit  himlelf  of  the 
number  of  his  engagements  ;  yet 
he  underftood  fo  well  the  value  of 
a  moment,  and  the  influence  of 
order  in  the  management  of  time, 
that  he  could  generally  fettle  his 
moft  interefting  concerns  every 
evening,  before  he  retired  to  red. 
His  thoughts  were  fo  perfectly  di- 
gefled,  his  penetration  was  fo 
quick,  and  his  hand  was  fo  rapid 
in  its  obedience  to  the  dictates  of 
his  mind,  that  what  might  have 
been  to  many  able  men  a  fcene  of 
inquietude,  not  to  fay  of  confufion, 
was,  in  his  hands,  eafy  and  fami¬ 
liar.  In  cafes  of  moment  he  was 
310  pro cr alii nator. 

In  the  practice  of  a  phyfician 
It  is  a  happinefs  to  himfelf,  and 
eertainly  a  much  greater  to  his 
patients,  if  he  is  in  poifelfion  of 
that  native  acumen  or  lagaciouf- 
nefs  of  mind,  which,  from  the  fu~ 
perior  importance  of  his  art, 
ought  to  have  a  high  place  in  the 
fcale  of  character,  could  it  be 
dearly  ascertained. — In  every  o- 
tber  art  or  fcience  it  may  be  eafily 
dlilinguifhed  by  men  of  moderate 
abilities ;  but  in  medicine,  its 
effedts  not  being  fo  obvious,  po¬ 
pular  impreffion,  or  private  influ¬ 
ence,  mult  neceffari’y  be  accepted 
as  fecurity  for  its  exigence.  It 
has  fo  little  dependance  upon  me¬ 


dical  education,  and  profeffional 
employment,  that  a  man  may 
have  enjoyed  all  the  advantages 
of  the  one,  and  all  the  emoluments 
of  the  other,  yet  neither  he  nor 
his  patients  may  have  felt  the  lead 
degree  of  its  influence. —  Educa¬ 
tion  and  employment  are  ordinary 
things  ;  but  this  alone  is  the  life 
of  medical  genius,  and  is  truly  ex¬ 
traordinary  ;  it  operates  by  quick 
di (crimination  in  dubious  cafes 
it  throws  a  clear  light  upon  appa¬ 
rent  diihculties  ;  it  fixes  the  judg¬ 
ment  determinaiely  upon  the  right 
objoCl,  and  is  praCtically  illulirat- 
ed  by  happy  and  unexpected 
events. — I:  was  this  fpecies  of  pe¬ 
netration  that  principally  difiin- 
guilhed  Dr.  Fothergill  as  a  medi* 
cal  man. 

There  was  another  advantage, 
of  no  final  1  moment,  which  hia 
patients  derived  from  his  attend¬ 
ance  ;  he  knew  how  to  unite  the 
kindnefs  of  friendfhip  with  his 
profeffional  duties  ;  and  could  en¬ 
ter  into  thofe  retreats  of  anxiety, 
from  which  flow  an  infinitude  of 
bodily  diftreffes,  with  an  eye  clear¬ 
ly  difcerning,  yet  incurious  and 
benign. -—-A  religious  fenfibility  of 
fpirit  difpofed  him  to  draw  near 
the  deep  fprings  of  aEtiCtion,  and 
difFufe  the  oil  of  peace  over  the 
troubled  waters.  There  was  a 
dilbretion  in  his  fympathy,  that 
attached  the  conidence  of  his  pa¬ 
tients  to  an  uncommon  degree  mr 
and  of  what  importance  fuch  a n 
acquiition  mull  be  in  the  courfe 
of  an  extenfive  practice,  I  leave 
to  tie  judgment  of  every  fkilfni 
practitioner. 

A  lady  of  my  acquaintance,  og- 
cafionally  expreffing  her  high  re¬ 
gard  for  the  DoCtor,  and  the  fa* 
tisfaCtion  fhe  received  from  his 
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attendance  upon  her  on  many  oc- 
cafions,  made  uie  of  the  following 
pathetic  language. — “  He  was  in* 
deed  my  warm  friend  and  advifer 
in  my  diftrefs,  as  well  as  my  phy- 
fician.  —  He  was,  under  Provi¬ 
dence,  the  preierver  of  my  health, 
and  the  reftorer  of  my  peace  in  the 
fevered  conflicts  of  my  life  J> 

[Dr.  Hird  proceeds  to  fpeak  of 
him  as  an  encourager  of  fcience, 
as  a  patron  of  men  of  genius,  and 
as  a  generous  promoter  of,  and 
contributor  to,  charities  and  works 
of  public  utility  and  convenience: 
in  fpeaking  of  Dr.  Fothergill  un¬ 
der  this  lalt  head,  he  gives  an  ac¬ 
count  of  his  laudable  inftitution  of 
the  Foundling  Hofpital  at  Ack- 
worth.  The  conclufton  is  as  fol¬ 
lows.] 

The  perfon  of  Dr.  Fothergill 
was  of  a  delicate,  rather  of  an  ex¬ 
tenuated  make  ;  his  features  were 
ail  character  ;  his  eye  had  a  pecu¬ 
liar  brilliancy  of  expreftion,  yet 
it  was  not  eafy  fo  to  mark  the 
leading  trait,  as  to  difengage  it 
from  the  united  whole.  He  was 
remarkably  adlive  and  alert,  and, 
with  a  few  exceptions,  enjoyed  a 
general  good  hate  of  health. 

He  had  a  peculiarity  of  addrefs 
and  manner,  refulting  from  per¬ 
fon,  education,  and  principle; 
but  it  was  fo  perfectly  accompani¬ 
ed  by  the  molt  engaging  atten¬ 
tions,  that  he  was  the  genuine  po¬ 
lite  man  above  ail  forms  of  breed¬ 
ing-1^  knew  him  well,  and  I 
never  knew  a  man  who  left  fuch 
pleafing  impreflions  on  the  minds 
of  his  patients. 

His  drefs  was  remarkably  neat, 
plain,  and  decent,  peculiarly  be¬ 
coming  himfelf ;  a  perfect  tran- 
fcript  of  the  order,  and,  I  may 
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add,  the  neatnefs  of  his  mind. — 
He  thought  it  unworthy  a  man  of 
fenfe,  and  inconliftenc  with  his 
character,  to  fuffer  himfelf  to  bd 
led  by  the  whim  of  falhion,  and 
become  the  Have  of  its  caprices. 
But  this  impreifion  upon  his  un¬ 
derstanding  was  much  ftrengthen- 
ed  by  his  firm  attachment  to  his 
principles  as  a  Quaker,  which, 
led  to  that  decent  plainnefs  and 
modefty  in  drefs,  which  may  be 
prefumed  to  be  one  at  lead  amonglt 
the  external  evidences  of  a  fpirit 
elevated  in  its  views  above  all 
tranlient  and  fublunary  things. 

At  his  meals  he  was  remarkably 
temperate  ;  in  the  opinion  of  fome, 
rather  too  abftemious,  eating  fpa- 
ringly,  but  with  a  good  relifli,  and 
rarely  exceeding  two  glades  of 
wine  at  dinner  or  fupper ;  yet  by 
this  uniform  and  Heady  tempe¬ 
rance,  he  preferved  his  mind  vi¬ 
gorous  and  a&ive,  and  his  conftr- 
tution  equal  to  ail  his  engagements. 

His  ideas  of  retreat  from  bufi- 
nefs  were  marked  by  a  degree  of 
dignity  perfefliy  correfpondent 
with  the  reft  of  his  character.  (s  I 
wifh,  faid  he,  as  far  as  I  ought 
to  wilh,  to  withdraw  myfeif  from 
my  profeftional  labours  in  full 
pofteffion  of  my  faculties,  and,  f 
may  ado*,  of  my  reputation  ;  for 
I  well  kf>ow,  from  many  an  hu¬ 
miliating  inftance,  how  much  the 
infirmities  of  age,  or  paralyse 
debility,  to  which  we  are  all  of 
us  alike  expofed,  may  alfeifl  the 
remembrance  of  our  belt  quali¬ 
ties. — He  wilhed  to  retire  with 
the  refpeft,  rather  than  the  com¬ 
panion,  of  his  friends. —  It  has 
pleafed  Providence  to  remove  him 
from  fociety,  after  a  few  weeks 
painful  indifpofition,  in  the  vigour 
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of  Ills  faculties,  and  in  the  luftre 
of  his  reputation,  having  clofed  a 
life  of  ufefulnefs  and  honour,  in 
the  69th  year  of  his  age,  with  ex- 
preffions  of  a  well-grounded  al- 
furance  of  an  happy  immortality. 

In  the  language  of  his  own  eu- 
.logium  on  the  memory  of  his 
friend  Dr.  Ruffei,  I  fhall  conclude 
this  imperfect  tribute  to  the  me¬ 
mory  of  my  affectionate,  heady, 
and  I  may  add,  my  partial  friend. 
Dr.  Fothergill  ; —  “  animated  by 
“  his  example,  let  us  purfue  the 
€t  arduous  track  of  public  virtue; 

and  having,  like  him,  fup= 
*s  ported  the  dignity  of  our  pro- 
feffion,  by  dealing  with  a  li- 
**  beral  hand  to  all  the  bleffings 
€t  of  health,  to  the  utmoft  of  our 
abilities,  and  done  honour  to 
*{  our  fpecies,  by  the  conftant 
*c  exerciie  of  uprightnefs,  can- 
dour,  and  benignity,  may  we 
Si  clofe  the  fcene  in  full  poftfef- 
st  lion  of  all  that  deferves  the 
name  of  human  felicity. J> 


An  Account  of  the  Indians  of  Porto 
de  la  Trinidad,  in  41  N.  Lai .  on 
ike  N.  IV.  Co  aft  of  America,  fro?n 
the  Span  iff  "Journal  by  Don  Fran- 
cifco  Maurelle,  of  a  Voyage  in 
1 775,  to  explore  the  Coafi  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  Northward  of  California, 
tranjlated  by  the  Hon.  Baines 
Barrington.  From  Barrington’s 

MifcelTanies. 

; 

ON  the  u  th  of  June  1775,  vve 
had  fixed  every  thing  with 
regard  to  our  anchorage,  and  we 
determined  to  take  poiTeifion  of 
the  country,  upon  the  top  of  a  high 
mountain,  which  lyes  at  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  port.  For  this  pur- 
pofe  our  crews  divided  into  dif- 
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ferent  parties,  which  were  pro¬ 
perly  polled,  fo  that  the  reft  might 
proceed  without  any  danger  of  an 
attack.  We  moreover  placed  cen- 
tinels  at  a  confiderable  diftanee 
to  reconnoitre  the  paths  ufed  by 
the  Indians,  who  polleffed  them- 
felves  of  thofe  parts  from  which 
we  had  moft  to  fear.  With  thefe 
precautions  the  crews  marched  in 
two  bodies,  who  adored  the  holy 
crofs  upon  difembarking,  and 
when  at  the  top  of  the  mountain 
formed  a  fquare,  the  centre  of 
which  became  a  chapel.  Here 
the  holy  crofs  was  again  raifed, 
mafs  celebrated,  with  a  fermon, 
and  pofteffion  taken,  with  all  the 
requifites  enjoined  by  our  inftruc- 
tions.  We  alfo  fired  both  our 
mufquetry  and  cannon,  which  na¬ 
turally  made  the  Indians  fuppofe 
we  were  irrefiftible.  After  they 
had  recovered  their  fright  however, 
and  found  that  we  had  done  them 
no  harm,  they  vifited  us  again, 
and  probably  to  examine  more 
nearly  what  had  occafioned  the 
tremendous  noife  which  they  had 
never  heard  before.  As  vve  thus 
took  pofteffion  on  the  day  when 
holy  mother  church  celebrates  the 
feftival  of  the  moft  holy  Trinity, 
we  named  the  port  accordingly. 

The  following  days  were  taken 
up  in  procuring  wood  and  water, 
whilft  the  fchooner  was  careened. 
We  likewife  cut  fome  mails  for 
her. 

We  could  not  but  particularly 
attend  to  all  the  actions  of  the 
Indians,  their  manner  of  living, 
habitations,  garments,  food,  go¬ 
vernment,  laws,  language,  and 
arms,  as  alfo  their  hunting  and 
fifferies.  The  diftruft  indeed 
which  we  naturally  entertained  of 
thefe  barbarians^  made  us  endea¬ 
vour. 
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vouf  to  get  as  great  an  infight  into 
all  thefe  as  poflible,  yet  we  never 
obferved  any  thing  contrary  to  the 
moft  perfed  friendlhip  and  confi¬ 
dence  which  they  Teemed  to  repofe 
in  us.  I  may  add,  that  their  in- 
tercourfe  with  us  was  not  only 
kind,  but  affedionate. 

7.  heir  houfes  were  fquare,  and 
built  with  large  beams,  the  roofs 
being  no  higher  than  the  furface 
of  the  ground,  for  the  doors  to 
which  they  make  ufe  of  a  circular 
hole,  juft  large  enough  for  their 
bodies  to  pafs  through.  The 
floors  of  thefe  huts  are  perfedly 
fmooth  and  clean,  with  a  fquare 
hole  two  feet  deep  in  the  centre, 
in  which  they  make  their  fire, 
and  round  which  they  are  conti¬ 
nually  warming  themfelves,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  great  cold.  Such 
habitations  alfo  fecure  them,  when 
not  employed  out  of  doors,  from 
the  wind  and  noxious  animals. 

The  men  however  do  not  wear 
any  covering,  except  the  cold  is 
intenfe,  when  indeed  they  put 
upon  their  fhoulders  the  fkins  of 
fea-wolves,  otters,  deer,  or  other 
animals:  many  of  them  alfo  have 
round  their  heads  fweet-fmeliing 
herbs.  They  likewife  wear  their 
hair  either  dilhevelled  over  their 
fhoulders,  or  other  wife  en  caf~ 
tanna. 

In  the  flaps  of  their  ears  they 
have  rings  like  thofe  at  the  end  of 
a  mufquet. 

They  bind  their  loins  and  legs 
quite  down  to  the  ankles,  very 
clofely,  with  ftrips  of  hide  or 
thread. 

They  paint  their  face,  and 
greater  part  of  their  body,  regu¬ 
larly  either  with  a  black  or  blue 
colour. 

Their  arms  are  covered  with 
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circles  of  fmall  points  in  the 
fame  manner  that  common  people 
in  Spain  often  paint  fhips  and  an¬ 
chors. 

The  women  cover  the  tops  of 
their  heads  with  an  ornament  like 
the  creft  of  a  helmet,  and  wear 
their  hair  in  two  treftes,  in  which 
they  ftick  many  fvyeet-fmeiling 
herbs.  They  alfo  ufe  the  fame 
rings  in  their  caps  (which  are  of 
bone)  as  the  men  are  before  de- 
fcribed  to  do,  and  cover  their  bo¬ 
dies  with  the  fame  fid  ns,  befides 
which  they  more  decently  wear  an 
apron  of  the  fame  kind,  about  a 
loot  wide,  with  lome  threads 
formed  into  a  fringe.  They  like¬ 
wife  bind  their  legs  in  the  fame 
manner  with  the  men. 

The  underlip  of  thefe  women 
is  fwelled  out  into  three  fafcias , 
or  rifings,  two  of  which  iftue  from 
the  corners  of  the  mouth  to  the 
loweft  part  of  the  beard,  and  the 
third  from  the  higheft  point,  and 
middle  of  that  point  to  the  lower, 
like  the  others,  leaving  between 
each  a  fpace  of  clear  flefh,  which 
is  much  larger  in  the  young  than 
in  the  older  women,  whofe  faces 
are  generally  covered  with  punc¬ 
tures,  fo  as  to  be  totally  disfi¬ 
gured. 

On  their  necks  they  wear  vari¬ 
ous  fruits,  inftead  of  beads;  fome 
of  thefe  ornaments  alfo  confift  of 
the  bones  of  animals,  or  fhells 
from  the  fea-coaft. 

T  his  tribe  of  Indians  is  govern¬ 
ed  by  a  ruler,  who  directs  where 
they  fhall  go  both  to  hunt  and  fifii 
for  what  the  community  ftands  in 
need  of.  We  alfo  obferved  that 
one  of  thefe  Indians  always  ex¬ 
amined  carefully  the  fea-fhore, 
when  we  went  to  our  fhips  on  the 
dofe  of  twilight,  the  occafion  of 
£  3  which 
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which  probably  was  to  take  care 
that  all  their  people  fhould  return 
fafe  to  their  habitations  about  that 
time. 

It  fhould  feem  that  the  authori¬ 
ty  of  this  ruler  is  confined  to  a 
particular  village  of  thefe  habi¬ 
tations,  together  with  fuch  a  dif- 
triCt  of  country  as  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  belong  to  the  inhabitants 
of  fuch  a  community,  who  fome- 
times  are  at  war  with  other  vil¬ 
lages,  againfl  whom  they  appear¬ 
ed  to  afk  our  affiftanee,  making 
ns  figns  for  that  purpofe.  There 
are  however  many  other  villages 
which  are  friendly  to  each  other, 
If  not  to  thefe  Indians  ;  for  on 
our  firil  arrival  more  than  30O 
came  down  in  different  parties, 
with  their  women  and  children, 
v/ho  were  not  indeed  permitted  to 
enter  the  village  of  our  Indians. 

Whild  this  fort  of  intercourse 
continued  between  us,  we  ob- 
ferved  an  infant  who  could  Scarce¬ 
ly  be  a  year  old,  fhooting  arrows 
from  a  bow  proportioned  to  his 
fize  and  Strength,  and  who  hit 
one’s  hand  at  two  or  three  yards 
diftance,  if  it  was  held  up  for  a 
mark 

We  never  obferved  that  thefe 
Indians  had  any  idols,  or  made 
facrifices  :  but  as  we  found  out 
that  they  had  a  plurality  of  wives, 
or  women,  at  leak,  we  inferred, 
with  good  reafon^  that  they  were 
perfeit  atheijh , 

Upon  the  death  of  one  of  thefe 
Indians  they  railed  a  fort  of  fu¬ 
neral  cry,  and  afterwards  burned 
the  body  within  the  houfe  of  their 
ruler  ;  but  from  this  we  could  not 
renounce  they  were  idolaters, 
ecaufe  the  cry  of  lamentation 
might  proceed  fr  m  affliCIion,  and 
the  body  might  have  been  burnt, 
that  the  cprpfe  Ihould  not  be  ex- 
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pofed  to  wild  beads ;  or  perhaps 
this  might  have  been  done  to 
avoid  the  flench  of  the  deceafed, 
when  putrefaction  might  com¬ 
mence. 

We  were  not  able  to  underdand 
one  of  their  regulations,  as  they 
permitted  our  people  to  enter  all 
their  houfes,  except  that  of  their 
ruler  ;  and  yet  when  we  had  bro¬ 
ken  through  this  etiquette,  we 
could  not  obferve  any  thing  dif¬ 
ferent  between  the  palace ,  and  the 
other  huts. 

It  was  impoflible  for  us  to  un- 
derdand  their  language,  for  which 
reafon  we  had  no  intercourfe  but 
by  figns,  and  therefore  both  par* 
ties  often  continued  in  a  total  ig¬ 
norance  of  each  other’s  meaning  : 
we  obferved  however  that  they 
pronounced  our  words  with  great 
eafe. 

Their  arms  are  chiefly  arrows 
pointed  with  dint,  and  fome  of 
them  with  copper  or  iron,  which 
we  underdood  were  procured  from 
the  N.  and  one  of  thefe  was  thus 
marked  f  .  Thefe  arrows  are 
carried  in  quivers  of  wood  or  bone, 
and  hang  from  their  wrid  or 
neck. 

But  what  they  chiefly  value  is 
iron,  and  particularly  knives  or 
hoops  of  old  barrels;  they  alfo 
readily  barter  for  bugles,  whild 
they  rejeCled  both  proviiions  or 
any  article  of  drefs,  They  pre¬ 
tended  however  that  they  feme- 
times  approved  the  former,  in  or¬ 
der  to  procure  our  efteem  ;  but 
foon  after  they  had  accepted  any 
fort  of  meat,  we  obferved  that 
they  fet  it  afide,  as  of  no  value. 
At  lad  indeed  they  took  kindly 
to  our  bifeuits,  and  really  eat 
them. 

Amongd  thefe  Indians  there 
was  one  who  had  more  familiar 

inter? 
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intercourfe  with  us  than  all  the 
rell,  fitting  down  with  us  in  fight 
of  his  countrymen. 

They  ufed  tobacco,  which  they 
ffnoaked  in  frnall  wooden  pipes, 
in  form  of  a  trumpet,  and  procured 
from  little  gardens  where  they  had 
planted  it. 

They  chiefly  hunt  deer,  cibulos, 
fea-wolves,  and  otters,  nor  did  we 
obferve  that  they  puriued  any 
others.  The  only  birds  we  met 
with  on  this  part  of  the  coaft  were 
daws,  hawks,  very  frnall  paroquets, 
ducks,  and  pmlls  ;  there  were  alfo 
Tome  parrots  with  red  feet,  bills, 
and  breaks,  like  lories  both  in 
iheir  heads  and  flight. 

The.fifh  on  that  coaft  are  chiefly 
fardines,  pejerey,  and  cod  ;  of 
tvhich  they  only  bring  home  as 
much  as  will  fatisfy  the  wants  of 
the  day. 

We  tried  to  -find  if  they  had 
ever  feen  other  Arangers,  or  {hips, 
than  our  own,  but  though  we  took 
great  pains  to  inform  ourfelves  on 
this  head,  we  never  could  perfect¬ 
ly  comprehend  what  they  faid  ;  up¬ 
on  the  whole  we  conceived  that  we 
were  the  only  foreigners  who  had 
ever  vifited  that  part  of  the  coaft. 

We  likewife  endeavoured  to 
know  fiora  them  whether  they  had 
any  mines  or  precious  ftones ;  but 
in  this  we  were  likewife  difap- 
pointed. 

What  we  faw  of  the  country 
leaves  us  no  doubt  of  its  fertility, 
and  that  it  is  capable  of  produc¬ 
ing  all  the  plants  of  Europe.  In 
molt  of  the  gullies  of  the  hills 
there  are  rills  of  clear  and  cool 
water,  the  Tides  of  which  are  co¬ 
vered  with  herbs  (as  in  the  mea¬ 
dows  of  Europe)  of  both  agree¬ 


able  verdure  and  fmell.  Amongft: 
thefe  were  Caftilian  roles,  fmallage, 
lilies,  plantain,  thirties,  camo¬ 
mile,  and  many  others.  We  like¬ 
wife  found  ftravvberries,  rafberries, 
blackberries,  fweet  onions,  and 
potatoes,  all  which  grew  in  con- 
fiderable  abundance,  and  particu¬ 
larly  near  the  rills.  Amongft  other 
plants  we  obferved  one  which 
much  relembled  percely  (though 
not  in  its  fmell),  which  the  In¬ 
dians  bruifed  and  eat,  after  mix¬ 
ing  it  with  onions. 

The  hills  were  covered  with 
very  large,  high,  and  Trait  pines, 
amongft  which  1  obferved  fome  of 
.120  feet  high,  and  4  in  diameter 
towards  the  bottom. 

Ail  thefe  pines  are  proper  for 
mails  and  (hip-building. 

The  outline  of  the  port  is  re- 
prefented  in  Chart  the  6th,  which 
was  drawn  by  D.  Bruno  Heceta, 
D.  Juan  Fr.  de  la  Bodega,  and  my- 
felf.  Though  the  port  is  there  re- 
prefented  as  open,  yet  it  is  to  be 
underftocd  that  the  harbour  is  well 
fheltered  from  the  S.  W.  W.  and 
N.  W.  as  alfo  from  the  N*  N.  E. 
and  E  *. 

[This  difcovery  -was  made  by  the 
fchooner  on  the.gth  of  June.] 

In  the  W.  part  there  is  a  hill 
50  fathoms  high,  joining  to  the 
continent  on  the  N.  fide,  where 
there  is  another  rifing  of  20,  both 
of  which  afford  protection  not  only 
from  the  winds,  but  the  attack  of 
an  enemy. 

At  the  entrance  of  the  port  is  a 
frnall  ifland  of  conftderable  height, 
without  a  Angle  plant  upon  it; 
and  on  the  fides  of  the  coaft  are 
high  rocks,  which  are  very  con¬ 
venient  for  difembarking  ;  goods 


*  Thefe  charts,  which  amount  to  nine,  have  never  been  tranfmitted  to  Eng¬ 
land, 
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alfo  may  be  fhipped  fo  near  the 
hill,  that  a  ladder  may  be  ufed 
from  the  land  to  the  vetTel  ;  and 
Dear  the  land  are  many  fmall  rocks, 
which  fecure  the  (hip  at  anchor 
from  the  S.  E.  and  S.  W. 

We  compleated  our  watering 
very  early  from  the  number  of  rills 
which  emptied  themfelves  into  the 
harbour  ;  we  were  likewife  as  loon 
fupplied  with  wood. 

We  paid  great  attention  to  the 
tides,  and  found  them  to  be  as  re¬ 
gular  as  in  Europe. 

We  made  repeated  observations 
with  regard  to  the  latitude  of  this 
harbour,  and  found  it  was  exactly 
41  degrees  and  7  minutes N.  whilft 
we  fuppofed  the  longitude  to  be 
39  degrees  and  4  minutes  W.  of 
S.  Bias. 

We  had  thus  thoroughly  invefti- 
gated  every  thing  which  relates  to 
this  harbour,  except  the  courfe 
of  a  river  which  came  from  the 
S.  W.  and  which  appeared  whilft 
we  were  at  the  top  of  the  hill. 
We  took  therefore  the  boat  on  the 
1 8th,  and  found  that  the  mouth 
was  wider  than  is  neceffary  for  the 
difcharge  of  the  water,  which  is 
loE  in  the  fands  on  each  fide,  fo 
that  we  could  not  even  enter  it 
except  at  full  tide.  However  we 
left  our  boat,  and  proceeded  a 
league  into  the  country,  whilft 
the  river  continued  of  the  lame 
width;  viz.  20  feet,  and  about  five 
deep. 

On  the  banks  of  this  river  were 
larger  timber  trees  than  we  had  be¬ 
fore  feen,  and  we  conceived  that 
in  land-floods  the  whole  plain 
(which  was  more  than  a  quarter  of 
a  league  broad)  muft  be  frequently 
covered  with  water,  as  there  were 
many  places  where  it  continued  to 
ftagnate. 

We  gave  this  river  the  name  of 
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Pigeons,  becaufe  at  our  firft  landing 
we  faw  large  flocks  of  thefe,  and 
other  birds,  feme  of  which  haa 
p leafing  notes. 

On  the  hdes  -of  the  mountains 
we  found  the  fame  plants  and 
fruits,  as  in  the  more  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  Trinity -har¬ 
bour. 


An  Account  of  John  Law  and  of  the 
MijJiJJipi  Scheme ,  projected  by  him 
in  1 7 1 7 — from  the  private  Life 
of  Lewis  \yht  tranjlated from 
the  French,  by  J.  O.  juftamond, 
F.  R.  S. 

JOHN  Law  was  a  Scotchman, 
the  fon  of  a  goldfmith  of  Edin¬ 
burgh.  Never  did  man  pofiefs, 
in  fo  perfect  a  degree,  the  power 
of  calculating  and  combining;  and 
he  cultivated  thefe  talents,  by  fol¬ 
lowing  the  bent  of  his  inclination. 
He  applied  himfeif  to  every  thing 
that  related  to  banks,  lotteries, 
and  to  the  trading  companies  of 
London  ;  he  ftudied  the  means  of 
fupporting  them,  of  animating 
the  hopes  and  confidence  of  the 
public,  by  keeping  up  their  ex¬ 
pectations,  or  by  increafmg  their 
zeal.  He  penetrated  into  the  in- 
incft  fecrets  of  thefe  matters  ; 
and  increafed  his  flock  of  know¬ 
ledge  ftill  more,  from  the  new 
company,  eftablifhed  by  Harley 
Earl  of  Oxford,  for  paying  off 
the  national  debt.  Having  after¬ 
wards  obtained  the  employment  of 
fecretary  to  feme  agent  of  the  refi- 
dent’s  in  Holland,  he  made  him¬ 
feif  acquainted  upon  the  fpot  with 
the  famous  bank  of  Amfterdam  ; 
with  its  capital,  its  produce,  its 
refources  ;  with  the  demands  in¬ 
dividuals  had  upon  ic,;  with  its 
variations,  its  intereft ;  with  the 

mode 
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mode  of  lowering  or  raifing  its 
dock,  in  order  to  withdraw  the  ca¬ 
pital,  that  it  might  be  dillributed 
and  circulated  ;  with  the  order 
that  bank  obferved  in  its  accounts 
and  in  its  offices  ;  and  even  with 
its  expenditures  and  its  form  ot 
administration.  By  dint  ol  re¬ 
ceding  upon  the  information  he 
had  acquired,  and  of  combining 
fo  many  different  ideas,  he  form¬ 
ed  a  fyllem  which  was  admirable 
for  its  order,  and  the  concatena¬ 
tion  of  the  various  operations 
which  conftituted  it  ;  a  fyltem 
founded  at  lead  as  much  upon  the 
knowledge  of  the  human  heart, 
as  upon  the  fcience  of  numbers  ; 
but  from  which  good  faith,  equi¬ 
ty,  and  humanity  were  totally 
baniShed,  to  make  way  for  perfi¬ 
dy,  injudice,  violence,  and  cruel¬ 
ty.  And  indeed  the  author  of 
it  was  himfelf  an  unprincipled 
wretch,  bound  by  no  ties  of  mo¬ 
rality  cr  religion.  Having  flam 
or  murdered  a  man,  he  was  oblig¬ 
ed  to  fly  from  Great  Britain  ;  he 
brought  away  with  him  another 
man’s  wife,  with  whom  he  lived 
many  years  as  if  fhe  had  been  his 
own.  His  avidity  was  infatiable, 
and  it  was  to  gratify  this  paffion, 
that  all  his  extenfive  combinations 
were  made  to  concur.  In  that 
exhauded  date  to  which  the  war 
had  reduced  all  the  European 
powers,  he  forefaw  that  they 
would  neceffarily  endeavour  to  re- 
edablifh  their  finances,  and  he 
conceived  greater  hopes  of  iuc- 
ceeding  than  ever,  by  the  allure¬ 
ment  of  his  fyfiem,  which  was 
calculated  to  feduce  any  power 
that  would  not  fcruple  to  prefer 
the  fpeedied  method  of  exonerat¬ 
ing  itfelf,  to  that  which  was  mod 
honed.  The  object  of  his  plan, 
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therefore,  was  neither  trade  nor 
the  facility  of  levying  taxes  with¬ 
out  diminiffiing  them,  nor  the  re¬ 
trenchment  of  expences,  nor  the 
cultivation  of  the  foil,  nor  the 
confumption  of  provifions,  nor 
even  the  circulation  of  the  fpecie. 
He  had  built  up  his  fydem  with  a 
view  that  a  fovereign  Should  pay 
his  debts,  not  only  without  en¬ 
croaching  upon  his  profufion  or 
his  luxury,  but  alfo  by  attracting 
to  himfelf  all  the  gold  and  filvei* 
of  his  fubjedts  ;  and  fuch  was  to 
be  the  illuflon,  that  the  fubjeCts 
fhould  give  it  up  voluntarily  ;  nay 
more,  Should  be  eager  to  bring  it 
in.  Should  infid  upon  its  being  re¬ 
ceived,  Should  confider  it  as  a  fa¬ 
vour  to  be  preferred  ;  and  that 
when  they  were  rouzed  from  this 
dream,  if  they  fhould  fina  them- 
felves  bereft  of  their  property, 
they  Should  not  be  able  to  lay  the 
blame  on  any  thing  but  their  own 
avidity.  A  projedl  of  a  mod 
alarming  nature  to  the  human 
mind,  and  which  every  other  man, 
except  this  daring  genius,  would 
have  rejected  as  a  chimera,  if  it 
had  fuggeded  itfelf  to  him  ! 

This  fydem  confided  of  a  bank, 
the  real  capital  of  which  was  to  be 
the  revenues  ot  the  Slate,  and  the 
accruing  capital.  Some  unknown 
kind  of  commerce.  This  benefit 
being  calculated  to  keep  pace  with 
the  imagination  in  its  increafe, 
was  to  be  a  wonderful  Spur  to  thofe 
gameders  who  wished  to  partake 
of  it,  by  means  of  Shares  which 
were  to  be  made  out  fucceffively, 
in  proportion  to  the  eagernefs  of 
the  parties. 

Theie  Shares,  in  fact,  which 
were  at  fird  tew  in  number,  could 
not  fail  of  riling  to  an  enormous 
price,,  on  account  of  their  fcarcity, 

and 
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and  the  rapidity  of  the  circula¬ 
tion  ;  this  would  not  only  facili¬ 
tate,  but  even  necefiitate  the  mak¬ 
ing  of  other  {hares,  and  at  an  ad¬ 
vanced  premium. 

This  new  paper,  bringing  the 
old  into  difcredit,  would  furnifh  an 
-excellent  mode  of  diflributing  it.; 
becaufe  the  old  paper  would  be 
received  at  par,  but  always  with 
a  certain  proportion  of  money. 

In  order  to  engage  perfons  to 
get  rid  of  this  old  paper,  the  va¬ 
lue  of  it  was  to  be  made  uncertain 
.by  frequent  fluctuations thus  the 
pofleflbrs  of  it  would  be  apprehen- 
iive  that  it  might  become  of  no 
value  in  their  hands  :  when  it 
jhould  be  railed,  one  would  readi¬ 
ly  convert  it  into  Ihares,  to  fee u re 
the  advantage  ;  and  when  it  fhould 
be  lowered,  one  would  fear  that 
It  fhould  become  lower  kill. 

The  bank,  on  the  contrary, 
were  to  make  all  their  payments 
In  bills,  whofe  value  being  inva¬ 
riable,  would  keep  up  the  confi¬ 
dence  in  them,  and  would  render 
them  more  negotiable,  and  pre¬ 
ferable  to  fpecie. 

The  difcredit  brought  upon 
money  would  lower  the  interefl  of 
It,  and  the  prince  was  to  avail 
himfelf  of  this  reduction  to  make 
bis  loans,  and  thus  difeharge  part 
ofhis  debts,  without  any  difburfe- 
ment;  for  the  individuals,  not 
knowing  what  to  do  with  it,  would 
bring  it  back  to  him. 

If  the  individuals  wifhed  to  lay 
out  their  money  in  more  folid  ac- 
■quifitions,  lands,  provisions,  and 
merchandize  would  increafe,  and 
confequently  fo  would  the  receipt 
■of  the  taxes  and  the  caftoms. 

This  phantom  cf  fortune  daz¬ 
zling  the  eyes  of  evxery  one,  the 
fe  venal  clafles  of  citizens,  in  their 


eagernefs  for  partaking  of  it, 
would  intereft  themfelves  in  the 
keeping  up  of  the  bank  fo  much  the 
more;  as  a  number  of  individuals 
either  more  fortunate  or  more  dex¬ 
terous,  neceflarily  making  enor¬ 
mous  profits,  would  excite  the 
general  cupidity,  nearly  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  higheft  prize 
in  a  lottery,  keeps  up  the  hopes 
of  the  adventurers,  of  whom  the 
greater  part  mu  ft  never thelefs  be 
lofers.  Now,  what  fort  of  com¬ 
petition  would  there  not  be  in  this 
indance,  where  every  one  would 
be  certain  of  winning,  by  increas¬ 
ing  the  dividends  a  propos  f 

Let  this  illuhon  be  kept  -up 
only  for  a  few  years,  and  the  lo¬ 
ve  reign  will  have  paid  off  all 
his  debts,  and  will  have  drawn 
into  his  coffers,  the  greatelt  part 
of  the  fpecie  of  his  own,  and  even 
of  other  kingdoms. 

Such  were  the  axioms  and  the 
corollaries  of  Law5s  fyftem  :  an 
infernal  theory,  deduced  certain¬ 
ly  from  faCts,  and  .which  he  had 
never  ventured  to  conflder  coolly 
in  all  its  horror :  let  us  fay  more,  a 
theory  that  was  not  even  to  be 
conceived ;  but  the  regent  and 
he,  hurried  away,  in  fpite  of 
themfelves,  by  the  rapid  motion 
of  this  political  machine,  were 
obliged  to  yield  to  its  impulfe,  till 
it  broke  to  pieces  by  its  own  ef¬ 
forts. 

However  this  may  be,  the  au¬ 
thor  of  this  plan,  whether  more  or 
lefs  digefled  with  refpetl  to  its 
confequences,  perceiving  that  it 
could  not  be  carried  into  execution 
in  any  hate,  except  where  the 
fovereign  enjoyed  abfolute  autho¬ 
rity,  confldered  France  as  the 
kingdom  moll  fit  for  his  defign. 
Befides,  he  knew  the  people  ;  that 
2  they 


CHARACTERS.  27 

they  were  fond  of  novelty,  that  to  give  this  bank  a  credit,  which 
they  adopted  it  without  confider-  was  to  be  anfwerable  to  the  more 
ation,  and  gave  themielves  up  to  extenfive  undertakings  it  was  to 
it  with  a  kind  of  frenzy.  It  has  embrace,  a  decree  of  council  was 
been  aflerted,  that  he  firft  pro-  iflued,  which  ordered  all  thofe 
pofed  his  fyftem  to  Lewis  XIV.  who  had  the  management  of  the 
who,  notwithftanding  his  being  royal  Ireafure,  to  receive  and 
in  want  of  fuch  a  fcheme,  upon  even  to  difcharge  the  bills  without 
the  bare  expofition  of  it,  rejected  difcount.  By  this  decree,  full  of 
it  with  a  kind  of  abhorrence,  artifice,  under  the  appearance  of 
The  author  was  not  difconcerted,  limplicity,  the  bank  was  made  the 
but  produced  it  again  to  the  repofitory  of  all  the  revenues  of 
Duke  of  Orleans.  That  prince,  the  king.  This  was  the  firft  ftep 
more  determined,  more  enterpriz-  towards  that  ideal  fortune  it  was 
ing,  and  certainly  lels  fcrupu-  to  make :  it  immediately  fixed  the 
lous,  confidered  it  as  very  ufeful  intereft  at  feven  and  an  half  per 
to  his  views ;  he  was  moreover  cent. 

prefled  by  circumftances  ;  he  wilh-  Some  time  after,  a  trading  corn¬ 
ed  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  Ihort  pany  was  created,  under  the  title 
time  he  had  to  govern,  to  remedy  of  the  Wejiern  or  MiJJiJfipi  Compa- 
the  evils  of  the  date,  which  re-  ny.  Its  object  was  the  planting 
quired  a  neceflary  criiis.  He  and  culture  of  the  French  colo» 
therefore  adopted  this  fyftem  ;  he  nies  of  North  America.  The 
would  not  allow  himfelf  to  think  king  gave  to  this  company  all  the 
of  the  violent  convulfion  into  lands  of  Louiflana,  and  permitted 
which  he  was  going  to  throw  the  French,  as  well  as  foreigners,  to  be 
ftate,  and  flattered  himfelf,  that  concerned  in  it,  by  taking  (hares 
his  genius  would  be  able  to  put  a  of  it,  part  of  the  value  of  which 
flop  to  its  effects,  whenever  they  might  be  furnilhed  in  bills  of 
(hould  become  too  fatal.  Never-  flate,  which  loffc  from  fifty  to  fix- 
thelefs,  as  he  was  not  the  abfolute  ty  per  cent,  upon  the  fpot.  How 
mailer,  and  that  he  was  obliged  was  it  poflible  to  refill:  fuch  a 
to  a£l  with  a  great  deal  of  cau-  bait,  more  efpecially  as  the  coun- 
tion,  he  adopted  it  only  (lowly,  try  was  reprefented  as  a  Peru, 
and  by  degrees.  more  fertile  in  gold  than  that  of 

At  firft  he  contented  himfelf  the  Spaniards  !  Even  the  parlia- 
with  permitting  Law  to  eftablifh  ment  was  taken  in,  and  made  no 
a  bank,  in  order  to  accuftom  the  fcruple  of  regiftering.  They  yet 
people  by  degrees  to  fuch  a  title,  faw  nothing  in  this,  but  what 
and  to  fuch  an  eftablifhment.  it  might  be  ufeful  to  the  (late, 
was  prefented  under  an  appear-  In  1718,  the  bank  made  fur- 
ance  of  public  utility,  and  it  ther  advances.  It  was  announced 
would  really  have  been  attended  under  the  title  of  Bank  Royal ,  by 
with  very  great  advantages,  if  it  a  declaration  of  his  majefty,  which, 
had  been  confined  to  the  func-  fignified,  that  the  king  had  reim- 
tions  fpecified  in  the  edift  which  burfed  in  money  the  capitals  of 
£fct  it  on  foot.  thofe  perfons  who  had  (hares  in 

The  year  following,  in  order  the  bank,  which  they  had  only 
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paid  in  bills  of  date,  and  that 
thefe  capitals  had  been  converted 
into  fiiares  of  the  Wefiern  com¬ 
pany  ;  and  in  a  word,  that  the 
kmg  was  become  foie  proprietor 
of  all  the  (hares  of  the  bank.  Mr. 
Law  was  appointed  director  to  it, 
under  the  authority  of  his  majedy 
and  the  orders  of  the  regent. 


An  Account  of  the  Chevalier  d’Eon. 

From  the  fame. 

Chevalier  d’Eon,  who 
J,  has  fmce  been  transformed 
into  a  woman,  and  who  probably 
partakes  of  both  fe.xes,  deferves 
to  be  more  particularly  known. 
She  relates  her  hiftory  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner:  —  Born  at  Ton- 
nerre,  Mademcifelle  d’Eon,  a  lady 
according  to  her  own  confefiion, 
was  in  the  tendered  age  endowed 
with  a  prudence  capable  of  fe- 
conding  the  political  views  of  her 
parents,  who  made  her  pafs  for  a 
boy.  She  was  fent  to  Paris,  and 
placed  at  the  College  Mazarin, 
where  we  may  conceive  how  much 
difgud,  labour,  and  fatigue,  lhe 
mult  have  experienced,  to  go 
through  the  feveral  exercifes  of 
body  and  mind,  without  betray¬ 
ing  the  fecrets  of  her  fex,  which 
was  never  fufpected.  To  the  fiudy 
of  the  Belles  Lettres,  fucceeded 
that  of  the  laws.  She  was  receiv¬ 
ed  Doilor  in  Civil,  then  in  Canon 
Law,  and  afterwards  counfellor. 
Already  known  by  feveral  works, 
file  had  an  opportunity  of  intro¬ 
ducing  herfeif  to  the  Prince  of 
Conti,  who  honoured  her  family 
with  a  particular  protection.  Ruf- 
fj  a  was  then  at  variance  with 
prance,  it  was  an  important  mat¬ 
ter  to  reconcile  thefe  two  courts : 


a  myfierious  agent  was  wanted 
without  a  title,  and  yet  capable 
of  infmuation,  and  of  fulfilling 
the  delicate  commifiion  he  was  to 
be  charged  with.  The  Prince  of 
Conti  thought  he  had  found  in 
Mademoifelle  d’Eon  all  the  ne- 
cefiary  qualifications,  and  pro- 
pofed  her  to  Lewis  XV.  who  was 
fond  of  fuch  myfieries.  He  readi¬ 
ly  accepted  the  female  negotia¬ 
tor  ;  who,  upon  her  aproach  to 
Peterfbourg,  afiumed  the  drefs  of 
her  real  fex,  and  fucceeded  fo  well 
in  her  bufinefs,  that  his  majefty 
was  pleafed  to  fend  her  a  fecond 
time  into  Ruffia,  with  the  Che¬ 
valier  Douglas.  She  had  then 
relumed  her  manly  drefs,  and 
went  through  this  fecond  charac¬ 
ter  with  Hill  more  fineffe,  fince 
it  is  affirmed,  that  file  was  not 
even  difcovered  by  the  emprefs. 
The  aim  of  her  negotiations  was, 
to  determine  Ruffia  to  form  an  al¬ 
liance  with  the  Courts  of  Vienna 
and  Verfailles,  rather  than  with 
Pruffia.  When  the  treaty  was 
figned,  Mademoifelle  d’Eon  was 
commiffioned  to  carry  the  news  to 
the  king.  She  broke  her  leg  upon 
the  road.  This  accident,  how¬ 
ever,  did  not  flop  her,  and  Die 
arrived  at  Verfailles  fix-and-thirty 
hours  before  the  courier  who  had 
been  difpatched  from  Vienna  at 
the  infiant  of  her  departure.  The 
king,  delighted,  ordered  his  fur- 
geon  to  take  particular  care  of 
Mademoifelle  d’Eon,  and  gave 
her  a  lieutenancy  of  dragoons, 
which  file  defired.  She  ferved  in 
the  1  alb  campaigns,  then  re-en¬ 
tered  the  career  of  politics,  and 
was  fent  fecretary  of  an  embaiTy  to 
London,  where  file  made  herfeif 
fo  agreeable  to  that  court,  that 
his  Britannic  majelty,  contrary  to 
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cuftom,  chofe  her  to  carry  to  Ver¬ 
sailles,  and  to  the  Duke  of  Bed¬ 
ford  his  ambaflador  at  Paris,  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty  of  peace 
concluded  between  the  two  na¬ 
tions.  It  was  upon  this  occafion, 
that  the  king  gave  her  the  crofs 
of  Saint  Louis.  He  had  already 
bellowed  two  penfions  upon  her. 
It  mull  indeed  be  acknowledged, 
that  Ihe  is  the  moll  extraordinary 
perfon  of  the  age.  We  have  Seve¬ 
ral  times  Seen  women  metamor- 
phofed  into  men,  and  doing  their 
duty  in  the  war;  but  we  have  Seen 
no  one  who  has  united  So  many 
military,  political,  and  literary 
talents. 


Char  after  of  the  French.  Front 
Sherlock’r  Letters . 


tt 


A  Frenchman,”  fays  the  Earl 
of  Chelterfield,  “  who, 
with  a  fund  of  learning,  virtue, 
and  good  fenfe,  has  the  manners 
and  good-breeding  of  his  country, 
is  the  perfection  of  human  na¬ 
ture.  ”  I  am  not  an  enemy  to 
the  French;  but  I  do  not  think 
this  aflertion  true.  In  my  opinion, 
the  following  would  have  been 
julter  :  An  Englifhmany  who  joins 
manners  and  good-breeding  to  the  fo~ 
lidityy  energy ,  and  greatnefs  of 
mind ,  which  cbdrafterioce  his  country , 
is  the  perfection  of  human  nature.  1 
do  not  mean  to  compliment.  But 
Sentiments  and  actions  are  upon  a 
more  elevated  Scale  here  than  can 
be  found  in  any  other  nation  in 
the  world.  There  are  no  effects 
without  caufes ;  and  the  caufes  of 
this  are  very  obvious.  We  pafs 
our  youth  with  the  Greeks  and 
Romans.  Their  great  examples 
expand  our  fouls ;  the  brightnefs 
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of  their  actions,  and  the  Splendour 
of  their  principles,  kindle  the 
molt  noble  palfions  in  our  minds  ; 
and,  when  we  come  to  be  men, 
the  nature  of  our  government  feeds 
this  flame,  and  we  glow  with  a 
certain  internal  ardour,  which  oc- 
cafionally  breaks  out  into  action, 
and  which  is  neither  known  nor 
comprehended  but  in  the  domi¬ 
nions  of  Britain. 

I  do  jultice  here  to  my  coun¬ 
try;  and  my  foul  feels  happy, 
that  I  am  able  to  give  her,  with 
truth,  a  Superiority  over  the  uni- 
verfe  in  genius  and  magnanimity. 
But  if  from  this  I  Shall  be  under- 
Itood  to  think  meanly  of  the 
French,  becaufe  they  are  the  ri¬ 
vals  and  enemies  of  this  nation, 
it  would  indeed  be  to  misinterpret 
me  much.  Though  I  do  not 
think  that  people  equal  to  this  in 
greatnefs ,  I  think  them  a  very 
great  people.  And  if  the  Englilh 
are  Superior  to  the  French  in  all 
the  more  elevated  qualities  which 
dignify  and  ennoble  humanity  ; 
fo  the,  French  furpafs  the  Englilh 
in  all  the  milder  and  gentler  vir¬ 
tues,  which  grace  and  adorn  it. 

In  England  the  French  have 
few  friends.  But  they  have  one ; 
and  that  one  am  I.  They  could 
not,  I  acknowledge,  have  a  fee¬ 
bler  advocate;  but  while  I  have  a 
tongue  to  Speak,  or  a  pen  to 
write,  wherever  I  go  I’ll  do  them 
jultice. 

Let  every  man  who  knows  that 
nation  Speak  of  it  as  he  found  it ; 
if  he  lived  in  their  intimacv  for 
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years  (as  I  did),  and  if  he  found 
them  ill-natured,  ill-mannered, 
treacherous,  and  cowardly,  let 
him  Speak  his  mind.  1  quarrel 
with  no  man  who  judges  for  him- 
Self,  and  who  Speaks  the  truth. 

But 
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Bat  let  the  indulgence  I  grant,  be 
granted  to  me  again  ;  and  let  me 
be  permitted  to  tell  the  world  that, 
however  other  men  may  have  found 
them,  I  found  them  good  humour¬ 
ed,  good-natured,  brave,  poiifhed, 
frank  and  friendly. 

They  no  ere  my  friends  faithful  and  juft  to 
me  5 

But  Brutus  fays  they  art  perfidious  ; 

And  Brutus  is  an  honourable  man. 

I  fpeak  not  to  difprove  what  Brutus  fpoke  j 
But  here  I  am  to  fpeak  -what  I  do  know. \ 

I  found  them  all  animated  with 
a  defire  to  pleafe,  and  always  rea¬ 
dy  to, do  me  every  fervdce  in  their 
power.  I  owe  them  a  thou  fa  nd 
obligations.  I  had  faults ;  they 
corrected  them  :  I  wanted  know¬ 
ledge  ;  they  informed  me:  I  was 
rough  ;  they  foftened  me  :  I  was 
iick  ;  they  vifited  me  :  I  was 
vain ;  they  flattered  me :  I  had 
need  of  counfel ;  they  gave  me 
the  belt  advice :  every  man  has 
need  of  agreeable  company,  and 
every  man  may  be  fare  to  find  it 
In  France. 

I  could  be  lavifh  in  praife  of 
this  nation  ;  but  1  am  forry  to 
fay,  that  too  many  people  here 
have  prejudices  again  ft  them,  as 
ridiculous  as  they  are  ill-foundedv 
They  defpife  the  French  as  if  they 
were  beings  without  either  fenfe 
or  fentiment ;  though  their  writ¬ 
ings  and  actions  fhew  they  are  full 
of  both.  Becaufe  two  dates  have 
different  interefts,  is  that  a  reafon 
that  every  individual  belonging  to 
thofe  ftates  fhould  promote,  to  the 
utmoft  of  his  abilities,  the  intereff 
and  glory  of  the  country  to  which 
he  belongs  ?  It  certainly  is.  And 
therefore ,  every  Frenchman  has  the 
fame  merit  in  labouring  with  all 
his  might  for  the  deftruClion  of 
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the  Britifh  Beet*  that  every  Eng* 
lifhman  has  in  exerting  all  hit 
powers  to  annihilate  the  navy  of 
France.  If  a  blail  of  my  breath 
could  fend  all  the  fhips  fhe  has  to 
the  bottom  of  the  fea «—  Puff  — 
They  were  funk,  before  you  could 
finiih  this  period.  But  is  it  a  rea¬ 
fon  I  fhould  hate  or  defpife  the 
French,  becaufe  I  am  naturally 
and  neceffarily  the  enemy  of 
France  ? 

The  bed  way  I  think  to  judge 
this  matter  is  to  take  two  other 
rival  nations;  Audria  and  Pruf- 
fia ;  Athens  and  Sparta.  Here 
you  are  difpaflionate  ;  your  judg¬ 
ment  will  be  juft.  Do  you  think 
It  the  duty  of  a  liberal-minded 
Pruffian  to  defpife  an  Audrian  ? 
Or,  fhould  a  well-born  Athenian 
deteft  a  Lacedaemonian,  becaufe 
he  is  equally  animated  by  the  fame 
noble  dame  that  warms  himfelf, 
the  love  of  his  country  The  na¬ 
tion  which  is  able  to  rival  another* 
proves  herfelf  worthy  the  admira¬ 
tion  of  that  nation  even  by  her  ri- 
vality  ;  and  had  1  no  other  reafon 
to  confider  the  French  as  a  great 
people,  befide  their  being  able  to 
contend  with  England,  that  proof 
for  me  would  be  fufficient. 

But  the  French  are  perfidious 
in  politics .  I  deny  that  they  cart 
be  perfidious  with  the  Englifh. 
They  may  be  treacherous,  for 
aught  I  know,  with  the  Auftrians 
and  the  Spaniards.  There  they 
profefs  friend fhip.  They  are  of 
the  fame  religion,  frequently  in¬ 
termarry,  and  have  frequent  al¬ 
liances.  With  England  France 
has  no  connection.  She  may  over¬ 
reach  her  in  politics ;  but  fhe  ne¬ 
ver  can  deceive  her  by  perfidy  5 
becaufe  fhe  is  her  uniform  enemy. 
There  is  not  an  infant  that  does 
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not  know,  that  France  ever  was, 
and  ever  will  be,  the  enemy  of 
England.  The  making  a  peace 
is  not  making  a  friendfnip  ;  and 
the  French  will  not  be  more  the 
friends  of  England  when  this 
peace  is  made,  than  they  were 
five  years  before  the  war  began  ; 
or  than  they  are  now.  The  riva- 
lity  between  the  two  nations  will 
iaft  while  the  nations  la  if.  They 
are  littora  littoribus  contrariety  cp- 
poiite  in  every  thing.  It  is  the 
duty  of  France  to  deprefs  Eng¬ 
land  as  much  as  fhe  can.  It  is 
the  duty  of  England  to  keep  down 
France  as  much  as  is  in  her  power. 
It  is  the  duty  of  both  to  do  jullice 
to  the  other.  This  jullice  the 
French  do  render  the  Englifh.  I 
am  for ry  I  cannot  fay  the  Englifh 
do  the  fame  by  them.  Every 
clafs  of  men  in  France  praife  the 
people  cf  this  country  :  fome,  the 
folidity  of  their  underflanding, 
and  the  extent  of  their  genius  ; 
others,  the  energy  and  vigour  of 
their  character;  many,  their  mag¬ 
nanimity  and  benevolence ;  and 
all,  their  courage  and  good  faith. 
While  here — but  I  blufh  for  num¬ 
bers,  and  am  aihamed  to  fin ifh  my 
period. 


Char  after  of  the  French  Ladies 
compared  nvith  that  of  the  Eng¬ 
lifh.  From  the  fasne. 

WOMEN  are  a  fubjedl  upon 
which  fo  much  has  been 
laid  and  written  by  fo  many  men 
of  abilities,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to 
imagine  a  new  light  to  fhew  them 
in  ;  or  to  place  them  in  an  atti¬ 
tude,  in  which  they  have  not 
been  already  placed.  But,  talk¬ 
ing  of  a  nation,  if  one  did  not 


fay  fomething  about  fo  confider- 
able  a  part  of  it,  the  fubjecl  mull 
appear  mutilated  and  imperfeCl. 

As  brevity  is  the  foul  of  <wit,  I 
jhall  be  brief ;  and  I  fhall  only 
touch  on  the  principal  points  in 
which  the  women  of  France  dif¬ 
fer  from  thofe  of  other  countries. 

When  a  French  lady  comes  into 
a  room,  the  fir  ft  thing  that  ftrikes 
you  is,  that  fhe  walks  better, 
holds  herfel-f  better,  has  her  head 
and  feet  better  dreffed,  her  cloaths 
better  fancied,  and  better  put  on, 
than  any  woman  you  have  ever 
feen. 

When  fhe  talks,  fhe  is  the  art  of 
pleasing  perfonified.  Her  eyes, 
her  lips,  her  words,  her  geftures, 
are  all  prepofleffing.  Her  lan¬ 
guage  is  the  language  of  amiable- 
nefs  ;  her  accents  are  the  accents 
of  grace.  She  embellilhes  a  trifle  ; 
fhe  interefls  upon  a  nothing  $  fhe 
foftens  a  contradiction  ;  fhe  takes 
oft  the  infipidnefs  of  a  compliment 
by  turning  it  elegantly  ;  and,  when 
fhe  has  a  mind,  fhe  fharpens  and 
polifnes  the  point  of  an  epigram 
better  than  all  the  women  in  the 
world. 

Her  eyes  fparkle  with  fpirit 
the  moll  delightful  Tallies  flafh  from 
her  fancy  ;  in  telling  a  ftory,  fhe 
is  inimitable;  the  motions  of  her 
body,  and  the  accents  of  her 
tongue,  are  equally  genteel  and 
eafy  ;  an  equable  flow  of  fi»ftened 
fprightlinefs  keeps  her  conftantly 
good-humoured  and  chearful  ;  and 
the  only  objefls  of  her  life  are  to 
pleafe,  and  to  be  pleafed. 

Her  vivacity  may  fomciimes  ap¬ 
proach  to  folly  ;  but  perhaps  it  is 
not  in  her  moments  of  folly  fhe 
is  Jeaft  interefting  and  agreeable-. 
Englifh  women  have  many  points 
of  fuperiority  over  the  French  ; 
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the  French  are  fuperior  to  them 
in  many  others.  I  have  men¬ 
tioned  home  of  thefe  points  in 
other  places.  Here  I  ihall  only 
fay,  there  is  a  particular  idea  in 
which  no  woman  in  the  world  can 
compare  with  a  French-woman  ; 
it  is  in  the  power  of  intellectual 
irritation .  She  will  draw  wit  out 
of  a  fool.  She  lirikes  with  fuch 
addrefs  the  cords  of  felf-love,  that 
£he  gives  unexpe&ed  vigour  and 
agility  to  fancy ;  and  eledrihes 
2.  body  that  appeared  non  elec¬ 
tric. 

1  have  mentioned  here  the  wo¬ 
men  of  England ;  and  I  have 
done  wrong.  I  did  not  intend  it 
when  I  began  the  letter.  They 
came  into  my  mind  as  the  only 
women  in  the  world  worthy  of  be¬ 
ing  compared  with  thofe  of  France. 
To  fettle  the  refpedlive  claims  of 
the  fair  fex  in  thofe  two  countries, 
requires  an  abler  pen  than  mine. 
I  ihali  not  dare  to  examine  it 
even  in  a  fingle  point ;  nor  pre¬ 
fume  to  determine  whether,  in  the 
important  article  of  beauty,  form 
and  colour  are  to  be  preferred  to 
expreffion  and  grace,  or  whether 
grace  and  expreffion  are  to  be  con- 
iidered  as  preferable  to  complexion 
and  Ihape.  1  fhall  not  examine 
whether  the  piquant  of  France  is 
to  be  thought  fuperior  to  the  touch- 
ant  of  England  ;  or  whether  deep 
fenfibility  deferves  to  be  preferred 
to  animation  and  wit.  So  im¬ 
portant  a  fubjedl  requires  a  vo¬ 
lume.  I  fhall  only  venture  to  give 
a  trait.  If  a  goddefs  could  be 
fuppofed  to  be  formed,  compound¬ 
ed  of  Juno  and  Minerva,  that 
goddefs  would  be  the  emblem  of 
the  women  of  this  country.  Ve¬ 
nus,  as  (he  is,  with  all  her  amia- 
bleneffes  and  imperfedfions,  may 


Hand,  juftly  enough,  for  an  em¬ 
blem  of  French  women.  I  have 
decided  the  queliion  without  in¬ 
tending  it ;  for  I  have  given  the 
preference  to  the  women  of  Eng¬ 
land. 

One  point  I  had  forgotten  ;  and 
it  is  a  material  one.  It  is  not  to 
be  difputed  on  ;  tor  what  I  am 
going  to  write  is  the  opinion  and 
fentiment  of  the  univerfe.  The 
Englifh  women  are  the  bell  wives 
under  heaven— and  lhame  be  on 
the  men  who  make  them  bad  huf- 
bandsl 


Character  of  the  Italians.  From 
the  fame  > 

It  EDIOCRITV  is  rare  here; 
J  VA  every  thing  is  in  extremes. 
No  where  is  fo  line  .mu lie  to  be 
heard  ;  no  where  (except  at  the 
opera  of  Paris)  are  the  ears  fo 
cruelly  tortured :  the  eyes  are 
charmed  and  tormented  alternate¬ 
ly  by  the  moft  fuperb  and  molt 
detellable  pictures  and  ftatues. 
No  citizens ;  an  exceffive  luxury 
among!!  individuals ;  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  mol!  abjet!  mifery. 
It  is  the  fame  in  regard  to  reli¬ 
gion  ;  you  will  fee  nothing  but  a 
blind  fuperftition  or  determined 
atheifts.  But  of  all  the  extremes 
the  mol!  Hriking  are  thofe  which 
are  obferved  in  the  charadler  of 
the  nation.  The  Italian,  in  ge¬ 
neral,  is  exceedingly  good,  or 
wicked  to  a  degree.  There  are 
excellent  hearts  in  this  country; 
but,  like  the  great  pictures,  they 
are  fcarce.  Men  are  born  there 
with  Hrong  paffiens,  and,  not  re¬ 
ceiving  any  education,  it  is  not 
adonilhing  that  they  often  commit 
great  crimes.  Under  a  cold  ex¬ 
terior 
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♦?rio r  they  conceal  burning  hearts ; 
and  their  exterior  is  cold  only  to 
conceal  their  hearts.  Love,  jea- 
loufy,  and  revenge  are  their  ruling 
pafiions ;  as  they  think  only  of  the 
fenfual  part  of  love,  and  know 

well  the  conftitutions  of  their 
women,  and  the  wiles  of  their 
rivals,  their  jealoufy  is  always 

awake,  and  their  revenge  is  im¬ 

placable. 

As  to  underloading,  it  is  near¬ 
ly  the  fame  ;  men  of  talents  form 
the  large  clafs  ;  there  are  few 
fools ;  and  middling  men  ara  very 
rare.  “  Why  then,  you  will  alk, 
do  thefe  men  produce  nothing  ex¬ 
cellent  ?”  Becaufe  thev  have  un- 
governed  imaginations,  and  no 
philofophy  ;  and  becaufe1  good 
tafte  has  not  yet  penetrated  into 
their  country.  And  why  has  not 
good  tafte  entered  Italy  ?  Becaufe 
Italy  has  neither  a  London  nor  a 
Paris  ;  and  becaufe  (he  never  had 
a  Lewis  the  fourteenth. 

Travellers  are  often  miftaken 
in  judging  of  the  Italian,  efpecially 
the  Neapolitan.  They  think  he 
has  no  ienfe,  becaufe  he  wants 
ideas.  A  man  can  have  but  few 
ideas  when  he  has  never  been  out 
of  his  own  country,  and  when  he 
has  read  nothing ;  but  examine 
the  Neapolitan  on  all  the  fubjeCts 
with  which  he  is  acquainted,  and 
you  will  fee  whether  he  wants  na- 
tuial  capacity.  He  refembles  the 
foil  of  his  own  country  :  a  held 
well  tilled  in  Naples  produces  the 
moft  plentiful  crops  ;  negleCted, 
it  yields  but  briars  and  thiftlcs. 
It  is  the  fame  with  the  genius  of 
the  inhabitants  ;  cultivated,  it  is 
capable  of  every  thing;  untilled, 
it  pr.pduces  only  folly  and 
vice. 

Vol.  XXIV* 
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Sketch  of  the.  Life  and  Character  f 
the  famous  Poet  Lope  de  Vega  * 
from  a  Book  entitled  “  Letter 
from  att  Englijh  traveller  in 
Spain,  &c.” 

Madrid,  duguft  15,  1778. 

HOUGH  I  perfectly  agree 
with  you  in  opinion  relating 
to  our  immortal  Shakefpeare,  yet 
I  cannot  refrain  from  doing  that 
juftice  to  his  contemporary  Lope 
de  Vega  which  his  moft  extraordi¬ 
nary  talents  deferve  ;  I  (hall  there¬ 
fore  attempt  to  give  you  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  this  great  poet,  which  is 
no  eafy  talk  when  his  amazing 
abilities  are  confidered  ;  however, 
I  fhall  venture  to  proceed,  as  this 
will  be  the  laft  letter  I  lhall  write 
to  you  from  hence. 

Lope  Felix  de  Vega  Carpio, 
born  the  25th  of  November  1562, 
was  the  fon  of  Felix  Vega  de  Car- 
pio,  a  gentleman  of  Madrid,  who 
had  the  reputation  of  being  a  very- 
good  poet,  a  turn  which  he  ob¬ 
served  with  rapture  in  his  child 
from  its  infancy,  and  which  the 
fond  parent  cherilhed  with  the 
greateft  delight.  At  firfe  years  of 
age  young  Lope  could  read  Spa- 
nilh  and  Latin  fluently,  and  even 
make  verfes,  which  he  exchanged 
with  his  fchool-fellows  for  pictures 
and  other  trifles.  His  father, 
charmed  with  this  furpriflng  dawn 
of  genius,  fpared  no  pains  to  cul¬ 
tivate  a  darling  plant,  that  feem- 
ed  to  encourage  the  moft  flatter¬ 
ing  expectations.  At  the  age  of 
twelve,  Lope  was  mailer  of  the 
Latin  tongue  and  the  art  of  rhe¬ 
toric  ;  could  dance  and  fence  with 
eafe  and  dexterity,  and  fing  with 
a  tolerable  tafte.— -Endowed  with 
thefe  acccmpliihmexits,  he  became 
D  *  an 
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an  orphan  at  his  firft  entrance 
into  the  world,  with  every  prefiure 
of  diftrefs,  and  was  taken  into  the 
Service  of  the  bifhop  of  Avila,  in 
whofe  praife  he  wrote  feveral  pa- 
ilorals,  and  made  his  firft  drama¬ 
tic  eftay,  with  a  comedy  entitled 
La  Paftoral  de  Jacinto.  He  foon 
after  quitted  his  patron,  went  to  . 
the  university  of  Alcala,  where  he 
ftudied  philofophy,  and  took  a 
degree,  then  returned  to  Madrid, 

and  became  fecretarv  to  the  duke 

* 

of  Alva,  who  entrufted  him  with 
his  moil  weighty  concerns.  En¬ 
couraged  by  his  new  Mecsenas, 
he  again  tuned  his  lyre,  and  fung 
his  praife  in  a  poem  entitled  Ar¬ 
cadia.  About  this  time  he  mar¬ 
ried  Dona  Ifabelia  de  Urbina,  a 
lady  of  fafhion,  on  account  of 
whofe  gallantries  he  foon  after 
fought  a  duel,  and  having  griev- 
oufly  wounded  his  antagonift,  fled 
to  Valencia,  where  he  lived  fome 
years ;  after  which  he  returned 
again  to  Madrid,  where  lofing 
his  wife,  he  felt  himfelf  animated 
with  a  military  ardour,  and  re¬ 
paired  to  Cadiz  to  embark  on 
board  the  great  armada,  fitting 
out  by  Philip  the  fecond,  againlt 
Queen  Elizabeth.  In  this  fleet 
he  failed  for  Lifibon  in  company 
with  his  brother,  a  lieutenant  in 
the  Spanifh  navy,  who  loft  his  life 
in  that  expedition.  Our  poet  had 
his  fhare  of  the  misfortunes  of  that 
difappoimed  fleet,  and  appeared 
at  Madrid  without  a  Angle  friend, 
became  fecretary  to  the  marquifs 
©f  Malpica,  and  afterwards  to  the 
count  of  Lemos.  Though  his 
firft;  marriage  was  fo  unfuccefsful, 
he  was  in  hopes  of  being  more  for¬ 
tunate  in  that  ftate  with  Dona 
Juana  de  Guardia,  a  lady  of  rank. 


whom  he  foon  after  loft.  Irrcon- 
folable  at  thefe  repeated  afflictions, 
he  entered  into  the  ecclefiaftic 
ftate,  was  ordained  a  prieft,  and 
appointed  head  chaplain  to  a  con¬ 
gregation  of  priefts  at  Madrid, 
though  he  ftill  courted  the  mufes, 
making  this  the  chief  relaxation 
that  foftened  his  forrovvs.  He 
was  now  in  the  zenith  of  his  poetic 
glory,  and  his  reputation  became 
fo  univerfal,  that  Pope  Urban  the 
eighth  lent  him  the  degree  of  doc¬ 
tor  in  divinity,  and  the  crofs  of 
the  order  of  Malta,  added  to  a 
lucrative  poll  in  the  apoftolic  ex¬ 
chequer,  which  Lope  held  to  his 
death,  which  happened  in  his 
feventy-third  year,  to  the  great 
regret  of  the  court,  and  every 
learned  man  in  the  kingdom.  The 
duke  of  Sefa,  who  was  his  patron 
and  executor,  caufed  him  to  be 
interred  at  his  own  expence,  with 
fuch  pomp  and  magnificence  as 
had  never  been  feen  before  for  a 
private  perfon  ;  the  duke  invited 
all  the  grandees  of  the  kingdom, 
who  attended  in  perfon,  in  token 
of  their  concern  at  the  lofs  of  fo 
diftinguiffied  a  character.  The 
funeral  obfequies  lafted  three  days, 
all  the  clergy  of  the  king’s  chapel 
aflifted,  three  bifhops  officiated 
pontifically,  and  three  of  the  moft 
eloquent  orators  exerted  themfelves 
in  praife  of  the  deceafed,  adding 
new  laurels  to  the  fame  of  Lope  de 
Vega,  with  whom,  when  living, 
many  princes  gloried  in  being  ac¬ 
quainted.  Pope  Urban  wrote  him 
a  letter  in  anfwer  to  a  dedication 
of  his  -poem  in  favour  of  Mar) 
queen  of  Scots,  entitled  Cormc 
tragica  de  Maria  Stuardo.  Cardi¬ 
nal  Barbarini  held  a  very  intimate 
correfpondence  with  him,  as  die 
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many  other  cardinals  and  noble¬ 
men,  who  courted  his  friendship. 
When  he  walked  in  the  Pcreets,  he 
was  gazed  upon  and  followed  as  a 
prodigy  ;  he  was,  moreover,  load¬ 
ed  with  prefents,  and  by  the  rapid 
fale  of  his  numerous  works,  foon 
2mafted  a  confiderable  fortune, 
and  acquired  a  capital  of  150,000 
ducats,  befides  his  annual  income 
of  fifteen  hundred  ducats,  ariling 
out  of  his  benefices  and  employ¬ 
ments  ;  fo  great  was  the  fertility 
of  his  genius,  the  amazing  readi¬ 
ngs  of  his  wit  and  rapidity  of 
thought,  added  to  his  animated 
expreffion,  that  perhaps  there  ne¬ 
ver  was  a  poet  in  the  world,  either 
ancient  or  modern,  that  could  be 
compared  to  him. — His  lyric  com- 
pofitions  and  fugitive  pieces,  with 
his  profe  efifays,  form  a  collection 
ol  fifty  volumes,  befides  his*  dra¬ 
matic  works,  which  make  twenty- 
fix  volumes  more  ;  exclusive  of 
four  h  undred  fcriptural  dramatize 
pieces,  called  in  Spain  Autos  Sa- 
cramentales ,  all  which  were  fuc- 
ceftively  brought  on  the  ftage  ; 
and  what  is  ftill  more  extraordi¬ 
nary,  fpeaking  of  his  printed 
works,  in  one  of  his  paftorals  to 
Claudio,  he  fays,  they  form  the 
leaft  part  of  what  ftill  remained  in 
his  clofet.  It  appears  from  his 
own  authority,  that  he  ufed  con- 
ftantly  to  write  five  fheets  a  day, 
which  multiplied  by  the  days  of 
his  life,  would  make  133,225 
fheets  ;  then  reckoning  the  num¬ 
ber  of  verfes  correfponding  to  each 
fheet,  it  will  appear  that,  exclu- 
five  of  profe,  he  wrote  21,316,000 
verfes,  an  unheard  of  exertion 
and  facility  of  verfification  1  Our 
author  polfefting  an  inexhauftible 
fund,  which,  like  the  fire  of  Vefu- 
vius,  continually  afforded  new  mat- 
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ter,  and  blazed  out  incefTantly. 
So  extraordinary  was  the  rapidity 
of  his  genius,  he  would  often  finiih 
a  play  in  twenty-four  hours,  and 
fome  comedies  in  lefs  than  five 
hours,  with  as  much  correftncfs 
and  elegance  in  hii  verfe,  as-  the 
moft  laboured  pieces  of  other 
writers  of  his  time.  Such  was  the 
contemporary  of  Sir  Philip  Sidney, 
Shakefpeare,  and  Spencer;  in  hi# 
Laurel  de  Apollo  he  has  celebrated 
all  the  good  poets  of  his  time,  but 
none  were  more  univerfally  praifed 
from  all  parts  than  himfelf ;  his 
furprifing  faculties  were  fuch,  that 
in  his  dramatic  pieces  he  broke 
through  all  rules  of  art,  yet  fuch 
was  his  fuccefs,  that  he  was  con- 
ftantly  the  favourite  of  the  public, 
and  drew  perpetual  burfts  of  ap- 
plaufe. — It  was  not  his  fault  if  his 
fuccelfors  had  not  his  talents  to 
conceal  their  defers,  and  only- 
imitated  his  imperfedions,  render¬ 
ing  the  Spanifh  drama  infupporc- 
able  when  deprived  of  the  beauties 
of  Lope  :  this  was  forefeen  by 
Cervantes,  who  reproaches  our 
poet  with  deftroying  the  rules 
of  the  drama,  as  laid  down  by  the 
ancients,  in  order  to  court  popu¬ 
lar  applaufe  ;  to  obtain  which  he 
loft  fight  of  every  idea  of  nature 
or  good  tafte,  adding,  that  the 
probability  of  fable  dwindled  in 
his  hands,  and  was  wafted  away 
by  the  enchanting  magic  of  verfe; 
all  unity  of  time  and  place  was 
annihilated  ;  his  heroes  came  out 
of  their  cradles,  and  wandered 
from  eaft  or  weft  as  lovers  or  com¬ 
batants,  put  on  the  cowl  of  monks, 
died  in  cloifters,  and  worked  mi¬ 
racles  on  the  ftage.  The  feene  is 
tranfported  from  Italy  to  Flanders, 
and  as  eafily  fhifted  from  Valencia 
to  Mexico.  Footmen  difeourfe 
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like  courtiers,  princes  like  bullies, 
and  ladies  like  chambermaids.  The 
aflors  appear  in  legions,  often 
feventy  at  a  time,  and  clofe  with 
numerous  proceffions,  which  are 
Hill  kept  up  with  us,  as  well  as 
opening  graves,  and  burying  the 
dead,  performing  the  mod  awful 
rites  of  mortality  by  way  oi  amufe- 
ment,  which  for  my  part  I  m u ft 
own  makes  my  heart  recoil  at  the 
difmal  fight ;  nor  can  the  more 
captivating  language  of  Shake- 
fpeare  overcome  my  feelings  at 
this  glaring  indecorum. 

So  feniihle  was  Lope  of  the 
wildnefs  of  his  imagr^adon,  and 
how  wantonly  he  fported  with  the 
confidence  of  the  public,  that 
fpeaking  of  himfelf,  he  acknow¬ 
ledges  his  fault  in  the  following 
words  : 

Mas  ninguno  de  todos  llamar  puedo 
Mas  barbaro  que  yo,  pues  contra  el  arte 
Me  atrevo  a  dar  preceptos,  y  me  dexo 
Llevar  de  la  vulgar  corriente,  a  donde 
Me  llaman  ignoiante,  Italia  y  Francia. 

And  again, 

Y  eferivo  por  el  arte,  que  inventaton 
Los  que  el  vulgar  aplauib  preteadieron 
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Porque  como  los  paga  el  vulgo,  es  Juffo 

Hablarle  en  necio,  para  darle  gufto. 

That  is,  “  that  he  was  fenfible  of 
the  reproaches  Italy  and  France 
would  make  him  for  breaking 
through  all  rules  to  pleafe  the  ig¬ 
norant  public,  but  fxnce  it  was 
they  that  paid  for  it,  they  had  a 
right  to  be  pleafed  in  their  own 
way.” 

I  have  now  given  you  both  fides 
of  the  quefiion,  refpefting  this 
great  man  ;  were  1  to  fpeak  to 
you  of  his  perfonal  virtues,  they 
are  yet  fuperior  to  his  literary 
talents.  His  benevolence  and 
.charity  towards  the  indigent  and 
di  it  relied  was  fo  great,  that  he  al¬ 
ways  extended  his  hand  to  the 
needy,  infomuch  that  notwith- 
Itanding  his  confiderable  fortune 
and  income,  not  more  than  fix 
thoufand  ducats  were  found  at  his 
death.— O  iiluftrious  bard,  if  an 
Englishman  is  not  capable  of  do¬ 
ing0  juliice  to  thy  poetical  num¬ 
bers,  and  the  harmony  of  thy 
verfe,  accept  at  leaft  of  this  tribute 
to  the  goodnefs  of  thy  heart. 
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Natural  Hijlory  and  Defcription  of 
the  *fyger-Cat  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  by  John  Reinhold 
Forlter,  LL.D.  F.  R.  and  A.  S. 
from  Vol.  7  if  of  the  Philofophi- 
cal  'Tran factions. 

FEW  tribes  of  quadrupeds  have 
in  Africa  more  representatives 
of  their  different  Species  than  that 
of  the  cat.  The  genus  of  ante¬ 
lopes  may  perhaps  be  excepted. 
Since,  to  my  knowledge,  about 
twenty  different  ghazels  and  ante- 
■  lopes  are  to  be  met  with  in  Africa; 
but  no  more  than  about  eight  or 
nine  of  the  cat  tribe  have  hitherto 
been  discovered  on  that  continent. 

;  However,  I  know  about  twenty- 
one  different  Species  of  this  great 
clafs  ;  and,  I  fuppGfe,  thefe  by  no 
jneans  exhault  this  numerous  tribe. 
The  greater  and  more  numerous 
;  the  different  genera  of  animals  are, 
the  more  difficult  it  mult  be  to  the 
’  natural  hiftorian  properly  to  ar¬ 
range  the  whole  of  Such  an  exten- 
Sive  divifton  of  animals,  efpecially 
if  they  are  not  equally  well  known. 
To  form  new  genera,  in  order  to 
difpofe  and  arrange  them  under, 
is  a  remedy  which  increafes  the  evil 
inllead  of  curing  it.  The  belt 
method,  therefore,  which  can  be 
devifed,  is  to  make  great  divisions 
in  each  genus,  comprehending 
tffoSe  Species  which,  on  account  of 
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fome  common  relation  or  charac¬ 
ter,  have  a  greater  affinity  to  one 
another.  The  genus  of  cat,  to 
which  the  animal  belongs  we  arc 
going  to  fpeak  of  more  at  large, 
offers  three  very  eafy  and  natural 
fubdivifions.  The  nrlt  compre¬ 
hends  animals  related  to  the  cat 
tribe,  with  long  hair  or  manes  on 
their  necks ;  fecondly,  Such  as 
have  remarkable  long  tails  with¬ 
out  any  marks  of  a  mane  on  their 
necks ;  laftly,  fuch  as  have  a  brulh 
of  hair  on  the  tips  of  their  ears, 
and  ffiorter  tails  than  the  fecond 
fubdivifion.  The  firfl  might  be 
called  in  Latin  Feles  jubatar  ; 
the  fecond  fubdivifion  Should  be 
named  JE  lures ;  and  the  third  and 
laid,  Lynces.  To  the  firld  Subdi¬ 
vision  the  lion  and  the  hunting 
leopard  or  Indian  chittah,  belong. 
The  Second  Subdivision  confifts  of 
the  tyger,  the  panther,  the  leo¬ 
pard,  the  ounce,  the  puma,  the 
jaguar-ete,  the  jaguara,  the  oce¬ 
lot,  the  gingy  of  Congo,  the  Ma- 
rakaya,  the  tyger-cat  of  the  Cape 
or  the  ’nfuffi  of  C'ongo,  the  Tibe¬ 
tan  tyger-cat  which  1  faw  at  Pe¬ 
tersburg,  the  common  buffi -cat  of 
the  Cape ;  and,  laftly,  the  wild 
cat,  and  its  domeftic  varieties. 
To  the  third  divifion  belong  the 
lynx,  the  caracal,  the  ferval,  the 
bay  lynx,  and  the  ghaus  of  Pror 
feffor  Guldenftedt. 

D  3  Since 
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Since  it  is  quite  foreign  to  ray 
purpofe  to  fpeak  of  thole  fpecies 
which  are  known  already  to  the 
naturalid,  I  confine  rnyielf  to  that 
fpecies  only  which  hitherto  has 
been  imperfedtiy  known  to  natu® 
ralids. 

The  fird  notice  we  had  of  the 
Cape  cat  is,  in  my  opinion,  to  be 
met  with  in  LabaCj  Relation  Hif- 
torique  de  V  Ethiopie  occidentals , 
tom.  I.  p.  177.  taken  as  is  fup- 
pofed  from  Father  Carazzi.  Labat 
mentions  there  the  ’nfuffi,  a  kind 
of  wild  cat  of  the  fize  of  a  dog, 
with  a  coat  as  much  ftriped  and 
varied  as  that  of  a  tyger.  Its  ap¬ 
pearance  befpeaks  cruelty,  and  its 
eyes  fiercenefs ;  but  it  is  cowardly, 
2nd  gets  its  prey  only  by  cunning 
and  infidious  arts.  All  thefe  cha¬ 
racters  are  perfectly  applicable  to 
the  Cape  cat,  and  it  feems  the 
animal  is  found  in  all  parts  of  Afri¬ 
ca,  from  Congo  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  in  an  extent  of  coun¬ 
try  of  about  eleven  degrees  of  la¬ 
titude.  Kolbe,  in  his  Prefent 
State  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope , 
vol.  Ii.  p.  127.  (of  the  Englilh 
edition)  fpeaks  of  a  tyger  bufii- 
cat,  which  he  defcribes  as  the 
larged  of  all  the  wild  cats  of  the 
Cape  countries,  and  is  fpotted 
fomething  like  a  tyger.  A  fkin 
of  this  animal  was  feen  by  Mr. 
Pennant  in  a  furrier’s  Ihop  in  Lon¬ 
don,  who  thought  it  came  from 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  from 
this  fkin  Mr.  Pennant  gave  the  fird 
defcription  which  could  be  of  any 
utility  to  a  natural  hidorian.  All 
the  other  authors  mention  this 
animal  in  a  vague  manner.  When 
I  and  my  fon  touched  the  fecond 
time  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
in  the  year  1775,  an  animal  of 
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this  fpecies  was  offered  me  to 
purchafe ;  but  I  refufed  buying 
it  becaufe  it  had  a  broken  leg, 
which  made  me  apprehenfive  of 
lofing  it  by  death  during  the  paf- 
fage  from  the  Cape  to  London. 

It  was  very  gentle  and  tame.  It 
was  brought  in  a  bafket  to  my 
apartment,  where  I  kept  it  above 
four  and  twenty  hours,  which  gave 
me  the  opportunity  of  defcribing 
it,  and  of  obferving  its  manners 
and  ceconomy ;  as  it  did  to  my 
fon  that  of  making  a  very  accurate 
drawing  of  it. 

After  a  mod  minute  examina¬ 
tion,  I  found  its  manners  and 
ceconomy  perfectly  analagous  to 
thofe  of  our  domedic  cats.  It 
ate  frefh  raw  meat,  and  was  very 
much  attached  to  its  feeders  and 
benefactors :  though  it  had  broke 
the  fore-leg  by  accident,  it  ne¬ 
ver  ihelefs  was  very  eafy.  After  it 
had  been  feveral  times  fed  by  me, 
it  foon  followed  me  like  a  tame 
favourite  cat.  It  liked  to  be 
ftroked  and  carefied  ;  it  jyibbed 
its  head  and  back  always  againd 
the  perfon’s  deaths  who  fed  it, 
and  deiired  to  be  made  much  of. 

It  purred  as  our  domedic  cats  do 
when  they  are  pieaied.  It  had 
been  taken  when  quite  young  in 
the  woods,  and  was  not  above 
eight  or  nine  months  old  ;  1  can, 
however,  pofitively  aver,  having  \ 
feen  many  {kins  of  full-grown 
tyger-cats,  that  it  had  already  very  ; 
nearly,  if  not  quite,  attained  its 
full  growth.  I  was  told,  that  the 
tyger-cats  live  in  mountainous  and 
woody  tracts,  and  that  in  their 
wild  date  they  are  very  great  de- 
droyers  of  hares,  rabbits,  yerbuas,  i 
young  antelopes,  lambkins,  and 
of  all  the  feathered  tribe. 
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Descriptio  Fells  Capensis, 

Felis  cauda  fub-elongata,  annu- 
lata  ;  corpore  fulvo,  fupra  ma- 
culis  virgatis  infra  orbiculari- 
bus,  auriculis  nigris,  macula 
lunata  alba. 

Labat  Ethiopic.  Occi¬ 
dent. .jpm.  I.  p.  1 77. 

fyger  Bofch-katten %  Kolbe  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  vol.  II.  p.  127. 
(Engl,  edit.) 

Cape-cat,  Pennant  Syn.  Quadrup. 
p.  181.  ( lit  edit.) 

Corpus  magnitudine  Felts  Cati  fyl- 
*vejlris  vel  paulo  majus.  In  ge- 
nere  fupra  colore  pallide  fulvo, 
fubtus  e  cinereo  albo,  maculis 
atris* 

( Pili  apice  pallide  fulvi,  bafi  albi.) 

Caput  Rojlro  magis  acuto,  quam 
F.  Cati,  albo  ;  in  labio  iupe- 
riore  prope  angulum  riCtus  ma¬ 
cula  orbiculata,  nigra.  Nares 
r.udae,  atrae.  Myftaces  plurium 
ordinum  in  labio  fuperiore  et 
fupra  oculos  valid*,  albs  et 
fulvs.  Oculi  figura  fere  trian- 
guli  fphasrici,  latere  anteriore 
perpendiculari  ;  Irtdes  flavae. 
Pupilla  orbicularis,  diurna  (nec 
ut  in  F.  Cato  perpendiculari 
rima  lemnifcata.)  Lingua  re- 
trofum  aculeata.  Dentes  acuti 
ut  in  cogeneribus. 

Line  a  albtda  utrinque  nafo  paral- 
lela,  ad  interiora  oculorum  la- 
tera.  Linea  nigra  paullulum 
convergens  a  cantho  anteriore 
oculorum  defcendit  in  nafum  ; 
aline  dua  nigra  fupra  oculos  in¬ 
fra  convergentes,  inque  frontem 
afcendentes  ;  praeterea  in  capite 
punEla  et  lineola  nigra  pi  u res 
fp  arise. 

Auricula  amplae,  longitudine  fere 
capitis,  ovats,  fuberecls,  intus 
villofie,  ochroleucse ;  extus  ni- 
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grse,  macula  lunata,  tranfrerfa 
alba.  Margo  exterior  facculo 
membranaceo  nudo,  lobato. 
Corpus  ovatum,  elegans.  Linea 
atra  longitudinales  quatuor  in 
cervice  inter  aurium  bales  orfe, 
in  Dorfo  interruptse  ;  Superiorala- 
terum  obtinent  maculae  oblong*, 
lineares,  obliqu*.  Interiora  la~ 
terum  macuhs  rotundis  fparlis. 
Abdomen  e  cinereo  album,  ma¬ 
culis  rotundis  parvis,  fparfis, 
nigris. 

Pedes  omnes  fuperne  fubfafciati, 
extremitatibus  punCtis  numero¬ 
us,  nigris  confger/i.  Digits 
quinque  felini.  Ungues  modici, 
retradiles,  nigri. 

Cauda  atcingit  bafin  tarii,  annulis 
circiter  c£lo  vel  decern  nigris 
cinCta. 

MENSUR  JE. 

Uncise  ped.  Angl. 

Ab  apice  roftri  ad  bafin  caudas  18 
Cauda  -  8 

Caput  longum  4 

Auriculae  margine  exteriore  3 
Pedes  anteriores  a  cubito  -  7 

Pedes  poftici  (tarfi  fcilicet)  -  qf 


An  Account  of  the  Ganges  and 
Burrampooter  Rivers.  By  James 
Rennell,  E/q.  F.  R.  S.  commu¬ 
nicated  by  Jofeph  Banks,  Efq. 
P ,  R.  S.  from  Vol.  LXX1 .  of  the 
Philofophical  Tranfadlions. 

H  E  Ganges  and  Burram- 
JL  pooler  rivers,  together  with 
their  numerous  branches  and  ad¬ 
juncts,  interlecl  the  country  of 
Bengal  in  fuch  a  variety  of  direc¬ 
tions,  as  to  form  the  molt  com- 
pleat  and  eafy  inland  navigation 
that  can  be  conceived.  So  equally 
and  admirably  diifufed  are  thole 
D  4  natural 
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natural  canals,  over  a  country 
that  approaches  nearly  to  a  perfedt 
plane,  that,  after  excepting  the 
lands  contiguous  to  Burdwan, 
Birboom,  See.  (which  all  together 
do  not  conditute  a  fixth  part  of 
Bengal)  we  may  fairly  pronounce, 
that  every  other  part  of  the  coun¬ 
try  has,  even  in  the  dry  feafon, 
feme  navigable  dream  within  25 
jsiiles  at  farthed,  and  more  com¬ 
monly  within  a  third  part  of  that 
didance. 

'  It  is  fuppofed,  that  this  inland 
navigation  gives  condant  employ¬ 
ment  to  30,000  boatmen.  Nor 
will  it  be  wondered  at,  when  it  is 
known,  that  all  the  fait,  and  a 
large  proportion  of  the  food  con- 
fumed  by  ten  millions  of  people, 
are  conveyed  by  water  within  the 
kingdom  of  Bengal  and  its  depen¬ 
dencies.  To  tbefe  mud  be  added, 
the  tranfport  of  the  commercial 
exports  and  imports,  probably  to 
the  amount  of  two  millions  der- 
ling  per  annum ;  the  interchange 
of  manufa&ures  and  products 
throughout  the  whole  country  5 
the  fidieries ;  and  the  article  of 
travelling. 

Thefe  rivers,  which  a  late  inge- 
nious  gentleman  aptly  termed 
lifters  and  rivals  (he  might  have 
laid  twin  fiders,  from  the  conti¬ 
guity  of  their  fprings),  exadlly  re¬ 
ferable  each  other  in  length  of 
courfe ;  in  bulk,  until  they  ap¬ 
proach  the  fea  ;  in  the  fmoothnefs 
and  colour  of  their  waters  ;  in  the 
appearance  of  their  borders  and 
Idands  ;  and,  finally,  in  the 
height  to  which  their  hoods  rife 
with  the  periodical  rains.  Of 
the  two,  the  Burrampooter  is  the 
larged  ;  but  the  difference  is  not 
obvious  to  the  eye.  They  are 
now  well  known  tq  derive  their 


fources  from  the  vad  mountains  of 
Thibet;  from  whence  they  pro¬ 
ceed  in  oppofite  dire&ions  ;  the 
Ganges  feeking  the  plains  of  Hin- 
doodan  (or  Indodan)  by  the  wed; 
and  the  Burrampooter  by  the 

ead ;  both  purfuing  the  early 
part  of  their  courfe  through  rug¬ 
ged  vallies  and  defiles,  and  feldorn 
vifning  the  habitations  of  men. 
The  Ganges,  after  wandering 
about  730  miles  through  thefe 
mountainous  regions,  ifTues  forth 
a  deity  to  the  fuperditious,  yet 
gladdened,  inhabitant  of  Hin¬ 
doo  dan.  From  Hurd  war  (or 

Hurdoar)  in  latitude  30°,  where 
it  gufhes  through  an  opening  in 
the  mountains,  it  flows  with  a 
fmooth  navigable  dream  through 
delightful  plains  during  the  re¬ 

mainder  of  its  courfe  to  the  fea 
(which  is  about  1350  miles)  dif- 
fufing  plenty  immediately  by 
means  of  its  living  productions; 
and  fecondarily  by  enriching  the 
adjacent  lands,  and  affording  an 
eafy  means  of  tranfport  for  the 
productions  of  its  borders.  In  a 
military  view,  it  opens  a  commu¬ 
nication  between  the  different 
pods,  and  ferves  in  the  capacity 

of  a  military  way  through  the 
country ;  renders  unneceffary  the 
forming  of  magazines;  and  infi¬ 
nitely  furpaffes  the  celebrated  in¬ 
land  navigation  of  North  Ameri¬ 
ca,  where  the  carrying  places  not 
only  obftrudl  the  progrefs  of  an. 
army,  but  enable  the  adverfary  to 
determine  his  place  and  mode  of 
attack  with  certainty. 

In  its  courfe  through  the  plains, 
it  receives  eleven  rivers,  fome  of 
which  are  equal  to  the  Rhine,  and 
none  fmatler  than  the  Thames, 
befides  as  many  others  of  leffer 
note.  It  is  owing  to  this  vad  in¬ 
flux 
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flux  of  ftreams,  that  the  Ganges 
exceeds  the  Nile  fo  greatly  in  point 
of  magnitude,  whilft  the  latter  ex¬ 
ceeds  it  in  length  of  courfe  by  one- 
third.  Indeed  the  Ganges  is  in¬ 
ferior  in  this  laft  refped  ro  many 
of  the  northern  rivers  of  Afia  ; 
though  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
it  difcharges  as  much  or  more 
water  than  any  of  them,  becaufe 
thofe  rivers  do  not  lie  within  the 
limits  of  the  periodical  rains. 

The  bed  of  the  Ganges  is,  as 
may  be  fuppofed,  very  unequal  in 
point  of  width.  From  its  fir  It  ar¬ 
rival  in  the  plains  at  Hurdvvar,  to 
the  conflux  of  the  Jumnah  (the 
fir  ft  river  of  note  that  joins  it)  its 
bed  is  generally  from  a  mile  to  a 
mile  and  a  quarter  wide;  and,  com¬ 
pared  with  the  latter  part  of  its 
courfe,  tolerably  ftraight.  From 
hence,  downward,  its  courfe  be¬ 
comes  more  winding,  and  its  bed 
confequently  wider,  till,  having 
alternately  received  the  waters  of 
the  Gogra,  Soane,  and  Gunduck, 
befides  many  fmaller  ftreams,  its 
bed  has  attained  its  full  width  ; 
although,  during  the  remaining 
600  miles  of  its  courfe  it  receives 
many  other  principal  ftreams. 
Within  this  fpace  it  is,  in  the  nar¬ 
rowed  parts  of  its  bed,  half  a 
mile  wide,  and  in  the  wideft,  three 
miles  ;  and  that,  in  places  where 
no  iflands  intervene.  The  ftream 
within  this  bed  is  always  either 
increafing  or  decreaflng,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  feafon.  When  at  its 
lowed  (which  happens  in  April) 
the  principal  channel  varies  from 
400  yards  to  a  mile  and  a  quarter; 
but  is  commonly  about  three  quar¬ 
ters  of  a  mile. 

The  Ganges  is  fordable  in  fome 
places  above  the  conflux  of  the 
jumnah,  but  the  navigation  is 


never  interrupted*  Below  that, 
the  channel  is  of  confiderable 
depth,  for  the  additional  ftreams 
bring  a  greater  acceflion  of  dep  h 
than  width.  At  500  miles  from 
the  fea,  the  channel  is  thirty  feec 
deep  when  the  river  is  at  its  low- 
eft  ;  and  it  continues  at  leaft  this 
depth  to  the  fea,  where  the  fudden 
cxpanfion  of  the  ftream  deprives  it 
of  the  force  neceiTary  to  fweep  a- 
way  the  bars  of  fand  and  mud 
thrown  acrofs  it  by  the  ftrong 
foutherly  winds  ;  fo  that  the  prin¬ 
cipal  branch  of  the  Ganges  cannot 
be  entered  by  large  veffels. 

About  220  miles  from  the  fea 
(but  300  reckoning  the  windings 
of  the  river)  commences  the  head 
of  the  Delta  of  the  Ganges,  which 
is  confiderably  more  than  twice  the 
area  of  that  of  the  Nile.  The  two 
wefternmoft  branches,  named  the 
Coflimbuzar  and  jellinghy  rivers, 
unite  and  form  what  is  afterwards 
named  the  Hoogly  River,  which 
is  the  port  of  Calcutta,  and  the 
only  branch  of  the  Ganges  that 
is  commonly  navigated  by  fhips. 
The  Coflimbuzar  River  is  aim  oft 
dry  ftom  October  to  May;  and 
the  Jellinghy  River  (although  a 
ftream  runs  in  it  the  whole  year) 
is  in  fome  years  unnavigable  du¬ 
ring  two  or  three  of  the  dryeft 
months  ;  fo  that  the  only  fubordi- 
nate  branch  of  the  Ganges  that 
is  at  all  times  navigable,  is  the 
Chundah  River,  which  feparates 
at  Moddapour,  and  terminates  in 
the  Hooringotta. 

That  part  of  the  Delta  border¬ 
ing  on  the  fea,  is  compofed  of  a 
labyrinth  of  rivers  and  creeks,  all 
of  which  are  fait,  except  thofe 
that  immediately  communicate 
with  the  principal  arm  of  the 
Ganges.  This  trad,  known  by 

the 
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the  name  of  the  Woods,  or  Sunder- 
bunds,  is  in  extent  equal  to  the 
principality  of  Wales  ;  and  is  fo 
completely  enveloped  in  woods, 
snd  infelied  with  tygers,  that  if 
any  attempts  have  ever  been  made 
to  clear  it  (as  is  reported)  they 
have  hitherto  mifcarried.  Its  nu¬ 
merous  canals  are  fo  difpofed  as  to 
form  a  compleat  inland  navigation 
throughout  and  acrofs  the  lower 
part  of  the  Delta,  without  either 
the  delay  of  going  round  the  head 
of  it,  or  the  hazard  of  putting  to 
fea.  Here  fait,  in  quantities  equal 
to  the  whole  confumption  of  Ben¬ 
gal  and  its  dependencies,  is  made 
and  tranfported  with  equal  .facili¬ 
ty  •  and  here  alfo  is  found  an  in- 
exhaultible  fiore  of  timber  for 
boat-building*  The  breadth  of 
the  lower  part  of  this  Delta  is  up¬ 
wards  of  180  miles;  to  which,  if 
we  add  that  of  the  two  branches 
of  the  river  that  bound  it,  we  (hall 
have  about  200  miles  for  the  dif- 
tance  to  which  the  Ganges  expands 
its  branches  at  its  junction  with 
the  fea. 

It  has  been  obferved  before, 
that  the  courfe  of  this  river,  from 
Hurdwar  to  the  fea,  is  through  an 
uniform  plain,  or,  at  lead,  what 
appears  fuch  to  the  eye  :  for  the 
declivity  is  much  too  final!  to  be 
perceptible.  A  fedion  of  the 
ground,  parallel  to  one  of  its 
branches,  in  length  60  miles,  was 
taken  by  order  of  Mr.  Hafiings  ; 
and  it  was  found  to  have  about 
nine  inches  defcent  in  each  mile, 
reckoning  in  a  firaight  line,  and 
allowance  being  made  for  the  cur¬ 
vature  of  the  earth.  But  the  wind¬ 
ings  of  the  river  were  fo  great, 
as  to  reduce  the  declivity  on  which 
the  water  ran,  to  Jefs  than  four 
inches  per  mile  ;  and  by  a  compa- 
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n fon  of  the  velocity  of  the  dream 
at  the  place  of  experiment  with 
that  in  other  piaces,  I  have  no  rea- 
fon  to  fuppofe,  that  its  general  de¬ 
fcent  exceeds  it. 

*1  he  medium  rate  of  motion  of 
the  Ganges  is  lefs  than  three  miles 
an  hour  in  the  dry  months.  In. 
the  wet  leafon,  and  dunncr  the 
draining  off  of  the  waters  from  the 
inundated  lands,  the  current  runs 
from  five  to  fix  miles  an  hour;  but 
t.iere  are  infiances  of  its  running 
feven,  and  even  eight  miles,  in 
particular  fituations,  and  under 
cej  tain  circum fian ces.  I  have  an 
experiment  or  my  own  on  record, 
in  which  my  boat  was  carried  c6 
miles  in  eight  hours,  and  that 
againil  fo  ftrong  a  wind,  that  the 
boat  had  evidently  no  progrefiive 
motion  through  the  water. 

Vf  hen  we  confider,  that  the  ve¬ 
locity  of  the  fiream  is  three  miles 
in  one  ieafon,  and  five  or  more  in 
the  other,  on  the  fame  defcent  of 
four  inches  per  mile;  and,  that  the 
motion  of  the  inundation  is  only 
half  a  mile  per  hour,  on  a 
much  greater  defcent  ;  no  further 
proof  is  required  how  fimall  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  velocity  is,  that  the  de- 
icent  communicates.  Jt  is  then, 
to  the  impetus  originating  at  the 
fpiing  head,  or  at  the  place  where 
adventitious  waters  are  poured  in, 
and  iuccefiively  communicated  to 
every  part  of  the  fiream,  that  we 
are  principally  to  attribute  the  ve¬ 
locity,  which  is  greater  or  JefTer, 
according  to  the  quantity  of  water 
poured  in. 

In  common,  there  is  found  on 
one  fide  of  the  river  an  almoft  per¬ 
pendicular  bank,  more  or  lefs  ele¬ 
vated  above  the  fiream,  according 
to  the  feafon,  and  with  deep  water 
near  it ;  and  on  the  oppofite  fide  a 
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bank,  (helving  away  To  gradually 
as  to  occafion  (hallow  water  at 
(bme  diftance  from  the  margin. 
This  is  more  particularly  the  cafe 
in  the  moll  winding  parts  of  the 
river,  becaufe  the  very  operation 
of  winding  produces  the  fteep  and 
(helving  banks :  for  the  current  is 
always  ftrongeft  on  the  external 
fide  of  the  curve  formed  by  the 
ferpentine  courfe  of  the  river ; 
and  its  continual  adlion  on  the 
banks  either  undermine^  them,  or 
wafhes  them  down.  In  places 
where  the  current  is  remarkably 
rapid,  or  the  foil  uncommonly 
loofe,  fuch  trails  of  land  are  fwept 
away  in  the  courfe  of  one  feafon, 
as  would  altonifh  thofe  who  have 
not  been  eye-witnefifes  to  the  mag¬ 
nitude  and  force  of  the  mighty 
dreams  occafioned  by  the  periodi¬ 
cal  rains  of  the  tropical  regions. 
This  neceffarily  produces  a  gra¬ 
dual  change  in  the  courfe  of  the 
river;  what  is  left  on  one  fide  be¬ 
ing  gained  on  the  other,  by  the 
mere  operation  of  the  llream  :  for 
the  fallen  pieces  of  the  bank  dif- 
folve  quickly  into  muddy  fand, 
which  is  hurried  away  by  the  cur¬ 
rent  along  the  border  of  the  chan¬ 
nel  to  the  point  from  whence  the 
river  turns  off  to  form  the  next 
reach,  where  the  ftream  growing 
weak,  it  finds  a  refting  place,  and 
helps  to  form  a  (helving  bank, 
which  commences  at  the  point, 
and  extends  downwards,  along  the 
fide  of  the  fucceeding  reach. 

To  account  for  the  flacknefs  of 
the  current  at  the  point,  it  is  ne- 
ceffary  to  obferve,  that  the  ftrong- 
eft  part  of  it,  inftead  of  turning 
fhort  round  the  point,  preferves 
for  fome  time  the  direction  given 
it  by  the  lall  fteep  bank,  and  is 
accordingly  thrown  obliquely  acrofs 
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the  bed  of  the  river  to  the  bay  oa 
the  oppofite  fide,  and  purfues  its 
courfe  along  it,  till  the  interven¬ 
tion  of  another  point  again  obliges 
it  to  change  fides. 

In  thofe  few  parts  of  the  river 
that  are  ftraight,  the  banks  un¬ 
dergo  the  leaft  alteration,  as  the 
current  runs  parallel  to  them  ; 
but  the  leaft  inflection  of  cdurfe 
has  the  effedl  of  throwing  the  cur¬ 
rent  againft  the  bank  ;  and  if  this 
happens  in  a  part  where  the  foil 
is  compofed  of  loofe  fand,  it  pro¬ 
duces  in  time  a  ferpentine  wind- 
ing. 

It  is  evident,  that  the  repeated 
additions  made  to  the  fhelving 
bank  before  mentioned,  become 
in  time  an  encroachment  on  the 
channel  of  the  river  ;  and  this  is 
again  counter- balanced  by  the  de¬ 
predations  made  on  the  oppofite 
fteep  bank,  the  fragments  of  which 
either  bring  about  a  repetition  of 
the  circumftances  above  recited, 
or  form  a  bank  or  (hallow  in  the 
midft  of  the  channel.  Thus  a 
fteep  and  a  fhelving  bank  are  al¬ 
ternately  formed  in  the  crooked 
parts  of  the  river  (the  fteep  one 
being  the  indented  fide,  and  the 
fhelving  one  the  projedling)  ;  and 
thus,  a  continual  fiuduation  of 
courfe  is  induced  in  ail  the  wind¬ 
ing  parts  of  the  river;  each  me¬ 
ander  having  a  perpetual  tenden¬ 
cy  to  deviate  more  and  more  from 
the  line  of  the  general  courfe  of 
the  river,  by  eating  deeper  into  the 
bays,  and  at  the  fame  time  adding 
to  the  points,  till  either  the  oppo¬ 
fite  bays  meet,  or  the  ftream  breaks 
through  the  narrow  ifthmus,  and 
reftores  a  temporary  ftraightnefs  to 
the  channel. 

Several  of  the  windings  of  the 
Ganges  and  its  branches  are  faft 
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approaching  to  this  Bate  ;  and  in 
others,  it  adualfy  exiBs  at  prefent. 
The  experience  of  thefe  changes 
ihould  operate  againft  attempting 
canals  of  any  length,  in  the  higher 
parts  of  the  country  ;  and  I  much 
doubt,  if  any  in  the  lower  parts 
would  long  continue  navigable. 
During  eleven  years  of  my  refi- 
dence  in  Bengal,  the  outlet  or 
head  of  the  jeilinghy  River  was 
gradually  removed  three  quarters 
of  a  mile  farther  down  :  and  by 
two  furveys  of  a  part  of  the  adja¬ 
cent  bank  of  the  Ganges,  taken 
about  the  difiance  of  nine  years 
from  each  other,  it  appeared  that 
the  breadth  of  an  Bnglifh  mile 
and  a  half  had  been  taken  away. 
This  is,  however,  the  moil  rapid 
change  that  I  have  noticed ;  a 
mile  in  ten  or  twelve  years  being 
the  ufual  rate  of  incroachmenc,  in 
places  where  the  current  ilrikes 
with  the  greateft  force,  namely, 
where  two  adjoining  reaches  ap¬ 
proach  nearett  to  a  right  angle. 
In  fuch  fituations  it  not  unfre- 
quently  excavates  gulfs  of  con- 
fiderable  length  within  the  bank. 
Thefe  gulfs  are  in  the  direction  of 
the  ftrongeft  parts  of  the  liream  ; 
and  are,  in  fadt,  the  young  J 'boots 
(if  I  may  fo  exprefs  myfelf)  which 
in  time  iirike  out  and  become 
branches  of  the  river;  for  we  ge¬ 
nerally  find  them  at  thofe  turnings 
that  have  the  fmallefl:  angles. 

Two  caufes,  widely  different 
from  each  other,  occafion  the  me¬ 
andering  courfes  of  rivers;  the 
one,  the  irregularity  of  the  ground 
through  which  they  run,  which 
obliges  them  to  wander  in  quell  of 
a  declivity  ;  the  other,  the  loofe- 
nefs  of  the  foil,  which  yields  to 
rfie  friction  of  the  border  of  the 
Bream.  The  meanders  in  the  firft 


cafe,  are,  of  courfe,  as  digreflive 
and  irregular  as  the  furfacs  they 
are  projedied  on  :  but,  in  the  lat¬ 
ter,  they  are  fo  far  reducible 
rule,  that  rivers  of  unequal  bulk 
will,  under  fimilar  circumftances, 
take  a  circuic  to  wind  in,  whofe 
extent  is  in  proportion  to  their  re- 
fpedtive  breadths  :  for  I  have  oh- 
ferved,  that  when  a  branch  of  the 
Ganges  is  fallen  fo  low  as  to  oc- 

O 

copy  only  a  part  of  its  bed,  it  no 
longer  continues  in  the  line  of  its 
old  courfe  ;  but  works  itfeif  a  new 
channel,  which  winds  from  fide 
to  fide  acrofs  the  former  one.  X 
have  obferved  too,  that  in  two 
Breams,  of  equal  fize,  that  which 
has  the  flowed:  current  has  alfo 
thefmalleft  windings:  for  as  thefe 
(in  the  prefent  cafe)  are  folely 
owing  to  the  depredations  made 
on  the  banks  by  the  force  of  the 
current ;  fo  the  extent  of  thefe 
depredations,  or,  in  other  words, 
the  dimenfio'ns  of  the  windings, 
will  be  determined  by  the  degree 
of  force  adting  on  the  banks. 

The  windings  of  the  Ganges  in 
the  plains,  are,  doubtlefs,  owing 
to  the  loofenefs  of  the  foil :  and 
(i  think)  the  proof  of  it  is,  that 
they  are  perpetually  changing; 
which  thofe,  originally  induced 
by  an  inequality  of  fuaface,  can 
feldom,  or  never  do. 

I  can  eafily  fuppofe,  that  if  the 
Ganges  was  turned  into  a  ftraight 
canal,  cut  through  the  ground  it 
now  traverfes  in  the  moll  winding 
parts  of  its  courfe,  its  Braightnefs 
would  be  of  fhon  duration.  Some 
yielding  part  of  the  bank,  or  that 
which  happened  to  be  the  molt 
ftrongly  adted  on,  would  firft  be 
corroded  or  diffolved  :  thus  a  bay 
or  cavity  would  be  formed  in  the 
fide  of  the  bank.  This  begets  aa 
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inflection  of  the  current,  which, 
falling  obliquely  on  the  fide  of  the 
bay,  corrodes  it  inceftantly.  When 
the  current  has  palled  the  inner- 
molt  part  of  the  bay,  it  receives  a 
new  direction,  and  is  thrown  ob¬ 
liquely  towards  the  oppofite  fide 
of  the  canal,  depofiting  in  its  way 
the  matter  excavated  from  the 
bay,  and  which  begins  to  form  a 
fhallow  or  bank  contiguous  to  the 
border  of  the  canal.  Here  then 
is  the  origin  of  fuch  windings  as 
ewe  their  exiftence  to  the  nature 
of  the  foil.  The  bay,  fo  corroded, 
in  time  becomes  large  enough  to 
give  a  new  direction  to  the  body  ot 
the  canal  :  and  the  matter  exca¬ 
vated  from  the  bay  is  fo  difpoled 
as  to  aflift  in  throwing  the  current 
againft  the  oppofite  bank,  where 
a  procefs,  fimilar  to  that  I  have 
been  deferibing,  will  be  begun. 

The  aCtion  of  the  current  on  the 
bank  will  alfo  have  the  efFeCt  of 
deepening  the  border  of  the  chan¬ 
nel  near  it  ;  and  this  again  in- 
creafes  the  velocity  of  the  current 
in  that  part.  Thus  would  the 
canal  gradually  take  a  new  form, 

"  till  it  became  what  the  river  now 
is.  Even  when  the  windings  have 
leflened  the  defeent  one  half,  we 
fill  find  the  current  too  powerful 
for  the  banks  to  withftand  it. 

There  are  not  wanting  inftances 
of  a  total  change  of  courfe  in  fome 
of  the  Bengal  rivers.  1  he  Cofa 
River  (equal  to  the  Rhine)  once 
ran  by  Purneah,  and  joined  the 
Ganges  oppofite  Rajemal.  Its 
junClion  is  now  45  miles  higher 
up.  Gour,  the  ancient  capital  of 
Bengal,  flood  on  the  banks  of  the 
Ganges. 

Appearances  favour  very  flrong- 
iy  the  opinion,  that  the  Ganges 
had  its  former  bed  in  the  trsCt  new 
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occupied  by  the  lakes  and  moral- 
fes,  between  Nattore  and  Jaftier- 
gunge,  ftriking  out  of  its  prelent 
courfe  at  Bauleah,  and  palling  by 
Pootyah.  With  an  equal  degree 
of  probability  (favoured  by  tra¬ 
dition)  we  may  trace  its  fuppofed 
courfe  by  Dacca,  to  a  junction, 
with  the  Burrampoocer  or  Megna 
near  Fringvbazar  ;  where  the  ac¬ 
cumulation  of  two  fuch  mighty 
Urea  ms  probably  (cooped  out  the 
prefent  amazing  bed  of  the 
Megna, 

Jn  tracing  the  fea  coaft  of  the 
Delta,  we  find  no  iefs  than  eight 
openings  ;  each  of  which,  without 
helitation,  one  pronounces  to  have 
been  in  its  time  the  principal 
mouth  of  the  Ganges.  Nor  is  the 
occafional  deviation  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  branch,  probably,  the  only 
caufe  of  fluctuation  in  the  dimen- 
fions  of  the  Delta.  One  obferves, 
that  the  Deltas  of  capital  rivers 
(the  tropical  ones  particularly) 
encroach  upon  the  fea.  Now,  is 
not  this  owing  to  the  mud  and 
land  brought  down  by  the  rivers, 
and  gradually  deposited,  from  the 
remoteft  ages  down  to  the  prefent 
time  ?  The  rivers,  we  know,  are 
loaded  with  mud  and  fand  at  their 
entrance  into  the  fea  ;  and  we  alfo 
know,  that  the  fea  recovers  its 
tranfparency  at  the  diflance  of 
twenty  leagues  from  the  coaft  ; 
which  can  only  arife  from  the  wa¬ 
ters  having;  precipitated  their 
earthy  particles  within  that  (pace. 
The  fand  and  nuid  banks  at  thi3 
time,  extend  twenty  miles  off  fome 
of  the  i (lands  in  the  mouths  of  the 
Ganges  and  Burrampooter  ;  and, 
in  many  places  rife  within  a  few 
feet  of  the  furface.  Some  future 
generation  will  probably  fee  thefe 
banks  rile  above  water,  and  fuq- 
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seeding  one3  po fiefs  and  culti¬ 
vate  them  !  Next  to  earthquakes, 
perhaps  the  floods  of  the  tropical 
rivers  produce  the  quickeft  altera¬ 
tions  in  the  face  of  our  globe. 
Extenftve  iflands  are  formed  in  the 
channel  of  the  Ganges,  during  a 
period  far  fhort  of  that  of  a  man’s 
life  |  fo  that  the  whole  procefs 
lies  within  the  compafs  of  his  ob- 
fervation.  home  of  thefe  iflands, 
four  or  live  miles  in  extent,  are 
formed  at  the  angular  turnings  of 
the  river,  and  were  originally  large 
land  banks  thrown  up  round  the 
points  (in  the  manner  before  de- 
icribed)  but  afterwards  infulated 
by  breaches  of  the  river.  Others 
are  formed  in  the  ftraight  parts  of 
the  river,  and  in  the  middle  of  the 
ftream  ;  and  owe  their  origin  to 
fome  obftrudion  lurking  at  the 
bottom.  Whether  this  be  the 
fragments  of  the  river  bank ;  a 
large  tree  fwept  down  from  it ;  or 
a  funken  boat ;  it  is  fufficient  for 
a  foundation  :  and  a  heap  of  fand 
is  quickly  colle&ed  below  it. 
This  accumulates  amazingly  fall  ; 
in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years  it 
peeps  above  water,  and  having 
now  ufurped  a  conflderable  portion 
of  the  channel,  the  river  borrows 
on  each  flde  to  fupply  the  deficien¬ 
cy  in  its  bed  ;  and  in  fuch  parts  of 
the  river  we  always  And  Aeep 
banks  on  both  tides.  Each  perio¬ 
dical  flood  brings  an  addition  of 
matter  to  this  growing  ifland ;  in- 
creafmg  it  in  height  as  well  as  ex- 
tenflon,  until  its  top  is  perfectly 
on  a  level  with  the  banks  that  in¬ 
clude  it  :  and  at  that  period  of  its 
growth  it  has  mould  enough  on  it 
for  the  purpofes  of  cultivation, 
which  is  owing  to  the  mud  left  on 
it  when  the  waters  fubflde,  and  is 
indeed  a  part  of  the  economy 
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which  nature  obferves  in  fertiliz¬ 
ing  the  lands  in  general, 

WhilA  the  river  is  forming  new 
iflands  in  one  part,  it  is  fweeping 
away  old  ones  in  other  parts.  In 
the  progrefs  of  this  deftru&ive 
operation,  we  have  opportunities 
of  obferving,  by  means  of  the  lec¬ 
tions  of  the  falling  bank,  the  re¬ 
gular  diltribu tion  of  the  feveral 
iirata  of  fand  and  earths,  lying 
above  one  another  in  the  order  in 
which  they  decreafe  in  gravity. 
As  they  can  only  owe  this  difpofi- 
tion  to  the  agency  of  the  flream 
that  depoiited  them,  it  would  ap- 
pear,  that  thefe  fubllances  are 
lufpended  at  different  heights  in 
the  Itrearn,  according  to  their  re- 
fpe&ive  gravities.  We  never  And 
a  ftratum  of  earth  under  one  of 
fand  ;  for  the  muddy  particles 
float  neareft  the  furface.  I  have 
counted  feven  diftind  ftrata  in  a 
fedion  of  one  of  thefe  iflands.  In¬ 
deed,  not  only  the  iflands,  but 
moft  of  the  river  banks  wear  the 
fame  appearance  :  for  as  the  river 
is  always  changing  its  prefent  bed, 
and  ve.^ging  towards  the  Ate  of 
fome  former  one  now  obliterated, 
this  muff  neceffarily  be  the  cafe. 

As  a  Arong  p  re  fu  motive  proof 
of  the  wandering  of  the  Ganges 
from  the  one  fide  of  the  Delta  to 
the  other,  I  muft  obferve,  that 
there  is  no  appearance  of  'virgin 
earth  between  the  Tiperah  hills 
on  the  eaft,  and  the  province  of 
Burdwan  on  the  weft;  nor  on  the 
north  till  we  arrive  at  Dacca  and 
Bauleah.  In  all  the  fedions  of 
the  numerous  creeks  and  rivers  in 
the  Delta,  nothing  appears  but 
fand  and  black  mould  in  regular 
ftrata,  till  we  arrive  at  the  clay  that 
forms  the  lower  part  of  their  beds. 
There  is  not  any  fubilance  fo  coarfe 
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as  gravel  either  in  the  Delta  or 
nearer  the  Tea  than  400  miles, 
where  a  rocky  point,  a  part  of  the 
bafe  of  the'  neighbouring  hills, 
projects  into  the  river  :  but  out  of 
the  vicinity  of  the  great  rivers  the 
foil  is  either  red,  yellow,  or  of  a 
deep  brown. 

I  come  now  to  the  particulars  of 
the  annual  fwelling  and  overflow¬ 
ing  of  the  Ganges. 

It  appears  to  owe  its  increafe  as 
much  to  the  rain  »vater  that  falls 
in  the  mountains  contiguous  to  its 
fource,  and  to  the  fcurces  of  the 
great  northern  rivers  that  fall  into 
it,  as  to  that  which  falls  in  the 
plains  of  Hindoodan  ;  for  it  rifes 

fifteen  feet  and  a  half  out  of  thirty- 
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two  (the  fum  total  of  its  rifmg) 
by  the  latter  end  of  June:  and  it 
is  well  known,  that  the  rainy  fea- 
fon  does  not  begin  in  mod  of  the 
flat  countries  till  about  that  time. 
In  the  mountains  it  begins  early 
in  April;  and  by  the  latter  end  of 
that  month,  when  the  rain-water 
has  reached  Bengal,  the  rivers  be¬ 
gin  to  rife,  but  by  very  flow  de¬ 
grees  ;  for  the  increafe  is  only 
about  an  inch  per  day  for  the  firft 
fortnight.  It  then  gradually  aug¬ 
ments  to  two  and  three  inches  be¬ 
fore  any  quantity  of  rain  falls  in 
the  flat  countries  ;  and  when  the 
rain  becomes  general,  the  increafe 
on  a  medium  is  five  inches  per  day. 
By  the  latter  end  of  July  all  the 
lower  parts  of  Bengal,  contiguous 
to  the  Ganges  and  Burrampooter, 
are  overflowed,  and  form  an  inun¬ 
dation  of  more  than  a  hundred 
miles  in  width  ;  nothing  appear¬ 
ing  but  villages  and  trees,  except¬ 
ing  very  rarely  the  top  of  an  ele¬ 
vated  fpot  (the  artificial  mound  of 
fome  deferted  village)  appearing 
like  an  ifland. 
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The  inundations  in  Bengal  dif¬ 
fer  from  thole  in  Egypt  in  thi? 
particular,  that  the  Nile  owes  its 
floods  entirely  to  the  rain-water 
that  falls  in  the  mountains  near 
its  fource;  but  the  inundations  in 
Bengal  are  as  much  occafioned  by 
the  rain  that  tails  there,  as  by  the 
waters  of  the  Ganges  ;  and  as  a 
proof  of  it,  the  lands  in  general 
are  overflowed  to  a  confiderable 
height  long  before  the  bed  of  the 
river  is  filled.  It  mu  if:  be  remark¬ 
ed,  that  the  ground  adjacent  to  the  ' 
river  bank,  to  the  extent  of  fome 
miles,  is  coniiderably  higher  than 
the  reft  of  the  country,  and  ferves 
to  feparatc  the  waters  of  the  inun¬ 
dation  from  thofe  of  the  river  until 
it  overflows.  This  high  ground  is 
in  fome  feafons  covered  a  foot  or 
more  ;  but  the  height  of  the  inun¬ 
dation  within,  varies,  of  courfe, 
according  to  the  irregularities  of 
the  ground,  and  is  in  fome  places 
twelve  feet. 

Even  when  the  inundation  be¬ 
comes  general,  the  river  flill  fhews 
itfeif,  as  well  by  the  grafs  and 
reeds  on  its  banks,  as  by  its  rapid 
and  muddy  dream  ;  for  the  water 
of  the  inundation  acquires  a  black¬ 
ish  hue,  by  having  been  fo  long 
dagnant  amongd  grafs  and  other 
vegetables :  nor  does  it  ever  lofe 
this  tinge,  which  is  a  proof  of  the 
predominancy  of  the  rain  water 
over  that  of  the  river;  as  the  flow 
rate  of  motion  of  the  inundation 
(which  does  not  exceed  half  a  mile 
per  hour)  is  of  the  remarkable  flat- 
nefs  of  the  country. 

There  are  particular  traCts  of 
land,  which,  from  the  nature  of 
their  culture,  and  fpecies  of  pro¬ 
ductions,  require  lefs  moidure 
than  others ;  and  yet,  by  the  low- 
nefs  of  their  fuuation,  would  re¬ 
main 
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main  too  long  in  undated  ,  were 
they  not  guarded  by  dikes  Or 
dams,  from  fo  copious  an  inunda¬ 
tion  as  would  otherwife  happen 
from  the  great  elevation  of  the 
furface  of  the  river  above  them, 
Thefe  dikes  are  kept  up  at  an 
enormous  expence;  and  yet  do  not 
always  fucceed,  for  wane  of  tena¬ 
city  in  the  foil  of  which  they  are 
Cbmpofed. 

During  the  fwoln  flate  of  the 
river,  the  tide  totally  lofes  its  effect 
of  counteracting  the  flream  ;  and 
in  a  great  meafure  that  of  ebbing 
and  flowing,  except  very  near  the 
fea.  It  is  not  uncommon  for  a 
ilrong  wind,  that  blows  up  the 
river  for  any  continuance,  to  fwell 
the  waters  two  feet  above  the  or¬ 
dinary  level  at  that  feafon  ;  and 
fueh  accidents  have  occasioned  the 
lofs  of  whole  crops  of  rice.  A 
very  tragical  event  happened  at 
Luckipour  in  1763,  by  a  ftrong 

fale  of  wind  confpiring  with  a 
igh  fpring  tide,  at  a  feafon  when 
the  periodical  flood  was  within  a 
foot  and  a  half  of  its  higheit  pitch. 
It  is  faid  that  the  waters  rofe  fix 
feet  above  the  ordinary  level. 
Certain  it  is,  that  the  inhabitants 
of  aconfiderable  diftridt,  with  their 
houfes  and  cattle,  were  totally 
fwept  away ;  and,  to  aggravate 
their  dsffrefs,  it  happened  in  a  part 
of  the  country  which  fcarce  pro¬ 
duces  a  fingle  tree  for  a  drowning 
man  to  efcape  to. 

Embarkations  of  every  kind 
traverfe  the  inundation  :  thofe 
bound  upwards,  availing  them¬ 
selves  of  a  direbl  courfe  and  ftill 
water,  at  a  feafon  when  every 
llream  rujfhes  like  a  torrent.  The 
wind  too,  which  at  this  feafon 
blows  regularly  from  the  fouth- 
eall,  favours  their  progrefs ;  info- 


much,  that  a  voyage,  which  takes 
up  nine  or  ten  days  by  the  courfe 
of  the  river  when  confined  within 
its  banks,  is  now'  effected  in  fix. 
Hufbandry  and  grazing  are  both 
fufpended  ;  and  the  peafant  tra- 
verfes  in  his  boat,  thofe  fields  which 
in  another  feafon  he  was  wont  to 
plow  ;  happy  that  the  elevated  fite 
of  the  river  banks  place  the  her¬ 
bage  they  contain,  within  his 
reach,  otherwife  his  cattle  muff 
peri  111.  3 

The  following  is  a  table  of  the 
gradual  increafe  of  the  Ganges, 
and  its  branches,  according  to 
obfervations  made  at  Jellinghy  and 
Dacca. 

At  jellinghy.  At  Dacca. 

Ft.  In.  Ft.  In. 
In  May  it  rofe  -6024 
June  ----9646 
July--  -  -126  5  6 

In  the  iff  half  of  Aug.  40  1  11 


32 


H  3 


Thefe  obfervations  were  made 
in  a  feafon,  when  the  waters  rofe 
rather  higher  than  ufual ;  fo  that 
we  may  take  31  feet  for  the  medi¬ 
um  of  the  increafe. 

The  inundation  is  nearly  at  a 
ffand  for  fome  days  preceding  the 
middle  .of  Auguff,  when  it  begins 
to  run  off ;  for  although  great 
quantities  of  rain  fall  in  the  flat 
countries  during  Auguff  and  Sep¬ 
tember,  yet,  by  a  partial  ceflation 
of  the  rains  in  the  mountains, 
there  happens  a  deficiency  in  the 
fupplies  neceffary  to  keep  up  the 
inundation.  The  quantity  of  the 
daily  decreafe  of  the  river  is  nearly 
in  the  following  proportion  :  du¬ 
ring  the  latter  half  of  Auguff,  and 
all  September,  from  three  to  four 
inches  5  from  September  to  the 

end 
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‘fend  of  November,  it  gradually 
lelTen9  from  *hree  inches  to  an 
inch  and  a  half ;  and  from  No¬ 
vember  to  the  latter  end  of  April, 
it  is  only  half  an  inch  per  day  at  a 
medium.  Thefe  proportions  muff 
be  underftood  to  relate  to  fuch 
parts  of  the  river  as  are  removed 
from  the  influence  of  the  tides  ; 
of  which  more  will  be  faid  by  and 
by.  The  decreafe  of  the  inunda¬ 
tion  does  not  always  keep  pace 
with  that  of  the  river,  by  reafon 
of  the  height  of ‘the  banks;  but 
after  the  beginning  of  Odto'oer, 
when  the  rain  has  nearly  ceafed, 
the  remainder  of  the  inundation 
goes  off  quickly  by  evaporation, 
leaving  the  lands  highly  manured, 
and  in  a  ftate  fit  to  receive  the 
feed,  after  the  fimple  operation  of 
plowing. 

There  is  a  circumlfance  attend¬ 
ing  the'  increafe  of  the  Ganges, 
and  which,  I  believe,  is  little 
known  or  attended  to ;  becaufe  few 
people  have  made  experiments  on 
the  heights  to  which  the  periodi¬ 
cal  flood  rifes  in  different  places. 
The  circumlfance  I  allude  to,  is, 
the  difference  of  the  quantity  of 
the  increafe  (as  'exprefled  in  the 
foregoing  table)  in  places  more  or 
lefs  remote  from  the  fea.  It  is  a 
faft,  confirmed  by  repeated  expe¬ 
riments,  that  from  about  the  place 
where  the  tide  commences,  to  the 
fea,  the  height  of  the  periodical 
increafe  diminifhes  gradually,  un¬ 
til  it  totally  difappears  at  the  point 
of  confluence.  Indeed,  this  is 
perfedfly  conformable  to  the  known 
Jaws  of  fluids :  the  ocean  preferves 
the  fame  level  at  all  feafons  (un¬ 
der  fimilar  circumllances  of  tide) 
and  neceffarily  influences  the  level 
of  all  the  waters  that  communicate 
with  it,  unlefs  precipitated  in  the 
Vql,  XXIV, 
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form  of  a  catarad.  Could  we  fup- 
pofe,  for  a  moment,  that  the  in- 
creafed  column  of  water,  of  31 
feet  perpendicular,  was  continued 
all  the  way  to  the  fea,  by  fome 
preternatural  agency  :  whenever 
that  agency  was  removed,  the 
head  of  the  column  would  diffufe 
itfelf  over  the  ocean,  and  the  re¬ 
maining  parts  would  follow,  from 
as  far  back  as  the  influence  of  the 
ocean  extended  ;  forming  a  Hope, 
whofe  perpendicular  height  would 
be  31  feet.  This  is  the  precife 
flate  in  which  we  find  it.  At  the 
point  of  jundion  with  the  fea,  the 
height  is  the  fame  in  both  feafons 
at  equal  times  of  the  tide.  At 
Luckipour  there  is  a  difference  of 
about  fix  feet  between  the  heights 
in  the  different  feafons ;  at  Dacca, 
and  places  adjacent,  14;  and  near 
Cuffee,  31  feet.  Here  then  is  a 
regular  Hope  ;  for  the  diftances 
between  the  places  bear  a  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  refpedive  heights. 
This  Hope  muff  add  to  the  rapidi¬ 
ty  of  the  flream  ;  for,  fuppofing 
the  defcent  to  have  been  originally 
four  inches  per  mile,  this  will  in¬ 
creafe  it  to  about  five  and  an 
half.  Cuftee  is  about  240  miles 
from  the  fea,  by  the  courfe  of  the 
river  ;  and  the  furface  of  the  river 
there,  during  the  dry  feafon,  is 
about  80  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  fea  at  high  water.  Thus  far 
does  the  ocean  manifeff  its  domi¬ 
nion  in  both  feafons  :  in  the  One 
by  the  ebbing  and  flowing  of  its 
tides  ;  and  in  the  other  by  de- 
preffmg  the  periodical  flood,  till 
the  furface  of  it  coincides  as  near¬ 
ly  with  its  own,  as  the  defcent  of 
the  channel  of  the  river  will 
admit. 

Similar  circumflances  take  place 
in  the  jellinghy,  Hoogly,  and 

£  Burram- 
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Burrampooter  Rivers ;  and,  I  fup-  am  the  whole  year  through,  k 
pofe,  in  all  others  that  are  fubjed  will  be  nearly  180,000  cubic  feel 
either  to  periodical  or  occafional  in  a  fecond. 
fwellings. 

Not  only  does  the  flood  dimi-  THE  Burrampooter,  which  has 
nilh  near  the  fea,  but  the  river  its  fource  from  the  oppofne  fide 
banks  diminish  in  the  fame  pro-  of  the  fame  mountains  that  give 
portion  ;  fo  that  in  the  dry  feafon  rife  to  the  Ganges,  firft  takes  it 
the  height  of  the  periodical  flood  courfe  eaftward  (or  dire&ly  oppo- 
may  be  known  by  that  of  the  fite  to  that  of  the  Ganges)  through 
kank.  the  country  of  Thibet,  where  it 

I  am  aware  of  an  objection  that  is  named  Sanpoo  or  Zanciu, 
may  be  made  to  the  above  foie-  which  bears  the  fame  interpreta¬ 
tion  ;  which  is,  that  the  lownefs  tion  as  the  Gonga  of  Hindooftan ; 
of  the  banks  in  places  near  the  namely,  the  River.  The.  courfe 
fea,  is  the  true  reafon  why  the  of  it  through  Thibet,  as  given  fey 
floods  do  not  attain  fo  coniiderable  Father  Du  Halde,  and  formed 
a  height,  as  in  places  farther  re-  into  a  map  by  M.  D’Anvifle, 
moved  from  it,  and  where  the  though  fufiiciently  exadl  for  the 
banks  are  high  ;  for  that  the  river,  parpofes  of  general  geography,  is 
wanting  a  bank  to  confine  it,  dif-  not  particular  enough  to  afcertain 
fafes  iifelf  over  the  furface  of  the  the  precife  length  of  its  courfe. 
country.  In  anfwer  to  this,  I  After  winding  with  a  rapid  cur- 
lhail  obferve,  that  it  is  proved  by  rent  through  Thibet,  it  walhes> 
experiment,  that  at  any  given  the  border  of  the  territory  of  Laffa 
time,  the  quantity  of  the  increafe  (in  which  is  the  residence  of  the 
in  different  places,  bears  a  juft  grand  Lama)  and  then  deviating 
proportion  to*  the  fum  total  of  the  from  an  eaft  to  a  fouth-eaft  courfe, 
Increafe  in  each  place  refpe&ively :  it  approaches  within  220  miles  of 
or,  in  other  words,  that  when  the  Yunan,  the  wefternmoft  province 
river  has  rifen  three  feet  at  Dacca,  of  China.  Here  it  appears,  as  if 
where  the  whole  rifing  is  about  14  undetermined  whether  to  attempt 
feet;  it  will  have  rilen  upwards  of  a  paflage  to  the  fea  by  the  Gulf 
fix  feet  and  a  half  at  Cuftee,  of  Siam,  or  by  that  of  Bengal  ; 
where  it  rifes  31  feet  in  all.  but  feemingly  determining  on  the 

The  quantity  of  water  difcharg-  latter,  it  turns  fuddenly  to  the 
ed  by  the  Ganges,  in  one  fecond  weft  through  Affam,  and  enters 
of  time,  during  the  dry  feafon,  is  Bengal  on  the  north-eaft.  I  have 
80,000  cubic  feet ;  but  in  the  not  been  able  to  learn  the  exadt 
place  where  the  experiment  was  place  where  it  changes  its  name.; 
made,  the  river,  when  full,  has  but  as  the  people  of  AfTam  call  it 
thrice  the  volume  of  water  in  it ;  Burrampoot,  it  would  appear, 
and  its  motion  is  alfo  accelerated  that  it  takes  this  name  on  its  enr 
in  the  proportion  of  5  to  3  ;  fo  tering  Affam.  After  its  entry  in¬ 
chat  the  quantity  difcharged  in  a  to  Bengal,  it  makes  a  circuit 
fecond  at  that  feafon  is  405,000  round  the  weftern  point  of  the 
<;ubic  feet.  If  we  take  the  medi-  Garrow  Mountains  ;  and  then, 

altering 
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altering  its  courfe  to  fouth,  it 
meets  the  Ganges  about  40  miles 
from  the  fea. 

Father  Du  Halde  expreffes  his 
doubts  concerning  the  courfe  that 
the  Sanpoo  takes  after  leaving 
Thibet,  and  only  fuppofes  gene¬ 
rally  that  it  falls  into  the  gulf  of 
Bengal.  M.  D’Anville,  his  geo¬ 
grapher,  with  great  reafon  fup- 
pofed  the  Sanpoo  and  Ava  River 
to  be  the  fame  :  and  in  this  he 
was  j uflified  by  the  information 
which  his  materials  afforded  him  : 
for  the  Burrampooter  was  repre- 
fented  to  him,  as  one  of  the  in¬ 
ferior  ftreams  that  contributed  its 
waters  to  the  Ganges,  and  not  as 
its  equal  or  fuperior  ;  and  this 
was  fufficient  to  direfl  his  refearch- 
es,  after  the  mouth  of  the  San¬ 
poo  River,  to  fome  other  quarter. 
The  Ava  River,  as  well  from  its 
bulk,  as  the  bent  of  its  courfe  for 
fome  hundred  miles  above  its 
mouth,  appeared  to  him  to  be  a 
continuation  of  the  river  in  ques¬ 
tion  :  and  it  was  accordingly  de- 
fcribed  as  fuch  in  his  maps,  the 
authority  of  which  was  juftly 
efteemed  as  decifive  ;  and,  till  the 
year  1765,  the  Burrampooter,  as 
a  capital  river,  was  unknown  in 
Europe. 

On  tracing  this  river  in  1765, 
I  was  no  lefs  furprized,  at  finding 
it  rather  larger  than  the  Ganges, 
than  at  its  courfe  previous  to  its 
entering  Bengal.  This  I  found 
to  be  from  the  eaft  ;  although  all 
the  former  accounts  reprefented  it 
as  from  the  north  :  and  this  unex¬ 
pected  difcovery  foon  led  to  enqui¬ 
ries,  which  furniihed  me  with  an 
account  of  its  general  courfe  to 
within  a  hundred  miles  of  the 
place  where  Du  Halde  left  the 
Sanpoo.  I  could  no  longer  doubt. 


51 

that  the  Burrampooter  and  Sanpoo 
were  one  and  the  fame  river :  and 
to  this  was  added  the  pofitivc  affu- 
rances  of  the  Affamers,  <e  That 
their  river  came  from  the  North- 
weft,  through  the  Bootan  moun¬ 
tains.”  And  to  place  it  beyond  a 
doubt,  that  the  Sanpoo  River  is 
not  the  fame  with  the  river  of 
Ava,  but  that  this  laft  is  the  great 
Nou  Kian  of  Yunan  ;  I  have  in 
my  poffeffion  a  manufcript  draught 
of  the  Ava  River,  to  within  150 
miles  of  the  place  where  Du 
Halde  leaves  the  Nou  Kian,  in 
its  courfe  towards  Ava ;  together 
with  very  authentic  information 
that  this  river  (named  Irabattey 
by  the  people  of  Ava)  is  navigable 
from  the  city  of  Ava  into  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Yunan  in  China. 

The  Burrampooter,  during  a 
courfe  of  400  miles  through  Ben¬ 
gal,  bears  fo  intimate  a  refemb- 
lance  to  the  Ganges,  except  in 
one  particular,  that  ©ne  defcrip- 
tion  may  ferve  for  both.  The 
exception  I  mean  is,  that,  during 
the  laft  60  miles  before  its  junction 
with  the  Ganges,  it  forms  a  ftream 
which  is  regularly  from  four  to 
five  miles  wide,  and  but  for  its 
frelhnefs  might  pafs  for  an  arm  of 
the  fea.  Common  defcription 
fails  in  an  attempt  to  convey  an 
adequate  idea  of  the  grandeur  of 
this  magnificent  objed  ;  for, 

— • — Scarce  the  mufe 

Dares  ftretch  her  wing  o’er  this  enormous 
mafs 

Of  rufhing  water  $  to  whofe  dread  expanfe. 
Continuous  depth,  and  wond’rous  length 
of  courfe, 

Our  floods  are  rills - - 

Thus  pouring  on,  it  proudly  feeks  the  deep, 
Whofe  vanquilh’d  tide,  recoiling  from  the 
fhock, 

Yields  to  this  liquid  weight. - 

Thomson’s  Seasons. 

E  z  I  have 
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I  have  already  endeavoured  to 
account  for  the  Angular  breadth 
of  the  Megna,  by  foppofing  that 
the  Ganges  once  joined  it  where 
the  Iffamutty  now  does;  and  that 
their  joint  waters  fee  oped  out  its 
prefect  bed.  The  prefent  junc¬ 
tion  of  thefe  two  mighty  rivers 
below  Luckipour,  produces  a  body 
of  running  frefii  water,  hardly  to 
be  equalled  In  the  old  hcmifph'ere,. 
and,  perhaps,  not  exceeded  in  the 
new.  It  now  forms  a  gulf  inter- 
fperfed  with  i hands,  feme  of  which 
rival,  in  fize  and  fertility,  our 
Kle  of  Wight.  The  water  at  or> 
dinary  times  is  hardly  brae ki ill  at 
the  extremities  of  thefe  i Hands  ; 
and,  in  the  rainy  feafon,  the  fea 
(or  at  leall  the  furface  of  it)  is 
perfectly  frefti  to  the  diftance  of 
many  leagues  out. 

The  Bore  (which  is  known  to 
be  a  fudden  and  abrupt  influx  of 
the  tide  into  a  river  or  narrow 
ilrait)  prevails  in  the  principal 
branches  of  the  Ganges,  and  in 
the  Megna  ;  but  the  Hoogly  Ri¬ 
ver,  and  the  pa  flag  es  between  the 
iflands  and  Hands  homed  in  the 
gulf,  formed  by  the  confluence  of 
the  Ganges  and  Megna,  are  more 
fubject  to  it  than  the  other  rivers. 
This  may  be  owing  partly,  to 
their  having  greater  embouchures, 
In  proportion  to  their  channels, 
than  the  others  have,  by  which 
means  a  larger  proportion  of  tide 
is  forced  through  a  pafiage  compa¬ 
ratively  fmailer ;  and  partly,  to 
there  being  no  capital  openings 
near  them,  to  draw  off  any  con  ft - 
derable  portion  of  the  accumula¬ 
ting  tide,  in  the  Hoogly  or  Cal¬ 
cutta  River,  the  Bore  commences 
at  Hoogly  point  (the  place  where 
the  river  firft  contracts  itfelf)  and 
Is  perceptible  above  Hoogly 


Town  ;  and  fo  quick  is  its  motion* 
that  it  hardly  employs  four  hours 
in  travelling  from  one  to  the  other, 
although  the  diftance  is  near  70 
failcb.  At  Calcutta,  it  fo  use  times 
occafions  an  inftantaneous  rife  of 
five  feet  :  and  both  here,  and  in 
every  other  part  of  its  track,  the 
boats,  on  its  approach,  immediate¬ 
ly  quit  the  fliore,  and  make  for 
fafety  to  the  middle  of  the  river. 

In  the  channels,  between  the 
iflands  in  the  mouth  of  the  Megna, 
Sec.  the  height  of  the  Bore  is  laid 
to  exceed  twelve  feet ;  and  is  fo 
terrific  in  its  appearance,  and 
dangerous  in  its  confequences, 
that  no  boat  will  venture  to  pafs  at 
ipring  tide.  After  the  tide  is  fairly 
pall  the  iflands,  no  veliige  of  a 
Bore  is  feen,  which  may  be  owing 
to  the  great  width  of  the  Megna, 
in  companion  with  the  paffages 
between  the  iflands  ;  but  the 
effects  of  ft  are  vifible  enough  by 
the  fudden  rifing  of  the  tides. 


Of  the  dir  that  has  been  fuppofed  to 
come  through  the  Pores  of  the  Skin , 
and  of  the  Ejfedls  oj  the  P erfpiva- 
tion  of  the  Body  \  fro?n  Prieftley’s 
Experiments  in  Natural  Phi¬ 
lo  fop  hy. 

I  HAVE  fometimes  found  it  ne- 
ceflary,  though  it  -is  by  no 
means  agreeable  to  me,  to  correct 
the  miflakes  of  others  on  the  fub- 
jedl  of  which  I  am  treating;  and 
I  mu  ft  appropriate  this  feftion  to 
that  bufinefs. 

It  cannot  be  thought  extraordi¬ 
nary,  that  when  it  has  been  ima¬ 
gined  that  air  is  extra&ed  from  the 
moft  compadl  bodies,  as  gold,  by 
means  of  the  air  pump,  it  fhould 
be  thought  to  iffue  from  the  hu¬ 
man 
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man  /kin.  It  was  alfo  very  natu¬ 
ral  to  imagine,  that  fince  refpira- 
tion  injures  and  phlogillicates 
air,  the  perfpiration  of  the  body, 
fenilble  and  infen  fible,  fhould  do 
the  fame  ;  and  they  who  fuppofe 
that  phlogifton  converts  common 
air  into  fixed  air,  muft  of  courfe 
imagine,  that  the  air  contiguous 
to  the  Ikin  is  continually  undergo¬ 
ing  this  change.  Dr.  ingenhoufz 
afierts  the  former,  and  Mr.  Cruik- 
ihank,  after  Sig.  Mofcati,  the 
latter.  On  both  thele  fubjeds  I 
fihall  make  fome  animadverfions, 
and  likevvife  a  few  experiments 
that  1  think  will  be  deemed  con¬ 
clusive,  on  the  fubjed  of  perfpi¬ 
ration,  and  fufficient  to  confirm 
what  1  have  advanced  with  refped 
to  it  in  my  1  alt  volume. 

Dr.  Ingenhoufz  not  only  fup- 
pofes  that  air  is  continually  Bluing 
from  the  human  ikin  ;  but  fie  took 
pains  to  colled  it,  in  a  confidera- 
ble  variety  of  circumfiances,  of 
which  he  has  given  a  particular 
account,  p.  129.  This  I  took  the 
liberty  to  tell  him  I  had  no  doubt 
was  a  deception  ;  the  air  that  he 
found  not  having  come  from  the 
Jkin ,  but  from  the  water  in  which 
it  was  plunged  :  and  both  the 
quality  of  the  air  that  he  found, 
and  the  circumftances  in  which  he 
procured  it,  left  me  no  doubt 
upon  the  fubjed.  Ic  was  juft  that 
mixture  of  fixed  air  and  partially 
phlogifticated  air,  that  purnp  wa¬ 
ter,  which  he  recommends  for  the 
purpofe,  generally  abounds  with. 
The  bubbles  of  air  rifing  and  i wel¬ 
ling  at  the  fame  part  of  the  (kin, 
is  by  no  means  any  proof  that  the 
air  came  from  the  fkin  :  for  that 
is  always  the  cafe  with  air  iffuing 
from  water,  the  air  bubbles  never 
rifing  within  the  water  itfeif,  but 


always  from  fome  other  body  im- 
merfed  in  it.  All  the  phenomena 
he  has  defcribed  may  be  feen  with 
a  piece  of  metal,  or  glafs,  plunged 
in  water  containing  air,  in  an  ex¬ 
hausted  receiver;  in  which  cafe  it 
is  eafily  ihewn,  that  the  air  does 
not  come  from  the  pores  of  the 
metal,  or  of  the  glafs,  but  from 
the  water  itself :  for  if  the  water 
contain  no  air,  and  the  furfaces 
of  the  metal  and  of  the  glafs  be 
carefully  wiped,  that  appearance 
cannot  be  produced. 

He  fays  that  water  exhausted  of 
its  air  is  not  proper  for  this  experi¬ 
ment,  becaufe  it  readily  abibrbs 
all  the  air  as  fail  as  it  iil’ues  from 
the  fkin.  But  if  the  experiment 
be  made  in  water  at  all,  this 
mull;  be  the  only  unexceptionable 
manner. of  making  it  ;  and  water 
by  no  means  abforbs  any  kind  of 
air  fb  fait  as  he  defcribes  this  to 
iffub  from  the  Ikin,  and  especially 
fuch  a  kind  of  air  as  he  defcribes, 
a  great  proportion  of  which  is  air 
partially  phlogiliicated.  It  re¬ 
quires  a  long  time  before  water, 
in  a  quiefcent  itate,  will  take  up 
any  feniible  quantity  of  fucb  air 
as  this.  Befides,  there  is  nothing 
that  we  know  of  the  human  frame, 
that  would  ] e ri d  any  perfon  to 
fufpect  that  air  ever  iiTues  from 
the  Ikin.  Where  are  the  air  <u  J[els 
for  that  purpofe  ?  and  what  is 
their  origin,  or  connection  with 
other  parts  of  jhe  fy Item  ?  The 
piefent  itate  of  anatomy  indicates 
nothing  on  this  fubjed. 

To  fatisfy  my  friend,  not  my- 
felf,  I  told  him  I  would  make  an 
experiment,  which  I  did  not  doubt 
would  convince  him  of  his  miitake 
in  this  refped  ;  I  did  it  in  the 
following  manner.  I  boiled  a 
quantity  of  rain  water,  in  order 

£  3  to 
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to  expel  from  it  all  the  air  it  might 
contain,  and  then  fat  with  my 
naked  arm  plunged  in  a  veflel 
filled  with  it,  after  carefully 
"wiping  off,  under  water,  all  the 

bubbles  of  air  that  adhered  to  it. 

* 

But  though  J  continued  to  lit  in 
this  manner  a  full  half  hour,  not 
a  lingle  bubble  of  air  made  its 
appearance  afterwards.  I  might 
have  examined  whether  this  water 
bad  contained  any  air,  belides 
what  i:  might  have  been  fuppofed 
to  have  imbibed  from  the  atmo- 
fphere  in  this  interval ;  but  I  neg¬ 
lected  to  do  it,  and  am  very  confi¬ 
dent  it  was  quite  unneceflary. 

After  this  I  need  not  fay  any 
thing  to  my  friend's  ingenious  ob¬ 
servations  cn  the  air  which  he  took 
the  pains  to  collect  from  the  Ikins 
of  old  and  young  perfons,  and  his 
laudable  endeavours  to  remove  a 
popular  prejudice  concerning  the 
unwholefoaienefs  of  the  former, 
and  the  wholefomenefs  of  the  latter 
kind  of  air. 

Mr.  Cruiklhank's  experiments, 
if  they  could  be  depended  upon, 
would  both  prove  that  fixed  air  is 
compofed  of  common  air  and  phlo- 
gifton,  and  that  the  perfpiration 
of  animal  bodies,  in  a  healthy 
Bate,  has  the  fame  effedft  upon  air 
that  breathing  it  has,  viz.  phlo- 
gifticatiog  it,  and  making  it  nox¬ 
ious,  which  is  contrary  to  the  ex¬ 
periments  of  which  I  gave  an  ac¬ 
count  in  my  laft  publication  ;  by 
which  it  appears  that  the  air  under 
rny  arm-pits,  and  near  other  parts 
of  my  body,  was  never  lefs  pure 
than  the  external  air.  The  Abbe 
Fontana  alfo  told  me,  that  he  had 
always  found  the  fame  refult  in 
experiments  made  upon  himfelf. 
But  Mr.  Cruikfhank  fays,  (in  the 
fecund  edition  of  his  Letter  to  Mr , 
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Clare ,  printed  in  Mr.  Clarets 
Treatife  on  Abfcefles)  that,  after 
he  had  confined  his  leg  in  a  glafs 
veflel,  fo  as  to  prevent  all  commu¬ 
nication  with  the  external  air, 
lime  water  poured  into  it  immedi¬ 
ately  afterwards,  came  out  a  little 
turbid.  But  this  he  would  pro¬ 
bably  have  found  to  be  the  cafe 
with  a  fmall  quantity  of  lime  wa¬ 
ter,  poured  into  and  out  of  any 
vefiel  of  the  fame  fize,  on  account 
of  the  great  furface  of  the  fluid 
that  mull,  in  thofe  circumftances, 
have  been  expofed  to  the  common 
atmcfphere  ;  in  confequence  of 
which  it  is  always  known  to  at¬ 
tract  fixed  air. 

However,  partly  to  examine 
this  matter  more  thoroughly,  and 
with  a  variation  that  I  had  thought 
of,  I  repeated  the  experiments  on 
my  own  perfpiration  in  various 
ways,  and  they  all  confirmed  what 
I  advanced  before,  viz.  that  the 
perfpirable  matter  has  no  fuch 
effect  upon  the  air,  but  leaves  it 
as  wholefome,  that  is,  as  fit  for 
refpiration,  as  ever,  judging  by 
the  teft  of  nitrous  air,  which, 
however,  Mr.  Cruikfhank  does 
not  fay  that  he  ever  applied  in  this 
cafe. 

Purfutng  his  fteps,  I  faftened  a 
moift  ox’s  bladder,  containing 
about  a  quart  of  air,  clofe  about 
my  ancle,  fo  that  my  foot,  clean 
wafhed  and  warm,  as  his  was, 
was  expofed  to  it  ;  and  I  fat  neaF 
the  fire,  fo  as  to  keep  my  foot  pro¬ 
perly  warm  a  full  hour.  After 
this  I  carefully  withdrew  my  foot 
from  the  bladder,  without  chang¬ 
ing  the  air;  and  applying  the  tefb 
of  nitrous  air,  the  air  in  the  blad¬ 
der  appeared  to  be  of  the  fame  de¬ 
gree  of  purity  with  the  external 
air :  the  meafures  of  the  teft,  ap¬ 
plied 
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plied  in  the  fame  manner  to  both, 
being  1.26.  I  alfo  admitted  part 
of  this  air  to  lime  water,  and  ob- 
ferved  that  it  did  not  make  it  in 
the  fmalleft  degree  turbid. 

Willing  to  give  more  time  to 
this  experiment,  that  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  this  perfpiration  phlogi- 
fticating  the  air  might  be  the 
greater,  I  once  more  fattened  the 
bladder  about  my  foot,  juft  before 
I  went  to  bed,  and  llept  with  it 
all  night,  keeping  myfelf  fuffi- 
ciently  warm,  from  eleven  to  half 
paft  fix  in  the  morning,  when  the 
bladder  was  quite  dry.  However, 
carefully  moiitening  it,  and  efpe- 
cially  where  it  was  fattened  to  my 
ankle,  I  withdrew  my  foot,  with¬ 
out  changing  the  air,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  examined  it.  The  quantity 
contained  in  the  bladder  was  40 
ounce  meafures.  It  did  not  attest 
lime  water,  and  with  refpett  to 
purity  was  of  the  fame  itandard 
with  common  aii  ;  the  meafures 
of  the  tell  with  the  nitrous  air  I 
happened  to  make  ule  of,  being 
in  both  cafes  1.3. 

I  cannot  therefore  but  fee  reafon 
to  conclude,  as  I  did  before,  that 
it  is  only  ref  miration,  and  not  the 
perfpiration  of  the  body,  that  in¬ 
jures  common  air. 


Of  the  Refpiration  of  Fifhes  ;  from 
the  fame. 

I  HAD  formerly  found  that 
fifhes  injure  the  air  contained 
In  folution  in  the  water  in  which 
they  live,  vol.  III.  p.  342  ;  the 
water  in  which  they  had  been  con¬ 
fined  appearing  to  contain  air  of 
a  worfe  quality,  than  it  did  before 
they  were  put  into  it.  I  had  aifo 
before  obierved  the  effed  of  water 
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impregnated  with  fixed  air,  and 
with  nitrous  air,  on  fifhes  put  in¬ 
to  it.  I  have  fince  repeated  all 
thefe  experiments  with  an  atten¬ 
tion  to  more  circumftances  ;  and 
they  both  confirm  and  extend  my 
former  general  conclufions. 

Having  at  hand  fome  water 
from  the  Hot-vell  at  Briftol, 
which  I  had  found  to  contain  air. 
in  a  date  cf  great  purity,  I  com¬ 
pletely  filled  a  large  phial  with  it, 
and  1  put  into  it  a  few  very  irnali 
fifhes,  which  I  had  provided  for 
the  purpofe  of  thefe  and  other  ex¬ 
periments.  They  were  minovvs, 
and  other  fmall  fifhes,  about  two 
inches  in  length.  In  this  water 
they  were  confined  without  any 
accefs  of  common  air  till  they 
died. 

After  this  I  took  equal  quan¬ 
tities  of  the  water  in  which  the 
fifhes  had  died,  and  of  that  out  of 
which  it  had  been  taken,  when 
they  were  confined  in  it  ;  and  I 
expelled  from  both  all  the  air 
which  they  would  yield.  That 
from  the  water  in  which  no  fifhes 
had  been  put,  exceeded  in  quan¬ 
tity  that  from  the  w'ater  in  which 
they  had  been  confined  in  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  three  to  two;  and  exa¬ 
mining  the  quality  of  both  thefe 
quantities  of  air,  by  the  tell  of 
nitrous  air,  the  former  exceeded 
the  latter  in  «a  (till  greater  propor¬ 
tion.  The  air  from  the  water,  in 
which  no  fifhes  had  been  confined, 
was  about  the  Itandard  of  com¬ 
mon  air,  but  that  which  had  been 
contaminated  bv  the  refpiration, 
as  I  may  fay,  of  the  fifhes,  though 
not  thoroughly  phlogifticated,  was 
fomething  worfe  than  air  in  which 
a  candle  juft  goes  out.  i  fhould 
probably  have  found  it  ft  ill  worfe 
than  this,  if  I  had  expelled  and 
E  4  examined 
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examined  the  air  immediately  ; 
but  the  water  remained  in  an  open 
veil'd  all  night  before  I  made  the 
experiment  upon  it. 

From  this  experiment  it  may  be 
concluded  with  certainty,  that 
air  contained  in  water,  in  an 
unelafiic  flate,  is  as  neceffary  to 
the  life  of  fiffies,  as  air  in  an  ela- 
llic  ftate  is  to  that  of  land  animals. 
It  is  not  properly  water  that  re¬ 
ceives  .rthe  phlcgifion  difcharged 
from  the  fiffies,  but  the  air  that 
is  incorporated  with  it.  And  this 
may  poffibly  be  the  reafon  of 
the  attraction  which,  in  many  of 
my  experiments,  there  appears  to 
be  between  phlogifion  and  water; 
whereas  it  has  been  an  opinion 
univerfally  received  among  xhe~ 
milts,  that  water  has  no  affinity 
whatever  with  phlogifton. 

From  this  experiment  I  had  no 
doubt,  but  that  putting  fifties  into 
water  impregnated  with  air  that 
was  thoroughly  phlogifiicated, 
would  be  injurious,  if  not  fatal  to 
them,  as  much  as  the  fame  kind  of 
air,  in  an  elafiic  Hate,  is  to  land 
animals  ;  and  this  was  verified  by 
the  following  experiments  ;  from 
which,  however,  it  appears  that 
fiffies,  like  infeCls,  and  fome  other 
exanguious  animals,  can  live  a 
confiderable  time  without  any 
thing  equivalent  to  refpiration. 
What  limits  that  time  has,  may 
in  fome  meafure  appear  from  thefe 
obfervations. 

I  began  with  water  that  contain¬ 
ed,  as  far  as  we  are  able  to  difcover, 
no  air  at  all.  For  it  was  rain 
water,  that  had  been  recently 
boiled  a  confiderable  time.  The 
veiTel  contained  about  three  pints 
of  it;  and  into  this,  without  ad^ 
mitting  any  air  at  all,  I  put  nine 
©1  the  fmall  fiffies  abovemention- 
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ed,  and  they  lived  in  it  between 
three  and  four  hours.  This  ex¬ 
periment  refembles  the  putting  of 
frogs  and  ferpents  into  a  vacuums 
only  that  there  was  no  expansion 
cf  air  contained  in  them  to  fwell 
their  bodies  in  this  cafe. 

Taking  the  fame  water,  which, 
as  I  cbferved,  contained  little  or 
no  air,  I  made  it  imbibe  as 
much  as  I  could  of  a  quantity  that 
had  been  phlogifiicated  with  iron 
filings  and  brimfione,  fix  months 
before.  Of  this,  however,  the 
water  would  take  but  very  little. 
Into  a  pint  of  this  water,  thus  im¬ 
perfectly  impregnated,  I  put  two 
of  the  fiffies,  and  they  lived  in  it 
near  an  hour.  The  refult  was  the 
fame  when  I  impregnated  an  equal 
quantity  of  the  fame  water  with 
inflammable  air.  For  in  this  cafe 
alfo  the  two  iifhes  lived  about  an 
hour.  This  experiment  refemb- 
Jed  the  putting  of  mice,  and  other 
land  animals,  into  phlogifiicated 
or  inflammable  air,  which  is  known 
to  be  fatal  to  them,  but  more 
fuddenly  xthan  this  water  was  to 
the  fiffies,  owing,  I  fuppofe,  to 
its  imperfeCt  impregnation. 

When  I  impregnated  water 
with  nitrous  air  on  a  former  occa- 
fion,  .1  obferved  that  fiffies  put  in¬ 
to  it  were  immediately  feized  with 
convulfions,  and  died  prefendy. ; 
juft  as  they  did  in  water  impreg¬ 
nated  with  fixed  air.  But  though 
at  that  time  I  took  all  the  care  I 
could  to  prevent  the  decompofition 
of  the  nitrous  air,  that  remained 
after  the  operation,  filling  the  phial 
in  which  the  procefs  was  made 
with  freffi  water,  by  means  of  a. 
funnel,  &c.  fiill  a  decprrg  ofition 
of  some  fmall  part  of  it  would  ne- 
ceflarily  be  made,  before  I  could, 
poffibly  flip  the  funnel  into  the 
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week  of  the  phial.  To  prevent 
this,  I  now  introduced  the  fifties 
into  the  veflel  in  which  I  had  im¬ 
pregnated  the  water  while  it  re¬ 
mained  inverted  in  the  bafon,  the 
remainder  of  the  nitrous  air  not 
imbibed  by  the  water  ftill  refting 
upon  it.  The  phial  I  ufed  con¬ 
tained  fomething  more  than  a 
pint,  and  the  nitrous  air  occupied 
^bout  one  fourth  of  it. 

Into  this  veffel,  thus  prepared, 
I  introduced  two  of  my  fmall 
fifhes,  and  they  continued  very 
quiet,  without  being  feized  with 
any  cbnvulfions,  ten  minutes,  or 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  before  they 
died.  The  caufe  of  the  convul- 
fions,  therefore,  in  the  former  ex¬ 
periment,  mud  have  been  not  the 
nitrous  air ,  properly  fpeaking,  but 
the  nitrous  acid ,  though  in  fo  very 
fmall  a  quantity,  diffufed  in  the 
water,  and  adling  like  the  fixed 
air  (which  is  only  another  kind 
of  acid)  in  the  water  impregnated 
with  it.  Whereas  in  this  experi¬ 
ment  the  fifties  were  no  othervvife 
affeded  than  they  were  in  the 
water  impregnated  with  phlogi- 
fticated  or  inflammable  air,  except 
that  the  water  imbibed  much 
more  of  the  nitrous  air,  and  on 
that  account  was  fooner  fatal  to 
$hem. 


Of  the  Rein-Deer  ;  from  Barring¬ 
ton  ’s  Mi/cellanies. 

IT  hath  been  a  generally  receiv¬ 
ed  opinion,  that  the  rein-deer 
will  not  live  for  any  time  fouth  of 
Lapland,  or  that  part  of  North 
America  which,  though  of  a  more 
fouthern  latitude,  equals  Lapland 
in  the  rigour  of  its  climate. 


Queen  Chriftina  of  Sweden  had 
procured  five-and-twenty  of  thefe 
qu.drupeds,  which  fhe  propofed 
to  fend  to  Oliver  Cromwell,  and 
which  might  long  fince  have  prov¬ 
ed  the  contrary,  had  they  reached 
this  country. 

Whitelock  was  then  ambaflador 
from  England  at  that  court,  and 
endeavoured  to  prevail  upon  four 
Laplanders,  who  brought  the  reins 
as  far  as  Stockholm,  to  attend 
them  to  England,  which  they  re- 
fufed  to  do,  but  faid  they  would 
take  care  of  them  during  the 
winter.  The  Laplanders,  how¬ 
ever,  were  very  negligent- in  their 
charge,  for  foon  afterwards  fifteen 
were  killed  by  the  wolves,  and 
the  remaining  ten  did  not  long 
furvive,  the  climate  of  Stockholm 
being  confidered  as  too  warm. 

Buffon  (who  is  one  of  the  lateff 
naturalifts  that  hath  deferibed  the 
rein-deer)  mentions,  that  three 
or  four  were  not  long  fince  carried 
to  Dantzic,  where  they  foon  died, 
as  the  temperature  of  the  air  was 
too  mild  for  them  ;  and  in  another 
part  of  the  fame  article,  he  regrets 
the  impoflibility  of  feeing  this 
quadruped  alive  in  France,  on 
which  account  he  only  engraves 
the  fkeleton,  having  procured  a 
drawing  from  a  fpecirr.en  in  the 
Mufeum  of  the  Royal  Society. 
Pontoppidan  aifo  fays,  that  it  will 
always  he  a  vain  attempt  to  natu¬ 
ralize  this  animal  in  other  coun¬ 
tries,  as  no  nourifhment  can  be 
found  any  where  elfe  which  will 
k"ep  them  alive,  fo  that  they  have 
all  periftied 

Notwitbftanding,  however,  this 
moil:  prevailing  opinion,  it  is  con¬ 
tradicted,  by  the  fa&  of  a  buck 
rein-deer  having  lived  near  three 
years  at  Homerton  (not  far  from 

Hackney), 
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liackney),  in  the  clofe  of  Mr. 
Heyde,  a  merchant,  and  which 
-died  only  in  1773,  very  fuddenly, 
having  been  the  preceding  day  in 
perfecl  health.  He  was  fent  to 
England  from  Norway  with  a  doe, 
which  did  not  live  more  than  a 
year ;  and  Mr.  Beyde  hath  this 
autumn  [17 73]  received  a  male 
and  female,  which  were  in  No¬ 
vember  lad  very  healthy.  Leemi¬ 
us  obferves,  that  in  Finmark  they 
are  fubjedl  to  the  epilepfy. 

Every  written  voyage  to  the 
higher  northern  latitudes  makes 
mention  of  this  very  ufeful  qua¬ 
druped,  whild  Scheffer,  Buffon, 
Hoffberg,  and  Leemius,  have 
given  us  its  natural  hiilory. 

Leemius  is  the  lad  of  thefe, 
who  published  at  Copenhagen  his 
account  of  Finmark  Lapland  in 
3767,  and  refided  in  that  country 
more  than  ten  years ;  he  is  there¬ 
fore  more  to  be  depended  upon 
than  any  of  the  others,  who,  it  is 
believed,  never  favv  the  animal 
alive*  at  lead  the  upper  antlers, 
as  engraved  by  Hoffberg,  more 
referable  thofe  of  the  elk  than  of 
the  rein-deer  There  is,  how¬ 
ever,  a  very  good  representation 
of  the  rein-deer  in  Pennant’s  Sy* 
nopfis  of  Quadrupeds. 

As  Leemi ns’s  work  hath  fcarce- 
iy  found  its  way  yet  into  the  more 
fouthern  parts  of  Europe,  X  fliall 
jnake  fome  extracts  from  it,  with 
regard  to  this  animal,  with  which 
be  had  fo  frequent  opportunities  of 
being  thoroughly  acquainted. 

It  is  agreed  by  all  naturalibs  to 
be  peculiar  to  the  female  rein  -deer, 
that  they  fhould  have  horns  as 
well  as  the  male  :  Leemius  how¬ 
ever  remarks,  that  this  is  net  al¬ 
ways  the  fad,  feme  having  none 


at  all,  as  likewife  that  they  lofe 
them  entirely  after  parturition. 

The  projecting  brow  antler  alfo 
is  not  obferved  in  any  other  fpecies 
of  deer,  the  ufe  of  which  X  fhould 
conceive  to  be  a  proper  defence 
again  b  that  arch  enemy  the  wolf; 
and  Leemius  accordingly  mentions 
an  indance  of  one  rein  having 
drove  away  two  of  thefe  maroders. 
When  the  reins,  however,  ufe 
their  antlers  againd  their  own 
fpecies  in  the  rutting  time,  the 
horns  are  frequently  fo  entangled, 
that  they  cannot  be  feparated  but 
by  the  abidance  of  the  rein  herd. 

If  it  be  afked,  why  every  fpecies 
of  deer  hath  not  the  fame  protec¬ 
tion  r  the  anfwer  feems  to  be,  that 
the  fwiftnefs  of  the  other  kinds 
enables  them  to  efcape  their  pur- 
fuer. 

Though  the  northern  natural- 
ids  fpeak  of  the  expedition  alfo, 
with  which  the  rein-deer  will  draw 
the  traineau  ;  yet  I  beg  leave  to 
fay,  from  having  feen  three  of 
thefe  animals,  that  thev  are  rather 
of  a  make  calculated  for  the  collar, 
than  for  extraordinary  fwiftnefs ; 
and  I  have  little  doubt  but  that 
they  are  the  bowed  of  their  whole 
genus,  except  the  elk,  whofe  ant¬ 
lers  are  alfo  of  a  mod  peculiar 
form,  as  well  as  drength. 

I  fhould  conceive  likewife,  that 
the  elk  makes  ufe  of  thefe  extra¬ 
ordinary  horns  to  remove  the  thick 
underwood  and  briars  in  which 
this  quadruped  lives,  not  being  fo 
fleet  as  the  red  of  its  genus  are  : 
the  antlers  therefore  are  excedively 
wide,  as  well  as  fhallovv,  and  the 
fagged  terminations  feem  not  im¬ 
proper  to  perform  the  office  of  a 
faw. 

I  know  well  that  feme  natural- 

ids. 
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ifts,  not  being  able  to  find  out  the 
life  of  particular  parts  in  feveral 
animals,  have  rather  ridiculed  the 
attempt  to  difcover  for  what  pur- 
pofe  they  are  defigned  :  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  however,  that  this  arifes 
from  ignorance  of  the  habits  of  the 
animal  (which  is  the  interefting 
part  of  natural  hiftory)  ;  nor  is  it 
lefs  true,  becaufe  it  hath  been  often 
advanced,  that  nature  does  nothing 
in  *vain. 

BufFon  makes  but  one  article  of 
the  rein  and  elk;  he  alfo  obferves, 
that  when  the  latitude  begins  to 
be  too  warm  for  the  former,  the 
elks  are  firil  to  be  difcovered. 
North  America  furnifhes,  how¬ 
ever,  an  exception  to  this  obfer- 
vation,  becaufe  reins  are  found  in 
Newfoundland,  50°  N.  la t.  and 
the  Hudfon’s-bay  company  have 
a  noble  fpecimen  of  elk’s  horns  in 
their  hall,  which  was  fent  them 
from  their  forts,  fome  of  which 
are  nine  degrees  to  the  northward  ; 
at  the  fame  time  that  the  fituation 
is  fo  much  more  inland,  and  con- 
fequently  from  that  circumdance 
alfo  the  temperature  more  cold 
than  might  be  expe&ed,  merely 
from  the  fort’s  being  nine  degrees 
nearer  to  the  pole.  On  the  other 
hand  IJbrand  Ides  met  with  a  great 
many  reins  not  far  from  Nezz:„n- 
fkoi,  which  is  only  in  N.  lat.  50. 
at  no  great  diftance  from  the  East¬ 
ern  Ocean. 

I  fhall  now  mention  two  or  three 
particulars  from  Leemius,  with 
regard  to  the  rein,  which  have 
not  been  noticed  by  other  natu- 
ralifts. 

They  are  extravagantly  fond  of 
human  urine,  and  lick  up  the  fnow 
with  the  greateft  avidity  when  the 
upper  part  hath  been  ltained  by  it; 
poflibly,  however,  ;he  opening 
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the  way  to  their  favourite  lichen 
maybe  in  part  the  occafion  of  their 
immediately  finding  out  fuch 
fpots. 

We  have  the  fame  authority  for 
their  killing  a  vaft  number  of  mice, 
which  are  called  in  the  Lapland 
language  Godde  Saepaw,  and  Le~ 
maner  in  the  Norwegian.  As  their 
make,  however,  is  not  defcribed, 
and  as  I  can  find  no  names  which 
bear  the  lead:  affinity  in  the  Fauna 
Suecica,  it  is  impoflible  to  fettle 
the  fpecies.  Poflibly  alfo  the  reins 
only  ufe  this  food  when  they  can 
procure  no  other ;  it  is  for  the 
fame  reafon  that  the  Lapland  gulls 
are  faid  likewife  to  feed  on  mice, 
and  the  crows  to  tear  the  linen 
which  is  hung  to  dry.  Leemius, 
in  other  parts  of  his  work,  men¬ 
tions,  that  they  devour  the  heads 
of  thefe  mice  only,  with  the 
greateft  avidity ;  which  alfo  may 
arife  from  want  of'other  food,  as 
it  is  believed  that  no  other  qua¬ 
druped  (which  chews  the  cud)  de- 
ftroys  animals  for  the  purpofe  of 
fuftenance. 

All  defcribers  of  the  rein  have 
taken  notice  of  the  cracking  noife 
which  they  make  when  they  move 
their  legs,  which  HofFberg  attri¬ 
butes  to  the  animals  feparating  and 
afterwards  bringing  together  tbe 
diviftons  of  their  hoof ;  but  he  does 
not  aftlgn  the  caufe  of  the  reins  fo 
doing,  which  I  conceive  to  be  the 
following. 

The  rein  inhabits  a  country 
which  is  covered  with  fnow  for 
great  part  of  the  year  ;  the  hoof 
therefore  of  this  quadruped  is 
mod  admirably  adapted  to  the  fur- 
face  which  it  is  mod:  commonly  to 
tread. 

The  under  part  is  entirely  co¬ 
vered  with  hair,  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner 
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sier  that  the  claw  of  the  Ptarmigaw 
is  with  feathery  briftles,  which 
,is  almoft  the  only  bird  that  can 
endure  the  rigour  of  the  fame  cli¬ 
mate. 

The  hoof,  however,  is  not  only 
thus  preceded  ;  the  fame  neceffity 
which  obliges  the  Laplanders  to 
ufe  fnow  fhoes  makes  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  width  of  the  rein’s  hoof 
to  be  equally  convenient  in  paffing 
over  fnow,  as  it  prevents  their 
finking  too  deep,  which  they  would 
be  fubjeCt  to  eternally,  did  the 
weight  of  their  body  rell  only  on 
U  final!  point. 

This  quadruped  hath  therefore 
an  inftind  to  ufe  a  hoof  of  fuch  a 
form  in  a  ftill  more  advantageous 
manner,  by  feparating  it  when 
the  foot  is  to  touch  the  ground, 
fo  as  to  cover  a  larger  fur  face  of 
fnow.  The  in  Iran  t,  however,  the 
leg  of  the  animal  is  railed,  the 
width  of  the  foot  becomes  incon¬ 
venient,  efpecially  when  it  is  go- 
ing  againft  the  wind  ;  the  hoof, 
therefore,  is  then  immediately  con¬ 
tracted,  and  the  collilion  of  the 
parts  occafions  the  flapping,  which 
is  heard  upon  every  motion  of  the 
rein. 

Another  reafon,  poffibly,  for  tips 
»oife,  may  arife  from  Lapland’s 
being  not  only  covered  with  fnow 
great  part  of  the  year,  but  alfo  for 
ioine  time  under  a  perpetual 
night ;  rhe  rein  is  a  gregarious  ani¬ 
mal,  and  often  obliged  to  go  a 
great  way  for  fuftenance,  proba¬ 
bly  therefore  the  cracking  which 
they  perpetually  make,  may  ferve 
to  keep  them  together  when  the 
weather  is  remarkably  dark.  Bells 
round  fheep  are  known,  to  be  very 
convenient  for  the  fame  purpoie, 
when  they  graze  upon  a  wide  ex¬ 
tended  down. 


Leemius  mentions  another  very 
lingular  circumftance  with  regard 
to  the  Lapland  wolves  ;  which  is, 
that,  when  they  have  killed  the 
rein,  they  always  place  the  carcale 
with  the  head  towards  the  call, 
and  that  the  fkeletons  are  con- 
handy  found  in  fuch  pofition. 
This  fati,  indeed,  is  fo  extraor¬ 
dinary,  that  it  fhould  not  be  too 
lightly  credited  ;  animals,  how¬ 
ever,  have  undoubtedly  their  rea¬ 
fon  for  chuling  or  declining  cer¬ 
tain  afpedls :  the  martin,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  feldom  builds  its  nek 
againft  the  Touch. 

Though  I  have  hated  fo  many 
particulars  from  this  writer,  not 
only  becaufe  he  is  the  lateh  natu- 
ralih  who  hath  deferibed  the  rein, 
but  becaufe  he  redded  ten  years 
in  Finmark  ;  yet  I  cannot  but  take 
notice  of  one  paffage  in  his  work, 
in  which  I  conceive  he  mult  be  en-> 
tirely  mihakeo. 

Leemius-  affirms,  in  his  ninth 
chapter,  that  die  reins  lofe  their 
horns  in  the  fpring,  which  is  not 
only  contradicted  by  what  H off- 
berg  and  Buffion  have  advanced, 
but  by  the  fact,  for  Mr.  Heyde’s 
buck  dropt  his  horns  for  two  fuc- 
ceffive  winters,  but  refumed  them  in 
the  fpring ,  In  one  of  thefe  years 
they  continued  to  be  no  more  than 
fiumps  till  the  30th  of  January, 
when  they  began  to  fhoct ;  on  the 
24th  of  February  they  were  five  or 
fix  inches  high,  covered  with  a 
deep  pile  of  velvet. 

At  the  fame  time  Leemius  not 
only  afferts  this  to  happen  other- 
wile,  but  the  engravings  which 
accompany  his  work  reprefen t  the 
deer  araongft  fnow  with  their  horns 
on. 

In  juftice  to  Leemius,  however,  , 
I  fhould  add,  that  though  Hoft- 

berg 
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berg  and  BufFon  take  notice  that 
the  rein  lofes  his  horns  at  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  winter,  yet  other  natu¬ 
ralists  have  fuppofed  that  they 
were  of  ufe  in  removing  the  fnow 
which  covers  the  lichen  they  are 
faid  to  be  fo  fond  of,  and  which 
is  utterly  inconfiflent  with  this 
quadruped  being  deprived  of  them 
during  the  winter.  Leemius  in¬ 
deed  exprefsly  informs  us,  that 
they  procure  the  lichen  by  means 
of  their  feet. 

As  I  have  very  frequently  vifited 
Mr.  Heyde’s  rein,  I  fhall  now 
mention  fome  few  particulars  I 
happened  to  obferve  myfelf  with 
regard  to  this  quadruped,  which 
is  fo  feldom  to  be  feen  to  the 
fouthward  of  the  Baltic. 

This  animal  was  kept  in  a  clofe 
of  about  an  acre,  the  grafs  of 
which  was  rich;  and  he  conftantly 
fed  upon  it  during  the  whole  year, 
though  he  was  much  fonder  or  the 
lichen,  which  was  fent  over  from 
Norway  :  by  holding  a  little  of  it 
in  my  hand,  I  could  at  any  time 
bring  him  to  me.  No  animal,  in¬ 
deed,  could  be  better  humoured, 
as  he  would  even  permit  his  ant¬ 
lers  to  be  handled  when  the  blood 
vefFels  were  molt  turgid.  He  like- 
wife  permitted  me  to  meafure  his 
height,  which  was  three  feet  two 
inches  and  a  half,  being  in  his  fixth 
year,  and  of  full  growth.  Now 
Leemius  oblerves,  that  the  doe  is 
not  fo  large  as  the  buck  ;  and  I 
have  meafured  the  fpecimen  of  a 
doe-rein,  lately  fent  to  the  Royal 
Society  from  Kudfon’s-bay,  which 
is  about  three  feet  in  height.  I 
iiate  this  comparifon,  becaufe  it 
makes  me  doubt  with  regard  to 
the  juftnefs  of  an  obfervation  of 
M.  de  BufFon,  who  (in  his  article 
Rein  -  deer)  fuppoies  that  all 
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American  animals  are  lefs  than 
the  fame  fpecies  in  other  parts  of 
the  globe.  Mr.  Pennant  alfb 
takes  notice,  that  the  American 
elk  is  larger  than  the  European. 

I  once  law  this  rein  in  Mr. 
Heyde’s  garden,  where  there  was 
a  confiderabie  variety  of  flowering 
fhrubs  and  forell-trees,  all  of 
which  he  browzed  upon  except  the 
elder;  he  alfo  drank  a, great  deal 
of  water  out  of  a  pond. 

I  have  therefore  little  doubt  but 
that  this  quadruped  will  live  with¬ 
out  the  Lapland  lichen,  to  which 
it  only  hath,  perhaps,  recourfe, 
becaufe  there  is  in  thofe  latitudes 
no  other  fuflenance  during  the 
winter. 

I  have,  indeed,  procured  feme 
of  this  lichen,  which  I  have  tailed, 
and  conceive  from  thence  it  may 
be  a  nourifhing  food  either  to 
man  or  bead  ;  it  is,  however,  by 
no  means  peculiar  to  Lapland,  as 
we  have  much  of  the  fame  on  our 
own  heaths.  In  one  refpedt,  in¬ 
deed,  the  rein  fares  better  in  Eng¬ 
land  than  in  Lapland,  as  HofF- 
berg  and  all  other  naturalifts  fpeak 
much  of  its  fufFering  from  an  in- 
feft,  which  they  term  the  Oeflrus 
Taranai.  We  have,  perhaps, 
the  fame  gad-fly  in  England,  but 
they  are  not  fo  numerous,  and 
Mr.  Heyde’s  rein  did  not  feem  to 
feel  much  inconvenience  from 
this  persecution. 

Le  Brun  obferves,  that  the  rein 
carries  his  head  fo  high,  that  the 
horns  touch  the  back  ;  aud  it  is 
not  therefore  improbable  that 
thefe  antlers  may  be  given  them 
as  a  means  of  removing  thefe  very 
troublefome  infe&s. 

The  fame  traveller  takes  notice, 
that  the  chiefs  of  the  Sainoieds 
have  fometimes  fix  or  eight  of 

tli  cm 
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them  to  draw  their  traineaus,  and 
that  they  never  fweat,  notwith- 
ftanding  their  being  often  much 
prefled,  but  pant  with  their 
tongues  out,  juft  as  grey-hounds 
do  after  a  fevere  courfe. 

Leemius  alfo  informs  us,  that 
after  being  hard  driven  they  lofe 
their  fight  frequently  for  three  or 
four  days. 

I  have  before  obferved,  that 
Mr.  Heyde’s  buck  rein  was  very 
good  humoured ;  poflibiy,  how¬ 
ever,  if  he  had  been  harnefled, 

I  ftiould  not  have  found  him  fo 
tradable,  for  on  account  of  its 
greater  docility,  a  gelt  rein  bears 
a  much  better  price  in  Lapland, 
and  another  caufe  for  the  advanc¬ 
ed  value  is,  that  the  operation 
being  performed  but  aukwardly, 
the  owners  frequently  lofe  them  : 
for  the  fame  reafon  the  poorer 
Laplanders  only  harnefs  the  doe. 


Of  the  Bat,  or  Rere-Moufe ;  from 
the  fame  Author . 

*”1pHE  bat  is  fo  difagreeable  an 
j[  animal,  that  we  are  gene¬ 
rally  defirous  of  avoiding  it  rather 
than  examining  into  its  habits ; 
the  confequence  of  which  averfion 

is,  that  we  are  mere  ignorant  with 
regard  to  its  natural  hiftory,  than 
perhaps  of  any  other  animal  of  the 
fame  fize. 

Hideous  as  it  may  appear  to  our 
eyes,  yet,  if  we  are  to  believe 
johnfon  (who  is  a  writer  of  merit) 
there  is  a  perpetual  alliance  be¬ 
tween  them  and  pigeons,  info- 
much,  that  if  the  head  of  a  bat  is 
fixed  upon  the  top  of  a  pigeon - 
houfe,  the  pigeons  will  never  leave 

it.  I  profefs,  however,  that  I 
cannot  hear  this  animal  hath  any 
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other  friend  or  ally,  and  they  ffiuft 
naturally  be  dreaded  by  moths  or 
other  infe&s  of  the  night,  as  much 
as  hawks  are  the  terror  of  our 
fmaller  birds ;  nature  is  one  per¬ 
petual  feene.  of  warfare,  for  the 
fake  of  food,  and  bats  again  be¬ 
come  the  prey  of  owls. 

A  friend  of  mine  kept  one  for 
ten  days,  and  was  much  amufed 
with  its  manner  of  taking  flies, 
on  which  it  chiefly  lived :  Lin¬ 
naeus  hath  clafled  it  with  his  pri¬ 
mates,  at  the  head  of  which  ftands 
Man  :  a  more  natural  arrangement, 
perhaps,  might  have  exalted  this 
animal  to  the  order  of  angels ,  as 
they  are  depi&ed  with  wings  as 
well  as  teats. 

I  never  met  with  any  one  who 
had  tailed  a  bat :  and,  indeed, 
with  us  they  are  fo  diminutive, 
that  the  morfel  Ihould  be  as  deli¬ 
cate  as  it  is  fmall.  In  the  ifland 
of  Mauritius,  however,  where 
they  are  very  large,  the  feamen 
conflder  them  as  dainties.  c<  They 
are  innumerable,  and  fome  as 
large  as  golhawks,  and  the  feamen 
cafe  them  as  rabbits  \  they  hang 
in  fwarms  on  the  boughs  of  the 
trees,  by  claws  fixed  at  the  ex¬ 
treme  part  of  their  wings,  and 
their  monkey  faces  turned  down- 
wards.75  In  the  time  of  falconry 
they  were  given  to  hawks  as  a  re¬ 
medy  for  the  falling  ficknefs. 

From  its  likenefs  to  a  moufe, 
the  fynonym  is  formed  in  many 
languages,  the  French  terming  it 
chawve-fauris  and  ratpennade .  The 
Dutch,  Vleermuys.  The  Ger¬ 
mans,  Fleder-maufch.  The  Danes, 
Flaggermuus*  The  Swedes, 
Flader-mus.  The  Spaniards, 
Af&r-cielago.  As  for  our  modern 
name  of  Bat,  I  do  not  know 
whence  we  apply  it  to  this  animal. 
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but  it  was  anciently  called  rere- 
moufe ,  from  the  Anglo  -  Saxon 
hjtefiemup  Our  blafoners  alfo 
life  this  word.  In  the  Greek  and 
Latin,  however,  the  name  is  taken 
from  its  appearing  only  during  the 
night  i/vkt eptg  &  vefpertilio. 

il  Seroque  trahunt  a  vefpere  nomen.”  Ov. 

Different  fpecies,  or  varieties 
of  bats,  are  found  in  moft  quar¬ 
ters  both  of  the  old  and  new 
world  ;  but  for  an  enumeration 
of  thefe  I  (hall  refer  to  Mr.  Pen¬ 
nant’s  moft  excellent  Synopfis  of 
Quadrupeds,  and  after  obferving, 
that  fome  of  thofe  in  America  are 
fuppofed  to  fuck  the  blood  of  per- 
fons  afleep,  [  (hall  confine  myfelf 
to  thofe  of  our  own  ifland. 

That  moft  able  naturalift  Mr. 
Ray  takes  notice  of  but  one  fpe¬ 
cies,  though  Mr.  Pennant  con¬ 
ceives  that  we  have  four.  No¬ 
thing  can  exceed  both  the  diligence 
and  accuracy  of  Ray,  but  the  com¬ 
mon  averfion  to  thefe  animals 
feems  to  have  prevented  both 
him  and  others  from  either  catch¬ 
ing  or  examining  many  fpecies. 

Having  but  two  teats,  it  is 
fuppofed  that  they  never  produce 
more  than  two  young  ones,  which, 
according  to  Pliny,  they  fly  about 
with  on  their  back. 

If  this  is  true  at  all,  I  fhould 
fuppofe  that  it  only  takes  place 
when  the  young  are  to  be  taught 
to  fly,  as  they  may  be  more  eafily 
launched  from  their  parents  back 
into  the  air,  than  from  any  other 
place.  They  cannot  rife  at  all 
from  the  ground,  according  to 
Linnaeus  ;  and  in  this  fituation 
therefore  they  feem  divefted  of 
every  pretenfion  to  be  deemed 
birds,  if  their  being  viviparous, 
and  having  no  beaks,  did  not  fuf- 
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ficiently  exclude  them,  as  well  as 
their  want  of  feathers.  As  to 
their  having  wings,  a  flying  fifh, 
or  the  flying  fquirrel,  might  for 
the  fame  reafon  be  confidered  as 
birds. 

But  the  moft  interefting  part  in 
relation  to  this  animal,  is  its  ftate 
of  torpidity  during  the  winter,  to 
which  it  is  induced  probably  from, 
want  of  flying-infects  for  its  food, 
as  feems  to  be  the  cafe  with  the 
fvvallow  tribe. 

In  this  part  of  the  natural  hif- 
tory  of  this  animal,  I  am  much 
indebted  to  the  communication  of 
a  moft  ingenious  correfpondent, 
who  knows  where  to  find  them 
torpid  at  any  time  during  the 
winter,  and  more  particularly  in 
a  large  cavern  near  Torbay. 

The  prevailing  notion  that  they 
hang  always  in  cluftfcrs  touching 
each  other  is  not  true,  as  this  de¬ 
pends  entirely  upon  their  having 
a  proper  opportunity  of  adhering 
to  the  place  from  which  they  are 
fufpended  ;  they  fometimes,  there¬ 
fore,  are  in  contad,  and  often  at 
confiderable  diftances,  but  always 
fix  themfelves  by  both  their  feet. 

Martial  fays  of  the  dormoufe, 
that  it  is  fatter  during  its  ftate  of 
torpidity  than  when  it  revives.  I 
therefore  begged  to  know  from 
Mr.  Corniih,  whether  this  was 
the  cafe  with  bats  during  the  win¬ 
ter,  who  informs  me  that  the  fad 
does  not  hold  with  regard  to  the 
one  or  the  other,  and  that  bats 
mute  whiift  they  are  thus  fufpend¬ 
ed.  Both  dormice  and  bats  lofe 
from  five  to  feven  grains  in  weight 
during  a  fortnight,  whiift  in  a 
ftate  of  torpidity. 

Bats  on  the  whole  fare  better 
during  a  hard  than  a  mild  winter, 
for  warm  weather  not  only  awakens 

them. 
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them,  but  promotes  their  power 
of  digeflion,  whilfl  at  the  fame 
time  they  cannot  procure  the 
food  of  which  they  are  in  fearch. 
This  holds  likewife  with  regard 
to  bees,  which  are  better  pre- 
ferved  in  a  dark  room  than  if  ex- 
pofed  to  the  air  whillt  torpid,  be- 
caufe  fometimes  they  are  awaken¬ 
ed  by  the  mild  temperature  of  the 
weather,  when  there  are  no  flowers 
for  their  fupport. 

As  bats  mute  whilil:  torpid, 
there  is  alfo  a  circulation  of  the 
blood,  for  Mr;  Cornifh  having 
applied  a  thermometer  to  the  body 
of  one  perfectly  afleep,  which 
Hood  at  36,  the  heart  beat  60 
times  in  a  minute;  the  fame  bat 
being  awakened  fo  as  to  fly  weak¬ 
ly,  the  thermometer  applied  in 
the  fame  manner  rofe  to  38,  and 
the  heart  beat  100  times  in  a 
minute. 

They  have  been,  however,  ob- 
ferved  to  continue  in  their  torpid 
Hate  when  the  thermometer,  plac¬ 
ed  in  the  air,  h2th  been  at  48, 
which  is  ten  degrees  warmer  than 
the  animal  when  awakened  ac¬ 
cording  to  this  experiment. 

Molt  of  the  bats  roofed  by  irri¬ 
tation  have  not  furvived  more  than 
three  davs,  but  then  it  is  ffated 
that  the  weather  became  colder. 
Frequent  attempts  have  been 
made  to  revive  them  after  this 
feeniing  death,  but  they  have  all 
proved  ineffectual. 

Having  defired  Mr.  Cornifh  to 
make  fome  experiments  with  an 
air-pump  on  torpid  bats,  he  in¬ 
forms  me  that  his  apparatus  for 
that  purpofe  is  not  fo  good  as  it 
fhould  be,  but  that  he  is  of  opi¬ 
nion,  from  fome  imperfect  trials, 
that  they  are  not  fo  foon  affefted 
by  want  of  air,  as  other  animals. 
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which  do  not  fleep  during 
winter. 

That  difHnguifhed  anatomift 
Mr.  John  blunter,  having  occa- 
fion  to  diffedt  bats  during  the 
winter,  applied  to  me  to  procure- 
him  fome  from  Devonlhire,  know¬ 
ing  that  I  had  a  torrefpondence 
with  Mr.  Cornifh,  who  could  at 
any  time  refort  to  their  lurking 
places. 

I  accordingly  requeiled  Mr, 
Cornifh  to  fend  up  a  dozen  of 
bats  in  their  Hate  of  torpidity, 
which  he  was  fo  obliging  as  to  do 
by  the  next  conveyance ;  but 
though  he  had  packed  them  with 
the  greateft  care,  they  died,  as 
Mr.  Cornifh  apprehended,  before 
they  reached  London.  The  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  carriage  probably  oc- 
cafioned  this  difappointment,  as 
alfo  that  they  did  not  hang  in  their 
ufual  attitude,  nor  in  the  proper 
temperature  of  air.  If  they  had 
continued  to  live,  Mr.  Cornifh 
informed  me,  that  though  one 
could  perceive  no  motion  in  them* 
yet  if  placed  in  contact  with  a  pro¬ 
per  crevice,  they  would  however 
fix  themfelves  by  their  claws. 

Thefe  bats  were  kept  for  fome 
time  by  Mr.  Hunter  before  he 
would  abfolutely  pronounce  them 
to  be  dead,  and  afterwards,  at 
Sir  Afhton  Lever’s,  before  they 
were  Jet  up  ;  but  though  they  ne¬ 
ver  fhewed  any  figns  of  life,  yet 
their  bodies  did  not  putrify.  The 
fame  thing  I  had  occafion  to  ob~ 
ferve  with  regard  to  fome  torpid 
martins  which  were  fent  to  me 
from  Somerfetfhire,  and  which  X 
wifhed  Mr.  Hunter  to  diffedl, 
Thefe  birds  alfo  did  not  revive, 
but  no  figns  of  putrefatlion  ap¬ 
peared,  though  they  were  kept  A 
confiderable  time. 
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And  here  it  may  be  obferved, 
that  a  moderate  heat,  fuch  as  the 
bofom  or  hand,  is  the  moft  likely 
to  bring  torpid  animals  to  life, 
which  are  often  killed  by  being 
placed  too  near  the  fire,  from  the 
common  prejudice,  that  one.  can¬ 
not  have  too  much  of  a  good 
thing. 

For  a  more  immediate  ted  of 
life  in  the  animal,  it  will  {brink 
either  upon  the  touch,  or  holding 
a  lighted  candle  near  it. 


On  the  'Torpidity  of  the  Swallow 
Tribe  when  they  dif appear .  From 
the  fame  Author. 

IN  the  foregoing  treatife  upon 
the  migration  of  birds,  the 
appearance  and  difappearance  of 
the  fwallow-tribe  hath  neceffarily 
been  touched  upon  ;  but  I  think 
it  better  to  referve,  for  a  fepa- 
rate  difiertation,  what  more  par¬ 
ticularly  relates  to  their  being 
during  the  winter  in  a  date  of  tor¬ 
pidity. 

I  have  for  many  years  attended 
carefully  to  the  motions  of  thefe 
birds  from  the  latter  end  of  March 
to  the  latter  end  of  April,  at 
which  time  I  have  travelled  into, 
or  returned  from,  North  Wales. 

For  the  lad  twelve  years  the 
fpring  feafons  in  that  part  of 
Great  Britain  have  been  generally 
dry,  the  ead  winds  prevailing  dur¬ 
ing  the  month  of  April. 

The  confequence  hath  been, 
that  on  my  journey  towards 
Wales,  or  upon  my  arrival  in  the 
principality,  I  have  perhaps  feen 
a  draggling  fwallow  or  {'wallows  ; 
but  upon  the  weather  growing 
more  fevere,  they  have  difappear- 
ed  perhaps  for  a  fortnight  or 
Vol.  XXIV. 
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more,  fo  that  I  never  have  been 
able  to  procure  any,  though  I 
have  fent  people  out  with  guns  to 
{hoot  them.  My  inducement  was 
to  examine  them  upon  their  firft 
appearance,  and  to  fee  in  what 
.plight  they  might  be,  both  as  to 
cafe  and  plumage ;  as  alfb  what 
they  might  feed  upon  before  many 
winged  infeCts  are  to  be  found. 

Upon  my  return  towards  Lon* 
don  I  have  commonly  feen  five  or 
fix  ikimming  over  the  river  Clwyd, 
near  the  gate  of  the  town  of  Ru¬ 
thin,  which  is  called  Porthydwr. 

After  this,  it  hath  commonly 
happened,  that  I  have  not  ob¬ 
ferved  any  of  this  tribe  of  birds 
but  $ t  the  didance  of  20,  30,  or 
40  miles,  and  this  always  de¬ 
pending  upon  the  approach  to 
rivers  or  ponds,  fo  that  I  could 
be  tolerably  certain  where  I  mighc 
expect  to  obferve  them. 

Thefe  circumdances  feem  to  me 
very  decifive,  that  fwallows  are 
concealed  near  the  place  where 
they  begin  to  appear  ;  and  on  fird  ' 
confideratitfn  of  thefe  faCts  it  may 
be  perhaps  inferred,  that  thefe 
birds  are  all  to  be  found  under 
the  water;  it  mud  however  be 
recollected,  that  they  probably 
procure  more  food  in  fuch  ficua- 
tions  when  on  the  wing,  whatever 
may  have  been  their  winter  reli- 
dence.  By  the  latter  end  of  April 
the  fwallow-tribe  appears  in  num¬ 
bers.  / 

I  (hall  now  date  fuch  faCts  as  I 
have  myfelf  obferved,  or  received 
from  ingenious  correfpondents,  in. 
relation  to  each  fpecies  of  {wal¬ 
low,  and  without  hefuatlon  make 
my  own  inferences,  leaving  them 
to  be  corrected  by  thofe  who  may 
be  more  fortunate  in  collecting 
more  decifive  indance*. 

F  *  I  dial! 
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I  (hall  begin  with  the  f'waliow, 
as  Mr.  Pennant  does  in  bis  Brl- 
tilli  Zoology  ;  and  premife  that 
I  mean  the  fpecies  whofe  tail  is 
mod  forked,  and  which  is  marked 
with  a  red  fpot  on  the  forehead 
and  chin. 

This  bird  appears  the  firfi  of  its 
tribe,  and  (as  1  conceive  at  lead) 
hides  itfelf  under  water  during 
the  winter,  becaufe,  in  the  few 
inilances  ’where  the  relater  hath 
been  able  to  particularize  the 
fpecies  thus  found,  it  hath  happen¬ 
ed  to  be  a  fwallow. 

There  is  fcarcely  a  treatife  on 
ornithology,  written  in  the  nor¬ 
thern  parts  of  Europe,  which  does 
not  allude  to  the  fubmerfion  of 
fwallows  during  the  winter,  as  a 
fa£l  aimed  as  well  known  as  their 
peopling  the  air  daring  the  f u m - 
iner  5  and  becaufe  the  name  of 
Linnaeus  is  refpedted  by  moil  of 
the  incredulous  on  this  head,  I 
copy  from  him  the  following  words 
in  the  defcription  of  the  bird. 

“  Hi r undo  [ Rnjiica] ,  habitat 
in  Europe  domibus  infra  tedium, 
unaque  cum  urhica  demergitur, 
vereque  emergR.” 

It  is  alfo  clear  from  the  ex- 
predion  of  demurgilur  (though  per¬ 
haps  not  clafiical)  that  this  na- 
turaliil  conceived  thefe  birds  hid 
themfelves  under  water  during 
the  winter;  and  it  is  to  be  oh- 
ferved,  that  he  fee  ms  to  have  dat¬ 
ed  it  after  a  proper  examination, 
becaufe  in  the  Fauna  Sueeica, 
publilhed  five  years  before,  he 
omits  the  mention  of  this  circum¬ 
stance. 

As  the  inilances  of  finding  fwal¬ 
lows  under  water  are  moil  com¬ 
mon  in  the  northern  parts  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  I  ihall  begin  with  the  telli- 


mony  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
part  of  the  globe, 

Mr.  Peter  Brown,  a  Norwegian 
and  ingenious  painter,'  informs  me, 
that  from  the  age  of  6  to  17, 
whilfl  he  was  at  fchool  near  Sheen, 
he  with  his  companions  hath  con- 
ilantly  found  fwallows  in  numbers 
torpid  under  the  ice,  which  co¬ 
vered  bogs,  and  that  they  have 
often  revived  upon  being  brought 
info  a  warm  room. 

Baron  Rudbeck,  a  Swedifn  gen¬ 
tleman,  who  was  not  long  fines 
in  England,  hath  allured  me  that 
this  fact  was  fo  well  known  in 
Sweden  as  to  leave  no  doubt  with 
any  one. 

Mr.  Stephens,  A.  S.  S.  informs 
me,  that  when  he  was  14  years  of 
age*  a  pond  of  his  father’s  (who 
was  vicar  of  Shrivenham  in  Berk- 
fhire)  was  cleaned  during  the 
month  of  February,  that  he  picked 
up  himfelf  a  duller  of  three  or 
four  fwallows  (or  martins)  which 
were  caked  together  in  the  mud, 
that  the  birds  were  carried  into 
the  kitchen,  on  which  they  fooa 
afterwards  Hew  about  the  room, 
in  the  pretence  of  his  father,  mo¬ 
ther,  and  others,  particularly  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Pye.  Mr.  Stephens  alfo 
told  me  that  his  father  obferved  at 
the  time,  he  had  read  of  fimilar 
inilances  in  the  northern  writers. 
Though  I  have  dated  thefe  birds 
to  have  been  either  fwallows  or 
martins,  I  rather  fuppofe  them  to 
have  been  the  former,  from  their 
being  found  under  water. 

The  compilers  of  the  Encyclo¬ 
pedic  (art.  Mcrt.)  have  inferted 
the  following  obfervation  and  fadl 
in  relation  to  fwallows  difcovered 
in  the  fame  Situation. 

“  Piufieurs  oifeaux  paTent  aulii 

tons 
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tout  1’hyver  fous  les  eaux,  telles 
font  les  birondelies ,  qui  loin  d’a’Ier 
fiuivant  Verreur  populairs  fort  accre¬ 
ditee,  dans  les  climats  plus  chauds, 
fe  precipitenc  au  fond  de  la  mer, 
des  lacs,  &  des  rivieres.  Sec.” 

It  is  there  alfo  Hated,  that  Mr. 
Falconet,  a  phyfician,  living  at 
Paris,  had  feen  in  one  of  the  pro¬ 
vinces,  “  une  mafie  de  terre  que 
les  pecheurs  avoient  tiree  de  l’eau  ; 
apres  avoir  lavee  &  debrouillee, 
il  appercut  que  ce  n’etoit  autre 
chofe  qu’un  amas  d’hirondelles,” 
which,  on  being  brought  to  the 
lire,  revived,  the  fifhers  declaring 
that  this  was  not  uncommon. 

The  late  ingenious  Mr.  Stilling* 
fleet  informs  us,  that  one  fwal- 
iovv’s  being  found  at  the  bottom 
of  a  pond  in  winter,  and  brought 
to  life  by  warmth,  was  attefied 
to  him  by  a  gentleman  of  charac- 
ter.  ? 

Some  years  ago  the  moat  of 
Aix-la-Chapelle  was  cleaned  dur¬ 
ing  the  month  of  Qflober,  and 
the  water  let  out  for  that  purpofe, 
when  on  the  fides  of  the  moat, 
and  much  below  the  parts  which 
had  been  covered  with  water,  a 
great  number  of  fwaliows  were 
ieen  to  all  appearance  dead,  but 
their  plumage  not  impaired. 

Du  Tertre  mentions,  that  a 
Ruluan  of  credit  had  told  him, 
that,  a  piece  of  ice  in  a  village  of 
Mufcovy  having  been  brought  into 
a  houfe  with  fwaliows  in  it,  they 
all  revived. 

There  are  feveral  reafons  why 
fwaliows  fhould  not  be  frequently 
thus  found ;  ponds  are  feldom 
cleaned  in  the  winter,  as  it  is 
fuch  cold  work  for  the  labourers, 
and  the  fame  inftindi  which 
prompts  the  bird  thus  to  conceal 
jtfelf,  inHru&s  it  to  choofe  fuch  a 
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place  of  fecurity,  that  common 
accidents  will  not  difeover  it. 

But  the  HrongeH  reafon  for  fuch 
accounts  not  being  more  nume¬ 
rous,  is,  that  fadls  of  this  fon  t  are 
fo  little  attended  to  ;  for  though 
was  born  within  half  a  mile  of  the 
pen.i  near  Shrivenham,  and  have 
always  had  much  curiofity  with 
regard  to  the  natural  hi'lory  au 
animals,  yet  I  never  heard  a  fylla- 
ble  about  this  very  material  and 
interellifig  intelligence  till  very 
lately. 

To  thefe  inHances  I  mull  al  fo 
add,  that  fwaliows  may  be  con- 
Hantly  taken  in  the  month  of 
O&ober,  during  the  dark  nights, 
whilft  they  fit  on  the  willows  in 
the  Thames  ;  and  that  one  may 
aimoH  inftantaneoufly  fill  a  large 
fack  with  them,  hecaufe  at  this  time 
they  will  not  Hir  from  the  twigs, 
when  you  lay  your  hands  upon 
them.  This  looks  very  much  like 
their  beginning  to  be  torpid  be¬ 
fore  they  hide  themfelves  under 
the  water. 

A  man  near  Brentford  fays, 
that  he  hath  caught  them  in  this 
Hate  in  the  eyt  onpofite  to  that 
town,  even  fo  l2te  as  November. 

I  (hall  conclude  the  proofs  on 
this  firH  head  by  the  dignified  tef- 
timony  of  Sigifmond  King  of  Po- 
*  land,  who  affirmed,  on  his  oath, 
to  Cardinal  Cornmendon,  that  he 
had  frequently  feen  fwaliows 
which  were  found  at  the  bottom 
of  lakes. 

I  (bail  now  proceed  to  the  fe- 
cond  fpccies  of  the  fwallow-tribe, 
called  a  martin ,  which  hath  no 
colours  but  black  and  white,  hath, 
a  fhorter  tail  than  the  preceding, 
and  builds  commonly  under  the 
eaves  of  houfes. 

J  may  be  mifiaken,  but  I  (hall 
F  z  her® 
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here  again  hazard  a  conjeftare 
that  this  fpecies  does  not  hide  it- 
felf  under  water  during  the  win¬ 
ter,  but  rather  in  the  crevices  of 
rocks  or  other  proper  lurking 
places  above  ground,  as  molt  of 
thole  which  have  been  difcover- 
ed  in  luch  fttuations  have  been 
martins. 

The  inftances  of  this  fort  are  fo 
numerous  from  all  parts,  that  to 
bring  them  within  a  moderate 
eompafs  I  mu  ft  only  feletl  a  few 
of  them  ;  promihng  thofe  who  are 
incredulous,  that  I  can  moft  rea¬ 
dily  furnilh  many  more  than  I  lhall 
now  produce. 

I  lhall  begin  with  a  letter  dated 
at  Towyn  in  Merionethlhire, 
dated  March  22,  1773. 

Extradl  from  a  Letter  relative  to 
torpid  Martins. 

Towyn,  Msricnetbjhirs 3 
Sir,  March  22,  1773. 

1  received  yours  ;  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  your  defire  I  made  as  much 
enquiry  as  J  could  concerning  the 
i  wallows.  Richard  Hugh,  a 
boatman  at  Aberdvfyny,  tells  me, 
that  he  lived  with  Mr.  Anwil  about 
twenty  years  ago,  when  they 
were  found  by  Mr.  Anwil  him- 
felf,  who  ordered  him,  with  fome 
others  of  his  fervants,  to  go  along 
with  him  to  fee  them ;  and  the 
laid  Richard  Hugh  really  believes 
that  there  were  fome  thoufands  of 
them ;  and  Mr.  Anwil,  with  his 
own  hand,  put  fome  of  them  into 
a  part  of  the  cliff  which  remained 
in  the  rock,  they  could  ac  ftrft 
Scarcely  perceive  life  in  them,  but 
/icon  they  began  to  crawl  a  little, 
then  they  carried  fome  into  the 
home,  and  held  them  near  the 
hre,  when  they  became  pretty 


lively.  Richard  Hugh  cannot 
recolledft  who  was  the  perfon  that 
faw  them  befide  himfeif  and  Mr. 
Anwil,  neither  can  he  remember 
exactly  what  month  it  was  ;  but 
he  is  ready  to  make  oath,  that  it 
was  a  very  uncommon  time  of  year 
to  fee  fwallows,  and  to  the  belt  of 
his  memory  it  was  either  the  lat¬ 
ter  end  of  January  or  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  February.  I  went  to 
Mr.  Griffith  Evans  at  Tymaur, 
to  aik  whether  he  had  heard  any 
thing  of  them  ;  and  he  told  me, 
that  he  now  well  remembers  to 
have  heard  Mr.  Anwil  telling  a 
deal  about  them,  how  remark¬ 
able  it  was  to  fee  them  at  fuch  time 
of  the  year,  and  he  believes  it  was 
about  twenty  years  ago  ;  and  Mr. 
Griffith  Evans  fays  he  is  pofitive 
that  it  is  true.  Alfo  one  Hugh 
Richard,  a  very  credible  old  man 
in  this  town,  fays,  that  he  really 
heard  Mr.  Anwil  mentioning 
them. 

I  have  another  account  of  the 
fame  fort  with  regard  to  fwallows 
(or  martins)  being  difcovered, 
about  16  years  ago,  at  Yew-Law 
Caftle,  near  Hawarden,  in  Flint- 
Ih  ire. 

I  have  received  alfo  the  fame 
kind  of  information  relative  to 
torpid  fwallows,  in  Carnarvon- 
Ihire,  and  Cailleton  in  Derby- 
(hire. 

Sir  William  Bellers  told  the 
late  Dr.  Chauncey  that  he  hap¬ 
pened  to  ft  op  at  a  fiffiermanV 
houfe  in  Cornwall,  whole  net  had 
been  much  torn  by  a  large  clod  of 
earth,  which,  upon  being  examin¬ 
ed,  was  very  full  of  fwallows,  that 
awaked  from  their  torpidity  upon 
being  brought  near  the  fire.  I 
should  rather  fuppofe  however  that 
they  were  martins,  from  the  cir- 
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'Oumftance  of  their  being  found  in 
a  large  clod  of  earth,  which  had 
probably  dropt  from  the  bank  a 
little  while  before. 

By  a  letter  from  Dr.  Finley, 
Provoft  of  the  college  of  New- 
Jerfey,  dated  May  i,  1765,  t0 
the  late  Dr.  Chandler,  and  foon 
afterwards  communicated  to  the 
Royal  ’Society,  it  appears  that  the 
fame  notion  prevails  in  America, 
with  regard  at  leaft  to  fome  fpe- 
cies  of  their  fwallows.  Kalm  alio 
mentions  their  being  found  torpid 
in  holes  and  clefts  of  rocks  near 
Albany. 

Dr.  Pallas  gives  an  account 
that  on  the  i  Sth  of  March  a  fwal- 
low  (perhaps  martin)  was  brought 
to  him,  near  Ufa,  which  had 
been  found  in  a  field,  to  all  ap¬ 
pearance  lifelefs,  but  having  re¬ 
mained  a  quarter  of  an  hour  in  a 
warm  room,  it  flew  about,  and 
lived  fome  days,  till  killed  by  ac¬ 
cident. 

Mr.  Cornilh,  an  ingenious  fur- 
geon,  who  refldes  at  T  otneis  in 
Devonlhire,  was  fifhing  in  the  ri¬ 
ver  Dart,  at  the  beginning  of 
November,  1774*  and  on  a  very 
warm  day  obferved  fevera)  mar¬ 
tins  ifluing  from  fome  large  rocks, 
overgrown  with  ivy  and  thicket. 
On  this  appearance,  at  fuch  a 
time  of  the  year,  he  debited  from 
his  amufement,  that  he  might 
more  attend  to  the  motions  of 
thefe  birds,  which  had  been 
brought  out  of  their  winter-quar¬ 
ters  by  the  finenefs  of  the  weather, 
the  fun  at  that  time  firming  ftrong 
on  the  rocks.  They  continued  to 
flit  backwards  and  forwards  for 
almoft  half  an  hour,  keeping  very 
near  together,  and  never  flying. in 
.a  direct  line,  nor  when  at  the  far- 
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thelt  above  a  hundred  yards  dif- 
tant  from  the  rocks,  ‘  clofer  to 
which  they  now  as  the  fun  low¬ 
ered)  began  to  gather  very  faft. 
Their  numbers  were  then  leflened 
conflderably,  and  in  a  very  Ihort: 
time  they  all  returned  to  the  fif- 
fures  of  the  rocks,  from  whence 
they  had  been  induced  to  ven¬ 
ture  out  by  the  warmth  of  the 
evening.  Mr.  Cornifh  concludes 
this  account  by  aflerting  very 
pofitively,  that  there  was  not  one 
lwallow  amongft  thefe  martins. 

The  fame  ingenious  naturalift 
afterwards  mentions,  that  he  hath 
feen  .martins  at  Totnefs  in  the 
months  of  December  and  January, 
though  he  never  obferved  a  fwal- 
low  at  that  feafon  ;  in  which  fact 
he  is  confirmed  by  a  perfon  whofe 
name  is  Didham,  and  who  favy 
two  martins  on  the  26th  of  De¬ 
cember  at  a  place  called  SyfFer- 
ton. 

I  fnall  here  fubjoin  other  fads 
of  the  fame  kind,  which  I  have 
received  from  the  fame  good  au¬ 
thority. 

Mr.  Manning,  a  furgeon  of  re¬ 
putation  in  Kingfbridge,  when  a 
boy,  and  in  iearch  of  fparrows 
neks,  on  a  headland  called  the 
Hope,  pulled  out  from  under  the 
thatch  of  an  uninhabited  houfe 
great  numbers  of  fwallows  (or 
martins)  which  he  confidered  as 
dead,  but  they  afterwards  reviv¬ 
ed  ;  and  their  number  amounted 
■to  more  than  40.  Mr.  Manning 
recolleds  the  fact  at  prefent  as  if 
it  had  been  more  recent,  and 
likewiie  remembers,  that  the  plu¬ 
mage  was  in  perfed  order  ;  which 
was  the  cafe  alfo  with  fome  mar¬ 
tins,  which  I  received  myfelf  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter,  from  Caraertov 
F  3 


in.  Somerfetfhire,  in  which  there 
was  not  the  leail  mark  of  putre¬ 
faction. 

Another  perfon  drew  out  a  great 
number  of  martins  from  the  wall 
of  an  old  cattle  in  Wales  during 
winter,  and  the  heat  of  his  hands 
recovered  fome  of  them  fo  as  to 
ii  y 

Again,  a  plumber  in  Mr,  Cor- 
ij. Ik’s  neighbourhood  hath  made 
a  folemn  depofition,  that  being 
at  work  on  the  leads  of  Foraby- 
lioufe  (fituated  on  the  fea-coafl 
in  Torbay)  early  in  the  fpring, 
be  found  in  Tome  of  the  citterns 
feveral  martins  :  that  he  at  firtt 
believed  them  to  be  dead  ;  but  as 
they  looked  not  at  all  decayed, 
he  began  to  fuppofe  they  might 
be  only  aileep,  and  that  in  con.- 
fequence  of  this  idea,  curioficy 
tempting  him  to  hold  one  of  them 
in  his  hand  for  a  few  minutes,  the 
bird  became  ttrong  enough  to  fly 
two  or  three  yards, 

Kyrcher  fpeaks  of  a  deep  cavern 
high  up  the  Teverone,  which  the 
mountaineers  told  him  was  never 
left  by  the  fwallows  in  winter. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Bofworth  ob~ 
ferved  five  fwallows  (or  martins) 
creep  out  of  the  wall  of  Merton 
College,  Oxford,  during  the 
month  of  January,  which  returned 
again  to  their  dormitories  on  the 
weather  becoming  colder. 

Mr,  Hooper,  F.  R.  S.  hath  in¬ 
formed  me,  that  martins  were  feen 
at  Chriflchurch  in  Hampfliire  fo 
late  as  Chriftmas,  in  1772,  when 
the  flies  alfo  began  to  be  trouble¬ 
some.  I  final l  here  fubjoin  the 
words  of  a  letter  on  this  fubjedt 
from  an  eye-witnefs  :  iS  As  my 
neighbours  and  fe'lf  were  handing 
in  the  churchyard’,  we  told  four¬ 
teen  Qi}  the  wing'  at  one  tinie. 


near  the  eafl  end  of  the  church, 
and  could  fee  others  flying  about 
over  my  houfe,  and  different  parts 
of  the  town.”  Mr.  Rickman 
went  home,  and  immediately 
wrote  the  following  memorandum 
in  his  almanack:  “  Dec.  9,  1772. 
This  day  a  confide  table  number 
of  martins  or  fwallows  were  feen 
round  the  church.  They  were  in 
indefinite  numbers  (as  during  the 
fummer),  and  flew  with  as  much 
velocity  as  at  that  time  of  the 
year.  They  decreafed  daily  till 
the  23d  of  December,  after  which 
1  have  not  heard  of  one  being 
feen.” 

T  have  alfo  received  an  account 
of  two  fwallows  or  martins  appear¬ 
ing  on  the  21ft  of  December,  in 
this  fame  year,  <zn'z.  3772,  at  or 
near  the  town  of  Pool,  in  Dor- 
fetfhire. 

I  am  laflly  informed,  by  an  in¬ 
telligent  fervant  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Mr.  Mackenzie,  that  being 
with  his  matter  at  Lord  Strafford's 
in  Yorkihire,  feven  dr  eight  years 
ago,  the  latter  end  of  October,  a 
converfation  began  with  the  game- 
keeper  about  fwallows  eroding  the 
feas  ;  which  the  game-keeper  dif- 
believed,  becaufe  he  faid  he  could 
then  carry  any  one  to  fome  neigh- 
bearing  coalworks,  where  he  was 
fare  of  finding  them  by  that  time. 
On  this  many  of  the  fervants  at¬ 
tended  him  to  the  coalpits,  where 
feveral  martins  were  obferved  in  a 
torpid  flate,  but  (hewed  motions 
of  life  upon  their  being  brought 
near  to  the  fire. 

Moil  of  thefe  inflances  are  fo 
well  attefied,  that  I  conceive  it 
cannot  be  aifputed  by  any  one, 
that  martins  at  lead  appear  occa- 
fionally  throughout  the  winter, 
whenever  the  weather  is  remark¬ 
ably 
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ably  mild,  and.  which  agrees  with 
what  Sir  William  Hamilton  hath 
informed  me,  in  relation  to  his 
Scarcely  ever  palling  between  Na¬ 
ples  and  Puzzuoli  without  feeing 
dome  of  thefe  birds,  when  the  fea- 
ion  at  that  time  of  the  year  was 
temperate. 

With  regard  to  the  third  fpe- 
cies  of  fwallovvs,  the  fand  martin, 
I  have  never  been  able  to  collect 
a  deciflve  inftance  of  their  being 
obferved  at  all  during  the  winter, 
though  poffibly  fometimes  not  dif- 
tinguifhed  from  the  more  com¬ 
mon  martin  ;  I  will  not  therefore 
pretend  to  conje&ure  what  may  be 
their  peculiar  lurking  places, 
though  I  conceive  that  they  un¬ 
doubtedly  have  fuch.  I  have 
however  been  negatively  informed 
that  they  are  not  found  in  the 
holes  where  they  make  their  nefts. 
This  bird  is  commonly  fo  diftant 
from  the  habitation  of  man,  and 
is  fo  much  in  the  dark,  that 
its  habits  are  not  eafily  attended 
to. 

As  for  the  fourth  fpecies,  call¬ 
ed  the  fruiift,  which  is  well  known 
by  its  fuperior  fize,  and  being 
almoft  entirely  black,  Linnaeus  af- 
feres,  that  it  winters  in  the  holes 
of  churches. 

I  have  however  the  following 
inftance  of  their  fometimes  choof- 
ing  other  places  of  concealment. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Williams,  of 
Bifhop’s  Waltham  in  Hampfhire, 
found  three  fwifts  in  the  battle¬ 
ments  of  an  old  flint  tower  be¬ 
longing  to  tflat  town  during  the 
winter,  which  being  brought  into 
a  warm  room  fnewed  figns  of  life, 
but  afterwards  hanging  them  up 
in  a  paper  bag  clofe  to  the  kitchen 
fire  they  were  either  ltifled  by  the 
fclofenefs  of  the  bag,  or  killed  by 
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the  too  great  heat.  See  alfo  an 
inftance  of  three  fwifts  being  found 
in  an  old  oak  during  the  winter, 
which,  on  being  laid  before  the 
Are,  foon  recovered  ftrength 
enough  to  fly  about  the  rpom, 
though  they  died  foon  after.  Art-- 
flotle  indeed  afterts,  that  in 
Greece  the  fvvift  never  diiappears, 

(pa.lllcTa.1  $ 0  fJLtV  UTTiic;  7TUCTCCV  wpctv. 

I  fh all  now  endeavour  to  cor¬ 
roborate  thefe  fa£ts  with  regard  to 
moft  of  the  fpecies  of  fwallows  be¬ 
ing  obferved  during  the  winter 
either  in  a  torpid  ftate,  or  on  the 
wing,  by  fome  other  proofs,  which 
feem  to  make  ftrongly  againft  the 
periodical  migration  of  fuch  birds 
acrofs  oceans. 

They  who  maintain  this  opi¬ 
nion,  always  fuppofe  that  theta 
birds  pafs  to  the  northward  upon 
the  approach  of  fpring,  in  great 
flocks  5  of  which  however  I  have 
not  been  able  to  find  any  inftance 
in  what  hath  been  printed  on  this 
fubjedl,  except  what  is  ftated  in 
the  Philofophical  Tranfa&ions,  of 
a  number  having  lighted  upon, 
the  fails  of  Sir  Charles  Wager’s 
fleet  in  the  Channel.  I  flatter 
myfelf  alfo,  that  I  have  (in  a 
previous  eflay)  fully  anfwered  any 
inferences  to  be  drawn  from  this 
relation  in  fupport  of  migration; 
and  muft  likevvife  repeat,  that 
fuch  inftances  muft  happen  as  re¬ 
gularly  as  the  return  of  the  fea- 
fons,  did  fwallows  then  pafs  to  the 
northward.. 

But  this  is  not  all,  as,  if  T  can 
depend  upon  my  own  obferva- 
tions,  as  well  as  thofe  of  others, 
fwallows  flipuld,  according  to  this 
fuppofition,  always  firft  appear  in 
flocks  op  the  fouthern  coaft:  of 
this  ifland  ;  whereas  they  are  fe#n 
but  in  fmall  numbers,  difperfed 
f  4  ajmoft 
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alrooft  equally  over  all  parts  of 
it,  and  if  any  cold  weather  hap¬ 
pens  they  then  immediately  dis¬ 
appear,  being  obferved  in  the  fame 
numbers  again  when  the  mild 
weather  is  more  confirmed,  and 
are  afterwards  joined  by  myriads 
from  every  lurking  "place  and  re¬ 
treat. 

All  animals  are  endowed  with 
a  providential  in  Hindi  to  avoid 
what  may  be  prejudicial  to  them, 
and  therefore  it  fihould  feem  that 
the  fwallow  tribe  would  never 
leave  the  coaft  of  Africa  in  their 
fpring  migration  to  the  north¬ 
ward  till  a  month  later  than  they 
generally  appear,  as  then  there 
would  be  no  occadon  for  a  fudden 
retreat  on  the  frofis,  which  are  fo 
frequently  experienced  in  the  early 
parts  of  our  fpring.  Lying  how¬ 
ever  in  their  torpid  fiate  they  can¬ 
not  redd  the  mild  influence  of  the 
firil  genial  weather,  but  know 
where  to  fee  are  themfelves  when 
it  becomes  fevere. 

That  the  fwa!3ow-tribe  are  con¬ 
cealed  during  the  winter,  not  far 
from  the  place  where  they  have 
been  hatched,  may  be  inferred 
from  the  following  fafts, 

Mr.  Stephens,  F.  S.  A.  hath 
informed  me  that  martins  conti¬ 
nued  to  have  a  neft  for  ib  years 
together  in  the  hall  of  an  old 
houfe  which  belongs  to  him  at 
Camerton  in  Somerfetfhire,  tho* 
'the  door  was  condantiy  fhut  dur¬ 
ing  the  night,  and  fometimes  for 
a  few  hours  during  day-light, 
when  the  parent  birds  mud  have 
been  not  a  little  impatient  to  feed 
their  nedlings. 

O 

The  fame  fa£l  hath  ’qeen  at- 
teded  to  me  by  Mr.  Sanxay,  with 
regard  to  the  porch  of  a  gentle¬ 
man’s  houfe  in  Derbyfhire,  though 


the  birds  did  not  continue  to  build 
for  fo  many  years  as  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  inftance. 

The  following  fadl  relates  to  a 
fwallow  which  built  for  two  years 
together  on  the  handles  of  a  pair 
of  garden  fheers,  that  were  duck 
up  againd  the  boards  in  an  out- 
houfe  ;  and,  what  is  dranger  dill, 
another  bird  of  the  fame  ipecies 
made  its  ned  on  the  wings  and 
body  of  an  owl  that  happened  by 
accident  to  hang  dead,  and  dry, 
from  the  rafter  of  a  barn.  This 
owl,  with  the  ned  on  its  wings 
and  eggs,  was  brought  to  Sir  Afh- 
ton  Lever,  who  defired  the  perfon 
that  furnifhed  him  with  this  cu- 
riefity  to  fix  a  large  (hell  where 
the  body  of  the  owl  had  hung. 

1  he  perfon  did  as  he  was  ordered, 
and  the  following  year  a  ned  was 
made  and  eggs  laid  in  the  ihell  by 
a  pair  of  fwallows. 

Now  it  is  clear,  from  thefe  well- 
attefted  indances,  that  both  mar¬ 
tins  and  fwallows  choofe  to  build, 
for  a  fuccedion  of  years,  in  the 
fame  place,  though  an  inconve¬ 
nient  one  ;  and  is  it  to  be  fup- 
pofed  that  they  condantly  return 
to  the  fame  fpot  from  the  coad  of 
Africa,  rather  than  they  ihould 
be  torpid  during  the  winter,  in 
no  very  didant  place  of  conceal¬ 
ment  ? 

But  they  who  maintain  that 
fwallows  periodically  leave  Europe 
and  proceed  to  Africa ,  rely  much 
upon  their  being  feen  to  congre¬ 
gate  not  long  before  they  difap- 
pear,  which  happens  however  with 
regard  to  many  other  birds,  and 
the  afiemblage  confids  of  the  fird 
brood,  who  are  left  by  their  pa¬ 
rents  to  fhift  for  themfelves,  fwal¬ 
lows  and  martins  uniting. 

This  therefore  feems  to  arife 

from 
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from  fuch  birds  considering  them- 
felves  as  rather  in  a  defencelefs 
Rate,  unlefs 

Defendit  numerus. 

That  this  is  the  fatt,  particu¬ 
larly  with  the  fwallow  tribe,  ap¬ 
pears  by  the  repeated  observations 
of  that  attentive  and  ingenious 
naturalift  the  Rev.  Mr.  White. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  fwal¬ 
low  and  martin  have  two  broods 
every  year,  and  confequently  that 
their  fir  ft  neltlings  muft  be  aban¬ 
doned  by  the  parents  :  how  there¬ 
fore  are  the  produce  of  the  firlt 
neit  to  be  condu&ed  over  the  At¬ 
lantic  from  Great  Britain  and  Ire¬ 
land,  to  Africa? 

How  alfo  can  it  be  expelled, 
that  the  Second  brood,  which  1 
have  known  myfelf  to  be  hatched 
in  Oblober,  fhould  be  equal  to 
fuch  a  paffage,  in  which  they 
have  no  infedls  to  feed  upon,  and 
in  which  they  never  Seem  to  have 
been  obferved  by  any  Ship  at  a 
considerable  diitance  from  land, 
or  by  any  perfon  on  fhore,  who 
can  properly  affert  that  they  were 
bent  on  fuch  periodical  migra¬ 
tion  ? 

1  will  here  add  an  observation 
which  relates  to  the  Swift  only. 
This  bird,  by  the  length  of  its 
wings,  is  certainly  better  calcu¬ 
lated  for  a  long  flight  than  any 
of  the  fwallow-tribe,  and  yet  it  is 
the  lateft  comer,  and  disappears 
the  earliefl  of  this  whole  genus, 
long  before  the  in  feds  on  which  it 
feeds  are  wanting. 

But  this  is  not  all.  When  this 
bird  is  firft  feen  in  the  fpring  it 
is  all  over  of  a  gloffy  dark  loot 
colour  ^except  their  chins,  which 
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are  white)  ;  but  by  being  for  a 
confiderable  time  in  the  fun  and 
air,  they  become  weather-beaten 
and  bleached  before  they  difap- 
pear. 

Now  would  not  this  alteration 
in  the  colour  be  occafioned  by 
their  paffage  over  the  Atlantic, 
and  do  we  not  know  that  the 
quicker  the  motion  is,  and  the 
longer  continued  without  inter- 
miffion,  the  more  our  own  fkins 
and  hair  are  changed;  and  are  we 
not  to  fiippofe  that  the  fame  ef¬ 
fects  will  be  produced  on  the  fea¬ 
thers  and  hairs  of  other  animals  ? 

I  will  now  beg  leave  to  fiate 
another  obje&ion  to  the  migra# 
tion  of  fwallows  from  Europe  to 
Africa,  which  is,  that  if  this  con- 
jedlure  is  true,  the  fame  thing 
mull  hold  with  regard  to  the  nor¬ 
thern  and  fouthern  parts  of  Aha. 
On  the  contrary,  I  am  informed, 
that  fwallows  hide  themfelves  in 
the  banks  of  the  Ganges  during 
what  are  called  the  winter  months 
in  that  part  of  the  world.  Du 
Tertre  likevvife  mentions,  that 
the  few  fwallows  feen  in  the  Ca- 
ribbee  Iflands  are  only  obferved  in 
the  fummer,  as  in  France. 

Now  we  are  allured,  by  Dr. 
Pallas,  that  they  have  not  only 
fwallows  in  Ruffia  and  Siberia, 
but  that  on  the  banks  of  the 
Okka,  which  empties  itfelf  into 
the  Wolga,  in  N.  Lat.  57,  on 
froil  taking  place  about  the  4th  of 
Aug u ft,  they  difappeared  for  that 
year. 

Thefe  birds  therefore  fhould, 
according  to  the  hypothefis  of  mi¬ 
gration,  have  been  palling  to  the 
more  fouthern  parts  of  Aha,  but 
I  do  not  find  it  obferved  by  any 
Afiatic  traveller  that  they  have 
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the  fame  fpecies  of  hiru n dines 
with  us,  or  that  they  are  only  leen 
in  thofe  parts  during  our  winter.7 

Between  what  hath  been  ad¬ 
vanced  in  the  preceding  and  pre- 
fent  differtations,  the  arguments 
again  fi:  the  periodical  migration  of 
fwallows  have  filled  many  pages, 
and  it  may  be  right  .to  bring  them 
to  a  conciufipn,  by  anfwering  an 
objection  which  is  much  relied 
upon  by  thofe  who  maintain  the 
contrary  opinion. 

It  is  frequently  afked  by  thefe, 
where  and  when  the  (Wallow 
moults,  if  this  does  not  happen  in 
parts  of  the  globe  to  the  foyth- 
ward  of  Europe. 

To  this  I  do  not  pretend  to  an¬ 
swer  by  informing  them  where  or 
when  thefe  birds  change  their 
feathers ;  but  I  may  equally  a  Ik 
the  quellion  with  regard  to  nine 
of  the  birds  out  of  ten  which 
have  been  defcribed  by  naturaliits, 
beeayfe  we  are  entirely  uninform¬ 
ed  about  this  matter,  except  in 
gelation  to  thofe  which  we  ufually 
eat,  or  keep  in  cages. 

It  is  true,  that  moll,  if  not  all 
of  thefe,  commonly  moult  with 
great  regularity  ;  but  it  is  alfo 
known  that  there  are  often  ex¬ 
ceptions  to  every  general  obferva- 
tion  or  rule  ;  nor  do  I  fee  why  it 
is  more  neceffary  that  every  bird 
Ihould  moult,  than  that  every  fifh 
Ihould  not  have  wings,  which 
would  have  been  moll;  confidently 
maintained  by  the  old  naturalills 
who  were  unacquainted  with  the 
flying  fifh. 

Again,  it  is  part  of  the  known 
definition  of  a  bird  to  be  an  ani¬ 
mal  covered  with  feathers,  and 
yet  thofe  of  the  caffowary  and 
fhe  filky  fowl  of  the  Eall  Indies 
rather  lefemble  hairs  than  plu¬ 


mage  5  and  this  is  the  cafe  fo 
flrongly  with  the  latter,  that  it 
hath  given  occafion  to  the  impo- 
fition  at  Bruffels,  where  they  are 
(hewn  as  the  mixed  breed  of  a, 
fowl  and  rabbit. 

I  therefore  do  not  conceive  it 
to  be  abfolutely  neceffary  that 
this  tribe  of  birds  fhould  change 
their  feathers  at  all,  or  perhaps 
they  may  do  fo  only  the  fecond  or 
third  year,  and  at  a  time  •differ¬ 
ent  from  that  in  which  other  birds 
moult. 

But  I  will  now  afk  the  diredl 
queflion  of  the  partifans  of  migra¬ 
tion,  whether  the  feathers  are  re¬ 
newed  whim  the  fwallow-tribe  are 
in  Africa  during  the  winter? 

Now  in  all  the  birds  which  we 
are  well  acquainted  with,  moult¬ 
ing  begins  in  the  autumn  ;  and 
therefore  if  fw'allows  drop  their 
plumage  in  Africa  during  the 
winter,  it  is  nearly  as  much  con¬ 
trary  to  what  happens  in  relation 
to  the  change  of  feathers  in  other 
birds,  as  the  not  being  liable  tQ 
any  change  at  all. 

It  is  not  alfo  abfolutely  impof- 
fible  that  thefe  birds  may  moult 
during  the  time  of  their  conceaE 
ment,  to  which  the  fa£t  already 
mentioned  of  the  fwift’s  plumage 
being  moft  bright  and  gloffy, 
when  it  drib  appears  in  the  fpring, 
feems  to  give  fome  countenance, 
and  Arifiotle  afferts,  that  this 
happens  to  the  rgvyu*  (common¬ 
ly  rendered  the  turtle-dove)  \vhilft 
it  is  hid. 

Flow  little  do  we  know,  with 
accuracy,  in  relation  to  the  re¬ 
newal  of  our  own  hair  ;  which  I 
rather  believe  to  be  brought  about 
by  fuch  degrees  as  to  be  aim  oil  imr 
perceptible  j  nor  are  the  hair-cut- 
tersj,  ©r  frifeurs,  perhaps  capable 
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of  giving  us  any  material  informa¬ 
tion  on  this  head. 

Whatever  weight,  however,  thefe 
anfwers  may  be  thought  to  carry 
with  them,  it  is  as  much  incum¬ 
bent  upon  thofe  who  maintain  the 
migration  ot  nvallows  from  Eu¬ 
rope  to  Africa,  to  inform  us 
where  and  when  they  moult,  as  it 
is  upon  thofe  who  deny  that  they 
pafs  from  one  continent  to  ano¬ 
ther. 


An  Account  of  the  If  and  of  Corlica  ; 
from  the  Appendix  to  the  private 
Life  of  Lewis  XV.  Trarfiated 
from  the  French  by  J.  O.  Jufta- 
mond,  F.  R.  S. 

The  in  and  .of  Corfica  is  fi- 
tuated  in  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean,  between  39  and  42  degrees 
latitude,  lying  between  theifland  of 
Sardinia  to  the  fouth,  and  the  coaiis 
of  Italy  to  the  north.  Its  greateft 
length  is  from  Capo  Bonifacio  to 
the  fouth,  as  far  as  Capo  Corfo  to 
the  north  ;  this  makes  160  Italian 
leagues.  Its  breadth  compre¬ 
hends  75  of  the  fame  leagues, 
from  Capo  Galien  to  the  well,  as 
far  as  the  lake  Urbino  to  the  eaft ; 
its  whole  circumference  is  reckoned 
to  amount  to  225  Italian  leagues. 

This  ihand  is  divided  in  ten  ju- 
rifdi&ions,  and  four  fiefs,  com- 
poling  68  pieces. 

By  pieces  we  are  to  underftand 
a  certain  number  of  leagues  in¬ 
cluded  under  the  fame  adminillra- 
tion,  although  they  are  depend¬ 
ent  on  feveral  parifhes  which 
compofe  each  jurifdiCtion. 

Of  thefe  ten  jurifdi&ions,  fix 
are  on  this  fide  the  mountains ; 
thefe  are  Capo  Corfo,  Balagna, 
Cal<vit  Bafia ,  Corto ,  AUeria  ;  and 


three  fiefs,  namely,  Nouza,  Brando, 
and  Canary. 

The  other  four  j urifdi&ions  are 
fituated  beyond  the  mountains  ; 
they  are  Vico ,  Ajaccio ,  Sartene , 
Bonifacio,  and  the  fief  of  Ifria . 

There  are  five  bifhopricks  in 
this  ifland,  Mariana,  lMebbio,  Alle~ 
ria ,  Ajaccio ,  and  Sagorne. 

The  interior  part  cf  the  lands 
is  covered  with  mountains,  feve¬ 
ral  of  which  are  planted  with  olive 
and  chefnut  trees,  and  furnifh 
pafture  for  the  flocks  ;  between 
thefe  heights  there  are  many  fer¬ 
tile  plains  ;  they  abound  in  vines, 
orange,  bergamot,  citron,  olive, 
and  feveral  other  fruit  trees.  Upon 
the  higheft  of  thefe  mountains, 
which  is  called  Cradanio ,  are  the 
lake  of  Cremo  and  of  Dino,  at  no 
great  diftance  from  each  other. 
From  the  firft,  iffue  the  rivers  of 
Liamono  and  Tar ig nano,  one  or 
which  flows  towards  the  weft, 
and  the  other  in  a  contrary  direc¬ 
tion  ;  that  of  Gaulo ,  iftues  from 
the  lake  Dino ,  and  difcharges  it- 
felf  into  the  fea  near  Mariana . 
Befide  thefe  three  rivers,  the  molt 
confiderable  in  the  ifland,  and 
which,  with  fome  expence,  might 
be  rendered  navigable,  there  are 
feveral  others ;  thefe  are  only  fmalt 
ftreams,  interfering  almoft  all  the 
plains,  and  which  would  render 
them  Hill  more  fertile,  if  their 
channels  were  multiplied. 

The  little  province  of  Balagna 
is  in  every  refpeCt  the  moft  abun¬ 
dant  of  Corfica  ;  that  of  Capo 
Corfo ,  although  the  moft  expofed, 
is  very  near  as  good  ;  and  ail,  or 
almoft  all  of  them,  require  only 
the  labour  of  the  cultivator. 

As  for  the  productions,  befides 
the  vines  I  have  mentioned,  which 
yield  a  white  and  red  wine,  that 
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might  with  care  be  made  compa¬ 
rable  to  the  wines  of  Candia ,  Cy¬ 
prus,  Syracufe ,  and  Malaga  ;  corn 
might  alfo  be  produced  there  in 
great  plenty,  if  the  territory  were 
fertilized  in  a  fmall  degree ;  and, 
notwithftanding  the  idlenefs  of 
the  inhabitants,  nature,  in  forrie 
meafure  too  luxuriant,  fometiir.es 
deceives  their  indolence,  and  pre- 
fents  them  with  a  very  abundant 
barveh.  There  is  no  want  of  cat¬ 
tle  ;  birds  of  all  kinds  are  to  be 
feen  here,  and  quantities' of  game, 
efpecially  the  red  -  legged  par¬ 
tridge,  During  the  winter  a  fuf- 
iicient  quantity  of  them  are  caught 
with  a  net,  to  furnifh  feverai 
towns  in  Italy.  This  feafon  like- 
wife  produces  a  quantity  of  black¬ 
birds,  which  are  in  no  eflimaticn 
any  where  elfe,  but  are  here  very 
delicate,  and  much  fought  after. 

There  is  therefore  nothing  want¬ 
ing  in  C'orfica  with  refpe£t  to  eat¬ 
ables,  except  good  cooks  to  drefs 
all  thefe  provifions.  But,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  articles  of  primary 
necefiity,  the  arts  and  commerce 
would  alfo  find  opportunities  to 
exert  themfelves. 

There  are  in  this  country  fe¬ 
verai  baths,  as  well  hot  as  cold  ; 
mineral  waters,  ferviceable  in  all 
kinds  of  difeafes ;  olive  -  trees, 
which  would  furnifh  a  considera¬ 
ble  oil  trade,  and  fit  to  fupply 
France ;  mulberry-trees  and  filk 
worms,  which,  with  indufiry  arid 
a&ivity,  would  enable  us  to  do 
without  the  filks  of  Italy;  timber 
for  mails,  and  fbip- building,  which 
would  indemnify  us  for  the  iofs 
of  that  of  Canada  ;  gold,  filver, 
copper,  and  iron  mines  ;  quarries 
of  marble  and  porphyry  ;  a  cryilal 
of  the  greateft  beauty,  by  the  di¬ 
vert  ty  of  its  colours,  and  which 


is  formed  in  the  mountain  o f  Borg- 
nano. 

In  general,  the  climate  of  the 
iOand  is  the  fineil  in  the  world. 
The  fky  is  never  darkened  two 
days  together.  There  is  fcarce 
any  winter  :  the  heats  of  the  fu mi¬ 
ni  er  are  moderated  in  the  moun¬ 
tains  by  the  north  winds  ;  they 
are  more  violent  in  the  towns  of 
BaJUa ,  St.  Fiorenzo ,  la  Gagliola s 
Calaji,  and  Ajaccio.  The  illneffes 
to  which  the  troops  are  fubjedl, 
are  attributed  to  the  heat  of  the 
air  ;  and  I  believe  they  proceed 
rather  from  want  of  good  water, 
which  thole  places  are  very  defi¬ 
cient  in  during  the  fummer,  but 
which  might  be  eafily  brought 
down  from  the  mountains. 

From  this  fhort  account.  Sir, 
you  will  readily  judge  of  the  truth 
of  my  fpeculations.  I  will  not 
difiemble,  that  thefe  advantages 
are  counterbalanced  by  the  enor¬ 
mous  expences  which  mull  be  in¬ 
curred  in  that  iiland,  to  fecure  it 
from  the  infults,  not  only  of  the 
natural  inhabitants,  whom  I  fup- 
poie  to  be  fubdued,  but  of  foreign¬ 
ers,  The  extent  of  its  coail,  and  the 
facility  of  landing  in  feverai  places, 
would  require  labours,  the  calcu¬ 
lation  of  which  is  alarming.  Moil: 
of  -the  towns  are  difmantled,  or 
very  imperfedlly  fortified  ;  the 
ports  either  filled  up  or  in  bad 
condition.  C&rto ,  formerly  the 
capital  of  the  ifland,  and  which 
hands  aim  oil  in  the  center  of  it, 
at  prefent  refembles  more  a  village 
than  a  city.  Bajlia  is  the  moil 
remarkable  town  ;  feverai  works 
have  already  begun  to  be  ere&ed 
there  ;  but  the  port,  in  which 
frigates  and  armed  barks  cannot 
enter,  ought  to  be  cleared.  On 
returning  to  the  weitern  coaft* 

wl 


NATURAL. 

we  find  Fiorenzo ,  a  town  in  the 
moft  ruinous  condition.  Its  gulph 
is  immenfe,  and  might  contain  a 
prodigious  number  of  fhips;  it  is 
more  than  a  league  over,  and 
runs  three  leagues  deep  into  the 
lands.  It  is  bordered  with  high 
mountains,  which  fhelter  it  from 
all  kinds  of  winds  except  the 
north-eaft.  The  harbour  is  filled 
with  rocks  near  the  furface  of  the 
water,  which  only  admit  boats  to 
land.  We  meet  next  with  la 
Qagliolay  which  has  a  bad  road, 
where  none  but  tartans  and  feluc¬ 
cas  can  land :  after  this  comes 
Cal'vi ,  the  port  of  which,  though 
very  large,  can  only  receive  fri¬ 
gates  of  a  moderate  lize  :  the  port 
of  Ajaccio  is  more  convenient,  and 
deeper  ;  fhips  may  caft  anchor 
there  in  the  midft  of  the  bafon. 
Bonifacio  terminates  the  point  of 
the  weftern  coaft,  where  there  is 
a  little  port,  good  and  fecure. 
At  the  eaftern  coaft  we  find  Porto 
Vecchio ,  the  moft  beautiful  port  of 
the  Mediterranean  ;  the  largeft 
fhips  can  enter  it ;  but  an  un- 
wholefome  air  prevails  in  the  city, 
which  has  occafioned  it  to  be  quite 
deferted,  fince  which  it  has  not 
been  poffible  to  repeople  it.  Along 
this  coaft,  as  far  as  Baftia,  which 
terminates  it,  we  find  nothing 
more  than  Alleria ,  almoft  de- 
ftroyed. 

You  may  conceive.  Sir,  how 
much  money  it  would  abforb  to 
render  fo  many  towns  and  ports, 
all  effential  ones,  of  any  ufe  ;  and 
at  which,  with  more  or  lefs  dan¬ 
ger,  a  foreign  enemy  might  land, 
and  convey  fuccours  to  the  revolt¬ 
ed  natives. 

The  villages  are  infinitely  more 
valuable  than  the  towns  ;  th<?y  are 
almoft  all  built  upon  little  maun- 
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tains,  and  in  fituations  fortified 
by  nature  ;  all  the  houfes  are  fur- 
nifhed  with  battlements,  arched 
ways,  and  terraces,  and,  being 
contiguous,  flank  and  defend  each 
other  ;  fo  that  each  of  thefe  places 
would  feem  to  require  a  liege,  of 
which  we  have  had  a  fmall  fpeci- 
men  in  the  villages  of  Barbagio 
and  of  Patrimonio . 

Another  unavoidable  expence, 
which  would  likewife  be  enor¬ 
mous,  is  that  of  the  roads ;  which 
it  would  be  neceftary  to  open 
throughout  the  whole  illand  :  in. 
a  word,  our  engineers,  upon  a 
grofs  calculation,  reckon  that  two 
hundred  millions  muft  be  facrificed 
to  put  the  illand  of  Corfica  in  the 
moft  flourilhing  fituation.  There 
is  no  doubt  but  that  it  would  one 
day  repay  the  expences  with  in- 
tereft  ;  but  are  we  able  to  form 
fuch  projeds  at  this  period  f  This 
is  a  matter  that  muft  be  referred 
to  our  good  and  wife  minifters  5 
it  is  certain  that  every  thing  an¬ 
nounces  the  delign  of  preferving 
this  country,  by  the  troops  which 
arrive  here  every  day,  and  by  the 
eftablifhments  of  all  kinds  that  are 
forming,  as  well  maritime,  as  mi¬ 
litary,  and  municipal. 

The  magiftraev  will  find  em¬ 
ployment  enough  here.  In  1739, 
at  the  time  of  the  firft  redu&ion  of 
this  illand  by  the  late  Marlhal 
Maillebois,  there  were  already 
reckoned  28,000  aftalIinations,com- 
mitted  with  impunity.  You  may 
judge  how  many  have  happened 
fince  that  period.  It  is  true  that 
Paoli  has  eft  abl  idled  a  kind  of  ju¬ 
dicature  among  his  people,  but  he 
is  not  powerful  enough  to  be  able 
to  exert  it  with  all  the  rigour 
which  the  ferocity  of  thfijg  people 
would  require.  Accordingly,  po¬ 
pulation 
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puiation  diminifiies  here  daily.  At 
that  time  the  number  of  inhabi¬ 
tants  amounted  to  1 16,000  men; 
but  at  prefent  we  fhould  not  cer¬ 
tainly  find  an  equal  number  there. 
It  would  be  neceffary  to  re-efiabli(h 
harmony  in  all  the  orders  of  the 
fiate,  confounded  together.  The 
right  of  nobility  has  been  taken 
away  by  the  Genoefe  from  the 
moil  ancient  families,  fo  that  there 
as  now  fcarce  any  difference  be¬ 
tween  thofe  who  have  formerly 
been  gentlemen,  and  the  peafants. 
There  were  no  more  offices,  no 
kind  of  education  for  children  ; 
and  the  republic  would  not  ad¬ 
mit  them  to  any  ecclefiafiical  or 
military  dignities.  Their  new 
chief  has  repaired  all  thefe  difor- 
ders  as  well  as  he  was  able,  that 
is  to  fay,  he  has  prevented  them 
from  increafmg  as  much  as  they 
otherwife  would.  His  precarious 
authority,  ever  tottering— -his  life 
even  every  inftant  in  danger- 
have  not  permitted  him  to  do  all 
the  good  he  wifhed,  and  of  which 
his  genius  and  wifdom  rendered 
him  capable. 

As  for  the  reft,  you  may  eafily 
conceive.  Sir,  by  this  account, 
from  whence  arifes  the  invincible 
hatred  of  the  Corficans  againil 
the  republic  :  the  latter  feems  to 
have  exerted  every  effort  to  de- 
firoy  thefe  people;  they  had  even 
forbidden  them  every  kind  of 
trade  :  annually  feized  upon  their 
oils  and  other  commodities  at  a 
very  low  price,  and  made  them 
pay  very  dear  for  fait,  iron,  cop¬ 
per,  and  the  other  articles  they 
might  want.  In  a  word,  they 
were  treated  more  like  favages, 
whom  it  was  intended  to  exter¬ 
minate,  than  like  fubjedts  who 
were  to  be  protedled.  It  is  to  be 


hoped  that  our  charadler  of  mild* 
nefs,  the  wifdom  of  our  govern¬ 
ment,  and  the  goodnefs  of  our 
laws,  will  repair  fo  many  evils, 
and  will  make  the  new  kingdom 
of  Corfica  fenfible  of  the  happi- 
nefs  of  living  under  the  dominion 
of  Lewis  the  well- beloved* 


The  Prefatory  Introduction  t& 
Scheele’r  Chemical  Obfervationi 
and  Experiments  on  Air ,  and  Fire + 
Written  by  Sir  Torbern  Berg¬ 
man,  (Knight  oyc  the  Order  of 
Wafa,  Profejfor  of  Chemifry  in 
the  XJ niverjity  ofUpfal,  F.  R,  S * 
&c.  &c.) 

MdE  fcience  of  nature  feems 
to  have  three  degrees.  The 
firft  fixes  our  attention  to  the  out * 
fidesy  and  teaches  us  to  colledl  ex¬ 
ternal  characters,  in  order  to  en¬ 
able  us  to  diftinguiih  various  na¬ 
tural  bodies  |  and  this  is  the  pro¬ 
per  objedt  of  natural  hiftory.  If 
we  penetrate  Hill  deeper  by  our 
contemplation,  and  examine  the 
general  qualities  of  matter  (its  ex¬ 
tent  fl  on  ,  impenetrability  and  <uis 
inertias)  in  regard  to  its  peculiar 
relations  ;  it  is  that  which  is  com¬ 
monly  called  natural  philofophy 
( Phyfica ).  But  chemiftry  is  the 
innermojl  party  fince  it  examines 
the  material  elements,  their  mix¬ 
tures,  and  proportions  to  one  ano¬ 
ther.  The  firff  teaches  us  the 
elementary  rudiments,  the  alpha¬ 
bet  of  the  great  book  of  nature; 
the  fecond  inftrudts  in  fpelling  5 
and  the  third,  to  read  diftindUy. 
The  two  firl’t  therefore  are  no 
more  than  fubfidiary  fciences, 
which  condudt  us  to  the  laft,  as 
the  proper  great  objedf. 

Since  all  fingie  qualities  of 
§  bodies 


1 


NATURAL 

bodies  depend  upon  their  ftrufture 
and  compoficion  ;  it  follows  ne- 
ceffarily,  that  all  our  occupa¬ 
tions  with  material  and  corporeal 
fubflances,  never  can  obtain  any 
degree  of  perfedlion,  without  the 
affiftance  of  natural  philofophy. 
And  fmce  commonly  the  proper 
intention  of  our  occupations  is  di- 
re&ed  either  to  our  health,  the 
necefiaries  of  life,  or  our  com¬ 
fort,  three  different  claffes  of 
practical  fciences  are  from  thence 
derived,  medicine,  hufbandry,  and 
the  arts.  We  fhall  in  the  molt 
concife  manner  confider  the  con¬ 
nection  of  chemiltry  with  each  of 
them. 

In  the  times  when  chemiltry 
was  chiefly  founded  on  various 
nonfenflcal  hypothefes,  and  was 
neverthelefs  applied  with  a  blind 
zeal  and  the  moft  perfett  confi¬ 
dence  not  only  to  the  cure  of  all 
infirmities  and  difeafes,  but  even 
to  the  obtaining  of  immortality 
itfelf ;  then  it  could  be  produc¬ 
tive  of  nothing  but  detriment  and 
mifchief  in  the  fcience  of  phyfic. 

We  have  no  knowledge  of  bo¬ 
dies  a  priori  :  every  intelligence 
about  them,  mult  be  acquired  by 
proper  obfervations  and  expert, 
ments.  But  to  difcover  and  pur- 
fue  fuch  experiments  as  really  il- 
luftrate  the  point  we  are  in  fearch 
of,  requires  not  only  fkill,  and  a 
peculiar  application,  but  alfo  the 
jmoft  impartial  love  of  truth  ;  in 
order  not  to  be  enfnared  by  the 
pleafing  defire  of  drawing  general 
conclusions  from  a  few  data  of 
precarious  certainty.  It  leffens  no 
doubt  our  trouble,  and  flatters 
our  vanity,  to  be  able  to  difdofe 
in  a  moment  the  whole  courfe  of 
nature.  Man  is  befides  naturally 
indolent,  and  much  inclined  to 
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be  captivated  by  imagination  more 
than  by  reality.  The  confeflion 
therefore,  that  we  really  know  no 
more  than  what  we  know,  is  even 
in  our  days,  when  the  experimen¬ 
tal  method  is  confldered  as  the 
only  right  and  true  method,  very 
difficult  and  humiliating  :  but 
fmce  all  fciences  have  their  roads 
of  error,  their  abufes  and  follies 
(which  unfortunately  always  fe- 
duce  the  greater  part  of  mankind) 
it  is  chiefly  owing  to  this  preci¬ 
pitation  and  fancy,  that  fuch 
monfters  are  produced. 

Every  thing  going  forward  in 
our  body,  is  done  either  in  a 
mechanical  or  in  a  chemical  way  ; 
fmce  the  operations  of  the  imma¬ 
terial  foul  having  nothing  to  do 
with  it.  Our  food  is  diffolved 
and  changed  on  its  road  in  paf- 
flng  from  the  mouth,  through  the 
itomach,  entrails  and  other  in-? 
teflines,  by  means  of  the  faliva , 
the  liquor  gajiricus ,  the  gall,  the 
chyle.  See.  fo  that  in  feveral 
places  various  matters,  are  pre¬ 
pared,  all  of  which  are  neceffary 
for  the  increafe  and  fupport  of 
the  machine  !  The  lungs  more¬ 
over  add  by  their  conftanc  motion, 
various  fubtle  particles  by  means 
of  the  abforbing  veffels,  and  again 
by  the  exhaling  <vfjfelsy  carry  off 
others.  The  lead  irregularity  in 
all  thefe  natural  functions,  lays 
of  courfe 'the  foundation  for  many 
infirmities  and  difeafes.  Thefe 
ought  to  be  prevented  or  cured 
by  fuch  medicines  as  have  nothing 
noxious  in  other  refpe&s  capable 
of  obftru&iog  the  main  tendency, 
and  which  contain  nothing  fuper- 
fluous;  for  if  they  were  even  in 
themfelves  harmlefs,  they  might 
however  become  hurtful  by  their 
quantity.  It  is  therefore  no 

doubt 
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doubt  a  great  advantage,  to  be 
able  to  concentrate  the  powers  of 
feveral  ounces  into  a  few  grains. 

Did.  we  exactly  know,  after  che¬ 
mical  principles,  the  natural  func¬ 
tions  going  forward  in  the  body, 
the  caufes  of  difeafcs,  and  the 
effeds  of  medicines  ;  cliemiftry 
would  mod  certainly  operate  mi¬ 
racles. 

But  I  forefee  already  what  may 
be  objected  to  this  affertion  with 
fome  reafon,  viz.  “  Though  fuch 
knowledge  would  be  a  moil  excel¬ 
lent  thing,  it  would  however  be 
rather  the  object  of  wifhes  than 
fuch  as  might  be  fuppofed  or 
hoped  for :  in  the  human  body 
every  operation  goes  forward  very 
fecretly ;  nor  is  there  any  glafs 
window  to  admit  the  refearches 
of  the  inquifitive  :  it  is  by  no 
means  right  to  play  with  the  lives 
of  men,  and  it  would  be  highly 
Unjuftifiable  to  ^endanger  them  by 
uncertain  experiments,  &c.}>  I 
reply,  this  is  perfectly  right ;  at 
the  lame  time  it  by  no  means 
jellifies  us  in  neglecting  the  right 
means  of  obtaining  information ; 
and  Hill  lefs  in  treating  them  with 
contempt.  Whatfoever  is  diffi¬ 
cult,  is  not  therefore  impoffible 
always.  The  more  inveftigation 
and  trouble  an  invention  cods, 
the  more  honour  may  be  obtain¬ 
ed  by  it  ;  efpecially  if  it  has  for 
irs  objed,  health,  the  molt  pre¬ 
cious  enjoyment  a  man  can  be 
bleffed  with,  if  a  man  be  only 
poffefted  of  a  truly  fundamental 
knowledge,  many  things  may  be 
difcovered  without  the  lead  dan¬ 
ger.  Higher  chemirtry  has  dif¬ 
covered  many  and  various  new 
manipulations,  and  by  recalling 
to  our  minds  one  or  the  other  in¬ 
stance,  we  fhall  be  enabled  to 
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judge  what  more  may  with  reafon 
be  e^tpeded. 

Several  kinds  of  difeafes  fpread 
devaluation  over  extenfive  coun¬ 
tries,  over  people  of  all  ranks  and 
denominations  ;  without  being 
however  infedious  in  themfelves. 
Thefe  cannot,  properly  fpeaking, 
be  derived  from  the  mode  of  liv¬ 
ing  ;  which  in  thofe  who  are  at¬ 
tacked  with  the  evil,  is  widely 
different  ;  there  mu  ft  therefore 
exift  a  general  caufe,  Which  af- 
feds  equally  the  richer  and  the 
poorer.  The  at?nofphere  is  the  fame 
for  all ;  during  feveral  years  its 
weight  and  temperature  have  been 
obferved ;  and  this  has  furnilhed 
feveral  explications,  which  how¬ 
ever  are  not  fatisfadory  for  the 
explanation  of  all  its  phsenomena. 
Its  conftituent  parts  therefore 
ought  to  be  better  known.  The 
vapours  and  heterogeneous  parti¬ 
cles,  are  different  in  regard  to 
quantity,  as  well  as  to  quality. 
Belides  chemiftry  teaches  us,  that 
this  elaftic  fluid  furrounding  our 
globe,  is  at  all  times,  and  every 
where,  a  compound  of  three  very 
different  fubftances,  Ws.  of  good 
air,  foul  air,  and  aerial  acid. 
The firfi  is  called  by  Dr.  Prieftley, 
if  not  wrongly,  however  fome- 
what  improperly,  pbiogifiicated  air. 
Mr.  Scheele  calls  it  with  more  rea¬ 
fon  empyreal  air ,  (fire  air)  fince 
this  alone  gives  life  to  fire,  when 
the  other  two  kinds  of  air  extin¬ 
guish  the  flame  of  a  candle  or  fire. 
The  laft  kind  is  commonly  called 
fixed  air  ;  but  I  flatter  myfelf  to 
have  fatisfadorily  proved  by  ex¬ 
periments,  that  it  is  a  peculiar 
acid.  The  nature  of  the  firft 
kind,  has  as  yet  been  very  little 
inveftigated  ;  however  by  analogy 
it  feerns  to  be  hardly  any  thing 
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but  good  air,  which  is  corrupted 
either  by  a  fuperfluity  of  inflam¬ 
mable  fubftance,  or  perhaps  by  a 
want  of  it.  It  will  however  be 
Hill  difficult  to  decide  which  of  the 
two  above  propofitions  is  the  true 
one. — Of  thefe  three  divifions, 
the  aerial  acid  always  bears  the  leaf! 
proportion,  and  fcarcely  makes  the 
fifteenth  part  of  the  bulk  of  the 
stmofphere,  at  leail  on  the  furface 
of  our  globe  :  the  foul  air  is  al¬ 
ways  in  the  greateft:  proportion ; 
and  by  far  more,  than  the  pure  or 
good  air. 

The  various  effeds  of  each  of 
thefe  three  fubllances  upon  ani¬ 
mal  bodies  are  Hill  involved  in 
impenetrable  darknefs.  —  1  he  good 
air  fit  for  refpiration,  ought  howr- 
ever  to  be  excellent  in  its  opera¬ 
tions,  fince  without  it,  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  live.  It  has  been  be¬ 
lieved,  that  it  contained  an  in- 
difpenflbly  neceffary  vivifying 
food  ;  which  never  has  been  prov¬ 
ed,  at  leak  it  feems  not  to  be  of 
an  eleclric  nature.  It  might  per¬ 
haps  loon  be  poliible  to  decide  by 
experiments,  whether  this  good 
air  carries  off  noxious,  efpecially 
phlogiftic  particles  ;  fince  the  air 
which  has  been  expired  from  the 
bungs  is  unfit  for  refpiration,  ahd 
is  fimilar  to  that  which  has  been 
phlogifticated. — We  ihall  then 
likewife  be  informed,  whether 
'that  which  makes  the  greater 
part  of  the  atmofphere,  if  it  be 
inlpired  by  itfelf,  becomes  fatal, 
for  the  reafon  that  it  has  been 
previoufly  faturated  with  hetero¬ 
geneous  bodies,  and  is  thence  in- 
capacitated  for  carrying  off  any 
particles  from  the  lungs. —  Perhaps 
the  aerial  acid  becomes  an  unfit 
vehicle  for  thefe  articles,  and  is 
itfelf  originally  formed  without 
Vol.  XXIV. 


them  ;  however  it  is  not  yet  afcer- 
tained  in  what  manner  this  air 
ads;  but  thus  much  is  certain, 
that  it  deftroys  all  irritability*  I 
have,  from  animals  killed  by  it, 
before  they  were  grown  cold  ex¬ 
tracted  the  heart,  in  which  it  was 
impoffible  to  raile  the  leaft  irri¬ 
tability,  either  with  the  molt  pow¬ 
erful  menjlruciy  or  the  fire,  or 
fcalpels.  If  mufcular  fibres  were 
the  chief  caufe  of  the  motion  of 
the-  lungs,  it  would  not  be  diffi¬ 
cult  to  find  out  the  ultimate  caufe 
of  death  ;  but  fince  its  firudure  is 
formed  of  quite  different  fub- 
ftances,  the  greateft:  difficulties 
prefent  themfelves.  By  experi¬ 
ments,  however,  it  might  be  eafy 
to  afcertain,  whether  the  aerial 
acid  and  foul  air  ad  in  the  fame 
manner.  It  would,  therefore,  be 
necelTarv  to  inveftigate,  whether 
irritability  (by  all  appearance  fo 
very  neceffary  for  the  whole  ceco- 
nomy  of  animal  bodies)  is  not 
likewife  deftroyed  in  fuch  ani¬ 
mals  as  have  been  fuffoeated  and 
killed  inftantaneoufly  by  that  air, 
which  had  been  corrupted  by  re¬ 
fpiration,  fire,  or  other  means. 
Since  the  air  returning  from  the 
lungs,  by  expiration,  is  always 
blended  with  aerial  acid;  it  would 
be  neccflfary,  in  order  to  avoid  all 
ambiguity,  entirely  to  free  the 
foul  air  of  the  aerial  acid  by 
means  of  lime-water,  before  any 
experiments  were  made  with  it. 
1  hope  foon  to  have  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  making  them.  If  then, 
contrary  to  expedation,  the'  re- 
fu  1 1  (hews,  that  they  both  ad  iri 
the  fame  manner,  it  would  feem- 
ingly  follow  from  thence,  that 
thefe  two  fluids,  fo  very  diftind 
in  their  nature,  ad  however  by 
the  fame  common  unficnefs,  either 
Q  for 
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for  carrying  off  from  the  longs 


the  noxious  particles,  or  intro¬ 
ducing  into  them  a  vivifying  pa¬ 
bulum,  —  But  however  noxious 
aerial  acid  is  for  found  lungs,  it 
is  neverthelefs  of  great  utility  in 
the  primes  Purulent  lungs 

not  only  bear  aerial  acid,  but 
they  are  even  cured  by  it;  and  no 
iboner  is  the  cure  performed,  than 
its  inhalation  becomes  again  dan¬ 
gerous.-— But  though  there  be  ever 
io  much  left;  for  inveftigatipn,  we 
may  apply  that  for  ule  which  has 
already  been  difcovered.  It  is  for 
in ffance  well  known,  that  the  air 
of  the  atmofphere  may  be  ex¬ 
amined  \w  regard  to  its  fitnefs  for 
jrefpiratio  n  ;  a  difcovery  which 
bids  fair  to  yield,  in  a  very  fhort 
time,  the  rrsoft  important  ill u flra- 
tions.  If  fuch  obfervations  were 
made  at  the  fame  time  in  dwell¬ 
ing-rooms,  infirmaries,  and  the 
open  air,  and  were  continued  with 
feme  degree  of  accuracy,  we 
fhould  certainly  difeover  thecaufes 
of  many  phenomena,  which  hi¬ 
therto  have  remained  inexplica¬ 
ble.  Thus  much  we  know  al¬ 
ready  ;  that  wounds  and  ulcers 
are  with  difficulty  kept  from  go¬ 
ing  into  mortification  in  corrupt¬ 
ed,  foul  air;  whereas  on  the  other 
iide,  the  immenfely  acute  pains  ac¬ 
companying  the  cancer  (that  dread¬ 
ful  ailment)  are  in  a  few  days  not 
only  mitigated  and  affwaged  by 
the  external  ufe  of  aerial  acid, 
but  the  loathfome  aperture  is  alfo 
confiderably  diminifhed.  — -  The 
compafs  of  a  preface  not  only 
prevents  me  from  entering  into  a 
fuller  difeuffion  of  this  important 
fubjed,  but  alfo  from  producing 
more  inftances  of  its  utility;  I 
cannot  help,  however,  mentioning 
in  a  few  words  only,  that  the  ob¬ 


fervations  on  aerial  acid  have  al¬ 
ready  fpread  a  new  light  on  the 
method  of  effaying  and  imitating, 
by  art,  medicated  waters;  and 
on  their  application  and  ufe  in 
the  cure  of  the  feurvy,  and  other 
internal  putrid  difeafes. — The  true 
analyffs  of  the  calculi  from  the 
kidneys  and  bladder,  has  enabled 
us  to  judge  with  preciffon  of  the 
belt  remedies  againff  the  gravel. 
The  difcovery  of  the  inner  conffi- 
tution  of  arfenic,  made  us  better 
acquainted  with  the  manner  by 
which  its  dreadful  effects  are  pro¬ 
duced  ;  and  thereby  the  bell 
means  were  pointed  out,  both  to 
extinguifh  its  poifonous  quality, 
and  likevvife  to  mitigate  and  di¬ 
re  dl  its  effedl  for  better  purpofes. 
How  Amplified  are  at  prefent 
many  compounded  remedies  ;  and 
how  fafe,  and  little  perilous,  are 
many  preparations  of  the  moil 
acrid  and  corroffve  fubftances  f 
How  many  abfurd  mixtures,  de¬ 
compounding  and  countera&ing 
themfelves,  have  not  of  late  been 
rejected  f  How  many  falfe  theories 
of  difeafes,  and  their  caufes,  are 
there  not  daily  expofed,  and 
fhewn  to  be  without  any  foun¬ 
dation,  by  means  of  chemiftry  ? 
Sugar  was  faid  to  contain  lime, 
in  order  to  account  for  certain  ef¬ 
fects  aferibed  to  fugar  ;  though  it 
contains  not  an  atom  of  it.  The 
calculi  of  the  kidneys  and  the 
bladder  were  faid  to  be  calcareous  ; 
though  they  contain  at  the  moil 
only  one  half  of  calcareous  fub- 
ltance.  Andfoin  many  more  in* 
fiances,  which  it  would  be  too  te¬ 
dious  to  enumerate.  Laftiy,  how 
would  it  be  pofiible  to  difeover  and 
to  fubjefl  to  controul  the  various 
nojlrums ,  quack-medicines,  cheats, 
neglects,  and  o  ther  m differs  of 
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the  medical  fcience  without  the 
application  of  a  chemical  analy- 
fis  ?  The  mufcs  were  not  without 
reafon  thought  to  be  ii tiers ;  and 
they  are  a  molt  excellent  emblem 
of  that  harmonic  union,  by  which 
all  the  fciences  mutually  aftift  one 
another;  and  without  which  they 
never  can  attain  any  degree  of  per¬ 
fection. 

Next  to  health,  there  is  no¬ 
thing  more  prefting  and  neceftary 
than  common  food.  In  order  to 
convince  us  of  the  utility  produced 
by  chemiftry  in  regard  to  the  ne- 
ceftaries  of  life,  we  lhall  only 
take  a  view  of  agriculture ,  that 
molt  antient  and  noble  occupa¬ 
tion.  If  we  confulc  Columella , 
and  many  of  the  moll  antient  writ¬ 
ers  on  hufbandry,  we  find  to  our 
humiliation  and  fhame,  that  they 
were  as  vveH  intruded  as  us,  if 
not  better;  though  in  later  times 
fo  much  pains  have  been  taken, 
fo  many  encouragements  have 
been  given,  and  fo  many  rewards 
have  been  dillributed. — This  ought 
to  be  conftdered  in  the  following 
manner.  The  great  Lord  of  na¬ 
ture  has  fo  bountifully  taken  care 
of  us,  that  corn  grows  without 
any  great  care  and  knowledge. 
T  he  improvements  which  this  art 
in  general  is  capable  of  from  ex¬ 
perience  and  collected  experi¬ 
ments,  are  likewife  foon  enough 
acquired  ;  and  in  this  (late  it  re¬ 
mains  till  the  fcience  of  nature 
throws  a  new  light  upon  it.  They 
are  two  very  diftindt  things,  to 
raife  corn  on  a  certain  piece  of 
ground,  and  to  raife  as  much 
corn  as  will  poflihly  grow  there : 
— The  Lift  defideratum  is  not  al¬ 
ways  obtained  by  ploughing, 
ditching  and  manuring;  for  bs- 
Ldes  thefe  mechanical  operations, 


there  are  two  things  more  requir¬ 
ed ;  fuch  a  mixture  as  will  af¬ 
ford  to  the  vegetables  not  only 
proper  nourifhment ;  but  alfo  luch 
a  one  as  keeps  humidity  as  long 
as  the  ufual  drought  makes  it  re- 
quifite;  for  nothing  grows,  even 
in  the  moil  exquilite  foil,  with¬ 
out  water.  The  beft  compound, 
therefore,  ought  to  be  adapted  to 
the  nature  of  the  foil,  the  expo- 
fure,  the  climate,  and  the  com¬ 
mon  temperature  of  the  weather; 
as  1  have  proved  more  at  large  in, 
another  place. — In  the  mean  time 
it  will  be  ealliy  found,  that  che- 
millry  is  of  the  fame  importance 
to  agriculture  and  all  the  more 
particular  branches  of  rural  oeco- 
nomy,  that  aftronomy  is  to  naviga¬ 
tion. 

The  arts  and  mechanical  trades 
are  occupied  with  the  melioration 
of  raw  materials.  One  part  of 
them,  from  beginning  to  end,  is 
a  feries  of  chemical  operations ; 
others  are  more  mechanical  ; 
however,  there  is  hardly  one  of 
them  which  contains  not  one  or 
more  problems  whofe  more  per¬ 
fect  folution  depends  upon  che¬ 
miftry  only.  What  a  number  of 
years  mu  ft  have  el  a  p  fed  before 
they  arrived  by  chance  only,  or 
by  unpremeditated  experiments, 
to  their  prelent  perfection ;  or  be¬ 
fore  they  learned  to  avoid  all  oc¬ 
curring  inconveniences.  A  per¬ 
fect  knowledge  of  the  raw  mate¬ 
rials,  often  furnilhes  the  bell  in- 
ftruCtions,  in  a  diredt  way.  And 
it  has  been  hitherto  k  great  mif- 
fortune,  that  the  practical  part  of 
the  arts  has  been  kept  very  f«- 
cret :  but  iince  the  French  Acade¬ 
my  of  Sciences  has  begun  to  re¬ 
move  this  obftacie,  we  have  the 
molt  certain  expectations  of  their 
G  2  quick 
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quick  and  amazing  progrefs,  by 
the  affiftance  of  the  fcience  of  na¬ 
ture.  Without  the  knowledge  of  the 
true  caufes  and  their  connections, 
it  is  impoffible  either  to  obviate  or 
to  remove  all  the  ohftacles  ariiing 
from  chance  or  accidental  circum- 
ftances. 

From  what  has  been  fa  id  in  a 
few  words,  it  muft  evidently  ap¬ 
pear,  that  chemiftry,  in  a  peculiar 
manner,  throws  a  great  light  on 
all  mechanical  trades  concerned 
with  corporal  fubftances. — How¬ 
ever  the  property  of  the  fubjeCl 
itfelf  fecms  to  prefcribe  limits  to 
this  fcience.  The  quality  of  our 
fenfes,  even  when  affifted  and  im¬ 
proved  by  art,  will  not  let  us 
penetrate  farther  than  to  a  certain 
point.  The  fubtlenefs  of  our  in- 
ftruments  is  infufiicient,  and  the 
beft  become  at  laft  ufelefs.  All 
thefe  difficulties  are  hill  more  in- 
creafed,  from  the  moll  fubtle  par¬ 
ticles  which  cannot  well  fall  un¬ 
der  the  examination  of  our  bare 
fenfes,  having  not  only  the  great- 
eft  adhefion,  and  confequently  ex- 
ercifing  the  greateft  refiftance  to  the 
attempts  of  dividing  them,  but  alfo 
affording  the  molt  effectual  and 
active  means  for  this  end.  How 
imperfeCt,  therefore,  muft  be  our 
moft  perfect  knowledge  of  the 
myfteries  of  nature  ? 

This  is  all  perfectly  right ;  and 
the  pretenfion  is  fupremely  filly, 
to  be  able  at  a  future  period  to 
invefiigate  the  firft  powers,  which 
the  Creator  has  eftablifned  at  the 
creation  and  for  the  prefervation 
of  the  material  world.  Such  a 
fcience  is  too  abftrufe,  and  reaches 
beyond  our  attainment ;  it  is  re¬ 
served  for  the  power  of  the  Crea¬ 
tor,  and  not  for  that  of  a  crea¬ 
ture.— But  it  by  no  means  fol¬ 


lows,  that  chemiftry  ftiould  not 
be  able  to  difclofe  to  our  eyes 
many  a  fcene  of  wonders.  Could 
we  only  difcover  with  certainty, 
the  elementary  principles  of  bodies 
(princ  p  a  proxima)  together  with 
their  coineCtions  and  proportions, 
chemiftry  would  be  able  to  do  great 
things. 

From  the  moft  early  periods, 
certain  fubftances  were  thought  to 
be  fo  fimple,  that  art  gave  up  all 
hopes  of  analyfmg  them  any  fur¬ 
ther,  and  thefe  were  therefore 
confidered  as  the  Jlamina  prima. 
Such  are  more  efpecially  the  four 
Ariftotelic  elements,  earth,  water, 
air,  and  fire  :  to  difcover  the  com- 
pofition  of  which  is  the  bufinefs  of 
higher  and  more  refined  chemi¬ 
ftry.  Let  us  therefore  examine, 
whether  all  hopes  are  entirely  loft 
of  difcovering  any  thing  here. — 
Earth  is  the  fixed  principle,  which 
remains  after  the  fire  has  exerted 
its  deftroying  power  again  ft  a 
body,  and  which  is  not  foluble  in 
water  in  the  common  way.  This 
is  the  coarfeft  of  all  the  four  com¬ 
mon  elements,  and  makes  but  a 
frnall  part  of  the  bodies.  What¬ 
ever  analyfis  has  hitherto  been 
able  to  eftablifh  with  certainty, 
may  be  reduced  to  this ;  that  earth 
(which  after  all  proves  to  be  of 
different  fubftances)  is  by  no 
means  the  fame  matter,  nor  ho¬ 
mogeneous,  but  a  compound  of 
feveral  ;  and  is  found  to  be  more 
or  lefs  of  a  faline  nature,  at  leaft 
it  is  fo  on  the  furface  of  our  globe, 
in  its  moft  pure  ftate.  There 
have  been  found  fix  different  fpe- 
cies ;  having  all  quite  different 
properties,  and  which  hitherto 
have  neither  been  decompounded 
into  more  fimple,  nor  been  chang¬ 
ed  into  another  ;  viz.  1.  Th z  earth 
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of  the  fonder  out  J 'par  ;  2.  calca¬ 
reous  earth  \  3.  magnejia  ;  4.  clay  ; 
5.  Jiliceous  earth  ;  and  6.  earth  of 
gems.  I  have  in  another  place 
mentioned  the  charatfleriftics  of 
them. —  Whether  thefe,  which  till 
a  farther  inveftigation  may  be 
called  primitive  earths ,  are  really 
different,  or  only  varieties  of  the 
fame,  I  cannot  tell  ;  the  I  a  If  opi¬ 
nion  feems  to  be  the  mod  fimple. 
I  hive  however  before  obferved 
the  dangerous  error  of  limiting 
the  order  of  nature  to  our  confined 
ideas.  The  conclufion  ought  not 
to  be  formed  before  the  premifes 
are  afcertained  by  experiments. 
Patience  and  affiduous  application 
may  perhaps  in  future  times  make 
oifcoveries  ;  fince  we  have  at  leaft 
fome  confiderable  number  of  no¬ 
tions  about  their  properties,  by 
which  a  great  deal  is  aUeady 
gained. — But  fince  the  acid  of 
fluor  and  water,  meeting  one  ano¬ 
ther  in  the  form  of  vapours,  coa¬ 
gulate  into  filiceous  earth  ;  and 
acid  of  arfenic  with  phlogifion 
coagulate  into  folid  white  arfenic  ; 
there  is  fome  indication  that  ter- 
reous  fubflances,  as  well  as  fne- 
tallic  calxes,  may  be  confidered 
in  their  firil  principles  as  acids ; 
which  in  the  firft  cafe  are  become 
fixed  by  water,  and  in  the  lalt  by 
phlogifton.  Thus  much  at  lea  it 
is  certain,  that  nature  has  indi¬ 
cated  itfelf  to  be  pofleiTed  of  an 
abundance  and  variety  of  acids  ; 
and  that  it  particularly  employs 
them  in  its  various  operations. 

Water  is  ftill  more  fubtle,  and 
with  more  difficulty  decompound¬ 
ed. — Upon  more  accurate  exami¬ 
nation  we  find,  that  the  experi¬ 
ments  according  to  which  it  was 
imagined,  that  water  could  be 
changed  into  earth,  do  hy  no 
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means  prove  that  which  in  the 
beginning  had  been  fufpe&ed  of 
them.  it  is  generally  known, 
that  heat  caufes  peculiar  changes 
in  water.  The  particles  of  water 
tfrongly  attraft  the  particles  of 
heat  ;  and  after  they  have  been 
charged  with,  or  enveloped  by  a 
certain  quantity  of  them,  this 
compounded  matter  becomes  fo 
eafily  moveable,  that  its  furface 
endeavours  conftantly  to  form  a 
horizontal  line;  it  has  a  great  fl- 
milarity  with  a  fubtle  earth  melt¬ 
ed  by  fire.  If  you  diminiffi  the 
heat,  by  which  operation  the  fur- 
face  of  the  particles  either  come 
in  contact  and  by  their  friftion 
hinder  this  reciprocal  motion,  or 
the  elafticity  and  power  of  repul- 
fion  is  fufficiently  diminiffied  by 
the  feparation  of  one  of  thefe  ele¬ 
mentary  principles,  then  the  mafs 
becomes  indurated  and  ice  is 
formed.  It  is  not  yet  determin¬ 
ed,  which  of  thefe  caufes  is  here 
prevalent.  If  ice  is  to  be  melted, 
a  quantity  of  the  employed  heat 
is  loft,  amounting  to  very  near 
720  of  our  thermometers,  and 
forms  a  kind  of  faturation  ;  fo 
that  its  effect  is  concealed  by  its 
union  with  the  ice,  almoft  in  the 
fame  manner  as  if  an  acid  were 
hindered  from  exercifing  its  cha- 
rafteriftic  pioperties  by  a  fatura¬ 
tion  with  alkalies.  The  fame 
takes  place  with  quick-lime:  it 
contains  heat,  which  is  inactive 
till  a  Itronger  elective  attradlion 
fets  free  and  expels  it.  By  the 
abforption  of  720  of  heat,  ice  is 
made  fluid;  that  which  it  receives 
beyond  it  is  fuperfluous ;  which 
may  be  eafily  obferved,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  in  adding  an  acid 
to  a  neutral  fait:  the  water  ex¬ 
pands,  grows  warmer,  more  fub- 
G  3  tie. 
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tie,  more  penetrating,  moveable, 
and  light.  If  the  quantity  of 
heat  is  accumulated  till  it  be¬ 
comes  equal  to  ioo°,  it  is  dif- 
1‘olved  into  eladic  vapours ;  feme 
of  which  are  already  generated 
before  the  degree  of  heat  is  equal 
to  ioo° ;  but  fo  much  the  lefs, 
the  lefs  the  quantity  of  heat  ex¬ 
ceeds  the  abovemen tioned  degree 
of  faturation„~~ — in  the  very  mo¬ 
ment  they  are  feparated  from  the 
mafs  it  cools ;  for  all  evaporation 
generates  cold.  Does  this  cold 
arife  becaufe  the  increafed  volume 
requires  more  to  its  faturation, 

.A 

and  can  in  confequence  of  its  ef- 
fed,  fix  more  heat  than  before  ? 
Or  is  the  heat,  (which  was  united 
to  the  water  and  was  increafed  to 
a  certain  degree)  now  enabled  to 
confolidate  itfelf  clofer  and  in 
greater  abundance,  and  to  carry 
off  in  confequence  that  part  of  the 
water  which  is  neared  at  hand  f 
This  is  what  experiments  have 
taught  us  of  the  compmuion  of 
water  ;  plainly  demondrating  that 
it  by  no  means  ought  to  be  con- 
iidered  as  a  fimpla  fubftance. 

I  have  before  mentioned  fonie- 
thing  about  air,  and  proved,  that 
the  iubftance  commonly  called  by 
that  name,  is  by  no  means  a  Am¬ 
ple  and  homogeneous  body.  I 
need  not  likevvife  be  prolix  on 
this,  and  the  thus  called  fourth 
dement  or  fire;  fince  thefe  two 
are  the  objeds  of  the  following- 
performance  ;• — -  whole  author,  Mr. 
Seheele,  has  great  merit  in  che 
midry  by  feveral  important  dif- 
cqveries;  all  hi.-,  inquiries  (hew¬ 
ing  not  only  his  refledion  and 
reasoning,  but  alfo  a  peculiar  (kill 
and  perfeverance  in  inveftigating 
truth,  both  by  analyfis  and  by 
fyhthefis.  Newton* s  difeovery  to 


divide  light  (the  infinitely  fub- 
tie  light)  into  colours,  has  open¬ 
ed  the  way  to  many  very  curious 
mylteries  of  nature,  though  it  was 
no  more  than  a  mechanical  divi- 
(ion.  Mr.  Scheele  difclofes  a  more 
fubtle,  becaufe  a  chemical  analy- 
fis  ;  which  indruda  us  not  only 
about  light,  but  alfo  about  fire, 
whole  explication  has  hitherto 
been  the  crux  philcfophi<z,  I  have, 
with  feveral  alterations,  repeated 
his  principal  experiments  on  which 
he  grounds  his  dodrine  on  this 
fubjed,  and  found  them  perfedly 
accurate.  Though  in  fome  lefs 
material  circum dances  a  nearer 
confirmation  might  become  ne- 
ceffary ;  it  does  however  no  in¬ 
jury  to  the  main  fubjed;  which 
is  grounded  on  feveral  correfpcnd- 
ing  experiments.- — Heat,  fire,  and 
light  are,  in  regard  to  the  elemen¬ 
tary  principle,  the  fame  with 
good  air  and  phlogidon  ;  but  their 
proportion,  and  perhaps  the  man¬ 
ner  of  their  competition,  caufe 
the  great  difference.  Phlogidon 
feems  to  be  a  real  elementary 
principle,  which  enters  the  chief 
part  of  fubdances,  and  adheres  to 
them  mod  obflinately.  There  are 
feveral  means  to  feparate  it  *more 
or  lefs  perfedly  :  of  thole  known, 
fubitances,  good  air  is  mod  ac¬ 
tive  ;  for  which  reafon,  I  put  its 
fign  at  the  very  top  of  the  column 
of  phlogidon  in  my  new  table 
of  attractions  what  it  cannot 
do  fuddenly,  is  however  done 
gradually  by  the  intervention  of 
favourable  circumdances. 

How  intereding  the  mere  re¬ 
fined  cbemiftry  is,  will  not  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  prove  more  circumlian- 
tially  on  the  prefen t  occafion.  il 
requires  a  great  deal  of  prejudice, 
or  the  greeted  ignorance,  to  treat 
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it  with  contempt  under  the  fpe- 
cious  pretence  of  unneceflary  re¬ 
finement  and  fubtleties.  Earth, 
water,  air,  heat,  light,  and  many 
more  fuch  fubtle  fubitances  are 
every  where  to  be  met  with  ;  and 
.as  long  as  their  properties  re¬ 
main  unknown,  the  effedts  both 
of  nature  and  art  nuift  remain 
involved  in  the  mod  perfedt  ob- 
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fcurity.  In  Cheroiftry,  there  are 
none  of  the  everitates  otiof<e  ;  the 
lead  phenomenon,  when  ex¬ 
amined  in  all  its  caufes,  is  always 
connected  with  others  of  the  great- 
eft-  importance  ;  in  fuch  a  man* 
ner,  that  every  thing  is  (hewn 
connedhed  in  the  great  ceconomy 
of  nature. 
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Cbfervatiojis  on  the  Dyfentery  of  the 
Weft-Indies,  by  B.  Mofeley, 
Surgeon  at  Kingfton  in  Jamaica  % 
njoith  his  ne<w  and  fuccejsful  Man¬ 
ner  of  treating  it, 

THE  caufes  of  all  difeafes, 
well  underftood  and  pro¬ 
perly  coniidered,  point  to  their 

cure.- - it  is  an  obfervation  of 

the  great  Sydenham,  that  he 
never  was  at  a  loft  to  prefcribe  for 
a  difeafe,  when  he  knew  the 
caufeofit;,J  and  that  he  always 
preferibed  with  caution  until  he 
had  found  it. 

The  diforder  in  queftion  has 
been,  I  believe,  more  ccnfidered 
from  its  effefts,  its  remote,  and 
concurring  caufes,  than  from  its 
immediate  caufe  hence  we  may 
account  for  the  inefficacy  of  the 
various  attempts  to  cure  it. 

The  pen  of  vvriters  has  done 
little  more  in  the  bloody-flux, 
than  record  the  times  and  places 
when  and  where  it  proved  molt 
fatal ;  the  appearance  it  put  on  ; 
its  fymptems  ;  its  devaftation  ; 
variety  of  modes  of  treatment 
that  had  no  certain  fuccefs  ;  now 
and  then  a  remarkable  cafe,  and 
the  phenomena  difeoyered  on  dif¬ 
fering  the  dead. 
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The  great  author  above-men¬ 
tioned,  following  nature  as  an 
unerring  guide,  never  flopped  at 
eireds,  but  proceeded  on  to  the 
caules  of  difeafes  ;  and  affifted  the 
means  employed  by  nature  to  re¬ 
move  them,  or  fu'oftitute  a  fafer 
and  better  method  ; — to  which 
principle  the  world  is  indebted 
for  that  ineftimable  work  that 
can  only  perifh  with  it  ;  a  work 
founded  in. nature,  on  a  bafts  ap¬ 
plicable  to  all  climes ;  that  ftands 
as  the  Palladium  of  phylic  again  ft 
the  fuperftirious  errors  of  the  mid¬ 
dle  ages,  and  the  ingenious  chi¬ 
meras  of  later  times  -  he  difeo- 
vered  the  dyfentery  to  be,  t(  a 
fever  of  the  feafon ,  or  of  its  own 
kind ,  turned  inwards  upon  the  in - 
teftines  and  yet  his  fucceffiors 
have  made  but  little  farther  ufe 
of  this  excellent  apborifm,  than 
quoting  it,  as  their  rules  laid 
down  for  treating  the  difeafe  dif¬ 
fidently  prove. 

In  the  courfe  of  twelve  years 
experience  in  this  ifland,  and  from 
every  account  l  have  been  able  to 
procure  from  all  parts  of  the 
Weft-Indies,  I  have  invariably 
found  the  truth  of  Sydenham  s  opi¬ 
nion  ;  and  have  remarked  that  as 
the  flux  diftinguifhes,  by  the  num- 
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ber  of  ftools,  the  quantity,  fo  it 
does  the  ftate  of  the  fever  of  the 
fealon,  when  it  prevails,  or  of 
the  fubjed  difeafed  ;  the  ftools 
being  more  frequent  at  thole 
hours  when  fevers  are  in  their  ex¬ 
acerbation,  and  the  reverfe  when 
in  their  remiffion  ;  betides,  their 
alternate  fucceiTion  is  frequently 
obferved, — nor  can  it  be  doubted 
that  this  fewer,  like  moft  others, 
is  caufed  by  obfirudled  perfpiration  ; 
not  confined  to  cold,  hot,  wet, 
or  dry  feafons,  particular  food, 
water,  liquors,  or  fruit ;  but 
chiefly  depending  on  fudder.  tran- 
fitions,  and  fuch  other  caufes,  as 
expofe  people  to  have  this  dif- 
charge  hallily  flopped. 

I  know  that  writers  lay  great 
flrefs  on  exciting,  and  internal 
pre-difpoflng  caufes  ;  heat  and 
moifture  ;  putrid  ferments  ;  in¬ 
fection,  &c.  See. — but,  upon  a 
Ariel  examination,  we  (hall  find, 
that  there  has  been  too  much  at¬ 
tention  employed  on  thefe  imagi¬ 
nary  circumflances,  whilfl  the  im¬ 
mediate  caufe ,  or  primum  mobile  re¬ 
mains  unnoticed.  It  is  not  to  be 
doubted,  that  a  conjunct  caufe  is 
neceffary,  otherwife  obftru6led  per- 
fpiration,  the  parent  of  fo  many, 
would  always  produce  the  fame 
difeafe. 

The  fkin  being  the  great  outlet 
for  infenfible  perfpiration,  which 
is  faid  by  Sandlorius  to  amount, 
in  the  temperate  clime  of  Italy, 
to  five-eighths  of  what  is  taken 
into  the  body,  we  cannot  be  fur- 
prifed  at  the  violent  efforts  na¬ 
ture  immediately  makes,  on  the 
fudden  fuppreiTion  of  a  habit  of 
fuch  extent  :  and  if  we  attend  to 
the  ftools  of  fome  patients,  after 
the  common  contents  of  the  bow¬ 
els  are  difeharged,  before  the 
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blnod-veflels  are  broken,  and  at 
intervals  when  there  is  no  mixture 
of  blood  or  mucus,  we  lhall  find, 
they  are  nothing  but  a  ferous, 
acrid  fluid. 

As  I  have  conflantly  pra&ifed 
in  the  opinion,  that  a  flux  is  a 
certain  fever  of  the  inteflines,  and 
that  this  fever  is  caufed  by  the 
objirudied perfpiration  being  thrown, 
there — lo  [  have  ever  found  it  re¬ 
lieved,  by  turning  back  that  dif- 
charge  to  its  natural  channel  ;  nor 
have  I  often  found  difficulty  in 
removing  it  fpeediiy,  when  taken 
in  the  beginning. 

The  common  and  fatal  pra&ice, 
of  attacking  the  diforder  in  the 
bowels,  with  opiates  and  aftrin- 
gents,  is  but  aggravating  the  ef¬ 
fect,  whilfl  the  caufe  is  entirely 
negleded. 

Among  the  multitude  of  formu¬ 
la  propofed  for  the  flux,  we  find 
fnake-root ,  Dower s  powoder ,  and 
other  diaphoretic  medicines  ;  but 
exhibited  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
they  muft  often  have  produced 
more  harm  than  good  : — however, 
it  plainly  demon Arates  that  the 
fkin  has  not  been  really  looked  to 
for  relief, — much  lefs  has  the  pro- 
cefs  of  fweating  been  confidered 
as  the  only  one  to  be  relied  on. 

Sir  John  Pringle  recommends 
ipecacuanha  in  fmall  doles,  united 
with  philonium  and  opium  ; — Dr. 
Huck,  and  many  others,  a  courfe 
of  ipecacuanha  in  flages  of  the  dif¬ 
eafe  when  the  inflammatory  fymp- 
toms  are  over  ;  the  good  effeds 
are  attributed  to  aftringency : — 
but,  with  the  greateft  deference 
poffible  to  fuch  authority,  I  be¬ 
lieve  ipecacuanha  increafes  the  ten¬ 
dency  of  the  humours  to  the  fkin, 
and  therein  con  lifts  its  ufe  in 
fluxes.  I  apprehend  that  no  aftrin- 
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gent,  Amply  as  fuch,  will  often 
be  found  proper  in  fluxes: — this 
is  daily  evinced  by  gangrenes, 
©bftinate  obflrudions,  and  fwel- 
lings,  which  arife  when  a  flux 
has  been  injudicioufly  flopped  by 
them  ;  a  flux  being  in  its  firfl 
Itages  **  a  fever  of  the  intejlines /’ 
and  in  every  ftage  an  increale  of 
one  difeharge,  from  the  diminu¬ 
tion  of  another. 

Mon  lie  ur  De  Senac  gave  emetic 
tartar  in  frnall  dofes  ;  but  he  ex- 
prefly  fays,  he  gave  it  as  a  laxa¬ 
tive,  to  keep  up  a  free  paflage 
from  the  ftpmach  to  the  redtum.— 
It  is  a  common  pradice  to  give 
the  glafs,  and  other  preparations 
of  antimony ,  in  cafual  dofes,  and 
uncertain  periods ;  but  the  ope¬ 
ration  is  always  intended  for  the 
flrft  paflages. — In  this  pradice, 
though  the  prim  a  vies  are  fo  ne- 
ceffary  to  be  cleanfed,  I  attribute 
the  principal  fuccefs  to  the  efFeds 
which  antimonials  produce,  in 
opening  the  obflruded  capillaries, 
and  preventing  a  reflux  of  hu¬ 
mours  to  the  bowels :  for  often  in 
fluxes,  when,  from  careleflhefs 
and  cold,  antimonials  have  had 
their  whole  force  and  adion  turn¬ 
ed  upon  the  bowels,  they  have 
increafed  the  determination  of  the 
fluids  there,  and  brought  on  fud¬ 
dle  n  death  ;  and  in  fevers  alio, 
the  flomach  is  fometimes  deftroved 
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by  them.-—— When  emetic  tartar 
is  injudicioufly  given  to  young, 
irritable,  plethoric  people,  in  the 
beginning  of  a  fever,  and  pre¬ 
vious  to  proper  evacuations,  in- 
ilead  of  exciting  a  diaphorefls,  a 
fpafm  is  produced  in  the  flomach  ; 
jaceflant  vomiting  ;  inflammation, 
the  veflels  of  the  thorax  and  head 
are  flifled  with  blood,  and  the  pa¬ 
tient  vomits  away  his  life* 


The  adivity  of  emetic  tartar, 
makes  the  diredion  of  it  difficult: 
it  is  in  many  refpeds  a  dangerous 
medicine  in  hot  climates,  the 
nervous  fyftem  being  fo  irritable 
— except  merely  as  an  emetic  — 
it  has  done  much  mifehief  when 
employed  in  fevers,  the  reguline 
virulence  of  the  antimony  being 
combined  with  acid,  makes  its 
operation,  as  a  fudoriiic,  very  pre¬ 
carious  ;  and  it  often  proves  fatal 
to  the  flomach. 

Such  preparations  of  antimony 
as,  from  the  effeds,  I  fliould  fup- 
pofe  James's  powder  to  be,  that 
have  its  phlogiflon  mitigated,  and 
the  reguline  part  capable  of  ac¬ 
tion,  from  acidity,  are  bell  in  fe¬ 
vers,  being  moil  certainly  fudori- 
fic ;  their  operation  on  the  fto- 
mach  or  bowels  considerably  de¬ 
pends  on  the  date  of  the  humours 
contained  there,  and  they  princi¬ 
pally  become  adive  when  nature 
requires  it. 

Dr.  Cullen  objeds,  that  the 
dofes  of  thefe  preparations  of  an¬ 
timony,  cannot  be  fo  well  afeer- 
tained,  as  its  folution  by  the  ve¬ 
getable  acid  ;  for  which  reafon  he 
prefers  the  emetic  tartar  for  ufe. 
—  It  muft  be  admitted,  that  emetic 
tartar  is  a  certain  vomit,  and 
when  given  for  that  purpofe  the 
dofe  is  eafily  afeertained  ;-~but  as 
it  ads  immediately  on  the  flo¬ 
mach,  it  is  frequently  impoffible 
to  produce  any  other  efled  by  it, 
dofe  it  how  you  will.— This  learn¬ 
ed  phyfician  has  greatly  contri¬ 
buted  to  the  general  ufe  of  eme¬ 
tic  tartar  ; — -the  abufe  of  it  has 
arifen  from  our  refped  to  his  cha- 
rader. 

When  we  obferve  with  what 
circumfpedion  and  prudence  the 
moll  enlightened  and  fcicntific  in¬ 
troduce 
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troduce  their  reflexions,  we  fhould 
learn  that  they  apprehend  more 
from  exceeding,  than  rejeXing  their 
doXrine. 

Dr.  Cullen  fuppofes,  that  the 
application  of  cold  air,  as  a  feda- 
tive,  by  abating  the  reaXion  of 
the  vafcular  fyltem,  may  be  ufe- 
ful  in  fome  circumftances  of  fe¬ 
ver  ;  but  does  not  venture  to  pro¬ 
nounce  in  what  ; — yet  we  fee  the 
extravagant  praXice  of  exposing 
patients  indifcrirninately  in  fevers, 
and  ether  difeafes  altnofl  fub  dio , 
not  attended  to,  nor  the  mifehief 
it  produces. 

A  moderately  cool,  temperate 
air,  is  proper  and  neceflary  in 
every  fpecies  of  fever  ;  but  if  any 
thing  beyond  that  degree  is  meant, 
it  cannot  be  fupported  by  any  rea- 
foning  that  applies  to  the  imail- 
pox, —  though  this  gave  rife  to 
the  fpeculation,  and  many  expe¬ 
riments  on  it,  in  the  fouthern  parts 
of  Europe. 

The  fmall-pox  fever  is  fui  gene¬ 
ris,  and  terminates  in  phlegmons; 
it  requires  a  treatment  of  its  own. 
—For  example,  cooler  air  than  is 
required  in  a  date  of  health  is 
neceflary  ;  railing  a  fvveat  is  pre¬ 
judicial,  and  often  changes  the 
diftinX  into  the  confluent  fort;— 
on  the  contrary,  in  fevers,  their 
folution  is  commonly  by  fweat :  — 
cold  air  applied,  as  in  the  fmall- 
pox,  impedes  that  folution,  and 
changes  an  intermittent  into  a 
remittent,  or  both  into  a  conti¬ 
nued  fever. 

The  preceding  paragraph  will 
not  be  deemed  digrefiive,  as  it  is 
r.eceffary  to  elucidate  my  fuu- 
jeX. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  dif- 
pute  the  auxiliary  aid  that  may 
cccaflonally  be  drawn  from  aro- 


ROJECTS.  91 

macics,  wax,  fuet,  foap,  lime- 
water,  calomel,  various  purga¬ 
tives,  and  even  various  aftringents, 
in  certain  conditions  of  a  dyfen- 
tery,  diarrhoea,  or  tenefmus  ;  or 
from  rhubarb,  abforbents  and 
correXors,  in  unimportant  com¬ 
plaints  of  the  bowels,  originating 
there  from  acrimony  or  crudities  ; 
but  to  recommend  a  praXice  for 
removing  the  dyfentery,  by  means 
adequate  to,  and  that  correfpond 
with,  its  general  caufe. 

It  will  occur  to  every  praXi- 
tioner,  as  rnv  intention  here  is 
the  ufe  of  fudorifics,  that  I  mean, 
a  careful ,  co?itinued  courft  of  themt 
to  keep  up  a  fweit,  in  extent  pro¬ 
portioned  to  tke  violence  of  the  dif- 
eafe ;  and  not  the  trifling  way  of 
giving  fmall  dofes,  whilfl  the  pa¬ 
tient  is  expofed,  and  their  ope¬ 
ration  difregarded. - It  will  oc¬ 

cur  alfo,  that  the  fudorific  employed 
muf  be  fuita'ole  to  the  nature  of  the 
flux , — the  fage  of  it — the  confitu - 
tion  of  the  feajon , — and  the  habit  of 
the  patient. 

When  I  propofe  a  method,  for 
the  cure  of  this  difeafe  by  a  courfe 
of  fudoriiics,  I  am  aware  of  no 
obj eXion  that  can  poflibiy  attend 
the  novelty  of  the  doXripe — ex¬ 
cept  that  it  wants  the  fanXion  of 
the  fathers  of  phyfle,  to  oppofe 
fhe  errors  and  prejudices  of  cuf- 
tom  ;  —  but  that  mult  yield  to 
faXs  ;  and  the  important  confider- 
ation,  that  the  fuccefs  of  the  war* 
and  the  fafety  of  the  colonies, 
depend  on  the  preservation  of  the 
troops  ;  among  whom  che  flux  has 
ever  been  found  to  make  the  moll 
dreadful  havoc. 

As  much  depends  on  a  conve¬ 
nient  and  proper  hofpital,  the  H- 
tuation  ana  conflruXion  of  it  re¬ 
quire  confideration,  —  An  hofpi- 
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tat  ftiould  not  only  be  fit  mated  on 
a  healthful  fpot,  but  in  the  vici¬ 
nity  of  a  market ;  where  good  wa¬ 
ter,  wood,  and  every  neceffary, 
can  be  fupplied  without  fatigue, 
delay,  or  trouble. — The  evils  a  rifl¬ 
ing  from  the  reverfe  of  this  re- 
cpire  no  ammadverfion  ;  let  us 
con  fid  er  the  evils  of  its  improper 
cort-ftrudion  ;  in  Head  of  being 
lofty  and  fpacicus,  vve  find  the 
contrary  mode  is  adopted  ;  and  it 
is  generally  thought  fufficient  to 
have  plenty  of  doors  and  windows, 
in  all  places  appropriated  for  the 
ilck ;  thefe  doors  and  windows, 
are  kept  con  Handy  open,  to  make 
the  hofpital  what  is  called  airy. 

The  coif  of  a  good  hofpital  is 
nothing  in  the  fcale  of  expence  ; 
it  is  a  folecifm  in  oeconomy  to 
have  a  bad  one.— A  bad  hofpital 
may  deprive  the  Hate,  in  a  few 
months,  of  as  many  men  as  would 
amount,  in  political  calculation, 
to  a  fum  fuf&c  lent  to  build  ten 
good  ones. 

It  cannot  have  efcaped  the  no¬ 
tice  of  any  perfon  that  has  refided 
i,n  the  Weft-Indies,  that  fitting 
long  m  the  confined  direction  of  a 
breeze,  brings  on  a  feverifih,  dif- 
agfeeable  fenfation, —  and  fome- 
times  pains  in  the  face,  neck, 
joints,  and  a  great  degree  of  fe¬ 
ver  : —  How  then  mult  it  be  with 
a  patient,  who,  in  the  little  huts 
of  hospitals,  is  placed  at  a  door¬ 
way  to  prevent  fuffocation,  or 
railed  on  a  platform  to  the  level  of 
an  open  window,  i(f  he  ihould 
break  out  in  a  critical  fweat  ?  The 
fiweat  is  fuddenly  Hopped  ;  and  if 
death  does  not  enfue,  the  difeafe 
(which,  under  the  kind  operation 
of  nature,  would  be  flnifhed  in  a 
day  or  two)  is  lengthened  out  into 
months* 


Hofpitals  and  lick  rooms  ought 
to  be  well  ventilated  ;  but  as  the 
fick  ftiould  not  he  Hilled  with 
heat,  fo  they  ftiould  not  have 
currents  of  wind  imprudently  di¬ 
rected  on  their  bodies  : — i n  this 
cafe,  no  difeafe  can  poilibly  be 
throwui  off,  or  complete  a  crifis  by 
the  emundtories  of  the  fkin.—How 
then  can  foidiers  recover  from  fe¬ 
vers,  chiefly  from  obltrufted  per- 
fpiration,  expofed  to  a  Hill  en- 
creafing  caufe  ?  —  To  this  fource 
we  may  principally  attribute  the 
multitude  of  what  are  generally 
called  convalefcen ts  |  which  in 
truth,  for  the  moH  part,  are  peo¬ 
ple  labouring  under  chronic  com¬ 
plaints  from  the  irrs perfect  folution 
of  acute  difeafes. 

Though  I  have  continually  op¬ 
portunities  in  my  private  prac¬ 
tice,  to  prove  the  extent  of  the 
doctrine  i  advance,  it  is  my  in¬ 
tention  to  have  the  application  of 
thefe  obfervations  underflood  to 
belong  to  the  military,  and  that 
degree  of  dyfentery  which  is  no 
where  to  be  feen  but  in  their 
camps  and  garrifons  : — for  which 
reafon  I  fhall  ill ultrate  the  fuh- 
jebt  with  a  fhort  account  of  the 
bloody-flux,  as  it  now  rages  a- 
mongfl  the  troops  in  this  ifland, 
and  particularly  in  the  camp  at 
Fort  Cajiikt  with  the  method  l 
have  happily  found  fuccefsful  in 
the  treatment  of  thofe  committed 
to  my  care. 

This  flux  will  appear  to  want 
alrnofl  all  the  fuppofed  remote 
caufes  of  a  dyfentery,  but  it  will 
be  found  with  the  immediate  one 
common  to  all. 

The  Hate  of  the  human  frame, 
during  feme  months  pafl,  has  un¬ 
dergone  a  multitude  of  diurnal 
tranfltions,  from  the  abfence  or 
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piefence  of  a  violent  fea  breeze  : 
— the  weather  has  been  remark¬ 
ably  dry  and  hot,  and  at  times 
fultry  : — it  was  impoffible  to  ufe 
the  leak  exercife,  without  bein? 
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heated  ;  and  it  was  almolt  impof- 
fible  to  get  heated,  without  be¬ 
ing  immediately  chilled  by  the 
breeze. 

It  is  the  foldier’s  life  to  be 
much  expofed,  and  it  is  his  cuf- 
tom  to  be  carelefs  of  himfelf : — 
when  he  is  fatigued  or  heated  he 
h aliens  to  cool  himfelf  in  the 
breeze  or  night  air;  and  perhaps 
throws  off  his  cloaths,  and  often 
lies  down  and  deeps  in  that  con¬ 
dition  : — if  he  is  wet,  he  dries  his 
cloaths,  linen,  and  Ikin  together  : 

■ — by  theie  means,  perfpiration, 
the  great  fountain  of  health  in 
hot  climates,  is  luddenly  Hopped, 
and  febrile  ftriftures  occupy  the 
whole  furface  of  the  body. 

A  flux  following  thefe  data, 
will  diltinguilh  itfelf  by  an  inflam¬ 
matory  diatheiis  ;  and  its  progrefs 
will  consequently  be  rapid. 

The  general  fymptoms  are,  a 
chillnefs  in  the  beginning,  fuc- 
ceeded  by  feverilh  heats  ;  grip- 
ings  and  frequent  fmall  motions  ; 
ficknefs  of  the  llomach,  and  fonie- 
times  retchings;  copious  purging 
foon  follows,  with  green,  brown, 
or  yellow  watery  ftoois  ;  thefe  are 
now  mixed  with,  or  fucceeded  by, 
great  difeharges  of  blood  ;  the 
Hools  vary  in  ffetor  and  appear¬ 
ance,  according  to  the  periods  of 
the  difeafe,  or  as  they  are  more 
or  lefs  retained  :  a  conflderable 
degree  of  fever  brings  on  the  dif¬ 
eafe,  and  accompanies  it,  with 
fome  ;  with  others  but  little  ; — 
fmall,  bloody,  flimy  flools,  con¬ 
tinually  harrafs  the  patient  in  the 
laft  Hages,  particularly  at  nights ; 


the  tongue  is  greatly  furred,  and 
fometimes  of  a  brown  or  black 
colour  ;  apthae  appear  but  feldorn. 
— 'This  is  the  general  account  of 
thofe  who  experience  the  violence 
of  the  difeafe,  and  furvive  the 
firll  week  ;  but  many  who  were 
feized  at  tne  fetting  in  of  the  flux 
this  ipring,  periihed  within  that 
time. 

The  curative  indications  are — 
to  caufe  a  revuljion  to  the  furface  of 
the  body ,  and  to  cleanfe  the  intefiines  : 
— 1  he  dileafe  being  rapid,  the 
cure  depends  on  pet  forming  thefe 
things  as  fpeedily  as  poflihle. 

Experience  havirrg  (hewn,  that 
the  common  methods  and  medi¬ 
cines  hitherto  ufed,  fall  far  fliort 
of  obtaining  the  important  point 
of  revuiflon  in  proper  time,  and 
fupporting  it,  the  prafiice  will 
Hill  be  deficient,  if  we  cannot  And 
means  adequate  to  that  purpofe. 

The  indu&ive  conflderations 
are,  to  bleed  whenever  it  can  be 
done  with  fafety  ;  to  cleanfe  the 
prinue  wire ;  to  check  the  impetus 
with  which  the  circulation  is  de¬ 
termined  on  the  intellines,  dis¬ 
tending  and  burfling  the  coats  of 
the  vefleis ;  to  remove  the  fpafm 
from  the  vefleis  of  the  furface  of 
the  body,  and  to  caufe  a  diver- 
flon  there  :  all  thefe  mull  be  done 
immediately,  that  the  revulkca 
may  be  effectual. 

Bleeding  being  an  operation  of 
great  confequence  in  the  flux,  the 
cure  is  generally  begun  with  it, 
repeating  it  as  the  lyrnptoms  au- 
thorife : — there  are  but  few  in- 
llances  where  it  may  not  fafely  be 
done  in  the  beginning  of  the  dif¬ 
eafe  ;  the  neceflity  is  obvious  where 
the  patient  is  young,  plethoric, 
with  fever  and  full  pulfe. 

After  bleeding,  a  vomit  of  ipe 
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cacuanha  is  to  be  given,  which 
commonly  relieves  the  ftomach 
from  a  load  of  acid,  poraceous, 
bilious  impurities  but  our  great 
expectation  from  v.omitirg  is,  that 
its  aftion  on  the  mufcular  fibres 
of  the  ftomach,  forces  open  the 
extreme  arterial  capillaries,  for¬ 
wards  the  circulation  to  the  fur- 
face  of  the  body,  and  induces  to 
fweat. — An  opiate  after  its  ope¬ 
ration  is  neceffary. 

After  the  vomit  and  opiate,  it 
is  proper  to  empty  the  bowels; 
but  with  caution  in  cafe  the  pa¬ 
tient  is  weak  ;  and  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner  as  not  to  increafe  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  the  blood  there,  and 
divert  it  from  the  furface  ;  for 
then  we  fhould  lofe  the  ground 
gained  by  the  vomit,  and  coun¬ 
teract  our  principal  defign,— An 
antimonial  that  aCts  much  upon 
the  {kin,  and  purges  at  the  fame 
time,  is  what  1  always  ufe. 

The  prim a  ‘via  being  cleanfed, 
and  the  revulbon  begun,  it  mult 
be  completed  by  fudorifics,  that 
the  difeafe  may  be  thrown  off  by 
fweat.  This  will  be  effeCied  by 
uniting  an  opiate  with  a  diapho¬ 
retic,  and  adminiftering  it  as  oc- 
cafion  requires.  Laudanum  and 
antimonial  wine  combined,  is  a 
medicine  that  caufes  little  or  no 
irritation,  and  is  a  pleafant  and 
certain  diaphoretic :  it  is  always 
neceffary  in  the  flux,  when  a  fweat 
is  intended  by  antimonial  or  other 
emetic  medicines  in  fmall  doles, 
to  add  laudanum,  to  take  off  their 
irritation  ;  by  which  means,  their 
dofes  and  effe&s  may  be  yearly 
extended. 

James's  powder  is  admirably 
well  calculated  to  anfwer  the  firlt 
intentions  in  this  difeafe  ;  it  pof- 
fdTes  this  great  advantage,  that 


though  it  {hall  effectually  cleanfe 
the  prima  ‘via  properly  given,  it 
never  fails  to  excite  a  plentiful 
fweat,  and  terminates  on  the  fkin . 
— This  double  operation  (if  I 
may  fo  call  it)  perhaps  has  made 
it  ft)  decifive  in  obftinate  fevers. 

When  the  diaphorejis  is  begun, 
1  cover  my  patient  with  his  blan¬ 
ket,  (which  no  foldier  fhould  be 
without)  and  take  care  that  the 
wind  is  not  admitted  directly  upon 
him.  I  do  not  fuffer  him  to  un¬ 
cover  himfelf,  but  order  what¬ 
ever  he  wants  to  be  brought  to 
him,  and  fupply  him  copioufly 
with  warm  mint,  fage,  balm,  or 
oatmeal  tea  ;  and  now  and  then 
give  him  a  bafon  of  gruel,  or  thin 
flour  pap,  with  a  fpoonful  or  two 
of  good  found  white  wane,  as  free 
as  poflible  from  acidity. 

When  the  fudorific  procefs  has 
been  fuccefsfully  continued,  all 
the  fymptoms  grow  milder;  and 
if  the  patient  breaks  out  in  a  rafti, 
or  eiflorefeent  eruptions,  or  boils, 
the  difeafe  will  foon  vanifli. 

In  cale  the  flux  continues  ob¬ 
ftinate,  and  the  fvveats  do  not  go 
on  kindly,  it  will  not  only  be 
requifue  to  carry  off  the  morbific 
humours,  by  a  dofe  of  the  anti¬ 
monial  purgative,  but  repeated 
vomits  of  ipecacuanha  are  to  be 
given.— -In  this  cafe,  the  circu¬ 
lation  has  not  been  enough  di¬ 
verted  from  the  intellines,  to  oro- 
duce  a  full  and  fufticient  diapho- 
refis  ;  it  is  therefore  neceffary  to 
give  a  frelh  impulfe  to  the  fibres, 
by  the  aClion  of  vomiting,  for  in 
vomiting,  the  aCtion  of  the  fto- 
maeb.*  and  the  contraction  of  the 
abdominal  vifeera,  forces  the  blood 
to  the  iurface  and  upper  parts  of 
the  body. 

Another  caufe  of  obftinacy  in 
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the  flux,  is  indurated  faces  lodged 
in  the  inteftines  ; — and  though  the 
patient  {hall  have  been  repeatedly 
purged,  and  taken  nothing  but 
fluids  during  his  illnefs,  it  is 
amazing  what  lumps  of  excre¬ 
ment  will  fometimes  be  brought 
away  by  a  repetition  of  the  anti- 
monial  purgative,  after  an  inter¬ 
val  of  l'everal  days  ; — for  which 
reafon,  when  the  fvveats  have  been 
plentiful,  the  pulfe  moderate,  and 
the  flux  dill  continues  obftinate, 
we  may  fufpedl  this  to  be  the 
cafe.— -The  extraordinary  appear¬ 
ance  thefe  balls  of  excrement 
fometimes  acquire,  from  a  long 
retention  amongft  difeafed  fecre- 
lions,  have  induced  fome  to  vvhim- 
fical  fuppofitions  concerning  their 
caufe,  and  component  principles. 

I  purfue  this  method,  regulat¬ 
ing  it  as  occafion  may  require,  or 
particular  occurrences  fuggefl,  un¬ 
til  the  patient  is  in  a  condition 
for  bark,  and  other  tonics  and 
corroborants. 

The  flux  will  continue  trou- 
blefome  in  fome  fubje&s,  from 
mere  weaknefs  and  relaxation  of 
the  veflels,  without  any  material 
gripings  or  feverifh  fymptoms  : — 
here  I  never  hefitate  to  give  bark 
with  fnake-root  and  wine. 

In  all  complaints  of  the  bowels, 
particularly  in  the  dyfentery,  the 
bark  fhould  never  be  given  in 
fubflance  ;  it  caufes  irritation,  and 
gripings ;  and  either  brings  back 
the  difeafe,  or  fills  the  patient 
with  obflrudlions : — a  flrong  de- 
cottion  therefore  is  ever  to  be  pre¬ 
ferred. 

As  the  flux  is  always  increafed 
at  the  approach  of  night ;  fo,  for 
fome  time  after  it  has  abated,  the 
pulfe  quickens,  and  the  patient 
grows  feverifh  in  che  evening — < 
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This  is  an  admonition,  that  we 
fhould  defiA  from  the  bark,  and 
give  a  gentle  diaphoretic  at  night. 

The  remaining  acrimony,  which 
fometimes  keeps  up  a  fmall  irri¬ 
tation  after  every  other  fymptom 
is  removed,  may  be  corredled  with 
abforbents,  and  carried  off  before 
the  ufe  of  the  bark  ;  or  at  any 
fubfequent  period,  if  it  fhould  re¬ 
cur,  with  rhubarb  and  magnefla, 
or  any  mild  cathartic. 

During  the  convalefcent  ftate 
of  chofe  who  have  been  much  re¬ 
duced,  and  to  prevent  a  relapfe, 
a  flannel  flair t  or  jacket,  worn 
next  the  fkin,  is  of  Angular  be¬ 
nefit. —  When  the  bowels  have 
fufFered  confiderably  by  the  flux, 
and  cannot  recover  their  tone, 
but  from  weaknefs  are  fubjed  to 
returns  of  that  complaint,  or  to 
diarrhoea  or  tenefmus,  on  the  leak 
expofltion  to  cold  ;  a  flannel  jacket 
worn  next  the  Ikin  will  be  found 
a!moA  a  certain  remedy,  and 
preventative.  —  Such  occafionai. 
cloathing  is  very  ufeful  to  officers 
and  foldiers  on  fervice  in  hot  cli¬ 
mates,  expofed  to  rains,  dews,  or 
night  air;  or  to  put  on  after  hav¬ 
ing  been  wet,  fatigued,  or  heat¬ 
ed,  that  perfpiration  may  not  be 
fuddenly  checked,  and  that  the 
body  may  cool  gradually. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  when  the 
attack  is  fudden  and  violent,  it 
will  be  neceflary  to  overtake  the 
difeafe  with  opiates  and  cordials, 
before  any  recourfe  to  its  princi¬ 
ples  can  be  adopted  ;  otherwife 
the  patient  may  be  exhaufted  and 
funk  beyond  the  recovery  of  me¬ 
dicine. 

Here  I  cannot  help  expreffing 
my  concern,  that^  the  aggravated 
fymptoms  which  return  in  the 
morning,  have  not  put  an  end  to 
4  the 
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the  cuftcm  of  giving  pills  of  opium 
at  night. — When  opium  is  given 
alone,  and  continued  for  any 
time,  after  its  cordial  effe&s  are 
over,  it  weakens  the  veffels,  in¬ 
jures  the  nerves,  caufes  a  ftran- 
gury,  and  lowers  the  powers  of 
life  :  — «,  the  humours,  inftead  of 
being  diffipated,  accumulate  in 
the  difeafed  parts,  that  when  the 
conftipation  is  off,  the  blood  ruffes 
forth  with  increafed  violence,  and 
accelerates  the  patient’s  end. 

In  the  far  advanced  (late  of  the 
difeafe,  we  find  the  mefente.ric  vef- 
lels  and  glands  enlarged,  and  ob- 
ilrudted  ;  the  gland ulae  peyerianas 
of  the  inteftines  thickened,  their 
coats  tumified,  relaxed,  abraded, 
and  h aliening  into  a  date  of  fpha- 
celation  : — opium  in  this  fituation 
moil  increale  and  multiply  every 
evil. 

The  real  ufe  of  opium  is,  to  ar» 
red  the  hurry  of  the  difeafe  ;  to 
procure  time  to  put  fome  rational 
means  of  cure  into  execution  ;  to 
give  other  medicines  their  intend¬ 
ed  efi-eft,  and  to  eafe  thofe  tormi¬ 
na  which  fornetimeS‘  are  intoler¬ 
able.— Here  the  matchlefs  power 
of  opium  raifes  our  admiration. 

in  the  preceding  hiltory  it  will 
appear,  that  the  flux  is  not  con¬ 
fined  to  particular  feafons  and  fi- 
tuations  ; — that,  what  have  been 
commonly  confidered  as  univerfal 
remote  caufes,  only  give  the  type 
to  the  difeafe  ; — and  that  its  ge¬ 
neral  caufe,  producible  various 
ways,  is  obflrucled  perfpiration. 

The  flux  that  prevailed  lail  au¬ 
tumn,  was  attended  with  many  of 
thofe  caufes  that  are  called  re¬ 
mote:- —  Auguil,  September,  Oc¬ 
tober,  and  the  beginning  of  No¬ 
vember,  were  remarkably  elofe. 


and  fultry,  with  frequent  ralnsi 
—the  great  diflch&rge  of  perfpira¬ 
tion,  from  the  rarefadiion  of  the 
blood,  in  fuch  a  feafon,  relaxes 
the  extremities  of  the  perfpirable 
veffels,  and  fubjedls  them  to  fud- 
den  fpafm,  and  collapflon. 

The  camp  dyfentery,  in  low, 
damp,  marffy  countries,  in  the 
autumnal  feafon,  has  all  the  con¬ 
comitants  and  type  of  a  flux  in  hot 
climates  after  heavy  rains  ; — there 
'will  be  lefs  difpofuion  to  inflam¬ 
mation,  and  the  fluids  will  tend 
more  to  a  ftate  of  diflblution — yet 
it  is  a  fewer  turned  upon  the  in¬ 
teftines,  for  want  of  a  free  and  re¬ 
gular  perfpiration,  from  the  thick- 
nefs  and  moiiture  of  the  atmof- 
phere. 

The  irritation  thus  produced  on 
the  bowels,  foon  caufes  a  violent 
determination  of  blood  there  $ 
and  as  the  circulation  is  diminifhed 
in  the  veffels  of  the  furface  of  the 
body,  it  is  increafed  in  thofe  of 
the  inteftines. 

By  this  increafed  aflion  of  the 
arteries,  the  progrefs  of  the  blood 
is  impeded,  in  the  minute  rami¬ 
fications  of  the  veffels ; — hence 
bsemorrhage,  and  extravafation  : — 
an  immediate  revulfion  is  there¬ 
fore  neceftarv  :  —  it  mull  be  exten- 
five,  but  fuitable,  that  there  may 
be  no  mifchief  done  by  increasing 
the  debility  incident  to  the  dif- 
ea'fe. 

Bleeding  cannot  be  performed 
in  every  fubjedl,  nor  in  every  ftage 
or  condition  of  a  flux  — cathar¬ 
tics  only  cleanfe  the  affected  parts  | 
emetics  are  limited  to  anfwer  cer¬ 
tain  pu:  poles  ;  diaphoretics  have 
never  been  ufed,  in  a  manner  nor 
extent  fufficient  to  produce  an  ef¬ 
fect  }  and  the  cuftom  of  expofmg 
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patients  to  partial  currents  of  cold 
air,  prevents  nature  from  doing 
any  thing  towards  the  cure. 

The  type  of  the  difeafe,  being 
duly  attended  to,  will  indicate 
the  quantity,  and  nature  of  the 
evacuations  neceffary  to  facilitate 
revullion  ;  and  it  is  fafely  and  ef¬ 
fectually  completed,  by  a  careful 
continued  courfe  of  fudorihes, 
kept  up  in  extent  proportioned  to 
the  difeafe. 

Thus  have  I  communicated  what 
I  conceive  to  be  the  general  caufe 
of  the  dyfentery  of  the  Welt-Indies, 
which  has  been  fo  deltru&ive  to 
the  troops— and  entered  into  a 
fhort  difauifuion  of  its  nature,— 
and  explained  the  method  1  have 
followed  in  its  cure— — I  have 
avoided  the  detail  of  minute  de- 
feriptions,  circumftances,  and  par¬ 
ticular  cafes,  as  not  coming  with¬ 
in  my  defign  ;  which  is,  to  ex¬ 
plain  my  method  of  cure,  appli¬ 
cable  to  the  caufe  I  have^  affigned 
of  this  difeafe,  and  comprifed  in 
the  following  cor.fiderations  ; — 
that  the  dyfentery  is  a  fever  of  the 
intejlines  ;  that  the  caule  is  ob- 
JiruEled  perfpiration  ;  and  that  the 
cure  is  in  calling  back  the  circu¬ 
lation  to  the  furface  of  the  body, 
and  increafing  the  fenfible  pei  fpi- 
ration  by  the  molt  active  fudori- 
fics.  * 


Defcription  of  a  nevuly  invent  ci  Ma¬ 
chine  for  Raking  Summer  Corn 
Stubbles ,  by  Mr.  George  Bol- 
well,  of  Piddlecown,  Dorfec. 
From  the  Letters  of  the  Bath 
Agriculture  Society. 

Gentlemen, 

BOUT  three  years  fmee  I 
found  fome  difficulty  in  pro- 

Vol.  XXIV. 
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curing  hands  to  take  up  my  lent 
or  fu miner  corn  in  the  method 
ufuallv  praClifed  in  this  county, 
that  is,  by  forking  the  fwarths  in¬ 
to  cocks,  and  raking  the  ground 
with  hand-rakes  by  women.  Men. 
are  generally  employed  in  forking 
it.  It  therefore  occurred  to  me 
that  an  inftrument  might  be  mad.-; 
to  anfwer  the  purpole  of  raking  ic 
by  hand.  I  knew  the  Norfolk 
method  of  doing  ic  by  drag-rakes, 
(as  they  are  called)  drawn  by 
men  ;  but  the  men  were  wanting 
elfewhere.  I  had  often  feen  a 
horfe  rake,  made  for  gathering 
the  gramen  canine  or  couch-grals 
together  upon  fallow  lands,  and 
knew  a  farmer  who  had  ufed  ic 
for  his  mown  .wheat  itubbles  ;  but 
this  rake  being  drawn  from  the 
end  of  the  beam  by  the  horfe, 
dragging  the  ends  of  the  teeth 
upon  the  ground,  collected  fucti 
quantities  of  weeds,  grafs,  earth, 
and  Bones  with  it,  as  nearly  to 
render  the  corn  of  no  value  ;  bo¬ 
lides,  it  could  not  be  ufed  for 
clofe-mown  Itubbles  at  all.  Hav¬ 
ing  for  many  years  ufed  the  Nor¬ 
folk  ploughs  here,  l  thought  a 
rake  might  be  lb  conftrudted  as  to 
go  on  the  bread  work  of  one  of 
thefe  ploughs  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  plough  itfelf  is  ufed. 

I  therefore  had  one  made  nine 
feet  and  a  half  long,  and  the  teeth 
fix  inches  afunder.  Upon  apply¬ 
ing  it  in  the  place  of  the  plough 
on  the  bread-work,  X  found  ic 
anfvvered  extremely  well,  excepc 
that  when  it  met  with  any  confi- 
derable  obit.  uddion  at  one  end,  ic 
drew  the  other  end  afiant.  To 
remedy  this  inconvenience,  I  took 
away  the  pillar  (the  part  of  the 
bread-work  that  the  beam  reds 
upon,  and  which  is  railed  higher, 
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or  let  down  lower,  to  link  or  raife 
the  plough)  and  had  another  made 
to  extend  about  a  foot  or  rather 
more  beyond  the  outfides  of  the 
kandards,  and  from  each  end  of 
the  chain,  made  to  let  out  or 
take  op  at  pleafure,  to  each  end 
of  the  pillar :  this  kept  the  rake 
even  and  Heady.  To  my  great 
fatisfaftion,  I  found  it  fucceed 
even  beyond  my  expe&ation  ;  for 
by  means  of  this  break-work,  it 
could,  like  the  Norfolk  plough, 
be  inkantly  fet  up  or  let  down  to 
the  greatek  degree  of  nicety ;  lo 
that  any  Hubble,  whether  cut 
high  or  low,  whether  very  full  of 
grafs  or  clover,  or  quite  clean, 
might  be  raked  by  it  with  equal 
facility  ;  for  the  teeth  being  made 
very  much  curved,  the  lower  part 
of  the  back  of  the  teeth  reks  upon 
the  ground,  and  the  points  (land 
out  of  it.  The  weight  of  the 
rake  prekes  the  teeth  clefe  to  the 
ground,  and  the  corn  is  gathered 
into  the  throat  of  the  rake,  with¬ 
out  digging  up  the  weeds  or  the 
foil.  The  teeth  are  made  fuffi- 
ciently  Hrong  to  prevent  their 
bending.  I  have  found  a  rake  of 
the  length  above-mentioned  very 
manageable;  whether  it  would 
do  better  if  made  longer  muft  be 
left  to  future  experiments.  1  was 
determined  to  this  length  by  the 
breadth  of  our  gate-ways,  being 
juk  enough  to  admit  it  through 
them  without  taking  it  to  pieces. 

For  perfons  who  want  to  remove 
it  to  a  dikant  part,  two  fmall 
wheels  might  be  added,  to  put  on 
©ccafionaliy  at  the  ends,  to  raife 
the  teeth  from  the  ground  as  it  is 
drawn  along  the  road. 

I  am  fenfible,  that  if  a  low  wheel 
were  fixed  at  each  end,  even  when 
in  its  work,  it  would  greatly  lef- 
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fen  the  fridlion,  and  the  Itorfe" 
would  draw  it  the  eafier ;  but  it 
would  render  it  more  complex, 
and,  perhaps,  occaficn  it  not  to 
turn  fo  eafiiy  at  the  ends  of  the 
land.  I  have,  however,  had  it 
in  idea,  to  fix  fome  kind  of  kan- 
dard  on  the  head  of  the  rake  for  a 
line,  like  the  Norfolk  plough¬ 
lines,  to  come  back  to,  that  the 
man  might  guide  the  horfe  him- 
fejf,  and  lave  the  expence  of  a 
boy  to  lead  him  ;  but  to  this 
there  feem  to  arife  fome  objec¬ 
tions. 

One  horfe,-  and  a  boy  to  lead 
him,  with  a  man  to  clear  the 
rake,  will  eafiiy  rake  twelve  acres 
of  Hubble  in  a  day  5  and  if  two 
horfes  are  taken  into  the  field?,  to 
be  tiled  alternately,  twenty  acres 
might  be  raked  in  the  fame  time  j 
buft  this  would  be  hard  work  for 
the  man. 

The  Manner  of  afing  it  is  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

The  rake  being  put  on  the 
break-work  of  the  Norfolk  plough* 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  ploughs 
are,  the  horfe  draws  it  with  the 
fame  traces,  &c.  (only  in  the 
plough  two  horfes  are  ufed,  and 
here  but  one)  and  being  fet  into1 
its  work  to  a  proper,  height,  ac¬ 
cording  as  the  Hubble  is  long  or 
Ihort,  the  boy  leads  the  horfe 
acrofs  the  ridges,  the  corn  being 
previoufly  put  in  cocks  by  the 
forkers  ;  the  man  follows  the  rake, 
and  when  it  is  filled,  he  fpeaks  to 
the  boy,  who  Hops  the  horfe,  and 
puts  him  back  a  Hep  or  two.  This 
is  done  that  the  man,  by  drawing 
the  rake  back  a  little,  may  the 
more  eafiiy  and  fpeedily  free  k 
from  the  corn  ;  then  lifting  it  up, 
and  the  horfe  infiantly  going  on. 
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lie  drops  the  rake  juft  beyond  the 
ridge  thus  gathered  together.  This 
he  repeats  as  often  as  it  is  full,  till 
he  reaches  the  end  of  the  land. 
Then  he  turns,  and,  coming  back 
by  the  fide  of  the  part  raked, 
empties  the  rake  adjoining  to  the 
other.  By  this  means  the  raked 
corn  lies  in  ftrait  rows  acrofs  the 
held,  and,  when  dry,  is  turned 
if  necefiary,  gathered  up,  and 
carried  away. 

I  am  fatisfied  it  might  alfo  be 
advantageoufly  employed  in  rak¬ 
ing  upland  hay-ground,  and  all 
forts  of  feed  clover- land. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  mention, 
that  in  the  firft  rake  I  made,  the 
teeth  were  only  three  inches  afuri- 
der.  I  foon  found  they  were  too 
clofe.  Taking,  therefore,  every 
other  one  out,  I  made  another  fix 
inches  aiunder — the  holes  in  the 
firft  not  being  filled  up,  the  teeth 
might,  if  neceffagy,  be  replaced, 
and  then  would  be  thick  enough 
to  rake  any  gentleman’s  lawn 
which  is  kept  frequently  mown. 

I  make  no  apology  lor  this 
trouble — my  intention  fiiall  plead 
my  excufe  ;  and  therefore  only 
add,  that  I  am,  your  obedient 
humble  fervant, 

George  Boswell. 


Infirudions  for  the  Prevention  and 
Cure  of  the  Epizooty  or  contagious 
Difemptr  among  Horned  cattle. 

' Tr anflated  from  the  French  of 
Monf.  De  Saive,  apothecary  to 
the  Prince  Bifop  of  Liege,  by 
Mr.  Moreau,  of  Bath.  Prom 
the  fame. 

TT'ARMERS  have  no  need  to 
|p  be  informed,  how  important 
a  matter  the  prefervation  of  their 
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cattle  is.  The  confiderable  ad¬ 
vantages  they  reap  from  them 
when  free  from  accidents,  and  the 
JoiTes  they  fuffer  when  diftempers 
fpread  among  their  herds,  are 
fufticient  motives  to  make  them 
feel  the  intereft  they  have  in  pre- 
ferving  their  cow-houfes,  ftables. 
See.  from  the  infection,  and  in. 
ufing  ail  poflible  means  to  prevent 
its  progrefs.  But  as  fatal  expe¬ 
rience  has  proved  that  the  ufe  of 
medicines,  with  the  powers  of 
which  they  were  not  well  ac¬ 
quainted,  has  been  frequently 
more  prejudicial  than  falutary  in 
the  Epizooty ;  and  that  country 
people  by  placing  an  unlimited 
confidence  in  pretended  fpecifics, 
purchafed  at  a  very  high  price, 
have  very  often  been  drawn  into 
a  double  lofs,  by  the  death  of 
their  cattle,  as  well  as  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  fuch  drugs  ;  it  is  thought 
the  communication  of  an  effica¬ 
cious  and  cheap  manner  of  treat¬ 
ing  cattle  when  attacked  by 
this  diftemper,  and  of  the  means 
to  prevent  their  being  fo,  will  be 
rendering  an  efTentiai  fervice*tO 
the  public. 

The  moment  they  perceive  any 
fymptoms  of  the  diftemper,  they 
fhould  immediately  take  about  a 
pint  and  a  half  cf  blood  from  the 
beaft,  except  he  has  been  ill  adayor 
two,  in  which  cafe  he  mull  not  be 
let  blood  ;  but  in  both  cafes  let  the 
following  draught  be  given  : 

No.  i.  An  ounce  of  the  beft: 
theriac  (Venice  treacle)  dififolved 
in  a  pint  of  vinegar,  after  which, 
the  back  bone  and  the  whole  hide 
mull  be  well  rubbed  with  a  dry 
hair  cloth,  to  heat  the  hide  and 
promote  perfpiration.  No  drink 
fhould  be  given  him  but  a  white 
drink,  comuofed  of 

H  z  *  No. 
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No.  2.  A  hand tul  or  two  of 
rye-meal  in  a  pailful  of  clear  wa¬ 
ter  ;  and,  fhotild  the  beaft  feem 
to  want  food,  mix  up  fome  crumbs 
of  rye-bread  with  fome  of  the 
faid  white  drink,  and  give  it 
him.  The  animal’s  mouth  mull 
be  wafhed  twice  a  day  with  a  cloth 
dipped  in  a  mixture  of 

No.  3.  Vinegar  and  water, 
(equal  quantity  of  each)  with  a 
fpoonful  of  honey  to  a  pint  of  it. 

If  on  the  fecond  day  the  beaft 
has  not  dunged,  a  clyfter,  com- 
pofed  of 

No.  4.  A  pint  of  water  in 
which  bran  has  been  boiled,  two 
fpoonfuls  of  fait,  and  a  fmall  glafs 
of  vinegar,  nuift  be  given  and 
repeated  every  day  till  the  evacua¬ 
tions  are  natural  and  regular. 

Befides  the  above  remedies,  the 
following  cordial  mixture  : 

No.  5.  A  pint  of  clear  water, 
the  fame  quantity  of  vinegar,  four 
fpoonfuls  of  honey  or  fyrup,  and 
two  glaffes  of  brandy,— mu  ft  be 
given  four  times  a  day  to  facilitate 
and  keep  up  perfpiration  ;  taking 
particular  care  to  repeat  the  fric¬ 
tion  as  directed  above. 

Should  the  beaft  Bill  continue 
low  and  heavy,  the  draught  No.  1. 
mu  ft  be  repeated,  unlefs  he  fhould 
be  found  to  be  hot  and  thirfty,  in 
which  cafe,  ufe  only  the  drink 
No.  2.  On  the  fourth  day,  if  he 
feems  more  lively  and  free  from 
heat,  purge"  him  with. 

No.  6.  Two  ounces  of  fa  Its, 
and  one  ounce  of  common  fait, 
diftolved  in  a  pint  of  lukewarm 
water,  with  two  fpoonfuls  of  ho¬ 
ney.  If  this  does  not  procure  four 
or  live  evacuations,  repeat  the 
clyfter  the  fame  day. 

This  mode  of  treatment  muft  be 
continued  without  intermifticn  till 
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the  beaft  begins  to  eat,  then  you 
muft  only  give  him  the  white 
drink  No.  2,  and  a  little  good 
fodder,  or,  fome  rye-bread  dip¬ 
ped  in  Bale  beer,  moderately 
fweetened  with  honey  or  fyrup. 

The  exterior  treatment  confifts 
in  the  application  of  fetons  in  the 
beginning  of  the  diftemper,  at  the 
bottom  of  the  dew-lap,  and  of 
cauteries  towards  the  horns,  be¬ 
tween  which  fome  weight  muft  be 
fixed,  fueh  as,  a  ftone  of  a  pound 
weight,  or  more,  wrapt  up  in  a 
cloth,  to  keep  it  fteady.  This  is 
neceffary  to  keep  the  head  warm. 
But  above  all,  the  friction  muft 
be  clofely  attended  to,  in  order  to 
determine  the  critical  efforts  of 
nature. 

It  would  be  well  alfo  to  evapo¬ 
rate  vinegar  in  the  coiv-houfe, 
&c.  and  if  it  could  be  done  with¬ 
out  rifque,  blowing  off  a  few 
grains  of  gun-powder,  twice  a-day 
in  them,  would  be  a  very  ufeful 
fumigation. 

If,  notwithftanding  thefe  aids, 
the  beaft  be  not  perfedby  cured  in 
ten  or  twelve  days,  they  muft  be 
continued  without  bleeding,  un¬ 
lefs  the  inflammation  be  very  con- 
fiderable  ;  but  if,  after  ail,  the 
diftemper  does  not  give  way,  the 
beaft  muft  be  killed,  and  then  too 
much  care  cannot  be  taken  to  bury 
it  very  deep  ;  cover  it  over  with 
the  earth  which  came  out  of  the 
hole,  and  a  turf  over  all,  in  or¬ 
der  to  prevent  the  putrid  vapours, 
which  exhale  from  fuch  carrion, 
corrupting  the  air  and  fpreading 
the  infection. 

As  to  the  prefervatives  from 
infeftions  the  principal,  after  hav¬ 
ing  taken  every  precaution  pofli- 
ble  to  prevent  its  communication 
from  other  herds,  confifts  in  walh- 
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ing  the  racks,  troughs,  See.  and 
the  hide  of  the  beaft  every  day, 
with  plenty  of  water  ;  and,  as  the 
generality  of  people  feem  to  place 
great  confidence  in  flrong  aroma¬ 
tic  fumigations,  they  are  advifed, 
inftead  of  the  expenfive  drugs  of 
which  fuch  fumigations  are  com- 
pofed,  to  ufe  fires  made  with  the 
branches  of  green  wood,  throw¬ 
ing  pitch  on  it  to  quicken  the 
flames  and  perfume  the  air;  thefe 
fires  muff  be  lighted  at  fome  dif- 
tance  from  the  houfes,  for  fear  of 
accidents. 

Common  fait,  given  in  fmall 
quantities  every  day  to  horned 
cattle,  is  reckoned  an  excellent 
prefervative,  particularly  in  a 
learned  diflertation  on  the  conta¬ 
gious  diftempers  among  horned 
cattle,  by  Monf.  De  Limbourg, 
M.  D.  and  F.  R.  S.  of  London. 
It  fhould  be  obferved,  that  though 
the  report  of  an  Epizooty  is  often 
fpread,  yet  all  the  disorders  to 
which  cattle  are  liable  fhould  not 
be  attributed  to  this  epidemical 
dillemper,  fince  they  are  not  ex¬ 
empted  from  this  even  when  no 
contagious  didemper  reigns. — 
Therefore,  when  a  bead  is  taken 
ill,  enquiry  fhould  be  made  if  the 
infection  is  in  the  neighbourhood, 
as  in  fuch  cafe,  a  fufpicion  of  its 
being  the  Epizooty  would  be  well 
grounded,  and  immediate  recourfe 
fhould  be  had  to  the  remedies 
above-mentioned. 

13ut,  as  it  often  happens  that 
cattle  fall  fick  after  having  eaten 
bad  fodder,  or  having  grazed  in 
froily  weather  on  the  tops  of 
herbs,  &c.  when  covered  with 
ice  and  fnow,  (to  prevent  their 
doing  which,  all  pollible  care 
fhould  be  taken)  to  thefe  accidents 
only  are  frequently  to  be  attri¬ 


buted  the  ficknefs  and  death  of 
many  beads  which  fall  victims  to 
them. 

There  is  another  accident  no  lefs 
dangerous,  to  which  cattle  are 
liable,  which  is,  the  walking  them 
with  waters  prepared  with  diffe¬ 
rent  forts  of  poi  ons,  efpeciaily 
with  arfenlc  to  kill  the  vermin  ; 
thefe  waters  occafion  an  itching 
of  the  fkin,  which  obliges  the  ani¬ 
mal  to  lick  hirnfelf;  in  doing 
which  he  fucks  in  the  poifon.  It 
is  evident,  that  fuch  pernicious 
pratdices  may  occafion  as  fatal  dif- 
afters  and  unhappy  Ioffes  to  farm¬ 
ers,  as  even  the  Epizooty  itfelf; 
it  cannot,  therefore,  be  too  much 
recommended  to  them,  to  forbear 
the  ufe  of  fuch  things,  which  never 
fail  doing  the  mifehief  above  de- 
feribed. 


’Thoughts  on  the  Rot  in  Sheep .  From 
the  fame. 

^Jf~MIE  caufe  of  the  rot  in  fheep, 

A  fays  Mr.  Bofweli,  in  his 
late  ufeful  and  ingenious  publica¬ 
tion,  is  unknown. — Mr.  Arthur 
Young,  in  recapitulating  all  the 
information  he  could  get,  in  his 
Eadern  tour,  obferves,  that  “  the 
accounts  are  fo  amazingly  contra- 
didory,  that  nothing  can  be  ga¬ 
thered  from  them,”  but  concludes, 
that  “  every  one  knows  that  moif- 
ture  is  the  caufe.” 

In  differing  from  an  author  of 
Mr.  Young’s  acknowledged  me¬ 
ric,  fupported  by  the  general  opi¬ 
nion  of  mankind,  I  am  led  to  ex¬ 
amine  my  own  fentiments  with 
caution  and  diflruft  ; — but,  unlefs 
it  is  only  meant,  that  moidure  is 
general y  the  remote  caufey  it  will  be 
difficult  to  account  fo  the  rot  be- 
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ing  taken  on  fallows  in  a  fingle 
day,  and  in  water  meadows  fome- 
times  in  half  an  hour,  when  in 
grounds  of  a  different  fort,  although 
exceffively  wet  and  flabby,  Cheep 
will  remain  for  many  weeks  toge¬ 
ther  uninjured. 

Another  opinion,  which  has 
many  adherents,  is,  that  the  rot 
is  owing  to  the  quick  growth  of 
grafs  or  herbs  that  grow  in  wet 
places. 

Vvithout  premifing,  that  ali- 
bounteous  Providence  has  given 
to  every  animal  its  peculiar  tafte, 
by  which  it  diftinguifhes  the  food 
proper  for  its  prefervation  and  fup- 
port,  (if  not  vitiated  by  fortui¬ 
tous  circumftances),  it  feems  very 
difficult  to  difcover  on  philofophi- 
cal  principles,  why  the  quick 
growth  of  grafs  Ihould  render  it 
noxious,-— or  why  any  herb  ihould 
at  one  feafon  produce  fatal  efFedls, 
by  the  admiffion  of  pure  water 
only  into  its  component  parrs, 
which  at  other  times  is  perfectly 
innocent,  although  brought  to  its 
utmofl  flrength  and  maturity  by 
the  genial  influence  of  the  fun. 
So  far  from  agreeing  with  thofe 
who  attribute  the  rot  to  quick- 
growing  grafs,  which  they  call 
flafhy,  infipid,  and  dedicate  of 
falts,  to  me  the  quicknefs  of 
growth  is  a  proof  of  its  being 
endued  with  the  moil  adlive  prin¬ 
ciples  of  vegetation^  and  is  one 
of  the  criterions  of  its  fupericr  ex¬ 
cellence.  — -  P) elides,  the  conftant 
praftice  of  mod  fanners  in  the 
kingdom,  who,  with  the  greateft 
fecurity,  feed  their  meadows  in 
the  fpring,  when  the  grafs  (boots 
quick,  and  is  full  of  juices,  mili¬ 
tates  diredly  againft  this  opi¬ 
nion. 

Let  as  now  confider  whether 


another  caufe  may  not  be  affigned 
more  reconcileable  with  the  various 
accounts  we  receive  of  this  difior- 
der.  If  our  arguments,  however 
fpecious, are  contradictory  to  known 
fails,  inftead  of  conducting  us  in 
the  plain  paths  of  truth,  they  leave 
us  in  the  mazes  of  error  and  uncer¬ 
tainty. 

Each  fpecies  of  vegetables  and 
animals  has  its  peculiar  foil,  fitua- 
tion,  and  food,  affigned  to  it.— T 
Taught  by  unerring  in ftindt  ft  the 
fparrow  findeth  her  a  houfe,  the 
fwallow  a  nelt,  and  the  Itork  in  the 
heavens  knoweth  her  appointed 
time.”  The  whole  feathered  tribe, 
indeed,  difplay  a  wonderful  fa- 
gacity  and  variety  in’  the  choice 
and  ltruiture  of  their  habita¬ 
tions.  Nor  can  it  be  doubted  that 
the  minuteft  reptile  has  its  fixed 
laws,  appointed  by  him,  w'hofe 
**  tender  mercies  are  over  all  his 
works.” 

The  numerous  inhabitants  of 
the  air,  earth,  and  waters,  are 
flrongly  influenced  by  the  feafons* 
and  by  the  ftate  of  the  atmofphere; 
and  the  fame  caufes,  perhaps,  that 
rapidly  call  myriads  of  one  fpecies 
into  being,  rnav  frequently  prove 
the  deftru&ion  of  another.  Is  it 
then  improbable  that  fome  infebt 
finds  its  food,  and  lays  its  eggs, 
on  the  tender  fucculent  grabs 
fo-und  on  particular  foils,  (efpe- 
cially  wet  ones)  which  it  moil  de¬ 
lights  in  ?-— Or,  that  this  infe£t 
fhould,  after  a  redundancy  of  moif- 
ture,  by  an  inftindtive  impulfe, 
quit  its  dank  and  dreary  habita¬ 
tion,  and  its  fecundity  be  greatly 
increafed  by  fuch  feafons,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  prolific  warmth 
of  the  fun? 

The  flelh-fiy  lays  her  eggs  upon 
her  food,  which  alfio  ierves  to 
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fupport  her  future  offspring  ;  and 
the  common  earth-worm  propa¬ 
gates  its  Ipecies  above  ground, 
when  the  weather  is  miid  and 
moift,  or  the  earth  dewy. 

'Fhe  eggs,  depoiited  on  the 
tender  germ,  are  conveyed  with 
the  food  into  the  ftomach  and  in- 
teltines  of  the  animals,  whence 
they  are  received  into  the  ladteal 
yeffels,  carried  off  in  the  chyle, 
and  pafs  into  the  blood;  nor  do 
they  meet  with  any  obftrudfion 
until  they  arrive  at  the  capillary 
veffeis  of  the  liver.— Here,  as  the 
blood  filtrates  through  the  ex¬ 
treme  branches,  aniwering  to  thofe 
of  the  Vena  Porta  in  the  human 
body,  the  fecerning  veffeis  are 
too  minute  to  admit  the  impreg¬ 
nated  ova,  which,  adhering  to 
the  membran  ,  produce  thole  ani- 
malculae  that  feed  upon  the  liver 
and  deflroy  the  Iheep.  They 
much  refemble  the  flat  flfh  called 
plaice,  are  fometimes  as  large  as 
a  fllver  two-pence,  and  are  found 
both  in  the  liver  and  in  the  pipe, 
(anfwering  to  that  of  the  vena 
cava)  which  conveys  the  blood 
from  the  liver  to  the  heart. 

If  the  form  of  this  animal  is 
unlike  any  thing  we  meet  with 
among  the  infedt  tribe,  we  Ihould 
confider  that  it  may  be  fo  fmall 
in  its  natural  ftate  as  to  efcape 
our  obfervation. — -Or  might  not  its 
form  have  changed  with  its  fitua- 
tion  r _ The  caterpillar  under¬ 

goes  feveral  changes  before  it  pro¬ 
duces  a  butterfly. 

The  various  accounts  which 
every  diligent  enquirer  mull  have 
met  with,  (as  well  as  the  indefa¬ 
tigable  Mr.  Young)  feem  very 
confident  with  the  theory  of  this 
diforder. 

|f  dry,  limed  land  in  Derby- 
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fhire  will  rot  in  common  with 
water-meadows,  and  ftagnanc 
marfhes  ; — if  fome  fpringy  lands 
rot  when  others  are  perfedlly 
fafe  ; — is  it  owing  to  the  circum- 
flance  of  water,  or  that  of  pro¬ 
ducing  the  proper  food  or  nidus 
of  the  infedt  ?  Thofe  who  find 
their  aftergrafs  rot  till  the  autum¬ 
nal  watering,  and  fafe  afterwards, 
might  probably  be  of  opinion,  that 
the  embryo  laid  there  in  the  fum- 
mer,  is  then  wafhed  away  or  de- 
ftroyed. 

With  regard  to  thofe  lands  that 
are  accounted  never  fafe,  if  there 
is  not  fomething  peculiar  in  the 
foil  or  fltuation,  which  allures  or 
forces  the  infedt  to  quit  its  abode 
at  unufual  feafons,  it  may  be  well 
worth  enquiring,  whether  from 
the  coarfenefs  of  their  nature,  or 
for  want  of  being  fufficiently  fed, 
there  is  not  fome  grafs  in  thefe 
lands  always  left  of  a  fqjficienc 
length  to  fecure  the  eggs  of  the 
infedt  above  the  reach  of  the  wa¬ 
ter. 

Such  who  aflert  that  flowing  wa¬ 
ter  alotie  is  the  caufe  of  the  roc, 
can  have  but  little  acquaintance 
with  the  Somerfetlhire  clays,  and 
are  diametrically  oppofne  to  thofe 
who  find  their  worft  land  for  rot¬ 
ting  cured  by  watering.  Yet, 
may  not  the  water  which  produces 
this  effedt,  be  impregnated  with 
particles  deftrudtive  to  the  infedt, 
or  to  the  tender  germ  which  ferves 
for  its  food  or  nidus  ? 

For  folying  another  difficulty’, 
that  “  no  ewe  ever  rots  while  file 
has  a  lamb  by  her  fide/’  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  faculty  can  belt  in¬ 
form  us,  whether  it  is  not  pro¬ 
bable,  that  the  impregnated  ovum 
pafles  into  the  milk,  and  never 
arrives  at  the  liver.  The  fame 
fi  4.  learned 
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learned  gentlemen  may  think  the 
following  queftion  alio  not  un¬ 
worthy  their  confederation  : 

V\  hy  is  the  rot  fatal  to  fheep, 
hares,  and  rabbits,  (and  fome- 
times  to  calves),  when  cattle  of 
greater  bulk,  which  probably  take 
the  fame  food,  efcape  uninjured  ? 

Is  the  digeftive  matter  in  the 
ffornaeh  of  thefe  different  from 
that  of  the  others,  and  fuch  as 
will  turn  the  ova  into  a  Hate  of 
corruption  ;  or  rather,  are  not  the 
fee  re  tory  duds  in  the  liver  large 
enough  to  let  them  pafs  through, 
and  be  carried  on  in  the  uiual 
current  of  the  blood  ? 

It  feems  to  be  an  acknowledged 
fact,  that  falt-marlhes  never  rot. 
Sait  is  pernicious  to  molt  in  feds. 
They  never  infefl  gardens  where 
fea-weed  is  laid.  Common  fait 
and  water  is  a  powerful  expellent 
of  wormfs  bred  in  the  human  body. 

I  could  wifh  the  intelligent 
farmer  would  confider  thefe  truths 
with  attention,  and  not  negled  a 
remedy  which  is  cheap,  and  always 
at  hand. 

Li  fie,  in  hfs  book  of  hu  (ban  dry, 
informs  us  of  a  farmer  wno  cured 
his  whole  flock  of  the  rot,  by 
giving  each  fheep  a  handful  of 
bpanifh  fall,  for  live  or  fix  morn¬ 
ings  fucceffively.  The  hint  was 
probably  taken  from  the  Spaniards, 
who  frequently  give  their  fheep  fait 
to  keep  them  healthy. 

On  feme  farms,  perhaps,  the 
otmoft  caution  cannot  always  pre¬ 
vent  the  di (order.  IrT  wet  and 
warm  feafons,  the  prudent  farmer 
will  remove  his  fheep  from  the 
lands  liable  to  .rot.  Thofe  who 
have  it  not  in  their  power  to  do 
this,  I  would  advife  to  give  each 
fheep  a  fpoonful  of  common  fait, 
with  the  fame  quantity  of  Hour, 
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in  a  quarter  of  a  pint  of  water, 
once  or  twice  a  week.  When  the 
rot  is  recently  taken,  the  fame 
remedy  given  four  or  five  morn¬ 
ings  fucceffively,  will  in  all  pro¬ 
bability  effect  a  cure.  The  ad¬ 
dition  of  the  flour  and  water  will, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  writer  of 
this,  not  only  abate  the  pungency 
of  the  fait,  but  aiipofe  it  to  mix 
with  the  chyle  in  a  more  friendly 
and  efficacious  manner. 

Were  it  in  my  power  to  com¬ 
municate  to  the  fociety  the  refult 
of  adual  experiment,  it  would 
doubdefs  be  more  facisfadory. 
They  will,  however,  I  am  per- 
funded,  accept  of  thefe  hints,  at 
lead  as  an  earned  of  my  defire  to 
be  ferviceable.  Should  they  only 
tend  to  awaken  the  attention  of 
the  indullrious  hufdandman,  or  to 
excite  the  curioficy  of  fome  other 
enquirer,  who  has  more  leifure 
and  greater  abilities,  1  fhail  have 
the  fati'fadion  of  thinking  that 
my  (peculations,  however  imper- 
fetl,  are  not  entirely  ufelefs. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 

Benjamin  Price. 


An  Extract  from  a  Propofal  for  the 
Improvement  of  Agriculture.  From 
the  fame* 

H  E  difficulty  of  inflituting 
fchools  for  husbandry,  is 
now*  trifling,  fmee  fo  many  focie- 
t;es  have  been  eftablifhed  and  are 
fupported  with  To  much  liberali¬ 
ty;  Specially  fince  the  Society  of 
Arts ,  hi  a  n  uf a  Si  ures}  and  Commerce , 
is  annually  offering  fuch  valt  fums 
of  money  for  the  encouragement 
of  experiments  j  and  none  of  the 
other  focieties,  I  iltould  appre- 
*  hend* 
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bend,  are  formed  on  fo  fmall  a 
fcale  as  to  preclude  the  practica¬ 
bility  of  raking  into  their  hands 
a  few  fields,  (and  a  few  would  be 
fufficient)  and  of  appointing  Tome 
perfon  or  perfons  to  cultivate  them, 
and  inftruCt  the  pupils,  either  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  idea  of  Lord  Mole- 
fworth,  which  points  to  the 
education  of  poor  men’s  chil¬ 
dren  ;  or,  according  to  the  ideas 
of  Cowley  and  Sir  William  Petty, 
which  refpect  the  education  of 
gentlemen’s  fons  as  well  as  others. 

At  prefent,  however,  let  us  at¬ 
tend  to  the  advantages  accruing 
from  each  of  the  above  plans ; 
premifing  only,  that  leclures  on 
the  theory  of  hufbandry  mud,  by 
all  means,  be  accompanied  with  a 
clofe  attention  to  the  practical 
part  of  it,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  may 
tend  to  correct  the  miftakes  of 
fpeculation,  to  open  and  enlarge 
the  mind,  and  to  give  a  clearer 
in  fight  into  the  nature  of  vegeta¬ 
tion,  and  the  very  fundamental 
principles  of  agriculture. 

Were  fchools  eftablifhed  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  kingdom  for 
the  education  of  farmer’s  fons  who 
might  be  but  in  low  circumftances, 
gentlemen  would  never  want  ien- 
fible  and  rational  improvers  of 
their  eftates,  who  would  iikevvife 
be  the  mod  proper  perfons  to  in- 
ftrudt  par i fh  apprentices  and  infe¬ 
rior  fervants.  This  the  old  ex¬ 
perienced  Varro  reckoned  to  be 
of  principal  importance.  ‘  The 
bailiffs,’  fays  he,  ‘  ftiould  be  men 
of  fome  erudition  and  fome  degree 
of  refinement.’  But  more  Spe¬ 
cially  ought  a  bailiff  to  be  well 
Jkilled  in  rural  ceconomics  :  he 
lhouid  not  only  give  orders,  but 
alfo  work  himfelf ;  that  the  la¬ 
bourers  might  imitate  him,  and 
be  convinced  it  is  with  propriety 
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he  prefides  over  them,  beciufe  he 
excels  them  in  the  practical  part, 
as  well  as  the  fcientific. 

Were  this  the  cafe  with  us,  lo¬ 
cal  and  eftablifhed  cufioms  would 
be  regarded  no  farther  than  they 
are  founded  in  propriety;  younger 
fervants  would  be  accuitomed  to 
a  variation  in  their  methods  of 
culture  as  circumjla?ices  varied  ; 
new  modes  will  not  be  defpifed, 
becaufe  they  are  new  ;  the  effedfs 
of  experiments  would  be  modeftly 
expedled  ;  the  advantages  and  dis¬ 
advantages  attending  them,  would 
be  accurately  difeerned  ;  and  a 
continual  progrefs  would  be  made 
in  the  fcience  and  pradlice  of 
agriculture.  Were  fome  fmarc 
boys  feledled  by  each  fociety,  and 
educated  on  the  above  plan,  they 
would  hereafter  convey  knowledge 
wherever  they  went ;  and  their 
obfervaticyns  would  be  better  at¬ 
tended  to  by  inferior  fervants, 
than  if  they  came  from  perfons  of 
high  rank.  In  fhort,  they  would 
effedl  what  even  the  fuperior 
knowledge  of  noblemen  and  gen¬ 
tlemen  could  not  perform,  who 
have  more  important  ohjefts  in 
view  than  to  cultivate  the  ne¬ 
glected  underftanding  of  every 
ruliic  labourer  they  may  have  oc- 
cafion  to  employ.  Like  fmaller 
rivulets,  branching  from  the  main 
ftream,  they  would  water  and  fer¬ 
tilize  thofe  lands  where  a  larger 
river  cannot  with  propriety  expand 
itfelf. 

While  under  tuition  they  will 
learn  the  expediency  of  a  clean 
and  fpirited  fyftem  of  hufbandry; 
as  it  is  fuppofed  that  their  tutor’s 
fields  will  be  cultivated  on  thefe 
principles.  On  comparing  his 
crops  with  thofe  of  many  others, 
the  truth  of  Hefiod’s  maxim  would 
be  apparent,  that  half  may  be  more 

than 
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than  the  whole.  For  fiiould  they 
think  of  becoming  tenants,  they 
will  view  an  edate  with  this  rul¬ 
ing  principle,  that  one  of  an 
hundred  pounds  per  annum,  well 
cultivated,  will  produce  at  the  end 
ef  the  term  more  clear  profit  than 
another  of  two  hundred  a  year, 
treated  in  a  negligent  and  llovenly 
manner. 

An  injudicious  courfe  of  crop¬ 
ping,  imperfect  tillage,  partial 
and  improper  manures,  are  not 
always  to  be  attributed  to  igno¬ 
rance,  but  fometimes  to  theefiate’s 
being  too  large  for  the  farmer’s 
capital  ;  he  does  not  command 
the  eilate,  but  the  edate  him,  too 
frequently  to  the  great  injury  of 
both  ;  his  hands  are  bound  at  his 
fird  fetcing  out ;  and  it  is  much 
if  they  regain  their  freedom,  un- 
lefs  eventually,  through  his  land¬ 
lord’s  didraining  him  for  rent  and 
ejecting  him  from  the  premifes. 
But  what  is  the  farmer  to  do,  if 
be  cannot  find  a  farm  in  his  own 
neighbourhood  fuitabie  to  his  ca¬ 
pital  ?  fhall  he  remove  into  another 
county,  an  entire  dranger;  or 
commence  day-labourer,  or  darve? 

The  modem  practice  of  throw¬ 
ing  feveral  fmall  farms  into  one/ 
is  much  to  be  lamented  as  a  na¬ 
tional  evil  in  every  view  ;  and 
calls  loudly  for  the  regulation  of 
the  legiOature. 

But  to  return  to  our  yours?  far- 
mer,  tranfplanted  from  the  nur- 
lery,  where  his  mind  received  its 
Brit  cultivation,  unto  the  fpot 
where  he  is  fuppofed  to  fix  his  re¬ 
sidence. 

While  under  infirudion,  he  was 
taught  to  form  a  pretty  good  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  qualities,  fuch  as  the 
tenacity,  drynefs,  or  moidure,  of 
different  fields,  from  the  herbage 


they  fpontaneouOy  produce  ;  he 
will,  therefore,  immediately  per¬ 
ceive  which  are  moil  proper  to  be 
JirJl  under  tillage,  in  order  that 
the  eftate  may  not  be  tmpoverijhed , 
The  want  of  attention  to  this  cir- 
cumdance  has  kept  many  a  man 
poor  all  his  days,  under  a  notion 
that  the  bed  ground  will  carry 
one  or  two  good  crops  of  exhaufi- 
ing  corn  at  firft,  and  fo  far  prove 
of  immediate  great  gain  ;  not  con- 
fidering,  that  it  generally  proves 
a  future  heavy  lofs,  from  the  ne- 
cefiity  he  will  be  under  of  letting 
it  lie  fallow,  and  of  appl)ing  much 
expenfive  labour  in  order  to  ex¬ 
tirpate  weeds,  and  much  more 
expenfive  manure  in  order  to  re¬ 
cover  its  lod  drength.  Yet  dill, 
there  is  a  certain  vigour  in  thofe 
fields,  which  have  been  under  a 
judicious  courfe  of  meliorating 
crops,  though  but  moderately 
manured,  which  even  a  fallow 
and  a  complete  dercoration  cannot 
bedow  on  any  .foil  which  hath  been 
once  impoveriOied  ;  as  may  be 
more  eafily  perceived  by  a  difcern- 
ing  eye,  than  defended. 

Our  farmer  hath  been  taught, 
that  the  good  ground  (on  which 
his  chief  dependence  is  for  paying 
his  rent)  if  prefervpd  in  good 
heart,  will  often  mend  the  bad  ; 
but  the  impoveriihing  of  one  or  two 
of  the  bed  fields  will  frequently 
affecl  the  whole  edate  in  the  de¬ 
crease  of  its  pafture,  in  leilening 
the  quantity  of  manure,  and  in- 
creating  the  expence  of  tillage. 

It  hath  frequently  been  incul¬ 
cated  on  him — that  his  future 
fuccefs  depends  much  on  his  firft 
courfe  of  crops,— -that  at  firft, 
efpecially,  meliorating  crops  are 
to  be  preferred,  as  far  as  circum- 
ftanccs  wiii  admit,  to  exhauding 
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opes . — that  the  latter,  whenever 
they  are  Town,  fhouid  be  fucceed 
ed  bv  the  former  ; — that  thofe  ma¬ 
nures  whi  h  are  moft  apt  to  pro 
duce  weeds,  fhouid  either  be  laid 
on  palture,*  or  p:Ougned  in  for 
fuch  crops  as  can  be  heft  hoed  or 
have  the  belt  tendency  to  deftroy 
them.  viz.  beans,  peas,  turnips, 
cabbages,  &c.  —  that,  although 
fome  of  thefe  crops  may  require 
rather  more  expence,  and  not  re¬ 
turn  that  expence  in  money  quite 
fo  foon  as  fome  of  the  exhaulling 
ones  (part  of  them  being  appro¬ 
priated  to  the  fattening  of  cattle, 
by  which  means,  the  bed  of  ma¬ 
nure  is  railed  and  in  the  larged 
quantity)  yet,  like  thofe  bees 
which  travel  farthed,  and  day  out 
longed,  they  generally  return 
home  mod  deeply  laden  ;  —  that 
the  dung-heap  be  mod  feduloufly 
regarded  as  the  foundation  of  his 
future  wealth  hut  that  no  ma¬ 
nure  Ihculd  be  laid  on  wet  fpringy 
lands  before  they  have  been  drain¬ 
ed,  unlefs  he  chufes  to  fink  the 
profits  of  all  his  other  fields. 

He  hath  been  taught  to  venture 
on  fome  few  experiments,  on  ge¬ 
neral  fixed  principles ;  which, 
though  they  might  not  all  of  them 
perfectly  anfwer  his  expectations, 
may,  neverthelefs,  throw  addi¬ 
tional  light  on  the  fubjeCt  of  agri¬ 
culture.  In  a  word,  he  will  be¬ 
come  fit  company  for  a  gentle¬ 
man  ;  he  will  receive  and  commu¬ 
nicate  information  ;  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  on  account  of  that 
clofe  attention  which  he  finds  re- 
quifite,  in  order  that  he  may  pay 
his  rent,  he  will  be  continually 
increafing  that  important  know¬ 
ledge  which  an  uninftru&ed  mind 
cannot  pofiibly  attain. 

Such  an  inditution  as  is  here 
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recommended  may  poflibly  be  of 
fervice  to  thofe  farmers  who  have 
no  particular  connexion  with  our 
agricultural  focieties  ;  whofe  fields, 
however,  lying  open  to  the  con¬ 
tinual  view  of  their  neighbours, 
will  be  a  condant  leffon  to  thofe 
who  mod  need  inftruCtion,  fpeak- 
ing  much  more  intelligibly  to 
them,  than  accounts  of  experi¬ 
ments  dated  on  paper;  againd 
which  they  will  be  frequently  ftartr 
ing  that  particular  kind  of  doubt, 
which  I  have  found  to  be  gene¬ 
rally  expreded  in  fome  fuch  lan<- 
guage  as  this,  it  may  be  fo,  but  I 
don’t  know : — a  doubt  arifing  from 
a  cloud  enveloping  their  minds, 
which  the  powers  of  reafoning  are 
very  ineffectual  to  difpel.  But 
they  will  fometimes  learn  that  lef- 
fon  from  the  plants  of  the  field 
which  they  might  not  chufe  to 
learn  from  the  tongues  of  their 
fellow-creatures,  becaufe  they  will 
not  avowedly  acknowledge  others 
to  be  their  fuperiors  in  this  art  and 
fcience. 

The  advantages  of  fuch  an  aca¬ 
demy  for  the  education  of  gentle- 
mep’s  fons,  will  be  no  lefs  evi¬ 
dent  with  regard  to  themfelves, 
their  poderity,  and  the  nation  in, 
general. 

On  this  part  of  our  fubjeCt,  my 
learned  mailer  thus  exprefles  him- 
felf  : — “  according  to  the  bed  ob- 
fervations,  the  proper  time  to  in- 
fufe  that  ufeful  part  of  natural 
philofophy  called  hufbandry,  is  in 
the  earlier  dage  of  life,  when 
there  is  curiofity  and  a  third  for 
knowledge.  And,  if  pradice 
here  could  be  joined  with  theory, 
enjoying  the  open  air,  exercife, 
and  aftivity,  agree  well  with  the 
turn  and  cad  of  young  people, 
not  to  mention  a  revolution  of 
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perpetual  variety  which  is  very 
engaging  at  their  age. 

it  is  one  point  gained,  with¬ 
out  doubt,  to  be  enabled  to  read 
the  husbandry  works  of  Cato, 
Varro,  Virgil,  and  Columella, 
with  tafte  and  knowledge.  It 
may  open  a  new  walk  on  claffical 
ground ;  and,  in  all  probability, 
give  young  men  certain  predifpo- 
iitions  in  favour  of  agriculture. 
Yet  Hill,  the  whole  combined  to¬ 
gether  will  produce  but  flight  ef¬ 
fects,  unlefs  we  cal]  in  the  affif- 
tance  of  fails  and  experience. 

“  Something  of  this  kind  ought 
certainly  to  be  done,  and  the 
complaint  of  Columella.,  when  he 
fays  with  fome  degree  of  warmth, 
s*  Agricolationis  doblores  qui  fe 
profiterentur  ncque  difcipulos  cog- 
novi,”  fhould,  if  poffible,  be  re¬ 
moved.  ” 

The  former  part  of  this  quota¬ 
tion  evidently  intimates,  that  the 
improvement  of  young  gentlemen 
in  claffical  learning,  would  not  be 
impeded,  but  rather  promoted, 
by  attending  to  agriculture  ;  and 
the  experience  of  every  one  who 
has  led  a  ftudious  life  will  teflify, 
that  the  open  air  invigorates  the 
mind,  and  prepares  it  for  receiv¬ 
ing  in fin: ftion,  becaufe  it  can  bear 
application  only  to  a  certain  de¬ 
gree,  and  Hands  in  need  of  being 
frequently  re-invigorated  by  a- 
mufements  and  lighter  liudies. 

Time  is  precious,  and  might 
be  virtually  lengthened  by  a  pro¬ 
per  difpofal  of  it.  When  the 
mind  is  fatigued  with  clofe  ap¬ 
plication,  exercife  in  the  open  air 
will  renew  its  firength  and  acti¬ 
vity.  Additional  to  their  bein'* 
taught  the  value  of  the  different 
fields  over  which  they  may  walk 
with  their  tutor,  from  the  various 


plants  each  field  natural ly  pro¬ 
duces,  botany  may  be  attended 
to  as  a  pleafing  and  inftru&ive 
fcience ;  neither  fhould  planting 
and  gardening,  by  any  means, 
be  negle&ed  ;  nor  the  art  of  fur- 
veying  and  delineating  eftates  be 
conhdered  as  beneath  their  no¬ 
tice. 

In  bad  weather  they  may  be  oc- 
cafionally  aroufed  with  experi¬ 
ments  on  various  branches  of  na¬ 
tural  philofophy  the  effesfis  of 
the  air  with  regard  to  vegetation, 
and  the  nature  of  different  earths 
and  manures,  after  the  manner  of 
the  Doctors  Home,  Fordyce,  Ain- 
ilie,  Prieftley,  &c.  They  fhould 
ailo  be  initrucied  in  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  mechanics,  efpecially  that 
part  which  relates  to  hydraulics, 
it  being  of  principal  utility  in 
draining,  and  other  modes  of  im¬ 
proving  eftates. 

Thefe  are  circum fiances  from 
which  many  of  the  capital  im¬ 
provements  lately  made,  in  a  great 
mealure,  originated.  They  were 
indeed  conlidered  of  principal  im¬ 
portance  by  Sir  William  Petty, 
e  one  of  the  greatefi  men  of  that 
or  any  other  age,*  who  recom¬ 
mends  them  with  earnefinefs,  for 
reafons  highly  worthy  of  himfelf, 
and  which  will  be  mentioned  here¬ 
after. 

Having  gained  fome  knowledge 
of  agriculture,  they  will  read  the 
works  of  the  ancient  agricultural 
writers  with  improvement  and 
pleafure  ;  a  cite umfiance  which 
will  much  expedite  the  knowledge 
of  the  languages.  For  without 
excluding  other  profe  authors, 
may  I  not  venture  to  affert,  that 
the  ancient  writers  on  hufbandrv 
are,  from  the  nature  of  their  fub- 
ject  and  their  claffical  fiyle,  as 
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proper  for  young  perfons,  and  as 
fuitable  to  their  difpofitions  and 
capacities,  as  any  they  generally 
read  ?  Indeed  I  have  always  been 
apt  to  fufpedl,  that  putting  the 
works  of  Homer,  Horace,  Virgil, 
Ovid,  or,  in  fadt,  any  other  poet , 
into  the  hands  of  boys  before  their 
minds  are  properly  furnifhed,  and 
their  take  and  judgment  fufficient- 
ly  advanced,  to  enter  into  the 
fpirit  of  thofe  excellent  writers, 
has  been  only  rendering  learning 
irkfome  to  them,  and  proved  the 
means  of  their  bidding  a  final 
adieu  not  only  to  thole  authors,  but 
to  all  clafiical  literature,  when  they 
have  left  their  grammar- fchools  ; 
not  to  mention  that  profe  writers 
feem,  in  themfelves,  bell  calcu¬ 
lated  to  teach  any  language  by, 
as  well  as  to  convey  the  moil  ule- 
ful  information  to  the  minds  of 
youth. 

Poetry  and  painting  are  finer 
arts ;  they  alike  receive  advantages 
from  rural  fcenes :  witnefs  the,  fix 
paftorals  of  Mr.  Smith,  than 
whom,  as  a  landfcape-painter, 
and  as  a  poet,  this  age  hath  not, 
perhaps,  produced  a  greater. 

The  following  is  one  infiance, 
among  many  others,  to  prove  how 
favourable  an  intimate  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  rural  images  is  to  poe¬ 
tical  defeription. 

“  The  night  was  ftill — the  filver  moon  on 
high 

“  Dappled  the  mountains  from  a  clouded 
Iky  : 

«  Silent  as  fleecy  clouds  thro’  sether  fall, 

4t  Before  the  gentle-breathing  Summer’s 
gale  ; 

“  So  thro’  the  mifty  vale  in  twilight  grey, 

The  fleepy  waters  gently  pa  fled  a- 
way.” - 

Engaging  in  rural  concerns  will 
Itrengthen  the  whole  human  frame, 


the  powers  of  the  mind,  as  well  as 
the  members  of  the  body  ;  will 
give  a  manly  turn  to  thought, 
duly  regulated  and  refined  by  po¬ 
lite  literature.  A  perfon  thus 
educated  will  never  want  a  variety 
of  entertainment  in  the  country  to 
fill  up  his  time  in  a  manner  equal¬ 
ly  innocent,  rational,  and  ufeful. 
He  will  be  continually  increafing 
in  valuable  knowledge,  and  pre- 
ferve  himfelf  from  that  difiipatioa 
which  enervates  the  mind,  ren¬ 
ders  retirement  burthenfome,  and 
the  more  public  and  momentous 
concerns  of  life  too  arduous  to  be 
executed  with  propriety  and  de¬ 
corum.  He  will  enjoy  his  otium 
cum  dignitatey  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  his  private  amufementg 
will  give  a  certain  dignity  and 
polifh  to  his  fentiments,  which  on 
all  occafions  he  will  be  the  better 
enabled  to  exprefs  in  public,  with 
a  truly  Britifh  fpirit,  Roman  firm- 
nefs,  and  Attic  elegance.  There 
will  appear  in  his  whole  manner 
and  add  re  Is  that  J, Implex  mxnditiis 
which  is  equally  removed  from 
empty  affedted  foppiihnefs  and 
mere  clownilh  rufiicity.  He  will 
be  fitted  for  fuch  department  in 
the  government  of  the  Hate  as 
may  bell  fuit  the  natural  bent  of 
his  genius,  whenever  his  affifiance 
may  be  thought  necefiary  5  and 
may  rank  hereafter  among  thofe 
worthies  who  had  atted  the  fame 
part  before  him,  and  whole  eulo- 
gium  may  be  delivered  in  the 
words  of  the  Roman  orator,  f(  Ab 
aratro  arcefiebantur  qui  confules 
fierent —  Sues  enim  agros  fiudiofe 
colebant,  non  alienos  cupide  ap- 
petebant,  quibus  rebus,  et  agrb 
et  urbibus  et  nationibus  rempubli- 
cam,  atque  hoc  imperium  et  po- 
puli  Romani  nomen  auxeruRt.'” 

But 
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But  to  return  into  the  more 
humble  walk  of  cultivation  and 
emolument. 

When  our  young  pupil  fnall 
come  to  the  poffeffion  of  his  pater¬ 
nal  efface,  he  will  immediately 
perceive  what  is  to  be  done  to  the 
beft  advantage ;  he  will  be  able 
to  diredl  his  fervants,  rather  than 
be  impo/ed  upon  by  them,  which 
muff  ever  be  the  cafe  when  the 
?n  after  is  unacquainted  with  the 
buftnefs  he  fuperintends.  This  is 
a  matter  of  high  importance.  For, 
if  in  any  other  profeffion  he 
ihould  fpend  his  fortune,  it  is 
pofiible  he  may  be  the  only  fuf- 
ferer  ;  but  it  is  not  fo  in  agricul¬ 
ture.  Every  held  is,  in  fome  re- 
fpe£l,  public  property ;  and,  if 
his  crops  fail  through  unfkilful 
management,  whatever  is  loft  by 
the  owner,  is,  in  fome  degree,  a 
lofs  to  the  community  at  large. 

When  I  relied  on  this,  and  con- 
fider  how  much  the  crops  are  di- 
minifhed,  through  the  miftaken 
notions  and  obftinacy  of  the  com¬ 
mon  farmers,  efpecially  when  they 
rent  larger  eftates  than  they  have 
ilrength  to  manage ;  and  when  1 
view  the  aimed  immeafurable 
quantity  of  improveable  land 
which  yet  remains  wafte  and  next 
to  barren  ;  I  cannot  but  agree  to 
the  fuppolition  of  Mr.  Harte,  that 
the  lands  of  England  may  be  made 
to  produce  oneTixth  part  more 
than  they  do  :  a  point  this  of  great 
national  importance,  amounting 
to  near  four  millions  of  money 
annually  ! 

Whatever  advantages  may  ac¬ 
crue  to  gentlemen  from  commit¬ 
ting  their  eftates  to  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  fuch  a  fkilfui  and  well- 
educated  bailiff,  as  hath  been 
above  recommended,  yet  they 


fhould  not  be  left  wholly  to  him  g 
for  experience  hath  ;oo  often 
/hewn,  that  the  integrity  of  a 
man’s  heart  does  not  always  keep 
pace  with  his  understanding.  In¬ 
dolence,  felf-intereft,  pleafure, 
and  other  temptations,  may  caufe 
him  to  neglect  his  mailer’s  in- 
tereft,  at  a  critical  time  ;  the  evils 
of  which  neglect  may  not  be  re¬ 
medied  for  years  together.  Every 
one  who  hath  attended  to  works  of 
hufbandry  muff  be  fenfible,  that 
in  all  their  feveral  parts  they  are 
only  links  of  one  chain;  either  of 
which  being  broken,  the  whole 
work  is  frequently  thrown  into 
confufton,  particularly  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  rnoft  proper  feafons 
for  the  different  labours  of  the 
field  ;  a  circumftance  of  no  fmall 
moment  in  our  varying  climate. 

This  fentxment  fhould  be  im- 
preffed  with  all  pofiible  energy  j 
and  it  cannot  be  done  in  more 
forcible  and  comprehenfive  terms 
than  thofe  of  Cato,  **  Res  ruftica 
fie  eft,  ft  unam  rem  ferd  feceris, 
omnia  opera  ferd  facies.” 

It  is  likewife  to  be  obferved  that, 
although  the  gentleman’s  crops 
may,  in  many  in  fiances,  be  larger 
than  thofe  of  other  men  ;  yet,  by 
trailing  too  much  to  his  fervants, 
he  is  often  put  to  needlefs  ex¬ 
pence,  which  the  common  farmers 
avoid,  and  on  account  of  which 
they  objeft  to  the  propriety  of  his 
method  ;  fo  that  hereby  the  public- 
fpirited  gentleman  fometimes  hurts 
the  caufe  he  intends  to  ferve. 

However,  the  well-educated 
bailiffs  are  more  likely  to  do 
their  mailers  ftrift  juftice  than  the 
illiterate ;  thofe  little  meanneftes 
which  the  latter  hardly  think  any 
thing  of,  though  frequently  at¬ 
tended  with  conftderable  disadvan¬ 
tages. 
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tages,  the  former  are  in  genera! 
above  committing,  becaufe  they 
know  better. 

Indeed  I  cannot  confider  the 
ftudy  and  profeffion  of  agriculture 
as  any  way  unbecoming  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  a  clergyman  ;  he  may 
hereafter  prove  of  great  fervice  to 
his  country  parifhioners,  as  his 
advice  and  method  of  proceeding 
would  be  readily  attended  to  by 
i  the  younger  part  of  his  parishion¬ 
ers,  and  he  will  have  frequent  op¬ 
portunities  of  conveying  j u It  ideas 
of  improving  their  modes  of  cul¬ 
tivation.  Thus-  the  knowledge 
of  agriculture  may  be  difTufed  in 
every  part  of  the  country,  where 
fuch  a  gentleman  fixes  his  refi- 
dcnce  Should  his  cure  be  but 
fatal],  he  will  have  a  fair  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  preferving  himfelf  from 
that  dependance,  which  might  too 
i  often  leffen  the  weight  and  energy 
j  which  fhould  always  accompany 
j  his  religious  inftruCticns. 

It  was  thought  proper  to  re- 
ferve  Sir  William  Petty’s  Advics 
;  for  the  advancement  of  Learnings 
]  for  this  place;  becaufe  his  plan 
j  is  in  itfelf  highly  judicious,  and 
includes  the  ideas  of  Cowley  and 
Lord  Molefworth. 

Sir  William  propofes,  *'  that 
there  be  infiituted  literary  work- 
houfes,  where  children  may  be 
taught  as  well  to  do  fomething  to¬ 
wards  their  living  as  to  read  and 
'tvrite. 

“  That  the  bufinefs  of  educa¬ 
tion  be  ferioufly  fludied  and  prac- 
tifed  by  the  bell  and  ableft  perfons. 

“  That  all  children,  above  fe- 
ven  years  old,  may  be  pfefented 
to  this  kind  of  education  ;  none 
being  excluded  bv  reafon  of  the 
poverty  and  inability  of  their  pa¬ 
rents  ;  for  hereby  it  hath  come  to 
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pafs,  that  many  are  now  holding 
the  plough,  who  might  be  made 
fit  to  Iteer  the  Hate. 

“  That  all  children,  though 
of  the  higheft  rank,  be  taught 
fome  genteel  manufacture,  in 
their  minority,  or  turning  of  cu¬ 
rious  figures,  &c.  limning  and 
painting  on  glafs  or  in  oil  colours, 
botanies  and  gardening,  chy mi¬ 
ll  ry,  Sec.  Sec. 

“  And  all  for  thefe  reafons 
they  fhall  be  lefs  fubjeft  to  be  im- 
pofed  upon  by  artificers ;  they 
will  become  more  indultrious  in 
general  ;  they  will  certainly  bring 
to  pafs  molt  excellent  works,  be¬ 
ing,  as  gentlemen,  ambitious  to 
excel  ordinary  workmen.  They 
being  able  to  make  experiments 
themfelves,  may  do  it  with  lefs 
charge  and  more  care  than  others 
will  do  it  for  them.  It  may  en¬ 
gage  them  to  be  Maecenas’s  and 
patrons  of  arts.  It  will  keep 
them  from  worfe  occafions  of 
fpending  their  time  and  eflates  ; 
as  it  will  be  a  great  ornament  in 
prosperity,  fo  it  will  be  a  great 
refuge  and  flay  in  adverfity  and 
common  calamity.” 

After  thefe  obfervations,  need 
any  thing  be  added  to  fhew  the 
advantages  of  fuch  an  education, 
except  attempting  to  obviate  an 
objection  which  may  poffibly  arife 
with  regard  to  the  difficulty  of 
procuring  proper  tutors  ?  , 

This,  however,  feems  to  be  & 
difficulty,  which,  in  this  enlight¬ 
ened  age,  may  be  foon  furmount- 
ed.  I  imagine  there  are  many 
perfons  in  the  kingdom  well  (kill¬ 
ed  in  feientific  and  practical  know¬ 
ledge,  who  would,  were  they  en¬ 
couraged,  readily  Itep  forward, 
and  reduce  agriculture  (both  in 
theory  and  practice,  with  all  its 
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connections  and  dependencies  on 
botany,  chemiftry,  and  other 
branches  of  natural  philofophy) 
into  a  fyftem  of  education  as  re¬ 
gular,  plain,  and  introductory  to 
right  conduCl,  as  in  any  other  art 
Dr  profeffion  in  life*  Let  it  but 
Iiave  a  beginning,  and  inftruc- 
tors  would,  no  doubt,  foon 
abound.” 


Additional  Oh  formations  to  a  Trea- 
tife,  eniitled ,  'The  prefeni  Method 
of  Inoculation  for  the  Small- Pox, 
life,  publijhed  by  the  Author  fome 
Tears  ago.  From  Baron  Dimf- 
daleL  Trails  on  Inoculation. 

Q  INCE  the  publication  of  the 
5^3  above-mentioned  treatife,  I 
have  continued  the  practice  of  in¬ 
oculation,  and  attended  to  every 
part  of  the  procefs,  with  the  ut- 
moft  circumfpeCtion,  in  order,  as 
much  as  poffible,  to  reduce  the 
preparatory  regimen,  and  fubfe- 
quent  management  of  the  patients, 
to  a  greater  degree  of  certainty. 

In  this  addition  therefore,  1  fhall 
make  fuch  obfervations  as  appear 
to  be  of  the  mod  importance,  and 
to  render  them  as  connected  as 
poffible,  1  dial!  follow  the  order 
obferved  in  that  eBay. 

I  do  not  find  much  reafon  to 
alter  my  fentiments,  delivered  in 
the  firft  chapter,  with  refpeCt  to 
the  age,  con  It  it  u  lion,  and  feafon 
of  the  year,  proper  for  inocula¬ 
tion. 

Although  I  am  dill  of  opinion 
that  the  inoculation  of  children 
under  two  years  of  age,  is  liable 
to  objection,  I  have  neverthelefs 
had  repeated  occaficn  to  inoculate 
many  under  that  age,  without  a 
iingle  initance  of  any  fatal  confe- 


quence  ;  if,  therefore,  from  lit  na¬ 
tion,  or  other  circumftances,  there 
is  danger  of  taking  the  difeafe  by 
natural  infection,  it  may  be  very 
advifeable  to  inoculate  during  this 
early  period. 

In  addition  to  this,  I  would  juft 
drop  this  cautionary  remark,  that 
children  with  heads  remarkably 
large,  in  proportion  to  their  bo¬ 
dies,  appear  to  me  exceptionable 
fubjeCts ;  I  particularly  refer  to 
fuch  children  as  may  have  been 
fufpe&ed  of  having  had  water  in 
the  ventricles  of  the  brain,  in 
early  infancy.  I  have  feen  two  of 
thefe,  where  the  eruptive  fever 
was  accompanied  with  a  very 
alarming  ftupor,  which  did  not 
abate,  although  the  eruption  was 
of  a  diftinCt  kind,  and  the  puf-  I 
rules  very  few  in  number;  and 
one  of  them,  who  had  been  lufpec-  ; 
ted  to  have  had  the  hydrocepha-  j 
lus  when  very  young,  and  was  in-  j 
oculated  when  four  years  old,  died 
during  the  difeafe,  without  re¬ 
covering  from  the  ftupor,  having, 
at  the  fame  time,  a  very  mild 
and  moderate  eruption  of  puftules, 
in  which  the  progrefs  of  matura¬ 
tion  did  not  feem  interrupted. 

With  refpeCt  to  the  chapter  on 
preparation .  I  have  exprclTed  a  li 
doubt,  “  whether  much,  if  not 
the  whole  of  the  preparation,  may  ; 
not  be  difpenfed  with,  except  in 
fall  habits,  or  where  other  parti¬ 
cular  circumftances  may  require  3 
it.”  Repeated  experience  has  3 
fully  confirmed  this  opinion,  fo  : 
that,  for  fome  years  paft,  I  have  : 
not  enjoined  any  reftriCtion  in  re¬ 
fpeCl  to  diet;  nor  directed  any  I 
medicines  to  be  taken  before  the 
time  of  the  operation,  by  fuch  as 
have  appeared  to  be  in  a  proper 
ftate  of  health.  On  the  evening  j 
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of  the  day  in  which  the  operation 
23  performed,  I  have  for  Tome  time 
given  a  few  grains  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  powder,  which  is  fomewhat 
different  from  the  compofition  I 
had  before  prefcribed,  though  not 
materially. 

Merc.  dulc.  fublim,  Jfs 
Pulv.  e  Chel.  Cane  c.  5iii^s 
Sulph.  Aurat.  Antimon.  gr.  24. 
Tart.  Emet.  gr.  6.  Mifce  accura- 
tiffime. 

Three  or  four  grains  of  this 
powder  is  a  fufficient  dofe  for  chil¬ 
dren  :  I  feldom  give  more  than  fix 
grains  to  adults. 

,  After  the  inoculation  is  per¬ 
formed,  the  rules  laid  down  con¬ 
cerning  diet  are  to  be  obferved  ; 
and  a  proper  attention  being  paid 
to  prevent  coftivenefs,  no  more' 
medicines  are  ufually  given  till  the 
fifth  or  fixth  evening  after  the  ope¬ 
ration  ;  on  one  of  which,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  greater  or  lefs  apparent 
inflammation  of  the  infected  arms, 

I  repeat  the  fame  quantity  of  the 
powder  as  before.  As  this  quan¬ 
tity  commonly  produces  in  chil¬ 
dren  two  or  three  ffools  on  the 
following  day,  no  further  medi¬ 
cine  is  neceffary  for  them.  But 
to  adults  I  ufually  preferibe  a 
gentle  purgative  the  morning  af¬ 
ter  the  exhibition  of  the  powder, 
and  the  repetition,  or  omiflion,  of 
the  powder,  in  all  cafes,  is  to  be 
regulated  according  to  the  fymp- 
toms.  Sometimes  a  third  dofe  is 
ordered  about  the  time  of  the  erup¬ 
tion. 

There  are,  however,  perfons  of 
robuff  and  plethoric  conflitutions, 
to  whom,  not  only  a  very  mode¬ 
rate  diet,  but  fome  evacuations 
are  neceffary,  previous  to  the  ope¬ 
ration. 

Vo  L  r  XXIV. 
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I  am  alfo  clearly  perfuaded,  that 
feveral  tender  and  delicate  perfons 
have  fuffered  greatly,  from  the 
want  of  /kill  in  thofe  who  indiferi- 
minately  preferibe  the  rules  la  id 
down  for  preparation,  for  all  con- 
ffitutions  alike ;  enjoining  a  ffr.dfc 
abftemious  diet,  and  injudicioufly 
exhibiting  mercurials,  and  other 
adiive  medicines  \  by  thefe  means 
reducing  the  ffrength  of  the  patient 
too  low,  and  expofing  him  to  un- 
neceflary  fufferings,  and  fomedmes 
to  great  danger. 

Convinced  of  this  truth  by  many 
inflances  which  have  fallen  within 
my  own  obfervation,  I  have  been 
cautious  in  giving  mercurials,  or 
repeated  purgations,  or  of  refufing 
the  ufe  of  common  diet  to  fucti 
conflitutions;  but  have  allowed 
light  animal  food  at  dinner,  with  a 
glafs  or  two  of  wine,  as  euftom  may 
have  occaflonally  made  neceffary, 
during  the  whole  time  preceding 
the  eruptive  fever. 

By  thefe  means,  perfons  of  very 
delicate  habits  have  not  only  been 
conducted  through  this  difeafe, 
without  any  unfavourable  fymp- 
tom,  but,  inftead  of  being  fubjedt- 
ed.to  a  variety  of  diforders,  have 
even  enjoyed  a  better  flate  of  health 
after,  than  before ;  but  here  like- 
wife  it  is  impoflible  to  fix  any  ge¬ 
neral  rule.  The  management  of 
every  one  muft  be  fubmitted  to  th» 
judgment  of  the  operator,  who 
fhould  neither  negleft  to  give  pro¬ 
per  medicines  when  the  occaflon 
requires,  nor  by  a  multiplicity  of 
dire&ions  interrupt  nature  in  her 
efforts. 

At  the  end  of  this  chapter  I 
have  mentioned  an  inftance  under 
my  own  obfervation,  “  of  a  child 
born  nine  weeks  after  inocula¬ 
tion,  at  the  full  time,  with  dif- 
I  tin& 


I 


H4  ANNUAL  RE 

tinCt  marks  of  the  difeafe,  though 
the  mother  had  very  few  eruptions.” 

1  have  fmce  feen  inftances,  in  a  ge¬ 
neral  inoculation  of  a  village  near 
Hertford,  in  which  two  women 
with  child  were  inoculated,  and 
each  had  a  plentiful  eruption  of 
ffnaU-pox  :  three  '  or  four  years 
afterwards  1  inoculated  the  chil¬ 
dren,  and  both  had  the  difeafe 
with  a  tolerable  number  of  puf- 
tules.  I  will  juft  add,  that  al¬ 
though  of  many  pregnant  women 
that  I  have  inoculated,  not  one 
mifcarried  during  the  difeafe;  yet 
I  have  known  mifcarriages  to 
happen  in  a  fhort  time  after  their 
recovery:  I  therefore  think  it  un- 
advifeable  to  inoculate  women  in 
that  ft  ate,  unlefs  the  neceliity  of  the 
cafe  requires  it. 

To  the  third  chapter  concerning 
infeftion ,  it  feems  not  improper  to 
add,  that  the  method  I  now  ge¬ 
nerally  ufe  in  performing  the  in¬ 
oculation,  as  believing  it  to  be 
the  belt,  is  Amply  this.  The 
point  of  a  lancet  flightly  dipped  in 
the  recent  variolous  matter,  which 
J  prefer  taking  during  the  erup¬ 
tive  fever,  is  introduced  obliquely 
between  the  cuticula  and  cutis,  fo 
as  to  make  the  fmalleft  pun&ure 
poflible,  rarely  producing  a  drop 
of  blood.  The  finger  is  then  gent¬ 
ly  preffed  on  the  lancet  while  in¬ 
troduced,  wjiich  being  turned,  is 
withdrawn. 

The  precaution  of  turning  the 
lancet  is,  that  the  matter  may  be 
more  certainly  wiped  off  and  in- 
ferted.  This  operation  is  free 
from  pain. 

This  mode  of  practice  I  formerly 
did  not  entirely  approve  of,  but 
from  further  experience,  I  find  it 
the  beft,  and  it  always  fucceeds 
when  properly  conducted. 
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I  formerly  made  it  a  point  to  in¬ 
oculate  with  fluid  matter,  as  has 
been  defcribed  ;  but  it  being  hard¬ 
ly  poflible  at  all  times  to  find  pa¬ 
tients  in  a  proper  date  ;  and  fome 
perfons  objecting  to  this  inter- 
courfe,  from  an  apprehenfion  of 
danger,  I  have  for  a  confiderable 
time  found  the  following  method 
equally  fuccefsful.  A  lancet  well  4 
infected,  or  matter  placed,  when 
in  a  fluid  ftate,  on  a  plate  of  glafs 
or  gold,  and  afterwards  differed 
to  dry,  is  held  over  the  fleam  of 
boiling  water,  or  a  fmall  quan¬ 
tity  of  water,  barely  fufiicient  for 
dilution,  is  added  to  it,  and  the 
matter,  thus  moiflened  or  diluted, 
is  ufed  for  the  purpofe  of  inocula¬ 
tion  ;  as  l  know  of  no  difference  as 
to  the  fuccefs,  where  there  is  an 
opportunity  of  advifing  with  a  pa¬ 
tient,  I  confent  to  the  choice  of 
either  method. 

Jn  the  next  chapter,  on  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  infeflion,  extenfive  expe¬ 
rience  has  abundantly  convinced 
me,  that  at  the  commencement 
of  the  eruptive  ftate,  when  a  high 
degree  of  fever,  and  other  alarm¬ 
ing  fymptoms,  threaten  a  large  or 
unfavourable  eruption,  the' going 
out  in  the  frefh  cool  air,  and  tak¬ 
ing  evacuants,  are  abfolutely  ne~ 
ceffary,  and  productive  of  the  hap- 
pieft  effeCts. 

But  the  fame  treatment  is  not  re¬ 
quired  where  the  complaints  are 
moderate,  and  the  conftitution  of 
the  patient  is  delicate.  I  have 
therefore,  in  fuch  cafes,  relaxed 
confiderably  in  this  particular,  and 
it  is  now  my  practice  with  fuch  pa¬ 
tients,  to  difpenfe  with  thefe  in¬ 
junctions. 

The  eruption  being  completed, 
and  the  complaints  much  abated, 
or  entirely  removed,  a  ftriCt  ad¬ 
herence 
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herence  to  the  very  cold  regimen 
is  by  no  means  requisite,  but  on 
fome  ©ccafions  may  be  attended 
with  danger.  Where  the  eruption 
is  abundant  (which  whatever  may 
be  aflerted  by  fome  pra&itioners, 
will  fometimes  happen,  notwith- 
ftanding  every  precaution  is  ufed) 
I  recommend  confinement  to  the 
chamber,  that  the  eafe  of  the  pa¬ 
tient,  which  is  now  become  a  ne- 
ceflary  objeft,  may  be  fully  con- 
fulted.  For  though  the  pultules 
may  be  quite  diftind,  and  with¬ 
out  any  apparent  danger,  yet  as 
each  of  thefe  is  like  a  little  boil, 
all  taken  together  muft  neceflarily 
occafion  much  uneafinefs  and  pain, 
efpecially  when  the  patient  is  in 
motion. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  the 
room  fhould  be  kept  moderately 
cool,  of  fuch  a  temperature  as  to 
be  agreeably  warm  to  thofe  who 
are  fitting  in  it ;  for  the  fudden 
tranfition  from  a  warm  clofe  room, 
to  a  cool  airy  one,  may  prove 
very  dangerous  to  the  patient, 
and  is  therefore  not  to  be  ufed,  but 
with  great  difcretion,  as  will  evi¬ 
dently  appear  from  the  following 
inftance. 

I  was  defired  to  vifit  a  woman 
who  had  a  good  fort  of  natural 
fmall-pox,  though  very  full. — 
Through  the  exceffive  officioufnefs 
of  thofe  about  her,  who  had  feen 
the  good  effects,  in  fome  cafes,  of 
expofing  the  Tick  to  the  cold  air, 
Ihe  was,  near  the  time  of  matura¬ 
tion,  forced  out  of  bed,  drefted, 
and  removed  into  a  cool  room.-— 
Here  fhe  fainted  away,  the  puf- 
tules  all  funk,  and  fhe  feemed 
expiring;  but  by  being  imme¬ 
diately  put  into  bed,  and  taking 
fome  cordial  medicines,  the  puf- 
tules  rofe  again,  and  fhe  foon  be¬ 


came  better.  It  muff,  however,  be 
acknowledged,  that  her  life  was  ex- 
pofed  to  the  molt  imminent  dan¬ 
ger.  Extremes  therefore  fhould  be 
cautioufly  avoided. 

I  have  alfo  been  called  on  to 
vifit  other  patients,  ill  of  the  na¬ 
tural  fmall-pox,  who  from  a  pre¬ 
vailing  idea  that  the  cold  regi¬ 
men  was  proper  in  every  ftage  of 
the  difeafe,  have  evidently  been 
expofed  to  danger,  by  having 
been  iniudicioufly  carried  out  at 
the  time  the  puftules  were  far  ad¬ 
vanced  in  maturation  ;  and  I  have 
even  known  this  improper  treat¬ 
ment  pra&ifed  in  the  middle  of 
winter. 

If  the  quantity  of  puftules  be 
large ;  if  the  fever,  after  the 
eruption,  remains  in  any  confi- 
derable  degree,  and  the  fkin  feels 
ftretched  and  painful,  but  more 
efpecially  if  the  throat  be  fore,  fo 
as  to  render  fwallowing  very  diffi¬ 
cult  (which  in  a  few  inftances 
has  happened)  in  fuch  cafes  I  ap¬ 
ply  a  blifter  plaifter  upon  the 
very  place  of  the  arm  where  the 
incifion  was  made.  For  in  fuch 
cafes  it  frequently  happens,  that 
the  inoculated  part  is  the  principal 
feat  of  pain,  occafioned  by  a  duller 
of  confluent  puftules  formed  about 
the  incifion,  which  feems  to  point 
out  the  propriety  of  diminifhing 
the  tenfion  and  inflammation  of 
the  part,  ar.d  difcharging  the 
acrid  variolous  matter,  as  it  were 
from  the  fountain,  whence  the 
whole  mifchiefhad  its  fource.  The 
blifter  plaifter  I  ufe  is  about  the 
fize  of  an  Englilh  crown  piece,  and 
con  lifts  of, 

P#lv.  Cantharid. 

Unguent.  Bafilic.  fla?,  (Pharro* 


This 
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This  is  fpread  pretty  thick  on  a 
foft  linen  rag,  whofe  edges  are  co¬ 
vered  with  Tome  flicking  plaifter, 
in  ord*  r  the  better  to  fix  the  blifter 
plaifter  on  the  part. 

Let  it  be  gently  prefl'ed  till  it 
flicks  a  little,  putting  a  fmali 
piece  of  lint  between  it  and  the 
inoculated  paftule,  and  fuffer  it 
to  remain  on  about  twelve  hours. 
It  will  almoft  infallibly  produce 
both  fpeedy  and  con lider able  re¬ 
lief. 

The  blifter  plaifter  being  re¬ 
moved,  the  part  is  to  be  drefted 
with  a  litple  Unguent.  Bafilic. 
fiav.  on  a  pledget  of  lint,  and  the 
whole  covered  with  a  little  cerate 
epulotic  of  the  fame  difpenfatory, 
fpread  on  a  foft  linen  cloth  ;  and 
this  cerate,  I  think,  is  always 
preferable  to  any  other  applica¬ 
tion  that  has  been,  or  is  now  in 
common  ufe  for  dreftlng  blifter 
plaifters. 

I  do  not  know  that  any  perfon 
has  ever  pradtifed  this  method  of 
applying  blifter  plaifters  on  the 
inoculated  parts,  except  myfelf, 
and  tbofe  who  have  received  this 
information  from  me;  But  its  effe&s 
are  fo  fpeedy  and  falutary,  as  to 
render  it  worthy  of  general  ufe  on 
fuch  occafions.  It  likewife  gives 
much  lefs  trouble  than  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  large  blifter  plaifters, 
upon  other  parts  of  the  body, 
which  are  not  only  more  painful, 
but  lefs  efficacious.  It  is  indeed 
attended  with  fo  little  uneafinefs, 
that  even  children  feldom  com¬ 
plain  of  it. 

It  may  perhaps  be  imagined, 
that  from  this  application  the  fore 
may  afterwards  become  trouble - 
feme  to  the  patient ;  but  expe¬ 
rience  is  againft  this  fuppofttion  ; 
for  when  I  have  inoculated  in 
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both  arms,  and  bliftered  only  one, 
the  bliftered  incifion  has  moft  com¬ 
monly  healed  fooner  than  the 
other. 

Under  this  head  I  have  alfo  to 
add,  that  in  fome  cafes,  particu¬ 
larly  of  young  children,  it  hap¬ 
pens  that  the  inoculated  part,  even 
early  in  the  dileafe,  inflames  con- 
fiderably,  fo  as  to  occafton  great 
reftleflnefs  and  fever,  although 
the  puftules  on  other  parts  are 
very  few,  and  of  a  good  kind  ;  in 
this  ftate  I  apply  a  common  cata- 
plafm  of  bread  and  milk  to  the 
part,  which,  with  certainty,  gives 
relief. 

Some  refpedtable  pradlitioners 
having  expreffed  their  fatisfa&ion 
with  that  part  of  the  chapter  of 
anomalous  fymptoms,  &c.  where 
the  eryflpelatous  raffi  that  had 
fometimes  been  miftaken  for  a  con¬ 
fluent  fmall-pox,  was  lhewn  to  be 
inoffenfive;  I  am  encouraged  to 
mention  another  complaint  that 
has  leveral  times  dilirefled  me 
greatly,  and  I  make  no  doubt  has 
alfo  occurred  to  others  in  the  courfe 
of  their  pra&ice,  with  what  I 
efteem  to  be  the  caufe,  and  belt 
manner  of  treating  it. 

Sometimes  a  patient  who  has 
paffed  through  the  eruptive  fe¬ 
ver,  in  the  ufual  manner,  with 
moderate  fymptoms,  and  been  re¬ 
lieved  from  every  complaint  by 
the  eruption  of  a  few  puftules, 
has,  after  all  apprehenfions  of  fu¬ 
ture  illnefs  ceafed,  been  unex¬ 
pectedly  attacked  with  a  fmart, 
and  even  alarming  degree  of  fe¬ 
ver,  accompanied  with  great  reft- 
lefthefs,  and  very  frequently  in 
children  with  uncommon  fits  of 
crying.  Not  being  able  to  ac¬ 
count  for  this  complaint  from  any 
circumftanccs  belonging  to  this 

difeafe. 
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difeafe,  I  for  a  time,  attributed  it 
to  fome  unknown  caufe,  indepen¬ 
dent  of  the  fmall-pox;  but  observ¬ 
ing  that  feizures  of  the  fame  kind 
happened  in  feveral  inllances,  my 
attention  was  excited  to  invefligate 
its  true  caufe,  which  I  am  now 
convinced  originates  from  puftules 
fituatedon  the  internal  part  of  the 
mouth,  or  on  the  membranous 
parts  of  the  nofe  or  oefophagus.  I 
have  always  treated  this  complaint 
fuccefsfully,  by  moderate  cordials, 
fufficient  to  produce  a  flight  per- 
fpiration,  by  which  means,  the 
whole  difturbance  has  generally 
been  over  in  twenty-four  hours, 
and  no  further  inconvenience  has 
been  fuffered  from  it ;  this  arifes 
from  the  abatement  of  the  tenfion  ; 
for  it  is  obferved,  that  the  puilules 
on  thofe  parts,  which  are  conftant- 
ly  hot  and  moift,  come  to  maturity 
much  earlier  than  thofe  on  the 
ikin. 

In  the  laft  paragraph  of  the 
chapter,  on  the  confequences  cf  this 
method  of  inoculation,  it  is  oblerved, 
that  “  I  firmly  believe  no  one  has 
ever  had,  or  can  have,  the  dif- 
temper  a  fecond  time,  either  in  the 
natural  way,  or  from  inoculation. ” 
Although  I  am  fupported  in  this 
opinion  by  the  molt  eminent  Eng- 
lifh  phyficians,  yet  I  have  found 
many  perfons  in  Rulfia,  who  affirm, 
they  have  had  the  fmall-pox  twice, 
fome  even  thrice.  This  however 
does  not  induce  me  to  change  my 
opinion,  as  it  is  probable,  nay, 
more  than  probable,  that  thofe 
>yho  have  been  entruited  with  the 
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care  of  perfons  under  eruptive  dif- 
orders,  have  been  themfelves  de¬ 
ceived,  as  to  the  nature  and  quality 
of  fuch  eruptions. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  difpute 
this  point  at  prefent;  if  however 
we  fuppofe  fome  to  have  had  the 
natural  fmall-pox  twice,  this  cir¬ 
cumstance,  inftead  of  making  a- 
gainft  inoculation,  is  an  argument 
in  its  favour,  as  I  can  with  the  ut- 
moft  truth  declare,  that  of  the  very 
great  number  of  thofe  1  have  in¬ 
oculated  (feveral  of  whom  have 
paffed  through  the  difeafe  in  a  very 
flight  manner)  I  never  heard  that 
a  fingle  perfon  has  had,  or  even 
been  fuipedted  to  have  had,  the 
fmall-pox  a  fecond  time.  The 
inoculated  therefore  feem  to  be 
more  fecure  than  thofe  who  have 
had  the  difeafe  naturally.  That 
inftances  have  happened,  though 
not  in  my  own  practice,  where 
inoculated  perfons  have  afterwards 
taken  the  natural  fmall-pox,  I  have 
heard,  and  believe;  but  fo  far  as 
I  have  been  able  to  difcover  by  my 
enquiries,  it  has  conftantly  hap¬ 
pened  that  the  operator  has  been 
deceived;  indeed,  there  was  much 
greater  ambiguity  and  hazard  of 
its  failing  in  the  former  method, 
by  large  incifions  and  the  ufe  of 
plaifters,  than  in  the  prefent  prac¬ 
tice,  where  the  whole  progrefs  of 
infediion  is  fo  plain,  that  an  ex¬ 
perienced  pra&itioner  can  hardly 
be  miftaken.  This,  added  to  the 
certainty  of  infedting,  are  ftrong 
recommendations  of  the  prefent 
pradtice. 
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Hifory  and  Antiquities  of  the  For¬ 
ty  eJJes  and  Cajiles  in  the  I  He  of 
Wight.  From  Sir  Richard 
WorUey’s  Hiftory  of  that  If  and . 

OF  . the  fortreffes  on  this  ifland, 
the  caftle  of  Carifbrooke 
claims  the  firft  notice;  not  only 
from  its  antiquity,  but  becaufe  all 
lands  were  held  of  the  lord,  as 
of  the  caftle  of  Carifbrooke,  by 
the  fervice  of  defending  it  againft 
an  enemy,  whence  it  was  called 
the  Honour  of  Carifbrooke.  It 
appears  by  Domefday-book  to 
baye  been  built  by  William  Fitz- 
Oiborne,  Earl  of  Hereford,  and 
the  fir  ft  lord  of  the  ifland,  foon 
after  the  Norman  conqueft,  and 
m oft  probably  at  the  fame  time 
that  he  founded  the  Priory.  The 
land  on  which  the  caftle  ftands 
was  part  of  the  Manor  of  Aving- 
ton. 

This  caftle  ftands  on  a  fmall 
bill,  about  a  mile  fouth-weft  of 
the  town  of  Newport,  and  over¬ 
looking  the  village  of  Carifbrooke; 
the  walls  of  the  original  fortrefs 
include  about  an  acre  and  an  half 
of  ground,  and  are  nearly  in  fi¬ 


gure  a  re&angular  parallelogram, 
having  the  angles  rounded  *.  The 
greateft  length  is  from  eafl  to 
weft.  The  old  caftle  is  furround- 
ed  by  a  more  modern  fortification, 
faced  with  ftcne,  of  an  irregular 
pentagonal  form,  defended  by  five 
baftions ;  thefe  out-works,  which 
are  in  circuit  about  three  quarters 
of  a  mile,  and  encompaffed  by  a 
deep  ditch,  circumfetibe  in  the 
whole  about  twenty  actes;  they 
were  added  in  the  time  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  and  are  faid  to  have 
been  con#ru£ted  on  the  fame  plan 
as  thofe  of  Antwerp  f.  On  a 
fmall  projecting  ftone,  on  the 
north-eaft  corner,  is  carved  the 
date  one  thoufand  five  hundred 
and  ninety-eight.  The  entrance 
is  on  the  weft  fide  in  the  curtin, 
between  two  baftions,  through  a 
fmall  ftone  gateway  ;  on  the  arch 
of  which  is  the  date  one  thou¬ 
fand  five  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight,  with  the  initial  letters 
E.  R. 

This  gate  leads  to  a  fecond,  of 
much  greater  antiquity,  machi- 
colated  and  flanked  by  two  large 
round  towers.  It  is  fuppofed  to 


^  Fhefe  angles  were  taken  down  and  rebuilt  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  as  appears 
by  the  date  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  one  on  the  fouth-eaft  angle. 

„  f  By  aT1  Italian  engineer,  named  Genebella,  who  had  likewife  been  employed 
?n  the  fortifications  of  that  city.  Oglander’s  MS, 

have 


ANTI  Q^U  I  T  I  E  S.  119 


have  been  built  by  Lord  Wood- 
ville,  in  the  time  of  Edward  the 
Fourth,  his  arms  being  carved  on 
a  Hone  at  the  top,  and  the  rofes 
of  York  on  each  fide.  The  old 
gate,  with  its  wicket  of  ftrong 
lattice-work,  faftened  with  large 
nails  at  every  croffing,  is  Rill  re¬ 
maining,  and  opens  into  the 
CaRle-yard.  Entering  the  area, 
on  the  right  hand  Rands  the  cha¬ 
pel  of  St.  Nicholas,  with  its  en- 
clofed  ccemetery,  but  no  fervice 
is  now  performed  in  it ;  the  pre- 
fent  building  was  ere&ed  on  the 
ruins  of  an  ancient  chapel,  en¬ 
dowed  when  Domefday-book  was 
compiled.  Over  the  former  cha¬ 
pel  was  an  armory,  containing 
break,  back,  and  head- pieces  for 
two  or  three  troops  of  horfe ;  but 
defenfive  armour  being  out  of  ufe, 
they  were  fold  by  order  of  Lord 
Cadogan,  when  governor.  Over 
the  door  is  carved  G.  II.  1738  ; 
and  by  a  Rone  tablet  at  the  eaR 
end,  we  are  informed  that  it  was 
rebuilt  during  the  government  of 
Lord  Lymington.  Farther  to¬ 
wards  the  left  hand  are  the  ruins 
of  fome  buildings,  faid  to  be  thofe 
in  which  King  Charles  the  FirR 
was  confined ;  and  a  window  is 
fhewn  for  that  through  which  he 
attempted  to  efcape  ;  beyond 
thefe  are  the  barracks  and  gover¬ 
nor’s  houfe  ;  the  latter  contains 
feveral  good  rooms,  with  coved 
cielings.  It  has,  occafionally, 
been  ufed  for  a  military  hofpi- 
tal  ;  and  certainly  a  more  pro¬ 
per  place,  with  refpedl  to  both  air 
and  lituation,  could  not  have  been 
found. 

In  the  north-eaR  angle  of  the 
bafe  court,  on  a  mount  raifed  con- 
Rderably  above  the  other  build¬ 
ings,  Rands  the  Keep,  c t  Dun¬ 


geon  ;  its  figure  is  an  irregular 
polygon  ;  the  afeent  to  it  is  by 
feventy-two  Reps  up  the  fide  of 
the  mount,  and  there  are  more 
within  ;  each  Rep  is  about  nine 
inches.  This  multangular  tower 
bears  evident  marks  of  great  anti¬ 
quity  :  fome  of  the  angles  are 
Rrengthened  by  walling  of  hewn 
Rone,  which  were  probably  ad¬ 
ded  under  Edward  the  Fourth, 
when  the  great  gate  was  rebuilt. 
There  is  a  well  here,  faid  to  be 
three  hundred  feet  deep,  but  it 
has  been  partly  filled  up  as  ufelefs 
and  dangerous ;  the  Keep  com¬ 
mands  a  moft  extenfive  and  beauti¬ 
ful  profpedt,  which  is  not  con¬ 
fined  to  the  ifland  only,  but  takes 
in  the  New  ForeR  and  Portfdown, 
with  the  fea  intervening  at  different; 
points. 

At  the  fouth-eaft  angle  Rands 
the  remains  of  another  tower, 
called  Montjoy’s  Tower;  the 
walls  in  fome  places  were  eighteen 
feet  thick ;  the  view  from  it  not 
fo  extenfive  as  that  from  the 
Keep.  The  rampart  between  thefe 
towers  is  about  twenty  feet  high, 
and  eight  feet  thick,  including 
a  parapet  of  two  feet  and  a  hair, 
which  was  carried  quite  round  the 
caRle. 

Under  a  final!  building  in  the 
caRle  yard  is  another  well,  mure 
than  two  hundred  ,  feet  deep, 
whence  the  water  for  the  ufe  of 
the  garrifon  was  drawn  by  means 
of  a  large  wheel,  tur»ed  by  am 
afs :  this  duty  was  for  forty  years 
performed  by  the  fame  animal, 
not  long  Race  dead,  who,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  long  services,  be¬ 
came  one  of  the  curiofities  of  tho 
place.  Down  this  well  it  is  ufual 
to  drop  a  pin,  which,  after  a  lapfe 
of  about  three  kcouds  of  time, 

I  a.  produces 


-1 


i2o  ANNU  A  L'  R  E 

produces  a  greater  found  than  can 
well  be  conceived  by  thole  who 
have  not  heard  it. 

The  caftle  was  probably  repaired 
by  Montacute,  Earl  of  Salilbury, 
who  held  the  lordfhip  of  this 
illand  in  the  ninth  year  of  Richard 
the  Second,  the  three  lozenges, 
the  arms  of  that  family,  being- 
placed  on  a  buurfefs  at  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  part  of  the  governor’s 
lodgings ;  but  much  the  greater 
portion  of  the  buildings  now 
Handing,  particularly  the  gover¬ 
nor’s  apartments,  the  oilices  and 
outworks,  were  built  in  the  time 
of  Queen  Elizabeth,  who,  at  the 
felicitation  of  Sir  George  Carey, 
when  England  was  threatened 
with  the  famous  Spanifh  Armada, 
gave  four  thoufand '  pounds  to¬ 
wards  the  expences.  Sir  George 
alfo  procured  four  hundred  pounds 
from  the  gentlemen  of  the  illand, 
and  the  commonalty  contributed 
their  perfonal  labour,  by  digging 
the  outward  ditch  gratis.  The 
governor  was  affifted  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  thefe  works  by  Thomas 
Worfley,  E*fq;  and  the  whole 
amount,,  including  the  repairs  of 
Yarmouth  caftle  and  Sharpnore 
fort,  is  Hill  extant  in  a  long  parch¬ 
ment  roll,  figned  with  the  ac¬ 
quittance  of  the  Lord  Treafurer 
Burghley.  This  roll  contains 
many  curious  particulars  of  the 
prices  of  labour  and  materials  at 
that  time  :  a  copy  of  it  is  given  in 
the  Appendix.  An  armourer  and 
fietcher,  paid  by  tlje  queen,  were 
refident  here  in  that  reign,  as  ap¬ 
pears  by  the  appointment  in  Sir 
Richard  Worlky’s  patent. 

The  lords  of  the  illand,  and  the 
governors  iince  their  time,  have 
made  this  caftle  their  place  of  re- 
fidence.  The  firft  charter  of  the 
Counted  Ifabeila  de  Fortibus  to 
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the  town  of  Ne  wport  is  dated  from 
hence  ;  and  the  will  of  Philippa* 
X)uchefs  of  York,  was  publiihed 
here  the  ninth  year  of  Henry  the 
Sixth,  wherein  ftie  ftyles  herfeif 
Duchefs  of  York,  and  Lady  of  the 
Hie  of  Wight. 

Carilbrooke  caftle  has  been  ren¬ 
dered  remarkable  by  the  confine¬ 
ment  of  Charles  the  Firft,  who, 
taking  refuge  here,  was  detained 
a  prifoner  from  November  one 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty- 
feven  to  September  one  thfeu- 
fand  fix  hundred  and  forty- 
eight,  when  he  was  fufrered  to 
remove  to  Newport,  and  to  re¬ 
new  his  treaty  with  the  parlia¬ 
ment.  The  particulars  of  his 
treatment  will  be  mentioned  in 
the  account  given  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Colonel  Hammond,  On 
the  king’s  death,  it  was  convert¬ 
ed  into  a  prifon  for  his  children, 
wherein  died  the  Lady  Elizabeth, 
whom  the  levelling  rulers  of  that 
time  are  faid  to  have  intended  to 
apprentice  to  a  buttommaker. 
She  was  buried  at  Newport.  It 
was  likewife  made  a  prifon  by 
Cromwell  and  Charles  the  Se¬ 
cond. 

There  are  feveral  other  forts  in 
this  iftand,  which  were  all  ere&ed 
about  the  thirty-fixth  year  of’Henry 
the  Eighth,  when  many  other  forts 
and  biockhoules  weve  built  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  coaft  of  Eng¬ 
land. 

Sandown  fort  commands  a  bay 
on  the  foutheaft  fide  of  the  illand, 
where  there  is  a  good  landing- 
place.  It  is  a  very  low  fquare 
building,  flanked  by  four  baf- 
tions,  and  en  com  palled  by  a  ditch, 
Being  efteemed  of  the  greateft 
conlequence  of  any  fort  in  the 
iftand,  it  had  an  eftablilhment, 
confifting  of  a  mailer  gunner,  and 
, "  9  thirty 
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thirty  foldiers ;  but  this  has  fince 
been  reduced,  and  the  pay  of 
twenty-two  of  the  foldiers  applied 
to  encreafing  the  falaries  of  the 
jnafter  gunners  of  the  other  forts. 
It  had  been  much  negle&ed,  but 
lately  has  been  put  into  repair  at 
a  very  confiderable  expence  to  the 
crown,  and  the  apartments  made 
fit  for  the  reception  of  the  cap¬ 
tain,  who  refides  here  in  the 
fummer. 

Yarmouth  caftle  was  built  for 
the  defence  of  the  entry  into  Frefh- 
water,  or  Yar  river:  it  is  fituated 
on  the  north-weft  part  of  the 
ifland,  and  at  the  weft  end  of  the 
town  :  part  of  it  ftands  on  the 
wall  of  the  church,  demolilhed  by 
the  French  in  the  thirty-fifth  of 
Henry  the  Eighth.  It  is  much 
of  the  fame  conftru&ion  with  thofe 
built  in  that  reign,  and  was  erect¬ 
ed  under  the  direction  of  Richard 
Worfley,  captain  of  the  ifland, 
together  with  another  fort,  called 
Worfley’s  Tower. 

Carey’s  Sconce,  or  Sharpnore 
fort,  about  a  mile  to  the  weft  of 
Yarmouth,  was  afterwards  built 
by  Sir  George  Carey,  in  the 
room  of  Worfley’s  Tower,  which 
flood  at  a  very  fmall  diftance  weft- 
ward  of  the  Sconce,  oppofite  Hurft 
caftle,  but  was  then  fallen  to  de¬ 
cay. 

Weft  Cowes  caftle  ftands  on  the 
weft  fide  of  the  river  Medina:  it 
is  a  fmall  ftone  building,  with  a 
femi-circular  battery.  Oppofite, 
on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  river,  was 
another  fort  of  the  fame  kind  ; 
when  entire,  they  jointly  protefl- 
ed  the  harbour.  This  is  now  fo 
totally  demolifhed,  that  there  is 
not  the  lealt  vellige  of  it  remain¬ 
ing- 


1 

Hiftory  and  Antiquities  of  C  a  r i  f- 
brooke  Priory,  in  the  llle  of 
Wight.  Fro?n  the  fame . 

r "J~‘v  H E  charters,  grants,  and 
j|_  confirmations  of  the  Priory 
of  Carilbrooke  are  regiftered’  in 
the  Chartulary ;  they  confift  of 
between  two  and  three  hundred,, 
of  which  very  few  are  of  con  fre¬ 
quence,  being  chiefly  grants  of,v 
inconfiderable  parcels  of  land  :  the 
moft  important  are. 

The  Charter  of  Earl  Baldwin,  in 
the  Reign  of  King  Stephen. 

Baldwin,  Earl  of  Devon,  and 
lord  of  the  ifland,  confirms 
to  the  Abbot  and  Convent  of 
Lyra,  all  tithes,  lands,  rents, 
and  benefices,  which  they  hold  in 
the  Ifle  of  Wight;  to  hold  as  free¬ 
ly  as  they  held  the  fame  in  the 
time  of  William  Fitz  Ofborne,  or 
Richard  de  Redvers,  father  of  the 
faid  Baldwin.  But  under  this  con¬ 
dition,  that  Geoffrey,  the  clerk, 
fh all  enjoy  one  moiety,  and  Ste¬ 
phen,  the  clerk,  the  other  moiety, 
during  their  lives;  paying  thirty 
fhillings  each  yearly  to  the  Abbey 
of  Lyra,  in  acknowledgment  of 
its  being  the  mother  church  ;  and 
after  their  deaths  the  church  of 
Carifbrook  fhail  remain  to  the 
Abbot  and  Convent  of  Lyra,  to 
be  freely  by  them  enjoyed,  either 
as  demefne,  or  they  may  fend 
Monks  to  the  faid  church.  Tef- 
tibus  Pagano  <vice  comite ,  Brieno  de 
lnfula ,  GernjaJia  Abbate  de  Quad- 
raria ,  et  atiis. 

The  Charter  of  William  de  Ver- 
nun,  in  the  Reign  of  K.  John. 

He  grants  and  confirms  to  the 
church  of  Carifbrook,  two  marks 

per 
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fer  annum ,  devifed  by  his  nephew, 
Richard  de  Redvers,  Earl  of  De¬ 
von,  to  be  received  out  of  the 
toll  of  the  ifland,  by  the  bayliff 
of  his  New  Borough  (Newport) : 
and  the  Monks  of  Cariibrook, 
delivered  into  the  hands  of  the 
faid  earl,  in  the  prefence  of  his  ba¬ 
rons,  the  charter  of  the  faid  Rich¬ 
ard  :  by  the  terms  of  this  grant, 
the  Monks  of  Carifbrook  are  bound 
to  perform  daily  fervice  in  the 
chapel  of  Newport ;  yet  the  bur- 
gefles,  both  men  and  women,  are 
to  go  to  the  mother  church  of 
Carifbrook  on  the  great  feftivals, 
according  to  cuftomu  Tejlibus 
Mabilia  Comitiffa. ,  Waltero  Abbate> 
Willo  fil.  Stuij ,  Roberto  Jil.  Brienit 
cum  multi s  alt  is . 

General  Charter  of  Confirmation 
by  William  de  Vernun. 

This  charter  confirms  to  the 
Abbot  and  Convent  of  Lyra  all 
former  grants ;  namely  the  church 
of  Carifbrook,  with  the  chapels 
of  North  wood,  Shorwell,  the 
chapel  of  the  Infirm,  and  of  the 
New  Borough  ;  the  churches  of 
Arreton,  Whippingham,  New- 
church,  Godlhiii,  Niton,  and 
Freih water,  alfo  the  tithes  of  ail 
his  demefne  lands  in  the  ifland, 
vis,  the  tithes  of  Frefh water,  Af- 
fetcn,  Compton,  Brook,  of  Mine- 
wood,  held  by  the  Prior  of  Ch rift- 
church,  and  two  parts  of  the  tithes 
of  Shalfieet,  and  Cite  Lie,  the 
tithes  of  the  demefnes  of  Robert 
of  Shorwell,  there  and  at  U1  war- 
ton  ;  of  the  demefnes  of  Niton, 
Stenbury,  Week,  and  Appuldur- 
combe,  and  other  the  demefne 
lands  of  Montfburg,  and  Apfe, 
belonging  to  the  Canons  of  Chrift- 
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church ;  the  tithes  of  the  de- 
inefnes  of  Ralph  de  Glamorgan, 
at  Ya-veriand,  alfo  of  N  unwell, 
and  Whippingham  :  the  tithes  of 
the  demefnes  of  Herbert  Fitz- 
Turbert,  and,  Hugh  de  Clerken- 
hull,  and  from  Shide,  of  the  de¬ 
mefnes  of  William  de  Argenton, 
and  the  moiety  of  the  church  of 
Chale,  with  forty  (hillings  an¬ 
nual  rent,  paid  by  the  Monks  of 
Quarr  to  the  Monks  of  Lyra,  for 
the  tithes  of  Arreton,  Hafely, 
Boucombe,  and  Shalcombe,  twen¬ 
ty  (hillings  rent  paid  out  of  Bou¬ 
combe,  one  yardland  in  Bou¬ 
combe,  and  another  in  Wroxall, 
four  (hillings  from  Week,  and 
three  (hillings  from  the  two  Ni¬ 
tons  ;  in  Frefhwater,  two  men 
with  a  yardland;  and  in  Comp¬ 
ton  and  Brook,  two  men  and  two 
yardlands  ;  and  in  Witcombe,  one 
free  tenement  with  its  land  ;  in 
the  hamlet  of  Caldlands  in  the 
New  Foreft,  one  man  with  his 
lands  ;  two  marks  from  the  New 
Borough,  of  the  toll  of  the  ifland, 
according  to  the  will  of  Richard 
de  Redvers;  with  lands  near  Ca¬ 
rifbrook,  given  by  Paverell  de 
Algernon,  and  his  brother  Wil¬ 
liam,  and  the  lands  exchanged 
with  Robert  Crofs. 

From  the  charter  of  Earl  Baldwin 
it  appears  that  he  aflerts  a  right  of 
nominating  the  Monks  to  the 
Priory  of  Carifbrook,  probably  as 
heir  to  the  founder  ;  and  many 
years  afterwards,  Ifabella  de  For- 
tibus  claimed  a  right  of  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  Prior.  It  being  en¬ 
tered  in  the  Chartulary,  that 
Richard  de  Ferans,  appointed 
Prior  of  Carifbrook,  by  the  Ab¬ 
bot  and  Convent  of  Lyra,  com¬ 
plained  that  Ifabella  pretended 

■that 
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that  the  houfe  was  in  her  hands 
on  the  vacancy  of  the  prior,  and 
that  the  advowfon  of  the  Priory 
belonged  to  her;  that  fhe  took 
occafion  on  thefe  pleas  to  difturb 
and  vex  the  prior,  had  cited  him 
to  appear  and  anfwer  in  her  courts, 
and  had  amerced  him  :  on  which 
the  prior  obtained  an  injunction, 
the  feventh  year  of  Edward  the 
Firft.  This  difpute  feems  to  have 
been  afterwards  accommodated,  as 
there  are  releafes  between  the 
countefs  and  the  prior,  wherein 
fhe  referves  to  herfelf  the  right  of 
advowfon  and  lordfhip  over  the 
priory ;  thefe  releafes  bear  date  the 
ninth  year  of  Edward  the  Firft. 

The  claim  of  a  right  in  the  pa¬ 
tron,  or  reprefen tative  of  the 
founder,  to  the  temporalities  of  a 
religious  houfe,  in  cafe  of  a  vacan¬ 
cy,  is  by  no  means  unprecedented  ; 
and  in  fome  inftances  feems  allow¬ 
ed  in  the  decrees  of  the  fynod  con¬ 
vened  by  Ottoboni,  in  the  fourth 
year  of  Henry  the  Third,  where 
patrons  were  forbid,  by  the  fixth 
canon,  to  retain  the  profits  of 
vacant  benefices,  excepting  they 
are  entitled  to  them  by  ancient 
ufage.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that 
at  this  time  the  nobility  of  Eng¬ 
land,  who  were  heirs  to  the 
founders  of  religious  houfes,  and 
to  thofe  who  had  given  the  ad- 
vowfons  of  churches  to  r.onafte- 
ries,  had  generally  taken  great 
offence  at  the  Monks;  who,  by 
procuring  the  appropriation  of 
their  churches,  and  taking  the 
profits  to  themfelves,  had,  as  they 
conceived,  abufed  the  truft  re- 
pofed  in  them  :  the  churches  be¬ 
ing  conferred  on  them,  not  as  fi- 
necures,  but  under  the  luppofi- 
tion  of  their  being  the  beft  judges 


what  perfons  were  raoft  fit  to  be  pre- 
fented  to  the  livings;  whereas  by 
thefe  appropriations,  the  churches 
were  negleCted,  and  the  intention 
of  the  donors  defeated.  The 
Englifh  nobility  prefented  a  re- 
monftrance  on  this  fubjeCt  to  Pope 
Alexander  the  Fourth,  ftating, 
“  That  they  and  their 
predeceffors,  out  of  refpeCl 
to  the  appearing  fanCtity  of  the 
religious  focieties  in  England,  had 
liberally  conferred  on  them  their 
right  of  patronage  ;  that  by  fuch 
means  they  might  have  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  chufing  fit  perfons,  and 
prefenting  them  to  the  biftiops,  as 
a  moft  effectual  provifion  for  the 
cure  of  fouls,  and  relief  of  the 
poor:  whereas  they  found  this 
pious  intention  fruftrated,  not 
only  by  papal  provifions,  that  in¬ 
terrupted  the  right  courfe  of  pre- 
fentation,  but  chiefly  becaufe  the 
religious,  by  clandeftine  and  indi¬ 
rect  ways,  with  the  negleCt,  or 
contempt  of  their  own  biftiops,  had 
obtained  thofe  churches  to  their 
properties,  by  conceffions  from  the 
apoftolic  fee :  on  which  account 
they  thought  themfelves  obliged 
to  refume  the  patronage  of  fuch 
converted  churches,  and  reunite 
the  advowfons  to  their  own  de- 
mefnes ;  becaufe  they  faw  the  good 
intentions  of  themfelves  and  their 
predeceffors  intirely  defeated.’* 
All  this  his  holinefs  excufed  in 
his  anfwer,  by  protefting  “  a 
pure  and  fincere  dellgn  in  fo  ap¬ 
propriating  fome  churches  to  re¬ 
ligious  places,  with  the  afre&ionate 
bowels  of  piety  and  mercy  ;  firm  1  y 
hoping  and  believing,  that  fuch 
conceftions  of  charity  might  relieve 
the  wants  of  the  religious,  and 
promote  the  worihip  of  God  with- 
t  in 
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in  the  refpe&ive  churches  :  and 
therefore,  if  their  complaints  were 
true,  he  was  forry  the  apoftolical 
judgment  fhould  be  deceived,  and 
the  facred  intention  of  the  fee  of 
Rome  be  fo  perverfely  difappoint- 
ed  :  but  far  be  it  from  them,  obe¬ 
dient  fons,  for  this  caufe  of  ap¬ 
propriations  and  provisions,  to  re¬ 
voke  and  take  into  their  hands 
the  right  of  patronage,  bedewed 
on  fuch  religious  houfes^  fince 
they  had  no  authority  topdifpofe 
of  ecclefiaftical  affairs,  and  mull: 
not  prefume  to  touch  any  facred 
thing.  However,  with  the  af- 
Jiftance  of  the  biftiops,  he  would  fo 
eft'e&ually  labour  to  redrefs  all 
abufes,  as  to  leave  no  juft  matter 
of  complaint  or  Randal.” 

The  fame  pope,  in  an  epiftle, 
two  years  afterwards,  complained, 
44  that  the  covetous  defire  of  the 
religious,  had  by  faife  pretences 
obtained  from  the  fee  of  Rome, 
the  appropriation  of  many  paro¬ 
chial  churches  within  the  kingdom 
oh  England,  and  had  by  that  poifon 
infected  the  whole  nation  :  while, 
by  thefe  means,  the  worfhip  of 
God  was  loft,  hofpitality  was  in¬ 
termitted,  epifcopal  rights  were 
detained,  the  doors  of  charity  were 
ill tu  againft  the  poor,  the  encou¬ 
ragement  of  ftudious  fcholars  was 
abated,  with  many  other  fcandals 
and  often ces. 

This  practice  of  convents  pro¬ 
curing  the  appropriations  of 
churches  became  fo  fcandalcus, 
that  even  the  Morphs  were  afham- 
ed  of  it,  Bifhop  Rennet,  in  his 
Parochial  Antiquities,  mentions 
an  in  fiance,  when  Hugh  cle  Le¬ 
von,  Abbot  of  Meanx,  in  York - 
fhire,  would  have  bellowed  the 
appropriation  ■  of  the  church  of 


Eflington  on  that  abbey :  the 
Monks  themfelves  obftrudted  his 
intention  for  the  fpace  of  five 
years,  protefting  againft  the  enor¬ 
mous  injuries'  which  would  arife, 
to  be  lamented  by  perfons  yet  un¬ 
born.  Nor  was  the  difeontent  on 
this  fubjedl  confined  to  the  laity, 
but  even  the  bifhops  fought  to 
have. the  evil  redrefied,  and  many 
canons  were  enabled  in  the  fynods 
for  that  purpofe,  to  which  the 
Monks  refufed  obedience,  and 
much  violence  was  ufed  by  them 
in  oppofition  to  the  canons ;  nor 
did  they  fubmit  till  they  were  re¬ 
duced  by  force.  The  monafteries, 
pofteffed  of  churches,  not  only  ap¬ 
propriated  the  rents  to  their  own 
ufe,  but  frequently  farmed  them 
out;  by  which  means  the  good  in¬ 
tentions  of  the  donors  were  fruf. 
irated. 

In  the  fynod  aftembled 
at  Oxford  by  Arch  bifhop 
Langton,  the  thirteenth  canon  for * 
bids  the  vicarage  of  any  church  to  be 
given  to  a  vicar  who  (hall  not  ferve 
the  church  :  the  fourteenth  obliges 
thofe  who  have  benefices  to  refide ; 
the  fifteenth  appoints  a  fufficient 
portion  of  the  benefice  to  be  al¬ 
lowed  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
vicar :  and  the  fortieth  forbids  the 
letting  to  farm,  excepting  it  be 
dope  for  iome  caufe,  which  ihaii 
be  approved  by  the  bifhop. 

Thefe  canons  were  alfo  r 

ordained  by  the  fvnod  con-  123?  * 

*  * 

yened  at  London,  by  Qtbo,  the 
pope?s  legate  ;  and  again  by  r  .  _ 
another  lynod  held  by  Gc-  L£i-ob* 
toboni,  both  of  which  require 
churches  to  be  fupplied  by  a  refi¬ 
de  nt  vicar. 

A  neglefl  in  the  ob-  r 
fervation  of  thefe  canons,  lI30?8 

occasioned 
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occasioned  the  bifhop  to  collate 
to  thofe  churches  which  fell 
to  him  by  lapfe  :  as  fully  ap¬ 
pears  by  the  regifter  of  William 
ofWykeham,  who  collated  to  the 
vicarage  of  Carifbrook,  void,  as 
he  exprefsly  fays,  through  neg- 
left  of  the  conftitutions  of  Otho 
and  Ottoboni.  There  had  been 
great  commotions  in  the  illand  on 
this  occafion,  and  to  whac  a 
height  they  rofe  at  Godfhill,  are 
feen  in  Bilhop  Woodlock’s  Regi¬ 
fter,  wherein  the  Monks,  with 
their  friends,  are  recorded  to 
have  held  the  church  by  force. 
The  bifhop  alfo  ordered  the  dean 
of  the  illand,  to  put  the  clerk, 
collated  by  him,  in  pofTeffion  of 
the  church  of  Godfhill,  devolved 
to  him,  by  virtue  of  the  canon  of 
the  general  council. 

o  i  In  the  year  following, 
3  ■-*  the  fame  oppofition  arofe 

at  the  church  of  Arreton,  when 
the  bifhop  directed  the  dean  of 
the  illand  to  induft  the  clerk  by 
him  collated,  contra  omnes  et  Jingu- 
los  contradictor es  et  rebelies ,  “  again  it 
all  oppofers.”  After  which  the 
bilhop  excommunicated  nine  per- 
fons  for  obftrupting  his  clerk,  with 
all  thofe  officiating  in  the  faid 
church,  commanding  the  dean  of 
the  ifiand  to  denounce  this  ex- 
communication  in  all  the  churches 
of  his  deanery,  at  the  time  of  high 
mafs,  in  which  ceremony  the  crofs 
was  to  be  elevated,  the  bell  rung, 
the  candles  firft  lighted  and  then 
extinguifhed,  with  every  other 
circumftance  that  could  give  To- 
lemnity  to  the  aft.  This  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  fequeflration  of  the 
churches  of  Frefhwater  and  God¬ 
fhill,  for  contempt  of  the  canons  ; 
and  the  bifhop  excommunicated 


thofe  who  had  violated  the  fequef- 
tration. 

When  King  Edward  the  Third 
afierted  his  pretenfions  to  the 
crown  of  France,  Carifbrook,  as 
an  alien  priory,  was,  with  all  its 
churches,  Teized  by  the  crown,  the 
king  then  prefencing  to  them  ; 
and  the  priory  was  granted  to 
the  Abbey  of  Mont  Grace,  in 
Yorkfnire,  founded  by  Thomas 
Holland,  Duke  of  Surry  :  but 
Henry  the  Fourth,  in  the  fir  It 
year  of  his  reign,  probably  to  re¬ 
move  all  caufes  of  difcontent  be¬ 
tween  the  courts  of  England  and 
France,  reftored  it,  with  others 
which  had  alfo  been  feized. ' 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Fifth 
it  was  again  refumed,  and  given 
to  the  Monaftery  of  Shene,  in 
Surry,  founded  by  the  king,  where 
it  continued  till  the  time  of  its 
diffolution.  In  the  reign  of  Hen¬ 
ry  the  Eighth,  that  abbey  leafed 
it,  together  with  the  tithes  of 
Godfhill  and  Frefhwater,  to  Sir 
James  Worfley,  at  the  annual  rent 
of  two  hundred  marks,  which 
leafe  was  renewed  by  his  fon  Rich¬ 
ard.,  whofe  widow  marrying  Sir 
Francis  Walfingham,  Secretary  of 
State  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  it  came 
into  his  pofTeffion.  It  was  after¬ 
wards  purchafed  by  Sir  Thomas 
Fleming,  from  whofe^  family  it 
came  to  the  prefen t  polTeffors  ; 
the  vicarage  remained  in  the 
crown,  until  Charles  the  Firft 
gave  it  to  Queen’s  College  Oxford. 
To  the  church  of  Carifbrook  be¬ 
longs  the  chapels  of  Northwood, 
Weft  Cowes,  and  Newport,  Ac 
the  time  of  Cardinal  Beaufort’s 
taxation,  this  church  was  valued 
at  twenty  marks  per  annum,  the 
vicarage  at%  Sixteen  marks,,  and 

the 
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the  Procuracy  of  Lyra  at  forty 
marks.  This  priory,  having  been 
founded  when  there  were  not  more 
than  nine  or  ten  churches  in  the 
Bland,  the  Monks  enjoyed  a  larger 
jurifdiCtion  than  thole  of  later  in- 
ftitution,  when  moll  lords  of  great 
poliefiions,  having  built  new 
churches,  had  appropriated  the 
tithes  of  their  lands  to  them. 


Hifory  and  Antiquities  of  the  Ora - 
tory  of  Burton  in  the  Iile  of 
Wight.  From  the  fame • 

^T^HE  Convent,  or  Oratory 
of  Burton,  or  Barton,  hav¬ 
ing  been  dilfolved  long  before  the 
general  fuppreflion  of  monaftie. 
foundations,  efcaped  the  notice 
of  Dugdale,  Speed,  Tanner,  and 
other  writers  on  religious  houfes, 
fo  that  its  exiftence  had  nearly 
funk  into  total  oblivion.  Sir 
John  Oglander  indeed  mentions 
it  in  his  manufcript  Memoirs, 
but  his  information  appears  to 
have  been  merely  traditional :  its 
hiftory  is  however  preferved  in  the 
regifter  of  John  de  Pontiffera, 
Bifhop  of  Winchefter,  wherein 
the  ftatutes  of  the  houfe  are  con¬ 
firmed  by  an  inftrument,  in  which 
the  bifhop  affirms  he  had  feen  the 
charters  of  John  de  Infula,  ReCtor 
of  Shalfleet,  and  of  Thomas  de 
Winton,  ReCtor  of  Godfhill,  found¬ 
ers  of  the  Oratory  of  the  Holy 
Trinity  of  Burton,  for  the  or¬ 
dering  and  governing  the  Laid  Ora- 
Q  tory  made,  and  in  full 
porce^  unjer  the  feals  of 
the  founders,  as  follows  : 

I.  That  there  lhall  be  fix  chap¬ 
lains  and  one  clerk  to  offieate  both 


for  the  living  and  dead,  under  the 
rules  of  St.  Auguftin. 

II.  That  one  of  thefe  (hall  be 
prefented  to  the  Bifhop  of  Win- 
cheller,  to  be  the  archprieft ;  to 
whom  the  reft  lhall  take  an  oath 
of  obedience. 

III.  That  the  archprieft  lhall 
be  chofen  by  the  chaplains  there 
refiding,  who  lhall  prefent  him 
to  the  bilhop  within  twenty  days 
after  any  vacancy  lhall  happen. 

IV.  They  lhall  be  fubjeCt  to 
the  immediate  authority  of  the 
bilhop. 

V.  When  any  chaplain  lhall  die, 
his  goods  lhall  remain  to  the  Ora¬ 
tory. 

VI.  They  lhall  have  only  one 
mefs,  with  a  pittance,  at  a  meal, 
excepting  on  the  greater  feftivals, 
when  they  may  have  three  mefies. 

VII.  They  lhall  be  diligent  in 
reading  and  praying. 

VIII.  They  lhall  not  go  be¬ 
yond  the  bounds  of  the  Oratory, 
without  licence  from  the  arch¬ 
prieft. 

IX.  Their  habit  fhall  be  of  one 
colour,  either  black  or  blue  ;  they 
lhall  be  clothed  pallio  Hibernienf , 
de  nigra  boneta  cum  pileo. 

X.  The  archprieft  lhall  fit  at 
the  head  of  the  table,  next  to  him 
thole  who  have  celebrated  magnum 
mijfam ;  then  the  Prieft  of  St. 
Mary  ;  next  the  Prieft  of  the 
Holy  Trinity;  and  then  the  prieft 
who  fays  mafs  for  the  dead. 

XI.  The  clerk  lhall  read  fome- 
thing  edifying  to  them  while  they 
dine. 

XII.  They  lhall  deep  in  one 
room. 

XIII.  They  lhall  ufe  a  fpeciai 
prayer  for  their  benefactors. 

XIV.  They  lhall  in  all  their 

ceremonies. 
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ceremonies,  ami  in  tinkling  the 
bell,  follow  the  ufe  of  Sarum. 

XV.  The  archprieft  alone  (hall 
have  charge  of  the  bufinefs  of  the 
houfe. 

XVL  They  fhall,  all  of  them, 
at  their  admiflion  into  the  houfe, 
fwear  to  the  obfervance  of  thefe 
flatutes. 

Thomas  de  Winton,  and  John 
de  Infula,  clerks,  grant  to  John 
Biihop  of  Winchefter,  and  his  fuc- 
ceffors,  the  patronage  of  their 
Oratory  at  Burton,  in  the  parilh 
of  Whippingham,  that  he  might 
become  a  protestor  and  a  defender 
of  them,  the  archprieft,  and  his 
fellow  chaplains. 

The  biihop,  at  the  inftance  of 
John  de  Infula,  the  furviving 
founder,  Thomas,  being  then 
dead,  or  that,  after  a  year  and  a 
day  from  their  entering  into  this 
Oratory,  no  one  fhall  accept  of 
any  other  benefice,  or  fhall  depart 
the  houfe.  Adium  et  datum  in 
didio  Oratorio  de  Burton .  a.  1289. 
j'ordano  de  Kingjlon  et  aliis  tejlir 
bus. 

Q,  ,  The  archprieft  being 
*3  fufpended  by  the  biihop, 
the  dean  of  the  ifland  was  ordered 
to  take  charge  of  his  Oratory  in 
the  houfe  at  Burton  :  foon  after, 
,  the  archprieft  being  a 
*  39- •  J  captive  in  France,  and  the 
houfe  of  Burton  in  a  ruinous  con¬ 
dition,  the  bifhop  gave  orders  for 
the  houfe  to  be  repaired,  and 
other  neceffary  things  to  be  done. 

The  Oratory  was,  in 
1 439 *  J  the  eighteenth  year  of 
Henry  the  Sixth,  furrendeied  into 
the  hands  of  the  biihop,  and,  to¬ 
gether  with  its  lands,  by  the  pro¬ 
curement  of  biihop  Wainfleet, 
granted  to  the  College  of  Win- 
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chefter  :  it  was  endowed  with  the 
manor  of  Whippingham,  the  de- 
mefne  lands  of  Burton,  or  Barton, 
and  fome  lands  at  Chale.  The 
fite  and  dernefnes  of  the  Oratory 
are  ftill  held  under  a  leafe  from 
the  Warden  and  Fellows  of  Win¬ 
chefter  College  ;  and  part  of  the 
old  building  is  yet  Handing. 


Punic  Infcriptions  in  the  W fern 
Boundaries  of  Canada  ;  from  the 
Gentleman* s  Magazine  for  Augujl 

1781. 


I 


N  the  Journal  Encyclop.  1781. 
Juin,  p.  55 5 »  is  the  following 
article:  (t  Un  Profefleur  des  Lan- 
gues  Orientates  a  Cambridge  en 
Amerique  vient  d’envoyer  a  M.  de 
Gebelin,  auteur  du  **  Monde  Pri- 
mitif,”  trois  Infcriptions  P11- 
niques,  qu’on  a  trouvees  gravees 
fur  des  rochers,  a  l’-embouchure 
d’une  riviere  qui  eft  a  50  milles  du 
fud  de  Bofton.  Elies  furent 
gravees  par  les  Carthaginois  qui 
aborderent  fur  cette  plage  mecon- 
nue.  Elies  ont  pour  objet  leur 
arrivee,  &  les  traites  qu’ils  firent 
avec  les  habitans  du  pays.  M.  de 
Gebelin  va  donner  un  memoir  fur 
cette  importante  decouverte.”  If 
this  intimation  doth  not  come 
from  M.  G.  himfelf,  then  one  mult 
fuppofe  that  there  is  fome  one  in 
America  that  can  make  out  a 
Punic  infcription,  which  is  more 
than  we  knew  before.  I  know  a 
perfon  of  high  rank  and  under- 
handing  who  is  perfuaded,  that 
the  common  Irilh  is  Punic,  and 
that  many  of  them  have  long 
known  as  much.  If  fo,  they  have 
little  more  to  do  than  to  learn  the 

Punic 


128  ANNUAL  RE 

Punic  letters,  and  they  all  in- 
flantly  become  profedbrs  in  this 
mod  ancient  and  radical  language, 
which  is  io  Intle  known  to  the 
mod  accomplidsed  linguifts.  For 
Infcriptions  on  Rocks,  fee  Gent. 
Mag.  vol.  xxxv.  p.  374.  401.  and 
Phil.  Tranf.  vol,  lvi.  art.  viii. 

“  In  later  times  there  have  been 
found  a  few  marks  of  antiquity, 
from  which  it  may  be  conjectured 
tbat  N.  America  was  formerly  in¬ 
habited  by  a  nation  more  verfed 
in  fcience  and  more  civiiiled  than 
that  which  the  Europeans  found 
on  their  arrival  there,  or  that  a 
great  military  expedition  was  un¬ 
dertaken  to  this  continent  from 
thefe  known  parts  of  the  world. 
This  is  confirmed  by  an  account 
which  I  received  from  M.  de  Ve- 
raudrier,  who  commanded  the  ex¬ 
pedition  to  the  fouthward  in  per- 
fon.  I  have  heard  it  repeated  by 
others,  who  have  been  eye-wit- 
nedes  of  all  that  happened  on  that 
©ccafion.  Some  years  before  I 
came  into  Canada,  the  then  Go¬ 
vernor-general  Chev.  de  Beaucha- 
niois  gave  M.  de  Veraudrier  an 
order  to  go  from  Canada  with  a 
number  of  people  on  an  expedi¬ 
tion  acrofs  N.  America  to  the  S. 
Sea,  in  order  to  examine  how  far 
thofe  two  places  are  diftant  from 
each  other,  and  to  find  out  what 
advantages  might  accrue  to  Cana¬ 
da  or  Louifiana  from  a  communi¬ 
cation  with  that  ocean.  They  fet 
out  on  horfeback  from  Montreal, 
and  went  as  far  due  W.  as  they 
could  on  account  of  the  lakes,  ri¬ 
vers,  and  mountains,  in  their 
way.  As  they  came  far  into  the 
country  beyond  many  nations,  they 
fometjmes  met  with  large  traCts 
of  land  free  from  wood, -  but  co- 
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vered  with  a  kind  of  very  tall  gra& 
for  the  fpace  of  fome  days  jour¬ 
ney.  Many  of  thefe  fields  were 
every  where  covered  with  furrows* 
asdf  they  had  been  ploughed  and 
fowed  frequently.  It  is  to  be  ob~ 
ferved,  that  the  nations  who  now 
inhabit  N.  America  could  not  cul¬ 
tivate  the  land  in  this  manner, 
becaufe  they  never  made  ufe  of 
horfes,  oxen,  ploughs,  or  any  in* 
flruments  of  hufbandry,  nor  had 
they  ever  feen  a  plough  before  the 
Europeans  came  to  them.  In  two 
or  three  places,  at  a  connderable 
didance  from  each  ocher,  our  tra¬ 
vellers  met  with  impreffions  of  the 
feet  of  grown  people  and  children 
in  a  rock  $  but  this  feems  to  have 
been  no  more  than  a  Lufus  Natu¬ 
re.  When  they  came  far  to  the 
Wed,  where  to  the  bed  of  their 
knowledge  no  Frenchman  or  Euro¬ 
pean  had  ever  been,  they  found  in 
one  place  in  the  woods,  and  again 
on  a  large  plain,  great  pillars  of 
done  leaning  upon  each  other* 
The  pillars  confided  of  one  fingle 
done  each,  and  the  French  could 
not  but  fuppofe  that  they  had  been 
erected  by  .human  hands.  Some¬ 
times  they  have  found  fuch  dones 
laid  upon  one  another,  and  as  it 
were  formed  into  a  wall.  In  fome 
of  thofe  places  where  they  fopnd 
fuch  dones,  they  could  not  find 
any  other  fort  of  dones.  They 
were  not  able  to  difcover  any  cha¬ 
racters  or  writings  upon  any  of 
thefe  dones,  though  they  made 
a  very  careful  fearch  after  them. 
At  lad  they  met  with  a  large  done 
like  a  pillar,  and  in  it  a  fm  alter 
done  was  fixed,  which  was  cover¬ 
ed  on  both  Tides  with  unknown 
characters.  This  done,  which  was 
about  a  foot  of  French  meafur®? 
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in  length,  and  between  four  an£ 
five  inches  broad,  they  broke  loofe, 
and  carried  to  Canada  with  them, 
from  whence  it  was  fent  to  France, 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  Count 
de  Maurepas.  What  became  of 
it  afterwards  they  know  not,  but 
think  it  is  preferved  in  his  collec¬ 
tion.  Several  of  the  Teluits  who 

•/ 

have  feen  and  handled  this  Hone 
in  Canada  unanirnoufly  affirm, 
that  the  letters  on  it  are  the  fame 
with  thofe  which,  in  the  books 
containing  accounts  of  Tataria, 
are  called  Tatarian  charadlers ; 
and  on  comparing  both  together 
they  found  them  perfectly  alike. 
Notwithftanding  the  queftions 
which  the  French  on  the  S.  Sea 
expedition  aflced  the  people  there, 
concerning  the  time  when  and  by 
whom  thefe  pillars  were  eredled, 
v/hat  their  traditions  and  fenti- 
ments  concerning  them  were,  who 
wrote  the  characters,  what  was 
meant  by  them,  what  kind  of 
letters  they  were,  in  what  lan¬ 
guage  they  were  written,  and 
other  circumflances,  they  could 
never  get  the  leaft  explication; 
the  Indians  being  as  ignorant  of 
thefe  things  as  the  French  them- 
felves.  All  they  could  fay  was, 
that  thefe  ffones  had  been  in  thofe 
places  from  time  immemorial. 
The  places  where  the  pillars  flood 
were  900  French  miles  weflward  of 
Montreal.  ” 


Account  of  a  fngular  Cuftcm  kept  up 
for  many  Tears ,  and  fill  prevail¬ 
ing  in  Picardy  ;  from  the  Countefs 
De  Genlis’r  Theatre  of  Educa¬ 
tion . 

S  / 

HERE  is  Hill  a  part  of  the 
world  where  fimple  genuine 
Vol.  XXIV, 
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virtue  receives  public  honours.  It 
is  in  a  village  of  Picardy,  a  place 
far  diffant  from  the  politenefs  and 
luxury  of  great  cities.  There,  an 
affeCling  ceremony,  which  draws 
tears  from  the  fpe&ators,  a  fo- 
lernnity,  awful  from  its  venerable 
antiquity  and  falutary  influence, 
has  been  preferved,  notwithlland- 
ing  the  revolutions  of  twelve  cen¬ 
turies  ;  therb  the  fimple  1  a  fire  of 
the  flowers  with  which  innocence 
is  annually  crowned,  is  at  once 
the  reward,  the  encouragement, 
and  the  emblem.  Here,  indeed, 
ambition  preys  upon  the  young 
heart,  but  it  is  a  gentle  ambition  ; 
the  prize  is  a  hat,  decorated  with 
rofes.  The  preparations  for  a 
public  decilion,  the  pomp  of  the 
feftival,  the  concourfe  of  people 
which  it  aflembles,  their  atten¬ 
tion  fixed  upon  modefty,  which 
does  itfelf  honour  by  its  blufhes, 
the  fimplicity  of  the  reward,  an 
emblem  of  thofe  virtues  by  which, 
it  is  obtained,  the  affectionate 
friendfhip  of  the  rivals,  who,  in 
heightening  the  triumph  of  their 
queen,  conceal  in  the  bottom  of 
their  worthy  hearts  the  timid  hope 
of  reigning  in  their  turn  :  all  thefe 
circumflances  united  give  a  pleaf- 
ing  and  affedting  pomp  to  this  An¬ 
gular  ceremony,  which  caufes  every 
heart  to  palpitate,  every  eye  to 
fparkle  with  tears  of  true  delight, 
and  makes  wifdom  the  objedt  of 
paflion.  To  be  irreproachable,  is 
not  fufficidnt;  there  is  a  kind  of 
noblenefs,  of  which  proofs  are  re¬ 
quired  ;  a  noblenefs,  not  of  rank 
and  dignity,  but  of  worth  and  in¬ 
nocence.  Thefe  proofs  muff:  in¬ 
clude  feveral  generations,  both  cri 
the  father  and  mother’s  fide;  fo 
that  a  whole  family  is  crowned 
upon  the  head  of  one;  the  triumph 
K  of 


Iio  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1781 


of  one  is  the  glory  of  the  whole  ; 
and  the  old  man  with  grey  hairs, 
who  fheds  tears  of  fenfibility  on 
the  vidory  gained  by  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  his  fon,  placed  by  her  fide, 
receives,  in  effeft,  the  reward  of 
fixty  years  fpent  in  a  life  of  vir¬ 
tue. 

By  this  means,  emulation  be¬ 
comes  general,  for  the  honour  of 
the  whole ;  every  one  dreads,  by 
an  indelicate  aftion,  to  dethrone 
either  his  fiber  or  his  daughter. 
The  crown  of  rofes,  promifed  to 
the  mob  prudent,  is  expelled 
with  emotion,  dibributed  with 
jubice,  and  ebabliihes  goodnefs, 
rectitude,  and  morality,  in  every 
family ;  it  attaches  the  beb  peo¬ 
ple  to  the  mob  peaceful  refi- 
dence. 

Example,  powerful  example,  a£ts 
even  at  a  dibance ;  there  the  bud 
of  worthy  actions  is  unfolded,  and 
the  traveller,  on  approaching  this 
territory,  perceives,  before  he  en¬ 
ters  it,  that  he  is  not  far  from  Sa- 
len9y.  In  the  courfe  of  fo  many 
fuccefiive  ages,  all  around  them 
has  changed  ;  they  alone  will 
tranfmit  to  their  children  the  pure 
inheritance  they  received  from 
tljeir  fathers  ;  an  inbitution  truly 
great,  from  its  ftmplicity;  power¬ 
ful,  under  an  appearance  of  weak¬ 
ness  ;  fuch  is  the  almob  unknown 
influence  of  honours  ;  fuch  is  the 
jftrength  of  that  eafy  fpring,  by 
which  all  men  may  be  governed: 
fow  honour,  and  you  will  reap 
virtue. 

If  we  reflect  upon  the  time  the 
Salencians  have  celebrated  this 
febival,  it  is  the  mob  ancient  ce¬ 
remony  exi  fling.  if  we,  attend  to 


its  object,  it  is,  perhaps,  the  on! 
one  which  is  dedicated  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  virtue.  If  virtue  is  the 
mob  ufeful  and  ebimable  ad¬ 
vantage  to  fociety  in  general, 
this  ebablifhment,  by  which  it 
is  encouraged,  is  a  public  and 
national  benefit,  and  belongs  to 
France. 

According  to  a  tradition,  hand¬ 
ed  down  from  age  to  age.  Saint 
Medard,  born  at  Salen^y,  pro¬ 
prietor,  rather  than  lord,  of  the 
territory  of  Salen^y  (for  there 
were  no  fiefs  at  that  time),  was 
the  inbitutor  of  that  charming 
febival,  which  has  made  virtue 
flouriih  for  fo  many  ages.  He  had 
himfelf  the  pleahng  confolation  of 
enjoying  the  fruit  of  his  wifdom, 
and  his  family  was  honoured  with 
the  prize  which  he  had  inbituted, 
for  his  fiber  obtained  the  crown  of 
rofes. 

This  afFedling  and  valuable  fef- 
tival  has  been  tranfmitted  from  the 
fifth  century  to  the  prefen t  day. 
To  this  rofe  is  attached  a  purity  of 
morals,  which,  from  time  imme¬ 
morial,  has  never  fufFered  the 
flighted  blemifh  ;  to  this  rofe  are 
attached  the  happinefa,  peace,  and 
glory  of  the  Salempans. 

This  rofe  is  the  portion,  fre¬ 
quently  the  only  portion,  which 
virtue  brings  with  it;  this  rofe 
forms  the  amiable  and  pleafing  tie 
of  a  happy  marriage.  Even  for¬ 
tune  is  anxious  to  obtain  it,  and 
comes  with  refpeft  to  receive  it 
from  the  hand  of  honourable  in¬ 
digence.  A  pobeffion  of  twelve 
hundred  years,  with  fuch  fplendid 
advantages,  is  the  faireft  tide  that 
exifts  in  the  worlds 
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Dcfcription  and  Antiquities  of  Rh  udd- 
lan  Caille,  Town,  (Ac.  from 
Pennant’*  journey  to  Snowdon, 

ABOUT  a  mile  and  a  half  far¬ 
ther  Hands  the  fmall  borough 
of  Rhuddlan,  feated  high  on  the  red 
clayey  banks  of  the  Clwyd,  and 
above  Morfa-Rhuddlan,  a  marfli 
celebrated  for  the  battle  in  795, 
between  the  Saxons  and  Welfh  :  our 
monarch  Caradoc  fell  in  the  con¬ 
flict,  and,  I  fear,  victory  declar¬ 
ed  againft  us.  We  do  indeed  fay, 
that  GfFa,  the  famous  King  of 
Mercia,  was  flain  here  ;  but  the 
Saxon  chronicle  places  his  death 
the  year  before  that  battle.  The 
fine  plaintive  Welfh  tune,  fo  well 
known  by  the  name  of  Morfa- 
Rhuddlan,  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
compofed  on  this  occalion  :  lor 
victories  are  not  the  only  fubjedls  for 
the  harp.  How  beautifully  does 
David  lament  the  blood  of  the 
llain  on  the  mountains  of  Gilboa: 
how  are  the  mighty  fallen,  and  the 
weapons  of  war  perifhed  ! 

The  calile  had  been  a  handfome 
building,  in  a  fquare,  with  two 
extremes  placed  at  oppofite  cor¬ 
ners,  with  a  double  round  tower 
at  each  ;  and  a  iingle  one  at  the 
two  other  corners.  The  court 
forms  an  irregular  odtagon.  The 
ditch  is  large,  faced  on  both  fides 
with  Hone.  The  deep  Hope  to  the 
river  was  defended  by  high  walls, 
and  fquare  towers :  one  is  entire, 
and  there  are  veftiges  of  two  others : 
the  firft  is  called  Twyr-y-Silod ; 
another,  in  the  calile,  was  named 
Twyr-y-Brenhin,  or  the  King’s 
Tower. 

To  the  fouth  of  the  calile,  at 
about  a  furlong  dillance,  is  a 
large  artificial  mount,  the  fite  of 
another  fortrefs,  of  very  early 


date ;  the  whole  furrounded  by  a 
very  deep  fofs  (including  alfo  the 
abbey  )  which  crofles  from  the  mar¬ 
gin  of  the  bank,  near  the  afcent 
of  the  prefent  road  to  St.  Afaph, 
to  another  parallel  road  ;  near 
which  it  is  continued,  then  turns 
and  falls  nearly  1  s'  to  the  fouthern 
part  of  the  walled  ditch  of  the 
caftle :  the  whou  iorms  a  fquare 
area,  of  very  great  extent.  Thefe 
different  works  were  formed  at 
three  feveral  times.  The  mount, 
now  called  Tut- Hi-1,  and  its  fu- 
perftru&ure,  (whatever  it  was)  is 
thoroughly  Britifh,  and  is  faid  to 
have  been  built  by  Llewelyn  ap 
Sitfylt,  who  reigned  from  the  year 
1015' to  1020.  It  was  a  refidence 
of  our  princes  from  that  time  : 
but  Gryifyd  ap  Llewelyn,  in  1063* 
having  given  offence  to  Edward 
the  Conleflor,  by  receiving  Algar, 
one  of  his  rebellious  fubje&s,  was 
attacked  by  Harold,  who  in  re¬ 
venge  burned  the  palace  at  Rhudd- 
lan.  It  was  foon  reftored,  and 
as  foon  loft.  Robert,  afterwards 
furnamed  of  Rhuddlan,  a  valiant 
Norman,  nephew  to  Hugh  Lupus, 
Earl  of  Chefter,  conquered  it  from 
the  Welfh,  and,  by  the  command 
of  William  the  Conqueror,  forti¬ 
fied  it  with  new  works,  and  made 
it  his  place  of  refidence ;  from 
whence  he  greatly  annoyed  our 
countrymen.  The  fquare  towers 
are  evidently  of  Norman  archi¬ 
tecture,  and  naturally  adopted  by 
the  new  owner.  Robert  received 
here  a  vifit  from  our  Prince  Gryf- 
fydd  ap  Kynan,  who  came  to  fol- 
licit  aid  againft  his  enemies,  from 
the  Norman  warrior ;  which  he 
obtained  :  but  on  feme  quarrel 
attacked  him  in  his  caftle,  took 
and  burnt  the  bailey,  or  yard,  and 
killed  fuch  a  number  of  his  men. 
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that  very  few  efcaped  into  the 
towers, 

Henry  IT.  in  1157*  added  new 
ftrength  to  the  cattle,  and  left  a 
confiderable  garrifon  in  it  before 
he  quitted  the  country.  Not- 
withftanding  this,  Owen  Gwy¬ 
nedd,  in  1167,  took  and  dif- 
mantled  it  ;  but  it  was  afterwards 
re-fortified  by  the  Englifh;  for  it 
appears  that  this  fortrefs  had,  with 
two  others,  been  bellowed  by 
Henry,  with  Emma  his  natural 
fitter,  on  David  ap  Owen,  fon  and 
fuccettbr  to  Owen  Gwynedd. 
Here,  in  1187,  he  entertained, 
very  nobly,  Baldwin  Archbifhop 
of  Canterbury,  in  his  progrefs 
through  Wales.  Foffibly  he  re- 
iigned  it  again  to  the  Englifh  ;  for 
I  find  that  in  1214  it  was  befieged 
and  taken  by  Llewelyn  ap  Jor- 
wortb,  his  fucceffor  in  the  prin¬ 
cipality. 

I  muft  not  omit  relating,  not- 
withftanding  I  am  unable  to  give 
the  year  of  the  event,  that  Raridle 
Blundevile,  Earl  cf  Chetter,  was 
in  this  cattle  furprized  by  a  body 
of  Welfll,  and  lay  in  the  utmoft 
diftrefs,  until  he  was  relieved  by 
his  lieutenant,  Roger  Lacy,  alias 
Hell  ;  who  collecting  fuddenly  a 
rabble  of  fiddlers  and  idle  people, 
put  the  beftegers  to  flight.  In 
reward,  he  received  from  the  earl, 
il lagijler'utm  omnium  Leccatorum  et 
mereiricutti  to  tins  C  eft  re  (hi  re. 

I  find  it  in  potteHion  of  Ed¬ 
ward  I.  in  1277  ;  who  was  fo  well 
convinced  of. its  importance  in  the 
conqueft  of  Wales,  that  he  made 
it  the  rendezvous  of  all  the  forces 
deftined  for  that  purpofe.  It  was 
the  plate  d’armes ,  and  the  great 
magazine  of  proviiion  for  the  fup- 
port  of  his  army,  in  its  advance 
into  /the  country.  The  reigning 


prince,  Llewelyn  ap  Gryfrydci, 
knew  the  danger  of  leaving  fo 
confequential  a  place  in  the  hands 
of  his  enemy  :  but  it  refitted  all  the 
mcft  vigorous  efforts  made  on  it 
in  1281,  by  Llewelyn  and  his 
brother  David,  juft  reconciled  to 
him  by  the  fenfe  of  their  common 
danger.  Soon  after,  it  proved 
the  place  of  confinement  to  the 
latter,  not  long  before  his  igno¬ 
minious  end  at  Shrewfbury. 

In  order  to  fecure  it  from  any 
future  attempts,  Edward  turned 
all  his  thoughts  towards  founding 
a  fortrefs  impregnable  by  any  fu¬ 
ture  attempts  of  the  Welfh.  He 
accordingly  began  with  an  a£t  of 
juftice,  that  of  making  recom- 
pence  to  Matter  Richard  Bernard, 
Parfon  of  Rhuddlan,  for  certain 
lands  taken  from  him  for  the  pur¬ 
pofe  of  enlarging  the  cattle  ;  and 
again,  in  1282,  made  an  exchange 
with  the  fame  church,  of  fix  acres 
ahd  a  half,  for  the  fame  ufes : 
and  on  which  he  built  the  cattle., 
whofe  ruins  we  now  furvey.  The 
fmifhing  of  it  took  a  confiderable 
time  ;  for  I  find  an  order  in  1291, 
for  overlooking  the  works  at  the 
cattles  of  Rhuddlan,  Flint  and 
Chetter.  I  cannot  but  remark 
here,  the  ftrong  neceflity  of  curb¬ 
ing  the  new-conquered  country 
with  powerful  garrifons ;  for  not¬ 
withstanding  all  the  ravages  of 
long  and  btft'barous  wars,  it  re¬ 
mained  fo.  exceedingly  populous, 
that  Edward  politically  drafted 
out  of  it  not  lefs  than  fifteen  thou- 
fand  men,  in  aid  of  his  Seottifh 
expedition.  The  confequence 
proved  almoft  fatal  to  him :  for 
while  he  lay  encamped  near  Lin¬ 
lithgow,  a  national  quarrel  en- 
fued  between  the  Englifh  and 
Welfh  troops ;  and  after  great 
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bloodfhed,  the  latter  feparated 
themfelves  from  his  army. 

During  the  civil  wars  of  the 
laft  century,  it  was  garrifoned  on 
the  part  of  the  king;  was  taken 
by  General  Mytton  in  July  16^6; 
and  in  the  fame  year  ordered  by 
the  parliament  (in  the  phrafe  of 
the  times)  to  be  flighted,  i.  e. 
difmaniled,  with  many  other 
Welfh  caftles. 

In  refpedt  to  the  civil  hiflory  of 
Rhuddlan,  I  find,  that  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  the  ConfefTor,  it 
made  part  of  the  great  territories 
of  Earl  Edwin.  It  was  then,  by 
reafon  of  the  inroads  of  Harold,  a 
wade ;  and  continued  fo  when  it 
was  pofl'efled  by  Hugh  Lupus,.  It 
then  became  the  capital  of  the 
diftridt :  and  Hugh  enjoyed  a 
moiety  of  the  church,  the  mint, 
and  mines  of  the  iron  ore  found 
in  the  manor ;  and  a  moiety  of 
the  water  of  Clwyd,  i.  e .  of  the 
mill  and  fifhery  on  fuch  part 
which  belonged  to  Earl  Edwin  ; 
a  moiety  of  the  forefts  on  the 
manor,  and  of  the  toll,  and  of 
the  village  called  Bren  :  and  there 
were  at  this  time  in  Rhuddlan 
eight  burgefles.  All  this  Hugh 
Lupus  granted  to  Robert  of 
Rhuddlan,  with  an  addition  of 
certain  hamlets  dependent  on  the 
place  ;  and  a  new  borough  was 
eredted,  with  eighteen  burgefles, 
who  enjoyed  the  fame  privileges 
with  thofe  of  Hereford  and  Bre- 
tril ;  and  were  exempted  from  all 
fines  exceeding  twelve-pence,  ex¬ 
cept  in  cafe  of  manflaughter,  theft, 
and  heinfare ,  /.  e.  the  depriving  a 
perfon  of  his  fervant. 

Edward  I.  made  this  town  a 
free  borough,  appointed  the  con- 
liable  of  the  caflle  for  the  time 
being  to  be  mayor,  and  the  bai- 
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Hffs  to  be  chofen  annually  \y  the 
burgefles  on  Michaelmas,  day,  who 
were  to  be  prefented  to  the  con- 
liable  to  be  fvvorn.  The  town 
was  to  have  power  of  imprifoning, 
except  in  fuch  cafes  which  afledi- 
ed  the  life,  or  lofsoflimb:  when 
criminals  of  this  nature  were  to 
be  committed  to  the  caftle,  bu’- 
gefles  only  were  permitted  to  bail. 
No  jews  were  to  inhabit  the 
town.  The  burgefles  had  a  foreit 
and  free  warren  ;  a  gild  cum  banfa 
et  loth  et  Jhoth^  Jok  fak  et  theam  et 
infangenthejl  et  lib.  per  tot  am  t  err  am 
de  ci  beoloniis,  lejlagia,  Mur  agio , 
Dane  gel  a,  Gaynvite,  &c. 

This  charter  was  given  by  the 
king  at  Flint,  September  8ths  iu 
the  twelfth  year  of  his  reign  ; 
Tejlibas ,  Rob .  '  Bath  &  Wells, , 
&c.  and  confirmed  by  Richard  II. 
at  Leicefler,  and  again  at  Weft- 
minder. 

No  conflable  has  been  appoint¬ 
ed  fince  the  days  of  Oliver  Crom- 
weJ. 

The  burgefles  contribute  to¬ 
wards  electing  a  member  for  the 
borough  of  Flint.  Thofe  who 
are  qualified  inhabit  the  place, 
and  that  part  of  the  parifh  called 
Rhuddlan  Franchife,  which  ex¬ 
tends  above  a  mile  from  the  town. 

The  parliament  Did  to  have 
been  held  here  in  .1283,  by  Ed¬ 
ward  I.  was  probably  no  more 
than  a  council  aflembled  by  the 
conq-ueror,  to  divide  his  new  con- 
quefts  into  counties,  and  to  give 
falutary  laws  to  the  Welfh;  to 
abolifh  any  antient  cuftoms  which 
the  wife  prince  thought  detrimen¬ 
tal,  and  to  introduce  fuch  of  the 
Englifli  as  would  prove  of  ufe. 
This  was  not  done  haftily  ;  for  in 
the  year  preceding,  a  comrnifiion 
had  been  appointed,  with  Tho- 
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Bias  Beke,  Bilhop  of  St.  David, 
president ;  who  were  to  confider 
and  report  upon  oath  the  different 
Jaws  of  both  countries.  From 
their  refolutions  were  framed  the 
famous  Statute  of  Rhuddlan  ;  in 
which,  among  many  excellent  in- 
ilitutions,  were  introduced  (heriffs 
and  coroners,  their  powers  de¬ 
fined,  and  the  principal  crimes  of 
the  times  pointed  out:  mo  ft  of 
which  were  ads  of  violence,  ra¬ 
pine,  and  theft;  fuch  as  might 
be  expected  to  exift  among  people  : 
an  evil  which  refulted  more  from 
the  turbulencp  of  the  time,  than 
the  want  of  wholefome  laws. 

A  piece  of  antient  building, 
called  the  Parlement  Houfe,  is 
ffill  to  be  feen  in  Rhuddlan  ;  pro¬ 
bably  the  place  where  the  king 
fat  in  council.  From  hence  he 
actually  pradifed  the  well-known 
deceit  of  giving  them  a  prince 
born  among  them,  who  never 
fpoke  a  word  of  Engliih,  and  whofe 
life  and  converfation  no  man  was 
able  to  ffain  :  all  which  our  d if- 
contented  nobility  eagerly  accept¬ 
ed,  little  thinking  the  perfon  in¬ 
tended,  to  be  the  infant  Edward, 
juft  bora  at  Caernarvon. 


Mijhrical  Account  of  Denbigh,  of 
its  Cafhf  Church ,  Charter ,  &c, 
from  the  fame. 

A  Little  further  ffands  Den¬ 
bigh,  placed,  like  Sterling, 
on  the  Rope  of  a  great  rock, 
crowned  with  a  caftle.  Its  an- 
tient  Britiih  name  was  Caffe!]  Kled 
vryn  yrs  Rhos,  or  the  Craggy 
Hill  m  Rhos,  the  former  name  of 
the  tract  in  which  it  is  feated. 
The  word  Dinbech,  the  p  re  lent 
Welftt  appellation,  fignifies  a 
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fmall  hill,  which  it  is,  compara¬ 
tive  to  the  neighbouring  moun¬ 
tains.  The  ffrft  time  I  find  any 
mention  of  it,  is  in  the  beginning 
of  the  reign  of  Edward  1.  from, 
whom  David,  in  defiance  of  his 
brother  Llewelyn,  chofe  to  hold 
this  lordlhip,  together  with  the 
cantred  of  Dyffryn  Clwyd.  He 
made  it  his  refidence  till  the  con- 
queft  of  our  country;  foon  after 
which,  he  was  taken  near  the 
place,  and  carried,  loaden  with 
irons,  to  the  Engliih  monarch  at 
Rhuddlan. 

The  king  politically  fecured  his 
new  acquifftions,  by  bellowing  fe¬ 
ver  a!  of  the  great  lordlhips  on  his 
followers.  He  gave  that  of  Den¬ 
bigh  to  Henry  Lacy,  Earl  of  Lin¬ 
coln,  who  built  the  caffle,  and 
inclofed  within  a  wall  the  fmall 
town  he  found  there.  Among 
other  privileges,  he  gave  his  vaf- 
ials  liberty  of  killing  and  deffroy- 
ing  all  manner  of  wild  beads  on 
the  lord fh ip,  except  in  certain, 
parts  referved  out  of  the  grant ;  I 
fuppofe  for  the  purpofe  of  the 
particular  amufement  of  the  lord  ; 
for  l  find,  in  the  reign  of  Hen¬ 
ry  VI.  the  names  of  five  parks  in 
this  lordlhip,  viz.  Moyiewike, 
Carefnodooke,  Kyiford,  Baghd, 
and  Pofey,  of  which  the  king 
conftituted  Owen  Tudor,  ranger. 
On  the  death  of  Lacy,  the  lord- 
fhip  paffed  to  Thomas  Earl  of 
Lancaffer,  by  virtue  of  his  mar¬ 
riage  with  Alicia,  daughter  of  the 
laft  poffeffbr.  After  the  attainder 
of  ri Tomas,  Edward  II.  bellowed 
it  on  Hugh  D’Efpencer ;  who 
proved  an  oppreffive  fuperior,  and 
abridged  the  inhabitants  of  the 
privileges  granted  to  them  by 
Lacy.  By  the  fatal  end  of  that 
favourite*  it  fell  again  to  the 
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crown  ;  and  was  given  by  Ed¬ 
ward  III.  to  another,  equally  un¬ 
fortunate,  Roger  Mortimer  Earl 
of  March  ;  whole  death  enabled 
the  king  to  inveftwith  his  lord- 
fhip  William  Mountacute  Earl  of 
Salufbury.  He  died  in  1333:  and 
on  the  reverfal  of  the  attainder  of 
the  Earl  of  March,  it  was  reftor- 
ed  to  his  family,  in  the  perfon  of 
his  grandfon  Roger :  and  by  the 
marriage  of  Anne,  filler  to  another 
Roger,  1  aft  Earl  of  March,  with 
Richard  Plantagenet  Earl  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  it  came  into  the  houfe  of 
Yorke,  and  fo  into  the  crown. 
Queen  Elizabethan  1563,  bellow¬ 
ed  it,  as  a  moll  valuable  gift,  on  her 
unmerited  minion,  Robert  Dudly 
Earl  of  Leiceller  ;  who  foon  made 
the  country  feel  the  weight  of  his 
oppreHicn.  Notwithstanding  the 
tenants  made  him  a  prefent  of  two 
thoufand  pounds  at  his  frit  en¬ 
trance  into  the  lprdlhip,  he  re¬ 
mained  unfatisfied  ;  he  contain¬ 
ed  the  freeholders  to  raife  the  old 
rents  of  250I.  a  year,  to  8  or  900I. 
and  at  his  will  inclofed  the  wade 
lands,  to  the  injury  of  the  tenants ; 
who,  offended  at  his  rapacity, 
arofe  and  levelled  his  encroach¬ 
ments.  This  was  conftrued  into  riot 
and  rebellion  :  two  hopeful  young 
men,  of  the  houfe  of  Lleweni, 
were  taken  to  Shrewlbury,  tried 
and  executed  there,  for  the  pre¬ 
tended  offence.  He  had  the  in- 
folence  even  to  mortgage  the  ma¬ 
nor  to  fome  merchants  of  London  ; 
and,  I  apprehend,  tricked  them 
for  their  credulity.  The  various 
d iforders  which  rofe  from  thefe 
pra&ices,  were  fo  great,  that  Eli¬ 
zabeth  interpofed,  and  by  charter 
confirmed  the  quiet  poffeflion  of 
the  tenants,  and  allayed  the  dif- 
contents.  Thefe  were  again  ex¬ 


cited  in  the  reign  of  King  Wil¬ 
liam,  by  the  vail  grant  made  to 
the  Earl  of  Portland.  The  fame 
ferments  arofe,  and  the  fame  means 
were  ufed  to  allay  them  :  at  pre¬ 
fent,  this,  and  the  other  great 
manors  of  Bromefield  and  Yale, 
remain  in  the  crown,  and  are 
peacefully  fuperintended  by  a 
lleward  appointed  by  the  king. 

The  caliie  and  inclofed  part  of 
the  town,  took  up  a  very  conli- 
derable  fpace,  and  were  defended 
by  ftrong  walls  and  towers  :  the 
lad  are  chiefly  fquare.  There  are 
two  gates  to  the  outmoil  precindl : 
that  called  the  Burgeffes  Tower, 
is  large,  fquare,  and  built  iingu- 
larly,  with  fmall  adder  dones. 
The  other  was  called  the  Exche¬ 
quer  Gate,  in  which  the  lord’s 
court  was  kept.  Some  few  houfes, 
with  moll  beautiful  views,  are  at  1 
prefent  inhabited  in  this  part. 
Leland  fays,  that  there  had  been 
divers  rows  of  dreets  ;  but  in  his 
time  there  were  fcarcely  eighty 
houfholders  within  thefe  walls. 
Here  dands  the  chapel,  called  St. 
Hiilary’s,  formerly  belonging  to 
the  garrifon,  now  the  place  of 
worlhip  for  the  town.  In  old 
times,  on  every  Sunday  here  were 
maffes  for  the  fouls  of  Lacy  and 
Percy.  Not  far  from  it  arex  the 
remains  of  an  unlinifhed  church, 
a  hundred  and  feventy-hve  feet 
long,  and  feventy-one  broad,  and 
defigned  to  have  been  fupported 
by  two  rows  of  pillars.  This  no¬ 
ble  building  was  begun  in  1379, 
as  appears  by  the  date  on  a  foun¬ 
dation-done.  it  was  to  this  pur- 
pofe  ;  for  at  prelent  it  is  m;ich 
defaced  : 

imo  Martii  1579 
Et  Regni  Re  :  Elizabeth*  2  *. 

W.  ; 
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On  the  other  fide  appeared, 

Veritas,  vita,  via.  Duo  funt  templa  Dei. 
Unu  njiudus  I.  ein  :  eft  Pontifex  pri- 
pnogenties  ejus  verba  Dei  :  Alterum 
rationalis  anima  :  cujus  facerdos  eft 
verus  homo.  , 

G.  A. 

This  church  was  begun  under 
the  aufpices  of  Lefcefier :  but  it 
is  (aid  that  he  left  off  his  build¬ 
ings  in  Wales,  by  reafon  of  the 
puolic  hatred  he  had  incurred  on 
account  of  his  tyranny.  A  fum 
was  afterwards  colledled,  in  order 
to  complete  the  work  ;  but  it  is 
faid,  that  when  the  Earl  of  Elfex 
paffed  through  Denbigh,  on  his 
Irifh  expedition,  he  borrowed  the 
money  defined  for  tile  purpofe, 
which  was  never  repayed  ;  and  by 
that  means  the  church  was  left 
unfinilhed. 

The  ca  file  crowns  the  furomit 
of  the  hill,  one  fide  of  which  is 
quite  precipitous.  The  entrance 
is  very  magnificent,  beneath  a 
gothic  arch,  over  which  is  the 
ilatue  of  Henry  Lacy,  fitting  in 
ifately  flowing  robes.  On  each 
fide  of  the  gate-way  flood  a  large 
©diagonal  tower.  The  breaches 
in  it  are  vail  and  awful  :  they 
ferve  to  difeover  the  antienr,  man¬ 
ner  of  building  :  a  double  wall 
appears  to  have  been  built,  with 
a  great  vacancy  between,  into 
which  was  poured  all  forts  of  rub- 
bifb,  flone,  and  hot  mortar, 
which  time  confolidated  to  a  flony 
Ibardnefs.  This  part,  *s  Leland 
fays,  was  never  completed,  the 
work  having  been  deferted  by  the 
earl,  on  the  lofs  of  his  elded  fon, 
who  was  accidentally  drowned  in 
the  well,  whofe  opening  is  Eill 
\q  be  ieen  in  the  caiile-yard. 


Charles  I.  lay  here  on  the  23d 
of  September,  1645,  after  his  re¬ 
treat  from  Chefler,  in  a  tower 
hill  called  Siamber  y  Brenhin,  or 
the  King’s  tower. 

The  profpedt  through  the  bro¬ 
ken  arches  is  extremely  fine,  ex¬ 
tending  in  parts  over  the  whole 
vale,  and  all  its  ealiern  hills,  from 
IVioel  Venlli  to  Diferth  rock  ;  a 
rich  view,  but  deficient  in  water  : 
the  river  Clvvyd  being  too  frnall 
to  be  feen  ;  and  in  great  rains  fo 
furious,  as  to  overflow  a  great 
fpace  of  the  meadowy  tradl. 

Leland  relates  a  particular  of 
this  fortrefs,  which  I  dp  not  dif¬ 
eover  in  any  other  hiflorian :  he 
fays,  that  Edward  IV.  was  be- 
fieged  in  it ;  and  that  he  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  retire,  on  condition 
that  he  Should  quit  the  kingdom 
for  ever.  The  only  time  in  which 
that  prince  was  conflrained  to  ab¬ 
dicate  his  dominions,  was  in  1470, 
wfyen  he. took  flipping  at  Lynn; 
not  by  reafon  of  any  capitulation 
with  his  enemies,  but  through  the 
defperate  fituation  of  his  affairs  at 
that  period, 

jafper  Tudor,  Earl  of  Pem¬ 
broke,  had,  in  the  year  1459,  pof- 
fefled  this  place,  and  feveral  others 
in  the  principality,  in  behalf  of 
his  weak  half-brother,  Henry  VI. 
but  they  were  wrefled  from  him 
by  the  Yorkifts  in  the  following 
year.  In  1468  he  returned,  was 
joined  by  two  thopfand  Welfh,  and 
burnt  the  town  ;  meditating  rather 
revenge  than  con  quell. 

In  the  beginning  of  November 
1645,  parliament  army  ob¬ 

tained,  near  this  town,  a  mod  im¬ 
portant  victory  over  the  royalids. 
!  he  latter,  under  the  command 
of  Sir  William  Vaughan,  had 
formed  a  considerable  body  of 

forces^ 
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forces,  Wel(h  and  Iriih,  with  a 
defign  of  marching  to  the  relief 
of  Cheller,  then  befieged  :  Sir 
William  Brcreton  had  notice  of 
the  defign,  and  immediately  de¬ 
tached  that  able  officer  Mytton, 
and  under  him  Colonel  Jones  and 
Colonel  Louthian,  with  one  tbou- 
fand  four  hundred  horfe,  and  a 
thoufand  foot,  to  fruftrate  the 
plan.  Mytton  did  his  duty,  at¬ 
tacked  the  royalifts  with  vigor, 
and  in  feveral  hot  engagements,  to¬ 
tally  routed  them,  took  five  hun¬ 
dred  horfe  and  four  hundred  foot, 
killed  one  hundred,  and  fo  entire¬ 
ly  difperfed  them,  as  not  to  leave 
a  hundred  together  in  one  place. 

In  1646,  we  find  the  caftle  gar- 
rifoned  by  the  Icyalifts :  its  go¬ 
vernor  was  Colonel  William  Sa¬ 
lufbury,  ofBachymbyd,  common¬ 
ly  called  Salufbury  Hofanau  Giei- 
fiau,  or'  Blue  Stockings.  The 
fiege  was  begun  under  the  con- 
dud  of  Major-general  Mytton, 
about  the  16th  of  July;  but  fuch 
was  the  gallant  defence  of  the  be¬ 
fieged,  that  it  was  not  furren- 
dered  till  the  3d  of  November, 
and  then  only  on  the  raoft  honour¬ 
able  conditions.  It  is  very  re¬ 
markable,  that  notwithflanding 
the  orders  of  fallen  majefty,  in 
June,  for  the  general  lurrender 
of  every  garrifon  in  England  and 
Wales,  on  fair  and  honourable 
terms,  yet  the  firft  which  yielded  in 
North  Wales,  held  out  above  two 
months  longer  than  the  laft  Eng- 
lifii  caftle. 

The  priory  of  Carmelites,  or 
White  Friars,  flood  at  the  bottom 
of  the  town.  It  was  founded  by 
John  Salufbury,  of  Llevveni,  who 
jjied,  as  appeared  from  a  muti¬ 
lated  brafs,  found  in  the  conven¬ 
tual  church,  on  the  7th  of  March, 
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1289.  Speed  aferibes  the  build¬ 
ing  to  one  John  de  Sunimore,  in 
1 399  ;  but  the  infeription  fixes 
the  honour  on  Salufbury.  On  the 
difi’olution,  this  houfe  was  granted 
to  Richard  Andreas  and  William 
L’lfle.  The  church,  now  con¬ 
verted  into  a  barn,  is  the  only 
remaining  building:  it  was  the 
burying-place  of  the  family  of 
the  founder,  till  the  reformation  ; 
aVid  forne  of  their  tombs  were  to 
be  feen  here  within '  memory  of 
man. 

The  prefent  town  covers  great 
part  of  the  Hope  of  the  hill ;  and 
fome  ftreets  extend  along  the 
plain.  Its  manufactures  in  fhoes 
and  gloves  are  very  confiderable  ; 
and  great  quantities  are  annually 
fent  to  London,  to  the  great  vvare- 
houfes  of  the  capital,  and  for  the 
purpofes  of  exportation. 

The  conftitution  of  this  bo¬ 
rough,  and  its  origin,  will  be  fully 
explained  by  the  following  tra fi¬ 
fe  rip:,  communicated  to  me  by 
one  of  its  burgefifes.  It  begins 
with  citing  the  laft  charter,  which 
is  that  granted  by  King  Charles  II. 
which  recites  letters  patents  grant¬ 
ed  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  <Jat~ 
ed  at  Weftminfter  the  20th  of 
June,  in  the  thirty-ninth  year  of 
her  reign  ;  in  which  the  faid 
Queen  recites,  **  That  feeing  Ed¬ 
ward  I.  by  his  letters  patent,  dat¬ 
ed  at  Northampton  the  29th  of 
Auguft,  in  the  eighteenth  year 
of  his  reign,  hath  granted  to 
Henry  de  Lacy,  Earl  of  Lincoln, 
that  all  his  men  then  inhabiting 
his  town  of  Denbigh,  or  that  ffiould 
for  ever  inhabit  ir,  through  all  his 
territories,  formerly  belonging  to 
the  King  of  Wales,  and  alfo 
through  the  counties  of  Chefter, 
Salop,  Stafford,  Glouceftcr,  Wor- 

cefter. 
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cefter,  and  Hereford,  Ihould  be 
free  and  acquitted  for  ever  from 
all  toll,  Callage,  payage,  panage, 
murage,  pontage,  and  paffage; 
and  feeing  alfo  King  Edward  III. 
by  his  letters  patent,  dated  at  York 
the  27th  of  October,  in  the  ffxth 
year  of  his  reign,  hath,  for  him- 
f’elf,  and  his  heirs  and  fucceffors, 
then  inhabiting,  and  afterward  to 
Inhabit,  the  faid  town,  ihould, 
through  the  kingdom  and  domi¬ 
nions,  be  freed  and  acquitted  from 
all  fuch  toll,  flallage,  payage, 
murage,  pontage,  and  paffage  ; 
and  feeing  alfo  that  Richard  TI. 
by  his  letters  patent,  dated  at 
Weftminfter  the  22d  of  February, 
In  the  fecond  year  of  his  reign, 
granted  to  the  abovefaid  inen,  that 
the  aforefaid  town  of  Denbigh, 
and  half  a  mile  compafs  about  the 
town,  Ihould  be  a  free  borough, 
and  that  the  men  inhabiting,  and 
afterwards  to  inhabit,  Ihould  be 
free  burgeffes ;  and  feeing  alfo  that 
Richard  III.  by  his  letters,  dated 
at  Wefftninfter  the  10th  of  De¬ 
cember,  in  the  fecond  year  of  his 
reign,  confirmed  the  aforefaid 
grants,  and  by  his  faid  letters  pa¬ 
tent  did  grant  unto  the  faid  bur¬ 
geffes,  their  heirs  and  affigns,  be¬ 
ing  Englifhmen,  common  of  paf- 
ture  for  all  manner  of  cattle,  at 
all  times  in  the  year,  in  the  com¬ 
mon  pafture  of  the  town  and  foreff 
of  Lleweney  ;  and  that  the  bur¬ 
geffes  aforefaid,  and  their  heirs 
and  affgns,  Ihould  be  free  and 
acquitted,  in  all  his  dominions  and 
territories  in  England  and  Ire¬ 
land,  foe,  fac,  toll,  and  them, 
laftage,  flail age,  payage,  pannage, 
pontage,  murage,  and  other  cuf- 
toms  whatfoever.  And  the  afore- 
laid  Queen  Elizabeth,  by  her  faid 
letters  patent,  did  ordain,  c'onfli- 
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tute,  grant,  and  confirm,  that  the 
town  and  borough  of  Denbigh 
may  extend,  on  every  fide,  one 
mile  and  a  half,  according  to  the 
common  acceptations  of  that  place, 
from  the  high  crofs  Handing  in  the 
market-place  of  the  faid  town  ; 
and  that  the  faid  town  and  bo¬ 
rough  of  itfelf,  and  the  burgeffes 
of  the  faid  borough,  now  and 
hereafter  in  being,  be,  and  fhail 
be  for  ever  hereafter,  one  body 
corporate  and  politick,  in  things, 
fadt,  and  name,  by  the  name  of  _ 
(<  The  Aldermen,  Bailiffs,  and 
Burgeffes  of  the  borough  of  Den¬ 
bigh  and  it  is  alfo  ordained, 
that  there  be  a  common  feal  fqr 
tranfadling  of  any  caufes  or  bufi- 
neffes  ;  and  alfo  ordained,  that 
there  be  two  aldermen,  two  bai¬ 
liffs,  and  two  coroners,  and  twen¬ 
ty-five  of  the  better  fort  and  beff 
reputed  of  the  burgeffes,  to  be 
capital  burgeffes  and  counlellors 
of  the  faid  borough. 

“  The  aldermen  and  bailiffs  are 
ele&ed  and  nominated  upon  Mi¬ 
chaelmas -day,  yearly.  There  are 
two  other  officers,  called  ferjeants 
at  mace  (or  mace-bearers)  for  the 
execution  of  proceffes  and  man¬ 
dates  iffuing  out  of  the  court  of 
the  faid  borough  ;  they  are  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  bailiffs  of  the  faid 
borough  for  the  time  being. 

“  There  is  alfo  a  recorder  of 
the  faid  borough,  who  is  appointed 
by  the  aldermen,  bailiffs,  and  ca¬ 
pital  burgeffes. 

“  Conffables,  leavelookers,  and 
other  inferior  officers,  are  iikewife 
appointed  by  the  aldermen,  bai¬ 
liffs,  and  capital  burgeffes. 

<e  There  is  a  council  chamber, 
or  guild,  within  the  faid  borough, 
for  the  purpofe  of  holding  and  fit¬ 
ting  courts  of  -convocation,  before 

she 
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the  aldermen,  bailiffs,  and  capi¬ 
tal  burgeffes. 

**  There  is  a  court  of  record, 
to  be  held  every  other  Friday 
through  the  year,  before  the  bai¬ 
liffs  of  the  faid  borough,  or  one 
of  them  ;  and  in  that  court,  by 
complaint  made  in  it,  they  may 
hold  all  and  all  manner  of  pleas, 
actions,  fuits,  demands  of  all  forts 
of  tranfgreflions  vi  et  armist  or 
otherwife ;  and  alfo  all  and  all 
manner  of  debts,  accorapts,  bar¬ 
gains,  frauds,  detaining  of  deeds, 
writings,  muniments,  and  taking 
and  detaining  of  beafts  and  cat¬ 
tle,  or  goods ;  and  all  contrails 
whatfoever,  ariling  within  the 
faid  borough;  and  that  fuch  pleas, 
fuits,  and  actions,  be  heard  and 
terminated  before  the  bailiffs,  or 
one  of  them. 

“  The  aldermen  are  juflices, 
and  hold  quarter  leffions,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  county  feflions  are 
held  by  flatute,  to  hear  and  de¬ 
termine  caufes  ;  but  not  to  pro¬ 
ceed  in  cafe  of  death, -or  lofs  of 
life  or  limb. 

“  No  country  juflice  to  inter¬ 
meddle  with  any  matters  or  things 
whatfoever,  appertaining  to  the 
office  of  juflice  of  the  peace,  which 
fhall  arife  or  happen  within  the 
borough. 

“  Reliant  burgeffes  are  to  ferve 
upon  jury  at  the  feffions. 

“  The  aldermen  and  bailiffs 
are  commiffioners  of  array. 

et  The  reliant  burgeffes  are 
voters  for  a  member  for  the  bo¬ 
rough.” 


An  Account  of  the  antient  Manner  of 
Hunting  in  Wales,  and  of  the 


Laws  relative  thereunto ;  from 

the  Jame. 

FI  E  Welfh  had  feveral  ani- 
mals,  which  were  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  the  chace  ;  fuch  as,  y  Carw, 
or  the  flag;  Raid  Wenyn,  a  fwarm 
of  bees ;  and  y  Gleifiad,  or  the 
falmon.  Yr  Arth,  the  bear; 
y  Dringhedydd,  climbing  ani¬ 
mals,  I  fuppofe  wild  cats,  mar¬ 
tins,  and  fquirrels  ;  and  Ceiiiog 
Coed,  or  cock  of  the  wood.  And 
the  lafl  division  was,  y  Llwynog, 
the  fox;  Yfgyfarnog,  the  hare; 
and  yr  Ywrch,  the  roe.  Some  of 
the  above  come  very  improperly 
under  our  idea  of  hunting,  yet 
were  comprehended  in  the  code  of 
laws  relative  to  the  diverfion, 
formed,  as  is  fuppofed,  by  Gryf- 
fyd  ap  Cynan. 

I  fufpedl  alfo,  that  the  otter  was 
an  object  of  diverfion  ;  there  being 
a  Cylch  Dyfrgwn,  or  an  annual 
payment,  by  the  Welfh,  for  the 
prince’s  water  dogs. 

The  three  firfl  were  Helfa  Gyf- 
fredyn,  or  the  common  hunt.  The 
flag,  becaufe  he  was  the  nobleil 
animal  of  chace  ;  and  becaufe  every 
body,  who  came  by  at  his  death, 
before  he  wasfkinned,  might  clame 
a  fhare  in  him.  The  next  ani¬ 
mals  were,  Helfa  Gyfarthfa,  or 
the  animals  which  could  be  brought 
to  bay,  fuch  as  the  bear,  &c.  which, 
were  hunted  with  hounds  till  they 
afcended  a  tree.  The  bird  men¬ 
tioned  here,  is  the  cock  of  the 
wood,  whofe  nature  it  is  to  fit 
perched  on  a  bough,  where  they 
will  gaze  till  they  are  ffiot,  as  they 
were,  in  old  times,  by  the  bow, 
or  crofs-bow. 

The  third  divifion  was  Helfa 
Ddolef,  or  the  fhcuting  chace, 

becaufe 
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becaufe  attended  by  the  clamour 
of  the  fportfmen  ;  and  compre¬ 
hended  the  fox,  the  hare,  and  the 
roe.  The  method  of  hunting  was 
either  with  hounds,  or  grehounds, 
which  they  let  flip  at  the  animals, 
holding  the  dogs  in  leaflies,  No 
one  was  to  flip  his  grehound  when 
the  hounds  were  in  chace,  unlefs 
he  had  a  hound  in  the  pack,  on 
penalty  of  having  the  grehound 
ham-ftrimg  :  neither  was  it  allow™ 
ed  to  kill  any  animal  of  chace  on  its 
form,  or  at  red,  on  pain  of  for¬ 
feiting  his  bow  and  arrow  to  the 
lord  of  the  manor.  When  feveral 
grehounds,  the  property  of  dif¬ 
ferent  perfons,  were  flipt  at  any 
animal,  the  perfon  whofe  dog  was 
neared;  the  heart,  when  laft  in 
fight,  clamed  the  (kin.  A  bitch 
was  excepted,  unlefs  it  was  proved 
Die  was  pregnant  by  a  dog  which 
had  before  won  a  fkin. 

Every  perfon  who  carries  a  horn, 
imift  give  a  fcientifical  account  of 
the  nine  obje&s  of  chace,  or  elfe 
he  will  be  looked  on  as  a  preten¬ 
der,  and  forfeit  his  horn.  The 
fame  penalty  attends  the  Cyn! la- 
fan,  or  leafh  ;  he  is  never  again 
to  wear  it  round  his  middle,  on 
pain  of  forfeiture  ;  but  then  he 
is  fuffered  to  wear  it  round  his 
arm.  ' 

The  antient  Welfh  held  the 
Befh  of  the  flag,  hare,  wild  boar, 
and  the  bear,  to  be  the  greatefl  de¬ 
licacies  among  the  beaks  of  chace. 

The  prince  had  his  Pencynwydd, 
or  chief  huntfmaru  He  was  the 
tenth  officer  of  the  court.  He  had 
for  his  own  fupper  one  difh  of 
meat ;  and  after  it,  three  horns 
of  mead,  one  from  the  king,  ano¬ 
ther  from  the  queen,  the  third 

*  See  Leges  JFaffica 


from  the  fteward  of  the  houflioki. 
He  was  never  to  fwear,  but  by 
his  horn  and  his  leafh.  He  had 
the  third  of  the  fines  and  heriots 
of  all  the  other  huntfmen  ;  and 
likewife  the  fame  fhare  of  the 
avtobr ,  on  the  marriage  of  any 
of  their  daughters.  At  a  certain 
time  of  the  year,  he  was  to  hunt 
for  the  king  only:  at  other  fea- 
fons  he  was  permitted  to  hunt 
for  him felf.  His  horn  was  that  of 
an  ox,  of  a  pound  value.  He  had 
in  winter  an  ox’s  hide,  to  make 
leaflies ;  in  fummer,  a  cow’s,  to 
cut  into  fpatterdaflies. 

The  king  had  liberty  of  hunt¬ 
ing  wherefoever  he  pleafed  ;  but 
if  a  beaft  was  hunted  and  killed  on 
any  gentleman’s  eitate,  and  not 
followed  and  clamed  by  the  huntf- 
man  that  night,  the  owner  of  the 
land  might  convert  it  to  his  own 
ufe,  but  was  to  take  good  care 
of  the  dogs,  and  preferve  the  Ikin. 

The  penalty  of  killing  a  tame 
flag  of  the  king’s,  was  a  pound  ; 
and  a  certain  fine,  if  it  was  a  wild 
one,  if  it  was  killed  between  a 
certain  day  in  November  and  the 
feaft  of  St.  John,  the  value  was 
flxty  pence  ;  but  the  fine  for  kill¬ 
ing  it,  a  hundred  and  eighty 
pence.  A  flag  was  alfo  reckoned 
equivalent  to  an  ox  ;  a  hind  to  a 
well  grown  cow  ;  a  roe  to  a  goat  ; 
a  wild  fow  to  a  tame  fow ;  a 
badger  had  no  value,  becaufe  in 
iosne  years  it  was  meailed ;  wolves 
and  foxes,  and  other  noxious  ani¬ 
mals,  had  no  value,  becaufe  every 
body  was  allowed  to  kill  them  ; 
and  there  was  none  fet  upon  a 
hare,  for  a  very  Angular  reafbn, 
becaufe  it  was  believed  every  other 
month  to  change  its  fex *. 
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Miscellaneous  Essays 


General  View  and  Chara&er  of  the 
Poetry  of  Queen  Elizabeth’/  Age  ; 
from  Warton’/  Hiflory  o/'Englilh 
Poetry . 

THE  age  of  Queen  Elizabeth 
is  commonly  called  the  gol¬ 
den  age  of  Englifh  poetry.  It 
certainly  may  not  improperly  be 
flyled  the  moll  poetical  age  of  thefe 
annals. 

Among  the  great  features  which 
ftrike  us  in  the  poetry  of  this  pe¬ 
riod,  are  the  predominancy  of  Fa¬ 
ble,  of  fiftion,  and  fancy,  and  a 
prediledlion  for  intereiling  adven¬ 
tures  and  pathetic  events.  I  will 
endeavour  to  afiign  and  explain 
the  caufe  of  this  chara&eriftic 
dillin&Son,  which  may  chiefly  be 
referred  to  the  following  princi¬ 
ples,  fometimes  blended,  and  fome- 
times  operating  fingly :  The  re¬ 
vival  and  vernacular  verfions  of 
the  claffics,  the  importation  and 
tranflation  of  Italian  novels,  the 
vvfionary  reveries  or  refinements  of 
falfe  philofophy,  a  degree  of  fu- 
peritition  fufficiertt  for  the  purpofes 
of  poetry,  the  adoption  of  the 
machineries  of  romance,  and  the 
frequency  and  improvements  of  al¬ 
legoric  exhibition  in  the  popular 
fpeftacles. 

When  the  corruptions  and  im- 
poftures  of  Popery  were  abolifh- 


ed,  the  fafliion  of  cultivating  the 
Greek  and  Roman  learning  be¬ 
came  univerfal :  and  the  literary 
character  was  no  longer  appro¬ 
priated  to  fcholars  by  profeffion, 
but  affumed  by  the  nobility  and 
gentry.  The  ecclefialtics  had 
found  it  their  interefl  to  keep  the 
languages  of  antiquity  to  them- 
felves,  and  men  were  eager  to 
know  what  had  been  fo  long  in- 
jurioully  concealed.  Truth  pro¬ 
pagates  truth,  and  the  mantle  of 
my  fiery  was  removed  not  only 
from  religion,  but  from  literature. 
The  laity,  who  had  now  been 
taught  to  a  fieri  their  natural  pri¬ 
vileges,  became  impatient  of  the 
old  monopoly  of  knowledge,  and 
demanded  admittance  to  the  usur¬ 
pations  of  the  clergy.  The  ge¬ 
neral  curiofity  for  new  difcove- 
ries,  heightened  either  by  jull  or 
imaginary  ideas  of  the  treafures 
contained  in  the  Greek  and  Ro¬ 
man  writers,  excited  all  perfons 
of  leifure  and  fortune  to  fludy  the 
claflics.  The  pedantry  of  the 
prefent  age  was  the  politenefs  of 
the  lad.  An  accurate  compre- 
henfion  of  the  phrafeology  and  pe¬ 
culiarities  of  the  ancient  poets, 
hiflorians,  and  orators,  which  yet 
feldom  went  farther  than  a  kind 
of  technical  erudition,  was  an  in- 
difpenfable  and  almoll  the  princi¬ 
pal 
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pal  object  in  the  circle  of  a  gen¬ 
tleman^  education.  Every  young 
lady  of  falhion  was  carefully  in- 
flru&ed  in  clallical  letters :  and 
the  daughter  of  a  duchefs  was 
taught,  not  only  to  diftil  ftrong 
waters,  but  to  condrue  Greek. 
Among  the  learned  females  of 
high  didin&ion,  Queen  Elizabeth 
herfeif  was  the  mod  confpicuous. 
Roger  Afcham,  her  preceptor, 
fpeaks  with  rapture  of  her  ado- 
sidling  progrefs  in  the  Greek 
nouns ;  and  declares  with  no  fmall 
degree  of  triumph,  that  during  a 
long  refidence  at  Windfor-cadie, 
flie  was  accudomed  to  read  more 
Crreek  in  a  day,  than  “  fome 
prebendary  of  that  church  did 
Latin,  in  one  week.”  And  al¬ 
though  perhaps  a  princefs  looking 
out  words  in  a  lexicon,  and  writ¬ 
ing  down  hard  phrafes  from  Plu¬ 
tarch’s  Lives,  may  be  thought  at . 
prefent  a  more  incompatible  and 
extraordinary  character,  than  a 
canon  of  Windfor  underftanding 
no  Greek  and  but  little  Latin,  yet 
Elizabeth’s  paffion  for  thefe  acqui- 
Etions  was  then  natural,  andrefult- 
ed  from  the  genius  and  habitudes 
of  her  age. 

The  books  of  antiquity  being 
thus  familiarifeS  to  the  great, 
every  thing  was  tindlured  with  an- 
tient  hidory  and  mythology.  The 
heathen  gods,  although  difcoun- 
ienanced  by  the  Calvinids  on  a 
fufpicion  of  their  tending  to  che- 
rilh  and  revive  a  fpirit  of  idolatry, 
came  into  general  vogue.  When 
the  queen  paraded  through  a 
country-town,  almod  every  pa¬ 
geant  was  a  pantheon.  When  die 
paid  a  viiit  at  the  houfe  of  any  of 
her  nobility,  at  entering  the  hall 
fhe  was  faluted  by  the  Penates, 
and  conduced  to  her  privy-chain- 
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ber  by  Mercury.  Even  the  padry- 
cooks  were  expert  mythologies. 
At  dinner,  feleft  transformations 
of  Ovid’s  metamorphofes  were  ex¬ 
hibited  in  confedionary  :  and  the 
fplendid  iceing  of  an  immenfe 
hiftoric  plumb-cake,  was  embof- 
fed  with  a  delicious  bafTo-relievo 
of  the  dedru&ion  of  Troy.  In 
the  afternoon,  when  fhe  conde¬ 
scended  to  walk  in  the  garden, 
the  lake  was  covered  with  Tri¬ 
tons  and  Nereids :  the  pages  of 
the  family  were  converted  into 
Wood-nymphs  who  peeped  from 
every  bower :  and  the  footmen 
gamboled  over  the  lawns  in  the 
figure  of  Satyrs.  I  fpeak  it  with¬ 
out  defigning  to  indnuate  any 
unfavourable  fufpieions,  but  it 
feems  difficult  to  fay,  why  Eliza¬ 
beth’s  virginity  fhould  have  been 
made  the  theme  of  perpetual  and 
exceffive  panegyric :  nor  does  it 
immediately  appear,  that  there 
is  lefs  merit  or  glory  in  a  married 
than  a  maiden  queen.  Yet,  the 
next  morning,  after  fleeping  in  a 
room  hung  with  the  tapedry  of  the 
voyage  of  Eneas,  when  her  ma- 
jedy  hunted  in  the  park,  die  was 
met  by  Diana,  who  pronouncing 
our  royal  prude  to  be  the  bright- 
eft  paragon  of  unfpotted  chaftity, 
invited  her  to  groves  free  from  the 
intruders  of  Afteon.  The  truth. 
Is,  fhe  was  fo  profufely  flattered  for 
this  virtue,  becaufe  it  was  adeem¬ 
ed  the  charadleriftical  ornament  of 
the  heroines,  as  fantadic  honour 
was  the  chief  pride  of  the  cham¬ 
pions,  of  the  old  barbarous  ro¬ 
mance.  It  was  in  conformity  to 
the  fentiments  of  chivalry,  which 
dill  continued  in  vogue,  that  fhe 
was  celebrated  for  chaliity :  the 
compliment,  however,  was  paid  in 
a  clallical  ail  niton. 


Queens 
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Queens  mud  be  ridiculous  when 
they  would  appear  ac  women. 
The  fofter  attractions  of  fex  va- 
niih  on  the  throne.  Elizabeth 
fought  all  occafions  of  being  ex¬ 
tolled  for  her  beauty,  of  which 
indeed  in  the  prime  of  her  youth 
Hie  pofiefied  but  a  fmali  (hare, 
whatever  might  have  been  her  pre- 
tenfions  to  abfolute  virginity. 
Notwithftanding  her  exaggerated 
habits  of  dignity  and  ceremony, 
and  a  certain" affectation  of  impe¬ 
rial  feverity,  (he  did  not  perceive 
this  ambition  of  being  compli¬ 
mented  for  beauty,  to  be  an  idle 
and  unpardonable  levity,  totally 
inconfiilent  with  her  high  ftation 
and  character.  As  fhe  conquered 
all  nations  with  her  arms,  it  mat¬ 
ters  not  what  were  the  triumphs 
of  her  eyes.  Of  what  confe- 
quence  was  the  complexion  of  the 
miferefs  of  the  world  ?  Not  lefs 
vain  of  her  perfon  than  her  poli¬ 
tics,  this  ftacely  coquet,  the 
guardian  of  the  Protedant  faith, 
the  terror  of  the  fea,  the  media¬ 
trix  of  the  factions  of  France,  and 
the  fcourge  of  Spain,  was  infi- 
nitely  mortified,  if  an  embaffador, 
at  the  firft  audience,  did  not  tell 
her  (he  was  the  fined  woman  in 
Europe.  No  negotiation  fucceed- 
ed  unlefs  (he  was  addreffed  as  a 
goddefs.  Encomiadic  harangues 
drawn  from  this  topic,  even  on 
the  fuppoinion  of  youth  and  beau¬ 
ty,  were  furely  (uperfluous,  un- 
fuitable,  and  unworthy;  and  were 
offered  and  received  with  an  equal 
impropriety.  Yet  when  (he  rode 
through  the  dreets  of  the  city  of 
Norwich,  Cupid,  at  the  command 
of  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  ad¬ 
vancing  from  a  groupe  of  gods 
who  had  lefc  Olympus  to  grace 
the  proceffion,  gave  her  a  golden 


arrow,  the  moil  effective  weapon 
of  his  well-furniihed  quiver,  which 
under  the  influence  of  fuch  irre- 
fidible  charms  was  fure  to  wound 
the  molt  obdurate  heart.  A 
gift,  fays  honed  Hollinfhed,  which 
her  majefty,  now  verging  to  her 
fiftieth  year,  received  very  thank¬ 
fully.”  In  one  of  the  fuifome  in¬ 
terludes  at  court,  where  (lie  was 
prefent,  the  (inging  boys  of  her 
chapel  prefented  the  dory  of  the 
three  rival  goddeffes  on  Mount. 
Ida,  to  which  her  majedy  was  In- 
genioufly  added  as  a  fourth  :  and 
Paris  was  arraigned  in  form  for 
adjudging  the  golden  apple  to  Ve¬ 
nus,  which  was  due  to  the  queen 
alone. 

This  inundation  of  ciafilcal  pe¬ 
dantry  foon  infeCled  our  poetry. 
Our  writers,  already  trained  ia 
the  fchocl  of  fancy,  were  ftidden- 
ly  dazzled  with  thefe  novel  ima¬ 
ginations,  and  the  divinities  and 
heroes  of  pagan  antiquity  deco¬ 
rated  every  compofition.  The 
perpetual  allufions  to  antient  fa¬ 
ble  were  often  introduced  without 
the  lead  regard  to  propriety. 
Shakefpeare’s  Mrs.  Page,  who  is 
cot  intended  in  any  degree  to  be 
a  learned  or  affeCted  lady* 
laughing  at  the  cumberfome  court- 
(hip  of  her  corpulent  lover  FaU 
ftaffe,  fays,  *'*•  I  had  rather  be  a 
giantefs  and  lie  under  mount  Pe- 
lion,”  This  familiarity  with  the 
Pagan  dory  was  not,  however,  fo 
much  owing  to  the  prevailing  du¬ 
el  y  of  the  original  authors,  as  to 
the  numerous  Englilh  verfions  of 
them,  which  were  confequencly 
made.  The  translations  of  the 
claflics,  which  now  employed  every 
pen,  gave  a  currency  and  a  cele¬ 
brity  to  thefe  fancies,  and  had 
the  effect  of  diffusing  them  among 

the 
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the  people.  No  fooner  were  they 
delivered  from  the  pale  of  the 
icholafiic  languages,  than  they 
acquired  a  general  notoriety. 
Ovid’s  metamorphofes  juft  trans¬ 
lated  by  Golding,  to  inftance  no 
farther,  difclofed  a  new  world  of 
£aiott,  even  to  the  illiterate.  As 
we  had  now  all  the  antient  fables 
in  Englifh,  learned  allufions, 
whether  in  a  poem  or  a  pageant, 
were  no  longer  obfcure  and  unin¬ 
telligible  to  common  readers  and 
common  fpeclators.  And  here  we 
are  led  to  obferve,  that  at  this  re- 
lloration  of  the  daffies,  we  were  firft 
ftruck  only  with  their  fabulous  in¬ 
ventions.  We  did  not  attend  to 
their  regularity  of  defign  and  juft- 
mefs  of  fentiment.  A  rude  age, 
beginning  to  read  thefe  writers, 
imitated  their  extravagancies,  not 
their  natural  beauties.  And  thefe, 
like  other  novelties,  were  purfued 
to  a  blameable  excefs. 

I  have  before  given  a  fketch  of 
the  introduction  of  claffical  fto- 
ries,  in  the  fplendid  ftiow  exhi¬ 
bited  at  the  coronation  of  Queen 
Anne  Eoleyn.  But  that  is  a  rare 
and  a  premature  inftance  :  and  the 
Pagan  fi&ions  arc  there  com¬ 
plicated  with  the  Barbarifms  of  the 
Catholic  worihip,  and  the  dodrines 
of  Scholaftic  theology.  Claffical 
learning  was  not  then  fo  widely 
fpread,  either  by  ftudy  or  transla¬ 
tion,  as  to  bring  thefe  learned  fpec- 
tacles  into  fafhion,  to  frame  them 
with  fufticient  fkill,  and  to  prefent 
them  with  propriety. 

Another  capital  fource  of  the 
poetry  peculiar  to  this  period, 
confifted  in  the  numerous  tranfla- 
tions  of  Italian  tales  into  Eng¬ 
lifh.  Thefe  narratives,  not  deal¬ 
ing  altogether  in  romantic  inven¬ 
tions,  but  in  real  life  and  manners. 


and  in  artful  arrangements  of  fic¬ 
titious  yet  probable  events,  af¬ 
forded  a  new  gratification  to  a 
people  which  yet  retained  their 
antient  relifh  for  tale-telling,  and 
became  the  fafhionable  amufe- 
raent  of  all  who  profeffed  to  read 
for  pleafure.  They  gave  rife  to 
innumerable  plays  and  poems, 
which  would  not  other  wife  have 
exifted;  and  turned  the  thoughts 
of  our  writers  to  new  inventions 
of  the  fame  kind.  Before  thefe 
books  became  common,  afFedling 
Situations,  the  combination  of  in¬ 
cident,  and  the  pathos  of  cata- 
ftrophe,  were  aim  oft'  unknown, 
Diftrefs,  efpecially  that  arifing 
from  the  conflicts  of  the  tender* 
paffion,  had  not  yet  been  (hewn 
in  its  moll  interelling  forms.  It 
was  hence  our  poets,  particularly 
the  dramatic,  borrowed  ideas  of  a 
legitimate  plot,  and  the  compli¬ 
cation  of  facts  neceffary  to  confti- 
tute  a  ftory  either  of  the  comic  or 
tragic  fpecies.  In  proportion  as 
knowledge  increafed,  genius  had 
wanted  fubjedts  and  materials. 
Thefe  pieces  ufurped  the  place  of 
legends  and  chronicles.  And  al¬ 
though  the  old  hiftorical  fongs  of 
the  miniftrels  contained  much  bold 
adventure,  heroic  enterprife,  and 
ftrong  touches  of  rude  delineation, 
yet  they  failed  in  that  multipli¬ 
cation  and  difpoficion  of  eircum- 
fiances,  and  in  that  defeription  of 
characters  and  events  approaching 
nearer  to  truth  and  reality,  which 
were  demanded  by  a  more  dis¬ 
cerning  and  curious  age.  Even 
the  rugged  features  of  the  original 
Gothic  romance  were  foftened  by 
this  fort  of  reading  :  and  the  Ita¬ 
lian  pailoral,  yet  with  fome  mix¬ 
ture  of  the  kind  of  incident  de- 
feribed  in  Heliodorus’s  Ethiopia 

hi  ftory 
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hiftory  now  newly  trar.flated,  was 
engrafted  on  the  feudal  manners 
in  Sydney’s  Arcadia. 

But  the  reformation  had  not 
yet  deftroyed  every  deluiion,  nor 
difinchanted  all  the  ftrong  holds 
of  fuperftition.  A  few  dim  cha¬ 
racters  were  yet  legible  in  the 
mouldering  creed  of  tradition. 
Every  goblin  of  ignorance  did 
not  vanifh  at  the  ftrft  glimmerings 
of  the  morning  of  fcience.  Rea- 
fon  fuffered  a  few  demons  ftill  to 
linger,  which  fhe  chofe  to  retain 
in  her  fervice  under  the  guidance 
of  poetry.  Men  believed,  or 
were  willing  to  believe,  that  fpi- 
rits  were  yet  hovering  around, 
who  brought  with  them  airs  from 
bea^uen y  or  blafs  from  belly  that  the 
ghoft  was  duely  releafed  from  his 
prifon  of  torment  at  the  found  of 
the  curfue,  and  that  fairies  im¬ 
printed  myfterious  circles  on  the 
turf  by  moonlight.  Much  of  this 
credulity  was  even  confecrated  by 
the  name  of  fcience  and  profound 
fpeculation.  Profpero  had  not  yet 
broken  and  buried  his  11  or 

drowned  his  book  deeper  than  did 
ever  plum?net  found .  It  was  now 
that  the  alchymift,  and  the  ju¬ 
dicial  aftrologer,  conducted  his 
occult  operations  by  the  potent 
intercourse  of  fome  preternatural 
being,  who  came  obfequious  to 
his  call,  and  was  bound  to  accom- 
plifh  his  fevereft  fervices,  under 
certain  conditions,  and  for  a  li¬ 
mited  duration  of  time.  It  was 
aftually  one  of  the  pretended  feats 
of  thefe  fantaflic  philofophers,  to 
evoke  the  Queen  of  the  Fairies  in 
the  folitude  of  a  gloomy  grove, 
who,  preceded  by  a  fudden  ruff¬ 
ling  of  the  leaves,  appeared  in 
robes  of  tranfcendent  1  u fire.  The 
Shakefpeare  of  a  more  inftrufted 
Voe.  XXIY. 
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and  polifhed  age,  would  not  have 
given  us  a  magician  darkening 
the  fun  at  noon,  the  fabbath  of 
the  witches,  and  the  cauldron  of 
incantation. 

Undoubtedly  moll  of  thefe  no¬ 
tions  were  credited  and  enter¬ 
tained  in  a  much  'higher  degree, 
in  the  preceding  periods.  But 
the  arts  of  compofition  had  not 
then  made  a  fufficient  progrefs, 
nor  would  the  poet  of  thofe  pe¬ 
riods  have  managed  them  with  fo 
much  addrefs  and  judgment.  We 
were  now  arrived  at  that  point, 
when  the  national  credulity,  chaf- 
tened  by  reafon,  had  produced  a 
fort  of  civilized  fuperflition ,  and 
left  a  fet  of  traditions,  fanciful 
enough  for  poetic  decoration,  and 
yet  not  too  violent  and  chimerical 
for  common  fenfe.  Hobbes,  al¬ 
though  no  friend  to  this  dodtrine, 
obferves  happily,  “  In  a  good 
poem  both  judgment  and  fancy 
are  required  ;  but  the  fancy-  mull 
be  more  eminent,  becaufe  they 
pleafe  for  the  Extravagancy ,  but 
ought  not  to  difpleafe  by  Indif 
c  ret  ion 

In  the  mean  time  the  Gothic 
romance,  although  fomewhai 
fhook  bv  the  claflical  fiftions,  and 
by  the  tales  of  Boccace  and  Ban- 
dello,  ftill  maintained  its  ground  ; 
and  the  daring  machineries  of 
giants,  dragons,  and  inchanted 
caftles,  borrowed  from  the  magic 
itorehoufe  of  Boiardo,  Ariofto, 
and  TafTo,  began  to  be  employed 
by  the  epic  mufe.  Thefe  orna¬ 
ments  have  been  cenfured  by  the 
bigotry  of  precife  and  fervile  cri¬ 
tics,  as  abounding  in  whimfical 
abfurdities,  and  as  unwarrantable 
deviations  from  the  practice  of 
Homer  and  Virgil.  The  author 
of  An  Enquiry  into  the  Life  and 
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Writings  of  Homer  is  willing  to 
allow  a  fertility  of  genius,  and  a 
felicity  of  expreffion,  to  TafTo  and 
Ariollo ;  but  at  the  fame  time 
complains,  that,  quitting  life, 
they  betook  themfelves  to  aerial 
beings  and  Utopian  characters, 
and  filed  their  works  with  charms 
and  viflons,  the  modern  fupple- 
ments  of  the  marvellous  and  fu- 
blime.  The  heft  poets  copy  na¬ 
ture,  and  give  it  fuch  as  they 
find  it.  When  once  they  lofe 
fight  of  this,  they  write  falfe,  be 
their  talents  ever  fo  great. ”  But 
what  fhall  we  fay  of  thofe  Uto¬ 
pians,  the  Cyclopes  and  the  Le~ 
itrigons  in  the  Odyfiey  ?  The 
hippogrif  of  Ariofto  may  be  op- 
pofed  to  the  harpies  of  Virgil.  If 
leaves  are  turned  into  fhips  in  the 
Orlando,  nymphs  are  transformed 
into  fliips  in  the  Eneid.  Cacus  is 
a  more  unnatural  favage  than  Ca¬ 
liban.  Nor  am  I  convinced,  that 
the  imagery  of  Ifrneno’s  necro¬ 
mantic  foreft  in  the  Gierufa- 
lemme  Liberata,  guarded  by  walls 
and  battlements  of  fire,  is  Jef's 
marvellous  and  fublime,  than  the 
leap  of  Juno’s  horfes  in  the  Iliad, 
celebrated  by  Longinus  for  its  fi»- 
gular  magnificence  and  dignity. 
On  the  principles  of  this  critic, 
Voltaire’s  Henriad  may  be  placed 
at  the  head  of  the  modern  epic. 
But  I  forbear  to  anticipate  my 
opinion  of  a  fyftem,  which  will 
more  properly  be  confidered,  when 
I  come  to  fpeak  of  Spenfer.  I 
mull,  however,  obferve  here,  that 
the  Gothic  and  Pagan  fictions  were 
now  frequently  blended  and  in¬ 
corporated.  The  Lady  of  the 
lake  floated  in  the  fuite-of  Nep¬ 
tune  before  Queen  Elizabeth  at 
Kenilworth  :  Ariel  a  flumes  the 
femblanee  cf  a  fea- nymph,  and 


Hecate,  by  an  eafy  aflociation, 
conducts  the  rites  of  the  weird 
fillers  in  Macbeth. 

Allegory  had  been  derived  from 
the  religious  dramas  into  our  civil 
fpedlacies.  The  mafques  and 
pageantries  of  the  age  of  Eliza¬ 
beth  were  not  only  furnifhed  by 
the  heathen  divinities,  but  often 
by  the  virtues  and  vices  imper- 
lonated,  fignificantly  decorated, 
accurately  diflinguifhed  by  their 
proper  types,  and  reprefented  by 
living  aCtors.  The  antient  fym- 
bolical  Ihews  of  this  fort  began 
now  to  lofe  their  old  barbarifm 
and  a  mixture  of  religion,  and  to 
aflume  a  degree  of  poetical  ele¬ 
gance  and  preciflon.  Nor  was  it 
only  in  the  conformation  of  par¬ 
ticular  figures  that  much  fancy 
was  fhew.n,  but  in  the  contexture 
of  fome  of  the  fables  or  devices 
prelented  by  groupes  of  ideal  per- 
fbnages.  Thefe  exhibitions  quick¬ 
ened  creative  invention,  and  re¬ 
flected  back  on  poetry  what  poetry 
had  given.  From  their  familiari¬ 
ty  and  public  nature,  they  form¬ 
ed  a  national  take  for  allegory ; 
and  the  allegorical  poets  were 
now  writing  to  the  people.  Even 
romance  was  turned  into  this 
channel.  In  the  Fairy  Queen, 
allegory  is  wrought  upon  chival¬ 
ry,  and  the  feats  and  figments  of 
Arthur’s  round  table  are  moraliz¬ 
ed,  The  virtues  of  magnificence 
and  chaflity  are  here  peifonified  : 
but  they  are  imaged  with,  the 
forms,  and  under  the  agency,  of 
romantic  knights  and  damfels. 
What *>  was  an  after-thought  in 
Vaffo,  appears  to  have  been  Spen¬ 
der’s  premeditated  and  primary 
defign.  in  the  mean  time,  we 
mull  not  confound  thefe  moral 
combatants  of  the  Fairy  Queen 

with 
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With  Tome  of  its  other  embodied 
abftraftions,  which  are  purely  and 
profefledly  allegorical. 

It  may  here  be  added,  that  only 
a  few  critical  treatifes,  and  but 
one  Art  of  Poetry,  were  now 
written.  Sentiments  and  images 
were  not  abfolutely  determined  by 
the  canons  of  compofition  :  nor 
was  genius  awed  by  the  confciout- 
nefs  of  a  future  and  final  arraign¬ 
ment  at  the  tribunal  cf  tafie.  A 
certain  dignity  of  inattention  to 
niceties  is  nGW  vilible  in  our 
writers.  Without  too  clofely  con- 
fulting  a  criterion  of  corredlnefs, 
every  man  indulged  his  own  ca- 
pricioufnefs  of  invention.  The 
poet’s  appeal  was  chiefly  to  his 
own  voluntary  feelings,  his  own 
immediate  and  peculiar  mode  of 
conception.  And  this  freedom  of 
thought  was  often  bxprefTed  in  an 
undifguifed  franknefs  of  didlion. 
A  circumftance,  by  the  way,  that 
greatly  contributed  to  give  the 
flowing  modulation  which  now 
marked  the  meafures  of  our  poets, 
and  which  foon  degenerated  into 
the  oppofite  extreme  of  diffonance 
and  afperity.  Selection  and  dif- 
crimination  were  often  overlooked. 
Shakefpeare  wandered  in  purfuit 
of  univerfal  nature.  The  glanc- 
ings  of  his  eye  are  from  heaven  to 
earth,  from  earth  to  heaven.  We 
behold  him  breaking  the  barriers 
of  imaginary  method.  In  the 
fame  fcene,  he  defcends  from  his 
meridian  of  the  nobleft  tragic  fu- 
blimity,  to  puns  and  quibbles,  to 
the  meaneil  merriments  of  a  ple¬ 
beian  farce.  In  the  midft  of  his 
dignity,  he  refembles  his  own 
Richard  the  Second,  the  flipping 
king ,  who  fometimes  difcarding 
the  Hate  of  a  monarch. 

Mingled  his  royalty With  carping  fools. 


He  feems  not  to  have  feen  any 
impropriety,  in  the  moll  abrupt 
tranfitions,  from  dukes  to  buf¬ 
foons,  from  fenators  to  Tailors, 
from  counfellors  to  conltables,  and 
from  kings  to  clowns.  Like  Vir¬ 
gil’s  majeflic  oak, 

- - — Quantum  vertice  ad  aliras 

^E'therias,  tantum  radice  in  Tartars 
tendit. 

No  Satires,  properly  fo  called, 
were  written  till  towards  the  lat-. 
ter  end  of  the  queen’s  reign,  and 
then  but  a  few.  Pictures  drawn 
at  large  of  the  vices  of  the  times, 
did  not  fuit  readers  who  loved  to 
wander  in  the  regions  of  artificial 
manners.  The  Mufe,  like  the 
people,  was  too  folemn  and  re¬ 
served,  too  ceremonious  and  pe¬ 
dantic,  to  Hoop  to  common  life. 
Satire  is  the  poetry  of  a  nation, 
highly  polifhed. 

The  importance  of  the  female 
chara6ter  was  not  yet  acknow¬ 
ledged,  nor  were  women  admitted 
into  the  general  commerce  of  fo- 
ciety.  The  effect  of  that  ihter- 
courfe  had  not  imparted  a  comic 
air  to  poetry,  nor  fbftened  the  fe- 
verer  tone  of  our  verfification  with 
the  levities  of  gallantry,  and  this 
familiarities  of  compliment,  fome¬ 
times  perhaps  operating  on  fe- 
rious  fubjects,  and  imperceptibly 
fpreading  themfelves  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  habits  of  fly le  and  thought. 
I  do  not  mean  to  iniihuate,  that 
our  poetry  has  fufFered  from  the 
great  change  of  manners,  which 
this  affumption  of  the  gentler  fex, 
or  rather  the  improved  flate  of 
female  education,  has  produced, 
by  giving  elegance  and  variety  to 
life,  by  enlarging  the  fphere  of 
converfation,  and  by  multiplying 
the  topics  and  enriching  the  lloi*es 
L  2  of 
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°f  wit  and  humour.  But  I  am 
inarking  the  peculiarities  of.com- 
poOtion  :  and  my  meaning  was  to 
fug'geft,  that  the  abfence  of  fo  im¬ 
portant  a  circum fiance  from  the 
modes  and  conftitution  of  antient 
life,  mull  have  influenced  the 
cotemporary  poetry.  Of  the  {late 
of  manners  among  our  ancedors 
refpe&ing  this  point,  many  traces 
remain.  Their  ftyle  of  courtfhip 
inay  be  collected  from  the  love- 
dialogues  of  Hamlet,  young  Per¬ 
cy,  Henry  the  Fifth,  and  Matter 
Fenton.  Their  tragic  heroines, 
their  Defd^monas  and  Ophelias, 
although  of  fo  much  confequen ce 
in  the  piece,  are  degraded  to  the 
back-ground.  In  comedy,  their 
ladies  are  nothing  more  than  merry 
wives,  plain  and  chearful  matrons, 
who  itand  upon  charinefs  of  their 
honefy.  In  the  fmaller  poems,  if 
<i  lover  praifes  his  midrefs,  ihe  is 
complimented  in  drains  neither 
polite  nor  pathetic,  without  ele¬ 
gance  and  without  affedtion  :  die 
is  deferibed,  not  in  the  addrefs  of 
Intelligible  yet  artful  panegyric, 
not  in  the  real  colours,  and  with 
the  genuine  accomplifhments  of 
nature,  but  as  an  eccentric  ideal 
being  of  another  fydem,  and  as 
infpiring  fentiments  equally  un¬ 
meaning,  hyperbolical,  and  un¬ 
natural. 

All  or  mod  of  thefe  circum- 
ilances,  contributed  to  give  a  de¬ 
scriptive,  a  pidlurefque,  and  a 
figurative  cad  to  the  poetical  lan¬ 
guage.  This  effedl  appears  even 
in  the  profe  compofitions  of  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth.  In  the  fub- 
fequent  age,  profe  became  the 
language  of  poetry. 

In  the  mean  time,  general  know¬ 
ledge  was  ihcieafing  with  a  wide 
diffufion  and  a  ha  fly  rapidity. 


Books  began  to  be  multiplied, 
and  a  variety  of  the  mod  ufefui 
and  rational  topics  had  been  dif- 
cuded  in  our  own  language.  But 
fcience  had  not  made  too  great 
advances.  On  the  whole,  we 
were  now  arrived  at  that  period, 
propitious  to  the  operation  of  ori¬ 
ginal  and  true  poetry,  when  the 
coynefs  of  fancy  was  not  always 
proof  againft  the  approaches  of 
reafon,  when  genius  was  rather 
dire&ed  than  governed  by  judg¬ 
ment,  and  when  tade  and  learn¬ 
ing  had  fo  far  only  difeiplined 
imagination,  as  to  fuffer  its  ex- 
cedes  to  pafs  without  cenfure  os 
con  iron],  for  the  fake  of  the 
beauties  to  which  they  were  al¬ 
lied. 


A  Jhort  Hiforical  Account  of  Athens , 
from  the  time  of  her  Perlian 
9  riumphs ,  to  that  of  her  becom¬ 
ing  fubjehi  to  the  P  Sketch, 

during  this  long  internal,  of  her 
Political  and  Literary  State  ;  of 
her  Philofophers  ;  of  her  Gymna - 
fa  ;  of  her  good  and  bad  Fortune , 
&c.  &c.— - Manners  of  the  prefent 
Inhabitants*-- Olives  and  Honey  ; 
from  Harris ’s  Philo logi ai Inquiries . 

HAVING  mentioned  Athens, 
I  hope  that  celebrated  city 
will  judify  a  digreflion,  and  the 
more  fo,  as  that  digreflion  will 
terminate  in  events,  which  be¬ 
long  to  the  very  age,  of  which  we 
are  now  writing.  But  his  expe¬ 
dient  to  deduce  matters  from  a 
much  earlier  period. 

When  the  Athenians  had  de¬ 
livered  thcmfelves  from  the  tyran¬ 
ny  of  Pifidratus,  and  after  this  had 
defeated  the  vaffc  efforts  of  the 
Peril  an  s,  and  that  againll  two  fuc- 
ceffive  invaders,  Darius  and  Xer¬ 


xes, 
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xes,  they  may  be  confidered  as  at 
the  fummit  of  their  national  glory. 
For  more  than  half  a  century  af¬ 
terwards  they  maintained,  with¬ 
out  comroul,  the  fovereignty  of 
Greece. 

As  their  tafte  was  naturally 
good,  arts  of  every  kind  foon  rofe 
among  them,  and  flourifhed.  Va¬ 
lour  had  given  them  reputation ; 
reputation  gave  them  an  afcen- 
dant  :  and  that  afcendant  pro¬ 
duced  a  fecurity,  which  left  their 
minds  at  eafe,  and  gave  them  lei- 
fure  to  cultivate  every  thing  li¬ 
beral,  or  elegant*. 

It  was  then  that  Pericles  adorned 
the  city  with  temples,  theatres, 
and  other  beautiful  public  build¬ 
ing.  Phidias,  the  great  fculptor, 
was  employed  as  his  architeft,  who, 
when  he  had  ereftcd  edifices, 
adorned  them  himfelf,  and  added 
ftatues  and  Baffo-relievo’s,  the 
admiration  of  every  beholder.  It 
was  then  that  Polygnotus  and 
Myro  painted  ;  that  Sophocles 
and  Euripides  wrote  ;  and  not 
long  after,  that  they  faw  the  di¬ 
vine  Socrates. 

Human  affairs  are  by  nature 
prone  to  change,  and  dates  as 
well  as  individuals  are  born  to 
decay.  Jealoufy  and  ambition 
infenfibly  fomented  wars,  and  fuc- 
cefs  in  thefe  wars,  as  in  others, 
was- often  various.  The  military 
ftrength  of  the  Athenians  was  firft 
impaired  by  the  Lacedaemonians  ; 
after  that,  it  was  again  humiliat¬ 
ed,  under  Eparninondas,  by  the 
Thebans  ;  and  lait  of  all  it  was 
wholly  crulhed  by  the  Macedonian, 
Philip. 

*  It  was  in  a  ftmilar  period  of  triuir 
err. fired,  that  tin  Romans  be£an  to  cul 

ture. 

*  >  # 


But  though  their  political  fove¬ 
reignty  was  loft,  yet,  happily  for 
mankind,  their  love  of  literature 
and  arts  did  not  link  along 
with  it. 

Juft  at  the  clofe  of  their  golden 
days  of  empire  flourilhed  Xeno¬ 
phon  and  Plato,  the  difciples  of 
Socrates,  and  from  Plato  defend¬ 
ed  that  race  of  philofophers,  called 
the  Old  Academy. 

Arittode,  who  was  Plato’s  di- 
fciple,  may  be  faid,  not  to  have 
invented  a  new  philolophy,  but 
rather  to  have  tempered  the  fu- 
blime,  and  rapturous  myfteries  of 
his  mafter  with  method,  order* 
and  a  drifter  mode  of  reafoning. 

Zeno,  who  was  himfelf  alio 
educated  in  the  principles  of  Pia- 
tonifm,  only  differed  from  Plato 
in  the  comparative  eflimate  of 
things,  allowing  nothing  to  be 
intriniically  good  but  virtue,  no¬ 
thing  intriniically  bad  but  vice, 
and  conlidering  all  other  things  to 
be  in  tbemfelves  indifferent. 

He  too  and  Ariftotle  accurately- 
cultivated  Logic,  but  in  different 
ways ;  for  Ariftotle  chiefly  dwelt 
upon  the  Ample  fy'Hogifm ;  Zeno 
upon  that  which  is  derived  out  of 
it,  the  compound  or  hypothetic. 
Both  too,  as  well  as  ether  phiio- 
fophers,  cultivated  Rhetoric  along 
with  Logic  ;  holding  a  knowledge 
in  both  to  be  requifite  for  thofe, 
who  think  of  addreffing  mankind 
with  all  the  efficacy  of  perluafion. 
Zeno  elegantly  illuitrated  the 
force  of  thefe  two  powers  by  a 
fimile,  taken  from  the  hand  :  the 
clofe  power  of  Logic  he  compared 
to  the  rift,  or  hand  compreft  ;  the 

ph,  after  a  formidable  adverfary  had  been 
tivate  a  more  refined  arid  polilhcd  litera-i 

L  3  diffufe 
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diffufe  power  of  Logic,  to  the 
palm,  or  hand  open. 

I  fliall  mention  but  two  fefls 
more,  the  New  Academy,  and 
the  Epicurean. 

The  New  Academy,  fo  called 
from  the  Old  Academy,  (the 
name  given  to  the  fchool  of  Plato) 
was  founded  by  Arcefilas,  and  ably 
maintained  by  Carneades,  From 
a  miftaken  imitation  of  the  great 
parent  of  phiiofophy,  Socrates, 
(particularly  as  he  appears  in  the 
dialogues  of  Plato)  becaufe  So¬ 
crates  doubted  fome  things,  there¬ 
fore  Arcefilas  and  Carneadss 
doubted  all. 

Epicurus  drew  from  another 
source  ;  Democritus  had  taught 
him  atoms  and  a  void :  by  the 
fortuitous  concourfe  of  atoms  he 
fancied  he  could  form  a  world, 
while  by  a  feigned  veneration  he 
complimented  away  his  gods,  and 
totally  denied  their  providential 
care,  left  the  trouble  of  it  ihould 
impair  their  uninterrupted  hate 
of  bin's.  Virtue  he  recommend¬ 
ed,  though  not  for  the  fake  of  vir¬ 
tue,  but  pleafure ;  pleafure,  ac¬ 
cording  to  hiYn,  being  our  chief 
and  fovereign  good.  It  mull  be 
con  fed  however,  that,  though  his 
principles  were  erroneous  and  even 
bad,  never  was.a.  man  more  tem¬ 
perate  and  humane;  never  was  a 
man  more  beloved  by  his  friends, 
or  more  cordially  attached  to  them 
in  affe&ionate  eiteem. 

We  have  already  mentioned  the 
alliance  between  Phiiofophy  and 
Rhetoric.  This  cannot  be  thought 
wonderful,  if  Rhetoric  be  the  art, 


by  which  men  are  perftj.ad.ed,  and 
if  men  cannot  be  perfuaded,  with¬ 
out  a  knowledge  of  human  na 
ture:  for  what,  but  'Phiiofophy, 
can  procure  us  this  knowledge? 

It  was  for  this  reafon  the  ablefl 
Greek  philosophers  not  only  taught 
(as  we  hinted  before)  but  wrote 
alfo  treatifes  upon  Rhetoric.  They 
had  a  farther  inducement,  and 
that  was  the  intrinfie  beauty  of 
their  language,  as  it  was  then 
fpoken  among  the  learned  and 
polite.  They  would  have  been 
afhamed  to  have  delivered  Phiio¬ 
fophy,  as  it  has  been  too  often 
delivered  fmce,  in  compactions  as. 
clumfy,  as  the  common  dialed  of 
the  mere  vulgar. 

The  fame  love  of  elegance, 
which  made  them  attend  to  their 
File,  made  them  attend  even  to 
the  places,  where  their  Phiiofo¬ 
phy  was  taught. 

Plato  delivered  his  ledures  in  a 
place  (haded  .with  groves,  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  IlifTus ;  and 
which,  as  it  once  belonged  to  a 
perfon  called  Academus,  was 
called,  after  his  name,  the  Aca¬ 
demy.  Ariftotle  chofe  another 
fpot  of  a  fimilar  charafter,  where 
there  were  trees  and  (hade  ;  a  fpot 
called  the  Lycseum.  Zeno  taught 
in  a  portico  or  colonade,  diftin- 
guifhed  from  other  buildings  of 
that  fort  (of  which  the  Athenians 
had  many)  by  the  name  of  the 
Variegated  Portico,  the  walls  be¬ 
ing  decorated  wdth  various  paint¬ 
ings  of  Poiygnotus  and  Myro, 
two  capital  mailers  of  that  tran- 
fcendent  period  Epicurus  ad- 

dreffed 


*  Of  thefe  two  artifts  it  appears  that  Myro  was  paid,  and  that  Poly-mc 
Ef  N  O’  /VAv  Sener°A  had  the  teffimon5r  of  public  how 
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drefled  his  hearers  in  thofe  well 
known  gardens,  called  after  his 
own  name,  the  Gardens  of  Epi¬ 
curus. 

Some  of  thefe  places  gave  names 
to  the  doctrines,  which  were 
taught  there.  Plato’s  philofophy 
took  its  name  of  Academic  from 
the  Academy;  that  of  Zeno  was 
called  the  Stoic,  from  a  Greek 
word,  fignifying  a  portico. 

The  fyftem  indeed  of  Ariftotle 
was  not  denominated  from  the 
place,  but  was  called  Peripatetic, 
from  the  manner  in  which  he 
taught  ;  from  his  walking  about, 
at  the  time,  when  he  difterted. 
The  term.  Epicurean  Pkilofophy, 
needs  no  explanation. 

Open  air,  fhade,  water,  and 
pleafant  walks  feem  above  all 
things  to  favour  that  exercife,  the 
beft  fuited  to  contemplation,  I 
mean  gentle  walking  without  in¬ 
ducing  fatigue.  The  many  agree¬ 
able  walks  in  and  about  Oxford 
may  teach  my  own  countrymen 
the  truth  of  this  affertion,  and 
beft  explain  how  Horace  lived, 
while  a  fludect  at  Athens,  em¬ 
ployed  (as  he  tells  us) 

winter  filvas  Academi  queer  ere  verum. 

Thefe  places  cf  public  inftitu- 


tion  were  called  among  the  Greeks 
by  the  name  of  Gymnafia,  in 
which,  whatever  that  word  might 
have  originally  meant,  were 
taught  all  thofe  exercifes,  and  all 
thofe  arts,  which  tended  to  culti¬ 
vate  not  only  the  body,  but  the 
mind.  As  man  was  a  being  con¬ 
fiding  of  both,  the  Greeks  could 
not  confider  that  education  as  com¬ 
plete,  in  which  both  were  not  re¬ 
garded,  and  both  properly  form¬ 
ed.  Hence  their  Gymnafia,  with 
reference  to  this  double  end,  were 
adorned  with  two  ftatues,  thofe  of 
Mercury  and  of  Hercules,  the 
corporeal  accomplifnments  being 
patronized  (as  they  fuppoied)  by 
the  God  of  ftrength,  the  mental 
accomplifhments  by  the  God  of 
ingenuity. 

it  is  to  be  feared,  that  many 

places,  now  called  academies* 

fcarce  deferve  the  name  upon  this 

* 

extenfive  plan,  if  the  profeifors 
teach  no  more,  than  how  to 
dance,  fence,  and  ride  upon 
korfes. 

It  was  for  the  cultivation  of 
every  liberal  accomplishment  that 
Athens  was  celebrated  (as  we 
have  faid)  during  many  centuries, 
long  after  her  political  influence 
was  loft,  and  at  an  end. 


We  learn  from  hjftory  that  the  pi&ures,  which  adorned  this  portico,  were 
four  ;  two  cn  the  back  part  of  it  (open  to  the  Colonnade)  and  a  pi£ture  at 
each  end,  upon  the  right  and  left. 

We  learn  alfo  the  i'ubje&s  :  on  one  of  the  ftdes  a  picture  of  the  Athenian  and 
Lacedemonian  armies  at  Oenoe  (an  Argive  city)  facing  each  other,  and  ready 
to  engage  :  on  the  back  ground,  or  middle  part  of  the  portico,  the  battle  be¬ 
tween0  the  Athenians  under  Thefeus,  and  the  Amazons  :  next  to  that,  on  the 
fame  middle,  the  Grecian  chiefs,  after  the  taking  of  Troy,  deliberating  upon 
the  violence  offered  by  Ajax  to  Caffandra,  Ajax  himfelf  being  prefent,  together 
with  Caffandra  and  other  captive  d  rojan  women  :  laltly,  on  the  other  fine  of 
the  portico  oppoftte  to  the  firft,  the  triumphant  victoiy  at  Marathon,  tne  Lai- 
barians  pufhed  into  the  morals,  or  demolifhed,  while  they  endeavoured  to 
el'cape  to  their  (hips  ;  Miltiades  and  the  Greek  leaders  being  to  be  known  by  their 


portraits. 
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When  Alexander  the  Great 
fiied,  many  tyrants,  like  many 
Hydras,  immediately  fprung  up. 
Athens  then,  though  fee  hill 
maintained  the  form  of  her  an- 
tient  government,  was  perpetually 
checked  and  humiliated  by  their 
inioience.  Antipater  destroyed 
her  orators,  and  (he  was  facked  by 
Demetrius.  At  length  fhe  became 
fubj  &  to  the  all-powerful  Ro¬ 
mans,  and  found  the  cruel  Sy  11a 
her  fevered:  enemy. 

Hi  face  (which  perhaps  indi¬ 
cated  his  manners)  was  of  a  purple 
yed,  intermixed  with  white.  This 
circumftance  could  not  efcape  the 
witty  Athenians  :  they  defcribed 
him  in  a  verfe,  and  ridiculoufly 
laid, 

Sylla’s  face  is  a  mulberry,  fprinkled  with 
meal. 

'  The  deyaftations  and  carnage, 
which  he  caufed  foon  after,  gave 
them  too  much  reafon  to  repent 
$heir  larcafm. 

The  civil  war  between  Casfar 
and  Pompey  foon  followed,  and 
their  natural  love  of  liberty  made 
them  fide  with  Pompey.  Here 
again  they  were  unfortunate,  for 
Csefar  conquered.  But  Casfar  did 
not  treat  thetn  like  Sylla.  With 
that  clemency,  which  made  fo 
amiable  a  part  of  his  chara&er, 
he  dilmiffed  them  by  a  fine  allu- 
fion  to  tfieir  illuftrious  ancefiors, 
laying,  that  he  fpared  the  living 
for  the  fake  of  the  dead. 

Another  dorm  followed  foon  af¬ 
ter  this,  the  wars  of  Brutus  and 
Caffius  with  Auguftus  and  Antony. 
Their  partiality  for  liberty  did 
not  here  forfake  them  :  they  took 
part  in  the  conteft  with  the  two 
patriot  Romans,  and  erected  their 
Itatues  near  their  own  ancient  de- 

It  *  f  <t  *  •  »  "•  ‘  J-  J  .  -V  •*.  J 


llverers,  Harmodius  and  Amla- 
giton,  who  had  llain  Hipparchus^ 
But  they  were  ftill  unhappy,  for 
their  enemies  triumphed. 

They  made  their  peace  however 
with  Auguftus,  and  having  met 
afterwards  with  different  treat¬ 
ment  under  different  emperors, 
fometimes  favourable,  fometimes 
harfh,  and  never  more  fevere  than, 
under  Vefpafian,  their  oppreffions 
were  at  length  relieved  by  the  vir¬ 
tuous  Nerva  and  Trajan. 

Mankind  during  the  interval, 
which  began  from  Nerva,  and 
which  extended  to  the  death  of 
that  belt  of  emperors,  Marcus 
..Antoninus,  felt  a  refpite  from 
thofe  evils,  which  they  had  fo  fe- 
verely  felt  before,  and  which  they 
felt  fo  feverely  revived  under 
Commodes,  and  his  wretched  fuc- 
ceffors. 

Athens,  during  the  above  golden 
period,  enjoyed  more  than  all 
others  the  general  felicity,  for  fhe 
found  in  Adrian  fo  generous  a  be¬ 
nefactor,  that  her  citizens  could 
hardly  help  efteeming  him  a  fe¬ 
cund  founder.  He  reftored  their 
old  privileges ;  gave  them  new  5 
repaired  their  antient  buildings., 
and  added  others  of  his  ownl 
Marcus  Antoninus,  although  he 
did  not  do  fo  much,  ftill  conti¬ 
nued  to  foevy  them  his  benevolent 
attention. 

If  from  this  period  we  turn  our 
eyes  back,  we  fhall  find,  for  cen¬ 
turies  before,  that  Athens  was  thq 
place  of  education,  not  only  for 
Greeks,  but  for  Romans.  It  was 
hither,  that  Horace  was  fent  by 
his  father ;  it  was  here  that  Ci¬ 
cero  put  his  fon  Marcus  under 
Cratippus,  one  of  the  ableft  phi- 
lofophers  then  belonging  to  that 
city. 


MISCELLANEOUS  ESSAYS.  153 


The  fedls  of  philofophers,  which 
we  have  already  defcribed,  were 
Bill  exifting,  when  St.  Paul  came 
thither.  We  cannot  enough  ad¬ 
mire  the  fuperior  eloquence  of 
that  apollle,  in  his  manner  of  ad- 
drefiing  fo  intelligent  an  au¬ 
dience.  We  cannot  enough  ad¬ 
mire  the  fublimity  of  his  exor¬ 
dium  ;  the  propriety  of  his  men¬ 
tioning  an  altar,  which  he  had 
found  there  ;  and  his  quotation 
from  Aratus,  one  of  their  well- 
known  poets. 

Nor  was  Athens  only  celebrat¬ 
ed  for  the  refidence  of  philofo¬ 
phers,  and  the  inilitution  of  youth  : 
men  of  rank  and  fortune  found 
pleafure  in  a  retreat,  which  con¬ 
tributed  fo  much  to  their  liberal 
enjoyment. 

The  friend  and  correfpondent 
of  Cicero,  T,.  Pomponius,  from 
his  long  attachment  to  this  city 
and  country,  had  attained  fuch  a 
perfedtion  in  its  arts  and  language, 
that  he  acquired  to  himielf  the 
additional  name  of  Atticus.  This 
great  man  may  be  faid  to  have 
lived  during  times  of  the  word 
and  crueled  factions.  His  youth 
was  fpent  under  Sylla  and  Ma¬ 
rius  ;  the  middle  of  his  life  dur¬ 
ing  all  the  fanguinary  fcenes  that 
followed  ;  and,  when  he  Was  old, 
he  favv  the  profcriptions  of  Antony 
and  Odlavius.  Yet  though  Cicero 
and  a  multitude  more  of  the  bed 
men  perifhed,  he  had  the  good 
fortune  to  furvive  every  danger. 
Nor  did  he  feek  a  fafety  for  him- 
felf  alone  ;  his  virtue  lo  recom¬ 
mended  him  to  the  leaders  of  eve¬ 
ry  fide,  that  he  was  able  to  fave 
not  himfelf  alone,  but  the  lives 
qnd  fortunes  of  many  of  his 
friends. 

When  we  look  to  this  amiable 


charadler,  we  may  well  fuppofe,1 
that  it  was  not  merely  for  amufe- 
ment  that  he  chofe  to  live  at 
Athens  ;  but  rather  that,  by  re¬ 
dding  there,  he  might  fo  far  rea¬ 
lize  philofophy,  as  to  employ  it 
for  the  condudt  of  life,  and  not 
merely  for  oilentation. 

Another  perfon,  during  a  bet¬ 
ter  period,  (that  I  mean  between 
Nerva  and  Marcus  Antoninus)  was 
equally  celebrated  for  his  affec¬ 
tion  to  this  city.  By  this  perfon 
I  mean  Herodes  Atticus,  who  ac¬ 
quired  the  laft  name  from  the  fame 
reafons,  for  which  it  had  formerly 
been  given  to  Pomponius. 

We  have  remarked  already,  that 
viciflitudes  befal  both  men  and  ci¬ 
ties,  and  changes  too  often  hap¬ 
pen  from  profperous  to  adverfe. 
Such  was  the  ftate  of  Athens  un-* 
der  the  fucceffors  of  Alexander, 
and  fo  on  from  Sylla  down  to  the 
time  of  Auguflus.  It  (hared  the 
fame  hard  fate  with,  the  Roman 
empire  in  general  upon  the  ac- 
ceflion  of  Commodus. 

At  length,  after  a  certain  pe¬ 
riod,  the  Barbarians  of  the  north 
began  to  pour  into  the  fouth. 
Rome  was  taken  by  Alaric,  and 
Athens  was  belieged  by  the  fame. 
Yet  here  we  are  informed  (at  lea# 
we  learn  fo  from  hiitory )  that  it 
was  miraculoully  faved  by  Miner¬ 
va  and  Achilles.  The  goddefs  it 
feems  and  the  hero  both  of  them 
appeared,  compelling  the  invader 
to  raife  the  fiege. 

It  was  thus  we  are  told,  that, 
many  years  before,  Caflor  and 
Pollux  had  fought  for  the  Ro¬ 
mans  ;  and  that,  many  centaries 
afterwards,  St.  George,  at  Ico- 
nium,  difcomfited  the  Saracens 
— nay,  fo  late  as  in  the  fixteenth 
century,  a  gallant  Spaniard,  Peter 
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de  Fas,  was  feen  to  affift  his  coun¬ 
trymen,  forae  months  after  his 
deceafe,  when  they  made  an  aflault 
at  the  Hege  of  Antwerp. 

Inllead  of  giving  my  own  fenci- 
ments  upon  thefe  events,  I  chufe 
to  give  thofe  of  an  abler  man 
upon  a  fimilar  fubjedf.  After 
having  related  fome  lingular  fio- 
jies  of  equal  probability,  Lord 
Bacon  concludes  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  obfervation— - 

“  My  judgment  (fays  he)  is,  that 
they  (he  means  the  Hones)  ought 
all  to  be  defpifed,  and  ought  to 
ferve  but  for  ‘winter-talk  by  the 
fire- fide.  Though  when  I  fay 
defpifed,  X  mean  it  as  for  belief; 
for  other  wife  the  fpreading  or 
publifhing  of  them  is  in  no  fort  to 
be  defpifed,  for  they  have  done 
much  mifchief.” 

Svnefius,  who  lived  in  the  fifth 
century,  vifited  Athens,  and  gives 
in  his  epillles  an  account  of  his 
vifit.  Its  lull  re  appears  at  that 
time  to  have  been  greatly  dimi- 
mifibed .  Among  other  things  he 
informs  us,  that  the  celebrated 
Portico  or  Colonade,  the  Greek 
name  of* which  gave  name  to  the 
feet  of  Stoics,  had  by  an  oppref- 
five  precon  fu  I  been  defpoiled  of  its 
fine  pictures;  and  that,  on  this 
devaluation,  it  had  been  forfaken 
by  thofe  philofophers. 

In  the  thirteenth  century,  when 
the  Grecian  empire  was  cruelly 
pppreifed  by  the  Cruiaders,  and 
^11  things  in  confufion,  Athens 
was  befieged  by  one  Seguros  Leo, 
who  was  unable  to  take  it;  and, 
after  that,  by  a  Marquis  of  Mont - 
fer rat,  to  whom  it  furrendered. 

Its  fortune  after  this  was'  va¬ 
rious  ;  and  it  was  foinetimes  un- 

*  This  mo  ft  co  rices  and  valuable 
year  176a. 
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der  the  Venetians,  .  fometimes 
under  the  Catalonians,  till  Ma¬ 
homet  the  Great  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  Conftantinople.  This 
fatal  cataftrophe  (which  happened 
near  two  thoufand  years  after  the 
time  of  Pififtratus)  brought  A- 
thens  and  with  it  all  Greece  into 
the  hands  of  the  Turks,  under 
whofe  defpotic  yoke  it  has  conti¬ 
nued  ever  fince. 

The  city  from  this  time  has 
been  occafionally  vifited,  and  de¬ 
fer  ip  tions  of  it  publifned,  by  dif¬ 
ferent  travellers.  Wheeler  was 
there  along  with  Spon  in  the  time 
of  our  Charles  the  Second,  and 
both  of  them  have  publilhed  cu¬ 
rious  and  valuable  narratives* 
Others,  as  well  natives  of  this 
if] and,  as  foreigners,  have  been 
there  fince,  and  Lome  have  given 
(as  Monf.  Le  Roy)  fpecicus  pub¬ 
lications  of  what  we  are  to  fuppofe 
they  faw.  None  however  have 
equalled  the'  truth,  the  accuracy, 
and  elegance  of  Mr.  Stuart,  who, 
after  having  refided  there  between 
three  and  four  years,  has  given 
us  fqch  plans  and  elevations  of 
the  capital  buildings  now  iland- 
ing,  together  with  learned  com¬ 
ments  to  elucidate  every  part,  that 
he  feems,  as  far  as  was  poffible  for 
the  power  of  defeription,  to  have 
reftored  the  city  to  its  antient 
fplendor. 

He  has  not  only  given  us  the 
greater  outline?  and  their  mea- 
lures,  but  feparate  meafures  and 
drawings  of  the  minuter  decora¬ 
tions  ;  fo  that  a  Britifh  artift  may 
(if  he  pleafe)  follow  Phidias,  and 
build  in  Britain,  as  Phidias  did  as 
Athens  * . 

Spon,  fpeaking  of  Attica,  fays 
bock  was  publifned  at  London,  in  the 

that 

.} 
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that  the  road  near  Athens  was 
pleafing,  and  the  very  peafants 
polifhed.  Speaking  of  the  Athe¬ 
nians  in  general,  he  fays  of  them 
—ils  ont  une  politejfe  d’efprit  natu¬ 
re  lie,  &  beaucoup  d' addreffe  dans 
toutes  les  affaires,  qu'ils  enterpre - 
nent  * . 

Wheeler,  who  was  Spon’s  fel¬ 
low-traveller,  fays  as  follows, 
when  he  and  his  company  ap¬ 
proached  Athens  —  “  We  began 
now  to  think  ourfelves  in  a  more 
civilized  country,  than  we  had  yet 
pad  :  for  not  a  fhepherd,  that  we 
met,  but  bid  us  welcome,  and 
vvifhed  us  a  good  journey— Speak¬ 
ing  of  the  Athenians,  he  adds— 
This  mud  with  great  truth  be 
faid  of  them,  their  bad  fortune 
hath  not  been  able  to  take  from 
them,  what  they  have  by  nature, 
that  is,  much  fubtlety  or  wit. 
And  again — the  Athenians,  not- 
withdanding  the  long  poffeffion 
that  barbarifm  hath  had  of  this 
place,  feem  to  be  much  more  po¬ 
liced  in  point  of  manners  and 
converfation,  than  any  other  in 
thefe  parts  ;  being  civil,  and  of 
refpedful  behaviour  to  all,  and 
highly  complimental  in  their  dif- 
courfe  f 

Stuart  fays  of  the  prefent  Athe¬ 
nians,  what  Spon  and  Wheeler 
faid  of  their  fore-fathers  ; —  he 
found  in  them  the  fame  addrefs, 
the  fame  natural  acutenefs,  though 
feverely  curbed  by  their  defpotic 
maders. 

One  cudom  I  cannot  omit.  He 
tells  me,  that  frequently  at  their 
convivial  meetings,  one  of  the 
company  takes,  what  they  now  call, 
a  lyre,  though  it  is  rather  a  fpe- 

*  Spon,  vol.  II.  p.  76,  92,  edit.  Svo, 


cies  of  guitar,  and  after  a  diorc 
prelude  on  the  indrument,  as  if 
he  were  waiting  for  infpiration, 
accompanies  his  indrumental  mu- 
fic  with  his  voice,  fuddenly  chant¬ 
ing  fome  extempore  verfes,  which 
feldom  exceed  two  or  three  dif- 
tichs  ;  that  he  then  delivers  the 
lyre  to  his  neighbour,  who,  after 
he  has  done  the  fame,  delivers  it 
to  another  ;  and  that  fo  the  lyre 
circulates,  till  it  has  pad  round  the 
table. 

Nor  can  I  forget  his  informing 
me,  that  notvvithdanding  the  va¬ 
rious  fortune  of  Athens,  as  a  city, 
Attica  was  dill  famous  for  olives, 
and  Mount  Hymettus  for  honey. 
Human  inditutions  perifh,  but 
nature  is  permanent. 


Concerning  Natural  Beauty ;  from 
the  fame  Work. 

TlUT  let  us  pafs  for  a  moment 
STj  from  the  elegant  works  of  art 
to  the  more  elegant  works  of  na¬ 
ture.  The  two  fubjedts  are  fo  near¬ 
ly  allied,  that  the  fame  fade  ufu al¬ 
ly  relifhes  them  both. 

Now  there  is  nothing  more  cer¬ 
tain,  than  that  the  face  of  inani¬ 
mate  nature  has  been  at  all  times 
captivating.  The  vulgar,  indeed, 
look  no  farther  than  to  fcenes  of 
culture,  becaufe  all  their  views, 
merely  terminate  in  utility.  They 
only  remark,  that  ’tis  fine  barley  • 
that  Jtis  rich  clover  ;  as  an  ox  or 
an  afs,  if  they  could  fpeak,  would 
inform  us.  But  the  liberal  have 
nobler  views,  and  though  they 
give  to  culture  its  due  praife,  they 
can  be  delighted  with  natural 

% 

f  Wheeler,  p.  356.  edit.  fol. 

beauties* 
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beauties,  where  culture  was  never 
known. 

Ages  ago  they  have  celebrated 
with  enthuflatiie  rapture  <e  a  deep 
retired  vale,  with  a  river  rulhing 
through  it;  a  vale  having  its  tides 
formed  by  two  immenfe  and  ap¬ 
petite  mountains,  and  thofe  tides 
diverfltied  by  woods,  precipices, 
rocks,  and  romantic  caverns. ” 
Such  was  the  feene,  produced  by 
the  river  Peneus,  as  it  ran  between 
the  mountains  Olympus  and  Gfla, 
in  that  well  known  vale,  the  Thef- 
falian  Ternpe  *. 

Virgil  and  Horace,  the  tirli  for 
tails  among  the  Romans,  appear  to 
have  been  enamoured  with  beauties 
of  this  character.  Horace  prayed 
for  a  villa,  where  there  was  a 
garden,  a  rivulet,  and  above  thefe 
a  little  grove.  ■  ’ 

Sort  us  ubiy  el  tefto  vicinus  jig  is  aquae  fonsy 
Et  pallium  Silva?  paper  his  font. 

Sat.  VI.  2. 

Virgil  wiflied  to  enjoy  rivers,  and 
woods,  and  to  be  hid  under  im¬ 
menfe  fhade  in  the  cool  valleys  of 
Mount  Haem  us — 

1 

-~0  !  qui  rile  gelidis  in  Yallibus  I  loan  i 
Szjlaty  et.  ingeati  ramorum proUgat  umbra ? 

Georg.  II.  486. 

The  great  elements  of  this  fpe- 
eies  of  Beauty,  according  to  thefe 


principles,  were  water,  wood,  and 
uneven  ground  ;  to  which  may  be 
added  a  fourth,  that  is  to  fay, 
lawn.  ’Tis  the  happy  mixture  of 
thefe  four,  that  produces  every 
feene  of  natural  beauty,  as  5 tis  a 
more  mytierious  mixture  of  other 
elements  (perhaps  a  timple,  and 
not  more  in  number)  that  produces 
a  world  or  univerfe. 

Virgil  and  Horace  having  been 
quoted,  we  may  quote,  with  equal 
truth,  our  great  countryman.  Mil- 
ton,  Speaking  of  the  floyvers  of 
Paradife,  he  calls  them  flowers, 

- which  not  nice  art 

In  beds  and  curious  knots,  but  nature  boon 
Pours  forth  profufe  on  hill,  and  dale,  and 
plain. 

P«  Li  XV.  24^. 

Soon  after  this  he  fubjoins— 

-  this  was  the  place 

A  happy  rural  feat,  of  various  view. 

\ 

\ 

He  explains  this  variety,  by  re¬ 
counting  the  lawns,  the  flocks,  the 
hillocks,  the  valleys,  the  grotts, 
the  waterfalls,  the  lakes,  &c.  &c. 
and  in  another  book,  deferibing 
the  approach  of  Raphael,  he  in¬ 
forms  us,  that  this  divine  meflenger 
pail 

- Thro’  groves  of  myrrh, 

And  flow’ring  odors,  cafiia,  nard  and 
balm,  * 

A.  r wildernefs  of  fweets  ;  for  nature  here 
Wanton’d  as  in  her  prime,and  play’d  attuilb 


*  Eft  ntmus  Hamonia,  prarupta  quod  undique  claudit 
SjAva  :  < -vacant  Tempe.  Per  qua;  Peneus  ab  mo 
Effufus  Pindo  fpumofis  vclvitur  undisy 
Dejedtuqus  gravi,  Sec. 


Ovid.  Metam.  Lib.  I.  568. 

A  fuller  and  more  ample  account  of  this  beautiful  fpot  may  be  found  in  the  firfl 
ciiaptei  of  the  third  nook  ot  AEhan’s  Various  Hi  (lory. 


Her 
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Her  virgin  fancys,  pouring  forth  more 
fweet, 

Wild  above  rule  or  art,  enormous  bid,. — 

P.  L.  IV.  292. 

The  painters  in  the  preceding 
century  Teem  to  have  felt  the 
power  of  tnefe  elements,  and  to 
have  transferred  them  into  their 
landfcapes  with  fuch  amazing 
force,  that  they  appear  not  fo  much 
to  have  followed,  as  to  have  emu¬ 
lated  nature.  Claude  de  Lorraine, 
the  Pouffms,  Salvator  Rofa,  and 
a  few  more,  may  be  called  fu- 
perior  artifts  in  this  exquifue 
tafte. 

Our  gardens  in  the  mean  time 
were  taftelefs  and  infipid.  1  hole, 
who  made  them,  thought  the  far¬ 
ther  they  wandered  from  nature, 
the  nearer  they  approached  the 
fublime.  Unfortunately,  where 
they  travelled,  no  fublime  was  to 
be  found  ;  and  the  farther  they 
went,  the  farther  they  left  it  be¬ 
hind. 

But  perfection,  alas!  was  not 
the  work  of  a  day.  Many  preju¬ 
dices  were  to  be  removed  ;  many 
gradual  afcents  to  be  made  ;  afcents 
from  bad  to  good,  and  from  good 
to  better,  before  the  delicious 
Amenites  of  a  Claude  or  a  Pouflin 
could  be  rivalled  in  a  Stour-head, 
a  Hagley,  or  a  Stow  ;  or  the  tre¬ 
mendous  charms  of  a  Salvator  Rofa 
be  equalled  in  the  fcenes  of  a 
Peircefield,  or  a  Mount  Edge- 
cumb. 

Not  however  to  forget  the  fub- 
jeCl  of  our  inquiry. — Though  it 
was  not  before  the  prefent  cen¬ 
tury,  that  we  eftablifhed  a  chaffer 
tafte ;  though  our  neighbours  at 
this  inftant  are  but  learning  it 
from  us ;  and  though  to  the  vul¬ 
gar  every  where  it  is  totally  in- 


comprehenhble  (be  they  vulgar  ia 
rank,  or  vulgar  in  capacity)  :  yet, 
even  in  the  darkeft  periods  we  have 
been  treating,  periods,  when  take 
is  often  thought  to  have  been  loft, 
we  (hall  Hill  difeover  an  enlight¬ 
ened  few,  who  were  by  no  means 
infenfible  to  the  power  of  thefe 
beauties. 

How  warmly  does  Leland  de- 
feribe  Guy’s  Cliff;  Sannazarius, 
his  Villa  of  Mergilline;  and  Pe¬ 
trarch,  his  favourite  Vauclufe? 

Take  Guy’s  Cliff  from  Leland 
in  his  own  old  Englifh,  mixt  with. 
Latin — “  It  is  a  place  meet  for 
the  mufes ;  there  is  fylence  ;  a 
praty  wood  ;  antra  in  vivo  faxo  ; 
(Grottos  in  the  living  rock)  the 
river  roling  over  the  hones  with  a 
praty  noyfe.”  His  Latin  is  more 
elegant — Nemufculujn  ibidem  opa- 
cu?n,  fontes  lieuidi  et  gemmei ,  prat  a 
Jiorida ,  antra  mufeofa,  rivi  l e-vis  et 
per  fax  a  decurfus ,  nec  non  folitudo 
et  quies  Muffs  amicijffma . 

Mergilline,  the  villa  of  San¬ 
nazarius  near  Naples,  is  thus 
fketched  in  different  parts  of  nis 
poems. 

Fxcuo  in  fcopulo,  fiuflus  unde  aurea  canos 
Defpiciens,  celfo  fe  culminp  Mergilline 
Attolliti  nauti  fque  procul  venientibus  offer t. 

Sannaz.  De  partu  Virgin- 1.  2£« 

*  I! upis  0!  facra-,  pelagique  cuffs. 

Villa ,  Nympho.)  tuffs  et  propinquat 

Doridos — - 

T u  mi  hi  folos  nemorvm  receffus 
Dos,  et  hcerentes  per  cpaca  lauros 
Saxo:  Tu,  fontes,  Aganippeduntque 
Antra  recludis. 

Ejufd.  Epigr.  I.  2. 

u.  1 1  —queeque  in  pritnis  mihi  grata  rmmflrte 
Otia ,  Mufarumque  cavas  per  foxa  latebras 
Margill ina  ;  novos  fundunt  uli  citria  /lores, 
CUria ,  \Medorum  facros  referenda  iucos. 

Ejufd.  De  partu  Virgin.  HI.  fub.  fin. 

De 
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De  Fonte  Mergil-lino. 

-JLJl  mlh't  vivo  vitreus  perenni 
Fans,  arenofum  prope  littus ,  unde 
Sctpe  defeendens  Jibi  nauta  rores 
Haurit  arnicas j  & c. 

Ejufd.  Epigr.  IT.  36. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  tranflate 
fhefe  elegant  morfels— ’Tis  fuffi- 
cient  to  exprefs  what  they  mean, 
tolle&lvely— that  the  villa  of 
Mergillina  had  folitary  woods ; 
had  groves  of  laurel  and  citron  ; 
had  grottos  in  the  rock,  with  rivu¬ 
lets  and  fprings :  and  that  from  its 
lofty  fituation  it  looked  down  upon 
the  fea,  and  commanded  an  exten¬ 
sive  proSped*’* 

JTis  no  wonder  that  fuch  a  villa 
Ihould  enamour  fuch  an  owner.  So 
ftrong  was  his  affedion  for  it,  that, 
when  during  the  fub Sequent  wars 
in  Italy,  it  was  demolifhed  by  the 
imperial  troops,  this  unfortunate 
event  was  fuppofed  to  havehaften- 
ed  his  end  *. 

Vauclufe  (Vallis  Claufa)  the 
favourite  retreat  of  Petrarch,  was 
a  romantic  feene,  not  far  from 
Avignon. 

“  It  is  a  valley,  having  on 
each  hand,  as  you  enter,  ini- 
men  fe  cliffs,  but  clofed  up  at  one 
of  its  ends  by  a  femi-cireular 
ridge  of  them  ;  from  which  inci¬ 
dent  it  derives  its  names.  One  of 
the  mod:  ilupendous  of  thefe  cliffs 
Hands  in  the  front  of  the  femi» 
circle,  and  has  at  its  foot  an  open¬ 
ing  into  an  immenfe  cavern. 
Within  the  mod  retired  and  gloomy 
part  of  this  cavern  is  a  large  oval 
bafon,  the  produdion  of  nature, 
filled  with  pellucid  and  unfathom¬ 
able  water  $  and  from  this  refer- 
voir  i  flues  a  river  of  refpedable 


magnitude,  dividing,  as  it  runs* 
the  meadows  beneath,  and  winding 
through  the  precipices,  that  im¬ 
pend  from  above. ” 

This  is  an  imperfed  ffietch  of 
that  fpot,  where  Petrarch  fpent 
his  time  with  fo  much  delight,  as 
to  fay  that  this  alone  was  life  to 
him,  the  reft  but  a  ftate  of  punifh- 
ment. 

In  the  two  preceding  narratives 
I  feem  to  fee  an  anticipation  of 
that  tafte  for  natural  beauty,  which 
now  appears  to  flourifh  through 
Great  Britain  in  fuch  perfedion. 
It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the 
owner  of  Margiilina  would  have 
been  charmed  with  Mount  Edge- 
cumh ;  and  the  owner  of  Vauclufe 
have  been  delighted  with  Pierce- 
field. 

When  we  read  in  Xenophon* 
that  the  younger  Cyrus  had  with 
his  own  hand  planted  trees  for 
beauty,  we  are  not  furprifed,  tho’ 
pleafed  with  the  ftory,  as  the  age 
was  polilhed,,  and  Cyrus  an  ac- 
compiifhed  prince.  But,  when 
we  read  that  in  the  beginning  of 
the  14th  century,  a  king  of  France 
(Philip  le  Bell)  ihould  make  it 
penal  to  cut  down  a  tree,  qui  a  eft e 
garde  pour  fa  beaultet  which  had 
been  preferved  for  its  beauty  ; 
though  we  praife  the  law,  we 
cannot  help  being  furprifed,  that 
the  prince  ihould  at  fuch  a  pe¬ 
riod  have  been  fo  far  enlight¬ 
ened. 


Some  Account  of  Literature  in  Ruffia, 
and  of  its  Progrefs  towards  being 


#  So  we  learn  from  Paplus  Jovius,  the  writer  of  his  life,  publiffied  with  his 
poems  by  Grsevkis,  in  a  fmall  edition  of  fome  of  the  Italian  poets*  at  Amfterdam, 

in  the  year  1695. 


ci<vi- 
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civilized ;  from  the  Appendix  to 
the  fame. 

THE  vaft  empire  of  Ruffia, 
extending  far  to  the  north, 
both  in  Europe  and  Afia,  ’tis  no 
wonder  that,  in  fuch  a  country, 
its  inhabitants  fhould  have  re¬ 
mained  fo  long  uncivilized.  For 
culture  of  the  finer  arts  it  is  ne- 
ceffary  there  fhould  be  comfortable 
leifure.  But  how  could  fuch  lei- 
fure  be  found  in  a  country,  where 
every  one  had  enough  to  do  to 
fupport  his  family,  and  to  refill 
the  rigour  of  an  uncomfortable 
climate?  Befides  this,  to  make  the 
finer  arts  flourifh,  there  mull  be 
imagination  ;  and  imagination 
mult  be  enlivened  by  the  contem¬ 
plation  of  plead ng  objects  ;  and 
that  contemplation  mult  be  per¬ 
formed  in  a  manner  eafy  to  the 
contemplator.  Now,  who  can 
contemplate  with  eafe,  where  the 
thermometer  is  often  many  degrees 
below  the  freezing  point?  Or 
what  object  can  he  find  worth 
contemplating  for  thpfe  many  long 
months,  when  all  the  water  is 
ice,  and  all  the  land  covered  with 
fnow  ? 

If  then  the  difficulties  were  fo 
great,  how  great  mult  have  been 
the  praife  of  thofe  princes  and  le- 
giflators,  who  dared  attempt  to  po- 
lifh  mankind  in  fo  unpromifing  a 
region,  and  who  have  been  able,  by 
their  perfeverance,  in  foine  degree 
to  accomplish  it  ? 

Thofe,  who  on  this  occafion  be¬ 
llow  the  higheit  praifes  upon  Peter 
the  Great,  praife  him,  without 
doubt,  as  he  juftly  deferves.  But 
if  they  would  refer  the  beginning 
of  this  work  to  him,  and  much  more 
its  completion,  they  are  certainly 
under  a  miflake. 

As  long  ago  as  the  time  of  Ed¬ 


ward  the  Sixth,  Ivan  Bafilowits 
adopted  principles  of  commerce., 
and  granted  peculiar  privileges  to 
the  Englifh,  on  their  difcovcxy  of 
a  navigation  to  Archangel. 

A  fad  fcene  of  fanguinary  con- 
fufion  followed  from  this  period  to 
the  year  1612,  when  a  deliverer 
arofe.  Prince  Pajanky.  He,  by 
unparalleled  fortitude,  having  rout¬ 
ed  all  the  tyrants  and  impoftors 
of  the  time,  was  by  the  Bojars  or 
Magnates  unanimoufiy  elected 
Czar.  But  this'honour  he,  with  a 
m oft  difinterefied  magnanimity  de¬ 
clined  for  himfelf,  and  pointed  out 
to  them  Michael  Fmdorowits,  of 
the  houfe  of  Romanoff,  and  by  his 
mother’s  fide  defeended  from  the 
antient  Czars. 

From  this  period  we  may  date 
the  firft  appearances  of  a  real  civi¬ 
lizing,  and  a  developement  of  the 
wealth  and  power  of  the  Ruffian 
empire.  Michael  reigned  thirty- 
three  years.  Bv  his  wifdom,  and 
the  mildnefis  of  his  character,  he 
reftored  eafe  and  tranquillity  to  fub- 
jefls,  who  had  been  long  deprived 
of  thofe  inellimable  bleffings — he 
encouraged  them  to  induflry,  and 
gave  them  an  example  of  the  moft 
laudable  behaviour. 

His  fon  Alexius  Michaelowitz 
was  fuperior  to  his  father  in  the 
art  of  governing  and  found  politics. 
He  promoted -agriculture ;  intro¬ 
duced  into  his  empire  arts*  and 
fciences,  of  which  he  was  himfelf  a 
lover  ;  publi filed,  a  code  of  laws. 
Hill  ufed  in  the  adminiflration  of 
juftice  ;  and  greatly  improved  his 
army,  by  mending  its  difcipline. 
This  he  effected  chiefly  by  the  help 
of  ftrangers,  moll  of  whom  were 
Scotch.  Leffey,  Gordon,  and  Ker, 
are  the  names  of  families  Hill  ex¬ 
iting  in  this  country. 

Theodore  of  F ardor  fucceeded  his 

father 
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father  in  16 77.  He  was  of  a  gen¬ 
tle  difpofition,  and  weak  confti- 
tution  ;  fond  of  pomp  and  magni¬ 
ficence,  and  in  fatisfying  this 
pafiion  contributed  to  poliOi  his 
fubjedts  by  the  introduction  of  fo¬ 
reign  manufactures,  and  articles 
of  elegance,  which  they  boon  be-  / 
gan  to  adopt  and  imitate.  His 
delight  was  in  horles,  and  he  did 
his  country  a  real  fervice  in  the 
beginning  and  eftablifhing  of  thcfe 
fine  breeds  of  them  in  the  Ukraine, 
and  elfewhere.  He  reigned  feven 
years,  and  having  on  his  death-bed 
called  his  Bojars  round  him,  in  the 
prefence  of  his  brother  and  filter  Ivan 
and  Sophia,  and  of  his  half-bro¬ 
ther  Peter,  faid  to  them  ;  Hear 
my  Jail  fentimenis ;  they  are  dic¬ 
tated  by  my  love  for  the  Hate, 
and  by  my  affeCtion  for  my  peo¬ 
ple— the  bodily  infirmities  of  Ivan 
necefiarily  mull  afreCt  his  mental 
faculties-— he  is  incapable  of  rul 
Ing  a  dominion  like  that  of  Ruflia 
—he  cannot  take  it  amifs,  if  I  re¬ 
commend  to  you  to  fet  him  afide, 
and  to  let  your  approbation  fall  on 
Peter,  who  to  a  robult  con  Hi  tit - 
tion  joins  great  flrength  of  mind, 
and  marks  of  a  fuperior  under- 
ilanding.” 

Theodore  dying  in  1682,  Peter 
became  emperor,  and  his  brother 
Ivan  remained  contented.  But 
Sophia,  Ivan’s,  filter,  a  woman 
of  great  ambition,  could  not  bring 
herielf  to  fubmit. 

The  troubles  which  enfaed  ;  the 
imminent  dangers  which  Pe¬ 
ter  efcaped  ;  his  abolition  of  that 
turbulent  and  feditious  foldiery, 
called  the  Strelitz  ;  the  confine¬ 
ment  of  his  half-filter  Sophia  to  a 
monaltery  ;  all  thefe  were  import¬ 
ant  events,  which  left  Peter  in 
the  year  1689  with  no  other  com- 


G1STER,  1781. 

petitor,  than  the  mild  and  ezfy 
Ivan  ;  who,  dying  not  many  years 
after,  lefc  him  foie  monarch  of 
all  the  Ruffias. 

The  aCts  at  home  and  abroad, 
in  peace  and  in  war,  of  this  ftu- 
pendous  and  elevated  genius,  are 
too  well  known  to  be  repeated  by 
me.  Peter  adorned  his  country 
with  arts,  and  raifed  its  glory  by 
arms  ;  he  created  a  refpeCtable  ma¬ 
rine  ;  founded  St.  Peterfburgh,  a 
new  capital,  and  that  from  the  very 
ground  ;  rendering  it  withal  one 
of  the  firit  cities  in  Europe  for 
beauty  and  elegance. 

To  encourage  letters  he  formed 
academies,  and  invited  foreign  pro- 
fefibrs  not  only  to  Peterfburgh  (his 
new  city)  but  to  his  antient  capital 
Mofcow ;  at  both  which  places  thefe 
profefifors  were  maintained  with 
liberal  penlions* 

As  a  few  fpecimens  of  literature 
from  both  thefe  cities  have  recent¬ 
ly  come  to  my  hand,  I  fhall  en¬ 
deavour  to  enumerate  them,  as  I 
think  it  relative  to  my  fubjedl. 

1.  Plutarchus 'STspi  A vo-umetg,  xcct 
vcre^l  T vyY& — Gr.  Lat.  cum  ani?nad - 
‘verjionibus  Reijkii  et  alior. — -fit as 
adjecit  GhriJUanus  Fridericus  Mat- 
th(si.  Fypis  Unbverjitatis  Mojquen- 
Jis ,  an.  1 777,  8vo. 

2.  Plutarchi  libellus  de  SuperJU- 
tione,  et  Demojlhenis  Gratia  fune - 
bris,  Gr.  Lat.  cum  not  is  integris 
Reijkii  et  alior. — fuas  adjecit  Chrijl. 
Frider.  Matthrci — clypis  Cdifarerg 
Mrjquenjis  Vnvverjitatis ,  an.  1778, 
8vo. 

3.  Lediiones  Mojquenfe'i,  in  two 
volumes,  8vo.  bound  together, 
and  printed  at  Leiplic,  an.  1779 
* — they  contain  various  readings  in 
difFeient  authors,  and  fome  entire 
pieces,  all  in  Greek,  collected 
from  the  libraries  of  Mofcow,  and 
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publilhed  by  the  fame  learned  edi- 
tor. 

4.  Ifocratisy  Demetrii  Cyd.  et 
MicbaelGlyccs  aliquot  Epijlola?  nec  non 
Dion.  Chryfojlomi  Oratio — Grace. 
Typis  Univerjitatis  Cafarea:  Mtf- 
quenfts — Svo.— By  the  fame  learn¬ 
ed  editor. 

5.  GloJJaria  Gresca  minora ,  et 
alia  Anecdota  Gresca — a  work,  con- 
filling  of  two  parts,  contained 
under  one  volume,  in  a  thin  cjuar- 
to,  by  the  fame  able  profelTor, 
printed  at  Mofcow  by  the  Univer- 
iity  Types,  in  the  years  1774  and 
17 7-.  A  catalogue  of  the  feveral 
pieces  in  both  parts  is  fiibjoined 
to  the  end  of  the  fecond  part. — 
Among  the  pieces  in  the  fird  part 
are,  Excerpta  ex  Gratnmatica  Niceph. 
Gregorys  ;  ex  GloJJario  Cyrilli  Ahx- 
andrini ;  GloJ/arium  in  Epijlolas  Pau¬ 
li  ;  Nomina  MenJjum  ; — thofe  of  the 
2d  part  are  chiefly  theological. 

6.  Notitia  Codicum  Manufcripto- 
rum  Greecorum  Bibliothecarum  Nlof- 
quenfium ,  cum  van  is  Anecdo-tis,  l  a- 
bulis  AEnris,  Indicibus  locupletijjtmis 
— edidit  Chriji .  Fridericns  Matthai 
—  Mofqua,  Typis  Umverfitaiis , 
an.  177  6. 

This  publication,  on  a  large 
folio  paper,  is  as  yet  incomplete, 
only  fixty  pages  being  printed  off. 
It  ends,  Partis  prima  Sedlionis  pri¬ 
nts  Finis. 

7.  An  ode  to  the  prefent  em- 
prefs,  Catharine,  in  antient  Greek 
and  Ruffian. 

8.  An  ode  on  the  birth-day  of 
Condantine,  fecond  fon  to  the 
Grand  Duke,  in  antient  Greek 
and  Ruffian  —  printed  at  Pcterl- 
burgh,  and  as  we  learn  from  the 
title,  iv  nt)  *AvloKgotTO(>iy.Yi  Av.'x- 

t<A  in  the  Im¬ 

perial  Academy  of  Sciences, 

9.  An  ode  to  Prince  Potemkia, 

Vol.  XXIV. 


antient  Greek  and  Ruffian,  and 
printed  (as  before)  an.  1780. 

10.  An  ode,  confiding  of  Stro¬ 
phe,  Antidrophe,  and  Epode, 
antient  Greek  and  Rmflian,  made 
in  1779,  in  honour  of  the  Emprefs, 
the  Great  Duke  and  Duchels,  and 
Alexander  and  Condantine,  their 
two  Ions,  grandfons  to  the  em¬ 
prefs. 

This  ode  was  fung  in  the  origi¬ 
nal  Greek  by  a  large  number  of 
voices,  before  a  numerous  and' 
fplendid  court,  in  one  of  the  im¬ 
perial  palaces. 

As  1  have  a  copy  of  this  mufic., 

I  cannot  omit  obferving,  that  it  is 
a  genuine  exemplar  of  the  antient 
Antiphona,  fo  well  known  to  the 
church  in  very  remote  ages.  On 
this  plan  two  complete  choirs 
(each  confiding  of  trebles,  coun¬ 
ters,  tenors,  and  bafes)  fmgagaind 
each  other,  and  reciprocally  an- 
fwer ;  then  unite  all  of  them  ; 
then  feparate  again,  returning  to 
the  alternate  refponfe,  till  the 
whole  at  length  concludes  in  one 
general  chorus.  The  .mufic  of 

this  ode  may  be  called  purely  vo¬ 
cal,  having  no  other  accompany.-, 
ment  but  that  of  an  organ. 

The  compofer  was  no  lefs  a 
man  than  the  celebrated  Paefieilo, 
fo  well  known  at  prefent,  and  lo 
much  admired,  both  in  Italy  and. 
el  few  here,  for  niulic  of  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  character,  I  mean  his  truly 
natural,  and  pleafing  burlettas. 

Thofe  who  are  curious  to  know 
more  of  this  fpecies  of  mufic,  may 
confult  the  valuable  gloifary  of 
Spelman,  under  the  word  Ami- 
phona,  and  the  ingenious  mulical 
dictionary  of  Rouffeau,  under  the 
word  Anlienne. 

11.  A  Ihort  copv  of  Greek  ele¬ 
giac  verfes,  printed  at  Peterf- 

M  burgh. 
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burgh,  in  the  year  1780,  and  ad- 
dreft  to  Prince  Potemkin,  with 
this  fingular  title, 

’En'ty^ctpixa,  tiri  t  Sjc  >nja.[x(paeq 
a)  Xfitfpoorvva  rOPrEIO<DOPl'Ar, 
Trj;  xoivTEgoiq  MAXK.APAA02  xa- 
?\t}{A,en)qf  Yiv  x.  T •  A. 

Thus  Englifhed— A  Poem,  on 
the  fplendid  and  delightful  Fefti- 
vity,  where  they  wear  Gorgonian 
Vifors ;  more  commonly  called  a 
Mafquerade ;  which  Prince  Po¬ 
temkin  celebrated,  fife.  &'c. 

A  better  word  to  denote  a  maf¬ 
querade  could  hardly  have  been 
invented,  than  the  word  here  em¬ 
ployed,  Topyewfopa.  In  attempt¬ 
ing  to  translate  it,  that  I  might  ex- 
prefs  one  word,  I  have  been  com¬ 
pelled  to  ufe  many. 

12.  A  tranllation  of  Virgil’s 
Georgies  from  the  Latin  Hexa¬ 
meters  into  Greek  Hexameters, 
by  the  celebrated  Eugenius,  fa¬ 
mous  for  his  treatife  of  logic,  pub- 
liftied  a  few  years  fince  in  antient 
Greek  at  Leipfic.  He  was  made 
an  archbifhop,  but  chofe  to  refign 
his  dignity.  He  is  now  carrying 
©n  this  tranllation  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  Prince  Potemkin,  but 
has  as  yet  gone  no  farther,  than 
to  the  end  of  the  frit  Georgic. 

The  work  is  printed  on  a  large 
folio  paper,  having  the  original 
on  one  ilde,  and  the  tranllation 
on  the  other.  Copious  notes  in 
Greek  are  at  the  bottom  of  the  fe- 
veral  pages. 

Take  a  Ihort  fpecimen  of  the 
performance. 

Continuo ,  nj  intis  furgentibus ,  out  freta  ponti 
Incipiunt  agitata  tumefare,  et  aridus  altis 
Monti  bus  audiri  fragor  ;  aut  refonantia 
longe 

Littora  mifeeri.  et  nemorum  incrcbrefcere  tnur- 
j mr , 

Geor- 1.  356. 
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'Aurlxo.,  eygcfxev&v  dvtfXMVf  ^BtipO/xeig  ifl? 
'movlu 

’AXf  rs  trcthevofxevn  ctW’£»,  xj  xoguspat 
*0 ugtoq.  axgat  rpayy  0oa cr;y*  arag  (A&= 
5tgo0EV  yt 

*A dial  r  etvaXioi  pa,  @gS[/rOvlait  x'  a lytct- 
Xoi  re'  , 

Z/xsgS 'aXeov  wvotnat  fXVKueT  aTa  xj  aX> 3. 

Of  thefe  various  printed  works, 
the  firft  fix  were  fent  me  by  the 
learned  fchoiar  above  mentioned, 
Chriftianus  Fridericus  Matthaei, 
from  Mofcow ;  the  laft  fix  I  had 
the  honour  to  receive  from  Prince 
Potemkin  at  Peterfburgh. 

Befides  the  printed  books,  the 
learned  profefibr  at  Mofcow  fent 
me  a  curious  Latin  narrative  in 
manufeript. 

In  it  he  gives  an  account  of  a  fine 
manufeript  of  Strabo,  belonging 
to  the  Ecclefiaftical  Library  at 
Mofcow. —  He  informs  me,  this 
MS.  is  in  folio;  contains  427 
leaves :  is  beautifully  written  by 
one,  whom  he  calls  a  learned  and 
diligent  feribe,  at  the  end  of  the 
fifteenth  or  beginning  of  the  fix* 
teenth  century  ;  and  came,  as  ap¬ 
pears  by  a  memorandum  in  the 
manufeript,  from  the  celebrated 
Greek  mona.ftery  at  Mount  Athos. 

He  adds  (which  is  worth  at¬ 
tention)  that  almoft  all  the  Greek 
manuscripts,  which  are  now  pre- 
ferved  at  Mofcow,  were  originally 
brought  thither  from  this  mona- 
llery ;  and  that,  in  the  laft  cen® 
tury,  by  order  of  the  Emperor 
Alexius  Michaelowitz,  and  the 
Patriarch  Nico,  by  means  of  the 
Monk  Arfenius.  So  early  in  this 
country  did  a  gleam  of  literature 
fhew  itfelf. 

He  ftrongly  denies  the  fadl,  that 
there  is  any  other  MS.  of  Strabo 
befides  this  either  at  Mofcow,  or 
at  Peterfburgh. 

Of  the  prefent  MS.  he  has  been 

fa 
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To  kind  as  to  fend  me  collations, 
taken  from  the  firft  and  fecond 
book. 

After  this  he  mentions  the  un- 
publilhed  hymn  of  Homer  upon 
Ceres,  and  the  fragment  of  another 
by  the  fame  poet  upon  Bacchus ; 
both  of  which,  fince  I  heard  from 
him,  have  been  publilhed  by  Run- 
kenius  at  Leyden,  to  whom  my  cor- 
refpondent  had  fent  them  from  the 
Mofcowan  Library. 

He  has  been  generous  enough  to 
fend  me  copies  of  all  the  books  he 
has  publilhed,  for  which  valuable 
donation  I  take  this  public  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  making  my  grateful  ac¬ 
knowledgments. 

With  regard  to  all  the  publica¬ 
tions  here  mentioned,  it  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  thofe  from  Peter- 
fburgh  are  faid  to  be  printed  in 
the  Imperial  Academy  of  Sciences  ; 
thofe  from  Mofcow,  by  the  Types 
of  the  Imperial  Univerfity;  each 
place  by  its  ftile  indicating  its  efta- 
blifhment. 

In  juftice  to  my  fon,  his  majefty’s 
minifter  to  the  Court  of  Ruffia,  it 
is  incumbent  upon  me  to  fay,  that 
all  this  information,  and  all  thefe 
literary  treafures  have  been  pro¬ 
cured  for  me  by  his  help,  and 
through  his  intereft. 

I  mull  not  conclude  without  ob- 
ferving  (though  perhaps  it  may  be 
a  repetition)  that  the  efforts  to  ci¬ 
vilize  this  country  did  not  begin 
from  Peter  the  Great,  but  were 
much  older.  A  fmall  glimmering, 
like  the  firft  day- break,  was  feen 
under  Czar  Iwan,  in  the  middle  of 
the  fixteenth  century. 

This  dawn  of  civilizing  became 
more  confpicuous  a  century  after¬ 
wards,  under  Czar  Alexius  Mi- 
chaelowitz;  of  whom,  as  well  as 
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of  his  fon  Theodore  or  Ftedor  we 
have  fpoken  already. 

But  under  the  Great  Peter  it 
burlt  forth,  with  all  the  fplendor 
of  a  riling  fun,  and  (if  I  may  be 
permitted  to  continue  my  metaphor) 
has  continued  ever  fince  to  aicend 
towards  its  meridian. 

More  than  fifty  years  have  paft 
fince  the  death  of  Peter;  during 
which  period,  with  very  little  ex¬ 
ception,  this  vaft  empire  has  been 
governed  by  female  fovereigns 
only.  All  of  them  have  purfued 
more  or  lefs  the  plan  of  their  great 
predeceffor,  and  none  of  them  more, 
than  the  illuftrious  princefs  who 
now  reigns. 

And  fo  much  for  literature  in 
Ruffia,  and  for  its  progrefs  towards 
being  civilized. 


On  the  Advantages  of  a  Nafte  for 
the  general  Beauties  of  Nature. 
By  Dr,  Percival,  of  Manchefter. 

Me  vero  primum  dulces  ante  omnia  mufae 
Accipiant ! - — 

— Rura  mi  hi,  et  rigui  placeant  in  vallibus 
amnes ; 

Flumina  amem,  fylvafque  inglorius. 

Virg.  Georg.  L.  II.  Lin.  475* 

THAT  fenfibility  to  beauty* 
which,  when  cultivated  and 
improved,  we  term  tafte,  is  uni- 
verfally  diffufed  through  the  hu¬ 
man  fpecies :  and  it  is  moft  uni¬ 
form  with  refpefl  to  thofe  obje^ls, 
which,  being  out  of  our  power, 
are  not  liable  to  variation,  from 
accident,  caprice,  or  falhion.  The 
verdant  lawn,  the  fhady  grove, 
the  variegated  landfcape,  the 
boundlefs  ocean,  and  the  ftarry 
firmament,  are  contemplated  with 
pleafure  by  every  attentive  be- 
M  2  holder. 
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holder.  But  the  emotions  of  dif¬ 
ferent  fnedbitOFs,  though  fimilar 
in  kind,  differ  widely  in  degree: 
and  to  reliih,  with  full  delight, 
the  enchanting  fcenes  of  nature, 
the  mind  msft  be  uncorrepted  by 
avarice,  fenfuality,  or  ambition  ; 
quick  in  her  fenfibilities ;  elevated 
in  her  fentiments ;  and  devout  in 
her  affections.  He,  who  poffeffes 
fuch  exalted  powers  of  perception 
and  enjoyment,  may  aim  ok  fay, 
with  the  poet, 

n  I  care  not,  Fortune !  what  you  me 
“  deny ; 

You  cannot  rob  me  of  free  Nature's 
u  grace; 

“  You  cannot  fhut  the  windows  of  the 

u  iky, 

a  Thro’  which  Aurora  fhew7s  her  bright- 
i(  ening  fare ; 

H  You  cannot  bar  my  conftant  feet  to 
u  trace 

a  The  woods  and  lawns,  by  living  Bream, 
“  at  eve  : 

“  Let  health  my  nerves  and  finer  fibres 
“  brace, 

(i  And  I  their  toys  to  the  great  children 
“  leave  : 

u  Of  fancy,  real  on,  virtue,  nought  can 
a  me  bereave 

Perhaps  fuch  ardent  enthufiafm 
may  not.  be  compatible  with  the 
neceffary  toils,  and  a<ftive  offices, 
which  Providence  has  affigned  to 
the  generality  of  men.  But  there 
are  none,  to  whom  feme  portion 
of  it  may  not  prove  advantageous  ; 
and  if  it  were  cberifhed,  by  each 
individual,  in  that  degree,  which 
is  confident  with  the  indifpenfable 
duties  of  his  ftation,  the  felicity 
of  human  life  would  be  confider- 
ably  augmented.  Prom  this  fource, 
the  refined  and  vivid  pleafures  of 
the  imagination  are  almoft  entirely 
derived :  and  the  elegant  arts  owe 

*  Thojnfon’s  Caftle  of  Indolence. 


their  choice#  beauties  to  a  tafte 
for  the  contemplation  of  nature. 
Painting  and  fculpture  are  exprefs 
imitations  of  vifible  objedls:  and 
where  would  be  the  charms  of 
poetry,  if  divefted  of  the  imagery 
and  embellishments,  which  (he 
borrows  from  rural  fcenes  ?  Paint¬ 
ers,  ftatuaries,  and  poets,  there¬ 
fore,  are  always  ambitious  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  themfelves  the  pupils 
of  nature  ;  and  as  their  fkili  in- 
creafes,  they  grow  more  and  more 
delighted  with  every  view  of  the 
animal  and  vegetable  world.  But 
the  pleafure  refulting  from  ad¬ 
miration  is  tranfient;  and  to  cul¬ 
tivate  tafte,  without  regard  to  its 
influence  on  the  paffions  and  af¬ 
fections,  “  is  to  rear  a  tree  for  its 
blofibms,  which  is  capable  of 
yielding  the  richeft,  and  moll  va¬ 
luable  fruit  f.”  Phyftcal  and 
moral  beauty  bear  fo  intimate  a 
relation  to  each  other,  that  they 
may  beconfidered  as  different  gra¬ 
dations  in  the  fcale  of  excellence  ; 
and  the  knowledge  and  relifh  of  the 
former,  fhould  be  deemed  only  a 
ftep  to  the  nobler  and  more  perma¬ 
nent  enjoyments  of  the  latter. 

Whoever  has  vifited  the  Lea- 
fowes,  in  Warwickshire,  mull  have 
felt  the  force  and  propriety  of  an 
inscription,  which  meets  the  eye,  at 
the  entrance  into  thofe  delightful 
grounds. 

((  Would  you  then  tafte  the  tranquil 
“  feene  ? 

<(  Be  fure  your  bofoms  be  ferene  ; 
u  De'-oid  of  hate,  devoid  of  ft  rife, 

“  Devoid  of  all  that  poifons  life  : 
u  And  much  it  ’vails  you,  in  their  place 
ii  To  graft  the  love  of  human  race 

Now  fuch  fcenes  contribute 
powerfully  to  infpire  that  fereni- 

X  14. 

ty. 
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ty9  which  is  neceffary  to  enjoy, 
and  to  heighten  their  beauties. 
By  a  fecret  contagion,  the  foul 
catches  the  harmony,  which  fhe 
contemplates;  and  the  frame  with¬ 
in,  afljmilates  itfelf  to  that  which 
is  without.  For, 

fi  Who  can  forbear  to  fmile  with  Nature  ? 

“  Can  the  ftormy  paffions  in  the  bofom 
“  roll, 

e<  While  every  gale  is  peace,  and  every 
“  grove 

(e  Is  melody  *  ?” 

In  this  (late  cf  fweet  compofure, 
we  become  fufceptible  of  virtuous 
impreffions,  from  almoft  every  lur- 
rounding  objeft.  The  patient  ox 
is  viewed  with  generous  compla¬ 
cency  ;  the  guilelefs  fheep,  with 
pity  ;  and  the  playful  lamb  raifes 
emotions  of  tendernefs  and  love. 
We  rejoice  with  the  horfe,  in  his 
liberty  and  exemption  from  toil, 
whiift:  he  ranges  at  large  through 
enamelled  paftures;  and  the  fro¬ 
lics  of  the  colt  would  afford  un¬ 
mixed  delight,  did  we  not  recol¬ 
lect  the  bondage,  which  he  is  foon 
to  undergo. 

We  are  charmed  with' the  fongs 
of  birds,  foothed  with  the  buzz  of 
infebts,  and  pleafed  with  the  fpor- 
tive  motions  of  fifties,  becaufe 
thefe  are  expreffions  of  enjoyment; 
and  we  exult  in  the  felicity  of  the 
whole  animated  creation.  Thus 
an  equal  and  exter.five  benevo¬ 
lence  is  called  forth  into  exertion  ; 
and  having  felt  a  common  interef! 
in  the  gratifications  of  inferior 


beings,  we  fhall  be  no  longer  in¬ 
different  to  their  fuflerings,  or  be* 
come  wantonly  inftrumental  in 
producing  them. 

It  feems  to  be  the  intention  of 
Providence,  that  the  lower  orders 
of  animals  fhould  be  fubfervier.t 
to  the  comfort,  convenience,  and 
fuftenanee  of  man.  But  his  right 
of  dominion  extends  no  farther  ; 
and  if  this  right  be  exercifed  with 
mildnefs,  humanity,  and  juftice, 
the  fubjebts  of  his  power  will  be 
no  lefs  benefitted  than  himfelf. 
For  various  fpecies  of  living  crea¬ 
tures  are  annually  multiplied  by 
human  art,  improved  in  their  per¬ 
ceptive  powers  by  human  culture, 
and  plentifully  fed  by  human  in- 
duftry.  The  relation,  therefore, 
is  reciprocal,  between  fuch  ani¬ 
mals  and  man;  and  he  may  fupply 
his  own  wants  by  the  ule  of  their 
labour,  the  produce  cf  their  bo¬ 
dies,  and  even  theTacrifioe  of  their 
lives  ;  whiift  he  co-operates  with 
all-gracious  Heaven,  in  promot¬ 
ing  happinefs,  the  great  end  of 
exiftenCe. 

But  though  it  be  true,  that  par¬ 
tial  evil,  with  refpecl  to  different 
orders  of  fenfitive  beings,  may  be 
uni-'verfal  good ;  and  that  it  is  a 
wife  and  benevolent  inftitution  of 
nature,  to  make  deftrublion  itfelf, 
within  certain  limitations,  the 
caufe  of  an  increafe  of  life  and 
enjoyment ;  yet  a  generous  per- 
fon  will  extend  his  compafftonate 
regards  to  every  individual,  that 


*  Thomfon’s  Seafons,  fit  ft  edit. 

Horace,  when  he  breaks  forth  into  the  animated  exclamation, 
a  0}  t  us!  quando  ego  te  afpiciim,  quandnque  llctbit 
(<  Nunc  vctcrum  hkrh ,  nunc  fomno  ct  ine>  tibus  bo  ns 
((  Ductre  folicitc£  jucunda  oblivia  vit^e 

Hor.  Sat.  VI. 

feems, to  regret  the  want  of  that  heartfelt  complacency,  which  the  buftle,  pomp,  and 
pleasures  of  imperial  Rome  could  not  afford. 

v  M  .3  fuffers 
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fuffers  for  his  fake  :  and  whilft  he 
fighs  % 

<(  Ev’n  for  the  kid,  or  lamb,  that  pours 
li  its  life 

11  Beneath  the  bloody  knife  #  5” 

he  will  naturally  be  folicitous  to 
mitigate  pain,  both  in  deration 
and  degree,  by  the  gentleft  modes 
of  inflifting  it. 

I  am  inclined  to  believe,  how¬ 
ever,  that  this  fenfe  of  humanity 
would  foon  be  obliterated,  and 
that  the  heart  would  grow  callous 
to  every  foft  impreffion,  were  it 
not  for  the  benignant  influence  of 
the  fmiling  face  of  nature.  The 
Count  de  Lauzun,  when  impri- 
foned,  by  Louis  XI  V,  in  thecaflle 
of  Pignerol,  am u fed  himfelf,  dur¬ 
ing  a  long  period  of  time,  with 
catching  flies,  and  delivering  them 
to  be  devoured  by  a  rapacious  fpi- 
der.  Such  an  entertainment  was 
equally  lingular  and  cruel ;  and 
inconfiftent,  I  believe,  with  his 
former  character,  and  fubfequent 
turn  of  mind.  But  his  cell  had 
no  window ;  and  received  only  a 
glimmering  light,  from  an  aper¬ 
ture  in  the  roof.  In  lefs  unfa¬ 
vourable  circumftances,  may  we 
not  prefume,  that  in  (lead  of  {port¬ 
ing  with  mifery,  he  would  have 
releafed  the  agonifmg  flies ;  and 


bid  them  enjoy  that  freedom3  of 
which  he  himfelf  was  bereaved? 

But  the  tafte  for  natural  beauty 
is  fubfervient  to  higher  purpofes, 
than  thofe  which  have  been  enu~ 
merated  :  and  the  cultivation  of  it 
not  only  refines  and  humanifes, 
but.  dignifies  and  exalts  the  af- 
fe  ft  ions.  It  elevates  them  to  the 
admiration  and  love  of  that  Be¬ 
ing,  who  is  the  Author  of  all  that 
is  tair,  fublime,  and  good  in  the 
creation.  Scepticifm  and  irreli- 
gion  are  hardly  compatible  with 
the  fenfibility  of  heart  f ,  which 
arifes  from  a  juft  and  lively  relifft 
of  the  wifdom,  harmony,  and  or¬ 
der  fubfifting  in  the  world  around 
us:  and  emotions  of  piety  muft 
fpring  up  fpontaneoufly  in  the  bot¬ 
tom,  that  is  in  uniton  with  all 
animated  nature.  Aftuated  by 
this  divine  infpiration,  man  finds 
“  a  fane  in  every  facred  grove  {  :*» 
and  glowing  with  devout  fervour, 
he  joins  his  tong  to  the  univerfal 
chorus ;  or  mufes  the  praife  of  the 
Almighty,  in  filence  more  expref- 
five.  Thus  they 

u  Whom  Nature’s  works  can  charm,  with 
<£  God  himfelf 

“  Hold  converfe ;  grow  familiar,  day  by 
“  day, 

lc  With  his  conceptions  ;  aft  upon  his  plan  1 
‘£  And  form  to  his,  the  relifh  or  their 
“  fouls 
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Ooe  for  the  New  Yjear*  1781.  Written  ^  William  Whitehead, 

Efqy  Poet  Laureat • 

ASK  round  the  world,  from  age  to  age. 

Not  where  alone  th’  hiftorian’s  page 
Or  poet’s  fong  have  juft  attention  won, 

But  even  the  feebleft  voice  of  fame 
Has  learnt  to  lifp  Britannia’s  name, 

Aik  of  her  inborn  worth,  and  deeds  o t  high  renown. 

What  power  from  Lufitania  broke 
The  haughty  Spaniard’s  galling  yoke  ? 

Who  bade  the  Belgian  mounds  with  freedom  ring  ? 

Who  fix’d  fo  oft,  with  ftrength  fupreme. 

In  balanc’d  Europe’s  nodding  beam. 

And  rais’d  the  Auftrian  eagle’s  drooping  wing? 

’Twas  Britain  !  Britain  heard  the  nations  gr®an, 

As  jealous  of  their  freedom  as  her  own. 

Where’er  her  valiant  troops  fhe  led. 

Check’d,  and  abalh’d,  and  taught  to  fear. 

The  earth’s  proud  tyrants  flopp’d  their  mad  career; 

To  Britain  Gallia  bow’d  ;  from  Britain  Julius  fled. 

Why  then  when  round  her  fair  prote&refs’  brow 
The  dark  clouds  gather,  and  the  tempefts  blow. 

With  folded  arms,  at  eafe  reclin’d. 

Does  Europe  fit?  or,  more  unkind. 

Why  fraudulently  aid  t’n’  infidious  plan  ? 

The  foes  of  Britain  are  the  foes  of  man. 

Alas !  her  glory  foars  too  high. 

Her  radiant  Star  of  Liberty 
Has  bid  too  long  th*  aftonilh’d  nations  gaze  : 

That  glory  which  they  once  admir’d. 

That  glory  in  their  caufe  acquir’d. 

That  glory  burns  too  bright,  they  cannot  bear  the  blaze  l 
Then  Britons,  by  experience  wife. 

Court  not  an  envious  or  a  timid  friend  ; 

Firm  in  thyfelf  undaunted  rife. 

On  thy  own  arm,  and  righteous  Heaven  depend. 

So,  as  in  great  Eliza’s  days. 

On  Self-fupported  pinions  borne, 

Again  Ihalt  thou  look  down  with  fcorn 

6  M  4  °tt 
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On  an  oppofing  world,  and  all  its  wily  ways : 

Grown  greater  from  diftrefs, 

And  eager  (fill  to  blefs, 

As  truly  generous  as  thou’rt  truly  brave, 

Again  fhal!  crufh  the  proud,  again  the  conquered  fave. 

Ode  for  the  King’s  Birth-Day,  June  4,  1781.  By  W.  Whit? 

head,  Bfq\  Poet  Laureat.  1 

OTILL  does  the  rage  of  war  prevail? 

G*  Still  thirfts  for  blood  th’  infatiate  fpear  £ 

Waft  not,  ye  winds,  ,th’  invidious  tale. 

Nor  let  th’  untutor’d  nations  hear 
That  paffion  baffles  reafon’s  boafted  reign. 

And  hall  the  peopled  world  is  civilis’d  in  vain. 

What  are  morals,  what  are  laws. 

What  religion’s  facred  name? 

Nor  morals  foften,  nor  religion  awes; 

Pure  though  the  precepts  flow,  the  adions  are  the  fame. 

%  •  ,  h  5 

Revenge,  and  pride,  and  deadly  hate. 

And  avarice,  tainting  deep  the  mind. 

With  all  the  fury-fiends  that  wait. 

As  torturing  plagues  on  human  kind. 

When  fhown  in  their  own  native  light. 

In  truth’s  clear  mirror,  heavenly  bright. 

Like  real  mongers  rife ; 

But,  let  illufions’s  powerful  wand 
Transform,  arrange  the  hideous  band. 

They'  cheat  us  in  difguife  ; 

We  drefs  their  horrid  forms  in  borrow’d  rays. 

Then  call  them  glory,  and  purfue  the  blaze, 

O  blind  to  Nature’s  focial  plan, 

And  Heaven’s  indulgent  end  l 
Her  kinder  laws  knit  man  to  man 
As  brother  and  as  friend. 

Nature,  intent  alone  to  blefs, 

(  *  :  -7 

Bids  ftrife  and  difcord  ceafe  ; 

*'  Her  ways  are  ways  of  pleafantnefs^ 

**  And  all  her  paths  are  peace.” 

Even  this  aufpicious  day  would  wear 
A  brighter  face  of  joy  ferene. 

And  not  one  ruffling  gale  of  care 

Difturb  the  halcyon  fcene  ;  , 

On  lighter  wings  would  Zephyr  move* 

The  Sun  with  added  luftre  Ihine ; 

Did  Peace,  descending  from  above. 

Here  fix  her  earthly  fhrine  ; 

;  *  Her®  ■ 
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Here  to  the  Monarch’s  fondeft  prayer 
A  jult  attention  yield. 

And  let  him  change  the  fvvord  of  war 
For  her  protecting  fhield . 

✓ 

fxtrafi  from  “  The  Triumphs  of  Tempe  r,”  a  Poem ,  Ij 

Mr .  Hayley. 

SCARCE  had  her  radiant  eyes*  began  to  clofe, 

When  to  her  view  a  friendly  vifion  rofe  : 

A  fairy  Phanton?  llruck  her  mental  fight. 

Light  as  the  golfapier,  as  sther  bright ; 

Array’d  like  Pallas  was  the  pigmy  form. 

When  the  fage  Goddefs  hills  the  martial  dorm,. 

Her  cafque  was  amber,  richly  grac’d  above 
With  down,  collected  from  the  callow  dove: 

Her  burniih’d  breait-plate,  of  a  deeper  dye^ 

Was  once  the  armour  of  a  golden  fly  : 

A  lynx’s  eye  her  little  aegis  (hone. 

By  fairy  fpells  converted  into  hone. 

And  worn  of  old,  as  elfin  poets  fing. 

By  iEgypt’s  lovely  queen,  a  favourite  ring: 

Myherious  power  was  in  the  magic  toy. 

To  turn  the  frowns  of  care  to  fmiles  of  joy. 

Her  tiny  lance,  whofe  radiance  bream’d  afar. 

Was  one  bright  fparkle  from  the  bridal  har. 

A  filmy  mantle  round  her  figure  play’d, 

Fine  as  the  texture,  by  Arachne  laid 

O’er  fome  young  plant,  when  glittering  to  the  view 

With  many  an  orient  pearl  of  morning  dew. 

The  Phantom  hover’d  o’er  the  confcious  Fair 
With  fuch  a  lively  fmile  of  tender  care. 

As  on  her  elfin  lord  Titania  cah. 

When  hrh  fhe  found  his  angry  fpell  was  pah. 

Round  her  rich  locks  Serena  chanc’d  to  tie 
An  ample  ribband  of  casrulean  dye  : 

High  o’p  her  forehead  rofe  the  graceful  bow, 

Whofe  arch  commanded  the  fweet  feene  below  : 

The  hovering  Spirit  view’d  the  tempting  fpot, 

Apd  lightly  perch’d  on  this  unbending  knot ; 

As  the  fair  hutterer,  of  Pfyche’s  race. 

Is  feen  to  terminate  her  airy  chace, 

When,  pleas’d  at  length  her  quivering  wings  to  clofe, 
fondly  fhe  fettles  on  the  fragrant  rofe. 

Now  in  foft  notes,  more  mufically  clear 
Than  ever  Fairy  breath’d  in  mortal  ear, 

Thefe  words  the  vifionary  voice  convey’d 
To  the  charm’d  fpirit  of  the  fleeping  maid : 

*  Sercna’#» 

r*  “  Thou 
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is  Thou  darling  of  my  care,  whofe  ripen’d  worth 
Shall  fpread  my  empire  o’er  the  fmiling  earth  ; 
Whom  Nature  bleft,  forbidding  modiffi  Art 
To  cramp  thy  fpirit,  or  contract  thy  heart  ; 

Screen’d  from  thy  thought,  nor  in  thy  vifions  felt. 
Long  on  thy  opening  mind  I’ve  fondly  dwelt ; 

In  childhood’s  forrows  brought  thee  quick  relief. 
And  dry’d  thy  April  Ihowers  of  infant  grief ; 

Taught  thee  to  laugh  at  the  malicious  boy. 

Who  broke  thy  playthings  with  a  barbarous  joy. 

To  bear  what  ills  the  little  Female  haunt,  1 

The  tefty  nurfe,  the  imperious  governante,  > 

And  that  tyrannic  peft,  the  prying  maiden  au nt«  Jf 
Now  ripening  years  a  nobler  fcene  fuppiy  5 
For  life  now  opens  on  thy  fparkling  eye  : 

Thy  rifing  bofom  fwelis  with  juft  defire 
Rapture  to  feel,  and  rapture  to  infpire  : 

Not  the  vain  blifs,  the  tranfitory  joys. 

That  childiih  woman  feels  in  radiant  toys  5 
The  coftly  diamond,  or  the  lighter  pearl. 

The  maffive  Nabob,  or  the  tinfei  Earl. 

Thy  heart  demands,  each  meaner  aim  above, 

Th’  imperiftiable  wealth  of  fterling  love; 

Thy  wifi,  to  pleafe  by  ev’ry  fofter  grace 
Of  elegance  and  eafe,  of  form  and  face! 

By  lively  fancy  and  by  fenfe  refin’d. 

The  ftronger  magic  of  the  cultur’d  mind  ! 

Thy  pure  ambition,  and  thy  virtuous  plan. 

To  fix  the  variable  heart  of  man  ! 

Short  is  the  worftiip  paid  at  Beauty’s  ihrine  5 
But  lading  love  and  happinefs  are  mine  : 

Mine,  tho’  the  earth’s  miftaken,  blinded  race, 
Defpife  my  influence,  and  my  name  debafe ; 

Nor  breathe  one  vow  to  that  astherial  friend. 

On  whom  the  colours  of  their  life  dependa 
But  to  thy  innocence  I’ll  now  difplay 
The  myftic  marvels  of  my  fecret  fway  5 
And  tell,  in  this  thy  fate-deciding  hour. 

My  race,  my  name,  my  office,  and  my  power. 

Firft,  hear  what  wonders  human  forms  contain  ! 
And  learn  the  texture  of  the  female  brain  ! 

By  Nature's  care  in  curious  order  fpread. 

This  living  net  is  fram’d  of  tender  thread  5 
Fine,  as  thy  hand,  fome  favour’d  youth  to  grace. 
Knits  with  nice  art  to  form  the  mimic  lace. 

Within  the  center  of  this  fretted  dome. 

Her  fecret  tower,  her  heaven-conftru&ed  home. 

Soft  Senfibility,  fweet  Beauty’s  foul  ! 

Keeps  her  coy  ftate,  and  animates  the  whole. 
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Invifible  as  Harmony,  who  fprings, 

Wak’d  by  young  Zephyr,  from  iEolian  brings: 
Her  fubtle  power  more  delicately  fine, 

Dwells  in  each  thread,  and  lives  in  every  line, 
Whofe  quick  vibrations,  without  end,  impart 
Pleafure  and  pain  to  the  refponfive  heart. 

As  Zephyr’s  breath  the  willing  chord  infpires, 
Whifpering  foft  mufic  to  the  trembling  wires. 

So  with  fond  care  I  regulate,  unfeen. 

The  fofter  movements  of  this  nice  machine ! 
Temper  my  earthly  name,  the  nurfe  of  love  ! 

But  call’d  Sophrositne  in  realms  above  ! 

When  lovely  woman,  perfeft  at  her  birth, 

Bleft  with  her  early  charms  the  wond’ring  earth* 
Her  foul,  in  fweet  fimplicity  array’d. 

Nor  fhar’d  my  guidance,  nor  required  my  aid. 
Her  tender  frame,  nor  confident  nor  coy. 

Had  every  fibre  tun’d  to  gentle  joy  : 

No  vain  caprices  fwell’d  her  pouting  lip  • 

No  gold  produc’d  a  mercenary  trip  ; 

Soft  innocence  infpir’d  her  willing  kifs. 

Her  love  was  nature,  and  her  life  was  blifs. 

Guide  of  his  reafon,  not  his  pafiion’s  prey. 

She  tam’d  the  favage,  man,  who  blefs’d  her  fway. 
No  jarring  wifhes  fill’d  the  world  with  woes. 

But  youth  was  ecftacy,  and  age  repofe.” 


Description  of  the  Sphere  of  Sensibility  ;  from  the  fame  Poem° 

6t  may *ft  thou  bend  o’er  this  congenial  fphere 

“  VV  For  Senfibility  is  fovereign  here. 

“  Thou  feeft  her  train  of  fprightly  damfels  fport, 
te  Where  the  foft  Spirit  holds  her  rural  court: 

“  But  fix  thine  eye  attentive  to  the  plain, 

(i  And  mark  the  varying  wonders  of  her  reign.’* 

As  thus  fhe  fpoke,  fhe  pois’d  her  airy  feat 
High  o’er  a  plain  exhaling  every  fweet ; 

For  round  its  precindls  all  the  flowers  that  bloom 
Fill’d  the  delicious  air  with  rich  perfume  ; 

And  in  the  midfl  a  verdant  throne  appear’d. 

In  fimpleft  form  by  graceful  Fancy  rear’d. 

And  deck’d  with  flowers ;  not  fuch  whofe  flaunting  dyes 
Strike  with  the  ftrongefl  tint  our  dazzled  eyes  ; 

But  thofe  wild  herbs  that  tendered;  fibres  bear. 

And  fhun  th’  approaches  of  a  damper  air. 

Here  flood  the  lovely  Ruler  of  the  fcene. 

And  Beauty,  more  than  Pomp,  announc’d  the  Queen. 

The  bendi  ng  fnow-drop,  and  the  briar-rofe. 

The  Ample  circle  of  her  crown  compofe  ; 


Rofes 
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Rofes  of  every  hue  her  robe  adorn. 

Except  th5  infipid  rofe  without  a  thorn. 

Thro’  her  thin  veil  her  heighten’d  beauties  fhine  ; 

For  earthly  gauze  was  never  half  fo  fine. 

Of  that  enchanting  age  her  figure  feems. 

When  fmiling  Nature  with  the  vital  beams 
Of  vivid  Youth,  and  Pleafure’s  purple  flame. 

Gilds  her  accomplifh’d  work,  the  female  frame., 

With  rich  luxuriance  tender,  fweetly  wild. 

And  juft  between  the  woman  and  the  child. 

Her  fair  left  arm  around  a  vafe  (he  flings. 

From  which  the  tender  plant  Mimofa  fprings  : 

Towards  its  leaves,  o’er  which  file  fondly  bends. 

The  youthful  Fair  her  vacant  hand  extends 
With  gentle  motion,  anxious  to  furvey 
How  far  the  feeling  fibres  own  her  fway : 

The  leaves,  as  confcious  of  their  Queen’s  command, 

Succefiive  fall  at  her  approaching  hand  ; 

While  her  fcfc  bread  with  pity  leems  to  pant. 

And  (brinks  at  every  (hrinking  of  the  plant. 

Around  their  Sovereign,  on  the  verdant  ground, 

Sweet  airy  forms  in  myitic  meafures  bound. 

The  mighty  mafier  of  the  revel.  Love, 

In  notes  more  foothing  than  his  mother’s  dove. 

Prompts  the  fof:  drain  that  melting  virgins  ling. 

Or  fportive  trips  around  the  frolic  ring,  . 

Coupling,  with  radiant  wreaths  of  lambent  fire, 
fair  fluttering  Hope  and  rapturous  Delire. 

Unnumber’d  dgmfels  different  charms  difplay, 

Penfive  with  blifs,  or  in  their  pieafures  gay  ; 

And  the  wide  profped  yields  one  touching  fight 
Of  tender,  yet  diver  lifted  delight. 

But,  the  bright  triumphs  of  their  joy  to  check. 

Ip  the  clear  air  their  hangs  a  dufky  fpeck  ; 

It  fwells — it  fpreads— and  rapid,  as  it  grows, 

O’  er  the  gay  fcene  a  chilling  fhadow  throws. 

The  foft  Serena,  who  beheld  its  flight, 

Sufpe&s  no  evil  from  a  cloud  fo  light ; 

For  harmlefs  round  her  the  thin  vapours  wreath. 

Not  hiding  from  her  view  the  fcene  beneath  ; 

But  ah  1  too  focn,  with  Pity’s  tender  pain. 

She  faw  its  dire  effed  o’er  all  the  plain  : 

Sudden  from  thence  the  founds  of  Anguifh  flow, 

And  Joy’s  fweet  carols  end  in  fhrieks  of  woe  : 

The  wither’d  flowers  are  fall’n,  that  bloom’d  fo  fair. 

And  poifon  all  the  peflilential  air. 

From  the  rent  earth  dark  demons  force  their  way, 

And  make  the  fportive  revellers  their  prey. 

Here 
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Here  gloomy  Terror,  with  a  (hadovvy  rope. 

Seems,  like  a  Turkifli  Mute,  to  ftrangle  Hope  ; 

There  jealous  Fury  drowns  in  blood  the  fire 
That  fparkled  in  the  eye  of  young  Defire  ; 

And  lifelefs  Love  lets  mercilefs  Defpair 
From  his  crufli’d  frame  his  bleeding  pinions  tear. 

But  pangs  more  cruel,  more  intenfely  keen. 

Wound  and  diftradb  their  fympathetic  Queen; 

With  fruitlefs  tears  file  o’er  their  mifery  bends; 

From  her  fweet  brow  the  thorny  rofe  file  rends. 

And,  bow’d  by  Grief’s  infufFerable  weight. 

Frantic  file  curfes  her  immortal  Hate: 

The  foft  Serena,  as  this  curfe  file  hears. 

Feels  her  bright  eye  fuffus’d  with  kindred  tears ; 

And  her  kind  breaft,  where  quick  compaflion  fwell’d, 
Shar’d  in  each  bitter  fuffering  file  beheld. 

The  guardian  Power  furvey’d  her  lovely  grief. 

And  fpoke  in  gentle  terms  of  mild  relief; 

“  For  this  foft  tribe  thy  heavieft  fear  difmifi*, 

“  And  know  their  pains  are  tranfient  as  their  bliFs : 

**  Rapture  and  Agony,  in  Nature’s  loom, 

Have  form’d  the  changing  tiflfue  of  their  doom  ; 

4<  Both  interwoven  with  fo  nice  an  art, 

“  No  power  can  tear  the  twilled  threads  apart: 

4<  Yet  happier  thefe,  to  Nature’s  heart  more  dear, 

“  Than  the  dull  offspring  in  the  torpid  fphere, 

,e  Where  her  warm  wifiies,  and  affedions  kind, 
t(  Lofe  their  bright  current  in  the  llagnant  mind. 

.  “  Here  grief  and  joy  fo  fuddenly  units, 

“  That  anguilh  ferves  lo  fublimate  delight.” 

She  fpoke;  and,  ere  Serena  could  reply. 

The  vapour  vanilh’d  from  the  lucid  Iky ; 

The  Nymphs  revive,  the  fhadovvy  Fiends  are  fled. 

The  new-born  flowers  a  richer  fragrance  filed  ; 

The  gentle  ruler  of  the  changeful  land. 

Smiling,  refum’d  her  fymbol  of  command  ; 

Replac’d  the  rofes  of  her  regal  wreath. 

Still  trembling  at  the  thorns  that  lurk  beneath  : 

But,  to  her  wounded  fubjeds  quick  to  pay 
The  tender  duties  of  imperial  fway, 

Their  wants  lhe  fuccour’d,  they  her  wifii  obey’d, 

And  all  recover’d  by  alternate  aid  ; 

While,  on  the  lovely  Queen’s  enchanting  face. 
Departed  Sorrow’s  faint  and  fainter  trace. 

Gave  to  each  touching  charm  a  more  attradive  grace. 
Now,  laughing  Sport,  from  the  enlighten’d  plain. 
Clear’d  with  quick  foot  the  vefliges  of  Pain  ; 

The  gay  fcene  grows  more  beautifully  bright. 

Than  when  it  firil  allur’d  Serena’s  fight. 


Extra&s 
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ExtraSis  fram  the  Library,  a  Fbeni. 

NEAR  thefe,  and  where  the  fetting  fun  difplays 

Through  the  dim  window  his  departing  rays. 

And  gilds  yon  columns,  there  on  either  fide 

The  huge  abridgments  of  the  law'  abide; 

Fruitful  as  vice  the  dread  corredtors  Hand, 

And  fpread  their  guardian  terrors  round  the  land  % 

Yet,  as  the  beft  that  human  care  can  do, 

* 

Is  mixt  with  error,  oft  with  evil  too; 

Skill’d  in  deceit,  and  practis’d  to  evade, 

ICnaves  Hand  fecure,  for  whom  thefe  laws  were  made. 
And  Juilice  vainly  each  expedient  tries. 

While  Art  eludes  it,  or  while  Power  defies. 

Ah  1  happy  age,  the  youthful  Poet  cries. 

Ere  laws  arofe,  ere  tyrants  bade  them  rife  ; 

When  all  were  blefl  to  fhare  a  common  (lore. 

And  none  were  proud  of  wealth,  for  none  were  poor  ; ' 
No  wars,  no  tumults  vext  each  flill  domain. 

No  thirft  of  empire,  no  de/ire  of  gain  ; 

No  proud  great  man,  nor  one  who  would  be  great. 
Drove  modefl  Merit  from  its  proper  ftate  ; 

Nor  into  diflant  climes  would  Avarice  roam. 

To  fetch  delights  for  Luxury  at  home : 

Bound  by  no  tyes  but  thofe  by  nature  made. 

Virtue  was  law,  and  gifts  prevented  trade. 

Miftaken  youth  !  each  nation  firft  was  rude. 

Each  man  a  cheariefs  fon  of  folitude. 

To  whom  no  joys  of  focial  life  were  known. 

Nor  felt  a  care  that  was  not  all  his  own  ; 

Or  in  fome  languid  clime  his  abjedt  foul 
Bow’d  to  a  little  tyrant’s  Hern  controul ; 

A  Have,  with  Haves  his  monarch’s  throne  he  rais’d. 

And  in  rude  fong  his  ruder  idol  prais’d ; 

The  meaner  cares  of  life  were  all  he  knew. 

Bounded  his  pleafures,  and  his  wilhes  few : 

But  when  by  flow  degrees  the  Arts  arofe. 

Taught  by  fome  conquering  friends,  who  came  as  foes  5 
When  Commerce,  riling  from  the  bed  of  eafe. 

Ran  round  the  land  and  pointed  to  the  feas; 

When  Emulation,  born  with  jealous  eye. 

And  x'Warice,  lent  their  fpurs  to  Induftry ; 
ri  hen  one  by  one  the  numerous  laws  were  made, 

Thofe  to  controul,  and  thefe  to  fuccour  trade; 

To  curb  the  infolence  of  rude  command, 

1  o  fnatch  the  vidtim  from  the  Ufurer’s  hand. 


To 
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To  awe  the  bold,  to  yield  the  wrong’d  redrefs. 

And  feed  the  poor  with  Luxury’s  excefs. 

Like  fome  vail  flood,  unbounded,  fierce,  and  firong. 
His  nature  leads  ungovern’d  man  along  ; 

Like  mighty  bulwarks  made  to  ftem  that  tide. 

The  laws  are  form’d,  and  plac’d  on  every  fide  ; 
Whene’er  it  breaks  the  bounds  by  thefe  decreed. 

New  flatutes  rife,  and  ftronger  laws  fucceed ; 

More  and  more  gentle  grows  the  dying  ftream. 

More  and  more  ftrong  the  riling  bulwarks  leem  ; 

Till,  like  a  miner  working  fure  and  flow. 

Luxury  creeps  on,  and  ruins  all  below; 

The  bafis  finks,  the  ample  piles  decay. 

The  ftately  fabric  lhakes  and  falls  away* 

Primaeval  Want  and  Ignorance  come  on. 

But  Freedom,  that  exalts  the  favage  flate,  is  gone. 


Lo  !  where  of  late  the  Book  of  Martyrs  flood. 

Old  pious  trafts,  and  Bibles  bound  in  wood  ; 

There,  fuch  the  tafte  of  our  degenerate  age. 

Stand  the  prophane  delufions  of  the  flage; 

Yet  Virtue  owns  the  Tragic  Mufe  a  friend^ 

Fable  her  means,  morality  her  end  ; 

For  this  (he  rules  all  paflions  in  their  turns. 

And  now  the  bofom  bleeds,  and  now  it  burns ; 

Pity  with  weeping  eye  furveys  her  bowl. 

Her  anger  fwells,  her  terror  chills  the  foul; 

She  makes  the  vile  to  virtue  yield  applaufe, 

Apd  own  her  fceptre  while  they  break  her  laws: 

For  vice  in  others  is  abhorr’d  of  all. 

And  villains  glory  in  a  villain’s  fall. 

Not  thus  her  filter  Comedy  prevails. 

Who  (hoots  at  Folly,  for  her  arrow  fails; 

Folly,  by  Dullnefs  arm’d,  receives  no  wound. 

But  h  armlefs  fees  the  feather’d  fhafts  rebound ; 

Unh  urt  Ihe  (lands,  applauds  the  archer’s  (kill. 

Laughs  at  her  malice,  and  is  Folly  (till. 

Yet  well  (he  paints,  in  her  defcriptive  fcenes, 

What  Pride  will  (loop  to,  .what  Profefiion  means; 

How  formal  fools  the  farce  of  State  applaud. 

How  Caution  watches  at  the  lips  of  Fraud  : 

The  wordy  variance  of  domeftic  life, 

The  tyrant  Hufband,  the  retorting  Wife  ; 

The  fnares  jfor  Innocence,  the  lye  of  Trade, 

And  the  fmooth  tongue’s  habitual  mafquerade. 

With  her  the  Virtues  too  obtain  a  place. 

Each  gentle  paflion,  each  becoming  grace  ; 

The 
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The  focial  joy  in  life’s  fecurer  road. 

Its  eafy  pleafure,  its  fubdantial  good  ; 

The  happy  thought  that  confcious  virtue  gives  $ 

And  all  that  ought  to  live,  and  all  that  lives. 

But  who  are  thefe?  Methinks  a  noble  mien. 

And  awful  grandeur  in  their  form  are  fee n„ 

Now  in  difgrace  :  what  tho’  negled  has  died 
Polluting  dull  on  every  reverend  head  ; 

What  though  beneath  yon  gilded  tribe  they  lie. 

And  dull  ©bfervers  pafs  infulting  by  ; 
porbid  it  fhame,  forbid  it  decent  awe. 

What  feems  fo  grave  fhould  no  attention  draw : 

Come  let  us  then  with  reverend  hep  advance. 

And  greet— the  ancient  worthies  of  Romance. 

Hence,  ye  prophane  !  I  feel  a  former  dread, 

A  thoufand  virions  Boat  around  my  head  ; 

Hark  !  hollow  blafts  through  empty  courts  refound. 
And  lhadowy  forms  with  flaring  eyes  ilalk  round  ; 

See  !  moats  and  bridges,  walls  and  caifles  rife, 
Ghofts,  fairies,  daemons,  dance  before  our  eyes  3 
Lq  !  magic  verfe  iofcrib’d  on  golden  gate,- 
And  bloody  hand  that  beckons  on  to  fate  : 

And  who  art  thou,  thou  little  page,  unfold? 

Say  doth  thy  Lord  my  Ciaribel  with  hold  ? 
c<  Go  tell  him  draighc,  Sir  Knight,  thou  mud  refigri 

“  Thy  captive  Queen— for  ciaribel  is  mine.” 

Away  he  Hies  ;  and  now  for  bloody  deeds, 
Rlack-fuits  of  armour,  malks,  and  foaming  deeds ; 
The  Giant  falls — his  recreant  throat  I  feize. 

And  from  his  cordet  take  the  maffy  keys  ;  \ 

Dukes,  Lords,  and  Knights  in  long  proceffion  move. 

Releas’d  from  bondage  with  my  virgin  love  - 

She  comes,  die  comes  in  all  the  charms  of  youth, 
Unequall’d  love  and  unfufpe&ed  truth  ! 

Ah  !  happy  he  who  thus  in  magic  themes. 

O’er  worlds  bewitch’d,  in  early  rapture  dreams. 
Where  wild  Enchantment  waves  her  potent  wand. 
And  Fancy's  beauties  fill  her  fairy  land  ; 

Where  doubtful  objects  drange  defires  excite. 

And  fear  and  ignorance  afford  delight. 

But  lod,  for  ever  lod,  to  me  thefe  joys. 

Which  Reafon  fcatters,  and  which  Time  dedroys  5 
Too  dearly  bought,  maturer  judgment  calls 
My  bufeed  mind  from  tales  and  madrigals; 

My  doughty  Giants  all  are  dain  or  fied. 

And  all  ray  Knights,  blue,  green,  and  yellow,  dead  5 
No  more  the  midnight  Fairy  tribe  I  view 
All  in  the  merry  inoonihine  ripling  dev/ ; 


*77 


POETRY. 

Ev’n  the  laft  lingering  fidlion  of  the  brain. 

The  church-yard  Ghoft,  is  now  at  reft  again  ; 

And  all  thefe  wayward  wanderings  of  my  youth. 

Fly  Reafon’s  power,  and  (bun  the  light  of  Truth. 

With  Fiction  then  does  real  joy  reflde/ 

And  is  our  Reafon  the  delufive  guide  ? 

Js  it  then  right  to  dream  the  Syrens  fing? 

Or  mount  enraptur’d  on  the  Dragon’s  wing  ? 

No,  ’tis  the  infant  mind,  to  care  unknown*  v 
That  makes  th’  imagin’d  paradife  its  own  ; 

Soon  as  reflections  in  the  bofom  rife. 

Light  llumbers  vanilh  from  the  clouded  eyes ; 

The  tear  and  fraile,  that  once  together  rofe. 

Are  then  divorc’d  ;  the  head  and  heart  are  foes  ; 
Enchantmant  bows  to  Wifdom’s  ferious  plan. 

And  pain  and  prudence  make  and  mar  the  man. 

t  .  - 

ExtraSi  from  SYMPATHY,  a  Poem.  By  Mr.  Pratt, 

ONCE,  and  not  far  from  where  thofe  feats  are  feen. 

Juft  where  yon  white  huts  peep  the  copfe  between? 

A  damfel  languilh’d,  all  her  kin  were  gone, 

For  God  who  lent,  refum’d  them  one  by  one  ; 

Difeafe  and  penury,  in  cruel  ftrife, 

Hid  ravifh’d  all  the  decent  means  of  life, 

F’en  the  mark’d  crown,  her  lover’s  gift,  Ihe  gave, 

In  filial  duty  for  a- father’s  grave. 

That  fo  the  honour’d  clay  which  caus’d  her  birth 
Might  dumber  peaceful  in  the  facred  earth. 

Chim’d  to  its  grals-greec  home  with  pious  peal. 

While  hallow’d  dirges  hymn  the  laft  farewell ; 

At  length  thefe  piercing  woes  her  fenfe  invade. 

And  lone  and  long  the  haplefs  wanderer  itray’d. 

O’er  the  bleak  heath,  aroupd  th’  unmeafur’d  wood* 

Up  the  huge  precipice,  or  near  the  flood  ; 

She  mounts  the  rock  at  midnight’s  aweful  hour. 

Enjoys  the  gloom,  and  idly  mocks  the  (bower  ; 

Now  fcorns  her  fate,  then  patient  bends  the  knee,  , 

And  courts  each  pitying  ftar  to  fet  her  free. 

Then  ftarting  wilder,  thinks  thofe  (tars  her  foes, 

Smites  her  fad  breaft,  and  laughs  amidft  her  woes ; 

Oft  would  Ihe  chace  the  bee,  or  braid  the  grafs. 

Or  crop  the  hedge-flower,  or  diforder’d  pals ; 

Elfe,  relllefs  loiter  in  the  pathlefs  mead. 

Sing  to  the  birds  at  rooft,  the  lambs  at  feed  ; 

Or  if  a  neft  (he  found  the  brakes  among. 

No  hand  of  her’s  ddlroy’d  the  promis’d  voting  ; 
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And  when  kind  nature  brought  the  balmy  deep,. 

Too  foon  (he  woke  to  wander  and  to  weep  ; 

Acrofs  her  bread  the  tangled  trebles  flew. 

And  frenzied  glances  all  around  fhe  threw  ; 

Th’  unfettled  foul  thofe  frenzied  glances  fpeak. 

And  tears  of  terror  hurry  down  her  cheek  ; 

Yet  dill  that  eye  was  bright,  that  cheek  was  fair* 
Though  pale  the  rofe,  the  lily  bloflom’d  there. 

A  wandering  fwain  the  beauteous  Maniac  found* 
Her  woes  wild  warbling  to  the  rocks  around  ; 

A  river  roll’d  befide,  aghad  (he  ran. 

Her  vain  fears  dartling  at  the  fight  of  man  ; 

And,  fave  me,  God  i  my  father’s  ghod  !  fhe  cry’d* 
Then  headlong  plung’d  into  the  flafhing  tide. 

The  youth  purlues*— but  wild  the  waters  rofe. 

And  o’er  their  heads  in  circling  furges  clofe. 

Not  Heav’n-born  Sympathy  itfelf  could  fave  ; 

Both,  both  alas  !  were  whelm’d  beneath  the  waye. 

And  lives  the  man,  whofenfelefs  could  have  flood 
To  fee  the  vidim  buffet  with  the  flood  ?  *'v 

Whole  coward  cheek  no  tinge  of  honour  feels, 
Flulh’d  with  no  pride  at  what  the  Mufe  reveals ? 

If  fuch  a  man,  if  fuch  a  wretch  there  be. 

Thanks  to  this  aching  heart,  I  am  not  he. 

Hail,  lovely  griefs,  in  tender  mercy  giv’n. 

And  hail,  ye  tears,  like  dew-drops  fresh  from  heav’n  y 
Hail,  balmy  breath  of  unaffeded  flghs. 

More  fweet  than  airs  that  breathe  from  eadern  (kies 
Hail,  facred  (on rce  of  fyrnpathks  divine, 

Each  focial  pulfe,  each  focial  ; 

Hail,  fymbois  of  the  God,  to  whom  we  owe 
The  nerves  that  vibrate,  and  the  hearts  that  glow 
Love’s  tender  tumult,  FriencKhjp’s  holy  fires. 

And  all  which  beauty,  all  which  worth  infpires* 

"I  he  joy  that  lights  the  hope  illumin’d  eye. 

The  blifs  fupreme  that  melts  in  Pity’s  flgh, 
Affedion’s  bloom  quick  ruining  to  the  face. 

The  choice  acknowledg’d  and  the  warm  embrace  : 
Oh  power  of  powers,  whofe  magic  thus  can  draw,. 
Earth,  air,  and  ocean,  by  one  central  law  ; 

Join  bird  to  bird,  to  infect  in  fed  link. 

From  thofe  which  grovel  up  to  thofe  which  thinks 
Oh,  ever  bled  !'  whofe  bounties  opening  wide 
Fill  the  vad  globe,  for  mortals  to  divide. 

Thy  Heav’nly  favours  ftretch  from  pole  to  pole. 
Encircle  earth,  and  rivet  foul  to  foul  ! 

Ceafe  then  to  wonder  thefe  lov’d  fcenes  impart 
No  more  the  ufual  transport  to  my  hsartj 
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Tho’  modeft  Twilight  vifit  Eve  again. 

At  whole  loft  lummons  homeward  l^eps  the  fwairi  ; 

Though  from  the  breath  of  oxen  in  the  vale, 

1  catch  the  fpirit  of  the  balmy  gale. 

And  from  the  brakes  the  anlwering  thrufhes  ling, 
w  hile  the  grey  owl  fails  by  on  foleinn  wing  ; 

T\or  wonder,  if  when  morning  blooms  again, 

Sn  difcontent.I  quit  the  flowery  plain. 

Thus  the  poor  mariner,  his  traffic  o’er. 

Crouds  ev’ry  fail  to  reach  his  native  fhore. 

With  fmiles  he  marks  the  pennons  flream  to  port* 

And  climbs  the  topmoft  mall  to  eye  the  fort; 

Tim  through  the  mill  the  diftantland  appears. 

And  far  he  flcpes  to  hail  it  with  his  tears ; 

From  foreign  regions,  foreign  faces,  come. 

Anxious  he  feeks  his  much  lov’d  friends  at  home. 

Warm,  and  more  warm,  the  focial  paffion  glows* 

As  near  and  nearer  to  the  place  he  goes  ; 

Quick  beats  his  heart  as  preffing  on  he  lees 
His  own  fair  cottage  canopy’d  with  trees  ; 

For  there,  in  bleiTed  health,  he  hopes  to  find 
His  wife  and  cradled  infant  left  behind  ; 

Panting,  he  plucks  the  latch  that  guards  the  door. 

But  finds  his  wife,  his  cradled  babe,  no  more  ! 

Like  fome  lad  ghoft  he  wanders  o’er  the  green. 

Droops  oh  the  bloftbnLd  wafte,  and  loaths  the  fcene. 

Extra?}  from  an  E  P  I  ii*T  L  E  to  a  Young  Gentleman ,  on  his  hduihy 
addicted  hi  mjelf  to  the  Siudy  of  Poetry .  By  William  Preston,  Efa\ 
from  the  Gentleman*  s  Magazine  for  Sept .  178 1. 

AN  D  wouldff  thou  then  in  talks  of  verfe  engage  ? 

Throbs  thy  young  bofom  with  poetic  rage  i 
Oh,  trull  th’  experienc5d  ;  trull  me,  deareit  boy. 

The  walks  of  Find  us  feldom  lead  to  joy. 

In  rhofe  green  paths,  while  yet  ’tis  morning,  play  3 
Cull  the  wild  flowers  that  rile  along  the  way  ; 

In  chafing  butterflies  confume  thy  prime. 

Adorn  thy  temples  with  the  ihoots  of  rhyme  : 

Awhile  thou  may’ll,  if  thus  thy  fancy  leads  ; 

But  range  not  long  in  thofe  enchanted  meadso 
I  o  grave  purfuits  and  ferious  talks  retire. 

Ere  manhood  riles  to  meridian  fire  ; 

Left  thou  fhould’ft  fee  (the  noon  in  trifling  paft,) 

Thy  fun  defcend  in  poverty  at  laft. 

Yet  Wifdom’s  voice,  thy  foul  did  wifdom  fvvay. 

Would  infant  turn  thy  felf-deluding  way  ; 

Not  one  Ihort  moment  given  to  youthful  heat. 

One  paufe  of  dalliance,  in  the  Mute’s  teat ; 
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Within  their  bowers  a  thoufand  demons  bide, 

A  thoufand  fnakes  within  their  ilow’rets  hide. 

A  plaftic  God  informs  the  Poet’s  mind. 

He  makes  the  beauteous  which  he  does  not  findr 
Difplays  th’  ideal  paradife  around. 

And  (miles  the  barren  heath  to  fairy  ground ; 

Kis  Midas’  hands  ennobled  objects  hold. 

And  feel  and  touch  the  meanelt  drofs  to  gold. 

Ah  fatal  gift,  what  comfort  canft  thou  bring? 

Lefs  to  the  Bard  than  to  the  Lydian  king. 
Attendant  Fancy,  from  the  wilds  of  air. 

Convokes  the  finding  families  of  Fair, 

The  beauteous  elves  that  o’er  creation  rove. 
Delightful  children  of  almighty  Love: 

Prompt,  at  her  call,  the  bright  ideas  throng. 

And  ruih  profufely  through  the  bloomy  fong. 

At  Fancy’s  fide,  the  youn g-ey’d  Paffions  (land. 
Sweet  hlufhing  boys,  in  form,  a  cherub  band  ; 
The  foul  expands,  to  lodge  the  fmiling  train. 

Ah,  little  fearful  of  the  future  pain  1 
Beneath  his  wings  each  veils  a  barbed  dart. 

Till  deep  it  quivers  in  the  bleeding  heart. 

Then  marks,  with  cruel  pride,  his  guilty  fkilk. 
And  flutters  round,  in  wantonnefs  of  ill. 


Still  thou  would’ft  write,-— To  tame  thy  youthfu  1 
Recall  to  life  the  martyrs  of  the  lyre. 

Lo,  every  face  the  lines  of  forrow  bears. 

And  every  wreath  is  wet  with  dropping  tears  i 
Such  deadly  damps  the  verdant  mead  bedew. 

It  feems  funereal  as  the  Stygian  'yew. 

Afk  of  the  train,  and  they  perhaps  may  tell. 

Around  the  bard  what  rifing  comforts  dwell. 

What  ides  of  blifs  he  finds  in  furrow’s  deep. 

What  golden  vifions  chear  his  fatal  deep. 

There  Ovid  mourns,  along  the  Pontic  plain. 

The  Itypklefs  paffion,  and  th’  unguarded  train  ; 

How  frail  and  brief  imperial  friendfhjps  prove. 

What  giddy  perils  wait  imperial  love. 

Once,  the  proud  thing  that  met  a  Julia’s  fires, 

O  nee,  the  gay  tutor  of  the  young  defires ; 

How  faint  and  wonianifh,  to  tears  refign’d, 

The  feeble  numbers  fpeak  th’  enervate  mind. 

His  Julia’s  portrait  all  at  random  calf. 

His  Art  of  Love  is  torn,  and  fcatter’d  o’er  the  wade. 
There  honed  Juvenal,  whofe  manly  page 
Scourg’d  the  rank  vices  of  a  (hamelefs  age  : 
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Swoln  with  the  furfeit  of  luxurious  wealth. 

Proud  Rome  imbib’d  the  bitter  draught  of  health  ; 

And  what  his  portion  ? — read  th’  indignant  ftrain  : 

««  The  lot  of  virtue  *  is  applaufe  and  pain, 

4‘  Ah,  vain  applaufe  !  the  pain  thou  can’ll  not  cure  ; 

<<  Th’  applaufe  is  tranfient,  but  the  pains  endure.” 

And  he  f  who  fitted  to  the  deep-ton’d  lyre 
Polluted  Thebes,  th’  inceftuous  fon  and  fire. 

The  father’s  curfe,  the  brother’s  deathlefs  hate, 

Th’  eternal  fiends  that  Cadmus’  line  await. — 

Mud  the  proud  Mufe,  in  regal  crimfon  dy’d. 

Crouch  at  a  manager’s  intuiting  pride? 

When  Paris’  %  nod  profcrib’d  the  lofty  fong. 

Vain  were  the  fceptred  pall,  and  vain  the  bufkin’d  throng. 

Oh  fplendid  impotence  of  barren  praife! 

No  golden  apples  crown  the  ilarving  bays  §. 

And  hark,  Laberius  ||,  from  the  guilty  flame. 

Mourns  the  fad  remnant  of  dithonour’d  age. 

When  CaTar’s  cruelty,  with  bafe  controul. 

Would  rend  the  feelings  of  a  generous  foul; 

Imperial  fpite  devis’d  the  wounding  tatk. 

The  knight  degraded  in  the  jefler’s  matk  ; 

But  fhame  recoiling  mock’d  th’  infernal  aim, 

Flew  from  the  bard,  and  fmote  the  tyrant’s  name. 

Ambition  bade  young  Petrarch’s  4-  eyes  explore 
The  deep  recelfes  of  the  legal  Itore  ; 

Religion  woo’d  him  to  the  hallow’d  toil 
Of  facred  volumes  by  the  midnigjht  oil  ; 

From  lurid  cells  he  drew,  with  pious  hand. 

The  precious  reliques  of  the  claffic  band. 

*  Probitas  laudatur  &  alget.  p  Statius.  t  Paris,  a  famous  a<5lou 

§  Curritur  ad  vocem  jucundam,  &  carmen  amicae 
Thebaidos,  Ivetam  fecit  cum  Statius  urbem, 

Promifitque  diem,  tanta  dulcedine  captos  ^ 

Afficit  ille  animos,  tantaque  libidine  vulgi 
Auditur  ;  fed  cum  fregit  fubfeliia  verfu, 

Efurit,  intadtam  Paridi  nifi  vendat  Agaven.  Juvenal. 

}j  Julius  Caefar,  by  a  moll  odious  refinement  in  cruelty,  defiring  to  outrage 
the  feelings  of  an  ingenuous  mind,  compelled  Laberius,  a  Roman  knight,  and 
a  poet  of  fome  eminence,  to  perform  a  part  in  a  farce  on  the  public  llage.  His 
fpirited  and  pathetic  lamentation  on  that  occafion  is  ltill  extant,  and  mull  equally 
ewcite  our  elteem  and  compafixon  for  the  poet,  and  our  defoliation  and  contempt 
for  the  tyrant.  ' 

q.  Petrarch  was  defigned  for  the  fludy  of  the  law  by  ms  father,  and  applied 
himfelf,  for  awhile,  with  great  application  to  that  profeflion.  He  afterwards 
went  into  the  church,  and  was  in  great  favour  at  the  Pope  s  couit.  It  is  not 
generally  known,  that  he  was  one  of  the  great  reftoreis  of  ancient  hteiature, 
and  made -a  very  large  colledlion  of  manulcripts  of  the  claflics. 
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Beneath  a  heap  of  Gothic  rubbifh  hurl’d. 

And  mingled  fragments  of  a  waited  world, 

(When,  like  an  earthquake,  the  barbarian^-  hate 
Broke  the  colofius  of  the  Roman  hate). 

For  ages  funk,  the  Mufe  of  Tiber  lay. 

But  Petrarch’s  hand  reveal’d  her  to  the  day. 

Unworthy  paffion  came,  with  bafe  controul. 

And  Ihrunk  the  finews  of  the  mighty  foul  ; 

It  curs'd  his  life,  it  dwindled  all  his  fame. 

It  funk  the  fcholar’s  in  the  lover’s  name. 

What  art  Jhall  footh,  what  counfel  (hall  controul,, 

Th’  eternal  ilorm  of  TaiTo’s  madding  foul  ? 

He  (hone,  unri  vail’d  for  the  fword  and  pen. 

And  curs’d  he  ihone,  beyond  the  lot  of  men. 

Love,  fear,  refentment,  jealoufy,  difdain. 

In  wild  fucceffion  goad  the  tortur’d  brain. 

Might  heavenly  harpings  footh  th’  infernal  band. 

Nor  borrow’d  lyre  he  needs,  nor  David’s  hand,— 

Such  flrains  are  thine : —perturbed  noble  mind, 

"Where  fhak  thou  reft  ?■ — or  where  a  harbour  find  i 
rFhy  days  in  exile  or  in  prifon  paft, 

In  madnefs  muft  thou  feek  repofe  at  laft. 

See  the  bold  Mufe  exulting  Tagus  bore, 

A  wretched  exile  on  a  diftant  fhore. 

Hark,  the  fwart  eaft  unwonted  ftrains  fhall  boaft. 

And  chords  angelic  footh  the  burning  cos  ft, 

From  pain  to  pain  thy  wand  ring  fteps  were  led. 

And  jfhames  and  forrovvs  crowded  on  thy  head  ; 

W  ounds,  want,  and  chains  thy  foul  by  turns  elTay4. 

And,  worft  and  laft,  a  petty  tyrant’s  fway  : 

Such  was  thy  lot,  Camoens ;  and  fortune’s  hate 
Had  mark’d  thy  numbers  for  a  filent  fate; 

But  thy  ftrong  hand  her  envious  rage  defy’d. 

And  fnatch’d  thy  glory  from  the  oblivious  tide; 

High  o’er  his  head  th*  immortal  tome  he  bore. 

And  ftem’d  the  faucy  main,  and  proudly  gain’d  the  fhore.*— t 
Uluftrious  poet,  what  returns  of  praife. 

What  beams  of  comfort  cfcear  thy  clofing  days  ? 

An  hofpital  receives  th5  indignant  bard. 

And  beggars’  alms  the  facred  fong  reward. 

Alas,  how  little  can  the  vulgar  eyes 
Revere  the  poet,  through  the  mean  difguife 
Of  abjed  want,  and  own  th’  aetherial  flame, 

And  hail  the  nurfeling  of  eternal  fame  ! 

1  hus,  at  fome  mafque,  unhonour’d  and  unknown*, 

A  prince  is  fhrouded  in  the  palmer’s  gown. 
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An  ODE  in  Imitation  of  Alcjeus. 

Ov  Aifiot,  aoe  |vA«,  »o'a 
’Tiyv'f]  Teh ovuiv  ai  'i roAe<s  enj^v, 

’AAA’  •07T8  -sror’  av  fatV  ANAPES 
A irh<;  ccjfcetv  evAjte?, 

^aflccv^cc  Tei%/1  ylj  7roA«?«  , 

Alc.  quoted  by  Aristides. 

WH  AT  conftitutes  a  ftate? 

Not  high-rais’d  battlement  or  labour’d  mound. 
Thick  wall  or  moated  gate  ; 

Not  cities  proud  with  fpires  and  turrets 'crown’d  ; 

Not  bays  and  broad-arm’d  ports,  .  - 

Where,  laughing  at  the  ftorm,  rich  navies  ride  ; 

Not  ftarr’d  and  fpangled  courts. 

Where  low-brovv’d  bafenefs  wafts  perfume  to  pride. 

No: — Men,  high-minded  Men,  , 

With  pow’rs  as  far  above  dull  brutes  endued 
In  foreft,  brake,  or  den, 

As  beads  excel  cold  rocks  and  brambles  rude  ; 

Men,  who  their  duties  know. 

But  know  their  rights,  and,  knowing,  dare  maintain. 

Prevent  the  long-aim’d  blow. 

And  cruth  the  tyrant  while  they  rend  the  chain: 

Thefe  conllitute  a  ftate, 

And  fov’reign  Law,  that  fate's  colleSied  will. 

O’er  thrones  and  globes  elate 
Sits  Emprefs,  crowning  good,  reprefling  ill ; 

Smit  by  her  facred  frown 
The  fiend  Difcretion  like  a  vapour  finks. 

And  e’en  th1  ail-dazzling  Crown 
Hides  his  faint  rays,  and  at  her  bidding  fhrinks. 

Such  was  this  heav’n-lov’d  ifle. 

Than  Lefbos  fairer  and  the  Cretan  fhore  t 
No  more  fnali  Freedom  fimle? 

Shall  Britons  languifh,  and  be  Men  no  more? 

Since  all  mult  life  refign, 

Thofe  fweet  rewards,  which  decorate  the  brave, 

’T.is  folly  to  decline. 

And  fteal  inglorious  to  the  file.nt  grave. 

As  ER  G  AVENKY, 

March  31,  1781. 
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H  O  N  O  R  I  A,  or  the  Day  of  All  Souls,  a  Psm* 

By  Mr*  Jbrningham. 


The  Scene  of  the  following  little  Poem  is  fuppofed  to  he  in  the  great  Church 
of  St.  Ambroie  at  Milan  the  fecond  of  November,  on  which  Day  tbs 
mojl  folemn  Office  is  performed  for  the  Repofe  of  the  Dead . 


YE  hallow’d  bells,  whofe  voices  thro’  the  air 
The  awful  fummons  of  affliclion  bear: 

Ye  {lowly-waving  banners  of  the  dead. 

That  o’er  yon  altar  your  dark  horrors  fpread  ; 

Ye  curtain’d  lamps,  whofe  mitigated  ray 
Calls  round  the  fane,  a  pale,  relu&ant  day: 

Ye  walls,  ye  {brines,  by  melancholy  dreft. 

Well  do  ye  fait  the  falhion  of  my  bread ! 

Have  I  not  loll  what  language  can’t  unfold. 

The  form  of  valour  cad  in  Beauty’s  mould  ! 

Th’  intrepid  youth  the  path  of  battle  tried. 

And  foremoll  in  the  hour  of  peril  died. 

Nor  was  I  prefent  to  bewail  his  fate. 

With  pity’s  lenient  voice  to  foothe  his  Hate, 

To  watch  his  looks,  to  read  while  death  flood  bya 
The  laft  exprdfion  of  his  parting  eye. 

But  other  duties,  other  cares  impend. 

Cares  that  beyond  the  mournful  grave  extend  * 

Now,  now  I  view  conven’d  the  pious  train, 

Whofe  bofom  lorrows  at  another’s  pain. 

While  recollection  pleafingly  fevere 
Wakes  for  the  awful  dead  the  filent  tear. 

And  pictures  (as  to  each  her  fway  extends) 

The  facred  forms  of  lovers,  parents,  friends. 

Now  Charity  a  fiery  feraph  Itands 
Belide  yon  altar,  with  uplifted  hands. 

Yet,  can  this  high  folemnity  of  grief 
Yield  to  the  youth  I  love  the  wilh’d  relief  ? 

Thefe  rites  of  death— Ah  !  what  can  they  avail  ? 

Honorius  died  beyond  the  hallow’d  pale.  1 

.  Plung’d  in  the  gulph  of  fear — diflrefsful  Hate  ! 

My  anxious  mind  dares  not  enquire  his  fate : 

Yet  why  defpond?  cou’d  one  flight  error  roll 
A  flood  of  poifon  o’er  the  healthful  foul? 

Had  not  thy  virtues  full  fuflicing  pow’r 
To  clear  thee  in  the  dread  recording  hour  ? 

Hid  they  before  the  judge  abalh’d  remain  ? 

Pid  they,  weak  advocates,  all  plead  in  vain? 
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By  love,  by  piety,  by  reafon  taught. 

My  foul  revolts  at  the  blafpheming  thought; 

Sure  in  the  bread  to  pure  religion  true. 

Where  Virtue’s  templed,  God  is  templed  too. 

Then  while  th’  augud  proceffion  moves  along, 
’Midft  fwelling  organs,  and  the  pomp  of  fong ; 
While  the  dread  chaunt.  Hill  true  to  Nature’s  laws. 
Is  deepen’d  by  the  terror-breathing  paufe ; 

While  ’midd  encircling  clouds  of  incenfe  loft 
The  trembling  prieft  upholds  the  facred  boji  ; 

Amid  thefe  fcenes  fhail  1  forget  my  l'uit  i 
Amid  thefe  fcenes  fhail  I  alone  be  mute  ? 

Nor  to  the  footfteps  of  the  throne  above 
Breathe  the  warm  requiem  to  the  youth  I  love? 

Now  filence  reigns  along  the  gloomy  fane. 

And  wraps  in  dread  repofe  the  paufing  drain  : 

When  next  it  burds  my  humble  voice  I’ll  join, 
Difclofe  my  trembling  wifh  at  Mercy’s  fhrine. 
Unveil  my  anguilh  to  the  throne  above. 

And  figh  the  requiem  to  the  youth  I  love. 

— Does  fancy  mock  me  with  a  falfe  delight. 

Or  does  foine  hallow’d  vifion  cheer  my  fight  ? 
Methinks,  emerging  from  the  gloom  below, 

Th’  immortal  fpirits  leave  the  houfe  of  woe  ! 
Inlhrin’d  in  Glory’s  beams  they  reach  the  Iky, 

While  choral  fongs  of  triumph  burd  from  high! 
See,  at  the  voice  of  my  accorded  pray’r. 

The  radiant  youth  afcend  the  fields  of  air  1 
Behold  ! — He  mounts  unutterably  bright, 

Cloath’d  in  the  fun-robe  of  unfading  light! 
Applauding  feraphs  hail  him  on  his  way, 

&nd  lead  him  to  the  gates  of  everlading  day. 
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Account  of- Books  for  1781. 


Philological  Inquiries  ;  by  James 
Harris,  Bjq\  2  ajois.  Svo. 

IN  an  eminent  rank  amongft 
the  productions  of  this  year  is 
ft  treatife,  entitled,  Philological  In¬ 
quiries,  by  the  celebrated  author 
of  Hermes.  A  performance  of 
Shis  kind  appears  to  be  moil  fuit- 
able  to,  and  what  might  naturally 
Jiave  been  expe&ed  from  the  clofe 
of  a  life,  fpent  in  the  purfuit  of 
knowledge,  and  in  habits  of  deep 
and  fpeculatife  difquifitions.  It 
jis  principally  conv.erfant  with  cri¬ 
tical  and  historical  rehedlions,  and 
implies  rather  a  judicial  review  of 
acquirements  already  made,  than 
2  laborious  inveiligation  of  new 
iubje&s  :  it  embraces  a  wide  com- 
pafs  of  learning,  and  abounds  in 
a  variety  of  fuch  deep  and  philo- 
fophical  remarks,  as  difplay  the 
folidity  and  penetration  of  a  judg¬ 
ment,  evidently  formed  in  the 
fchool  of  Ariftotle. 

It  has  been  frequently  and  juft> 
]y  regretted,  that  a  depth  of  eru¬ 
dition  is  by  no  means  the  greatdl 
praife  of  modern  writings  ;  and 
that  it  is  more  the  fafhion,  perhaps 
from  a  vain  afFedlation  of  origina¬ 
lity,  to  admire  the  illegitimate 
productions  of  fancy,  than  to  .re¬ 
cur  for  juft  principles  to  the  pure 
models  of  antiquity.  This  gene¬ 


ral  failure,  and  contempt  for  an¬ 
tique  literature,  Mr.  Harris  w idl¬ 
ed  earneftly  to  remove,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  he  has  laboured  with 
fbme  degree  of  fuccefs,  efpecially 
when  we  ccnkder  the  great  popu¬ 
larity  of  his  writings,  although 
profeifedly  founded  upon  the  Greek 
philofophy,  and  imitative  in  a  clofe 
degree  of  the  manner  of  Ariftotle  : 
indeed  it  is  the  opinion  of  feme, 
that  in  this  laft  inftance  he  has 
gone  further  than  the  genius  of 
the  English  language  feems  to  ad¬ 
mit.  However,  any  peculiarity  of 
this  fort  is  abundantly  compen- 
fated  by  an  accuracy  and  precifion 
peculiar  to  himfelf ;  and  if  our 
ingenious  author  hath  not,  upon 
this  occafion,  entered  fo  deeply 
into  logic  and  metaphyfics,  as  he 
has  done  in  his  former  more  ela¬ 
borate  productions,  it  is  to  be  re¬ 
membered  that  the  nature  of  the 
prefent  work  did  not  demand  it  ; 
and  it  is  a  circumftance  fo  far  in 
its  favour,  that  it  is  thereby  ren¬ 
dered  of  more  general  ufe,  as  it 
prefeftes  to  inftrudl  by  example, 
and  not  by  demonltration,  and 
exhibits  a  feries  of  conclu lions,  ra¬ 
ther  than  the  principles,  upon 
which  thofe  conclusions  are  found¬ 
ed. 

That  happy  method  of  arrange¬ 
ment  which  diftinguiihes  the  works 
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of  Mr.  Harris,  is  perhaps  no  where 
more  eminently  diicoverable  than 
in  this  treatile  :  in  it  he  has  in¬ 
troduced  a  great  variety  of  fub- 
jeds.  and  by  an  eafy  mode  of 
tranution  has  reconciled  and  re¬ 
duced  to  a  fyftem  and  co  an  unity 
of  defign  matters,  which,  if  conii- 
dered  in  a  feparate  view,  would 
appear  of  a  nature  perfectly  extra¬ 
neous.  The  author’s  own  words 
will  convey  to  the  reader  the  moll 
adequate  idea  of  the  plan  of  his 
work. 

'*  The  treatife,  which  follows, 
ff<r  is  of  the  philological  kind,  and 
c<  will  confift  of  three  parts,  pro- 
<f  perly  diftind  from  each  other. 

“  1  he  firft  will  be  an  invefti- 
t(  gaticn  of  the  rife  and  different 
“  fpecies  of  criticifm,  and  cri- 
tc  tics. 

“  The  fecond  will  be  an  illuf- 
e<  tration  of  critical  dodrlnes  and 
4 4  principles,  as  they  appear  in 
fi  dillin^uifhed  authors,  as  well 

O 

et  antient  as  modern. 

<c  The  third  and  laft  part  will 
<c  be  rather  hiftoriCal  than  criti- 
**'  cal,  being  an  EfTay  on  the  Take 
“  and  Literature  of  the  middle 
“  Age.” 

In  fpeaking  of  the  origin  of 
criticifm  he  illuftrates  his  dodrine 
by  a  very  appofite  and  iu biins e 
analogy. — “  As  the  great  events 
“  of  nature  led  men  to  admira- 
te  tion,  fo  curiofity  to  learn  the 
<f  caufe,  whence  fuch  events 
“  fhould  arife,  was  that,  which, 

by  due  degrees,  formed  natural 
“  philofophy.  What  happened 
sC  in  the  natural  world,  happen- 
ef  ed  alfo  in  the  literary.  Exqui- 
*e  fite  produdions  both  in  prole 
**  and  verfe  induced  men  here 
il  like  wife  to  feek  the  caafe  ;  and 
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“  fuch  inquiries,  often  repeated, 
“  gave  birth  to  philology. 

“  Philology  lhould  hence  appear 
f<  to  be  of  a  moil  comprehend ve 
“  charader,-  and  to  include  not 
(e  only  all  accounts  both  of  critic 
“  cifm  and  critics,  but  of  every 
“  thing  connected  with  letters, 
tf  be  it  fpeculative,  or  hiftori- 
“  cal.” 

Agreeable  to  this  introduction, 
he  diftinguifhes  the  general  word 
criticifm,  by  three  different  fpe¬ 
cies  ; — the  Philofopbical ,  the  Hijlo - 
ricalt  and  the  Correcii've .  By 
the  Philofopbical ,  he  means  that 
original  criticifm,  which  is  a 
deep  and  philofopbical  fearch  into 
the  primary  laws  and  elements 
of  good  writing,  as  far  as  they 
could  be  collected  front  the  moll 
approved  performances.” 

To  prove  that  this  fpecies  of 
criticifm  was  fubfeq'uenc  to,  and 
not  productive  of  the  firft  good 
writing ;  that  there  mull  have 
been  good  authors  who  made  the 
firft  good  critics,  and  not  critics 
who  made  the  firft  good  authors, 
Mr.  Harris  argues  thus.  Can 
i(  we  doubt  that  men  had  mufic, 
u  fuch  indeed  as  it  was,  before 

the  principles  of  harmony  were 
ts  eftablifhed  into  a  fcience  ?  that 
“  difeafes  were  healed  and  build* 
*e  ings  ereded  before  medicine, 
ec  and  architedure  were  fyftema- 
“  tized  into'  arts  ?  that  men  rea- 
tf  foned  and  harangued  upon  mat« 
ei  ters  of  fpeculation  and  pradice, 
4f  long  before  there  were  profelt 
c<  teachers  of  logic  or  rhetoric  ?” 

He  accounts  for  the  origin  of 
the  fecond  fpecies,  or  the  hiji erica! , 
in  a  manner  the  moft  fatisfadory. 

- <e  We  know  from  .experience, 

<c  that  in  progrefs  of  time,  lan- 
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*•«  guages,  cuftorns,  manners,  laws, 
*e  government,  and  religions 

change.  The  Macedonian  ty- 
*4  ranny,  after  the  fatal  battle  of 
#<  Chccronea,  wrought  much  of 
ts  this  kind  in  Greece  and  the 

Roman  tyranny  after  the  fatal 
tc  battles  of  Pharfalia  and  Phi  - 
**  lippi,  carried  it  throughout  the 
“  known  world.  Hence  there- 
**  fore  of  things  obfoiete,  the 
et  names  became  obfoiete  alfo,-— 
_«*  and  authors  who  in  their  own 
**  age  were  intelligible  and  eafy, 
ft  in  after  days  grew  difficult  and 
**  obfcure.  Here  then  we  be- 

hold  the  rife  of  a  fecond  race 

of  critics,  the  tribe  of  fcho- 
4<  liafts,  commentators,  and  ex- 
te  planners.” 

With  regard  to  the  third  and 
remaining  fpecies  of  crkicifm,  it 
is  obferved,  that  as  all  antient 
books  were  preferved  by  tranfcrip- 
tion,  they  were  liable  through  ig¬ 
norance,  negligence,  or  fraud  to 
be  corrupted  either  by  retrench¬ 
ings,  by  additions,  or  alterations. 
- — To  remedy  thefe  evils,  a  third 
fort  of  criticifm  arofe,  and  that 
was  the  Criticifm  CorreSii've.  The 
bu fine fs  of  this  fpecies  was  to  col¬ 
late  ail  the  various  copies  of  au¬ 
thority,  and  from  the  variety  of 
different  readings  in  fuch  copies, 
to  eftablilh  by  good  reafons  either 
the  true,  or  mod  probable  one. 

In  treating  thefe  three  diftind 
branches  of  general  criticifm,  our 
author  has  accurately  developed 
their  rife  and  progrefs,  from  the 
earlieft  ages  of  antiquity  to  the 
prefent  times. 

In  the  fecond  part  of  the  work, 
the  author,  agreeable  to  his  plan, 
illuifrates  fcveral  critical  princi¬ 
ples,  as  they  appear  in  diftinguiih- 
ed  authors,  as  well  antient,  \  as 
mod.rn.  The  maxim  he  lays 


down  as  the  foundation  of  all  cri¬ 
tical  knowledge  or  talle  is,  to 
ieek  the  caufe  or  reafon>  as  often 
as  we  feel  the  works  of  art  and 
ingenuity  a  he  61  us.  A  variety  of 
illuftrative  inftances  are  here  pro¬ 
duced,  and  the  principal  effedts 
of  poetry  and  painting  are  afcrib- 
ed  to  an  opposition  of  contrary  in¬ 
cidents,  or  to  an  accumulation  of 
many  that  are  fimilar  and  conge¬ 
nial.  Examples  of  the  efFeds 
arifmg  both  from  oppofition  and 
combination  of  incidents,  are  tak¬ 
en  from  the  works  of  the  belt 
poets  and  painters,  and  hand  as 
tehs  of  the  truth  of  the  principles 
the  mfe  Ives. 

Arittotle’s  definitions  of  a  whole 
and  its  parts  are  followed  by  Mr. 
Harris,  and  are  treated  as  efien- 
tials  to  the  conhituting  of  a  legi¬ 
timate  work.  But  here  our  au¬ 
thor  goes  further  than  his  great 
guide  and  matter,  and  maintains 
that  this  theory  is  perfedtly  appli¬ 
cable  and  effential  to  the  minutefi: 
works,  as  well  as  to  an  epic  poem  ; 
in  fupport  of  which  pofuion,  an 
argument  is  drawn  from  Nature 
herfelf,  which  Art  is  faid  to  imi¬ 
tate.- — Not  only  the  unlverfe 
is  one  hupendous  whole,  but  fuch 
alfo  is  a  tree,  a  Ihrub,  a  flower  ; 
fuch  thofe  things,  which,  without 
the  aid  of  glaffes,  even  efcape  our 
perception  — Qualls  ab  incepto 
Jimplex  duntaxat  et  union,  is  a  rule, 
according  to  Mr.  Harris,  applica¬ 
ble  to  every  literary  produdion, 
of  whatever  fiarnp  or  charader. 
In  purfuing  this  Inquiry,  he  is 
led  to  the  confideration  of  Senti¬ 
ment,  and  as  Sentiment,  and 
Manners,  naturally  rife  out  of  the 
fable  in  dramatic  writings,  he 
proceeds  to  a  difquifition  concern¬ 
ing  the  Drama,  adopting  the  Ari- 
flotelic  divifion  of  it  into  its  four 
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great  conflituent  parts — the  Fable 
— the  Manners — the  Sentiment — 
and  the  Didion  :  to  theie  may  be 
added  the  fcenery  and  the  mufic. 
Of  each  of  thefe  he  treats  feveraily 
and  at  large,  and  concludes  the 
iecond  part  of  his  work  with  a  vin¬ 
dication  of  rules  in  oppofiiion  to 
thofe,  who  affirm  that  they  cramp 
Genius,  and  abridge  it  of  certain 
principles. 

The  third  and  laft  part  of  thefe 
inquiries  is  an  Effay  on  the  1  site 
and  Literature  of  the  middle  Age; 
a  period  of  near  a  thoufand  years, 
and  comprizing  the  interval  be¬ 
tween  the  fall  of  the  Weftern  or 
Latin  empire  in  the  fifth  century, 
and  the  Ealiern  or  Grecian  in  the 
fifteenth. 

There  are  three  clafles  of  men 
confpicuous  during  this  dark  in¬ 
terval —  the  Byzantine  Greeks — 
the  Saracens  or  Arabians — and  the 
Latins  or  Franks,  inhabitants  of 
Weftern  Europe.  Each  of  thefe 
clafles  is  in  the  prefent  work  con- 
fidered  apart,  and  the  whole  dif- 
quifltion  is  judicioufly  interfperfed 
with  a  variety  of  historical  anec¬ 
dotes,  and  fpecimens  of  manners, 
which  befides  being  entertaining, 
moft  exactly  and  befb  exhibit  the 
character  of  the  times. 

Our  author  gives  the  precedence 
in  this  inquiry  to  the  Greeks  of 
Conftantinople,  and  bellows  the 
higheft  encomiums  on  the  ufeful 
labours  of  Simplicius  and  Amrno- 
nius,  Greek  authors  who  flourifh- 
ed  at  Athens  during  the  fixth  cen¬ 
tury.  They  are  both  well  known 
for  their  valuable  comments  on 
Ariftotle.  Mr.  Harris  fays,  it  is 
difficult  to  determine,  to  what  age 
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we  fliall  adjudge  the  two  philo(o- 
phers  juft  mentioned  ;  “  whether* 
to  ufe  his  own  words,  to  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  a  bafer  age,  or  ra¬ 
ther,  if  we  regard  their  merit,  to 
the  conclufion  of  a  purer.  If  we 
arrange  them  with  the  conclufion, 
it  is  as  Brutus  and  Cafiius  were 
called  the  lail  of  the  Romans.”  • 

In  this  part  of  his  work  our  au¬ 
thor  is  led  into  a  digreflion,  appa¬ 
rently  from  his  pure  veneration 
and  love  for  the  fubjed:  of  it,  in 
which  he  gives  a  fhort  hiftoricat 
account  of  Athens  *.  He  traces, 
with  the  fpirit  and  accuracy  of  a 
perfon  concerned,  the  good  and 
bad  fortune,  the  political  and  li¬ 
terary  Hate  of  that  once  flourish¬ 
ing  feat  of  letters  and  of  elegance, 
from  the  time  of  her  Perfiaa 
triumphs  to  that  of  her  becoming 
fubjed  to  the  Turks.  He  then 
refumes  the  thread  of  his  ftory,  and 
gives  us  a  long  lilt  of  Byzantine 
icholars,  with  critical  remarks  on 
their  works.  Much  praife  is  be¬ 
llowed  on  Suidas,  Stobaeus,  Pho«- 
tius  and  others,  who  were  the  re¬ 
maining  luminaries  of  a  darker 
age  ;  to  whofe  labours  and  inge¬ 
nuity  the  caufe  of  letters  is  much 
indebted  for  the  prefervation  and 
ill u lira tion  of  feveral  precious  re¬ 
mains  of  antiquity. 

In  the  detail  of  this  period  we 
trace  the  gradual  decline  of  hu¬ 
manity  and  good  letters;  although, 
an  extrad  given  by  our  author 
from  the  Hiftory  of  Nicetas  the 
Chroniate  proves,  that  a  tails  for 
the  fine  arts  had  not  entirely  de¬ 
ferred  the  imperial  city  even  in 
the  thirteenth  century.  This  hif- 
torian  very  feelingly  laments  the, 


*  See  p.  148 — 163  of  this  volume  (ad  Part), 
and  alio  two  other  extracts  from  our  author. 


where  this  accaunt  is  infer  ted, 

violence 
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violence  committed  upon  feveral 
noble  llatues  by  the  Barbarians  of 
Baldwyn’s  crufade  in  1205,  parti¬ 
cularly  upon  one  of  moil  exquisite 
work  man  ill  ip  reprefen  ting  Helen. 

Thefe  teftimonies  of  a  fenfe  of 
refinement,  and  of  a  knowledge  of 
the  Arts  being  extant  among  the 
Greeks,  are  carried  to  a  kill  later 
period,  almok  until  the  fatal  time 
when  Conflantinople  was  taken  by 
the  Turks.  Our  author  obferves, 
that  New  Rome,  or  Conkantino- 
ple,  fubfifted  from  its  foundation 
to  its  capture,,  nearly  the  fame 
number  of  years  with  Old  Rome; 
and  that  between  Romulus,  the 
founder  of  Old  Rome,  and  the  Go¬ 
thic  A  lari  c,  who  took  it,  was  an 
interval  of  about*  eleven  hundred 
years ;  and  that  there  was  nearly 
the  fame  interval  between  Conftan- 
tine  and  Mahomet  the  Great. 

Happily  for  mankind  the  fate 
of  literature  was  not  c-ompleatly 
involved  with  that  of  Conftantino- 
ple.  For  the  number  of  learned 
Greeks,  which  this  event  drove 
into  the  weftern  parts  of  Europe; 
the  favobr  and  protection  of  the 
popes,  and  of  the  family  of  the 
Medici,  together  with  the  recent 
invention  of  printing,  tended  to 
promote  the  caufe  of  knowledge 
and  of  take,  and  to  put  things 
into  that  train,  in  which,  adds 
our  author,  we  hope  they  may 
long  continue. 

The  fecond  clafs  of  Geniufes 
during  the  middle  age  recorded 
in  this  work,  includes  the  Ara¬ 
bians  or  Saracens  ;  they  are  re¬ 
present  ed  to  have  been  originally 
an  ignorant  race  of  mortals,  as  is 
amply  demonftrated  by  the  demo¬ 
lition  of  the  famous  library  at 
Alexandria,  and  by  other  fla¬ 
grant  inftances  of  the  moil  itupid 
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barbarity.  However,  philofophy 
and  a  take  for  the  arts  having  once 
gained  admittance  to  this  people; 
tokened  by  degrees  their  native 
wildnefs  to  an  eminent  pitch  of  ci¬ 
vilization  and  humanity. 

Mr.  Harris,  fpeaking  of  Alman¬ 
za  r,  who  was  the  flrft  of  the  race 
of  the  Abafudte,  fays,  <(  that  he 
was  not  only  a  great  conqueror,- 
bat  a  lover  of  letters  and  of  learned 
men.  ft  was  under  him  that  Ara¬ 
bian  literature,  which  had  been 
at  firk  confined  to  medicine,  and 
a  few  other  branches,  was  extend¬ 
ed  to  fciences  of  almok  every  de¬ 
nomination.5’  In  another  place, 
**  The  rapid  victories  of  thefe 
eaftern  conquerors  foon  carried 
the;r  empire  from  Aha  even  into 
the  remote  regions  of  Spain.  Let¬ 
ters  followed  them  as  they  went. 
Plato,  Ariftotle,  and  their  befc 
Greek  commentators  were  foon 
translated  into  Arabic;  fa  were 
Euclid,  Archimedes,  Apollonius; 
Diophantus,  and  other  Greek 
mathematicians;  fo  Hippocrates, 
Galen,  and  the  bek  proieiTors  of 
medicine  ;  fo  Ptolemy,  and  the 
noted  writers  on  aftronomy.  The 
ffudy  of  thefe  produced  others  like 
them  ;  produced  others,  who  not 
only  explained  them  in  Arabic 
comments,  but  compofed  tbem- 
felves  original  pieces  upon  the  fame 
principles,” 

This  detail  gives  us  a  high  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  variety  and  extent  of 
their  learning,  and  particularly  of 
their  poetry,  which  they  cultivated 
with  ardour  and  fuccefs.  We  have 
like  wife  in  this  work  feveral  fam- 
ples  of  their  manners,  tending  upon 
the  whole  to  imp  refs  upon  the  read¬ 
er  favourable  ideas  of  the  hofpita- 
lity,  bravery,  affability,  and  juftice 
of  this  peoole. 

The 
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The  Latins  or  Franks,  which 
are  included  in  the  third  and  laft 
clafs  which  our  author  gives  an 
account  of,  exhibit  a  melancholy 
view  of  ignorance  and  fuperilition. 
To  ufe  Mr.  Harris’s  own  words, 
««  it  wasliterally  theageof  Monkery 
and  Legends;  of  Leotine  verfe  ; 
(that  is  of  bad  Latin  put  into 
rhime)  of  projects  to  decide  truth 
by  plough-fhares  and  battoons;  of 
cruiades  to  conquer  infidels  and 
extirpate  heretics,  &c.:> 

“  However,  amongft  the  thickeft 
of  this  gloom,  gleams  of  light,  and 
geniufes  fuperior  to  all  difficulties, 
frequently  darted  forth,  and  anti¬ 
cipating  the  common  progrels  of 
nature,  refcued  even  thofe  times 
from  the  charge  of  an  entire  want 
of  learning  or  take.5’ 


The  Hi  ft  cry  of  Exglijh  Poetry ,  from 
the  Clo/e  of  the  Eleventh  to  the 
Commencement  of  the  Eighteenth 
Century •  To  which  are  prefixed 
T wo  DiJJertations :  J .  On  the 
Origin  of  Romantic  Fiction  in 
Europe.  2.  On  the  Introduction 
of  Learning  into  England,  i  a- 
lume  III.  4 to:  To  this  Volume  is 
prefixed  a  third  Differ t at ioti ,  on  the 
Gefta  Romanorum.  By  Tho¬ 
mas  Warton,  B.  D.  Fellow  cf 
Trinity  College ,  Oxford,  and  cf 
the  Society  of  Antiquaries ,  and 
late  Profejfor  of  Poetry  in  the 
Vniverfity  of  Oxford. 

OF  the  two  preceding  volumes 
cf ‘this  work,  we  have  given 
an  account  in  our  Annual  Regi'ler 
for  1778,  in  which  the  Author  has 
brought  the  hiftory  of  our  poetry 
down  to  the  beginning  of  the  fix- 
teenth  century. 

Much  labour  and  fagacity,  qua¬ 


lities  which  Mr.  War  ten  feems  to 
poffefs  in  an  eminent  degree,  were 
neceffary  to  enter  into  an  investi¬ 
gation  of  fo  intricate  a  nature  as 
that  of  our  poetry  in  her  rude  and 
gothic  ft  ate.  It  is  through  the 
minute  changes  of  manners,  ha¬ 
bits,  and  cuftoms,  that  we  muff 
trace  her  progress,  in  order  to 
catch  her  ruling  features  and  cha¬ 
racter,  during  the  different  periods 
of  her  improvement.  Nor  muff: 
we  exped  10  find  in  her,  frequent 
or  ftriking  alterations.  For  from 
the  day  of  funfhine  which  Chaucer 
bellowed  upon  us,  to  the  time  ofc 
the  Reformation,  our  poetry  gain¬ 
ed  but  little  ground.  Not  that 
our  anceftors  during  this  interval 
were  totally  ignorantrof  the  learn¬ 
ed  languages,  or  of  thofe  models  of 
antiquity  which  afterwards  wrought 
fo  marvellous  a  change;  but  be- 
caufe  they  were  fo  overwhelmed 
with  fophiftry,  fuperftition,  and 
with  that  extravagant  mode  of 
thinking  which  accompanied  the 
romantic  and  credulous  temper  of 
the  times,  that  the  purer  fources  of 
antiquity,  and  the  humaniores  lit  era y 
were  overpowered  and  loft  in  the 
vortex. 

To  the  volume  now  before  us^ 
which  contains  the  hiftory  of  our 
poetry  from  the  commencement  to 
the  clofe  of  the  fixteenth  century, 
our  author  has  prefixed  a  differ- 
tation  on  a  Latin  compilation  of 
tales  and  legends,  entitled  Gesta 
Romanorum,  wrote  by  Petrus 
Berchorius ,  or  Peter  Bercheuty  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Poitou,  and  who  died  prior 
of  the  Benediftine  convent  of  St. 
Eloi  at  Paris,  in  the  year  1362. 
The  account  our  author  gives  us 
of  this  work  is  as  follows. 

*'  The  Gesta  Romanorum 
werefirft  printed  without  date/but 

as 
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as  it  is  fuppofed  before  or  about  the 
year  1473,  f°bo,  with  this  title, 
Incipiunt  Historie  Notabiles 
college  ex  Gestis  RomanoruM 
et  quihufdam  aliis  libris  cum  appli- 
cationibus  eorundem* .  This  edition 
has  one  hundred  and  fifty-two 
chapters,  or  gests,  and  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  feventeen  leaves  f .  It  is 
in  the  Gothic  letter,  and  in  two 
columns.  The  hrft  chapter  is  of 
King  Pompey,  and  the  laft  of 
prince,  or  king,  Cleonicus.  The 
initials  are  written  in  red  and  blue 
Ink.  This  edition,  flightly  muti¬ 
lated,  is  among  Bifhop  Tanner’s 
printed  books  in  the  Bodleian  li¬ 
brary.  The  reverend  and  learned 
Dodlor  Farmer,  Mailer  of  Ema¬ 
nuel  college  in  Cambridge,  has 
the  fecond  edition,  as  it  feems, 
printed  at  Louvain,  in  quarto, 
the  fame  or  the  fubfequent  year, 
by  John  de  Weftfalia,  under  the 
title.  Ex  Gestis  Roma  norum 
Historie  Notabiles  de  <vicizs 
*virtutibufque  trattantes  cum  applica 
tionibus  moralijatis  et  myfhcis .  And 
with  this  colophon,  Gesta  Ro¬ 
ma  n  0  r  u  m  cum  quibujdam  aliis 
His  torus  eijdem  annexis  ad  mo- 
Ralitates  diiucide  redatta  hie 
jinem  habent .  dpuas,  diligenter  cor- 
rettis  aliorum  njiciis,  imprest  Joan  - 
mes  de  W  ejlfalia  in  alma  V niverjitate 
LouajanienJu  It  has  one  hundred 
and  eighty-one  chapters  J.  That 
is,  twenty-nine  more  than  are 


contained  in  the  former  edition  i 
the  firft  of  the  additional  chapters 
being  the  ftory  of  Antioch  us,  or 
the  fubftance  of  the  romance  of 
Apollonius  of  Tyre.  The 
initials  are  inferted  in  red  ink  ||. 
Another  followed  foon  afterwards, 
in  quarto.  Ex  Gestis  Romano- 
rum  Hiflorie  notabiles  moralizates , 
per  Girardum  Lieu,  Gov  dm,  1480. 
The  next  edition,  with  the  ufe  of 
which  I  have  been  politely  favour¬ 
ed  by  George  Mafon,  Efquire,  of 
Aldenham -Lodge  in  Hertford  - 
fhire,  was  printed  in  folio,  and  in 
the  year  1488,  with  this  title, 
Gesta  Rhomanorum  cum  Ap- 
plicationibus  ?noralifatis  et  mifticis. 
The  colophon  is.  Ex  Gestis 
Rom  A  norum  cum  pluribus  appli~ 
catis  Hijloriis  de  'virtutibus  et  viais 
myjltce  ad  intellettum  iranjj’umptis 
Recollettorii  Jinis.  Anno  nre  jaiutis 
mcccclxxx  viij  kalendas  evero  fg- 
bruarii  xviij.  A  general,  and 
alphabetical  table,  are  fubjoined* 
The  book,  which  is  printed  in 
two  columns,  aod  in  the  Gothic 
character,  abounding  with  abbre¬ 
viations,  contains  ninety  -  three 
leaves.  The  initials  are  written 
or  ftourifhed  in  red  and  blue,  and 
all  the  capitals  in  the  body  of  the 
text  are  miniated  with  a  pen. 
There  were  many  other  later  edi¬ 
tions  §.  I  mull  add,  that  the  Gesta 
Romanorum  were  tranilated  into 
Dutch,  fo  early  as  the  year  1484,, 


*  Much  the  fame  title  occurs  to  a  manufeript  of  this  work  in  the  Vatican, 
Hi  (tor  135  Notabiles  colledtx  ex  Geltis  Romanorum  et  quibufdam  aliis  libris 
“  cum  explicati'onibtis  eorundem.”  Montfauq.  Bibi.  Manuscr.  tom.  t, 
pag.  17.  Numb.  172. 

f  Without  initials,  paging,  fignatures,  or  catch- words. 

|  The  fir  ft  is  of  King  Pompey,  as  before.  The  laft  is  entitled  Dr  Adul* 

TERIO. 

|j  It  has  fignatures  to  K  k. 

§  For  which  lee  fupr.  vol.  ii.  p.  15, 

There 
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There  is  an  old  French  verfion  in 
the  Britifh  Mufeum. 

This  work  is  compiled  from  the 
obfolete  Latin  chronicles  of  the 
later  Roman  or  rather  German 
ftory,  heightened  by  romantic  in¬ 
ventions,  from  Legends  of  the 
Saints,  oriental  apologues,  and 
many  of  the  Shorter  fiClitious  nar¬ 
ratives  which  came  into  Europe 
with  the  Arabian  literature,  and 
were  familiar  in  the  ages  of  igno¬ 
rance  and  imagination.  The  claf- 
iics  are  fometimes  cited  for  autho¬ 
rities  ;  but  thefe  are  of  the  lower 
order,  fuch  as  Valerius  Maximus, 
Macrobius,  Aulus  Gellius,  Seneca, 
Pliny,  and  Boethius.  To  every 
tale  a  Moralisation  is  fubjoin- 
ed,  reducing  it  into  a  Chriftian  or 
moral  leffon. 

Moft  of  the  oriental  apologues 
are  taken  from  the  Clericalis 
Di  sciPLiNA,  or  a  Latin  dialogue 
between  an  Arabian  philofopher 
and  Edric  his  fon,  never  print¬ 
ed  f,  written  by  Peter  Alphonfus, 
a  baptized  Jew,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  twelfth  century,  and  col¬ 
lected  from  Arabian  fables,  apo¬ 
thegms,  and  examples  J.  Some  are 
alfo  borrowed  from  an  old  Latin 
tranilation  of  the  Calilah  u 
D  amnah,  a  celebrated  fett  of 
eaftern  fables,  to  which  Alphonfus 
was  indebted. 

On  the  whole,  this  is  the  col¬ 
lection  in  which  a  curious  enquirer 


OF  BOOKS.  193 

might  expeCt  to  find  the  original  of 
Chaucer’s  Cambufcan ; 

Or, —if  aught  elfe  great  bards  befide 
In  lage  and  folemn  tunes  have  fung, 

Of  turneys  and  of  trophies  hung, 

Of  forefts  and  inchantments  drear, 

Where  more  is  meant  than  meets  the  ear  ||,” 

Having  given  this  account  of 
the  Gesta  Romanorum,  he 
proceeds  to  analyfe  its  contents 
with  great  accuracy,  interfperfing 
fuch  critical  illuflrations  and  re¬ 
marks  as  the  different  fubjeCts 
feem  to  demand,  either  from  their 
own  importance,  or  from  the  con¬ 
nection  they  may  have  with  fub- 
fequent  poets.  For  it  is  from  this 
work  of  vifion  and  myftery,  where 
we  frequently  find  Oriental,  Ro¬ 
man,  and  Feudal  hiftory  arid  cuf*- 
toms  clashing  together  in  the  fame 
ft  pry,  and  where  "the  fables  of  the 
dailies  are  often  made  emblemati¬ 
cal  of  the  truths  of  the  Chriftian 
religion,  that  we  are  to  look  for  the 
tales  of  Chaucer  and  Boccace. 
Many  of  thefe  legends  feem  to  ex¬ 
hibit  foundations  not  unworthy  of 
the  fuperftruClures  which  were  af¬ 
terwards  raifed  upon  them. 

Having  concluded  this  diflert- 
ation,  Mr.  War  ton  proceeds  to 
give  the  hiftory  of  our  poetry  dur¬ 
ing  the  fixteenth  century.  It  was 
about  the  beginning  of  this  pe¬ 
riod,  that  claffical  literature,  which 

had  been  confined  for  fo  lono-  a 
m  . 

time  within  the  cells  of  the 


*  Edric  was  the  name  of  Enoch  among  the  Arabians,  to  whom  they  attri¬ 
bute  many  fabulous  compofitions.  Herbelot,  in  V.  Lydgate’s  Chqrle  and 
the  Bird,  mentioned  above,  is  taken  from  the  Clericalis  Disciplina  of 
Alphonfus. 

f  MSS.  Harl.  3861.  And  in  many  other  libraries.  It  occurs  in  old 
French  verfe,  MSS.  Digb.  86.  membran.  “  Le  Romaunz  de  Peres  Aunfour 
“  coment  il  aprifi  et  ebafita  fon  fils  b element.”  [See  fupr.  vol.  ii.  Emend,  and 

Add.  at  p.  103.] 

I  See  Tyrwhitt's  Chaucer,  v®L  iv.  p.  3^5.  feq. 
y  Milton’s  II  Penseroso. 

Vol.  XXIV.  O 


Monkifh 
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Monkifh  clergy,  began  to  be  more  the  Italian  poets,  his  fuppofed 
generally  diffufed,  and  to  find  its  maders,  efpecially  Petrarch.  Sur- 
way  into  the  company  of  the  laity  rey’s  fentiments  are  for  the  moll 
in  general,  but  mod  efpecially  of  part  natural  and  unaffe&ed ;  arifing 
thofe  of  the  nigheft  rank  and  con-  from  his  own  feelings,  and  dictated 
^deration.  Henry  the  Eighth,  our  by  the  prefent  circumdances.  His 
author  obferves,  was  for  thofe  poetry  is  alike  unembarraiTed  by 
times  a  man  of  by  no  means  a  poor  learned  allufions,  or  elaborate  con- 
literary  take.  With  the  Italian  ceits.  If  our  author  copies  Pe¬ 
ru  an  ners  and  cnftoms  Henry  intro-  trarch,  it  is  Petrarch’s  better 
duced  into  his  court  their  lan-  manner:  when  he  defcends  from 
guage,  and  the  fpirit  of  their  poe-  his  Platonic  abftra&ions,  his  re¬ 
try.  The  ruder  genius  of  our  own  finements  of  paffion,  his  exag- 
mufe  foon  began  to  take  a  polifh  gerated  compliments,  and  his  play 
in  the  hands  of  Lord  Surrey,  who  upon  oppofite  fentiments,  into  a 
at  once  tranfplanted  into  it  all  the  track  of  tendernefs,  fimplicity, 
grace  and  fweetnefs  of  the  Italian,  and  nature.  Petrarch  would  have 

o  _  , 

He  was  the  moll  graceful  courtier,  been  a  better  poet  had  he  been, 
the  mod  refined  poet,  and  the  a  worfe  fcholar.  Our  author’s 
mod  gallant  foldier  of  this  reign,  mind  was  not  too  much  overlaid 
He  had  formed  himfelf  upon  the  by  learning.” 
model  of  Petrarch,  and  in  our  au-  The  following  is  the  poem  a- 
thor’s  opinion  confiderably  im-  bovementioned,  in  which  he  Un¬ 
proved  upon  him.  His  own  words  ments  his  imprifonment  in  Wind- 
are,  “  In  the  fonnets  of  Surrey,  for-cadle.  But  it  is  rather  as. 
we  are  furprifed  to  find  nothing  of  elegy,  than  a  fonnet. 
that  metaphyfical  cad  which  marks 

So  cruel  prifon,  how  coulde  betyde,  atas, 

As  proude  Windfor* * * §!  where  I,  in  lud  and  joye  f. 

With  a  kynges  fonne  %  my  childifhe  yeres  did  pafle. 

In  greater  fead  than  Priam’s  fonnes  of  Troye. 

Where  eche  fweete  place  returnes  a  tade  full  fower : 

The  large  grene  courtes  where  we  were  wont  to  hove  [[,. 

With  eyes  cad  up  into  the  raayden’s  tower  §, 

And  eafie  fighes,  fuch  as  men.  drawe  in  love: 

The* 


*  How  could  the  (lately  cadle  of  Windfor  become  fo  miferable  a  prifon. 

*j-  In  unredrained  gaiety  and  pleafure,. 

J  With  the  young  Duke  of  Richmond. 

f{  To  hoverj  to  loiter  in  expectation.  So  Chaucer,  Trqil,  Cress.  B.  5.. 
ver.  33. 

But  at  the  yate  there  (lie  fhould  outride 
With  certain  folk  he  lo^jid  her  t’  abide. 

§  Swift’s  joke  about  the  maids  of  honour  being  lodged  at  Windfor  in  the 
round  tower,  in  Queen  Anne’s  time,  is  too  well  known  and  too  indelicate  ta- 
be  repeated  here.  But  in  the  prefent  indance,  Surrey  fpeaks  loofely  and  poeti¬ 
cally 
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The  lately  feates,  the  ladies  bright  of  h£we. 

The  daunces  fhorte,  long  tales  of  great  delight, 

With  wordes  and  lookes  that  tigers  could  but  rewe  (a) ; 

W  here  ech  of  us  did  pleade  the  others  right. 

The  palrae-play  (&),  where,  difpoyled  for  the  game  (c). 

With  dazed  yies  (</),  oft  we  by  gleams  or  love. 

Have  milt  the  ball,  and  got  light  of  our  dame. 

To  bayte  (?)  her  eyes  which  kept  the  leads  above  (/')• 

The  gravell  grounde  (g)f  with  lleves  tied  on  the  helme  (^). 

On  fomyng  horfe,  with  fwordes  and  friendly  h2rtes; 

With  chea're  (/)  as  though  one  Ihould  another  whelme  (^), 
Where  we  have  foilght  and  chafed  oft  with  dartes.- — 

The  fecret  groves,  which  ofte  we  made  refounde 
Of  pleafaunt  playnt,  and  of  our  ladies  praife. 

Recording  ofte  what  grace  (/)  ech  one  had  founde. 

What  hope  of  fpeede  ( m ),  what  drede  of  long  delayes. 

The  wilde  foreft,  the  clothed  holtes  ( n )  with  grene. 

With  raynes  avayled  (a),  and  fwife  ybreathed  horfe. 

With  crie  of  houndes,  and  merry  blaftes  betwene 
Where  we  did  chafe  the  fearful  harte  of  force. 


cally  in  making  the  maiden-tower,  the  true  reading,  the  refidence  of  the 
women.  The  maiden-tower  was  common  in  other  caftles,  and  means  thi 
principal  tower,  of  the  greateft  ftrength  and  defence.  Maiden  is  a  corruption 
of  the  old  French  Magne,  or  Moyne,  great.  Thus  Maidenhead  (properly 
Maydenhithe)  in  Rerklhire,  fignifies  the  great  port  or  wharf  on  the  river 
Thames.  So  alfo,  May  den- Bradley  in  Wiltlhire  is  the  great  Bradley.  The 
old  Roman  camp  near  Dorchefter  in  Dorfetfhire,  a  noble  work,  h  called  Maiden 
caftle ,  the  capital  forfrefs'  in  thofe  parts.  We  have  Maiden -down  in  Somer- 
fetfhire  with  the  fame  fignification.  A  thoufand  other  inftances  might  be  given. 
Hearne,  not  attending  to  this  etymology,  abfurdly  fuppofes,  in  one  of  his  Pre¬ 
faces,  that  a  ftrong  baftion  in  the  old  walls  of  the  city  of  Oxford,  called  thy. 
Maiden-tower,  was  a  prifon  for  confining  the  proftitutes  of  the  town. 

(a)  Pity.  (b)  At  ball.  (c)  Rendered  unfit,  or  unable,  to  play. 

(<f)  Dazzled  eyes.  {e)  To  tempt,  to  catch. 

(/)  The  ladies  were  ranged  on  the  leads,  or  battlements,  of  the  caftle  to  fee 


the  playi  .  . 

(g)  The  ground,  or  area,  was  ftrown  with  gravel,  where  they  were  trained 

in  chivalry.  c 

(. h )  At  tournaments  they  fixed  the  fleeves  of  their  imftreiies  on  fome  part  ci 


( k )  Deftroy. 


(/)  Favour  with  his  miftrefs. 


their  armour. 

(/)  Looks. 

( jn )  Or,  Succefs. 

(n)  The  holtes,  or  thick  woods,  clothed  in  green.  So  in  another  place  he 
fays,  fol.  3. 

My  fpecled  cheeks  with  Cupid’s  hue. 

That  is,  “  Cheeks  fpeckled  with,  &c.” 
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The  wide  vales  (a)  eke,  that  harbourd  us  ech  night. 

Wherewith,  alas,  reviveth  in  my  breil 

The  fweete  accorde  I  Such  flepes  as  yet  delight : 

The  pleafant  dreames,  the  quiet  bed  of  reft. 

The  fecret  thoughtes  imparted  with  fuch  truft ; 

The  wanton  talke,  the  divers  change  of  play  ; 

The  friendfhip  fworne,  eche  promife  kept  fo  juft. 
Wherewith  we  paft  the  winter  night  away. 

And  with  this  thought  the  blond  forfakes  the  face  5 
The  teares  berayne  my  chekes  of  deadly  hewe. 

The  whych  as  fone  as  fobbing  lighs,  alas, 

Upfupped  have,  thus  I  my  plaint  renewe  ! 

*e  O  place  of  bliffe,  renewer  of  my  woes ! 

“  Give  me  accompt,  where  is  my  noble  fere  (6), 
te  Whom  in  thy  walles  thou  doll  (r)  ech  night  enclofe, 
**  To  dther  leefe  (d)9  but  unto  me  moR  derel” 


[ 


(<«)  With  loofened  reins.  So,  in  his  fourth  Aeneid,  the  fleet  is  *f  ready  to 
avals,”  That  is,  to  loofen  from  fhore.  So  again,  in  Spencer’s  FEBR.UARIE. 

They  wont  in  the  wind  wagge  their  wriggle  tayles 
Pearke  as  a  peacocke,  but  now  it  avales. 

<£  Avayle  their  tayles,”  to  drop  or  lower.  So  alfo  in  his  December. 

By  that  the  welked  Phebus  gan  avayle 
His  wearie  waine.-— — 


And  in  the  Faerie  Queene,  with  the  true  fpelling,  i.  1.  21.  Of  Nilus. 

But  when  his  latter  ebbs  gins  to  avale. 

To  vale,  or  avals,  the  bonnet ,  was  a  phrafe  for  lowering  the  bonnet,  or  puli-* 
ing  off  the  hat.  The  word  occurs  in  Chaucer,  Tr.  Cress,  iii.  627. 

That  fuch  a  rame  from  heaven  gan  avails. 

And  in  the  fourth  book  of  his  Boethius,  “  The  light  fire  arifeth  into  height, 
and  the  hevie  yerthes  availen  by  their  weightes.”  pag.  394.  col.  2.  edit! 
Urr.  From  the  French  verb  avaler,  which  is  froin  their  adverb  Aval* 
downward.  See  alfo  Hearne’s  Gloss.  Rob.  Br.  p.  524.  .Drayton  ufes 
this  word,  where  perhaps  it  is  not  properly  underilood.  Ecl.  iv.  o.  1404, 
edit.  1753. 

With  that,  flie  gan  to  vale  her  head. 

Her  cheeks  were  like  the  roles  red. 

But  not  a  word  ihe  laid,  &c. 

That  Is,  Ihe  did  not  veil,  or  cover,  but  valed,  held  down  her  head  for  fhame 

(a)  Probably  the  true  reading  is  wales  or  walls.  That  is,  lodgings,  apart¬ 
ments,  &c.  Thefe  poems  were  very  corruptly  printed  by  Tgttel.  ‘ 

(b)  Companion. 

(c)  We  fhould  read,  did  ft, 

(d)  Dear  to  others,  to  all. 


Eccho, 
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Eccho,  alas,  that  doth  my  forrow  rew  («), 

Returnes  thereto  a  hollow  founde  of  playnte. 

Thus  I  alone,  where  all  my  freedom  grewe. 

In  prifon  pine,  with  bondage  and  reftrainte. 

And  with  remembrance  of  the  greater  greefe. 

To  banilh  th’  lefle,  I  find  my  chief  releef  (£).” 


With  Lord  Surrey  flourifhed  Sir 
Thomas  Wyatt;  a  man  of  very 
extenfive  knowledge  and  great  ac¬ 
quirements,  but  as  a  poet,  in  our 
author’s  opinion,  much  inferior  to 
the  former. 

The  limits  of  this  Ihort  account 
will  not  allow  us  to  fpeak  of  all 
the  various  writers,  who,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Mr.  Warton,  were  in  efteem 
about  this  time.  Moll  of  their 
works  are  contained  in  a  miscella¬ 
neous  colle&ion,  of  which  he  gives 
a  particular  account.  However, 
for  the  following  reafons,  which 
our  author  himfelf  gives,  it  may 


not  be  thought  improper  to  infert 
here  the  firlt  English  paftoral. 
He  fays,  «*  From  the  fame  collec¬ 
tion,  the  following  is  perhaps  the 
firft  example  in  our  language  now 
remaining,  of  the  pure  and  un¬ 
mixed  paftoral :  and  in  the  erotic 
fpecies,  for  eafe  of  numbers,  ele¬ 
gance  of  rural  allufion,  and  fim- 
plicity  of  imagery,  excels  every 
thing  of  the  kind  in  Spenfer,  who 
is  erroneoufly  ranked  as  our  earlieft: 
Englilh  bucolic.  1  therefore  hope 
to  be  pardoned  for  the  length  cl 
the  quotation. 


Phyllida  was  a  faire  mayde. 

As  frefli  as  any  flour ; 

Whom  Harpalus  the  herdman  prayde 
To  be  her  paramour. 

Harpalus  and  eke  Corin 
Were  herdmen  both  yfere  (r)  : 

And  Phyllida  could  twift  arid  fpin. 

And  thereto  fing  full  clere. 

But  Phyllida  was  all  too  coy 
For  Harpalus  to  winne  ; 

For  Corin  was  her  only  joy 
Who  forit  her  not  a  pinne  (d). 

How  often  would  (he  flowers  twine  ? 

How  often  garlandes  make 
Of  couflips  and  of  columbine  ? 

And  al  for  Gorin’s  fake. 

But  Corin  he  had  hawkes  to  lure. 

And  forced  more  the  fielde  {e)  ; 

Of  lovers  lawe  he  toke  no  cure. 

For  once  he  was  begilde  (/). 

(a)  Pity.  (b)  Fol.  6,  7.  ( c )  Together. 

(J)  Loved  her  not  in  the  leaft.  (<?)  More  engaged  in  field-fports. 

(/)  Deceived.  Had  once  been  in  love. 

O  3 
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Harpalus  prevailed  nought. 

His  labour  all  was  loft; 

For  he  was  fardeft  from  her  thought, 

And  yet  he  loved  her  moft. 

Therefore  waxt  he  both  pale  and  lean?. 

And  drye  as  ciot  (a)  of  clay  ; 

His  flefhe  it  was  confumed  cleane, 

,  His  colour  gone  away. 

His  beard  it  had  not  long  be  {have. 

His  heare  hong  all  unkempt  (l)  ; 

A  man  fit  even  for  the  grave. 

Whom  fpitefull  love  had  fpent. 

His  eyes  were  red*  and  all  forewatched  (*)f 
His  face  hefprent  with  teares ; 

It  femde  Vnhap  had  him  long  hatched 
In  mids  of  his  difpaires. 

His  clothes  were  blaeke  and  alfo  bare. 

As  one  forlorne  was  he: 

Upon  his  head  alwayes  he  ware 
A  wreath  of  tyyllow  tree. 

His  beaftes  he  kept  upon  the  hyll 
And  he  fate  in  the  dale ; 

And  thus  with  fighes  and  forrovves  fhrvll 
He  gan  to  tell  his  tale, 

tc  O  Harpalus,  thus  would  he  fay, 

**  Unhappieft  under  funne  ! 
ts  The  caufe  of  thine  unhappy  day 
**  By  love  was  firft  begunne  ! 

ts  For  thou  wentft  firft  by  fute  to  feke 
*c  A  tigre  to  make  tame,  v 
s®  That  fettes  not  by  thy  love  a  leeke. 

But  makes  thy  grief  her  game, 

“  As  eafy  it  were  to  convert 
**  The  froft  into  the  flame, 
r  As  for  to  turne  a  froward  hert 
f  Whom  thou  fo  faine  would  ft  frame, 

“  korin  he  iiverh  carelefle. 

He  leapes  among  the  leaves  ; 

He  eates  the  frmes  of  thy  redrefle  (</), 

/  “  Thou  reapes,  he  takes  the  fheaves. 

<£‘  My  beaftes,  awhile  your  foode  reiraine, 

**  And  nark  your  herdfmans  founde ; 

Se  fpitefull  love,  alas,  hath  flaine 

Through-girt  ( e )  with  many  a  wounde  ! 


(a)  Cod.  (0  Uncombed.  (7)  Over- watched.  That is, 

awcke’  ?ever  by  fleeP-  (<0  Labo’hr,  Pains. 

Pieice  through.  So  fol.  113.  mix.  > 

His  entrails  with  a  laace  through-girded  quite.  1 


Si 


O  happy 
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,c  O  happy  be  ye,  beaftes  wilde, 

That  here  your  pafture  takes ! 

“  I  fe  that  ye  be  not  begilde 
**  Of  thefe  your  faithfull  makes  (a)» 

**  The  hart  he  fedeth  by  the  hinde, 

“  The  buck  hard  by  the  do: 

**  The  turtle  dove  is  not  unkinde 

“  To  him  that  loves  her  fo. - - 

“  But  welavvay,  that  nature  wrought, 


,c  Thee,  Phyllida,  fo 
«•  For  I  may  lay,  that 
“  Thy  beauty  all  too 

\ 

In  this  part  of  his  work,  Mr. 
Warton  has  inferred  feveral  extracts 
from  the  manufcript  Romance 
Ywaian  and  Gawain,  written 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Sixth, 
in  order  to  lay  before  his  reader  a 
comparative  view  of  our  language 
during  that  period,  and  this  he 
is  now  treating  of,  and  by  lo  do¬ 
ing  the  better  to  illuftrate  the  re- 
fpe&ive  ages  of  fuch  pieces  as  he 
has  already,  or  intends  to  pro¬ 
duce. 

The  Nuterown  Mayde,  and 
the  fatyrical  ballad  called  the 
Tournament  of  Tote n ham, 
are  by  our  author  clafied  under 
the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  and 
apparently  with  good  realon,  al¬ 
though  our  antiquarians  have  al¬ 
ways  afcribed  them  to  that  of 
Henry  the  Sixth.  Both,  of  thefe 
pieces,  but  more  efpecialiy  the 
lirft,  bear  flrong  marks  of  that 
dawn  of  genius  and  take  which 
took  place  during  this  period, 
and  the  language  which  it  exhi¬ 
bits,  is  not  of  that  harlh  and  go¬ 
thic  caft  which  charaderifes  the 
poetical  performances  of  Henry 
the  Sixth’s  time.  It  is  true  that 
the  Nut-brown  Maid  does  not 
contain  any  of  thofe  clahical 

O 


faire  ; 

I  have  bought 
deare  \  & c  (£).M 

images  and  fanciful  conceits  which 
the  introduction  of  the  Roman 
poets,  and  the  Italian  models  had 
rendered  fo  abundant;  but  it  is 
equally  true  that  Lord  Surrey,  not- 
withftanding  he  refined  our  poetry 
on  thefe  very  models,  yet  retained 
a  fimplicity*  in  his  poems  which 
could  only  be  the  effeCt  of  a  judg¬ 
ment  naturally  chafte  and  corredt  ; 
and  it  is  as  reafonable  to  fuppofe, 
that  whoever  wrote  the  Nut- 
brown  Maid  had,  with  the  fame 
advantages,  as  good  and  as  pure  a 
tafte  as  Lord  Surrey. 

The  violence  with  which  the 
Reformation  was  carried  on  during 
the  (hort  reign  of  Edward  the 
Sixth,  rendered  poetry  fubfervient 
to  its  views  and  interefls,  and  to 
them  alone.  The  charaCler  and 
fpirit  of  our  compofitions  under¬ 
went  a  coniiderable  alteration,  and 
had  not  that  mixture  and  difplay 
of  love  and  gallantry  in  them  which 
was  fo  conlpicuous  in  the  writings 
of  the  former  reign.  The  metri¬ 
cal  verfion  of  the  Plalms  and  of 
different  portions  of  the  fcripcure, 
became  the  only  iubjecls  for  the 
mufe:  almoft  the  whole  of  the 
Old  and  New  Teftament  was 
turned  into  verfe  by  many  of  our 

(b)  Fol.  55- 


(a)  Mates. 


reverend 
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reverend  prelates,  and  by  fuch  as 
were  accounted  the  heft  fcholars 
of  their  time. 

The  tranflation  of  the  Bible, 
which  even  during  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  Eighth  was  not  allowed 
but  with  numberlefs  reftridtions, 
was  now  admitted  into  the  church¬ 
es,  and  into  the  hands  of  the  vulgar 
in  genera! — -The  effedt  this  transla¬ 
tion  had  on  our  language, is  remark¬ 
ed  upon  with  great  judgment  by  qur 
author.  He  fays,  “  I  mull  add 
here,  in  reference  to  my  general 
fubjedt,  that  the  tranflation  of  the 
Bible,  which  in  the  reign  of  Ed¬ 
ward  the  Sixth  was  admitted  into 
the  churches,  is  fuppofed  to  have- 
Axed  our  language.  It  certainly 
has  transmitted  and  perpetuated 
many  antient  words  which  would 
©therwife  have  been  obfolete  or 
unintelligible,  I  have  never  fesn 
It  remarked,  that  at  the  fame 
time  this  tranflation  contributed 
to  enrich  our  native  Englifli  at 
an  early  period,  by  importing 
and  famiiiarifing  many  Latin 
words  ( a ), 

Thefe  were  fuggefled  by  the  La¬ 
tin  vulgate,  which  was  uied  as  a 
medium  by  the  translators.  t  Some 
of  thefe,  however,  now  interwoven 
into  our  common  fpeech,  could 
Dot  have  been  underflood  by  many 
readers  even  above  the  rank  of 
the  vulgar,  when  the  Bible  hrfl 
appeared  in  Englifli.  Biiliop  Gar¬ 
diner  had  therefore  much  lefs  rea- 


fon  than  we  now  imagine,  for 
complaining  of  the  too  great  clear- 
nefs  of  the  tranflation,  when  with 
an  infldious  view  of  keeping  the 
people  in  their  antient  ignorance, 
he  propofed,  that  inftead  of  al¬ 
ways  uflng  Englifli  phrafes,  many 
Latin  words  fnould  Hill  be  pre- 
ferved,  becaufe  they  contained  an 
inherent  flgniflcance  and  a  ge¬ 
nuine  dignity,  to  which  the  com¬ 
mon  tongue  afforded  no  eorre- 
fpondent  expreflions  of  fufficient 
energy  {b)S* 

We  now  come  to  the  reign  of 
Queen  Mary,  during  the  commo¬ 
tions  of  which  was  wrote  A  Mir- 
HOUR  FOR  MaJISTRATES,  SL 
poem  planned  and  chiefly  execut¬ 
ed  by  Thomas  Sackville,  the  firil 
Lord  Buckhurft,  and  Earl  of  Dor- 
fet,  and  which  our  author  fays, 
illuminates  with  no  common  luftre 
that  Interval  of  darknefs  which  oc¬ 
cupies  the  annals  of  Englifli  poetry 
from  Surrey  to  -Spencer.  As  we 
have,  in  another  part  of  our  Annual 
Regifter  (r),  inferted  Mr.  War¬ 
lords  literary  chryadter  of  this  noble¬ 
man,  we  fhall  not  dwell  upon  it 
here,  but  only  add  what  he  fays  of 
the  poem  in  queftion. 

,e  About  the  year  1557,  he  form¬ 
ed  the  plan  of  a  poem,  in  which 
all  the  illuftrious  but  unfortunate 
characters  of  the  Englifli  hiftory, 
from  the  conquefl  to  the  end  of  the 
fourteenth  Century,  were  to  pafs 
in  review  before  the  poet,  who  de- 


(f).  M°ie  particularly  in  the  Latin  derivative  fubftantives,  fuch  as,  cTvvination, 
a •perdition ,  adoption ,  manifejlation ,  confolatien ,  contribution,  adminifration ,  confum- 
tnattQny  reconciliation ,  operation ,  communication ,  retribution ,  preparation ,  immor¬ 
tality,  principality ,  & c .  &c.  An ;  in  other  words,  frujirate,  inexcu fable,  trans¬ 
figure,  concupifcence ,  Sec.  he. 

{bj  Such  as,  laolo! atria ,  cent  fit  us,  hoheaufla ,  facr  amentum,  elementa,  humila - 
tas,  futtsfaElio,  cerement  a ,  abfolutio,  fnyjlerium,  penitent  ia.  Sec.  See  Gardiner’s 
propofais  in  Burner,  Hist.  Ref.  vol.  i.  B.  iii.  p.  3ic.  And  Fuller,  Ch. 
Hist.  Bock  v.  Cent.  xvi.  p.  238.  J 

(0  See  Characters,  p.  14,  of  this  volume* 
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fcends  like  Darrte  into  the  infernal 
region,  and  is  conduced  by  Sor¬ 
row.  Although  a  defcent  into 
hell  had  been  fuggefted  by  other 
poets,  the  application  of  fuch  a 
fidion  to  the  prefent  defign,  is  a 
confpicuous  proof  of  genius  and 
even  of  invention.  Every  per- 
fonage  was  to  recite  his  own  mis¬ 
fortunes  in  a  feparate  foliloquy.  But 
Sackville  had  leifure  only  to  finifh 
a  poetical  preface  called  an  In¬ 
duction,  and  one  legend,  which 
is  the  life  of  Henry  Stafford,  Duke 
of  Buckingham.  Relinquilhing 
therefore  the  defign  abruptly,  and 
haftily  adapting  the  clofe  of  his 
Induction  to  the  appearance  of 
Buckingham,  the  only  ftory  he 
had  yet  written,  and  which  was  to 
have  been  the  Iaft  in  his  feries,  he 
recommended  the  completion  of  the 
whole  to  -Richard  Baldwyne  and 
George  Ferrers. ” 


In  the  indu&ion  juft  mentioned, 
there  are  many  beautiful,  as  well 
as  grand  and  fublime  parts :  of  the 
latter  fpecies  is  the  following  ex- 
trad  from  a  part  of  it,  which  Mr. 
Warton  has  inferted,  and  fpeaking 
of  which,  he  ufes  the  following 
words. 

“  Our  author  appears  to  have 
felt  and  to  have  conceived  with, 
true  tafte,  that  very  romantic  part 
of  Virgil’s  Eneid  which  he  has 
here  happily  copied  and  heighten¬ 
ed.  The  imaginary  beings  which, 
fate  within  the  porch  of  hell,  are 
all  his  own.  I  muft  not  omit  a 
fingle  figure  of  this  dreadful 
groupe,  nor  one  compartment 
of  the  portraitures  which  are 
feigned  to  be  fculptured  or 
painted  on  the  Shield  of  War, 
indented  with  gajhes  deeps  and 
wide. 


And,  iirft,  within  the  porch  and  jaws  of  hell 
Sat  deep  Remorse  of  conscience,  all  befprent 
With  tears ;  and  , to  herfelf  oft  would  fhe  tell 
Her  wretchednefs,  and,  curling,  never  ftent 
To  fob  and  figh,  but  ever  thus  lament 
With  thoughtful  care;  as  fhe  that,  all  in  vain. 
Would  wear  and  wafte  continually  in  pain  ; 


Her  eyes  unftedfaft,  rolling  here  and  there. 

Whirl’d  on  each  place,  as  place  that  vengeance  brought. 

So  was  her  mind  continually  in  fear. 

Toft  and  tormented  with  the  tedious  thought 
Of  thofe  detefted  crimes  which  fhe  had  wrought  j 
With  dreadful  cheer,  and  looks  thrown  to  the  fky, 

Wifhing  for  death,  and  yet  fhe  could  not  die. 

Next,  faw  we  Dread,  all  trernbling  how  he  (hook. 

With  foot  uncertain,  profer’d  here  and  there  ; 

Benumb’d  with  fpeech  ;  and,  with  a  gaftly  look. 

Search’d  every  place,  all  pale  and  dead  for  fear. 

His  cap  born  up  with  ftaring  of  his  hair  ; 

’Stoin’d  and  amazed  at  his  own  fnade  for  dread. 

And  fearing  greater  dangers  than  was  need. 

And, 


f 
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And,  next,  within  the  entry  of  this  lake. 

Sat  fell  Revenge,  gnafhing  her  teeth  for  ire  ; 

Devifing  means  how  (he  may  vengeance  take; 

Never  in  reft,  ’till  (he  have  her  deftre  : 

But  frets  within  fo  far  forth  with  the  fire 
Of  wreaking  flames,,  that  now  determines  (he 
To  die  by  death,  or  ’veng’d  by  death  to  be. 

When  fell  Revenqe,  with  bloody  foul  pretence. 

Had  (how’d  herfelf,  as  next  in  order  fet. 

With  trembling  limbs  we  foftly  parted  thence, 

’Till  in  our  eyes  another  fight  we  met ; 

When  fro  my  heart  a  figh  forthwith  I  fet. 

Ruing,  alas,  upon  the  woeful  plight 
Of  Misery,  that  next  appear’d  in  fight : 

His  face  was  lean,  and  fome-deal  pin’d  away. 

And  eke  his  hands  confumed  to  the  bone; 

But,  what  his  body  was,  I  cannot  fay, 

Bor  on  his  carkafs  rayment  had  he  none. 

Save  clouts  and  patches  pieced  one  by  one; 

With  ftaffin  hand,  and  (crip  on  (boulders  caff. 

His  chief  defence  again!!  the  winter’s  blaft: 

His  food,  for  moft,  was  wild  fruits  of  the  tree, 

Unlefs  fometime  fome  crums  fell  to  his  (hare,  1 
"Which  in  his  wallet  long,  God  wot,  kept  ho, 

As  on  the  which  full  daint’Jy  would  he  fare  j 
His  drink,  the  running  dream,  his  cup,  the  bare 
Of  h  is  palm  clofed  ;  his  bed,  the  hard  cold  ground  : 
To  this  poor  life  was  Misery  ybound.” 


Our  author  compares  Dante’s 
Inferno  with  Sackville’s  Defcent 
into  Hdl.  They  have  both  fpr 
their  foundation  the  fixth  book  of 
Virgil,  and  their  different  modes 
of  treating  the  fubjeft,  arifp  in  a 
great  meafure  from  the  different 
periods  at  which  they  wrote. 
Dante  composed  his  poem  about 
the  year  1310,  and  when  the  (pi¬ 
nt  of  chivalry  and  romance  was 
at  the  higheft.  It  this  fpirit 
that  renders  many  of  his  fublime 
parts  more  fearful  and  terrible  by 
infofing  into  them  an  air  of  myfte- 
rioufpefs,  and  it  is  the  fame  fpirit 
that  often  exhibits  effects  of  the 


mod  ridiculous  and  incongruous 
nature,  when  incorporated  with 
the  idea?  of  the  antjent  daffies. 
In  treating  the  fofter  paffions 
Dante  is  incomparable :  his  de- 
feriptions  are  the  mod  natural 
and  graceful  that  can  be  conceiv¬ 
ed,  and  tindlured  with  a  degree  of 
fentiment  and  refinement  (for  the 
fource  of  which  we  mud  look  to 
chivalry  apd  romance)  not  eafily 
to  be  found  jin  the  bed  claflical  au¬ 
thors. 

Sackyille  wrote  about  tfie  year 
1 5 5 7 ,  when  the  models  of  anti¬ 
quity  were  better  underdood  than 
they  were  in  Dante’s  time,  and 
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when  they  began  to  have  their 
true  and  genuine  effed.  His  com- 
pofitions  are  therefore  more  na¬ 
tural  and  correct,  although  infe¬ 
rior,  as  there  are  few  but  are  fo, 
an  point  of  fublimity  to  Dante. 
Mr.  Warton  has  been  particular¬ 
ly  attentive  to  the  works  of  thefe 
two  poets,  not  only  on  account 
of  their  intrinfic  merit,  but  alfo 
from  their  being  the  models  which 
Spencer  and  Milton,  afterwards 
Itudied  with  great  attention. 

During  this  reign  feveral  criti¬ 
cal  and  rhetorical  works  were  pub- 
lifhed,  and  the  cultivation  of  our 
language  began  to  be  attended  to 
by  men  of  learning. — The  pedan¬ 
try  of  treating  all  fubjeds  in  the 
Latin  tongue  was  firft  broke 
through  by  the  ToxopniLys  of 
Roger  Afkam  in  Englifh,  and  by 
fome  regular  fyffems  of  logic  and 
rhetoric  in  the  fame  language,  by 
Thomas  Wilfon,  in  1553,  tutor 
to  Henry  and  Charles  Brandon, 
Dukes  of  Suffolk,  afterwards  fe- 
cretary  of  ftate  and  privy  counfel- 
lor.  V/e  (hall  not  attempt  to 
follow  our  author  through  a  regu¬ 
lar  account  of  the  writers  of  thefe 
times,  contenting  ourfelves  with 
remarking  only  upon  the  more 
grand  and  decifive  periods  of  the 
improvement  of  our  poetry. 

In  the  beginning  of  Elizabeth’s 
reign  appeared  the  play  of  Gor 
dobuc,  wiitten  by  the  fame  Lord 
Buckhurft  we  have  before  lpoken 
of.  As  this  is  the  firft  regular 
tragedy  in  our  language,  our  au¬ 
thor  has  given  it  an  attention  be¬ 
yond  what  it  claimed  as  f  rming 
a  part  of  his  fyftem  :  the  charac¬ 
ter  he  gives  of  it  is  as  follows, 

“  That  this  tragedy  was  never 
a  favourite  among  our  ancellors, 
and  has  long  fallen  into  general 


oblivion,  is  to  be  attributed  to 
the  naked nefs  and  uninterefting 
nature  of  the  plot,  the  tedious 
length  of  the  fpeeches,  the  want 
of  a  difcrimination  of  charader, 
and  almoft  a  total  abfence  of  pa¬ 
thetic  or  critical  fituations.  It  is 
true  that  a  mother  kills  her  own. 
fon.  But  this  ad  of  barbarous  and 
unnatural  impiety,  to  fay  nothing 
of  its  almoft  unexampled  atrocity 
in  the  tender  fex,  proceeds  only 
from  a  brutal  principle  of  fudden. 
and  impetuous  revenge.  It  is 
not  the  confequence  of  any  deep 
machination,  nor  is  it  founded  iu 
a  proper  preparation  of  previous 
circumftances.  She  is  never  be¬ 
fore  introduced  to  our  notice  as  a 
wicked  or  defigning  charader. 
She  murthers  her  fon  Porrex,  be- 
caufe  in  the  commotions  of  a  civil 
diffenfion,  in  felf- defence,  after 
repeated  provocations,-  and  the 
ftrongeff  proofs  of  the  bafeft  in¬ 
gratitude  and  treachery,  he  had 
flain  his  rival  brother,  not  without 
the  deepeft  compundion  and  re- 
morfe  for  what  he  had  done.  A 
mother  murthering  a  fon  is  a  fad 
which  muff  be  received  with  hor¬ 
ror  ;  but  it  required  to  be  com¬ 
plicated  with  other  motives,  and 
prompted  by  a  co- operation  of 
other  caufes,  to  roufe  pur  atten¬ 
tion,  and  work  upon  our  paftions. 
I  do  not  mean  that  any  other  mo¬ 
tive  c  >uld  have  been  found,  to 
pa’Jiate  a  murther  of  fuch  a  na¬ 
ture.  Yet  it  was  poffible  to 
heighten  and  to  divide  the  d  iff  refs, 
by  rendering  this  bloody  mother, 
under  the  notions  of  human  frail¬ 
ty,  an  objed  of  our  compafiion  as 
well  as  of  our  abhorrence.  But 
perhaps  thefe  artifices  were  not 
yet  known  or  wanted,  The  ge¬ 
neral  ltory  of  the  play  is  great  in 

its 


204  ANNCJAL  REGISTER,  1781. 


its  political  confequences  ;  and 
the  leading  incidents  are  import¬ 
ant,  but  not  fufficiently  intricate 
to  awaken  our  curiofity,  and  hold 
ms  in  fufpence.  Nothing  is  per¬ 
plexed,  and  nothing  unravelled. 
The  oppoiition  of  interefts  is  fuch 
as  does  not  affeCt  our  nicer  feel¬ 
ings.  In  the  plot  of  a  play,  our 
pleafurc  arifes  in  proportion  as 
©ur  expectation  is  excited. 

Yet  it  mud  be  granted,  that  the 
language  of  Gordobuc  has  great 
purity  and  perfpicuity  ;  and  that 
it  is  entirely  free  from  that  tumid 
phrafeology,  which  does  not  feem 
to  have  taken  place  till  play-writ¬ 
ing  had  become  a  trade,  and  our 
poets  found  it  their  intcreft  to 
captivate  the  multitude  by  the 
faife  fublime,  and  by  thofe  ex¬ 
aggerated  imageries  and  pedantic 
metaphors,  which  are  the  chief 
blemilhes  of  the  fcenes  of  Shake- 
fpeare,  and  which  are  at  this  day 
miftaken  for  his  capital  beauties 
by  too  many  readers.  Here  alfo 
we  perceive  another  and  a  ftrong 
reafon  why  this  play  was  never 
popular.5* 

This  tragedy,  coming  out  of 
the  hands  of  a  man  of  fuch  repu¬ 
tation  and  abilities  as  Lord  Buck- 
Iturft,  was  immediately  followed 
by  Englifti  tranflarions  of  the  Jo- 
cafta  of  Euripedes,  by  George 
Gafcoign  and  Francis  Kilweu- 


merfh,  both  of  Grays-Inn,  and  of 
the  Ten  Tragedies  of  Seneca, 
by  different  hands  The  antient 
drama  was  by  thefe  means  intro¬ 
duced  and  iaid  open  to  our  an- 
ceftors,  and  it  muft  be  confeffed 
that  many  parts  of  their  tranfla- 
tions,  if  we  may  judge  from  the 
quotations  Mr.  Warton  has  given 
us,  appear  to  have  considerable 
merit.  Befides  the  antient  drama, 
aim  oft  all  the  clafticai  poets  whe¬ 
ther  Greek  or  Roman  were  tran- 
flated  into  our  language  during 
this  reign.  The  verfions  of  Ho¬ 
mer,  Mufsus,  Virgil,  Horace, 
Ovid,  and  Martial  appeared  in 
Englifti  before  the  year  1580  ; 
thefe,  fays  our  author,  “  while 
they  contributed  to  familiarise 
the  ideas  of  the  antient  poets  to 
Englifti  readers,  improved  our 
language  and  verification ;  and 
that  in  a  general  view  they  ought 
to  be  confidered  as  valuable  and 
important  aceeftions  to  the  ftock  of 
our  poetical  literature.  Thefe 
were  the  dailies  of  Shakefpear.” 

From  amongft  the  various  ex¬ 
tracts  Mr.  Warton  has  given  us  of 
the  tramlations  in  queftion,  we 
beg  leave  to  lay  before  our  reader 
the  following  one  from  the  trans¬ 
formation  of  Athamas  and  Ino  in 
the  fourth  book  of  Ovid,  by  Ar¬ 
thur  Golding. 


®,e  The  furious  fiend  Tifiphone,  doth  cloth  her  out  of  hand. 

In  garment  dreaming  gory  blood,  and  takech  in  her  hand 
A  burning  creffet  (a)  fteept  in  blood,  and  girdeth  her  about 
With  wreathed  fnakes,  and  fo  goes  forth,  and  at  her  going  out, 
Feare,  terror,  griefe,  and  penfiueneffe,  for  company  ihe  tooke. 
And  alio  madneffe  with  his  flaight  and  gaftly-ftaring  looke. 
Within  the  houfe  of  Athamas  rso  fooner  foote  ihe  fet, 

But  that  the  pokes  began  to  quake,  and  doores  looke  black  as  iet. 

(a)  A  torch.  The  word  is  ufed  by  Milton, 
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The  funne  withdrewe  him :  Athamas  and  eke  his  wife  were  cafl 
With  ougly  fightes  in  fuch  a  feare,  that  out  of  doores  agaft 
They  would  have  fled.  There  flood  the  fiend,  and  flopt  their  paf- 
fage  out; 

And  fplaying  (a)  foorth  her  filthy  armes  beknit  wkh  fnakes  about. 

Did  to  fib  and  wane  her  hatefull  head.  The  fwarme  of  lcaled  fnakes 
Did  make  an  yrkfome  noyce  to  heare,  as  fhe  her  trefTes  fhakes. 

About  her  fhoulders  fome  did  craule,  fome  trayling  downe  her  bred, 

D id  hiffe,  and  fpit  cut  poifon  greenc,  and  fpirt  with  tongues  infeii. 
Then  from  amid  her  haire  two  fnakes,  with  venymd  hand  fhe  drew. 

Of  which  fhe  one  at  Athamas,  and  one  at  Jno  threw. 

The  fnakes  did  craule  about  their  brefls,  infpiring  in  their  heart 
Moft  grieuous  motions  of  the  minde :  the  body  had  no  fmart 
Cf  any  wound  :  it  was  the  minde  that  felt  the  cruell  fringes. 

A  poyfon  made  in  fyrup-wife,  fhe  alfo  with  her  brings. 

The  filthy  fome  of  Cerberus,  the  calling  of  the  fnake 
Echidna,  bred  among  the  fennes,  about  the  Stygian  lake. 

Dear  of  gadding  forth  abroad,  Forgetfullnefs  of  minde, 

Delight  in  mifchiefe,  WoodnefTe  ( b ),  Tears,  and  Purpofe  whole  ia- 
clinde 

To  cruell  murther:  all  the  which,  fhe  did  together  grinde. 

And  mingling  them  with  new-fhed  blood,  ihe  boyled  them  in  brafTe, 
A,nd  frird  them  with  a  hemlock  fralke.  Now  while  that  Athfimas 
Ai'd  fno  frood,  and  quakt  for  feare,  this  poyfon  ranke  and  fell 
She  turned  into  both  their  brefrs,  and  made  their  hearts  to  fwell. 

Ti  en  bilking  often  round  about  her  head,  her  balefull  brand. 

Site  made  it  foone,  by  gathering  winde,  to  kindle  in  her  hand. 

Thus,  as  it  were  in  tryumph-wife,  accomplifhing  her  heft,  7 
To  dufkie  Pluto’s  emptie  realme,  fhe  gets  her  home  to  reft,  > 

And  putteth  oft  the  iaarled  fnakes  that  girded-in  her  breft.”  j 


The  lov^s  of  Hero  and  Leander 
afcribed  to  Mufreus,  and  the  firfr 
book  of  Lucan,  were  tranflated  by 
Chriftopher  Marlowe,  the  con¬ 
temporary  of  Shakefpear,  and  a 
dramatic  poet  of  great  reputation. 
He  was  alfo  the  author  of  many 
beautiful  fonnets,  and  of  that  re¬ 
markable  one  called  the  PaJJionate 
Shepherd  to  his  Love,  which  ap¬ 
pears  in  the  Merry  Wives  of 
Wind  for. 

*•  That  Marlowe,  (our  author 


obferves)  was  admirably  qualified 
for  what  Mr,  Mafon,  with  a  hap¬ 
py  and  judicious  propriety,  calls 
pure  poetry,  will  appear  from 
the  following  pafrage  of  his  for¬ 
gotten  tragedy  of  Edward  the 
second,  written  in  the  year  1590, 
and  firfr  printed  in  1598.  The 
higheft  entertainments,  then  ia 
fafhion,  are  contrived  for  the  gra¬ 
tification  of  the  infatuated  Ed¬ 
ward,  by  his  profligate  minion 
Piers  Gavefton. 


I  muft  haue  wanton  poets,  pleafant  wits, 
Muficians,  that  with  touching  of  a  firing 


\ 


May 


(a)  Difplaying, 


(i)  Madnefs, 
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May  drawe  the  plyant  king  which  way  I  pleafe. 
Mufic  and  poetry  are  his  delight; 

Therefore  111  have  Italian  mafques  by  night. 
Sweet  fpeeches,  comedies,  and  pleaiing  fhewes. 
And  in  day,  when  he  fhall  waike  abroad. 

Like  fylvan  Nymphs  my  pages  fhall  be  clad. 

My  men  like  Satyrs,  grazing  ori  the  lawnes. 

Shall  with  their  goat  feet  dance  the  antick  hayB 
Sometimes  a  Louely  Boy,  in  Dian’s  fhape  ( a ), 
With  haire  that  glides  the  water  as  it  glides, 
Crownets  of  pearle  about  his  naked  armeS, 

And  in  his  fportfull  handes  an  oliue-tree, 

4 ###*#*** 


Shall  bathe  him  in  a  fpring  :  and  there  hard  by 
One,  lyke  Adteon,  peeping  through  the  groue. 

Shall  by  the  angry  goddels  be  transform’d. - 

Such  thinges  as  thefe  bell  pleafe  his  majeftie.” 


The  Iliad  of  Homer  was  tran- 
jflated  by  George  Chapman  to¬ 
wards  the  latter  end  of  this  reign. 
Mr,  Warton’s  account  of  this 
poet  is  as  follows. 

*<  In  the  Preface,  he  declares 
that  the  laft  twelve  books  were 
tranflated  in  fifteen  weeks:  yet 
with  the  advice  of  his  learned  and 
valued  friends,  Majier  Robert 
Hews  \  B) ,  and  Majier  Harriots. 
It  is  certain  that  the  whole  per¬ 
formance  betrays  the  negligence 
of  haile.  He  pays  his  acknow¬ 
ledgements  to  his  “  mod  ancient, 
**  learned,  and  right  noble  friend, 
“  Majier  Richard  Stapilton  (<•), 
**  the  fir  lb  moil  deferrfull  mouer, 
in  the  frame  of  our  Homer.” 
He  endeavours  to  obviate  a  popu¬ 


lar  objection,  perhaps  not  totally 
groundlefs,  that  he  confulted  the 
profe  Latin  verfion  more  than  the 
Greek  original.  He  fays,  fenli- 
bly  enough,  “  it  is  the  part  of 
“  euery  knowing  and  iudicious 
i(  interpreter,  not  to  follow  the 
**  number  and  order  of  words,  but 
“  the  material!  things  themfelues, 
and  fentences  to  weigh  dili- 
ee  gently;  and  to  clothe  and  a- 
te  dome  them  with  words,  and 
ts  fuch  a  ftile  and  forme  of  ora- 
“  tion,  as  are  moil  apt  for  the 
“  language  into  which  they  are 
<c  conuerted.”  The  danger  lies, 
in  too  lavith  an  application  of  this 
fort  of  cloathing,  that  it  may  not 
difguife  what  it  Ihould  only  adorn. 
I  do  not  fay  that  this  is  Chapman’s 


(a)  That  is,  a£Hng  the  part  of  Diana. 

(b)  This  Robert  Hues,  or  Hulius,  was  a  fcholar,  a  good  geographer  and 
mathematician,  and  publifhed  a  tract  in  Latin  on  the  Globes,  Lond.  1593. 
8vo.  With  other  pieces  in  that  way.  There  was  a  Ho  a  Robert  Hughes  who 
wrote  a  Dictionary  of  the  Englilh  and  Perhc.  See  Wood,  Ath.  Oxgn.  i. 
571.  Hist.  Antiquit.  UNiy.  Oxon,  Lib.  ii.  p.  288.  b. 

(r)  Already  mentioned  as  the  publi flier  of  a  poetical  mifceilany  in  1593. 
Supr.  p.  401.  s<  The  fpirituall  poems  or  hymnes  of  R.  ST  are  entered  to  J. 
Bufbie,  Oa.  17,  1595,  Registr.  Station.  C.  fol.  3.  b. 


fattlt ; 


ACCOUNT 

fault :  but  he  has  by  no  means  re- 
prefented  the  dignity  or  the  fim- 
plicity  of  Homer.  He  is  fometimes 
paraphraftic  and  redundant,  but 
snore  frequently  retrenches  or  im- 
poverifhes  what  he  could  not  feel 
and  exprefs.  In  the  mean  time, 
he  labours  with  the  inconvenience 
of  an  aukward,  inharmonious,  and 
unheroic  meafure,  impofed  by 
cuftom,  but  difguftful  to  modern 
ears.  Yet  he  is  not  always  with¬ 
out  ftrength  or  fpirit.  He  has  en¬ 
riched  our  language  with  many 
compound  epithets,  fo  much  in 
the  manner  of  Homer,  fuch  as 
the  filler -footed  Thetis,  the  Jilver- 
throned  Juno,  the  triple-feathered 
heime,  the  high-walled  Thebes, 
the  f air  e -haired  boy,  the  fiver  - 
f  owing  floods,  the  hugely  peopled 
towns,  the  Grecians  navy  bound, 
the  Jlrong-winged  lance,  and  many 
more  which  might  be  collected. 
Dryden  reports,  that  Waller  never 
could  read  Chapman’s  Homer  with¬ 
out  a  degree  of  tranfport.  Pope 
is  of  opinion,  that  Chapman  co¬ 
vers  his  defeats  “  by  a  daring 
**  fiery  fpirit  that  animates  his 
£t  tranflation,  which  is  fomething 
t(  like  what  one  might  imagine 
f(  Homer  himfelf  to  have  writ  be- 
“  fore  he  arrived  to  years  of  difcre- 
ft  tion.”  But  his  fire  »s  too  fre¬ 
quently  darkened,  by  that  fort  of 
fuftian  which  now  disfigured  the 
diCtion  of  our  tragedy.” 

Chapman  alfo,  in  the  year  1614, 
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publifhed  the  Odyffea,  which  he  de¬ 
dicated  to  Carr  Earl  of  Somerfet. 

In  addition  to  the  antient  authors 
of  Greece  and  Rome,  tranflations 
of  moft  of  the  Italian  poets  into 
Englifh  took  place  towards  the 
clofe  of  this  century.  Ariofto, 
the  tales  of  Boccace,  Bandello,  and 
of  other  Italian  authors,  were 
tranflated  into  our  language,  and 
became  the  foundation  of  many 
of  the  works  of  Shakefpear,  Dry¬ 
den  and  others.  Whatever  could 
enrich,  or  furnilh  with  matter 
our  future  poets,  was  now  fhow- 
ered  down  upon  them  with  un¬ 
common  exuberance.  Our  lan¬ 
guage  was  confiderably  improved, 
the  beauties  of  antient  literature 
were  ftudied  and  copied  w'ith  fuc- 
cefs,  the  works  of  the  modern 
daffies,  if  I  may  fo  call  them, 
were  laid  open  to  our  ancestors  et  in 
medium  proferuntur ,  and  finally  our 
poetry  was  arrived  at  that  point, 
when  fhe  had  neither  contrasted 
the  fe verity  of  age,  nor  was  fo 
much  a  child  as  to  be  pleafed  moil 
with  what  was  mod.  firange  and 
unnatural. 

As  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
laft  fe&ion  of  this  volume,  con¬ 
taining  a  general  view  and  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  poetry  of  Queen  Eli¬ 
zabeth’s  age,  is  inferred  in  ano¬ 
ther  part  of  our  Regilter  for  this 
year  %  we  fhall  not  touch  upon  it 
here. 


#  See  p.  14.1.  of  this  laft  part.. 
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CHAP.  I. 

RetrofpeBive  view  oft  affairs  in  Europe  in  the  year  1780.  Admiral  Geary 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  channel  fleet  o?i  the  death  of  Sir  Charles 
Hardy.  Eafl  and  Weft  India  convoy  taken  by  the  combined  fleets ,  and 
carried  into  Cadiz.  Lofs  fuflained  by  the  Quebec  fleet .  Admiral  Geary 
refignsy  and  is  fucceeded  by  Admiral  Darby.  M,  de  Guichen  arrives  at 
Cadiz ,  and  the  French  fleets  return  to  France.  Great  gallantry  dif played 
in  various  engagements  between  Britifh  and  French  frigates.  Siege  of 
Gibraltar .  Spanifh  flrefhips  deflroyed.  Succefs  of  General  Elliot  in  de- 
flroying  the  enemy's  works .  flhieen  of  Portugal  refufes  to  accede  to  the 
armed  neutrality.  Germany .  Election  of  the  Archduke  Maximilian  to 
the  coadjutor Jhip  of  Cologne  and  Munfler ,  oppcfed  in  vain  by  the  King  of 
Pruffla.  Correfpondence  between  the  King  and  the  Eledlor  of  Cologne  on 
the  fubjedl.  Meeting  of  the  Emperor  and  the  Emprefs  of  Rufjia,  at  Mo~ 
hilow  hi  Poland .  Proceed  together  to  Peterfburgh .  King  of  Sweden 
vifits  Holland.  Death  of  the  Emprefs  Ffueen,  and  fome  account  of  that 
great  pmncefs.  ifueflion,  by  torture ,  abolijhed  for  ever  by  the  French 
king.  Great  reform  of  his  houjhold.  Loans  negociated  by  the  court  of 
Madrid.  Public  and  private  contributions  to  relieve  the  exigencies  of  the 
flate.  Humanity  of  the  Bi/hop  of  Lugo .  Duke  of  Modena  abolifles  the 
Inquijition  in  his  dominions .  *  [  1 

C  ,  H  A  P.  II. 

RetrofpeSlive  viev)  of  affairs  in  America  and  the  Weft  Indies  in  the  year 
1780.  State  oft  the  hoflile  armies  on  the  fide  oft  New  York ,  previous  io> 
and  at  the  arrival ,  of  Gen.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  from  the  reduction  of 
Charles  Town,  Short  campaign  in  the  Jerfles ,  Connect  cut  farms . 

Spring « 
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Springfield.  Unexpected  effecl  produced  by  the  reduction  of  Charles  Town* 
in  renewing  and  exciting  the  fpirit  of  union  and  refifiance  in  America . 
Great  hopes  founded  on  the  expelled  co-operation  of  a  French  fleet  and  ar¬ 
my  in  the  reduclion  ofi New  York,  and  the  final  expul [ion  of  the  Britijh 
forces  from  that  continent.  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  arrives  from  France. 
M.  de  lernay,  and  the  Count  de  Rochambcau ,  arrive  with  a  French 
fquadron ,  and  a  body  of  land  forces ,  and  are  put  into  poffefficn  of  the  for¬ 
tifications  and  harbour  of  Rhode- Jfland.  Admiral  Arbuihnot  blocks  «  up 
the  French  fquadron.  Difpofitions  made  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  for  attack¬ 
ing  the  French  auxiliaries .  Gen.  IVafhingt on  pajjes  the  North  River 9 
with  a  view  of  attempting  New  "York .  Expedition  to  Rhode  Ifland  laid 
afide.  Great  difficulties  experienced  by  Don  Bernard  de  Galvez,  in  his 
expedition  to  Weft  Florida.  Befieges  and  takes  the  fort  at  Mobille.  Great 
land  and  naval  force  font  out  from  Spain,  in  order  to  join  M.  de  Guichen 
in  the  Wcfi  Indies .  fundi  ion  of  the  hofiile  fleets ,  notwit  hjianding  the  efforts 
of  Admiral  Sir  George  Rodney,  to  intercept  the  Spanifh  fquadron  and  con¬ 
voy.  Sicknefs  and  mortality  in  the  Spanifh  fie et  and  army ,  with  feme  other 
caufes ,  preferve  the  Britijh  iflands  from  the  imminent  danger  to  which 
they  were  apparently  expo  fed  by  the  great  fuperiority  of  the  enemy .  Yhcfe 
caufes  operate  ftill  farther  in  their  confequenccs  ;  which  off?.  LI  the  whole 
face  and  nature  of  the  war  in  the  new  world,  and  entirely  frufirate  the 
grand  views  formed  by  France  and  America,  for  the  remainder  of  the  cam¬ 
paign.  Spanifh  fleet  and  army  proceed  to  the  Havannah  ;  and  M.  de 
Guichen  returns  from  St.  Domingo,  with  a,  convoy ,  to  Europe.  Great 
preparations  made  by  the  Americans  for  effcLlually  co-cperating  with  the 
French  forces  on  the  arrival  of  M.  de  Guichen.  Wafhingtorf  s  army  in¬ 
ert  of  ed  for  that  purpefe,  to  20, coo  men.  Invafion  ofi  Canada  intended, 
and  preparatory  proclamations  iffued  by  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette.  Caufes 
which  prevented  M.  de  Guichen  from  proceeding  to  North  America.  Sir 
George  R.cdney  arrives .  with  a  fquadron,  at  New  York.  (  3  3 


CHAP.  III. 

Dreadful  hurricane  in  the  Wejl  Indies.  DefiruLlion  and  calamity  in  Bar- 
badoes ,  St.  Lucia,  Granada ,  St.  Vincents.  Great  lojjes  fujlained,  and 
dangers  encountered ,  by  the  Britijh  naval  force  in  thefe  jeas.  French 
iflands.  Humanity  of  the  Marquis  de  Bcuille.  Hurricane  in  Jamaica. 
Yown  of  Savanna  la  Mar  overwhelmed.  Large  trail  ofi  rich  country, 
in  a  great  meafure  defrayed.  Dfireffes ,  and  great  lojjes,  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants.  Bounty  of  the  crown  arid  parliament .  Liberal  bene f allions  of 

individuals.  New  York.  Negociation ,  between  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and 
the  American  General  Arnold.  Major  Andre  employed  in  the  completion 
of  the  Jcheme.  Is  taken  in  dijguije,  on  his  return  from  the  American 
camp.  Avgvjs  his  name  and  condition  in  a  letter  to  Gen.  Wajhington . 
Gen.  Arnold  efcapes.cn  board  the  Vulture  fkip  of  war .  Various  letters 

written,  and  means  imjje Liu  ally  ufed .  in  order  to  fave  Major  Andre  from 
the  impending  danger,  tie  is  tried  by  a  board  of  American  General  Officers, 
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His  candour  and  magnanimity  on  the  trial :  is  fentenced  on  his  own  confef - 
fan,  and  the  tejlimony  of  the  papers  which  were  found  upon  him.  Libe¬ 
rality  with  which  he  was  treated ,  and  his  fenfe  of  it.  His  untimely 
death  clofes  the  tragedy.  Unufual  Jympathy  which  he  excited  in  the 
American  army.  Gen.  Arnold  is  appointed  to  a  command  in  the  Britifh 
army.  Publifhes  an  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  America  ;  and  a  pro¬ 
clamation  ,  directed  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  continental  army . 
Diflreffes  in  the  American  army ,  and  fome  of  their  caufes .  [30 


CHAP.  IV. 

War  in  South  Carolina.  State  of  affairs  after  the  battle  of  Camden , 
In  ail  ion  caufed  by  the  fickly  fiafon.  Sequefi  ration  of  E fates.  Col,  Fer - 
gufon  defeated  and  killed  on  the  King'd  Mountain .  Gen.  Sumpter  routed 
by  Col.  far  let  on.  Brig.  Gen.  Lejlie  fent  on  an  expedition  from  New 
York  to  the  Chefapeak.  Proceeds  to  Charles  Y own,  and  joins  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis .  Gen.  Greene  arrives  in  North  Carolina ,  and  takes  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Southern  American  army.  Colonel  Yarleton  difpatched  to 
oppofe  General  Morgan ,  who  advances  on  the  fide  of  Ninety-Six . 
5  arleton  defeated  with  great  lofs.  Unfortunate  confequences  of  the  de- 
firuttion  of  the  light  troops  under  Fergufon  and  Yarleton.  Lard  Corn¬ 
wallis  enters  North  Carolina  by  the  upper  roads.  Leaves  Lord  Rave- 
don  with  a  confederable  force  at  Camden ,  to  refrain  the  commotions 
in  South  Carolina.  Vigorous,  but  ineffectual  purjuit  of  Morgan „ 
DefiruCUon  of  the  baggage  in  the  Brit  if  army.  Admirable  temper  of  the 
troops .  Maferly  movements  hy  Lord  Cornwallis  for  pajfing  the  Ca¬ 
tawba.  General  W illiamfon  killed ,  and  his  party  routed.  Militia 

fur  prized  and  routed  by  'i  arleton.  Rapid  purfuit  of  Morgan,  who 
notwithstanding  paffes  the  Yadkin,  and  fecures  the  boats  on  the  other  fide, 
Britifi  army  march  to  Sulifiury  ;  from  whence  Lord  Cornwallis  pro¬ 
ceeds  with  the  utmefi  expedition  to  feize  the  fords  on  the  river  Dan ,  and 
thereby  cut  Greene  off  from  Virginia.  Succeeds  in  gaining  the  fords. 
Rapid  purfuit  of  the  American  army.  Yheir  efcape ,  by  unexpectedly 
pajfing  the  Roanoke.  Extraordinary  exertions  and  hardjhips  of  the 
Britifh  army.  Proceeds. v  to  Hiliforough .  Expedition  from  Charles - 

fawn  to  Cape  Fear  River",  Wilmington  taken,  and  made  a  place  of 
arms  and  fupply.  Gen.  Greene,  being  reinforced ,  returns  from  Vir¬ 
ginia  1  and  the  Britifh  army  marches  to  AUemance  Creek.  Skirmif  be - 
tween  Yarleton' s  corps ,  and  Lee's  legion.  Greene  falls  back  to  the 

Reedy  Fork.  Strange  defed  of  intelligence,  experienced  by  the  Britifh 
general  in  North  Carolina.  American  army  being  farther  reinforced . 
Gen.  Greene  again  adv  arises ,  Movements  on  both  fides  preparatory  to 

tree  battle  of  Guildford.  Account  of  that  fever e  and  well- fought  ac¬ 
tion.  Britifh  officers  killed  and  wounded .  Col.  Web  fer  dies  of  his 
wounds,  Gen.  Greene  retires  to  the  Iron  Works  on  Yroublefome  Creek. 
Lord  Cornwallis  obliged  to  march  to  the  Deep  River } .  through  the  want 
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c/  fnvifiont  and  forage.  Nccejfties  and  dfreffes  of  the  army.  o'oUrt 
Lord  Cornwallis  to  proceed  to  Wilmington  for  fuppiies.  Unufual  coni* - 
quences  of  vidiory.  '  / 
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Expedition  to  Virginia  under  General  Arnold,  State  of  grievances  which 
ied  to  the  mutiny  in  the  American  army.  Penfylvania  line,  after  a  fluff e 
with  their  officers  march  off  from  the  camp,  and  chufe  a  ferjeant  to  be 
tJeir  ffider.  Mejfage,  and  flag  of  truce ,  produce  no  fatisfaSlory  anfwer 
from  the  in  fur  gents ,  who  proceed  firft  to  Middle- Brook,  and  then  to 
l  rmce  Town.  Meafures  ufed  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  profit  of  this  de¬ 
flection.  He  paffies  over  to  Staten  Ifland ,  and  fends  agents  to  make  ad¬ 
vantageous  propcfals  to  the  mutineers.  Protofals  for  an  accommodation , 
founded  on  a  redrefs  of  grievances ,  made  by  Gen.  Reed,  and  favourably 
received  by  the  in  fur  gents ;  who  march  from  Prince-Town  to  Trenton 
upon  the  Delaware ,  and  deliver  up  the  agents  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
Grievances  redreffed,  and  matters  finally  fettled  by  a  committee  of  the 
congi  efl.  Ravages  made  by  Arnold  in  Virginia,  draw  the  attention  of 
the  French ,  as  well  as  the  Americans ,  to  that  country .  Gen.  Wafbinv- 
tcn  dijpatches  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  voith  forces  to  its  relief.  Ex. 
p edition  to  the  Chefapeak,  concerted  by  M.  de  T 'ernay ,  and  the  Count  Ro- 
C' earn  beau,  at  Rhode  Ifland,  for  the  fame  purpofe,  and  to  cut  off  Gen, 
Arnold  s  retreat.  Admirals  Arbuthnot  and  Graves  encounter  the  French 
fleet  and  overthrow  all  their  defigns  in  the  Chefapeak.  Lord  Corn - 
walltf  s  departure  to  Wilmington,  enables  Gen.  Greene  to  dirett  his 
operations  to  South  Carolina.  Situation  of  Lord  Rawdon  at  Camden . 
American  army  appears  before  that  place.  Greene  attacked  in  his  camp \ 
and  defeated.  General  revolt  in  the  interior  country  of  South  Carolina, 
difficulties  of  Lord  Rawdon' s  filiation,  noiwithfanding  his  vidlory, 
v  bliged  to  aoandon  Camden ,  and  retire  to  Nelfon  s  Ferry,  where  he 
paffes  the  Santee.  Bntifh  pofls  taken,  and  general  hoflility  of  the  pro- 
vI-ks.  Great  havoc k  made  by  the  Generals  Phillips  and  Arnold  in  Vir¬ 
ginia.  Extreme  difficulties  of  Lord  Cornwallis1  s  ftualion  at  Wilmingtyn, 
coder  takes  a  long  march  to  Virginia  ;  arrives  at  Peterjlurgly  and 
receives  an  account  of  Gen.  Phillips1  s  death.  Arrival  of  ihree  regiments 
from  h  eland  at  Charles -Town,  enables  Lord  Rawdon  to  march  to  the 
relief  of  Ninety -Six.  Gen.  Greene,  having  failed  in  his  attempt  to  take 

the  fort  by  form,  raifes  the fiege,  upon  the  approach  of  the  Britifh  army , 
and  is  vigor  oujly ,  but  ineffe finally  purfued.  Works  at  Ninety  Six  de~ 
Jhoyed,  and  the  place  abandoned .  Lord  Rawdon  marches  to  the  Conga - 
rees  ;  is  dif appointed  in  the  expected  j undiion  of  Col.  Stuart,  and  narrowly 
ej.ape*  being  furrcunded  by  the  enemy,  woo  had  intercepted  the  intelligence 
of  Stua/c  j  failure.  He  forces  his  way  through  Congaree  creek,  and  is 
joined  by  Col.  Smart  at  Orange  burgh.  Gen.  Greece  advances  to  attack 

toe  Brit  iff  army ,  but  retires  again  in  the  night ,  Campaign  clofes,  and 

**  fltuatian 


CONTENTS. 


fit  nation  of  tie  hofiile  forces  during  the  fickly  feafon .  Incredible  hard - 
fttips  fuftainedy  and  difficulties  fur  mounted ,  by  the  Britifh  troops  in  the 
two  Carolinas.  [72 
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Great  lofs  fufmned  by  the  Spanijh  fleet  in  a  hurricane,  on  its  way  to  the 
attack  of  Weft  Florida .  Is  refitted,  and  again  proceeds  from  the  Ila « 
manna.  Fenfacola  inn) eft ed  by  fea  and  land.  Gallant  defence .  Prin¬ 

cipal  redoubt  blown  up  by  accident ,  which  compels  Governor  Chefler , 
and  General  Campbell,  to  a  furrender.  Weft  Indies.  Ineffectual  attempt 
on  the  ifland  of  St.  Vincent .  Dutch  ifland  of  St.  Eufiatius  taken  by  the 
Britifh  fleet  and  army ,  under  Sir  George  Rodney  and  General  Vaughan. 
Prodigious  booty .  Iflands  of  St.  Marti n  and  Saba  furrender.  Dutch 
man  of  war  and  convoy ,  on  their  return  to  Europe ,  purfued  and  taken . 
The  fettlements  of  Denier  ary ,  Iffequibo ,  and  the  Berbices,  on  the  coafl  of 
Surinam,  make  a  tender  of  flub  miff on  to  the  Britifh  government ,  and  are 
granted  favourable  conditions.  Difcontents ,  complaints ,  and  law  fuits , 
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